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JAPANESE AMERICANS 

IN HAWAII: 

RACE, CLASS & POWER 

@ 
The Ethnic Studies Program and The Hawaii Herald invite you 

to a conference of forums and academic panels open to the public 

to be held October 7-11, 1985 on the Manoa Campus of the University 

of Hawaii. President Albert Simone will open the proceedings on 

Monday, October 7, at 7:00 p.m. in the Imin Conference Center. 

The topic is timely since the Governor's Coordinating Committee 

has endorsed this conference as an official event in the celebration 

of 1985 as the centennial of government contract labor arrivals 

from Japan. The topic is controversial and important to all who 

seek to understand the issues of race, class and power in contemporary 

Hawaii. 

Evening forums will feature speakers with a wide variety of 

experiences and opinions. These forums will include time for the 

audience to question and comment. Academic panels include formal 

papers presented by an even dozen scholars from Hawaii and the 

Mainland. 

Finally, there will be an Aloha Gathering in the Ethnic Studies 

Program (East-West 4) Courtyard on Friday, October 11, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 



COMMUNITY FORUMS 

Imin Conference Center, Keoni Room 
East-West Center (Jefferson Hall) 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Welcome: Albert Simone, President, University of Hawaii 

Monday, October 7: "AJAs in Hawaii's Educational Systems" 
Moderator: Dean Alegado 
Speakers: Rev. Darrow Aiona 

Dr. Sheila Forman 
Mr. Francis Hatanaka 
Ms. Colette Machado 
Mrs. Haroldeen Wakida 
Prof. Melvin Ezer 

Tuesday, October 8: "AJAs in Hawaii's Politics and Business" 
Moderator: Roland Kotani 
Speakers: -Mr.· Dan Boylan 

Ms. Davianna McGregor-Alegado 
Mrs. Pat:e:::i::sia Saiki 
Mr. Larry Price 
Mr. Masao Yokouchi 
Mr. Juan Dionisio 

Wednesday, October 9: "Success Story: Myths and Realities" 
Moderator: Gregory Mark 
Speakers: Mr. Alfred Preis 

Mr. David Hagino 
Ms. Joanne Ninomiya 
Mr. Wallace Fujiyama 
Dr. Haunani-Kay Trask 
Ms. Mari Matsuda 
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The Social Sciences 
Tuesday, October 8 

Labor 
Wednesday, October 9 

Japanese Women 
Thursday, October 10 

The Humanities 
Friday, October 11 

ACADEMIC PANELS 

Marine Sciences 114 

2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Moderator: George Yamamoto 

' 

Ron Johnson, "Variables Influencing Educational 
and Occupational Mobility" 

Yas Kuroda, "Japanese Values of Japanese 
Americans" 

Comments: Ray Sakumoto 

Moderator: Franklin Odo 
Gary Okihiro, "Japanese Laborers, HSPA, and 

the Army: America's Concentratior 
Camps and the 1920 Strike" 

Ed Beechert, "Patterns of Resistance and 
Adaptation of the Social Relations 
of Production" 

Carol Wilcox, "Japanese Contributions to 
Irrigation" 

Seiyei Wakukawa, "Okinawan Labor in Hawaii, 
1904-1920 11 

Moderator: Davianna McGregor-Alegado 
Gail Nomura, "Issei Working Women in Hawaii" 
Alice Chai, "Feminist Historical and 

Anthropological Analyses of Life 
Histories of Early Japanese Women 
in Hawaii" 

Comments: ~••'a Saiki 

Moderator: Noel Kent 
Judy Van Zile, "Japanese Bon Dancing in Hawaii: 

Servant of Many Masters" 
Steve Sumida, "Hawaii's Japanese American 

Immigrant Saga" 
Mitsugu Sakihara, "Japanese Immigrants: The 

Okinawan View" 
Ronald Takaki, "Ethnicity and Class in Hawaii: 

The 1946 Plantation Strike" 
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QUOTES: 

11 
• • • The I AJA Success Story' doesn I t pay the bills. 11 - p. 16 7. 

Roland Kotani, The Japanese in Hawaii: A Century of Struggle 

"Japanese AmeriGans have replaced Haoles as the scapegoat group in Hawaii . . 

Japanese Americans dominate the middle level of the occupational status scale •••• 11 

Jonathan Okamura, Ph.D., The Hawaii Herald, March 16, 1984 

"In remembering that Hawai'i and the Hawaiian people have been good to the 

Japanese peopleJthere should be a moral obligation on the part of Hawaii

Japanese residents and government officials to support the struggle for 

Hawaiian justice, which is, in effect, justice for all people in Hawai' i." 

Moanikeala Akaka, O.H.A. Trustee, Island of Hawai'i, Ka Wai Ola, July 1985 

"In 1984,demographics and complacency caught up with Hawai'i's Democrats. - • 

A 12-year old political strategy which required cementing middle-class 

Japanese-American loyalty to achieve a plurality in a primary election or a 

three-way general election will no longer work. 11 

Dan Boylan, Ph.D., West Oahu College, Hawaii Democrat, May 1985 



•• ... The 'AJA Success Story' doesn't pay 
the bills."-Roland Kotani, The Japanese in 
Hawaii: A Century of S1rugg/e 

.. Japanese Americans have replaced Haoles 
as the scapegoat group in Hawaii ... Japa
nese Americans dominate the middle level of 
the occupational status scale .... "
Jonathan Okamura, Ph.D., The Ha\\'aii 
Herald, March 16, 1984. 

••tn remembering that Hawai'i and the 
Hawaiian people have been good to the 
Japanese people, there should be a moral 
obligation on the part of Hawaii-Japanese 
residents and government officials to 
support the struggle for Hawaiian justice, 
which is, in effect, justice for all people "in 
Hawai'i."-Moanikeala Akaka, O.H.A. 
Trustee, Island of Hawai'i, Ka Wai Ola, July 
1985 

"The young Asians were a generation ... that 
thought first of 'making it' and second, if at 

all, of what was happening to the society 
around them as they enriched themselves.'' 
Noel Kent Ha11 aii : ls lancl.-. Under 1he 
h1fhwnce" 
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COMMUNITY FORUMS 
Imin Conference Center, Keoni Room 

East-West Center (Jefferson Hall) 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Welcome: Albert Simone, President, University of 
Hawaii 

Monday, October 7: "AJAs in Hawaii's Educational 
Systems" 

Moderator: 
Speakers: 

Dean Alegado 
Darrow Aiona 
Sheila Forman 
Francis Hatanaka 
Colette Machado 
Haroldeen Wakida 
Melvin Ezer 

Tuesday, October 8: "AJAs in Hawaii's Politics and 
Business" 

Moderator: 
Speakers: 

Roland Kotani 
Dan Boylan 
Davianna McGregor-Alegado 
Pat Saiki 
Larry Price 
Masao Yokouchi 
Juan Dionisio 

Wednesday, October 9: "Success Story: Myths and 
Realities" 

Moderator: 
Speakers: 

Gregory Mark 
Alfred Preis 
David Hagino 
Joanne Ninomiya 
Wallace Fujiyama 
Haunani-Kay Trask 
Mari Matsuda 
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JAPANESE AMERICANS 
IN HAWAII: 

RACE, CLASS and POWER 

The Ethnic Studies Program invites you to a con
ference of forums and academic panels open to the public 
to be held October 7- 11, 1985 on the Manoa Campus of 
the University of Hawaii. President Albert Simone will 
open the proceedings on Monday, October 7, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Imin Conference Center. 

The topic is timely since the Governor's Coordinating 
Committee has endorsed this conference as an official 
event in the celebration of 1985 as the centennial of 
government contract labor arrivals from Japan. The topic 
is controversial and important to all who seek to under
stand the issues of race, class and power in contemporary 
Hawaii. 

Evening forums will feature speakers with a wide 
variety of experiences and opinions. These forums will 
include time for the audience to question and comment. 
Academic panels include formal papers presented by an 
even dozen scholars from Hawaii and the Mainland. 

Finally, there will be an Aloha Gathering in the Ethnic 
Studies Program (East-West 4) Courtyard on Friday, 
October 11, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

For further information contact: Franklin Odo. 
Director of Ethnic Studies, EW4-4D, University of 
Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822. Telephone: 
948-8086 . 

ACADEMIC PANELS 
Marine Sciences 114 

2:00-4: 00 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 8: "The Social Sciences" 

Moderator: George Yamamoto 
Ron Johnson, "Variables Influencing Educational 
and Occupational Mobility" 
Yas Kuroda, "Japanese Values of Japanese 
Americans" 
Comments: Ray Sakumoto 

Wednesday, October 9: "Labor" 

Moderator : Franklin Odo 
Gary Okihiro, "Japanese Laborers, HSPA and the 
Army: America's Concentration Camps and the 1920 
Strike" 
Ed Beechert, "Pauerns of Resistance and Adaptation 
of the Social Relations of Production" 
Carol Wilcox, "Japanese Contributions to 
Irrigation" 
Seiyei Wakukawa, "Okinawan Labor in Hawaii, 
1904- 1920" 

Thursda y, October JO: "Japanese Women" 

Moderator: Davianna McGregor-Alegado 
Gail Nomura, "lssei Working Women in Hawaii" 
Alice Chai, "Feminist Historical and Anthropologi
cal Analyses of life Histories of Early Japanese 
Women in Hawaii" 
Comments: Patsy Saiki 

Friday, October 11: "The Humanities" 

Moderator: Noel Kent 
Judy Van Zile, "Japanese Bon Dancing in Hawaii: 
Servant of Many Masters" 
Steve Sumida, "Hawaii's Japanese American 
Immigrant Saga" 
Mitsugu Sakihara, "Japanese Immigrants: The 
Okinawan View" 
Ronald Takaki, "Ethnicity and Class in Ha1raii: The 
/946 Plantation Strike" 


