
place emphasis upon understand· 
ing o( basic mathematical concepts 

and encourage participation of 
students in the development of 
ideas is certainly no guarantee that 
instruction will be improved. The 
aucial factor in the learning situa· 
tion is still a well-informed teach· 
er who conveys the excitement of 
the discipline to his students. 

Only by preparing tead1ers who 
arc thoroughly familiar with the 
content and related topics of the 
courses which they teach, who un· 
derstand the learner anc\ the com· 
plexitics of the learning process, 
who stress understanding mul ori· 
ginality of thought in their c:lasses, 
who have the confidence and 
courage to make changes in the 
light of past experience and ex· 
pcrimentation in the field, and 
who feel that the encl of formal 
college coursework is just the be
ginning of a continuous process of 
\earning through indivi<hwl study 
and teaching, can we hope to pro· 
vic\c the mathcmatks education 
aclequa te for our times. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
BEGIN NING LANGUAGE ARTS 
INSTRUCTION WITH GHIL· 
OREN by Harold G. Shane, l\Iary 
E. Reddin, and Margaret C. Gil· 
Iespie. Columbus: Charles E. Mer
rill Books, Inc., 1961. 286 PP· 
.~5.95, 

Re11ie11red by Ed11a Lee Leib, Assistant 
Professor of Ed11c11tio11, U11frrmity of 
Hawaii 

Authors of this new book about 
the teaching of language arts in 
the ear ly school years arc Harold 
G. Shane, Dean of the School ol 
Education, Indiana University, and 
Mary E. Reddin and Margaret C. 
Gi llcspic, holh Assistant Pro res· 
sors, Department ol Elementary 
Educ;1lion, University of Hawaii. 
Their book makes a significant 
rnmribution lo the field of Jang· 
uage art~. It i:. particularly hclp
fol in the area of oral language 
de\'clopmcnl. The practic.al sug
gestiom made by the authors Jor 
guiding a chi Id'~ lea ming through 
ob!ierving, hearing, and speaking 
during the fir'st years in sd10ol arc 
i1waluable. 

Par t I deals with the primiplcs 
governing the cffe<tivc u~e ol 
methods and m;Heria Is m the 
kindcrga 1 ten·p• ima1 y years; Part 
II propme~ practical suggestions 
for improving c.htssroom pranicc 
in the language arts <hiring this 
pe1 iod. ·1 he second pan is better 
organ i1ed, and, possibly because of 
my own work. with children, more 
interesting. The outlines presented 
at the beginning of eac.h <haptcr 
seemed confming in the first sec
tion but helpful in the ~ccond. 
However, in the first half of the 
book I particularly liked the con· 
cise, very reada ble way in which 
current trends and re~earch find
ings are prc~ented and the graphic 

way in which developmental levels 
of growth in the language ans arc 
shown. On the whole, the unity 
of the book is t111usm1Ily well main· 
tained. 

Ch:1pter Eleven, which suggests 
artivities that help children use 
oral la ngl1age effectively, i.~ one of 
the mmt ' 'auahlc in the book. The 
pitfall~ of the "show and tell" peri
ml c.111 be a rnidecl if tearhers fol· 
low the .~uggestions offered for 
making this portion of the day 
worth the time devoted to it in 
the kinderganen·primary program. 
The pre.~entation of this topic is 
the bc:.t that I have found in an y 
book and should be particularl y 
helpful for kindergarten teachers. 
I would ha\'C liked the authors to 
emphasize equally ways of teach
ing beginning reading, since this 
area occupies surh an important 
place in the rurricul um of the first 
and ~crnncl grades. Specific sug· 
ge.~tion s for helping the child 
achieve a basic reading vocabulary 
would be of immeasurable assist· 
an<e to the inexperienced teacher. 
The section of the hook devoted 
to the individualized reading pro· 
gram i.~ rnnciscly and realistically 
pre.~ente<I, and the references in· 
el uded in the fina I chapter of the 
book arc carefully and judiciously 
~elected. 

About format of the hook: I 
would prefer a somewhat larger 
type. While the illustrations arc 
timely and charming, I cannot help 
but think that the authors from 
Hawaii are mis~ing a wonderful 
opportunity in not using photo· 
graphs taken in their own ~chools. 
These would have high interest 
va Jue beca use of their special Jo. 
cale, showing d1ildren of many dif. 
ferent cultural backgrounds work· 
ing together. 
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