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Who “Owns” Indigenous Knowledge?
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● What are the values related to knowledge stewardship held by researchers and 
community members? What are the values related to knowledge access held by 
researchers and community members? How can common values be reinforced 
and conflicting values be respectfully addressed?

● What is the process and timeline for researchers and community members to 
access data associated with the project? Who has decision-making power over 
how information is shared and used? What information and data should have 
limited access? What protocols will ensure appropriate access? 

● What information and data formats might be most useful to the community? (Note 
that this may change across different segments of the community.)



● What are the potential consequences of outside entities accessing information 
generated by this project (e.g., government agencies, insurance companies, 
media, funders, and other researchers)? How might information or data be 
misused or appropriated?

● What is the plan for developing data products and what are the roles and 
responsibilities of the community and researchers in this process (for example 
authorship of papers or community involvement in presentations)?

● What institutional clauses, policies, or agreements related to data ownership and 
access may apply to the research project (e.g., federal funding requirements that 
data be shared publicly, or academic institution policies that award the institution 
intellectual property rights for research conducted by students, faculty)?



Models for Indigenous Data Sharing
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FAIR & CARE principles
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Intentions and Guidance for Designing Tools
● Support communities in spotting and acknowledging issues with 

knowledge ownership, access, and dissemination

● Support researchers to engage in ethical practice

● Build capacity for communities and researchers to increase their 
understanding of intellectual property rights and issues
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Tools for Community-Researcher 
Partnerships 

1. Data Accountability and Ownership Agreement Template

2. Context and Considerations for the Agreement
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Tools for Community-Researcher Partnerships 

These outputs are meant to serve 
as teaching tools—not legal advice.
Seek legal advice before entering 

into an Agreement!



Main Elements of A Data Agreement

● Who does this agreement serve, and for how long?
● What data are intended to be collected for the project?
● How will data be stored, and who has access?
● What happens to the data when the project ends?
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*Areas that need specific work:
How do we treat Indigenous 

knowledge?
Who is responsible for data?

Who “owns” knowledge and data?



Section 2. Data Collection:
Indigenous Knowledge and Data 

● What data are collected for the 
project?

● Indigenous knowledge (IK) typically 
unintentionally collected, or 
misunderstood and mistreated

● ALL project data should be treated 
with the same respect and care
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Section 2. Data Collection:
Rights and Privileges of Indigenous Knowledge 
and Data
Special protections are acknowledged for Indigenous knowledge…

…internationally through the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples

…federally for Native Hawaiians in the 1993 Apology for the Overthrow of the 
Kingdom of Hawaiʻi

…locally for Native Hawaiians under the Constitution of the State of Hawaiʻi



Section 4. Sharing and Presenting
● Commit to a schedule for researchers to update community on 

research progress
● Share data and findings with community before any public 

presentations
● Includes a statement that acknowledges the Agreement – help 

protect data from unauthorized third party usage
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Section 5. Data Ownership

● Data shouldn’t be shared outside of the Agreement without permission

● Stick to the purpose of the project

● Researchers and community have an ethical responsibility to protect 
Indigenous knowledge 
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Section 6. Statements of Institutional Data 
Ownership

● Other parties that have ownership of 
data but are not in the Agreement:

universities, funding resources, journals, 
government…

● Everyone should be made aware of the 
different parties and terms!

● Informed, but not consenting…

“The University of Hawaii shall have complete ownership of all 
physical material, both finished and unfinished, which is 

acquired, developed, prepared, or assembled by CONTRACTOR 
pursuant to this AgreementFrom Research Corporation of the 

University of Hawaii Agreement for Services”



Future Directions 

● UH has extremely limited capacity/infrastructure to protect 
sensitive Indigenous knowledge and Indigenous data 
sovereignty

● Identify and address barrier to co-production at University of 
Hawaiʻi

● Hawaiʻi EPSCOR: developing curriculum and practices for 
operationalizing CARE principles

● Participation int the Earth Data Relations Working Group 
(NEON)

● Do you have any ideas?



Kūlana Noiʻi, Research Standards
kū.lana: nvs. Station, rank, title, condition, position, 
place, quality, grade, rating, reputation (see ex., 
kuene), stance, attitude, poise, carriage, posture, 
situation, patch, site; outstanding, prominent (kū, 
stand, + -lana, nominalizer)

noiʻi: vi. To seek knowledge or information; to 
investigate; investigation, examination, research, 
searching for even the smallest detail
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Why Community-Researcher Relationships?

How do we, as university researchers, 
build equitable relationships with 
Hawaiian and local communities?

What expectations 
do communities 
have for 
collaborations?

How do we hold ourselves 
responsible for the work we do with 
communities in their places?Institute for Native Pacific Education and Culture Digital Storytellers
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