Hawai‘i’s Precipitation Problem:

E

O’ahu & Kaud’i
2018 Rain Bomb:

e 50” rain in 24 hours

e Severe flash
floods

e Hundreds of
homes destroyed
on Kauad’i

e Windward O’ahu

areas flooded

How Climate Change is Impacting our Lives in the Islands

Arden Rathkopf, GES100, Fall 2024

Maui 2023
Wildfires:

e Severe drought
caused intense
wildfire

e Lahaina
destroyed
e 100 lives lost

This map projects average annual
rainfall by 2100 compared to
today. Scientists predict:

e 30% less rainfall in wet areas

e 60% less rainfall in dry areas
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What’s Happening:
e Hawal’l is getting drier!
e Fossil fuels drive global
climate change, decreasing
precipitation in the islands

What this means for

Hawai‘i:

e Long dry spells cause
drought and wildfires

e Weather bounces back with
extreme rain, causing

landslides, erosion, and
flooding

Hawai'i
Prolonged Dry

Seasons:
Record crop
losses
Stress on aquifer
to irrigate
Impacts State
goal to expand
agriculture




