
he worked alongside Ray 

Baker and the other 

grounds staff for three years 

as student help until he fin-

ished his bachelor's degree 

in Tropical Plant and Soil 

Sciences in 2010. Like eve-

ryone in the grounds de-

partment Bronson works on 

everything from planting, 

weeding, and mowing to 

chainsaw work and gather-

ing flowers and foliage for 

special events and classes. 

We are delighted to have 

Bronson Yadao join the col-

lections and grounds de-

partment at Lyon Arbore-

tum. Bronson has a great 

deal of experience working 

with tropical plants and 

landscaping gained both 

during his formal education 

at the University of Hawai‘i  

at Mānoa as well as while 

growing up on a family farm 

on the island of Kaua‘i . He is 

no stranger to Lyon because 

We are very glad to have 

him back at Lyon Arbore-

tum! 

     - Mashuri Waite 

The Lyon Arboretum Welcomes Bronson Yadao 
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We acknowledge, with gratitude, the 
following donors: 

 Mr. & Mrs. Hiroshi Higaki -Kirby Vacuum  

Richard & Wanda Carlson—Tools & Supplies 

Patty Iwamoto– Mangoes for Jams & Jellies 

Les & Delle Swindale-Worm Bins & Worms 

The Kukui Leaf is published quarterly by the Lyon Arboretum, 3860 Mānoa Road, Honolulu, Hawai´i 96822.               
This newsletter is available in an alternate format upon request.  Editors: Malia Hitch, Derek Higashi 

  

Have you ever wondered if Superman exists?  Well....  

one has been spotted at the Lyon Arboretum.  He is 

faster than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a lo-

comotive and able to leap tall buildings with a single 

bound.  He is none other than our Clancy Ako.  Although 

his primary job is building maintenance, you might see 

him weed whacking, cleaning public areas, manning the 

desk at the visitor’s center and even on occasion he has 

been assisting with field trips.  Along with all these du-

ties at the Lyon Arboretum, he has volunteered as a cook for numerous arboretum func-

tions.  

From greeting visitors in the parking lot, to keeping the staff laughing at lunch with all his 

humorous encounters, Clancy has definitely brought a new and bright attitude to the ar-

boretum.  Please thank Clancy for all he does for us and for earning this inaugural Arbore-

tum Aloha Award! 

Wish list: school field trip subsidies ($100 ea.), 

garden hoses ($45 ea.), Rite-in-the-Rain ink-jet paper 

($86), keiki rain ponchos ($5 ea.), HD laminator ($250), 

laptop computer ($1,000), Silky short hand saw ($65), 

rain jackets ($40 ea.), sickles ($3 ea), two 8’ fiberglass 

step ladders ($140 ea.) 

Mahalo for your support!   
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From the Director’s Desk  
Season’s 
greetings to 
you all!  An-
other year 
has come 
and gone, 
and what an 

incredible year it has been.  We have 
set new records in visitors, students, 
donations, and research use of the 
grounds.  They say it is better to 

give than to receive, but I am de-
lighted that we give you so much 
that you have seen fit to support us 
so generously.  All the staff are 
deeply grateful for your support and 
kōkua and look forward to continue 
to build relationships with you in the 
coming year.  As you make your New 
Year’s resolutions, there is one that 
will be so easy to keep; namely, 
come and visit us often!   

Hau‘oli makahiki hou 
                                    - Christopher Dunn 

Volume XXXV, No. 4  Winter 2011/2012 

Exploring The Arboretum With Mashuri 
The kūau is 

a beautiful 

fern with 

stiff, up-

right 

fronds that 

grow to 

about 2 

feet tall.  

The thick, 

almost succulent leaves give the 

fern a robust almost plastic-like feel 

that is quite a contrast to the soft 

texture of most ferns. It grows on 

the ground in moderately dry to 

moderately wet lowland forest on 

the main Hawaiian Islands and was 

formerly common but now difficult 

to find. The kūau is in the genus As-

plenium which is the fern genus with 

the most species worldwide as well 

as in Hawai‘i . It has 28 species na-

tive to Hawai‘i  of which 16, includ-

ing the kūau,  are endemic to Ha-

waii. At Lyon Arboretum you can 

see a kūau clump planted under the 

jabon tree (Citrus maxima) at the 

beginning of the trail in the Native 

Garden by the visitors' center. We 

were very pleasantly surprised this 

summer when we noticed that it had 

spread by spores to a nearby rock to 

produce several still very small kūau 

plants.  We hope that we will con-

tinue to see more new plants of this 

fern appear around the garden.  

Because the kūau and Hawaiian 

ferns in general are not faring very 

well in the face of disturbance by 

pigs and goats, and competition 

from alien weeds it is all the more 

important that we try to provide a 

place for native ferns in our human 

landscape.  Fortunately, several sec-

tions of Lyon Arboretum, such as the 

slope above the African Palm Sec-

tion, harbor good numbers of the 

native hapu`u tree ferns and pala`a 

ferns.  But we hope to do more to 

encourage more native ferns at the 

arboretum. Towards this goal we are 

starting a new native Hawaiian fern 

garden along the pathway from the 

Rain Shelter into Fern Valley.  A gen-

erous donation from Helber, Hastert 

& Fee, Planners initiated the plant-

ing of the garden with seven species 

of native ferns from native fern 

grower Kay Lynch in December 

2011. Another five species were pro-

vided by the Lyon Arboretum Mi-

cropropagation Lab for a total of 12 

native fern species including a new 

planting of kūau.  The plants are still 

small but in the coming months, as 

they grow out to full size and as we 

add new species, we expect this 

garden to be a great place to enjoy 

the diversity of native ferns and you 

may possibly decide to plant some 

in your home garden.   

                                    - Mashuri Waite 

Kūau  



happening at the Arboretum.  We fol-
lowed our Annual Meeting with a won-
derful tour of the new Hale Hālāwai , 
lead by Līloa Dunn.  We also look for-
ward to the construction of the new 
native Hawaiian plant micropropaga-
tion facility, thanks in large part to 
grants from the Hau‘oli Mau Loa Foun-
dation, the Cooke Foundation, and the 
support of the University of Hawai‘i .  
Lyon Arboretum Association was able 
to donate $20,000 toward that project, 
thanks to the continued support of our 
membership and benefactors.  Also in 
the works is the construction of a Gar-
den of Remembrance.  Stephen Haus 
has put together a wonderful design for 
this special project which will honor 

significant members of the Lyon Arbo-
retum community and anyone who 
wishes to remember family or friends 
who are no longer with us.  While it is 
anticipated that the Garden of Remem-
brance will ultimately pay for itself, the 
Lyon Arboretum Association is proud to 
be able to provide the capital to get the 
project underway.  Those of you who 
attended our Annual Meeting were 
treated to a presentation of what should 
be a spectacular project. 

 Thank you for your continued 
support as we look forward to a chal-
lenging but exciting year in 2012! 

-Jonathan Steiner 

Aloha friends and 
members.  It is with 
humility and great 
pleasure that I begin 
my term as President 
of the Lyon Arboretum 
Association.  By way of 
introduction, I have 

served as a Board Mem-
ber since before Christopher Dunn be-
came the Director of Lyon Arboretum, 
and have watched the Arboretum truly 
blossom under his leadership.  I recall as 
a teenager hiking and exploring in the 
Arboretum and Mānoa  Valley, and it is 
an honor to be able to give back to this 
wonderful institution. 

 There are lots of exciting things 

Update from the Lyon Arboretum Association President 

The Kukui Leaf  Page 3 LAA office phone:  988-0464  •  Email: laassoc@gmail.com 

LYON ARBORETUM ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Member Level (Circle 1) 1 Year 2 Years Indicate how you want to pay: 

Student/Senior (65+)/Military    $20    $35 ____  Check payable to Lyon Arboretum Association 

Individual    $40    $75 ____  Please charge my   ____Visa   ____M/C 

Family    $55  $100 Account # ______-______  - ______- ______  

Charitable Tax Deductible Donation   Expiration Date  ____/____ Security Code: _____ 

Koa  $500 and above   Signature _______________________________________ 

`Ōhi`a lehua $250 to $500   Name __________________________________________  

`Ilima Up to $250   Address_________________________________________ 

E-mail address ________________________________ Phone no.  _______________________________________ 
Mail to Lyon Arboretum Association, 3860 Mānoa Road, Honolulu, HI  96822 

 

Jonathan Steiner, President 

Greg Kerner, 1st Vice President 

Paul Sibley, 2nd Vice President 

Ann Kadowaki, Secretary 

Michael Moore, Treasurer 

James Bell 

Lisa Cavanah 

Eric Crispin 

Mark Hastert 

Sono Hirose-Hulbert 

Richard Kennedy 

Trudie Taylor, Past President 

Christopher Dunn, Director 

Margaret Armstrong, Advisory Board 

Emmy Seymour, Advisory Board 

Susan Spangler, Advisory Board 

Lillian Ito, Administrative Assistant 

David McCauley 

Chuck Pearson 

Rick Quinn 

Manning Richards 

Trudy Schandler-Wong 

Diana Snyder 

LAA Board Members 2011—2012 

The Lyon Arboretum Association (LAA) is a not-for-profit volunteer organization that works closely with the Arboretum 

professional staff and supplements Arboretum programs with support for conservation biology, community outreach , edu-

cation and research through fundraisers, intern programs and facility improvements. 

Membership benefits include: 

Quarterly newsletter 

Discounts on the wide assortment of botanical books, cookbooks, and gift items in the Arboretum Giftshop 

Discounts on classes, workshops, and other programs 

Free admission to the Arboretum grounds 
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LYON ARBORETUM GUIDES TRAINING CLASS       Instructor: Jill Laughlin  
Learn about the Arboretum and its collections, join our elite guides group and help share your Aloha with garden 
visitors. This series of 5 classes is for those seriously interested in becoming a garden guide at Lyon Arboretum. Classes 
will meet weekly and include both indoor and outdoor sessions. Classes cover plant conservation, Hawaiian natural 
history, Hawaiian ethnobotany, and the Arboretum’s special gardens and collections. All participants will be expected to 
guide garden tours at the Lyon Arboretum after completion of the classes. 
 5 Wednesdays: 1/11/12, 1/25/12, 2/1/12, 2/15/12 and 2/29/12  9:30 – 11:30 a.m.   $25  
 
EAT YOUR GREENS AND GRAINS (a TGCH Stepping Stones Class)    Instructor: Alyssa Moreau  
Learn how to make cooking greens, beans and grains fast and healthy using a pressure cooker.  
Friday, January 20        9:30-11:30 a.m.   $30  
 
MOSSES AND BRYOPHYTES         Instructor: Dr. Mashuri Waite 
Mashuri Waite will provide a brief introduction to mosses and other bryophytes followed by a survey of the more easily 
identified Hawaiian mosses, then join Mashuri for a short walk around the Arboretum to observe mosses found at Lyon. 
Dress for muddy trails and mosquitoes.  
Saturday January 21        9-11:30 a.m.    $15  
 
COFFEE: FROM BEAN TO CUP         Instructor: Hajime Fujisaki  
Can’t get enough caffeine in your life? Learn how to grow, harvest, and roast your own coffee. Learn the process from 
planting the coffee and picking the berries to roasting the beans. We’ll take a short hike to see some of the Arboretum’s 
coffee varieties and learn about pruning and care, then finish with a coffee tasting, including the Arboretum’s own 
specialty coffee.  
Saturday January 28        9-11:30 a.m.    $20 
  
KINU & KAPA: A Collaboration of Asian & Pacific Fiber Arts    Akihiko Izukura & Moana Eisele 
 A class for experienced kapa makers, BY INVITATION ONLY, co-sponsored by Temari, Center for Asian and Pacific Arts, 
and the center for Japanese Studies, UHM.  
Sunday, - Tuesday, January 29-31      9:00 – 2:00   fee to be announced  
KINU & KAPA EXHIBIT at Lyon Arboretum opens Saturday Feb. 11.  
 
FAMILY FUN: HEALTHLY COOKING WITH KIDS       Instructor: Alyssa Moreau  
This class is for CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS. Be ready for a fun, hands-on morning in the kitchen, and help your child 
learn about some easy, healthy, nutritious, and kid-friendly eating options! You and your child will pre-pare & sample fig 
and bran energy bars (a big hit In our summer kid’s classes!), create a new twist on the ever-popular musubi, make tofu 
and veggie dippers and dipping sauces, and lettuce leaf tacos. Get your kids off the yellow cardboard lunch boxes (bad 
for their bodies and our planet) and into something healthy and delicious! This class is for children currently in grades K-
5, and their parents (or grandparents, aunties, etc). Class size is limited.  
Saturday February 4        9-11:30 a.m.  $25 for team of 1 child and 1 adult  
 

Classes  

Spring 2012  Harold L. Lyon Arboretum 

University of Hawai`i at Mānoa  
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FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS: GATHERINGS FROM YOUR GARDEN  
(a TGCH Stepping Stones Class)         Instructor: Pat Wassel  
Make creative arrangements with materials from your garden, dried as well as fresh. Please bring your own clippers and 
be ready to create!  
Friday, February 10      9:30-11:30 a.m.    $15 + $5 Supply fee  
 
INTRODUCTION TO HAWAIIAN KAPA        Instructor: Ka`iulani de Silva  
Kaiulani will provide a background and cultural history of kapa, including legends, the history of kapa in the South Pacific 
and Hawai`i, and the process of making kapa, including plants, tools, techniques, dyes, printing and scenting. Students 
will design and create their own piece of kapa in this hands-on session using traditional Hawaiian tools and stamps.  
Saturday, February 11      9-12:30 a.m.     $20  
 
LAUHALA BRACLETS          Instructor Wendy Kamai  
Learn how to select, prepare and work with lauhala, the leaves of the Pandanus tree. Wendy will teach you the 
techniques involved with this traditional Hawaiian craft. During the class you will create your own lauhala bracelet.  
Saturday Feb. 25      9:30 - 11:30 a.m.    $20 
  
HAKU LEI WITH BILL CHAR (a TGCH Stepping Stones Class)     Instructor: Bill Char  
Learn to wili a wristlet with a master leimaker. This traditional winding technique is most versatile for making lei, hair 
pieces and even table toppers. Please bring clippers or utility scissors. 
 Friday, March 2      9:30 - 11:30 a.m.    $15 + $5 supply fee 
  
ORGANIC GARDENING: SOIL TO TABLE        Instructor: Dr. Kimberly Clark  
In this hands-on workshop you will learn about soil science, composting, organic gardening, and nutrition so you can 
create a healthy and sustainable organic garden in your own backyard. Learn techniques to improve soil quality by using 
locally available organic materials such as limu, beneficial microorganisms, worm compost-ing, rock phosphate, and 
manure. Learn child-safe, earth-friendly methods of pest control.  
Saturday March 10      9:30 - 11:30 a.m.    $20 
  
PAINTING ON NATURAL FIBERS        Instructor: Wendy Kamai  
Create your own original silk scarf or cotton bandana for a colorful one-of-a-kind accessory or gift. Create colorful fluid 
designs on silk fabric, using a wax resist process. Utilize dyes created specifically for use with fabrics to get vibrant 
intense color. Learn how to use salt as a drying agent to get impressive results with simple designs! 
 Saturday March 17      9:30 - 11:30 a.m.    $25 
  
CHILDREN’S SPRING BREAK CLASS: SCIENCE & ART IN NATURE    Instructors: Lyon Education Staff  
Join us for three full days of fun, hands-on learning and adventure at the Arboretum. Students will spend their days 
hiking through the rain forest, exploring the garden, doing photography, cooking, art and Hawaiian crafts. For children 
currently enrolled in grades 1-5. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, March 12-14   8:30 am-2:30 pm    $120 
  
CHILDREN’S SPRING BREAK CLASS: GARDEN ADVENTURES   Instructors: Lyon Education Staff  
Join us for two full days of Arboretum Art and Adventures! Students will explore the rainforest from the forest floor to 
the canopy, view a waterfall from a Hawaiian forest lookout, and take a closer look at the science of pollination in action. 
This is an active class with a balance of outdoor and indoor activities, including art projects, hikes, and lots of garden 
adventures. For children currently enrolled in grades 1-5.  
Thursday & Friday, March 15 –16    8:30 am-2:30 pm    $80 
 
 

 For CHILDREN’S CLASS REGISTRATION, please download our children’s class registration forms at: 

www.hawaii.edu/lyonarboretum 
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Other Classes Coming Up: (dates and times to be announced)  

Check our website at: www.hawaii.edu/lyonarboretum for more details 
 

Garden Mosaics: Garden Stepping Stones Ambesa Giles will be back this spring with another mosaic tile class...this 
time for adults!  
 
Rain Gardens and Bioretention Systems: Gardening to Recharge our Island Aquifer Jolie Wanger will do a 
workshop on designing & creating backyard gardens that can capture rainwater runoff, and help prevent erosion.  
 
Stepping Stones to Good Gardening: Every year the Garden Club of Honolulu and the Lyon Arboretum part-ner to 
offer a series of classes for the community. Watch our website for the announcement of this year’s classes.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
Advanced registration is required for all classes. You will be enrolled in the class the day your payment is received. 
Class size is limited, and classes fill quickly. To avoid disappointment, register early.  
 
Payment may be made by check, cash or credit card. To register, call the Arboretum’s business office at:  
(808) 988-0456, drop off or mail your registration to the business office: c/o Class registration:  
Lyon Arboretum, 3860 Mānoa Road, Honolulu, HI. 96822.  
 
Class Cancellation and Refund Policy  
If it is necessary to cancel your registration, please notify Lyon Arboretum at (808) 988-0456. A full refund, (less a 
$5.00 handling charge) will be issued with a minimum 7-day advance notification before the class date. No refunds 
will be made if you fail to show up for the class. The Arboretum reserves the right to cancel a class. A full refund 
will be issued if the class is cancelled by the Arboretum.  
 

ADULT CLASS REGISTRATION FORM  
Please register me for: _________________________________________________________  

(Print title of class)  
 

and : __________________________________________________________________  
(Print title of class)  

 
My name is: ________________________________________________________________________________  

(Please print)  

 
My address is: ______________________________________________________________________________  

Street City State ZIP  

 
Daytime phone #: _____________________________________________________________  

(Please print)  

 
Email address: _______________________________________________________________  

(Please Print)  

 

Total class fees enclosed: ___________________ 
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Raffle Prize 
For those who sign up 

for the email newsletter by 
March 23rd, you will be eligible 

for a $10 gift certificate that will 
be redeemable at the Arbore-

tum gift shop.  Congratulations 
to Nancy Kapiko, our Winter 

2011 raffle prize winner.   
Good luck!   

For more information about donating to the Arboretum, please contact the UH Foundation (Emily Fay or Harriet 
Cintron at 956-8103 or manoa.development@uhf.hawaii.edu) or the Director of the Arboretum at 988-0457.   

Please send to: Lyon Arboretum / UHF, Appeal code: 09LY2, 3860 Mānoa Rd, Honolulu, HI 96822  

Name:___________________________________________      Phone: (        )_________ — _________________ 

Address: ________________________  City:___________________      Zip: __________Email: ________________________ 

  Payment method:  ______ check (payable to Lyon Arboretum/UHF, Attn account #12043404) 

       Or Credit Card: _____ (Visa)       _____ (Master Card)       _____ (American Express) 

Account #: __________ — _________ —_________— _________ Exp date: _______/________  Security code: _________ 

Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

Save the trees! 

If you’d like to receive  
future newsletters in pdf 

format via email,  
please contact  

higashi2@hawaii.edu 

We extend extreme gratitude to these donors for their support: 

$10,000-$25,000 

Ms. Patrice Young Ho 

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Woo 

Dr. Lowell Young 

 

$500-$1499 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Richard Burson 

Chancellor Virginia Hinshaw & Mr. William Hinshaw 

 

$100-$500 

Mr. & Ms. Richard A. Carlson 

Mr. & Mrs. James K. Hamasaki 

Mr. William Liggett & Ms. Suzanne Harada 

Ikebana International Honolulu Chapter 56 

Mr. Richard I. Inouye 

International Folk Dancers of Hawaii 

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel H. Katayama 

Dr. & Mrs. Nakashima 

Mr. & Mrs. Futao Terashima 

Dr. & Mrs. Paul K. Bienfang 

Up to $99 

Ms. Evelyn F. Cox 

Dr. & Mrs. Gene W. Doo 

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Y. Itoga, Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence K. Kano 

Ms. Denise M. Miyahana 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerritt Nishiki 

Mr. & Ms. Lester T. Shoji 

Ms. Nancy Wyen 

Ms. Joan Yanagi 



 

Arboretum Hours: 

Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm 
Saturday, 9am-3pm 

Closed on Sundays & Holidays 

$5 Docent led tours available 
at 10am, Monday-Saturday.  

Please call 988-0461 for 
reservations. 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H a w a i ´ i - M ā n o a  

H a r o l d  L .  L y o n  A r b o r e t u m  

3860 Mānoa Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96822 

Phone: 808-988-0456 

www.hawaii.edu/lyonarboretum 
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Arboretum Staff 

Director:  

Dr. Christopher Dunn 

Administration: Destin       

Shigano, Derek Higashi 

Education & Volunteer  

Programs:  Jill Laughlin, 

Richard Sears, Reiko Trow 

Plant Collections & Grounds:  

Mashuri Waite, Hajime Fuji-

saki, Bronson Yadao 

Ethnobotany: Līloa Dunn, 

Poco Compehos  

Arborist: Steve Connolly 

Micropropagation Lab: Nellie 

Sugii, Cindy Nose, Doug Oka-

moto, Adam Williams 

Seed Lab: Tim Kroessig 

Horticulture: Liz Huppman, 

Carol Nakamura 

Botanist:  Karen Shigematsu 

Facilities / Maintenance: Ken 

Seamon, Clancy Ako 

Assorted Ti, Orchids, Anthuriums, Gingers, 
Heliconias, Bromeliads, Tillandsias, Native 

Plants, Garden and Lanai Plants, 
 Jams & Jellies. Haku Leis & Wristlets 

FREE ADMISSION For more information call 988-0456 

Date: Saturday May 12th    9am-2pm  

Spring Plant Sale  
 At the Lyon Arboretum 

To volunteer at the plant sale, contact jlaughli@hawaii.edu or 988-0461. 

FREE shuttle service to the Arboretum. 

Pick up points at Po’elua St. and Nipo St. where they 

intersect with Manoa Rd. 


