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state Rep. Andrew Levin
said yesterday he has aban-
doned 3 proposal to set uwp a
speetdl Hawalian “claims come
mission” and instead will push
ahead with legistution giving
Hawaiians the right 1o sue aver
landtrust disputes.

Levin. chairman of the House
Water. Land Use, Development
and lHawaban Affairs Commit-
tee. said, however. he wasn't
ceriam that the controversial
“right-10-sue” bill will make it
out of his cummitice

“I will discuss with my com-
nutiee the eaact forim the bill
might take,” Levin said after a
lengthy public heartng yester-
day. "I'm sery comfortable
with my recommendations. but

I 'm just ene vate out of 15

pushes land-trust right te sue

The medasure has been cp-
poesed by Attorney General
Warren Price and various busi-
ness and community groups.
They warn it could throw open
the doors to new vast arcas of
litigation against government
and could cause huge costs that
wouid Le borne by all taxpay-
ers.

Hawailan groups and their
supporters  posh-poch  such
fears, saying there s no evi-
dence that the right to sue
weuld produce a flood of litiga-
tion. And whatever money {4
won. they argue, would simply
Le repayment for losses Hawar
ians have suffered over the
Years

A group cailing wself Ciwvil
Itights for Hawaiians yeatorday
vharged thal opponents of the
right-ta-zue bill are engaging i
racial discrimination
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About GO people held a mini-
rally and news conference at
the state Capitol W protest
against the business groups and
others oppasing the bill,

Haunani Trask. spokeswoman
for the group, contended that
those whe oppase the right o
sue are gulty of “institutional
racism’ since the same oljecs
tions are not raised in other
Lontron erles.

Price. she noted. has filed a
brief with the U.S. Supreme
Court joiming a Cahfornia suit
that secks reparations for Japa-
nese whe lust property and

cther rights because of World
War I internment.

The Japanese reparatiois st
comtends there should be no
stattle of limitations. ‘F'rask
nated. Buat in the case of the
right to sue, Price has argued
against any waiver of sovereign
immunity and for a limited stat-
ute of Hmitations.

“l s clear o us as natve
Hawaitans, that the atterey
Acncral has two standards: one
for Japapese clatmants and
another for nal Tlawannins
based on zaee.” che snd.

There's no vonflict, Prce
sisted yesterday.

In  the cuse of  Lapane
Amenains, he said. be s fight
g for citizens of Huwiam to pet
redress for a wrong cominiticd
by the fuderal government, In
the case uf the nght-to-see il
Price #2id, he {5 acting in his

foae ws alarney for the slele
(S V1 1S ve o protect tho
baswe defense of sover
Mt
Yuu cant dras an aaiogy
we said. “These peaple have not
been paprisoned.- These people
Ravi ol been scparated i the
of race”
Price sad. o
supports the 18
for Huswanans
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