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Hale Molialu 
protest held at 
Damier,. statue 

Al a prote ai by the lffle Mohalu Ohana. • black 
shroud yesterday wa draped over the natue of 
Father Damieb that stands at the state Capitol. 

A similar protest was staged in Washington, 
wh,re a duplicate lta~e of the Belgian priest who 
wt,rked with leprosy patients in Hawaii is on dis­
pltu, at the U.S. CaplU!l. 

The Ohana - whicn ts fia}1ting state efforts to 
dt-ae .the Hale Mohalu leprosy facility at Pearl 
City - callee, for the ·•return" of the statues to 
thl Kalaupapa leprosy settlement on Molokai and 
to Hale Mohalu . 

"Damien was for the people and remain• with 
tlie people," d\ey said in i statement. 

About 5D petsons took part in the prayer cere• 
mony and ahroudln1 of the statue 1n Honolulu 

!l'be controversy is over whether the state 
should close dbwn the aging Pll!arl .Clty facility . 
The state wants to move all lepr,01y patients on 
Oahu to Leahl Hospital. 

nte·Health Department says it would be expen• 
stt,e and unnecessary to fix u·p Hale Mohalu for 
the few remaining patients. 

· The Hale Mohalu Ohana, howe,ver, argues tbet 
Lee.hi is an "institutional" setting that is inappro­
priate for patients who do not need full •tlme 
hospital care . They a~o say the. cost of preparing 
a facility at Leahi is higher than the cost of re ­
pairing Hale Mohalu . 


