s

cleared*for Lakeuff by the state

day.”

The commission, meeting
Honolulu, granv 1 a ry
reclassify a 50-acre
Mahinahina desrﬁte objections
from Hawaiian's' interisiand
competitor, Mid-Bacific Airlines.

Mid-Pacific at ey Jerrold
Guben said his cliént will either

challenge the ‘commission’s ac-

tion in court, or ask the stats
Transportatjon Depar
regulate use of the air
Guben said as it's now Set up
Hawaiian! will have an unfaj
advantage. +

Hawaiian' ]:lraposes to bd
the new airstrip on land leas
from Maui Land and Pineaj
Co, half a mile ea
Honoapiilani Highway an
miles fromthe Keanapali
strip, which is scheduled to
closed.

The
terminal and helicopier landing
pad, is expected to cost $6 mil-
lion al no cost to the taxpayers.
Assurances by Hawaiian Air's
attorney, William McCorriston.
that the airsixip would be open

Landlise Commission yestfr- -

-
£t

B
airstrip, ineiuding 2

#l] commercial carriers have
ot eased suspicions by Mid-

',Pac;fic

P M‘ld—Pamﬁc injected a new

185U
day by offéring to help pay for
- airstrip. Guben said Mid- |

into-the discussion yester-

wants a role in deciding

pohicies that will guide use so

Hawaiian Air will not have a

“stranglehold.”

All nine com
ported Hawaiia! ;r%}‘_’equest
1o reclassify the sile from agri-
cultural to urban use with the
following conditions:

1SS10NEers sup-

@ The airstrip. wﬂl be avail-
able for use by other carners

ul nnéldems
were equally gWEeVer.
on.a “fair and.equitible basis. " Several remm cluding g

® Hawaiian Aic-and the land-
owner, Maui Land . Pin
must provide land for Sugar or
pineapplesuse Lo replace acre-
age takefout of ‘production.

® Annoual public disclosure
must be made of the airstrip’s
income and expenses

Commissioner Frede,

Whittemore said he bq‘li -J-ﬁ-

the conditions will prevent

abuse. “I think the competition .

b}bltself regulates much of
. this,” Whittemore said. ‘‘The
fact that this airstrip is being

| constructed by free enterprise

rather than a governmental
body 1s unigue in itself.”

Robert Haws, president of
Royal Hawaiian Air Service,
said he was pleased aL the ap-
proval and the fact that the
commission “addressed our con-
cerns” over access by carriers
other than Hawanan.

Royal Hawailian now has
exclusive rights to operate out
of the Kaanapali airstrip, and
has ‘the most to lose when
Hawailan builds its airport. But
Haws said he expeclts Royal
Hawalian to remain compétitive
in West Maui, although “obyi-
ously we will not be carrying
as much, or the same percent-
age of the traffic.”

Arwlele Aduvetise
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Not all Wgsf

President Byron Walters of I.he:
- West Maui Taxpayers Associa-'e
tion. objected to Hawaiian's re-:
quest because they said it
would 1ncrease traffic conges- S
tiof.

' Realtor Mac Lowson said he -
wa&d:sappomted the commis-
's{oq did not set ‘any traffic g
is, adding “now the flght
“be at the county level.” _p.
site is designated on the
county’s West Maui community
development plan for an air- W
port, but the land still must be
rezoned by the Maui Planning
Commission and County Coun-: U]
cil.

ILWU agent William Kennw -
son, who spoke in favor of ri/
classification during a commis~
sion hearing, said he shares the
concerns of the taxpayers a
sociation. He cited praecuons
that the Mahinahina, airstrip
would increase traffic from
125,000 now to a peak of 750,
000 passengers.

The Maw County administra-
ticn had supported the request,
noting that concerns over traf-
fic can be addressed during’ ‘re-
views of change of zoning, sub
aivision and application for
building permits.

el



