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~ - 1 Plantations OfferOffer 
CashPaymentsFor 
Current Perquisites 
Special to The Tribune-Hid ijJ. -
HONOLULU, Aug. 14 (V.iq - io-

phone} - Following up the ugar 
industry's offer to add $5,~ .000 

1 1 annually to sugar w6rken;' 'I/ii uges, ' 
I Industry representative i; .bite '\'ues- 11 
i day presented to the ltWU t heir ~ 
I plan for converting perq\Jisl l s of 1 
I free housing, fuel and mcdi cp l ca re · 
into cash payments. 1 

I 'This wis the seventh eoll~li\ ·e> 
[ bargaining meeting between ind lll -
try and union representatives for a 
new contract to replace t,resent con
tr :icts wh ich will expire A ugu• t 31. 

On the basi s ui a preli m1m1ry f 
survey tlTe industry estimau,:I rent- I 
als under the scale proposed will 
average 20 o 30 per, cent und l!r com
parable OPA rental ceiling s. 

Under terms of tbe perqlli!ilte:11 
conversion to cash plan propo sMI 
by the Industry, workers _WOllld 
receive 15 cents an hour In Ueu 
of perquisites. This would mean 
an Increase In cub wages of 
$31.20 a month for the aver&Ke 
sugar worker. 
Out of this amount he would pay 

hous!! rental and fixed cha t,: es for 
water, electricity, fuel and medi
cal care. A workers overtime 
earning would aild measurably to 
the $31 .20 figure, industry represen. 
tatives said, 

Approximately 50 percent ot 1be I 
sugar industry's workers arl! single 

l men and will benefit materially 
from the perquisites conversion 
plan because their rental and oth-
er expenses would not tot .ii $31.20 
a. month, industry assert ed. 

A large number oCbomeii, in~ 
dustry spokesmen said, contain 
more than one w~ e:irner, which 
would mell!1 that payments made 
under the conversion to Cl'4'h plan 
\\'d![l1JtSnorease,matemlly tt-c tota I 

""faming power - of man,· iitorfi:\l!T · 
who double up on living expenses. 
In addition to presenting the 

~chedule of rental charges the in• 
dustry explained its proposal ol 
charges for other services •nov. 
furnished workers without charge . 

Water and electricity chargei 
would be made, spokesmen said, or 
the basis of established county 
rates in effect in the locality. Med- 1 
ical care would be made avail able 
through group medical ptans on 
each plantation similar to plan~ I 
now in effect at or co11templated by 
pineapple plantation!p. 

The plantation s would continuE 
to make ava ilable without chargt 
to all workers recreational f~ili
ties and numerous village servtcef 

1 such as policing, garbage collectior 
and street cleaning. 

The offer to convert perquisites l 
to oash payments wa!I eontalned 
In the Jndastry's wage proposal 
submitted to the 11t1lon early In 
Aupst . ' 
Under the proposal the minlmUJr 

wage would be increased to 65 cent ! 
a.n hour , everywhere except on Ha 
waii where it would he 62 12 cent! 
and would be based on ellminatlor 
:>f perquisites and Upon the union' i 
acceptance of a job classlflcatior . 
~ystem presented to the IL WU last 
June . 

The industry said the total in 
crease to workers would be five 
milli on dollars . ILWU representa -1· 
tlvl!s rejected the q!fe r and have 
not submitted a counter wage pro-
posal. · 

IL ILWUReceives 
New Plan For Sugar Workers
Sugar Workers 

Following up the sugar indus
try's offer to add $5,000,000 an
nually to sugar workers' wages, 
mdustry representatives Tuesday 1 
afternoon presented to the IL WU 
their plan for converting per-
. quisites of free housing, fuel end 
Di.edlcal. care into cash payments. 

This was the seventh collective I 
bargaining meeting between in
dustry and union representatives 
for new contracts to replace con
tracts which will expire Aug. 31. 

; On the basis of a prelimin ary 
I survey, the Industry estim ated , 

rentals under the scale propased 
will average 20 to 30 per cen t 
under comparable OPA rental 
ceilings. 

, Under terms of the perquisite 
conversion to cash plan proposed 
by the tndustry, workers would 
receive 15 cents an hour fn lieu 
'of perquisites. This would mean 
an increase in cash wages of $31.20 
a month for the average sugar 
worker. Out of this amount he 
would pay house rental and fixed 
charges for water, electricity, fuel 
and medJcal care . A worker's 
oymp e_!!atnin · would a~ ap.:, 
preciably to the $31.20 figure, fn
'dustry representatives said. 

Benefits Seen I 
Approximately 50 per cent of 

the sugar industry's workers are 
single men and will be!)~fit m a-;. 
terially from the perqws1te con• 
version plan because their rental 
and other expenses would not total 
$31.20 a month . 

A large number of ,homes, in
dustry spokesmen said, contain 
more than one wage . earner, 
which would mean that payments 
made under the conversion to cash 
plan would materially increase th e 
total earning power of many 
workers who "double up" on liv
ing expenses. 

In addition to preseµting the 
schedule of rental charges, the 
industry explained its proposal 
of charges for other services 
now furnished. workers without 
charge. 

Service Charges 
Water arid electricity charges 

would be made, spokesmen said, 
on the basis of e.l!tablished C(_)unty l 
rates in effect m the locality. 

Medical care would be made 
available through group medical I 
plans on each plantation similar 
to plan s now in effect at or con
templated by pineapple planta-
tions. . 

The plantations would continue , 

l
tn IT'llll:e ava ilable without charge 
to all workers recreational facili
ti es an d numerous village serv
ice; su ch as policing, garbage 
collection and street cleaning. 

Plan Submitted 
The offer to convert perqui 

sites to cash payments was con• 
tained in the industry's wa ge 
proposal submi tt ed to the union 
early in August. Under the pro
posal, the minimum wage would 
be increased to 65 cents an hou r 
a nd would be based on elimina 
tion of perquis ites and upon the 

4 union's accep ta n ce of a job das
sifi cation system pr esen ted t.d'th e 

The industry sa id the total in-JLWU last June. I 
' crease to workers would be $5,
. 000,000. ILWU representatives 

r ejected the offer and have not 
, submitted a wage counter pro
posal. 

HSPASays Union's 
Wage DemandsLift 
Costt_ Excessively

Haw~sugar ind~s~ek ing ; reas! 
1
r~l~l~ offl!red th e un ion 

to determine whl!th er a price in- with increased revenue from higher 
crease would relieve the indu stry's sugar prices , the industry would 
financial problems, H. A. Walker, actuelly have to receive 30 cents 
industry spokesman, said tod ay. more per 100 pounds than i t does at 

The industry's fi nan cial position present from ceiling prices and the 
was precarious even before the re• subsidy combined," Mr. Walker eon
cent offer of a $5,000,000 wag e in - tinucd. 
crease, he said, and is much more ''Th is would require an inere ase 
seri ous as a res ult of that.oile r . The of at least 90 cents in th e ceiling 
un ion has rejec ted the offer as "not p ricc-60 cents to th e CCC and 30 
enough." cents to the plantatio ns. • 

### It## 

Mr. Walker deserlbed 11s ''far "U shouJa not be assumed. 
from certain" the Idea held in therefore, that an increase as sueh 
some quarters that an Increase In ,the sugar price will me1m In• 
In the OP A price would mean an creased revenue for the sugar in
lnerease Jn revenue for the Indus- dustry 
try. He pointed out that to brlnr "The • unio n has demand ed wage 
about such an increase In revenue, and other incre ases Totaling more 
the price or sugar would bave than $21,000,000. To mee t th is would 
to be increased by more tban 60 requ ire an increas e 'l.f at least $25 
cents. • 11 • per to n, or 30 per cent, in the pres-

. l!nt ptice of sugar. This would mean 
Mr. Walker. un d~rtoo k U,, explain an additio nal load of appro xim ately 

th~ pres en~ situ ation tbus · . $200,000,000 a year on the na tion's 
The ~ntire A;mer lc~ sugar m- su gar consumers. 

c:Justry 1s rece vmg aid fro m the "B t if ..... 1 · 
gove rnment in the form of a sub- u even su.,., a pr ce mcre ase 
sldy by the federal Commodity were gr anted, 1:1-nd wa ges ": ere ad• 
Credit Corp. This a id is necessa ry vanced !'ccordmgly, th e mdustry 
because the sugar industry can not would still face th~. grav_e problem 
operate if it does not receive more o1 future competition m a free 
revenue than is provided by the W?,rld marke_t. . .. 
OPA ceiling price. In _that situation the Ha~a1 !:i,n 

''Under the agreement w ith CCC, sugar mdustry could not survtve . 
if the ceiling price is increased dur-
ing the year, the subsidy will be 
reduced by the same amount . 

''The present ceiling price is 
$4,205 per 100 pounds. The . s_u!>sidy 
is appro,i:imately 60 cents add1honal. . ~ . 

"Therefore, out or any further 
Increase In the price of sugar tbJs 
year the CCC would reduce Us 
subsidy by the first 60 cents per 
100 pounds. As a result a price 
Increase or 60 cents would mean 
no Jnereased revenu e for the In• 
dust ry. . 
"In order to mee l the ~age m-

Governor Tells Pineapple Union, 
He's Governor Tells Pineapple Union He's Stanch Backer of LaborBacker ol Labor 

I j f,...../ ~i,1;,(( J I~ i'{,_f, 
Govemo Stainback, add~,~1 ng a "All e 'Jant is the tail feath

CIO pineapple workers' gathering ers," he added . 
Thursday evening, gave hi s unquali- He said the union will not jeo
fled indorljement of organized labor pardi ze the position of managemen t. 
and ibl determinati on to better the Citing profits r eported by Ha-
status of the working class. wailan Pineapple Co., Mr . Robert-

• • 11 son said the 10 cent a share red uc-
"I am for labor, I am ror or- tion 1n dividends might be at

ra.nlstd labor , ~use we ve ~,ot tributed to higher wages won by 
to stlck iocether, he said. A the union In npgotiations. For an 
,inJted front Is the only way la- entire year tlie increased wages 
bor can dea~ wf.~ ~ement." would am ount to about 20 cents, he 

said, adding : "We believe and think 
The go~ernor mr<de his tal k at the they (the stockholder&) can main

first anmversary luau and dance tain themselves on the reduced dlvl-
sponsored by Pineapple & Cannery ., 

• II # 
Workers' union. local 152 of the dend s. 
International Long shoremen's & 
Warehousemen's union (CIO) . To -the 11t1lon members, be ap.: 

pealed for grater rank and me 
II II • 

Ab t 450 l '-- - d partloipatlon and closer coopera-au un on memuei a an tlon. 
their guests-representatives of the • • ,, 

I 
three pineapple companies and the "All we need now " he co~luded 
Hawaii "Employers-heard the chief "is to get 65 cents ' (an hour) fo; 
executive speak . sugar workers ." 

• Earlier J , R. Robertson, first vice Beckey Kahale, an employe of 
pre sident of the Il,WU , fr om San the Haw aiia n Pine apple Co ., was 
Fran~l sco, guest of honor of th e crowned Pineapple Queen by Rob
evemng, assur ed t~e governo r of ert Mookln i Sr ., p resident of local 
the de sire !Jf the un ion m~"?~ers to 152. Charles K. Li u, secretary. 
accept their full responsibility as treasu rer, was master of ceremonies 
cltl2ens in working for th e best Jn. for the party held at Club Golden 
teres ts of the territ ory , Gate. 32 Hob'ron lane . 

The governor said that "unless - --'''--------
you have a pro sperous working 
class, you can not have a prosperous 
country ." · 

• II It 

He said prosperity must be 
built on a "fJrm foundation from 
the bottom" in polntini:- out that 
"you have thousands or workers 
where you have only one oapl• 
tallst." , 

• • # 
"You' ve got to have the greatest 

produc tion on a profitable basis to 
pay honest, living wages. You can't 
have ban krupt industri es and good 
wages." He concluded by wishing 
the union the "greatest prosperity 
bec ause I know that will me an pros
perity of the terri tory." 

Mr. Roberts on assu r ed manage
ment th at "our uni on will always l 
work towards bette r ing the living 
standards ot th e people that we 
rep resent, but we will always try to 
do that w ithout k illing the goose 
th at lays the golden egg.•• 




