
Hokule'a lesson 011 keepi1ig 
your 'head~ above water 

By Bob Krauss 
AJrwrtiw, CM1tmnl11 

A Hokule'n crcwm.in fell overbo:lrd 
"hile h,mging o~·er tht! side to. go to 
the toilet during last week's New 
Zeal1md-Tonga cruise - :md only a 
well-rchearscd '"man overbonrd" drill 
saved h!a l!fe. it wa, reported yesttt
cfay. 

The only crew members on deck 
when the early-morning accident 
occarrcd aboilrd the Hawaii.in voyag
ing canoe wcrn the steersman and 
navigator Nnlnon Thompson, who 
.sUlys half awake most of the Ume on 
his perch llfl . 

"Everybody else WM IISlecp;• ~d 
Myron Thompson, president or the 
Polyne!lan Voyaging SOclety. "Thi11 
man was Ulklng ii 1:r:1p. He had his 
safety harness on, but II dcfeehve 
huckle came loose. 

""Nalnoa snw a yellow cap go by in 
the w.itcr. He yelled. 'Man overboard!' 
The whale crew n.>spandcd immedinln
ly :11\d dld exactly what they were 
supposc<.l to do. That saved the m:in'., 
life." 

~lyron Thompson said they threw 
out II life ring with light.s and a hom• 
ing beacon. Dorc:is, the escort bo;l.t. 
~harged ruu spc,:d toward the racllo 
jignal. 

Natnoa Thompson went of£ on 
surfboard carried for such emergen 
etc~ and brought the miln In 11 
minutes 4!tnr he went overboard , 
Myron Thompaon s:iid. 

Four days of very heavy se.u bal• 
tered Hokule'11 bclore Its :irnval in 
Tongt1 on Sund:iy monolulu time) , 
Thompson said. The waves coming 
bro.:idslde cracl:cd th!! gunwl\le:i and 
lhf!y'll need l w o days of rep;ilr In 
Tong:i. 

The canoe then will sail for II thtte
d11y voyage ta the \'.iVau group. wilh 
a Tongan pllol to steer through the 
~fs. 
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