saonohin Star-Bulletin

240" hes by Gonner Pocific Cormmration

JOHN A. 5L0TT  Piishe 0w Chef Execative

CH'KN HD Caman ALTXANDER S, ATHERTON Presudem
A A SMYSER Edng

HARRY WHITTEN  CARL ZIMMERMAN
Assmvorn Egriors

Fubduhed or 605 Kepuolon: Boulevors © Monalule. Mowon $3813

AG Wednesday, Nerch 26, 1975

S i n s e i ® =
gnificant Highwdy

Judging TH-3 is always going to be like deciding whether
the chicken or egg came first. Whether it is a necessary
respunse to development, or & spur to unnecessary develop-
ment Seems likely to be permanently debatable . . . ad
pmauseum.

Happily, there is no such debate zbout another new is-
land highway that may prove in the long run to be far more
socially significant than TH-3.

Completion of the Queen Eaahumanu Highway on the Big
Island provides a 33-mile coastal road along the Kona
Coast of the Big Island through nreas previously inaccessi-
ble and thus undeveloped.

It provides a high speed link f:rom Kailua-Eona north to
Eawaihae. The State already bhas developed the Ke-ahole
Airport and Honokazhau Boat Harbor along its path. Re-
sorts are expecied to spring up as well, with some already
emerging. The area bas some of the world’s finest climate.
Its moon-like lava terrain can be smoothed by bulldozers
and grassed over just as has been done at Keauhou, south
of Kailua.

The Queen’s Highway area affords a near-perfect test of
our intentions and our capabilities so far as “‘gquality
growth™ is concerned.

It was built to spur growth, and the start is from scratch.
Botb Gov. George Ariyoshi and Hawaii County officials
now promise the growth will be controlled. They feel confi-
dent they have the tools to make this assurance come true.

The Queen’s Highway has been a relative bargain. only
$15 million, one-twentieth the cost of TH-3, yet its impact as
a spur to development should be even greater than TH-3's.

Public officials must never be released from their com-
mitment that this time the growth that will be spurred will
be quality growth.

Here is one case where we will be able to look back in the
future and see with utter clarity how well our hopes and
the professions of our government leaders were fulfilled.
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Case for TH-3

Opponents of TH-3 are now empbhasizing the argument
that the highway would open up development of still-pris-
tine areas of Windward Oahu. But that need not be.

Far more growth lies ahead in the already-developed-
areas of Windward Cahu — especially Kailua, Kaneohe and
Kahaluu. TH-3 would be needed to accommodate this
growth even if not a single additional square foot of Wind-
ward Oahu were rezoned for development.

The State Land Use Commission has rejected develop-
ment plans for Waiahole-Waikane. Additional brakes may
be placed on development in Windward Oahu. There is 8 -
growing appreciation of the importance of presemng agri-
cultural lands.

This doesn’t impair the case for TH-3. Single.unit
development is just the beginning. The transformation of
Makiki into 8 community of high rises may well be repeat-
ed — although we hope in a more attractive- way — in
Kailua. More intensive development will mean more cars,
and a greater need for mass transit. That means TH-3.



