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In 1970, Arthur Jensen "proved” that blacks arc genetically

inferiovr by comparing IQ test scores of black and white children. The
failure of compensatory education to naxrow the pap in IQ test scores
between the racial groups he blames on the failure by educatoxrs to
recognize that "heridity is about twice as important as environment! in
accounting for differences. Pelieving that intelligence is 80% inherited
and cannot be changed, Jensen proposed thut black children be taught by
rote because they are poorer at cognitive learning. Be alsc thinks social

255 position and mobility are due to “genetic selectiorn," and thai
"rrue merit" acts as a basis for occupational selection.

Jensen's article was immediately daistributed as "must reading” to
Nixen's cabinet and a congressman put zll 123 panses of it in the Congrescsional
Recorda. In 1970 Jensen appearad before tie General Subcommittee on Iducation
and Labor, House of Representatives, and in 1972, spoxe befors the U.S.

Senave Committee on Education, He reiterated the tLzpry that it is not
racism, discrimination or factors within the schools that accommt for the
unequil scholastic performance between poor and rich, and batween rices,
but penetic differences in inteliigence. He concluded: attempting To
cqualize educstional programs by pouring moncy inte poorer districis is

a waste of money.

ldany people arguwe that there is no way of measuring the degree to
which intelligence is inherited because there is no way of sepzrating the
genetic from the environmental influence irn human thinking. In additien,
there is nc concensus as to what intelligence is.

Today more studiegs show the importance of environmernt in learning
and in social behavioer in general. At the sazme time that progressive
scientists and educators are making these observations, the ruling class is
utilizing efforts of researchers vho do not viiw huran behavior as a refliec-
tion of social conditions. If only the ruling class could blame the effects
of an innumane profit-orienzed system on genetic éifferences between people!

SCIENTIFIC RACISM

In 1972 researchers at University of Hawaii and University of Colorado,
goulder, were funded $1.7 million by the National Science Foundation to
conduct 2 5-year study entitled, "Genetic and Environmental Bases of Human
Cognition.' Headquarters is the UH Behavioral Laboratory, Snyder Hall.

Over 5,000 families from two ethnic groups (Cancasiezn and Jagpanese)
are ‘given & selection of "intelligrnce tests!" measuring verbal, mumericol,
spatial, and reasoning abilities, fluency, memory and pezuﬂpbaal speed.
ALSC u;ood and fingerprint and salivs semples ave collected. Each family
is paid a $50 "incentive' fee. Criginally researchers hoped to test
Hawaiians, but their respense was less than enthusiastic. and thev were
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fauily groups and races. If parents and their childyen test similarly
(shich is likely) the researcheyrs will attribute it primarily to genetic
causes, for they bvelisve the thinking proress is controlled by genetics
and influenced by socio-economic environment :Star-Bulletin 9/15/74),

ARE YALUES INHERITED?

Testing family groups does not necessarily meen one is seeing
highly inherited traits however. For erxample, members of a family tend
to eat meals together. If the investigators had information about what foods
the subjects ate the last two days, they'd find that members of the same
fanily tended to eat the same food. Taey would have to conclude that the
exount of poi ezten has a high heritability!

Cognition:‘+:rking) is the result of the influence of envirommental
factors upoa their combination with the inrate facters, and not the imnate
factors alone. The morphology, phisiology and behavior of an organicm are
rnot encoded in its genes. What is enccded is a pattern of reaction to
differcnt environments. Moreover, becauce the organism develops through
time, the axact sequence in which enviromments occur is as important as
their nature. But just what environmental factors affect the thinking
process no one knows; it's probably an infinite number of things. The UH
researchers ask just 32 questions about the environeent of the individual
The questions are extremely general having to do with the l=vel of schuol
complcted, job classification, income, hobby interests, and a few more.
The researchers really have no idea about how the environment influences
thinking processes, yet they claim to be in a positizn to measure its
influencs.

The only fully researched area in environmental
assessment has to do with the intercorrelated effects of
parent invome, education, and occupational level or the
chiid's ability level. .Parent income, education, and
cccupational level are conwentionally viewed as environ-
rentrl factors; gemeticists would argue that they are
themselves influenced by parental genotyme.

Punding proposal p. 42
WHAT IF THEY CONCLUDE IQ IS MOSTLY INHERITED?

In the propesal duthors talk about "high-risk infants." Defined, he
or sha is - ."one who is likely to develop & physical, intellectual,
personality or social hagij:.sp capable of intexfering with his nommal
growth devalopment.”

One of the main findings is that high risk infants
have low birth weight for gestatioial age, the sc called
"Jow birth weight syndrome....A repeated finding is that
low birth weight children appear o be more frequent in
lower soclo-economic g¢r~:ps... It is not clear whether
the lower sogic-economic status of the mother causes
the_infant's low birth weight thr ﬂgg__genﬂvallzed StTess,
or whether the lower socio-econcmic status is a result of
the parents’ cognitive abiiity so that we are seeing one
end of the normal genetic distribution of inrelligencs.

proposal p, 32-13

To pretend there is any modicsl agreement as to what 2 ‘high-risk infant’
ie.  rnd then to sugeest thet this <itngtrion nich: ha «xnladined by hareditw
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coppouent in general intellectual ability" wa..- virtually ignoring the
rese1rrh indicating the impo-tanc: of environment cn sacial behavior,

srd studies indicating 1ittle er no evidence for inborm ra.ial difrerences
in intelligeuce.

Sinze Jensen, legislators at all leveis have ut li-ed his work to
justify killing appropriation b:ils to improve schos’s with predominant!y
black and Asian enroliment  Just &s Jensen advocote. not wastirg aoney
on “generically limited" childrea and devising rote taaching techaiques
far them, UH researchers say: .

...The urgent need %to discover special educitional
mothods which are cof lasting value .5 the cilturally
digsadvantaged requires identificaticn of cojnitive com-
ponents which are amenable to enviromental factors,
and which are not limited by their ginetic component

Draf: proposil p. 23

Thuse notions add up to & self-fulf.lling proptecy. 1Q scores can be

u3ed to “predict" poor performance for poor and minorit; students whereupor
thay are given a third-rate education Will th: UH stud: be used to take
tho heat off the DOE for descrepencies like the.=:

“ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AT TH:
. UNTVERSITY OF HAWAII
High fedact Freshaes, Fall Semester 1278 (inly)
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EUGENICS: RACE PURIFICATION

In the early part of this century, the progreus and developmentr of
gemetic theory provided strong support for sucial pr icies in the Lnited
States which discriminated against the psor, Th2orie: of eugenizs--rerived
from the belief in good end bhad human genetic stocc--veceived a2 good deal
of backing from leading academicians and prerided the :cientific underpianing
for esugenic laws for sterilization of genetically "infe ior" individuals,
for miscegenation laws (laws prchibiting ceitzin rares frmm marrying whites),
and in respomse to the vicleat struggle to (rganize unions led primarily
by irmigrant workezs, for imrigration Iaws $o Testrict the entry into this
country of "inferior” genstic stock. The idcas of the eugenicists took
stxong enough hold so that laws weve passed .a 31 states leading to 60,000
sterilizations in the Urited Statas in the “Z0s ard “J0s. This rising
connest ion hetween the deveiopment ¢f a srieatifi: field and the making
of social palicy was blunted during ths 1830s necause of the more blatant
and repulsive extansion ol thes2 theories by the Nazis

w40 DECIPES WD IS DZFECTIVE?Y
Uil investigators ignore the current ressarca that shows minor

eavironmen+al chaages produce imprzoved learning ability. If they are

oornsinplis srdermetrasd inm B " ning rnitdymy ra "arn hatetar whit cwmanls Sk
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3ur who would be allowad to have educstanle babies? The UH investiga-
tors don't claim to hgve an answer, but are willing to give their data to
tha government.

With xespect to Iong-range significance these data

will serve as a basis for future decisions about the disturb-
ing but inevitable questions abcut pcpulation control which
will have to be made at governmuent level, Obviously, many
different answers are possible. The purpose of this study

1s to provide some solid information about genstic correlates
of intelligence 3¢ that an informed decision may eventually
ke made,

Oraft proposal p. 23

THE PULSE OF PARADISE

Today we see the dising.pzation of camitalism: 3 competitive, profitr-
oriented operation The educatinnal systes is breaking down as “ha rest
of it is, but instead of looking at the cause for 1t, resesrchers like
these ars blaming the people. Having a "scientific" evcuse for cuttling
funds is what the government needs. Hawaii was chosen for this study
because in the words of the researchers, it 1s "Perhaps the only lecation
in the United States where such research can be undertzken without
upsetting sensitivities..."



Why Take Up The Genetics Study Issue

Potential For Raising Class Consciousness

One of the reasons why we take up an issue is because we want people to see
the class nature of society. We want people to see that there are basically 2 classes
in society -- the class that owns the wealth and tries to preserve it and the class
that produces the wealth and tries to get their rightful share of it. We want
people to see that institutions in society -- the government, the courts, the military,
the police, the schools —- also have a class nature.

Ethnic studies struggles across the nation exposed the ruling class and racial
bias in the history that is taught in the schools. Community struggles in Hawaii
showed that the courts "are the tools of the rich man's rule" and that "upholding
the law" means protecting the rights of the landlords. The anti-war movement of
the 60s exposed the role of the military as the strong-axm of the imperialist class.

As a result of these and other struggles, more and more pecple are beginning
to see that the function of institutions that make up the capitalist system is to
protect the minority rich against the majority of working people. It is only by
knowing this that people will understand why there is economic, political and
social inequality in our society and who is responsible for the problems we face.

How would the genetics study issue build this kind of consciousness within the
UH and the greater community? By making the following political points:

{1) The genetics study would serve the interests of the ruling class.

(a} Federal government agencies (HEW, National Institute of Health)
are funding the study for over $1 million while at the same
time cutting back on educational funds =-- financial aid,

Equal Opportunity Grants, ethnic heritage studies -- and social
services -~ welfare, food stamps, unemployment compensation.

In this context, their interest in the study is motivated by

a need to justify these cutbacvs.

(b) The capitalists and the federal government have been pointing
to overpopulation as the catise of the lack of jobs and housing.
The genetics study would provide them with a basis for population
control measures such as deportation, immigration bans, and
sterilization.

{c) The genetics study would provide a basis for re-~instituting a
tracking system in education which would guarantee the capitalists
a permanent supply of laborers.

(d) The genetics study would divide the working class along national/racial
lines.

(2) The university is a tool of the ruling class.

(a) The genetics study would perpetuate the racist ideology of
inherent racial superiority/inferiority.



{b) The university would provide the scientists who would serve
as justifiers of social inequality and the oppressive policies
of the ruling class.

{c) The university would be used to formulate programs on the basis
of the findings of the genetics study.

FPotential For Mobilizing People

The genetics study is one aspect -- along with tuition hikes, cutbacks in
social services, layoffs, etc. —— of the overall attack on the working class. It
is another way in which the ruling class tries to shift the burden and blame of
the crisis onto the backs of working people and especially national minorities.
More and more people are rising up against these attacks and more and more people
are seeing that the problems have a cammon source and that therefore their struggles
are linked. This condition provides the potential for organizing a united front
of workers, community people, national minorities, students and faculty around
the genetics study issue.

The genetics study has definite racial overtones, and due to the multinational
character of Hawaii's population and due to a history of national oppression Hawaii's
people are sensitive to attacks on national groups. This was shown clearly by
the broad and mass support that the Porteus struggle mobilized which included the
YWCA, Legislative Coalition, Hawaii Assn. of Asian and Pacific Peoples (HAAPP),
Operation -Fianong and the Oahu Filipino Community Council.

With organizations such as Hui Paioc, CARNO, CDE, and RSB the resources are
available for organizing a united front and mobilizing masses of pecple to take

action. v

Z;hd Darrell's part herg?

Conclusion

In this period, when war and fascism are the main threats to the wellbeing
of the people, education and taking actien around these 2 issues should be our
main tasks. The genetics study, like the S-1 Bill, is part of the trend toward
fascism. Econcmic crisis breeds genetics studies and they take on dangerous
implications when they arise under such conditions. The lessons of Hitler Germany
are clear. How fortunate for the Japanese-Americans that they were “valuable"
as hostages and that fascism had not been established in the U.S. at the time of
their internment.

In such a period as we are in, the question over the possible benefits of
the genetics study for the majority of the people is not the important question.
We must look at the genetics study in the context of what is happening in the world
and where this country is heading. Cutbacks in social services, increased military
spending and build-up, aid to repressive regimes, S-1, new and bigger prisons are
not separate, isolated phencmena but indications of a trend toward war and fascism.

No one is naive enough to think that we should wait until full-blown fascism
hits before we do anything about it. The trend toward fascism is a quantitative
process. As econamic conditions worsen, as more and more people fight back, and
as the ruling class gears for war more and more of our democratic rights will be
taken away. Every attempt to take away the democratic rights of the majority of
the people must be fought. The only protection against fascism and war is the
vigilance and militance of the people themselves.



