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| completely agree with Taylor (2022) that a proportion of the students’ grades based on
participation or effort would surely facilitate the implementation of ER or any other of the four
skills. Improvement in actual ability can only occur through meaning-based input and output
activities (see Nation, 2007) which are by and large denied students due to the focus on intensive
language study.

Malaysia is an interesting case since a program that is intended to foster reading habits called
“NILAM?” has been in place in all primary and secondary schools, at least nominally, for two
decades. According to Taib et al. (2022), however, it has not been successful since it has all but
been ignored in many schools, and student participation carries no marks in their final course
grades. There is little buy-in from teachers since the program is seen as one of many directives
from the top with little effort to encourage practical implementation.

What is needed goes beyond what we can do by simply writing about the issue. Some form of
direct intervention or political action is needed for the ministries to wake up to the fact that
students cannot improve their language skills without active meaning-focused practice. We need
to encourage local movements where concerned individuals, teachers, administrators and parents
directly approach local influencers to make this happen.
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