
full messiness of life, but the acting company can offer only 
rigidily codified shadows. Published by Luigi Pirandello (1 867-
1936)in 1921, thirteen years before receiving the Nobel Prize for 
Literature, Six Characters in Search of an Author had immediate 
worldwide success, soon recognized as one of the masterpieces of 
contemporary drama. 

The play is a perfect example of what the Italian play­
wright himself calls a "transcendental farce". This term, which 
pulls together the tragic and even supernatural aspects of life 
with the comical and ironical oil:es, is a metaphor describing the 
human being as a pl).ppet figure manipulated by socially accept­
able rules of behavior. To further this concept, Pirandello uses 
realistic characters, dialogue, and physical detail, but only as 
tools and not materials. With these tools he shapes a new 
dramatic world in which realism becomes the play's mask, just 
as appearance is life's mask. 

This production of Six Characters does not eliminate the 
illusory fourth wall of realistic theatre, but multiplies it, chang­
ing continually the perspective of the audience and transforming 
the central stage into a sort of "torture chamber" where the 
characters, crossing the borders of literary fiction, become a 
reality facing the cruel game of life, just as when looking in a 
mirror we suddenly face the mysterious reality of our own lives. 

-GC 
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A World Premiere directed by Gary L. Balfantz, Professor of 
Speech, examining the experiences of Chinese immigrants and 
Chinese-Americans. Featuring work from Chinese-American 

writers Eric Chock, Genny Lim, Darrell Lum, Cathy Song, and 
Wing Tek Lum, and oral histories and personal narratives of 

Chinese immigrants. 
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Directed by 
Giangiacomo Colli* 
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Costume Design by 
Hugh Hanson 

Lighting Design by 
Jian Hong Kuo 

THE COMPANY 

The Director ............................................... Lawrence D. Lessard 
The Leading Actress .............................................. Cathee Mang 
The Leading Actor ................................................. Warren Fabro 
The Second Actress ....................................... Gabbi Mendelsohn 
The Second Actor ............................. , ............... Roger Matias, Jr. 
The Young Actress ................................................. Alissa Lerner 
The Young Actor ............................................... David McDowell 
The Prompter ............................................... Hermen J.R. Tesoro 
The Director's Secretary ............................................ Kim Palma 
The Stage Manager ........................................ Tamara Andersen 
The Stage Assistant ............................................... Meredith Hill 
The Prop Person .............................................. Kimberly Richard 
The Light Operator ............................................ Shawn Forsythe 

THE CHARACTERS 

The Father .................................... : ........................ Roman Galvan 
The Mother ................................................................... Gay Sibley 
The Stepdaughter ...................................................... Sherry I Ray 
The Son ...................................................................... Harry Wong 
The Boy ............................................................... Brendan Jackson 
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There will be one 15 minute intermission between Acts I and II. 
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A theatre company is rehearsing a Pirandello play, The 
Rules of the Game, but the rehearsal is interrupted by" six char­
acters" pleading to have their own tale of infidelity, incest, and 
suicide performed instead. They want their story told with the 
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