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By Greg Banks ∙ Based on the Greek tragedy by Sophocles

Director: Mark Branner
Assistant Director: Todd Farley
Choreographer: Amy Lynn Schiffner 

Set Design: Rachel Filbeck
Costume Design: Marc Marcos 
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Cast List

Antigone                                                     Anna Hamaguchi*
Creon                                    Donovan Oakleaf*
Messenger/Polynices/Chorus                          Alston Albarado
Ismene/Chorus                               Michelle Pitel
Haemon/Eteocles/Chorus                                             Dylan Lee
Eurydice/Tiresias/Chorus                              Christine Lamborn*
Chorus Members:                              Rachel Booze, Alanna Davis,
                                Kristen Johnson, Phillip Kapono Aiwohi-Kim,
                                                     Donalio Saldana, Hepsy Zhang   
Percussionist                                                        I Madé Widana

Director’s Note

WHAT WOULD YOU DO AT FIFTEEN? 

Welcome to Antigone.
Greg Banks adapts Sophocles’ play for a modern audience, specifying that the title 
character is a fifteen-year-old. What a wonderfully bold choice to decide that the 
protagonist in the story is a teenager.
Our society tends to marginalize and minimize the teenage years.  “They’re just 
teens,” we say.  “It’s all chill,” they say.  And a decade or so later these same 
“teens” are now thirty-somethings, playing video games on the sofa at home.  

Perhaps we should demand more of our teenagers.  And ourselves.
I have a son who is now eleven.  His teenage years are coming.  This year we’ve been
talking quite a lot about America’s political process.  We’re talking about Hillary 
Clinton.  And Donald Trump.
And – perhaps because his dad is directing Antigone – we’ve been reading books 
about men and women who stood up for what was right in the face of certain and 
severe consequences.  We’re getting to know Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Corrie ten Boom, 
William Wilberforce and Rosa Parks.

And we’re talking.  Asking questions like: “What would you do if your country 
suddenly passed a decree that went against the very core of your beliefs?” “What 
if disobeying this new law would bring severe punishment?  Perhaps your parents 
might lose their jobs.  You’ll be taunted for standing up to this law.  You might lose 
your life.”
All of that discussion from directing a 2,500 year-old play!?  Who’s to say that the
classics aren’t still valuable?   
Mark Branner, Director of Antigone
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Synopsis

After both of her brothers die on opposing sides of a civil war, Antigone dares to defy King 
Creon, her uncle, by burying her “traitor” brother. This unique theatre for young 
audiences presentation of the classic play explores the boundaries of honor and duty 
for young people in every generation. Testing the conflicts of family versus state, moral 
conviction versus national law and individual responsibility versus communal harmony, 
Antigone is a furious and fast-paced adaptation.

*In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Master of Fine Arts Degree

Produced by special arrangement with Plays for Young Audiences


