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The legendary gathering at the Orchid Pavilion in China took place in 353 CE, 
when Wang Xizhi invited forty-one scholars to participate in the annual Spring 
Purification Festival. During the Tokugawa period (1615-1868), the “Orchid 
Pavilion” became one of  the most important and popular painting themes in 
Japan. Considering the political and ideological circumstances of  Tokugawa 
society, this presentation will analyze how distinct artistic iconographies of  the 
era incorporate the Orchid Pavilion as a painting theme.  

By Kazuko Kameda-Madar, PhD 
Lecturer of  Art History, Hawaiʻi Pacific University 
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