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SYNOPSIS

The clear, haunting notes of the lute sound up across the centuries
from ancient China to a modern American city in a theme as old as
mankind. "'Pi Pa Ki" is the story of the lute and the lute plays the song
of filial piety.

“Honor thy father and mother” is written in more than one lan-
guage. Tsai Yong, the young scholar, blessed of a beautiful and loving
wife but unfortunate in a father who is overzealous for his son’s suc-
cess, reluctantly sets out for Peking to seek fortune.

Fortune smiles on Tsai Yong. He becomes a magistrate high in
the favor of the “son of heaven,” but the same fortune which surrounds
him with glory becomes a curse to him. Despite his protests, the “Voice
of Jade' decrees that he shall marry the Princess Nieou Chi. In Tchin
Lieou, the home of Tsai Yong's youth, the famine demon hovers over
the heads of Tsai, Madame Tsai and Tchao Ou-Niang, but in Peking
the wedding ceremony of their loved one goes on.

Tchao Ou-Niang, believing in her husband's fidelity, goes through
the depths of suffering to save his parents from starvation but death
attends their footsteps. At their tombs Tchao Ou-Niang is given Tsai
Yong's lute by spirits and bidden to don the garments of a nun and

seek her husband.

In the capital, Tsai Yong is ignorant of the death of his parents
yet he is not happy. His lute plays sad songs to the little Princess in
memory of his beloved Tchao Ou-Niang.

As a nun, Tchao Ou-Niang seeks alms at the temple of Fo in
Peking. There she sees her husband in splendour before the shrine of
Amida Buddha. Broken-hearted, the girl prepares to leave the city,
sending the lute to Tsai Yong as a symbol.

Princess Nieou seeks out Tchao Ou-Niang, sacrifices her wifehood
and accomplishes the happy reunion of Tsai Yong and his first wife.

THEATRE GUILD ANNOUNCEMENTS

The University of Hawaii Theatre Guild wishes to announce the presentation of
“Namu Amida Butsu,” a Japanese play, on April 21, 22 and 23, as the third dramatic
offering of its yearly program of presentations of the four major racial groups of
the campus.

The fourth production will be the Hawaiian Pageant on Lei Day.




