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Set Co nstruction- Theresa Wong: Leo Jonc • CI'Oid Kownokn' J ohn Lohr, Dale Ream . -":~ 
and the st udents of Drama 260 and Dt·omu 299. .,.. 
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ostu~en~::wK~n~e~:; ·E~~~i~.a;r~11;~t~~~r~~e Stafford, ~nn~tte Hoffman, M~~ l y Burns . . "•'''ci"'~~~ 
Ph t o~~:~~e/_:do~~nc l ! Hnor . .._.·_-_ ,~.:.:~_;:1 .. 
Publicity- Sara dlln . .,,. - .. _ . 
Pro~ram - Ouy Bu•·k. / _ 
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Ann Ni shiguchi, Jim Farmer, Patti Najita , Farouk Wang, Robin Coleman-'r\'orra ll. 
!lux Office - Karen Brilliande , David Furumoto , Lester Mau , Elsie Yamakawa . 
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C I< N W LEDGEM ENTS: The following people in T aiwan, H o ng Kong, th e 
Amerlcon Mainland and Hawaii have generously given their time and expertise in the 
r•·c r •m•tlon o f the present production in transla tion , transliteration , transcripti on of 
music SCOI'cs. and many other aspects : Betty M. Strom , Adele Lee , PaulS. C. Peng, 
Yc ng hln-ycc Yu ng, H . Chun Ku Huang, Margarett Tang, Hsiu-pin Yang , Peter S. 
II. hti ll , T homas Lee, S. I . Hs iung , Ping Chen, Yu Ta-kung , David Shener , 

hi h•JII ' II n, eli lia Lee. 

F DRAMA AND THEATRE 
nnnon, Acting Chairman: Mark Boyd, James Bra ndon, Denni s 

I )onuld Ranney.: . .. 

Nove mber 27 , 28, 29, 0 , .. .. . . . . . . . TH E UGLY DUC KLING. Honolulu Zoo 
I c mbct• lB. 19. 20. 2 1 . , , , , , .. MFA DANC ONCERT. Kenned y Lab Theatre 
,l ll lllllii Y 1$, 16, 17 , '18 . .. . ...... .. .... I by Heathcote Wi lliams. Lab Theatre 
f 1i11'1111ry 13. 14, 15, 18, 19, 20 , 21.22 ,, l. A II MAl by Rodgers & Hammerstein . 

Main stage 

';., . ·.',....;:":~····-~· 
• -:-.-r,:;:~.~·.:-:t~~~~~~ ... 

· - · The University Th eatre 
·c..;- N o'v'ember 28. 29 . 30 

December 4, 5, 6. 7. 197. 
Kennedy Themre 
Un ivct·sity of HHwaii 
Honolulu , Hnwnii 



.J. 

; ;;·· ·';:: :...: .. ~.- ~----.:_:..;-... -- - ---·--:..:=:~~~~:r~~:i~-

THE UN IVERSITY THEATRE 
In Cooperation with the Culture & Learning Ins t itute, East-West Center 

prese nts -~~:~~;~~·~;f~~~- .. :· ~--~ 
vvHrT·ErsNAKE 

. . ··- ·--~--~ 

... 
0

': ~j::~:~~~~-:~:;:~--~· ... 12':~ ..• 
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: DIRECTOR' S NOTE: 

The stor y of the transformation of a white 'snake into the fo rm of a beautiful woman ha· 
bee n extremely popula r wi th the Chinese people since the twelfth century. In the earlies 
version . the white snake disguises herself as a beautiful young widow who lures men tl 

. grat ify her c arnal desires and then devours them. In the vers ion published in 1624, the white 
snake becomes a dot ing wife and loving mother. A Buddhis t priest , however, disapprove . 

• ,. of her.unio n with a human be ing and has her imprisoned under the floor of a pagoda. Later 
·~~·.::.~'::_. Vers ion s in the form of drama. fic tion. and poetry usually add an extensive epilogue, ir· 

--- which the son o f the white snake rescues her from under the pagoda by virtue of hi , 
exemplary deeds, official pos ition, and hea rt-felt prayers. She consequently ascends tc 
heave n. The latest popular vers ion of the story, written by Tien Han, injects a Communist 
interpre ta ti o n near the end of the story: Blue Snake (White Snake's s ister) and her fo llow
ers overthrow the pagoda and free the imprisoned White Snake. 

In the last ten years. White Snake has often been compa~ed with Lllmia , composed ir· 
18 19 by John Keats. The English poet professed that his poem was inspired by Robert 
Burton'sAnaiomy of Melanch oly (1621) which , in turn. had bee n influe nced by demonol 
ogy from ancient Greece . In Lamia a nd White Snake, we find the archetypal treatment o , 
tra nsformation w hich has fascinated East and West alike. 

The pre sent adaptation of Wh.ite Snake tries to capture the ta le's ric h and humanitariac 
traditions. A lthough White Snake is lovely and humane, her past keeps haunting her as s he 
purs ues love and happiness. In his persecution of White S nuke . Monk Fa Hai is certain)\ 

., inhuma ne and sta nds easily to lose our sympathy. Like P,..pollon<us inLtrmia. however. he i ~ 
clear-sig hted and religious. 

IMM RTAL OFF1CERS· .. ·: ~~ .:: · .. :: .. : .~ .... ... ,,,,.,, ,, 11 , 1111 ,,., ... .. .... . ".' .•• .": 'LYNN CH6Y._.. ;..; .. ~~ .. Th e prese nt translatio~· end~~~~r;_-t; .. ;;~~ r~~ .. ~e prob l cn t ~ thut nrise from music an d 
· .. " ·"· · KATHY .. FOLEY -- . _ .· .. · choreography o rig ina lly designed for production In th hincsc language. Since the 
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.," .... .. ..... ........ . DALE REAM ~·.·. :• , __ :;_:'ci. ;.._ .. ~· ____ • ..,-~.--~ origin_al s~quc ncc of word s. For exarn_ple , o~ the line " ll cre o pagoda casts its shadow on 
· - .... . . . - -~ - -~~~~·~· "-"·"fJ_,.-'-",~~·~-·?the ghtte rma wovc s ," White Snake and Blue Snnko poi nt to u high place a nd then , after a 

W/\'r I fl tl t'l' 
PHYLLIS S. K. LOOK .. .1. _"_ .. .. .sr~cious t UI11, 10werthcirhands to refer,lO"the water.. puL " o n the glittering waves" in the 

~~ -· .. :_beginning of the sc nlence would make the gestures lnup propria te : to invent new gesture s 
;_.... .. . · ..... would destroy tho orig ina l Oavor. On -the other h11nd. to make this English production 
"« - - .. ·-understundu bJ 1 ll Cc r·tuin a mount of. :• t am'pering" wit h se ntence structure and mus ical 

· .;-r- ·~;- ~hr~~.~s h!s b n 111111 v" lunbl~ . We ha~ft;ied to bl ntl uuthc nticity with compr~hens~bility . 
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