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BIOGRAPf-IIC.:AL SlltvlMARY: PETRA IZON, 11011sewife, retired caJ1Ilery \A!orker

Petra IZ011, Visa)'an, was born in Iloilo, Philjppine Islands on April
24, 1905. She came to f-Iawaij in 1922 \vit}1 11er sisters, nlother, and t\vO
brothers-in-Ia\v. 'fhe Inen\V-Cre cOTIling to work on the plantatioll. rrhey
were assigned to Halemano, Waialua.

Petra had completed five years of school i11 tl1c Phi1ippines. For
a\vhi Ie, she helIJedmake hot water for workers' baths. She met and married
Mr. 1ZOl1 \"ho was FroJn I)anay, the saIne islaIld she had conle [raIn in. the
Phi] il)pines. rrhey are the parents of e.ight children.

Petra \\1~orked for thelJ.S. f~ngineering Departmellt as a \vaitress
in the lT18Sshall dllring World War II . Later, she worked at the l1ineapple
C311nery as a trimmer.

Mr. and Mrs. IZOl1 now live in Wahiawa.



187

Tape No. 1-4~1-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Petra D. Izon

Jun.e 17, 1976

Wahiawa, Hawaii

BY: Araceli Agoo

AA; TIlis is an interview with Mrs. Petra D. Izon of 94 Dole Road, Wahiawa.
Jtlne 17, 1976. Okay let's b.egin by telling me how you got to come to
Halv-aii.

PI : Oh, I got to come to Hawaii l)eCallSc all Iny sisters lv-ere comiIlg here to
flawaii. GIlly my mother and me would be left at the Philippines) if we
didn't come.. ,

AA: Why did your fatl1er come to Hawaii?

PI; My fatller? No, I told you my father passed away when I was only...

AA: Oh, I'In sorry.

PI: ... one year and up, or two years.

AA:, -01:ay. How were you able to come to Haw~ii?

PI: My oldest sister 'vcre here before us with her husband and then they went
home to the .Philippines to take vacation. The husband were immigrating
workers to bri11g ]lere to Hawaii. rrhat's why my two brother-in-laws, and
my sisters, they waI1ted to come also. So we follow them.

AA: Didn't you h~ave to be a worker to CaIne to Hawaii?

PI: Not myself;;

AA: Not yourself?

PI: Not me .. But my b'rother- in'-laws, they came here to work.

AA: They sent you to ~Vaictlua or did you live an,vJhere else befol~e you carne to
Waialua?

PI; Oh we came to Waiailla ..

AA: Yo~ came straight to Waialua?
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PI; Jllst for only a night, and thel1w}len tlley found out that my sister and
.my brotller- in-, law 11ere, that we suppose t9 come to Waialua~ Then they
transfer us to'Waiall1~~ I mean to HaleJ1J:ano.

AA: Did you ever WOFk there?

PI: No except for making 110t ,~ater for the ,~orkers? jllst for a little while
I don't know hQwmany·months..

M: To· ta]ce a bath?

PI ; For tllem' to take a bath. There 1~as tlla.t bath house and; they had that
big tllb. Then I boil hot water before tlley come 110me ..

M; Was that for everybody to come to use?

PI; For everybody to take a bath in·that place.

M; How long did you live in Waialua and when did you meet your husband?

PI; OIl, I meet hin} the first year we came because they were 'very good friends
with my orother~,in-,law that come in first.

,M: You're from the same town?

PI: No, the same island of Panay, butit·'s in a different province ..

AA; Can y?U tell me about your marriage then, and your cllildren?

PI; ~1y marriage ,oh? l\Te were 'married by a Waialua priest lut we were n.ot
.married ill Waiailla Churc}l; we were married in Waianae. You know, one
priest before, 11e has the three districts. Kahuku, Waianae and Waialua,
only one priest. That Su~day, the priest was in Waianae so we went to'
Waianae by'train~ (Laughs)

AA: For how long was the trip?

PI : 011, I forgot how many hours ~ I should say, maybe one.·or two hours.

AA: Did you have a wedding gown'? Did you have bridesmaid, stuff like that?

PI: No. Just the maid of J1onor and the best man and I had only tl1e 1v}lite
long dress ffild with a veil.

M: And did you }laye a big party? Did you celebrate?

PI ; Oh yes we had a party. They made a party. AJld I didn ': t know anything
about what they were' doing, and they'made a party~

M: It was11't your family who' took care of the' party'?' It was Mr. Izon"s
family?' .
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PI;' Oh him and by the help of my family too.

AA: Did )TOU .move into your own house after youwepe :Jnarried?

PI: Yeah, we live alone in aIle camp, because' the pest they' move to the other
caJnpi'.

AA.; lVhat otller camp was this.?

PI; That's I-Ialemano Camp, but in HalernanQ 'section tl1ere were ho\v many camps.
And then from the other camps when we arrived-,-that was Camp 2' - -\\Te

moved to Camp Six where he use to liye. Because he was water tender. He
open the wCl;ter; he distribl,lte dOl\TJl there foy irrigatio'n. That was his
job. '

AA: Call you tell me about the bi'rths of your childre.J1then?

PI; Oh, my oldest "vasa boy but he passed a\,vay \\Then he was only tilree· TIlonths,
a baby _ kld tIlen second ,Dolores ~ I had four sons besides the onethat
died and three daughters ... that 's why I }1ave seven r

AA: Can you tell me wilat kind of schooling they had?

PI: Oh tIley. just graduated from Waialua High School. Except one girl, she
graduated from iv1aryknoll ll

AA: Is that the, youngest?

PI; That's tIle youngest girl_ The youngest is a boy .

AA: Oh that's the yOllngest girl. How did you get her to go to Maryknoll.?
It was SUC]l a long distan,ce.

PI: IVly niece daugllter, 'use to go t}lere too, so tI1ere was some'body live
Waialua to pick up them.

AA: Wl1y did you choose to send her to Maryknoll?

PI; Well,s}le wants, because she finish the graJl)JIlar school at St ~ Michael
School and she wants to continue at Catholi~School.

AA: YOllyourself thought that a private school was better than Waialua, High
School '?

PI: ~Vell, of course it"s better bllt it's more expensive.

AA: l\lllat about the education of your otller children?

PI; Oh well, .Dolores jllst gradu~ted from high school in l\laialua and so is the
other bo'y \\Tho just retired from the Ai.r ,Force. And. then my second boy,
he use to go to the 11. (!Jniyersity o£ Hawaii) but he never .£inish~ I

~~_thin~_he h~_~~~_~re year~ Poho'~but I thi~_he-~_a-~~----~-~
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I-Ie' si11Maui . And then my other son, j uni,or, is working at
Live in ,1Vaialua.

AA; J,unior. TIle one with the Boy Scout?

PI: Y,eall.

AA: I kll0\\T 11iln.

PI: TIle choir leader from the church. And then my other daughter who is a
nllrse. She wellt toSt _, Francis.'

AA: She's living in town?

PI: Living at Kalihi? works at Kaiser, And then my other daughter, the one
in Florida~ The Qne tha~ graduated from Maryknoll. My youngest SOil,

living L.A,.

AA; \\lllat about )lOU. _,.were you a housewife?

PI; Oh yes ~

AA: All right~ What about your ·OWll teaching, did you teach them at all
yourself?

PI; OIl, T teach them what I kn,ow when they were yet ill the lo,~er grade
becallse I callnot teacll them too much because I don't have too Inuch
education myself. When r was in Pllilippines I just reach 5th grade.
(Laughs) ,

AA; Okay, how was it like when you were a housewife then? When your kids
were going ~o school~.~

PI ; Ohtve had, a hard. life before because ,~e don't have no electricity where
we used to Iive. \Ve use to wash by hands, and I 'rn busy taking care of
tIle children, keepi,ng tlle house clean.,

AA: Did you garden?

PI: We had a garden~

AA: \Vas it YOllr O\Vl1 g3:rderl or. ~ • ?

PI : ,My own garden ~ 'My 11usband was working on that '!

AA; How were your relationships wit]l the other mothers? Did you sit around
to talk, ~id you go shoppi,;ng together?

DI ~
~ . r Oh yeah ~ J~ight over here T' don't have: any other ,lVothers except my

niece here~, I haye-:my'- two niece here, Or in f~ct ,my daughter, I go
withmy'daughter, -they" cfll1me, or my 'sister down there, 'Mrs, BlIDda",

. . . ..-t., .
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M: When you were ill I-Ialemano, how was your typical day', did you get up at
4;-30 or sometl1ing likG that?

PI: No ~ Because myhusbanddQcs not need to" 1,1e come 110me to eat breakfast,
he just go out and open the water and then fix, everything IIp that he use
to do. Then come home again and eat break,£ast so I don:' t }lave to wake
LIp and make for him lunch' jllst like other workers. (Laughs)

M; Yourhllsband. worked 24 hours? Or becallse he worked as ditchman, he had
irregular hours 7,

PI: - Well, he had l1is own hOllrs. He did not have any foreman that watched
oyer him when he was working. rIe just work byllimself. And then he
COTI)e 'home" A~£ter his breakfast., he go out again, check tIle water and
then come 110me for lunch and then go out again after ,maybe" 1 o'clock.
Because heh~d to make. some calls to the one that receive the water,
the overseer he call down that take 'care of the ,water that they use for
irrigati.on.

M: You got married in 19237

PI; 54 years already 'married" 53 last February.

M: How rna.ny' yea-rs after that did you }1ave your son?

PI; After we are 'married, after one year. But 'my first baby the one tllat died.

M; But \\Then yOll were in fJalemano, how did you go around shopping? Did store
peddlers come up to your hOllse?

PI; I-Iad some' store peddle'rs come around the camp.. But 110t when ,we were only
in one house~ We use to live in only one house, youkna:w.

M: The whole family or you sha'red the house with someone else?

PI; No, my family only in one house. You see they buil t, th.at one house for
us because it's near to the place wl1'ere my husband open and. close the water.

M; You weren't close to very many people then?

PI; rrhe camp, trle pineapple camp is not·very close .., It's like this and that
main road~ But we live alone in one house. So after that we move to a
camp, I'Jle 6~B carrlp., T!1at was whell we just ~ove for a Ee\V' weeks qr lnaybe
a month and then they had the Japanese attack., (Laugh)

AA; Okay, can you tell me about that Japanese attack? How did your family
react? Wh~t did you have to do?

PI; That was early in the.morning .. Tha-t was Sunday, eh? Vve were ill the
neighbor's house ,my', godmother' s house.. 'Because ~ that was th.e day that
her youngE:)r d~ughtei' was· baptized ~ So we were th.ere early in the morning
and we heard in the radio that t11ey were callin,g for all those doctors,
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.nurses, and the one t}lat cou.ld help.. So we listen and listen and tJlen
we kn01\T that they attack, Pearl Harbor.. And we were all excited~

M: Scared?

PI; Scared~ After. that they' order for everyone to ·.make a air raid s11el ter ~

AA.; HO\vdid you go aD'out making YOllr shelter?

PI; I didn't make the shelter, my llusband dig and by the help of ,my son.
(Laugh) And then a,fte'r they dig, we put somethi,ng, inside ~ ,

M; You jllst dug into the grolll1d?

PI; Yes, in the ground 15e'hind our house,

M; I-low did you cover it :"up?

PI; 011 well , we use .only when we hear that' air raid siren. Then weru11
inside there,.. Bllt' if no mQre air 'raid siren, you stay in the house .

M; Everybody }lad to do this?

PI; Oh, yes. Everybody suppose to'make an air raid shelter before.

M; ror how long did you have to use them?

PI; Oh, I forget now how long they were using that. Because later on, too
many soldiers live in our camp. Came from the Mainland.

AA.; They live in your camp?

PI; Yes? they use some of the houses there.

PI: But after wIlen they \vere there, we didn't hear so much t'he air raid
sire!1 alann. They had only that uh ... ,you blow and t}len uh, it's like
the hom~

,M; That was to warn you?

PI; Yea11 , evel~yl)ody kll0W that just to b'e ready in case.. Maybe they suspect
some kind. of enemy airplane. That, that's wlly we Jlave to be alerted too.
You get ready.. '

M; Were there a lot of; families in Halemano about 1930 or was it mostly
single men?

PI ; 1930~, \ve \vere 1.11 that single house ~ That is part of Halemano ~ In
Hfllemano there were ~'ix 'camps in that sectiQn.

M: What do youme~n by, single house? Only' a 'family live inside?
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PI; Only us ~ Tlla,thouse only for us . Built there for us It for my husband
because he have~hts work~,

IAA; What I mean was were there, any other mothers that you .... ?

PI; In tIle other camps .

AA; In t'he other camps? ,You didn't go to visit with them?

PI; Ohyeah, I went, that~s where 'my othe'Y sister were. Near. Andmy
comrades; I haye ,many 'friends,

AA; What about the health of your children? What l<ind of medical treatments
did they receive?

PI; There ,vas medical treatmellt from the doctor beCatlSe t11e doctor lIse to
come up to Halemano b·efore.

AA: Dr .. Davis?

PI; .Dr e' :Davis. He had small, clinic tllere behind, near the store.

AA; The store in Halemano?Did he take care of only Halemano or the ot]1er ...

PI; Dr ~ Davis? No, 1Vaialua ~ The whole Waialua. But there was a certain
day that he come to our section, Halemano, or sometimes he go to the
oth,er sections of Halemano or Waialua ..

AA; Did yOll go to the hospital to give birth· to your babies?

PI; Not all.. The first four at home. Before we were kinda ignorant yet.
You k.nowwe come from t]1ePhilippin,es, we scared of the ~ doctor.. But
after that ?DIX". ,Davis advised /me to go to the hospital.. So the rest·
all." ..

AA: lVho helped you then dllri11g your ~ .... ?

PI; 011, the midwife. She was a 'very good .midwife.

AA; She l1elped other lad~ies~ give birth too?

PI: Oh she was busy~

AA: You have to pay her?

PI ; 0]1, she did everything I think that was ten dollars ~

AA; Did you go' t11YOllgh the Pilipino cllstom of stayi.ng in the house and haying
hea.t conJe tq you? H~ying ,people heat you1'

PI: No, not apr side 0.£ the' Philippines.



M: You did11 't have to }Joil guava lea.ves ill llot water?

, PI: No. I blOW about tllat. Some people did that but no, not me.

M: Your mother, d,idIl't she come to give you some of hel" own medical help,
what she tllOllgllt ,vas •••

PI:, No ..

AA: She didn't come to make yOll clr"ink little things?

PI: I'thinkI remember only wIlat to give to the baby. That wIlen the fiI~st

bOlll ba.by you give that juice of the bitter melon leaves in the baby's
mouth.

AA: Bitter melon, we do that, too. '

PI : all yea11? (IJauglls)

AA: I)id 1)1". Davis examine you before yOll gavebi'rtll?

PI: Olle nllTse,' before she use to com.e around tIle CaJTIp.

M: flow regularly? Every once a week?

PI: I tllirik th.at was Ollce a week.

AA: So slle got to. see you. once a week?

PI: illl hull. If )'OU lleed. JTledicine then she can give you.

M: What about )Tour other children? l'hey were b'orn at Waialua Hospi tal?

PI: Yea]l.

M: Again D'r. Davis?

PI : No. J~ot Ollly Dr. IJavis. Dr.. Davis and WI10 was the doctor? I forget
alread)J 4l

M: Dr. Hatelid?

PI: Yeah, I tllink Dr 4l Hatelid well follow ()r. Davis?

M: Vv11en the)' got sick did your children ever get rnlUllp5 or ichickerl pox?

PI: Ohyes.

AA: They stayed at home thrcugh it or did they go to the hospital?

PI: Oh yeah, they stay at hOTIlebut I talk wi tIl tIle doctor.

M: ' l\lhat did you tllink of tIle Iuedical care? Did you think i twas ...

PI: I think that was .very good one, yeah.

194
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M: Oka'y, call y'Otl tell mealJout you'r jol) tllcn?

PI: ivfy jolJs? (LaugJ1s) 1vf)r job's takiIlg cal--C of tIle c]lildren, tIle hOl.lSe.
But dll1~irlg lVorld War II I tlsed to work at tIle U.S.l~.D.

PI : lhli ted. States 1:11giIlec·r. (lJni tecl States I~llgil1eeri!lg l)cIJartnlc11t) I think
tIley l'JeTe lnclkillg sOlnethiJlg at tIle (KipaI)a) Glllcll. TJiggin.g a.lld ...

M: (Jll, by Kipapa?

PI: Yeah. ArId tIlell \,ye lISe to work at tIle JlleSS Jlall.

M: Did yOll llave tllis jab because ),rOll n.eeded the TIIOney or )'OLI lv-ere sort
of l)lacecl in.to i t~?

PI: lVell, h'e n.eed TnOl1ey~. lVho dOll r t llcccl lTIOllcyr? AncI 'besicles, I hacl a frierld
t]lat ask, rne to\\Tork beca.use slle \Val1ted toworJ<., too,.befoI~e fl~onl

Waialua 50 t11at slle lla,re c.Olllpany. Of COUTse tIley (th.e r'\11ny) pickup
tIS 2.11(1 tIley taJ~e U,S 110Jne aftet~ '\fork. So I took tIle .job. I ,vas forttulate
Iny rnotller ,vas 'vi tJl THe ..

I\A: You.r rnotJ1CI" lvorked. the're, too?

1)1 : No, TIl)' 11lotJlel" \va.s lvith Inc ..

Al\: So slle COltld- take caI'e 0'£ YOlll" ch.ildre11?

J)l: )1ea.Jl, TIl)r chi Id.l'ell. So I 1vOI·k.

M: 'r11is 'vas arouncl 1940, '4S?

J)I: I think I started. 1942 or '43 all<:l tllcrl I stoI) at 19~·5. Ye~lll, because
of~ the transpol'tatioll. (ArnlY stoJ)ped providing t]~ansportatiorl.)

M: lVl1at kiIld of \'lorkiIlg COllditiollS did you'}lave? Was it 8 really hard
j 01)?

1'1: ()ll, wa..i tress.. lVell, Ilot all .tIle llollrs w'ere very ha.Tcl because ,,,e had
rest f:OI' qtlite a.\vlrile, ell.~ 13tlt dllrillg Tneal tinlc, tllat \vaskinda
blL~)T .. lVI1CIl tile sol(licrs c;:une an.d ate in. tIle lness 11ftll. So \v-e had to
wOTk fast, fill tIp t11e wagoll ''II~ith tIle disllCS, bl·i.llg 'eIn to tIle kitcllen
to tIle an.t' "v110 t'al<.e care ttlere. 111ere tlle·y 'vasIl t11c disltes allc1 tIlell
bring back tIle lvagon agaill anrl ''Ie set the table. lVe slice bread,
\ve clearl \regctables. l'lla t·' s WIla.t we did.

PI: IIlside ,wIlen yOll go down at Waikakalau, there was a road going to the
right (across Waipio Acres).

M: It is]l't tlle're allY., more?
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196

AA: I only see an airfield, leveled area~

PI: YOUk110w from. l~neele'r, you have to go dowll like that? Well, tllere was
a road going to th.e~ig11t. On th.e left tJleI'e was those building already.
Buttllat wa.sn' tthe right sid.e . Inside. IJad a mess ha.ll there, big mess
hall~

M: Did yOll "vark eigllt llours a day or lOIlger than that?

PI: Yeah, Sltpposed. to be eight hours a day but we had...not too b·ad.
fIad rest.

M: You had rest. Wltat abollt your I)ay? Were you paid for overtime?

PI : No, we don· t l\fork· ~,rertinle.

M: Do Y"OU tl1in.k your pay was good enougll for tIle job you \-vere doing?

PI : lVcll, of course tIle 11a)T 'vaS 110t so high as 110W. I staI'ted $120 a
Jnonth41 Yeah, tllat \vas a very good pay to us before.

M: That was a good pay?

PI: Yeah, $120. (LallgJls)

IV\: About) 'ho\,y nlaJl)rladies \AJere involved ill tllis?

PI: 011., itt s kiIlda })leIlty...maybe , bet\veen twenty and thirty besides the
cooks.

AA: Was it Inostly Filipino?

PI: 1'h.e cooks rnostly 17ilipillOS and O1.illese. And tIle lady workers, they were
Filj_pinos al1.cl Koreans because Ja.panese Carulot lvork in. t}lere. (Laughs)

AA.: Wllat abOtlt yourj ab ill' the (pinea-pple) cannery" lVllend.id you start
011 tha.t'?

PI: Icv'en forget 1vllctt )real-' \\ras.tI1at" I l\TOI'k with lIlY sister. Mrs ~ Bllllda
ill1d n~~ We stayed my niece house.

M.: ~1rs. Bllllcia is YOU.I' sister'?

PI: Yeah.

AA: Oh. l\fhat abOtltMrs. 1vIisajon, hOl\' is she related. to you?

PI: Tllat's nlY godmoth.er. l\'11en \ve werema.rried. And her Jllls11and and my
husba:tld tIle S3TIle place in tIle Philippines. And Mrs. Misajon and me the
sanle place i:n Iloilo City but different province.

~: ~~j~_~~~~_~~-~~~-~utell me about that?

PI: Oh, packing. WIlen I was working there, that was the first time I really



\\"orkecl llard. lVorking illtllC CcUU1.el·y isvely haI"cl job.. )r011 11~lve to
\&Jork fast, BeCfltlSe tllC macllirlC, tIle pineapple jllst cOlnil1g out, ell.
ArId tllCll Olle d.ay xny"-forelaJy" tolti nle I)CCallSe tIle)' cxc}lallge. If y"'Oll

sta)T tllis tC:lble tIlell maybe tI1e next cl;l)T, tIley·. will put you on tIle other
table. Alld. then she ptlt ]lIe in tIle different t;able al1d t11e pineapple
\vas'a11 IJig size tllcre. CallIe frenn Lall<.-l.i I tllin.k.. AJul tllCJl I tr"ied, Iny
tlllnnlJ \\Tas so·re. Cotlld tla.rdl)T dakine. ~fOllPUt your tlltnnl) ill t}l~ 1101e ,
aTltt' y·Oll peel it ~ I cOO1IJlain t'o Ill)"'":Forelacl)r, ttl carul0t ''lark tl1is kind
piJ1CaIJple .. ]'00 big. t\/1}r t11uJul) sore." Al1Cl then slle said., '''011, 'blJt
it is 110t faiT' for th.e otllers,," I said., "Well, I C31Ulot vlOI"k tllis si£e'
of piI1Capl)le .. I (lOll't \vant to ,,,ark." I told }lcr tllat. MId then.

shesa.id., "lVell, aka)T, you\tJait." .After tllat tllen s]le Pllt me in tIle
talJle, all tlle slnall pineapple carne out. That one rnake yauI' Ilead
dizzy, too, l)€CalISe, ooh.! JU.st pOllri11g, j lIst pouril!g. Small size, too.

M: Y'ou l1Clve to pack ill tIle biggallolls, tIle small GIleS, yea]l?'

PI : 'Illat sInall pin.eal)pie, I don 1 t IJD'l 1101\~ to !J;}ck because different. 1118
packers, tllat' s tlleir job. I \vas ill trinnning.
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M:

PI:

AJ\.:

y'Oll were tlle trinuner?

]11C trinU11cr" I forgot a.II abollt that. F)ackillg is the one YOU put
iTl the carl.. 'Ille trimJner is tl'le Olle yOtl ta.ke olit tIle skin. I Yeail.
Alld tIle'll after that I sa.id, "()}l, I C::Jl1I10t st;:uld.. " They l)ut. TIle in
t11c llacl<ing. I 11e1,rer last long 'vorkiIlg ill tIle packi11g.

Al)Ollt 110"1 long ,did }"Otl \",ol~k there thel1?

PI: Killcla forget. A.roLlIld 1947 to 1948..Quit lTIOI"e first tl1alllll)r sister.
rvlaybe ctbou.t tllTee or fOllI" months.

M: YOllr c]yildreJl \'1e"re all in sC}lool b)r that time?

PI: YeaJl.

M: Do you th.inl< )TOll \\Tere gettillg the l"igIlt mnOlult of pa}T for wl1at:- 'you
weredoillg?

PI : lVel1) I CanJlot cf)lnplain beCa.llSe tl·lc)T \\lere payin.g ever"ylJody tIle srune
t11irlg. If yOll \vOI'}( at tllat kiI1d tllcn, the scllile.

AA: IJid )rou. hrr\reovertinle?

PI:, Chrertinlc? No.

Ar\: I-IO\\T did y·011 get baclc and fortIl? Was it I)ou.e or Del ~1011te?

PI: Hclwaiian Pilleal)ple. (i. e ~ Dole Pineapple Cannel)')

M: \\here \vast!1is?

M: Oh, it's J10t trlere allY more"



198

F)I: It is still there. Ka1illi, I tllillk. I-Ia"J"aiiaJl 'PiIleaplJle is still
theI'e. Rig}1t lJ)T t11e hig}lway, to the right, )reall. Ible, yeah. I
kn01AJ Dole and. Del rvlonte alld Libby's. Yeah, those are the three
compru1ies that operate pineapples.

M: \Votlld you say tIl.is was arotmd 1950?

PI: I clon't know. 1948 ... yea}l, I tlliIl'k arOlllld 1950.

M: You were livirlg here then in Wah.iawa?

PI: No, still Waialua. Halernano Camp 2.

M: Did you ever corne dOWll to the Waia.lua area to live?

PI: Yeall, 'AJe live there two years after he retire.

AI\.: Where?

PI: 'Do,vn lVaialLla \\T}1ere IbIo'res living. Up Kekau\va StI"eet. 1hat ,va.s allY

O\Vl1 h·ollse before.

M: Arollnd 1930, w]lat kinda thillgS did. you have to buy? Wllat kiIld of
ftllni ttlre, if any fUIni ture, and Wlla. t kind of food that you COlllchl' t
grolv?

PI : ()]1 "veIl, "ve didT1' t need ally fumitllre aroUlld 1930 IJeCatlSe that is tIle
tirue lAlC live. in. tJlat 110use WitJ10tlt electricity )ret. So we didn.' t
11ave this kiIld (Referring to 11el~ ki tchenaIJI)liances) and we use thcl t
stove tllat It\Te use woods, just like tIle Pll.i1 ippines . SonIc hOllses, that was
'\That tlley lIse to do. And then we use kerosene for lighting.

AA: Wh.at about your beds?

...PI: The woodell bed \vith tIle TIlattress only.

M: YOllI' toilets \\Tere outsid.e?

PI: Oh yeah, tlley h.a.cl a toilet outside rI Wooden toilets.

M:
i

fIo\\[ lvasit? [)id YOll llave to take off cUld put tllem SOlne\Alhere
once ill a lvllile, or· didjOll nm it tllrollgh running vlater'?

PI : 111e toilet?

M: ·Yea11.

PI : No ,. itt s not· flush toilet.

M: It's a hole dtlg underneath?

PI: Yea11, hole cltlg. And then t11ey matte \\lalls, and had the seat to sit
___~ ~Ql\Tll~l1d then__once_ in_a while the_)! ~el_i1i"ar_~hli_what~i~e_----c_all E_ine-----O _



They put that inside.

M: When it got filled, theI1 yOll just dug another 1101e?

PI: ,No, 110, that was very deep. Takes years for it to fill.

M: lfua~ thillgS did you have to buy fronl the store?

PI: "What we n.eedto eat or. e • e

M: You grew some of t}lem?

PI: )rea}l, ,~re grew Sl\Teet potato, palUIlggcly and b'eans, and well, so many
kinds of vegetables.

AA: Uh huh., so things you got from the store was ...

PI : Papaya, banan.as,yeal1, had.

M: So things. yOll got from tIle store were things like salt and.. ~

PI: Or fish or TIleat , GlICe in awllile. We didn't eat meat very ('often ~

before or pork, no. lVe n.a.d at tha.t tinle fish.

M: Did.yoLI llave th.ree meals a day thollgll?

PI: ()}l yeah, "re J13.cl IJ1'eakfast alld ItIDch, ligllt lllI1Ch and t}len dinner.

M: 111efisJl \ren(lOl~S, do yOll renlernber ally" of t'heln?

PI: Yes, when we use to live in Camp 2 but when we use to live alone there
was not ven.doI's a.round.

AA: So you didn't eat fish ...

PI: We had a car.

M: Okay, from tIle JJlantation with your husband's job', y'OU had a free house.

PI: Yes.

PI: I:::Yee water.

M: 'Wllat clbollt tIle car that he had to use?

PI: Well, at first, 11e was using our car.

M: Y01..1T own car?

PI: They supply gasoline, but after tllat they give him a tTIlck.

M: What kind of car did you have?

PI : Oh, we llave so TIlany kind of secol1d hand cars before. We had a Ford,
-----------we-tra~d--a---Ot(lsmobl1e;--ana~e---haa-a:reep--;-----CLalignsj-----BuT--tney-sllppTy---

him with truck after that. '
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fV\.: l'TheIl )'011 li,re<1 al)o\re lVaiallla lIigll School, tIle h.OtlSe tllat YOU.T dallg}lter
I)olo'res is IiVillg ill l~igllt now, y'Ollbotlg]1t tllat franl the plalltation?
It is )T01.11" 01\'11 11.011se'?

PI: Yeall, t}lat "las Olll~ O\vn house. 13tlt 'we broke it dOl\7Jl beccluse was old
alread)T" i\lld. tllell rel)uilt a new one.

l\A: Illey rebuil t a 11e\.v Olle. lvas tllat llollse a good llouse? Were tl1€1-e
leak.s 011 the roof or tlle lnosquitoes could. conle througll ...

PI: r~o lea.ks .. No, ha.d a screen.

M: Alld \vhe11ever you needed repairing, the plaIltation WOlll(l come. aJld do
it for y~ou?

PI:' ()h, tllat 110U.se ill Waialu.a? 1'hat was oU.r 110l1se so ''Ie llcl\l{.~ to pay for
the fixi11g tIll. All)TtlliJlg t113.t Ileecled fixi11g .We l)olJgllt it frOTIl tile
plaIltatioIl, so p.1(:nlt~ltioIl (lidn' t llav'e n.otlling to do with tIle repairs.·
It. \vas OtIT eArpeD-se. But we didn't do allY l)ig repairs. My llusballd
did it. '

M: Did YOllY husballcl llelp you at all 'vi tho your 11ouse\vork?

1-1 J: 011 )reall, h.e \vas bllS)T.. Sometimes }lC cook rice.. Sometimes lle mop
floor, especiall)T \vllcn. th.e cllildren \'Jere sInall yet. (Latlgl1s)

AA: So you sharerl in. th.is t11illgS. ~r'"Otl shaTed \~Tork lil~e tllis a-lH.1, it did.tl't
lnatter to )rOtl tllat yOll had to share tl1is ,\TOI·k? lVi th tlle ,Japanese,
I th.iJlk, it \~as OIlly tIle \vife tJ1at d.id. most of tIle llousework, yeah?

PI: OIl )res, 'veIl I did. IllOSt because. llC goes Ollt to work ..

M: What kin.d. of 'recreatioIl die} YOll }lave wi tho your cIlildren? yOll didrl' t
11ave lTIovies at th.at time, did you?

1)1: ,No., ,veIl, I rCIIlClnl)cr, a.fter tllat, tIley llad a movie Ollce ill a Mlile
in tllat canq) IIp there. Camp 2, I-IalelnallO Calnp. i\1aybe once a week ..

AA: YOlI llirve to pay for it?

M: ./\n.(l Y'Oll 1r isitecl relatives pretty oj~tel1.?

PI: Before? ()ll'vell, OIlly to TIl)r sisters, TIIY coma.dre, nlY tOlVlwates, }reah.

AA: A lot of tllem were living in Halemano?

PI: Yeah, Halelnarto.

M:' Did yOti go to picnics together?

----------- -J~-I-:----Y-eab-,---s-omet-irn-es--.--------------------------------
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PI: /\t !-faleiwa I)ark or I\.!uiki or at ~fokllleia.. We reacll Moktlleia. lVe u.se
to go ~·lo}.~llleia side.

M:. So YOll dri\TC all YOlIY cars dO\\TJl \\li th all yOllI- kids. Okay, did )TOU

belQl1g to tIle lVa.ia.llla Community Associatioll ,~llell' you 'vel~e in Waiallla?

M: t~~1at kil1d o±~ acti\Tities d.icl you ha,re lvitII that o"rganizatioll?

PI : 'VeIl, ''le belong bllt I flaT"dly participate lvhell tIle tilne lye have
gatherillgs 11eCatlse,lvell, I COllld (not) lea\re tIle 11ouse.

/\1\: Vnlat k.ind o~ gatrlerjngs (lid tIle)r 11ave?

l'I: J"llSt Ii ke TIlcetillgs,. o'r had TefreshmeIlts a~fter tllat, <lIld talk about
this 3.111'1 tllat, 'SOlne"' irnrrrov:enlent. And I l)eloJlg to .:tIle Dniver'sity
f~xtcnsion C:ll1b ..

M: l~11a.t is that?

PI: 111at l\f]1atlve get carnes orlee a l"eekHJld we 11ad nleetillgs, activities,
all)1' kiJld.. How to sew, or hOl'l to make quilts or so m.aJ1Y kinds she
lJ~~e to t cacll_

M: .JllSt one lacl)' lvh.o ccune clt1'v11 Ollce ill a ,.jIlile?

PI: YeaJl, on.ce a week..

M: And al1yotl la(iies 'vellt to the ...

PI: 111e Call1J). 111el'e ,..,ra.s a 110use that they mad.e i11tO a clul)house. That's
v~lh.ere we ga.therecl.

M.: Wllat al)out tIle I~ilipino Associatioll dOWll t]lere? Did. yOll participate
ill \'lhat tIley' diel?

PI: No.

AI\: lVhat kil1d of festi\ri ties did }"Oll llave? Did }Totlllave tIle ]\1a.yo, tIle
FJ.ores de ~'lay'c at tllat tinl.e?

PI ; 011 yes, Flores de ~layo.

At!...: What di<l yOll do?

PI: lVell, after' tIle ~,f3SS, during the parade, ,after that )'OU get some
refreshmellts or fodd.
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M: Was. it a big parade?

PI: all well, before, it was not only the parade lJut now the celebration.
And YC;:>u have tIle big celebratioll, too. (Laughs) TIlis last Flores
de ~ayo, too ,over there. Big cl·owd.

M: Yea}:l,i t lvas your ~'fay Day progrcun , too, I thi11k.

PI : May Day program they d.idn.' t have. (111ly th.e celebl~atiorl .of the Flores
de fvtayo. Did )TOll blOW we attended tIle Adult School down Waialua?

M: Oh, yOll did?

PI : My husl)and arld I.

M: For how long?

PI: 011, that· \vas for, ho\v mallY TIlontlls? ArId. tIleIl llly teac}ler put me to
sixth grade. And my llusbarld, tllitd · grade. (Laughs)

M: lV11atyear?
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DT·
.L.L • all, I think that was 1959" 1960 ...we live llere (Wa}lial\Ta) already.

M: Bllt yOll went tb Waialua.

PI: Yea}}, bllt we go to lVaialua becallse Ica11 drive, see. ~AJld that was
in the gyIn. 'fh.e old gym, the old gynl befoT'c. rrhey l'J~eIl broke do,vil
tJlat gym.

M: Wllat callsed )rou to take all interest?

PI: Oh, just to leanl, just like to inq)rove 'your educatioIl, sornethin-g
like that. Bl.~lt SOllIe, tIley don't even know how to say their name,
or how to read AB(:. Yeah, that's right. All tllat.

M: Were there a lot of old people like yOtl tllere?

PI: OIl ye-elll, SOTIle even. old.er than nlysel:f. Ladies alld nlen. We had good
fl111. ~J1y teach.er '''cIS Mrs. l\1itcllell alld. that other one, I forgot that other
one tllat wen TIIOVe to Kailu.a. I-faole. ~v'IIS. ~1itchel1 is a Japarlese, but
married }laole. lJse to Iive SlUlset.

M: YOtll' cllildren, wllell they begaIl to date, ,,,hen did tl1e)T stal~t, wIlen
tlle)T lne-t t11e i r 11tlSbands, .tllll1gS like tllat? tlo,~ (lid tIley do it? Did
they go ClTOlfficl in a group of gil~ls, did you as a rnotller allow them to
go by themselves?

PI: Well, SOTIle th.ey go by groups. And thell TIIY two SOIlS, their wives
came frOIn tlle otJler islancls, l)ut they use to come here to the b"llSiness
schools. So that's where they met.

M: Your sons also wellt to business scIlool?



PI: No, the wives. Ancl the tllat! s ,-illere tIley lnet so I don. 't kno,v, beCatlSe
tIley live in Honolulu. They come home on.ly on weekerlds. So I don't
kIlOW. ~1aybe tlle)r go Ollt by groups sometimes, or they (Laughs) go out
by themselves;. they date.

M: TIle' way that· the dating pra.ctices are 11eI-e, were, tIley the same as in the
Philippin.es?

PI: What ,kind practices?

M: In tIle Philippines, I TIl)Tself, I dOll' t tllink tllat parellts allo\ved their
children togo out as TIlue}l. In here, was it different? Did you see.
other people letting their kids go ,Ollt TIIOre freely?'

PI: Yeah, I saw some j yecth.

AA: 59 you had to feel that.you had to be that ~ay with your children,
too?

PI: lVell, as for myself, no, I don't waIlt.

AA: You sc.olded them, h,Wl?

PI: I scold th.enl btlt ,~llenthey are of age already, sOJnetimes you have to give
thenl freedom orlee il1aw}lile,.

M: UhhuJl. How T~I-e th.eir lveddirlgs? lVel~e tIley big ':Veddirlgs1

PI : Well, it TS a. jl.lSt rigllt wed.dirlg, I th.iIlk, not too big , and n.ot too.
small. My t\vO sons nlarried on tlle othel~ island. And then TIIY daughter
married ill lr'laialua, the nurse.. But DIy yOtlllgest daughter married
in the Mainland so we did.n' t attend.

AA: Your other da.tlgllter lnarried that haole then.

PI: Yeah, 'the yotID.gest one, the one in Florida now ..

AA: What was YOllr reaction t~ the haole into tIle family?

PI : Well, \\l11eIl I didn f t meet llim ,yet we didn't 1ike the idea. (Laughs)
But then wllen he COTI'le, wIlen they crone in 1958, we like him. He's
a. very jolly man. Yeah, tllat' s what I like.

M: TIley" 'on1)' ha\re one SOIl?

PI : T,vo. Two gi1'15 •

M: So he's really nice man then.

PI: fie's n.ice, very nice. Sometime he hug me. But he' 5 my son-in-law
alreacly.

AA: Is 11e big?
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PI: I-Ie 's kinclbig l1tlilt , yeah,.

M: Ull huh" lVllell YOUI' cllildren. got Jnarried, did you 11ave all that Ninang
and NiridIlg?

PI: Oh,' }'OU rnean bal)tizecl'NirtaJlg?

PI: ()ll yeall, yeall\'ve llave .. )rO~l call that NillaJlg,is OIlly OIle. 1'hat's the
nlatron of I10II01~, but tllat yOll call Niliang, eh?

M: No.

1>1: Thebrid(~srnaid is the friend, el1~

M: \Ve ca.ll tIle Ninallg Or 'Nill0Ilg tIle alJllost tIle pal--ent t)rpe, tIle age of
tIle parellts.

PI: OIl, tl,le age of tIle IJa:rellts ? No, they' are younger. (Had matron of llonol"
or maid of ll0noT, 3l1d. OIle 01" two bI"iclesTIlaid. rn13.t' saIl.)

.AA: Younger ones.

1)1 : 011, they choose their OlV11 'Niricmg aIlcl Niriollg.

M: l~11en it calllC t() t11is baptismal of t}leir childrel1 or )rOU1~ children,
did YOlI h.ave a lot of tl1em,· too? GO(l!)al'ents''l

PI : ()ll yea]1, tIle OIle tI1at is a 11urse ha"d. six goclparent.. 111e rest" OIlly
tlvO.

END OF SIDE ONE
SIDE 1WO

M: Do y~ou. 1~10\v \V]l}~ parellts want to llave so mucliNinOi1gs 3Jld Nillangs?
(Laughs) .

PI: I clan f t know abollt thei r opinioIls . BlIt to me, it's 110t too da kine.
I;or rne, tVlO is jtlSt l~igllt. Bu.t I did. TIl.eet one of TI1Y goddauglifer and
I ,vas OIle of, tIle rnallY_ II .man}" of tIS; I dOll' t know WI10.

itA: \\llU3t abol1t tIle COTIul1tJ.niollS tl1at )rOlll"' Clli IdrcIl had at tIle 110Spital?
eM. nleaI1t cIllrrcll".) I·IO\\T 1vere tJle)r celeb'rated?

PI: Corrrrntulioll? ]11e first connnwlioll? OIl, it's llice, tIle)' llad their
firstcOTIlInl.mion. (No celebration; it was just an ordinaly day.)

M: All of tllem?

PI : All of thenl.

M: And did )lOtl celebrate at home later on?
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PI: Oh no, just uSllal f~llnily. Just llad a little special one 'OT two kinds at

Only us.

M: Yeall, ''ihell you 11~1\Te celebrations, do you always put sOlnething aside
for tIle altar? No? As Catholics, you don't believe in that?

PI: No, I don't blOW about ot11ers, but no, we don't do that. You mean
jllst like JapaJleSe or Cllinese?

AA: No, tJ1e dead peol>le, before evel)rbody starts 'to eat, we set aside
a little bit of the food and...

PI: Oh., in you folks' ]lollle town?

M: (Laughs) No. I think all Filipinos do tllat.

PI: No, I don't.

M: Visayans dOll't.

PI : Some, but not us.

AA: Okay, did rOll llave any serious accidents?

PI: I h.ad serious sicbless but ...

M: 'Yes, serious' sickJ1.esses.

PI: 011, sicl(I1CSSes, )reall. I was illtrle Jlospit.al. WheJl I came OlIt, almost
tllree HIOlltllS. Iqlptured appendicitis. lVas Dr. Davis, I remember. .
1he old, h.ospital yet. That was the seriotLs illness.

AA: l~lere was this old hospital located?

PI: Near the c~netery do"~ Waialua.

AA: Ihe Puuiki Cenlete.ry?

PI: Yes.

AA: YOlI llad to pay i~or y'OU1-- o\~n lneclical aicls or your hospital? And
you llad. to pay tllI·ough your pa)lcJ1eck? .

PI: No.

AA: They didn.' t take allY Illolley franl your paycheck?

PI: Plantation p'aid for all those expenses.

AA: How ffillCh did the)7 take?

PI: No. rfhey paid. We don't pay. We don't pay tIle plantatioll for that.
l'}1at ,-vas fre'e" Even 'until no\v \ve are free as a benefit for working

__________~_r_ ~be _I21~D tati_on~ ----------- --- -------- -



Ai\: \Vll~.t abolltcllildren. tl1clt,,,cre borI1 reta'rcled. i? I-fo\'! d.id tIle connutmity
'regard tl1cin?' lIow d.id tIle)' take cctre of tJ1E.~nl?

PI: \"!e11 , I dO!l' t see any I'etaI'ded c}lildren yet ill OUT" section before.
I cl.Pll' t }<JI0\V 110\V- to arls,,,,er tJlat .

M: Did.· yOll lneet (i. e. la10\\'") all}~bo(l)T \vllO connni tted Slli cidc?

FI : l'-Jot ill l\\1ialt.lCi Cl Bitt I krlO\\ sOTIlebody \\[ho 1v~as nllJrdcrcd .

.AA: (~arlyoll te11 Inc abolrt it?

PI : rnlat \4Jas in th.e fl<llenlaIlo. Well, tIllS OIle IDaI1, I tl1ink h,e like t11at
gi'rl, elL. BU.t nla)rl)e I dOTl' til •.

1\1\: DOl1't tell me aJ1Y 1181nes. Jllst telllneth.estory.
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PI : Becall~ he lId.S a lrrotbcr <10\\11. t11eTe. AJld tIlell tJlis girl carne fTOTIl tl1c
PJlilirJplllCS ,too, see? 1l1e paT'cIlts \'VTere otTer tllerc II ... tl1e fat]1er \-Jellt
o·vcrtl1cre arld tl1cbrotlleT. 1\1).(1 tllell 11C lVclS alon.c, I th.illl(, ill tlle
[lOUSe 11llt t}lat lvas ill CanII)' 2, tllat ·Crape garblecl)" AIlC} tIlel1 she calne
out. \V(~ ,'[ere Iiviu.g in tIle otIler caull) (I-IalemaIlo). Not too far froln
t11a.t Ccurq) l~\\iO blIt not. 011 tIle seune ccunp ~ (Jrll)T ,~e' lleard tllat ,-vas llaplJening
already .. Tfollsec, tIle giTl caIne out SCT'e;:lHliI1g. YOtl sec., t11at ,,,e call
th.c rnall, the lnan. is a little bit, older, too. Sh.e said, "~Jo, l 1ata!
~\!o, 'rata! ft Bllt 11C \/~Tas chasiIlg }lcr arid already s}le ,vas stabbed and
SI1C carne OlJt froIn the llouse scrcalniIlg ..

1)1 : 011 yes , tIle gil-.l d.ied ..

M: I-Io·~v ~lid )~OU react to th.e m~?

PI : rIlle TI18Jl ~ tIley keep llilTI in prison.

1)1: OIl., I llon.'t l:n.o r,,! if lle .pai(1 J~in.es, hilt ]le stayed tllere ill prison
for }l{)lv 1n3J1.)' years.

Ai\.: 'fl1is 1)1'i50n. ,vas ill I-IOI10lulLl?

M: 'llle Olle l)y Kalilli?

1)1 : Yeall, I tllillk so. Ibe one in Kalihi.,

M: Okay, wh.o collected your garbage?

1)1 : PlantatioI1 t,akc cal"ebefore.

------------------M:-----~Ih_e¥_----come---G¥e_I¥Qa-y?--------------------------------------



PI : No, llot evel)Tdcl)r.

M: TIley sweep the roads, too?

PI: 011, maybe once inawhi Ie.

M: YOlI said yOtlrfanlily had lots of old second hand. cars.

PI: (Jur cars before were all second halld; lve can't afford to buy new one.

M: This cal-- was for YOlIY Olm pUl11oses? You didn't share' with other people?

PI: No, we Ileed it for our family.

'M: What kind of ptlblic,transportations were there?

PI: all, tllat' s a plant3:tion transportation, trucks. That bril1g them to th.e
school.

M: lVhat about if you l1eeded a ride to get to the store? Would they take
)rou?

PI: 011 \\fell, no. You llave to use your o'vn car or your relatives' or
friends' ..
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M:

PI:

M:

PI:

M:

PI:

M:

PI:

M:

flo\'! lTIUCl1 did it cost ,YOlIY children? Was it f'ree?

Yes.

1~o rid,e tIle pla:ntation truck to go to school?

Th.at ,vas th.e plclIltatioIl' s tnlck.

lVheI·e was tllis school? The Haleiwa Elelnentary School?

Yeah, ~Ialeiwa E~lementaIY.

trOW (li(l YOtt fiIld Otl'tabotlt tIle tl1i11gS tha.t were happening in I-lonolultl?
I)icl yOll read.tl1e newSpa!JeI's? Did you have radios or did you have to
wait f01" tIle l1ext guy....

lJn th.ere.. tID tllere. thefl we moved to the camp ..... electricity there, therl
'v~ 11ad r~clio.s.. ~

lVllat abOtlt letters? ni.d you eXCl1.aJlge a lot of Iettel~S b'etween you and
the people back ill I loi 10 Cit)T?

PI: 011 yea]}, I always 'vrite. I have niece over there arId nephew and lots
of cousins.

M: You always write your own letters? Did any of the older men' come
and ask )'OU to \~iteletters for them? Those that couldn't write?



.AA: But tha.t llapperle(l t11ough, in sonle cases.

PI: all, yeall.

M: Vvhere people }lad to write for tllem.

PI: No,. I ,,,rite .my 01\1J1 letters. I call lvrite ill 0111" la.n.gatlge aIld little
bit in Blg1ish, too.

AA: I think you blOW a lot of EJlglish.

PI : No, not I~eally, 110t too TIluch.
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M: Oh, yOll kll01Y, thillg'S lilce stealin.g?
experience aJ1Y of your tllings lJeing

Did a lot of that occur? Did you

PI:

PI: Oh., lvberl I hacl nl)r 0l)eration.~ I sta)! intlle }lospital lon.g time alld '~e

live iT! one 110lJSe. ~1y ht1.s1Jand tISe to visit TIle alld. tIlell come home at
Ilight ~ And th.en. tllat night ,wllat Jla!)I>crled, my motIler lvens tay wi tIl
fi}" sistel~ ancl Iny' cllild.ren. SomelJody stole sonIe of our t]1itngs.

AA: You llevel~ got thenl back?

PI: No.

AA: IJid YOll tell th.e I)olice Wll(lthaI)~pelled?

PI: Yeall, onl)r the can1l} I)olic.e~

M: l~bat did- lle do al)Ol.lt it?

PI: Well, l1al"d- f'oI" }linl to look.. ~Jllst one, sonle SI">0011S and forks, an alarm
clock ,al1d. SOTIle little tlliJlgS.. lVe diml' t have too mall}1 gOQtl tlrings
at tlla.t time ,an)'\vayY • Not like nOl\T. We 'have television, radio, televi -.
sian. ~Jllst like tIle)' briIlg one tnlck ancl trierl tllc)r take tIli11gsin the
110use alld tIle neigIlbors think tl1eyT were movillg and yet the people
\vere stealin.g.. (La.llgJls) But befo're, '\Te don't have tllose.

AI\.: III th.c I'hilippines, I ullclerstan.d it's the lady tllat t~ll\es care of
the f illance, tIle InoIley, the buying. lsi t like tha.t w}leI'e you come
fronl?

PI: 011 yeah, t"Iostl)T.

M: J)id. )l"Oll te:ll,c tll<lt ellstonl to Halvaii?

Bllt that's \vJ1a t \ve are doing. I f m tIle one WI10 keeps the money.
I'm the one who hold the money. I'In the one who ,pay the bills.
(Laug}ls)

M: Did you l1ave reason to use the .bank? Like say in 19307

PI: 011, tIle b'311k. Oh yeah.



M: 11id yOll I)ractice sornethiIlg called CtD1llJang-clllnpang?

PI : Oh, before they lIse to do that, yeah.

M: Did. you participate?

PI: Yes', OD.e tinle. One time, ,~itllour :fanlilies, \vith our good friends and
wi th our to'\tTI111ates. It carne OLIt okay.

M: I-Jaw man}r peol)le pal..ticipated?

PI: Oh, I think was" •. sanetilnes four or six. Only that.

M: You didJl't do it all the time thollgh?

Ill: No.

M.: It· was just once ill a while?

PI : ~Jo, TIlaylJe t}lat was about two times, I think, we did that.

M: Wl1at were your reasons for doing th.a.t thOllgh?

PI : Well, it ,vas clmrpa.rlg-C~!l)ang. OIl, TIlayb·e )TOU nlean different way and
I lneal1 d.ifferent ,\ray. ."'Ie call it for example, one Ileed IHOne)', then
the rest \villgive \VllO "viII l"eceive ~fil-St, and who will be t11e next,
arld tIlen. the next, aI1d tllen the last.. Yea.]l. So, if you 're the one
'rV'ho Wa.Ilts to .be first, you have to need TI10ney.

AA: He takes it first?

PI : Yeah, arId therl the other one follow.

M: YOll did this, too, in the Philippines?

1)1 : No. We didIl' t have~ nl\lch mOIley then. (1.,allghs)

M: IIo,,; (lid you learn to d.o it, thell?

PI: Well, I d.ontt know. 1hey we're doing it llere, so \ve cOl-lied.

lvA
\: Vv11.o vJer'e doing it? Gtller Filipinos? OJ~ trle Japanese?

PI : \\Te Jleal~d, it.. But only is from the fanlil)r and very close friends.

M: Some people a.re afraid of tnlsting tIle otller people ..

PI : That's rigllt 0'

M: Okay, what about )tour relations11ip \vith the Japanese.. How was it?
Did. yOll get to talk with them, get in contact with them? I'm talking
about 1930 to 1940.

---------------P-I---;-----eh-,--we-ll-,--fHy- --r·e-l-a-t-i-dn-?-----eka-y-.---------·---------------------- ....----------.--------------------------------------------
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PJ\: I)id yOll 111al(e a lot of ~Japanese fl~iellds?

PI: YOlI mean. befoI·e or after tIle War?

M: Bef·ore· tIle lVar.

PI: Yeall,ltJe had sonle ~Japanese fl~ieIlds in Halernano. SOlne Japanese use to
Ii\re the~re l)efore.

M: III Halelnwlo, it wa.s I:".:ilipiIlOS alld Ja.pallese Ollly'?

PI: Yes) aJld I don't know if had Chinese OT ••• • only I lalow is Japanese.

M: Okay. AfteI- tIle lVar, did }rOtll' relatio.ns11ip wi th tIle tJapallese change?
1hey becaJne qtliet after awhile. 1Jle}r didrl' t participate in too
Inanys ttlff?

PI: 1Vell,. sOlnetirnes, to ine I saysOTIle worcls, 110t ill frollt of tlleJn, but
'\Th.en we were talkiJlg. But after' (Tape garbled)

AA: lvl1811 you heard of l\rlla.t t11e Japanese h.::ld d.o11e in tIle PIli1i!)pilleS ,
l-;llen .tIley irlvad.ed, did tllat change )rOUl~---·r mean were your relatives
in the PlliliIJpin.es being hanlled by them?

1)1: No. lVe \.\feTe still fl--ierlds witl10l1T JapaIlese frierlds. We didn't
ch.aIlge.

M: lvl1en. y'OU got to lIal'iaii di(l YOll have to chaJlge sonle of y'our styles,
SOlnc of Y'Ollr 11abits? You had to cllarlge the ki.llcls of food )TOU eat fronl
tlle Pllilippi11es., right. '?

PI: all yeall, becClllse )rou. Call11.0t get \\i-flat WO had in the PllilippjJles.
Soute other v"egetables but no more over here.

AA: Like ill the Philippines yOlltake a bath ill the mODling, right?

PI: In tIle n10TIling or dUI10ing the day.

I\A: Okay J alld 'men you C,illle to }-Iawaii )'Otl l1ave to take a bath in the
at"telllooll.

1)1 : e)Y eveIlirlg ..

PI: lVcll, at first. I LIse to take a bath.dllriIlg tile day aI1d after that in
tIle afternoon. But later I was thillking tllatin the afternoon or
e\rerling is g09d beca.tlSe yOtl }lave to sleep cleall. (Lallghs) So
I got use to it. Now I take a batll late in the afternoon or early'
in the evenin-g.

M: III the IJhilippines I t m sure \ve all eat with our llands II

_______. Pl_=- Q~_~£a}l~Oni:e-.in.-.-a--while--Ne---u.se----spt)-OIl-.-------------------------------------------
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M: Y01J. eat ,\iit}l a SPOOll and not a fork, right?

PI: Yea.Jl~ III tIle Pllilippilles ,,,e u.se SPOOll alld t}len ifYOll have a fork, too,
yOtI use sI)oon ancl fork.

Al\: Did' you kno\v- hmv to speak F~lg1is11 wIlen y·Oll got to Ha~Taii?

PI: OJl yeah, I ""as fiftli grcicle.

M: And }TOU ]lad hOly lnall)r yeal's of Ellg1isll t}lcn?

PI: Five.

M: Five yea.rs. They. begil1 teaching English from first grade ..

PI: Oh yea]}, in. the Pllilippines ,yeah.

AA.: Bitt it stil11vas 11a'rd for yOll to comnnm.icate tll0l1gh because'...

PI: TheprontJD.ciatioTl. AJld YOll krlOW \vha.t )tOll call tlla.t pid.gin English.
Kind.a lIard ill tIle 'beginnillg ..

M: Also tllCIl, ttle ~Japanese t11a.t ,,,"ere ]lererlid 11otkl10lt'1 11o,~ to speak
EI1g1isll. J-Iowdid )TOll COnlInUJlic8_te with tllem?

IJI: lJlrougll pidgiI1 to YOll llad. to leal11 pidginyolll'Self.

AI): So 1101~ Iorlg' did that take )'ou? I-low long was it before you could carry
011 a COJl\rersatio11 \vitIl them?

PI: OIl, Jnay[)e alnlost a year or one year ..

M: So yOll know pidgiJ1 pretty well. You are aJ1 American citizen. Why
did you, choose to be one?'

IJI: \Vell, 1'111 Il0{ th,iliking of living in the Pllilippirles.. I just go tlle,'re
for vac:.1tioll allcl tllcn come back a.gaill 11ecause all my cllildren are born
here an.d· tIley live }lere.

AA: Did. you visi t tl1c I)hilippilles?

1'1: Yeah.

M: lVere )TOU afraid t11at if )TOLl "rere 110t an ArnericClll citizen. you COUldtl' t
COIne l)ack to I..Iawaii?

PI: No. I was not. I was \vith a tour.

M: What wel'e yOlil' reasons for becoming a citizen?

PIP All my childr·eIl a.re AInerican bOYIl, and then 'they live llel"e. I think
AnleT'ica11 citizen is Iittle bit easier da kille .... sometime, for example,
\v11e11 yOll go ',racatioll, you }lave to m.arklf you are alien.. Yet if

__________1\In~r_ica~'_-eas)[-J--JIl11Ch---ell£ier------CAll----tlle--ch-i-l-dren--we-re---bo-nl--.Am€-r-ica-ns----------------
so I jus t follo\ved ~ )



AA: Also witll 50115.

PI : Jobs, too t But my ,age, I t m not thinking alJout jobs.

AA: WIlen did. )'OU becorre an American citizen?

PI: Oh, too man)' )reaI'S ago_ My husbaTld's \vas first~. then myself.

M: 'The first l\meric,aIl citizen?
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PI: No_ fIe t s a veteran.
American citizell ..

l~orld War II. So it was easier for him to take

AA: Okay, in your canlp in I-IalemaJlo, lvh.o ,~asyour leader? lVho ma.de Sllre that
)TOU' wel'e livi11g tIle 1~ig11t wa)T, tllat you weren't going ]1lID.gry •••• or
lv-hen you IHld to say' sOlnething to the plantation, wasn't tJlere someone
'\Tho would be Y'ollr spokesman?

PI: Oh., if I \\Tant something from tIle I)lalltation I do myself and talk t.o
them. I dOll 't like somebody to represent me.

AA: lVI10 was it that you. spo1e to in the plantation?rfhe inallager?

PI: 011, I ,,,ent to tIle TIlanager ,one time.. That wa.s a veTy long time ago.
111ennlY Iliece staIr with us, my two niece . And tllen tIley \veI'e livirlg
wi tIl us all<l t11e boss in tIle camp were COIllI)laining t11at tIley are llOt

supposed. to be 'vith lIS, only plantation peoIJle.. So I said, "Whel~e they
are going'?" BeCa1..1Se tlle fathel· is iTl tI1e PJ1ilippilles. Mother alld
da killC \vcre d.ivorced. ,And tJlen TIl)" sister was sick in tIle hospital
TOr' 110'" TIlcmy years.. So they vJerc -living wit]1 us. So tIle boss cOIIIPlain
to my husband th.at they are not supposed. to live wi th tIS.. So I went
to maJlager t 5 hOtlSe, to tIle house!

AA: Who was the manager at that time? ThoTIlpson?

PI : Thom!)son. , yeall.. An.d, I told h.im that we 11ave our two niece living with
lIS becallse tlley (ion' t have anyl)oc1y to take care of them. They were
very YOlm.g yet. And then he ask me where the fa.ther, tIle 111other.
I told lliln and 11e saicl, t'Oh well, it's okay. TIley can stay with YOlI."

AA: \Vll)r do )'0l1 thinl( tIle plantation wouldn I tallow yOtI to have them at
your hOllse? !

PI: BCC:1LlSe lvh.cTe tfle)" a're gOiJlg if t]1C)T C3Jlll0t live wi th us? Unless
t11e govelnrne11t "lill take cal~e of th.eln?

AA: No, l"hat I TI1Cm1t \\~as ,~~hat lvas tlle reaSOllS that tl1e plalltation gave )rOll?

1\~lat d.id tiley' say';? Ho,~ corne the)'" \vOU1dll 't allo\V" t]1e chi Idren to live
with yOIJ? 111ey llad tobe part of a \\forking family?

PI: Oh, that was the camp boss that cOlnplaiIlecl that they are not supposed
to be wi th tIS because they are not planta.tion. That' 5 why we went to
see the manager.



N\: Them;111ager restrictecl a lot of thillgS. Like you COllld.n' t. leclve th.e
to'WIl sOInetimes"

PI: There 1-vas no restriction on traveling anywhere otltside of the camp.

M: 01-' 'frieIlds couldll't come in becau.se they would think they canle in to
take mOlley from tIle workeI-s. Do }TOU I"ernenlber anything like that? .

PI:' "~la.t do YOlI ITleart?

M: You lalow, like bllsinessmall ... SOBletiJnes "Then t11ey would lV-aJlt to come
to Waialtla, the c<'l1npboss wouldn't allo\\f thenl in.

M: Yeah, oka.)T.. If Y04 have to CUtdOl~~'11 (1 tl--ee, did yOll 11ave ,to tell the
pl,antatiorl'?

. PI: If they pla11ted tIle tl~ee, Slirell

M: You l1ave to tell th.em?

PI: Yeah, if tl1at tre<:~ is kinda big and was outside our yard.

At\: l\~1a.t wOllIel tIley' do to )rou if yOll art dOl\'11 a tree alld not tell tllem?

'PI: \VeII, I d.ontt know. 'That ne\reI" h::lPIJelle(1 yet.

M: Okay.

END OF SIDE 1WO,.

NOl'I~S FROM 111I~ SAME INfERVIEW BY ARAC13LI AGOO .

213

I spoke ,~ith ivh's. IZOIl a Iittle f1.1rtllel'". I-Io,~ever, beCatlSe of a nlistake
I made '''itil t11e machine, I, did 110t get this pOJ"tion. all tape. We discllssed
je\velry '\~it}l tIle asstnnptioll that ladies in tIle Philippilles put a lot
of valtle ill j e\\Telry ~ I asked. Iler llOW it was \vi th Iler lleI·e and she said
tl1at at tI1at tinle slle COllld llot a,ffol"d them an.d tlla.t it didrl't reall)T
COllcerll ller"

I asked abollt 11er irolliIlg arId s11e (lescril)ed. all iron frarn trle l)hilippines
m.acle of a rOllrld box-like metal COlltainel' \vllich call be 0IJelled and
'vJlel'e cJ1arcoals call be put in. These charcoals provide heat for the
bottom of the metal container.

I askecl herabollt ltvashing. She replied tllat all she had lvas a scrubbillg
board ancl a club (called malo in lloca.no) \4/hich is used to lvrillg and
separate tIle dirt from tI1e clothes. I asked ller if other ethnic groups
adopte(l tJlis' ·rna.Io and she said yes, that others used it, too.

END OF INfFRVIEW



214

Tape No. 1-24-2-76

OP~ HISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Petra Izon (PI)

July 2, 1976

Wahiawa, Ha "'.faii

BY: Araceli Agoo (AA)

AA: Tl1is is an interview with ~lrs. Petra D~ Izon of 94 Dole Road, Wahiawa.
Today is July 2nd, 1976. Mrs. Izon, do you remember anything about the'
Depressio11 that happened around 1931?

PI: 1931?

AA: Everythi11g would cost so much because of tIle Mainland. Over here ,a lot
of people were being laid out of their jobs~ And the sugar would cost
so little. Do you remember any of that?

PI: Oh,if I'm'not mistaken, I think that's the time that they said the
pla11tation lost so much. We \vere trying our best to raise our own
garden.

AA: 1'hat' s all you can. remember about th.at?

PI: See, t}lat's all I could remember.

AA: You had to do more gardening because you didn't have t]1at much money.

PI: 1'hat's right. Well, we had all kinds of vegetables, 11apayas , bananas,
etc. yeah.

AA: So you had to eat less meat and fish, then?

PI: Oh, we ]1ardly eat meat. Of cOllrse, we had to eat fish., too, alld chicke11s,
sometime. We raise chick~n t}lat time. That's why not too bad.

AA: Your 11llsband, what was 11is job around 1930? \Vas he an irrigatcr th.en?

PI: Oh, 11e had same job already. (i.e. Water T'ender) When he came 1921-
because "\lent vacation Philippines, came back- -he had that.. Oh, he was
helping as a cal~enter, first. Then, after that, they give him that job
about· th.e water 'tender.

AA: lVere there any machin.es that he had to use?

PI: You see, he was assign to one big reservoir. Way up Halemano.
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Every TIl0rning, early, he open that .....

AA: Let the water out?

PI: Water out to go into Opaeula and ,I-Ialemano. Millions of gallons , tlley
Ileed. And t11en, after that, he walk by th,e ditchtocl-leck, because'
sometinles, the water go to the different parts of the di tch.. lVell,
that's all 11.8 check. And at luncll time, he call some other ditch men ..

AA: I-Ie never 11ad to use anyniachines in his job? Was any part of his job
taken overby a machine?

I PI: Well, I don't call that a machine.

AA: wnat is it?

PI: It's jllst a gate.'

(INfERVI EWER'S NOTE:

It was just a 'matter of diverting the flow of water to different areas
of cane fields that needed irrigating. No machines involved. Also used
wooden platforms as gates to COTltrol the, flow of water.)

PI: A gate t}lat }las the nlIDlber of how many gallons of water .. If" you ope11
t]lat, 110W many gallons of water go out.. I don't know how he can tell
that, but he kn,ew how many millions of water he give to Opaeula and how
many millions to Halernano.

AA: About 1938, tlley had what they call overhead irrigation where they have
pipes and the water sprinkled.

PI: Oh, yeal1.

AA: Was ,your husband still an irrigator at that time?

PI: Oh, yea}1. Until }1e retired.

AA: Did he take care of only Opaeula?

PI : Opaeula and Halemano.

AA: Did tllat area 11ave any of this overhead irrigating sprinklers to water
the sugar cane?

PI: Oh ....... 110t his job. Maybe down. Yea}1. I don't know very much about his
jab.. All I 1a10\vis t11at he .. -.. open the water in themoming and then in
the afternoon, he close, too. The water goes to the reservoir after he
close.

AA: "Closing", you mean" he just put something to stop the water? No machine
that he had to fool with?
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PI: Yes. I remember 11e has a gate. Rut 11e pull up, and then, }le has tIle
kind stick, I think. And had th.e nlUTlbers. That's all I could remember.

M: Okay. You know, when your husband was in the plantation, if he did
something like worI< 26 days in a month, he would get a bonus? Do you
remember any of that?

PI: On, that was before. TI1at was before the ivaI',- I think. He cannot
remember himself.. Yeah. Tllat overtime. Then ]le get the bonus. That's
what you mean?

M: Which. Well, you had free house, free water? The only thing you had to
pay was electricity?'

PI : lVe clidn' t 11ave electricity, ye L, tllat tillie .wIle1l we used to live 111 t}1at
CaInl) 9.. But wl1en· we moved down ·to (Camp) 6B and Halemano, too, then.· we
had' electricity.

M: 6B is the 11ame of a camp?

PI: 1~hat' s another camp in Halemano Section. And in Camp 2.. But when we
were in Camp 9, Ollly one house ~ (i .. e.. We were the only house there)

·1\J·n r..l ........( r'· r· ty lAT.a l1CA l~n+A-rn ~nrl cnmo lr; nrl r\+ 1 'lnTr\ O"n h"\T lIo-.·v'\c-ono1'1....., t: ...... t::: L ................1 . ..'~~ \,.A..J~ ...L~~~.\..-V.l..~.l ~~.I.\...L ,JVJ11v n .. .J...l.1.U- v~ .J...~1~l;-""'. .I. ",-u.l.I. LlJ ft\..-..L\.,JJvl.lv.

(i.e .. hurricane lamp)

M: You had to buy these lamps or the plantation provided them?

PI: No, we boug~t lamps.

M: You bOllght them.. Ho'" did YOll feel abollt taking orders from your haole
bosses? Your husband. Thema11agement was haole, righ.t?

PI: Yeah, that's right.

M: How did you feel as a worker under them? Did you respect your bosses?

PI: Oh, ·yeah. We had to follow wh.at they order.

AA: So, you think the plantation was really good at that time? 1931 and
before?

PI: Before 1931?

M: Are there any cri ticisTIIS that yOll 11ave towards the plalltation?

PI: Well, for my part, I'~m just a housewife staying at ·home.
they didn't supply him a truck, see" He use our own car=
supply the .gasoline.

At the beginning,
But they

M: But you fel t that they should have at least bought the car', b·ecause .....

PI: Yea}l. I m~ntioned that, "OIl, why didn't they supply you with a truck
just like other overseer or'foreman?"



M: You mean other people were being supplied a11d you guys weren't?

PI: Oh, yeah. They had b'efore 'my husband.

M: But these people were haole overseers or Hawaiians?

PI: Oh, not only Eaoles f' Them Japanese.

M: But your husband was an irrigator. That wasn't the same level as a
over~eer?

PI ; No, no. Those people that 11ad a truck was. 110t the same as his job f'

They were foreman 111 the camp.

M: Was he the only irrigator that you know of at tha·t time'?

PI : No. Had two Japanese above HalemaIl0 . .Nld had one ill 6B·.

M: Did they have cars supplied to them?

PI: NO,n.o. They didn't have.

M: So they were all treated the ,same?

PI: Yea}l.

M: Only gas ..

PI: OIlly 'later, then, tIley supply him with a truck.

M: Did YOLI have milk delivered to your hOllse?

PI : Oh, yeah, before when w'e were in Camp 9. But, you· know wllat we did wi th
tIle milk beCatlse we didn't have any electricity? 'We just put it in the
water with ·ice.

M: And that made it c.old and it didn"t ..... spoil?

PI: If you will not drink it right away by the next day, well, was not too
good, already.

M: You said you put it in water and ice?

PI : Yea11.

AA: How did yOll get the ice?
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PI: Oh, we used· to buy it .. But only sometimes .. We don't do that very often.

M: Ice cost a lot that time?

PI: Yeah.



M: Did )lOU rnakeuse of any of tIle clubhouses? There's tlle Filipino club
houses by .Farrington Higllway ..

PI: Yeah. lVe used to b·efore.

M; What kind of stuff did you use them for?

PI: Oh, when they 11ad a 'meeting or SOlne kind of celel)ration.. Just like
Rizal Day. And then, when they come up toshow'the movies once a week,
i t was in the club', too"

M: You're talI<ing about t·he clubhouse in Halemano?

PI ; Club'house in Halemano.

M: Every camp had a clllbhouse?

PI: No, n.o't all the. camp. On,ly ln Camp Z.!

M: That's Halemano?

PI: Yeah. In Halemano, there's only one club in Halemanoarea~

M: In the gym around 1930, tIley used to have Christmas Tree Programs.. TIley
used to take tIle kids from school and ask the family to bring them there ..

PI; Yeah" ..

M: Did you att'end every year?

PI: Oh, well, not every year. It's very hard to attend when you have little
children . Bab.y ~

M: (Laughs) Okay.. Do you remember what you did at those celebrations? At
the Christmas Tree Programs?

PI: Oh, ju.st watch. I didn"t do anything.. Just sing Xmas Carols and watch
the nativity scene.

M: Didn t·t they also distribute ora,nges and apples and balloons?

PI: Candi'es.. Orarlges, a.pples. And if tIley had too much extra--sometimes
had extras- -even the adults could a$1<, too. TIley give.

M: Also, there was a child development ce11ter that \vas built around 1939.
It was like a kindergarten or a pre-school area where you could bring
your kids s0J11etiInes. I think it vJas located at Waialua Gym or Haleiwa.
Do you remember t}lat?

PI ; I. don ,. t know Waialua.. 'Maybe Haleiwa Gym" I think it was Haleiwa.

M: You remember a chil·d development center?
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PI: Yes but my children were not brought there.

M; As 311 irrigator , did he .(husband) ever '\Tork just eight hours a day, or
di9- he still work 24 hours, whenever the water was need.ed?

PI; 0]1., he work eight 110urs a day, but when there was a. heavy rain, he had
togo out., and .c11eck~ Or else the "Jater "Jill overflow. He has to fix' his
gate.

M; Was there a tinle where he had to work tenhouTs? With emergencies?

PI;

M:

PI;

M:

.PI:

M:

PI;

Yes, especially during the he1avy rains.

Can you tell me about the stores that YOll shopped at?

Oh, we l1ad a store. in Halemano and before. Right next to the ·clubhouse.
TIlat '.s where we bought what we need.. It (store) belonge'd to the
Plantation.

Can you tell me about the credit system that they had at th.at store?

\
You COllld charge. And then, after th.e month, they deductthat from salary .

What about if you use too much and you couldn't pay for it?

Yeah, overcharge.

M: Overcharge.' How was that? How did you. eat then?

PI; TIley ·took most of what you owed, but put just ·a little in your 'pay ellvelope
then you wOllld charge ,again. But we never overcllarge yet~.

M: Did you ever have people that did that?

PI; Yes" I l1eard that somebody just receive the envelope and they just put--
I forgot ho'w mucht]le'y put in t]le envelope if your' envelope supposed to
be empty, but they put a little .. I don't know' if one dollar or what.

M; This envelope?

PI: Fifty cents? Yea]l~ In th.e envelopes so that you could just- - -receive
somethi.ng"

AA: For your payclleck?

PI: Yeah. That's what I heard.

M: So, that way, the managers were good then, cause they did something like
that?

PI: Yeah. TIley, put little bit. Maybe just to make them happy.



M: Can you tell· me about the hospital? Waialua Hospital?

PI: Oh~ the old hospita.l before? Well, yeah, we used to go there. I took
my children there when tlleywere\sick. At first, was Dr .. Wood. But,
I thillk, the ·people· was kind of ,s'cared of him. ESI)ecially the one that
came from the Philippines~ Never got used' to doctors. They hardly go
to' see the 'doctor~ But after that, Dr. Davis, then too'many people went
to see l1im.. Even my children, too, yeah.'

M; What about the fire station? Do you relnember seeing a fire station?

PI; Fire station? I 'know plantation, I thinl<, had fire station. But I don't
know about that Hal~iwa one, if ... " •.

M; Did any' of your neighbors or your husband have to volunteer as a fireman?
When there was a fire ...

PI ; 0]1, o.h" yea]l~' ESI)eciallywhen the sugar cane got burned, yeah!, All the
workers, all the kind. l1leyhad to come out aJld help ..

M; Did you.r husband ever have togo to school to learn something with his
:work at tIle plantation?

PI; Oh, wllat they learn only is about safety" They went to learn about
safety, I guess. Was every yea.r.

M; It was first-aid kind stuff?

PI: I dOJ1't remember about first-aid, but I·know that they had to learn about
safety.. How,to use the tools and how to avoid accident.

AA; What about games? You know, like basketball and baseball? Did your
llusband ·participa.te· in that?

PI: Oh, before, ·they used to have a playground in Halemano 2.

AA: TIle men· used to go play, too?

PI: Sometimes.

M: .Did YOllr kids belong to any 'basketball team?

PI; Oh yeaI1. .Jllnior, 11e used to play ...... baseball and. basketball. And Jimmy
used to play foo.tball in high school. And baseball.

M: ~Vere you gi'lell allY kind of rules about what time you should go play
baseball? Did tIle plantation give you any kind of rules like that? Like
they say you have to stop playing at 8 o'clock, or something like that?

PI; No, the'y didn't give just like curfew. No.' Only during the War ..

AA: Were there complaints that the ordinary working people had against the
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l1.!!?-~~ or the bosses, you know?

PI; That's what I heard before, sometime.

AA: TIley did have cOTI.1plaints about the camp conditions, the' house.?

PI; Yeah~

M: So, you can say that not everybody was happy? Would you say that they
were. content with everything?

PI; Well mostly were' content. But, some were complaining.. (Laughs)

M; If anybody had any' complaints before union came ill;' how did, they go
about voicing this complaint? How did they let the manager know?

PI: 011., tlley told the boss ",

M; They ·tell tl1e camp boss or '\Tent straight to the manager?

PI; No, he tell the cc;nnp boss, first ..

M: When the Japanese attacked' Pearl Harbor, about where were you? Were you
at.,home?

PI: Yea]1 .. Earl'y in the morning. We were att]1e neighbor's house, because
th.at day, was going to baptize her baby ~

M; AJ1d for the next few weeks, were you living In fear? Were you scared?

PI ; Sometimes II .Especially when we had air raid alarnl... But n.ot really scared~

M; Did yOll often hear that air raid?

PI: Yeah, at the first week.

M: lVhat kiI1d of effects did it (air raid warn).l1g) have for the planta.tion?
Did the I)eople have to stop working or w11at?

PI: No, 110. rrhey continue working. But all the. workers~·-. they call it
National Guard (a job ·th.atworkers were .put into) -~they ha.d to practice.

M: rrhe pla11tatiol1 people? All of tlleln?

PI; Yeah.

AA: They had to practice?

PI: To practice. But, just like how to shoot gun or find the enemy, kind.
Just like National Guard.

AA: Why did they do this: Were they going go join the Army?



PI: No. To protectt}lis place here in. case they (Japanese) ·were going to
land, or soemthin,g like that ~ TIley have to learn how to ope'rate the
guns and how to-~·-just 'military exercise, ~11~ They-wen drill, too, you
know. Even'my" 11usband. '--

M; Who would put this thing together? Did the ma~ager tell' you to fonn. a
group and practice?

PI: Yeah, the plantation? '

M: And tIley supplied tIle guns and all their t11ings? All the weapons tha.t
you use?

PI: They didn't supply themq They just use that for when they were on
exercise, eh. Drill. No bU.llets ~ They dOll" t bl~il1g t}1at at home.

M; (Lallghs) That would be scary'!

PI; Yeah.

AA: What do you remember about the blackouts? Can you tell me stories
about t11at ?

PI; Oh, \·vhen it was blackout, hoy, that was kind of hard. :Especially if you
are not prepared.. Yotl have to make ready'your flashlight. Because in.
case you llad to run into the she1teY, you need that ..

AA: Did you 11av~ to l)lock 'llp all your win.daws?

PI: Yea}l. EverytIling , blackout·.

M: Even your cars, too. (~aughs)

PI ; I-Iad to blackout ..

AA; What about th.e. time you could go out, then? You had to have some curfew
then?

PI: Yea}1. At night we had. We had curfew.

. M: Tluring tIle daytilne, were you told to stay in your house as much as
possible or )rou could still go about your business?

PI: Oh, the)! "vork~ rr11ey go out.

M: Only at Ilight,e.-;1elything had to·be .. ~

PI; At night, had to be curfew, yeah.

M: Dark and ev.erythil1g, huh?

PI: Yeah,
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AA: You said at the first time I came ,to talk to you that some military
men came by 'yollr section.

PI; Yeah. 111e·y stayed there for how many weeks.· Too many of them, yeah..
And then, from there, they went to the Phi.lippines ..

(Interviewer's note:

TIlere was a battalion stationed ill the caJnps (6B and camp 2) about 3-4
month.. before. s11ipping OLl.t to PI)

AA; How, long did they stay?

PI ; OIl ,mayl)e t]ley" were there ror about I don t t know maybe " one or three
nlonths ..

AA: Did they scare you?

PI : No.. 1'he)T were very nice . Friendly. Even gave the kids In the camp a
Christmas party witIl presents for all the kids .

.lt1A: Your husband pa,rticipated. in the drills?

PI : Yes.. But 110t witIl· the soldiers.

AA; "What abollt you \vives? Did you do anything?

PI; No. t.Justmy· job at Waikakalall, tIlen.

AA: Were SaIne of tllem sent to outside places to volunteer their work? To
volunteer thenlselves?

PI: No .. I don't know ..

AA: . ,They didn't take some 01; them out to go ..... '! work at "the pineapple fields?
You don't r6nenber any of that?

PI: No, I don"t think so. Because they were working in th,e cane field.

AA: vVl1at about martial lavJ? ,Do you remember anything about the martial law?

PI ; rrIle martial la\v?

AA; Yea.h, tl1at occllrred during the War.

PI; Yeah. See, lny memory is very dull now ~

AA: (Chuckles) Did you have to work on holidays even?

PI: I think during the War, I think, sometime they work~ Yeah.

AA; Your hllsband? They (the men) work for the plantation on holidays, too?
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PI: C)n h.olidays, 11e work. Especially if rail1ing.

M: Okay. lVl1at about the union? lVhat can you tell me about the union?

PI ; I d.on' t kll0W very Jnuch abollt thellJlion. Only I heard that there was a
Ullion. And tl1en sOTIletimes they l1ad. a 111eetil1g ~ 'TIle)T ca.ll the ....
workers to ,attend the llleeting. Then, after- that, tIle ones that wanted
the union , tl1ey have to sign up.

M: How did you hear about it? Through your husband? Through your friends?

PI; My husband and friends, too. Relatives.

M: When YOti first Ileal' about it, d,id you like it? Did yOll like the thin.gs
that the)' were going to do? . And so you wanted to join?

PI: You ask me that. I didr1't know anything about that. Only what I heard
is that there was a union. And that they wanted to help the workers.
That's what I learn.

M: So, you really didn"t have anyth.ing to do with it cause you weren't working
for the plantation?

PI: Yeah. My husband did not join. the union ..

M: In 1946, there was a real IO,ng strike. Do you reTnember that strike?

PI; 011, tllat\Vas. after the ~Var?

M: 1946, yeah.. And it involved everybody, I tll·il11<.

PI; Th.at's plantation strike, eh? Yeah, sugar caneI', Yeah ..

M; Do you remembe'r t11at one? 1946?

PI : Yeah, I remember some ..

M;. You know the soup kitchens that they ......

PI; TJley had soup kitchen, yeah.

M: Every camp l1ad a soup ki tchell?

PI; Not all .the canlp. Only ill Camp 2, because that' sthe biggest camp. In
Halemano.

M: And all these slnaller camps came over there?

PI: Yeah. And then dO\Vll Waialua~_ They had, too.

M: Do you kno,,," tIle reaSOllS that tIle people made these strikes; Do you know
why the workers struck?



PI; Well to ask for SOJnemore wages, 1 guess. TI1at was tIle mail1 one, and
better ,V"orking conditioIlS and hours e

M: Did you tIliIlk tIlis was a good way to ask for a wage?

J?I : Well, tome ~ I think, that was a good way ~

M: It "vas the only one? (Laughs)

PI; Because if you will ask by yourself GIlly ...,~. (Chuckles) I don 't think
so you could get wI1at you want.. (Laughs)

AA; Do you feel that this helped? Because sometimes they didn't incr"ease
the wages. Do you think!e. ~it helped?

PI; Yea}l, I\thillk it }1~lped .. If not wages at. least the working conditions
improved ..

M; Sometimes, too, didn't you get more than wages? You got other stuff?
They improved your house aT .....

PI: Yeah.

M: They built you this other thing? Was it like tha~t?

PI; Yea}1.

M: TIle Philippine ind~pendence, did you hear about it? You were alr~ady

here.

PI: Yeah, I was here already.

M: Did it mean anything to you?

PI; Well, I feel glad that the Philippines get independ.ence.. Yeah. Even
if I 'f\Tas here already. To me, that is good for the Philippines.

AA; In 1949, do you remember a strike when there was very little food?

PI: Yeah" and too mally' people who wen stock rice before that.

M: So nobody had rice then?

PI: \·ea}l. A1ld then, later on they fOW1d out tIley never use all the rice and
wen.. spa i I. (Laughs)

AA; This was very long, too, right?

PI: Yeah, that 'vas, oh .. ! .how many weeks that?

M: I think it was about six months ..
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PI: I-Iow ma]1Y months. Tllat was a long strike, 11Uh.?

M; It was the shippin.g strike, right?

PI : That '5 why too man.y'. were hoa'Yd.in.g rice ~

M: Can you tell 'me about the retiremen.t fund that the plantation provided?

PI; 011, retirement plan? Well ~ Retirement plan ,'my husban.d 11a5 a retirement
plan. rnley call it a t-John.Hancock Insurance. Life Insuran.ce. The
plantatioJland John I--Iancock, they wen combine t}lat. He still receiving
on that one and it helps. --

AA: Yeah.. Do you recall tIie fift·y years an.niversary of the plantation? It
hTas about 1948. 1 t]lillk it was 11eld at Fresh Air Camp?

PI; 111eard tI13.t, yeah,. But Idid.n.'t go ..

AA: rrhen they ha'd another one, righ.t? This is t'he, 75t,h? TIlis time was
Pmliki.

PI: Puuiki and then they had tIle wllat do you call th.is? If you want to
~i' ah'T~PP '::Ill i·n.l.~i..r1p t'hp. ·.J1TIl1 i .11 ~n.(1. r\vlu.lt~·l'·,r1P. ur"'\TW thr"'\Y 1.T.r"'\"..lr " ... T ....... ....,.....,.-4-h..:-~
~~b ... '-'-.J ...... v U-...L...L ~ ~~~~- ........ ~- ---~~ ~ --- '-''-' --"'" IlVI1c; vvvJ.1\., CVCl.y Ll -lllg,

yeah, (Open. house a.t the ,mill ~)

AA: Did yOll go to the 75th anniversary cele11ration?

PI : Yes no ~ I went to tIle picnic, but not to the sightseeing of the mill.
I cannot stalld that.'

M: (Laug11s) Too noisy.

PI : Not only that. My le'g Ilurt to go around. Cannot stalld.. ~

M: The Korean vVar in 1950, do you remember mything about it?

PI: \Vell, I J1eard about it. ,. (Chllckles) But I don't blOW very much
about it. ~.1y newp}1e\\T was t]1ere.

M: YmlY nephew went to the war?

PI : Yeah. I-Ie \vas in Korea.

M: vVhich 11ep11ew? Is that Mrs. BW1da's?

PI : Sand)' . Yeah, ~·lrs co BW1da' s 50]1.. T11e one 1i Vi11g here.. ~Vahia"va.

AA: The tidal waves around Waialua, it didn't affect you because you live
so far away from it?

PI: Yeah.
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M: Did a.ny of your family get affected by t}lis?

PI: No.

M: You dOll't know anybody named Harry Bridges?

PI: Oh, h.im! lie is tIle president of the Irlternationa.1 .... lab·or.

M: 1'he I L1VIJ Q lV"hat do you know abollt hirn?

PI: I just heard about 11im, but In.ever nleet him. Well, maybe he was
a good glly" Go around 11elping the workers.

M: l\lhat about Jack Hall ? Do you remember a name like that'?

PI: Yeah.

M: I--lim al1c1 six ot}ler people were. " " .peol)le were sa.ying that they were
, trying to overthrow the U" s. Governme11t. Did you hear of anything

like that?

PI: No.

AA: In 1952, t}lere was a wa.lk out in lVaialua protestingPagdilao, 1 tllink ..
Do you remernber thi.s?

PI: That he was~".·.transfer.

M: Do you rernemb.er something like this?

PI: Yeah, I think so. I remember little bit.

AA: Did your husb~nd participate in the wa.lk out? I--Ie didn't go to worl<?

PI: No. He went to work because he wa.s not a member of the union.

M: He didn't pa'rticipate?

PI : No, because well, all 11e did was to oI)erate the water .

.M: Do you vote?

PI: Yeah.

AA: Did you \lot.e ill 1954? T}le first time?

PI : Yeah, I guess so. I a.l\vays vote.

AA: Okay. III 195-8, tllere was another strike. Do you remember this one?
You were in Waialua at that tTIme, weren't you?

PI: '58. We are here already.
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PI : Retired..

M: Oh! 1r\TJ1en did your husband ~etire?

PI: '54..

M: Oh,.I didn't know he was that old.

(Laughter)

M: How (lid you feel about their closi11g of Ewa mill? Did you have
I~elatives in Ewa that had to loose ....

PI: No.

M: What about Kahuku?

PI: No .

.M: What about lIS becoming a sta.te? Were you. happy about it?

PI: Oh, yeah. I'm happy.

M: f\1ost of your ·children and grandchildren are in lVaialua, rig}1t?
Well, Dolores is in·lVaialua. Your son, J'lll1ior's in lVaialua ..

PI: Two of theJn in Waialua.. The rest, allover.

AA: Do you thin.k 'that's a good place to grow up? For I<ids?

PI: Oh , yeah. I stay the~e for how many yea.rs.

M: You like it?

PI: I like Waialua. The best place in Oahu.

END OF SIDE, ONE. END OF INTERVIEW.
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BIOGI~'PI-IICJ\L SlJMrv1Al~Y: l"ORrrlJNA'rO ~101JJ:~, fishernlan

Fortullato fvlo11c, Filipino, was bor.n in CCbll, PhiliplJine rslands ,
~Jlule S, 1905. I-Ie went to Lallaina on ~v1aui from Mani 1a .-i n 1924, where
he \\Tcrrked at l1apa.iko alld CLItt iI1g cane. In 1944, 118 went to Wa iall.la
~]]ld \f\lorkecl as- a-·'IJ-ll.IDlber's helper for the lJ. S. EngineeriJlg lJepartlncllt;
later he. workecl .i n the boiler "room. lIe got laid off in 1950 and "vent illto
the fi shjnghusillCSS ..

rortunato is still fishirlg .. f-Ie and his wife live in Waialua.
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Notes No. l-N3-l-76

NOTES ON ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Fortunato Molle (PM)

July 8, 1976

BY: Pablo Lazo (PL)

(The follo\,yillg notes are from an unrecorded illterview.; the conversation
written here is nearlyverbatim~ Mr. Molle did not wish to be tape
recorded. )

PL: I-Iow did you find out about the jobs here in Hawaii?

Rvl: Agent came aroillld our place. Left Philippines,Jlme 1924 witll wife.
(He was only 19 years old.)' Stationed at Lahaina Sugar Plantation.

PL: ~Vi11 you tell me w}lat kind your first job' was?

FM: Cut cane, but mostlyhapa~. ko and then contract work.

PL: What killd .of contract \\Tork did you do there?

FM: Grolving cane or cutting cane. SOTIletilnes make $3.50. a day and this is
good lTIOney then. Work here for 19 years. And then in 1944, came
here to Waialua ..

PL: Why did you COTIle here to Waia.lua? Is it because you're' not making
money, or' the work is too hard or what?

FM: MY kids wanted me to come doWl1 when they got married.

PL: Wllen you came here, what kind of job did you have?

R1: Plumber 11elper.

PL: lVho did you work for?

FM: I was workillg for U. S. E. D. (Uni ted States Engineering Del)artment)
at Schofield.

PL: How much did you get paid?

FM: 75¢ and thell came up to about $1.05 an hour. And tllen in 1945, worked
in boiler room. $1.50 an hour I got paid for. 1950,'got laid off.
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PL: ~Vhat did you do after you got laid off?

~I: In 1950, I went fishing.

PL: ,"What kind of fishing did you ,do? Is it hook and pole, net?

PM: 'Oh, I bought a boat. Twenty feet. ~~et fishing.

PL: \VllY did yOll decide to go fishing? Did anybody tell y'ou that fislling
is a good business?

Rvl: Nobody told me. I went, fishing because I 11ad experience in the
Philippines.

PL: How rnuch did it cost you to start fishing?

PM: TIle boat cost about two hundred dollars and two hundred dollars for
tIle motor. l!\Tent fishing with son-in-law at thebegilliing.

PL: ~~leredid you sell the fish that you caught there?

PM: If fJig catch, I go sell in town. (Auction.) If little bit, I. sell
house to house around the Cilll~.

PL : Has f is}ling. alwa)Ts beell good?

PM: Before, get plellty fish like 'kumu, akule, menpachi, but since peol11e
use aqualung" now no more.

PL: "What else besides catching fish did you go for?

PM: Lay Iob:ster net, but never gafor three to four years now. Ihave
new lobster net outside aJldmaybe I try someplace where nobody touch.

PL: "What years did you have good b'usiness?

PM: rnthe '50s.

PL: Did YOll ever have a bad time in fishing?

FIv1: 0]1, yea]l. Evenillg time leave net, 311d morning time no more, no can
find net'. Catc11 bad weatller. I lost my net about five times since
started fislling.

PL: How much did. it cost for one net?

R\1: About £ive ll1mdred dollars.

PL: AllytIling else that was a bad time?

PM: Oh. In 1967, I lost my boat, wen sink. I think it was in May; get
too greedy, huh.. "When 1 came home, I said to my wife,. "1 give up."
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But she cry.

PL: ~Vhy did the boat sink?

~1: ,r told my h~lpers that got enough already, but they said get three
more turtles. But there was eleven turtles.

PL: How big the turtles was ?

Fl'vl: About three hundred to four hundred pounds.

PL: How many turtles were in the boat when it sank?

Rvl: 22 turtles sink already.
went down, I shoot flare.

No more twenty minutes. Sink, but before
TIle plane saw the flare.

PL: Wl1at plane?

PM: The haole guy who drive plane, who spark the f1sh. I alsoJ try use
radi-o before boat went down, but plane said help is on the way. Boy;
quick 'the rescue came.

PL: Coast Guard rescue?

FM: No, fire engine 'boat from Haleiwa. Lost plenty that year.

PL: Did you lose your boat co~pletely?

PM: No, rrry son and some friends pulled it up. They put fifteen tub'es
(tire tubes) and pump it, he float.

PL: Where did it sink?

Rv1: Outsire Kawailoa,about one mile out. Forty feet water.

PL: Tell me more ab'out your catches, like turtles or fish 'or l'obsters.
These catches have good'price?

PM: Tllrtles are cheap. l5¢ a. pound, but before, nokapu for catch
turtle. And people jealous beca.use I catch plenty. But two years
ago, kapu on turtle. Limit size to 35 inches. But before, can catch
anything.

PL: Did you ever get caught by a game warden?

Rl: Onl)! about bvo times. I paid $25 each time. ~tT friends fix me up so
I don f t 11a\Te to go court" So, if gaIne warden see you wi th turtle -net,
tell him you only catch shark meat.

PL: Did you use to catch shark?

HvI: Yes, shark jaw, sell. Meat, throwaway. Before we hustle for catch
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shark. Ten cents a pound. That's why not plenty s}1ark before. Now,
shark meat no can sell. Haleiwa be,fore, catch shark fo'r extra money,
that.

PL: ,Did you ever give credit to some people?

PM: 'If some don't pay, don't give next time.

PL: vVhohelp you catch fish? Do you go looking for help or they come to
ask you?

PM: They come and ask if they can come with me to catch fish.

PL: Howmallyhelpers do you have?

FM: Now, one haole and one Hawaiian helper. They are old friends. I get
two now.

PL: How big is a good catch?

Rl: Heavy catch, five tons. Sometimes ten tons. I don't go to big
business. I no go to other island now. I only go to what I call
manini busirless'.

PL: M1at time you usually go out fishing?

PM: Go out morning and sometimes night time.

PL: H01~ often you go fishing?

PM: Whel1 get good water.

PL: vV]lat month get good fishing?

PM: Only three mOIlths a year. Summer time, about May get good water.,

PL: 011, yeal1 , al1d before the plane spark tIle fish for you, what did you
do to sparl< fis}l? Did you listen to radio if get good \vater orwl1at?

PM: On top a tree, look outside for school of fish, sometimes about: tI1e
size of this house.

PL: What else? What kind signs you look for if get fisI1 or no fish?

F1vl: If get new moon and 'also full moon, you know akule come in.

PL: vVhen plane spark £is]l for you, how muc}l you pay t]le guy~

RM: If big catch, sometimes take twenty percent of the catch.

PL: Will you tell me moreab'out fishillg?
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R1: Bottomfishing--bait, use cuttle fish(squid) or use live akule (the
small one is called halalu) .. 1nrow 150 hooks one time.

PL: What kind fis}} you catch when bottom fishing?

Rv1: Pakapaka, uhu, sea. b'ass, ulua, any kind. Kumugood price fish.
'Menpachi',--,.very high prize, this kind Japanese fish.

PL: Do you have machine to' know if get fish on bottom?

RvI: I had before. But expensive. Lost it when boat went dOMl.

PL: How does this machine work?

Rv1: It ·dral'\T. You see picture on the machine. It draw the mountaills. Go
up and down. And if get fish, the machine tell you.

PL: Wha.t kind fishing is good business?

FI\l: Aku good bllsilless. But got to have crew, ' (five) good worker, steady
men. But cannot find good helpers, so sold net to young rake and now
make good TIIOney.

PL: Do you make own net? Did you make net and sell it?

PM: Before, make IIet, but hard for sew ~ Better buy. It's more cheap.
Now, buy ready-rna.de .

PL: Is your boat at Haleiwa Harbor? How you pay?

PM: Pay twenty dollars a month. 28 feet boat.

PL: Did you hear ab'out Filipinos cannot go fishing ,b'efore? ~

PM: Yes, from about 1925 until Martial Law (c.1941). No can fish, because
at 1924 strike, Filipino, catcl1 plenty fish, so Hawaiian made law.
Filipino no can fisl1.

PL: You meaIl this was what happehedwhen you was at Lahaina?

PM: Yes.

PL: Because t]lis happen here, too, according to Tata Tantog, so it mus t
be allover tIle islands, }lull, rfata?

R1. COllld be.

PL: How mucll you pay if game warden catch you?

~1: Five dollars. Can go dive with hook and catch kurita, though.

PL: How you know where to go hook," fish wi th pole?
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PM: Friends go tell over there, t]lat place bites like hell. So I go,
but some' 'no tell. But you know if people catch fish, because they
bring out.

PL: 'How about spendin.g free time? Did you join c,lubs?

FM: 'Fishing clubs before. ,Becallse if no join, no more friends. Club-
whell somebody die in family, give money. Hard time if no money, a11d 110

fmnil.-y. Just bury you like dog.

PL: Will YOll tell me more about fishing stories you have?

PM: Hook fisll at night. Put out ligllt (Coleman lantern). Any kind fish
come. Menpacl1ihang arolll1d. light, too.

PL: Wllat kind bait (besides those already mentioned) you use?

R1: !v1osquito fish (small kind) bait for good fish- -,kumu, weke. But not
too muc}l 110W, because talapia eats this fish (mosqui to fish.) I
think talapia come from Ivlainland.

PL: lV11at year you think i t came here?

BI: Around' 56, because '50 no more yet.

NOTES OUTSIDE HOUSE WHILE ABOUT TO LEAVE:

fM: These traps go about three hundred to four hundred feet water.

PL: lVhatthings go inside?

PM: Fish, h-aoL~ crabs.

PL: How much go inside one time, ffiQSt time?

~1: 20 to 25 pounds. Sometimes fifty pounds.

END OF INTERVIEW



BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: RAY SARMIENTO, retired housing supeT'lisor, lA/aialua
Sugar Company

Ray Sa,nniento was born in Pangasinan, Philippine Islands on March
15, 1912. After lligh school in Manila, Ray came to Hawaii under Hawaii
Sugar Planters' Association auspices, lloping it would be a stepping stone
to lligher education on the Mainland. His first assigrunent was at Waialua
Sugar Company where, because of many unforeseen factors, 118 stayed for
the Ilext thirty years. He held many jobs, including j ani tor, hapai ko
worker, ccunp boss and housing supervisor. In 1943,. Ray rna'rried a nurse
from Kauai. '

Since leaving the plantation in 1963, Ray has worked ill insurance
and was a l)i lingua·lspecialist for the City. He was a lea.der ,in the
Waialua, commlll1ity and was a delegate to the Republican National Convention
in 1976. III late 1976, Ray left Hawaii to live in the country, of his
birth,the Philippines.
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Tape No. 1-3-1-76

ORAIJ HISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Ray T. Sarmiento (RS)

June 7, 1976

Waialua, I-Iawaii

BY: Araceli AgoG eAA)

AA: TI-lis is an, i11terview with Mr. Ray T. Sanniento of Waialua, June 7,
1976. Will you please tell me about your origins, where you were
born" \vhen and whe~e were your parents born?

RS: Well, my parents were born 'in Pangasinan and I was born from my
parents, also' of COlIYSefrom Asingan, pangasinan~ T11at' s wa)T back
in 1912. And I went: to school tJlere, briefly, more t}lan expected,
the)1 because of fiery inspiratiol1 in 1929 I canle to Hawaii. Prior
to caBling to Ha-w'aii, I was in Ivlanila trying to conti,nue my studies
there. But I heard about the good.opportunity there in mainland
al1d besides t}1at, lots of my ClaSSTIlates were going to t]1e maillland,
Uni ted States. I went home to go to the mainland also. But whell
I reached home , my brother- -he used. to be here in Hawaii , came alone
so I figure I come to llawaii first al1d it would be Iny stepping ,stone
to the Inainland. Before that thi11kil1g I will conti11ue to tlle
fnainland. A lot of Filipinos were not allowed to go to the u.s.
because they }lave no job. 1'}lere had been lots of prob lems ill the
United States and that I)epression really cut me off. So here now I
got stuck in Hawaii.

AA: lVhat did YOll expect f-Iawaii Ito be like?

RS : Whatdo )TOU meall?

AA: What were your expectatiol1S of Hawaii?

I~S: At that time I did not expect anythiJlg froJn Hawaii. At that time
my targe~, was going to the mainland to study. I did not expect
anytIling frorn Hawaii. All wl1at I lvanted to do was go to the maiJ1land
al1d study. But wIlen I CallIe to I-ia\vaii through the HSPA labor corps,
I got Stllck in ~Vaialua and I stay in Waialua for awhile thinking that
this is lny stepping stone.

AA: As S0011 as you got to Hawaii, did you move to Waialua? Did you work
an)l1v}lere ... ?

RS: }~OlV, I was reclUited to \Vaialua, Waialua Sugar Cornpany and my first
ass ignment - - I was assigned at Kawai loa Camp. So I stay t]1ere for
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over 30 years doing all kind of job. In those days.it was very,
very hard, especially for Filipinos to be promoted to a certain job
unless they are extra qualified. So I stick to the plantation.
After two years I was promoted to a l~a~-they call.that a supervisor.

'T1,vO years, faI' sure two years. Tllat' s very ~peedy for a young mall
like Jne . That's one reason why I stick around wi tl1 the sugar
compa11Y·

AA: VVhat kind of job did yOll do before that two years?

RS: Well before being a ..lllna, 1 did all kind of a jobs, you. name it, I
did it. Fr'om ja.l1itorial work, .hapai ko, you call that the loading
of sugar, cutting cane, you call that pali pali, irrigation.

AA: Cutting cane is ... ?

RS: Cutting cane. They call 'em cutting cane .

. AA: W1lat's pa~~._p.~.~i?

RS: Pali pali means fixing the lines, fixing t]1e furro\vs of the sugar
cane. ~ And mule l)oy, hauling cane, and l1elper, plowing, also do some
plowing with mule and so forth, grader with mule. I did all that
things.

AA: Grader?

RS: Grader, )/ea}l. YOll know, to grade tl1e fields? That tiJne, we don't
have 110 tractors to grade tl1e field. For example, now if the field
is too high or like to cover some'thing, you have to have a mule with
a Ii ttle gra.der. You pull that. You plow and you grade that. Tl1e
loose soil has to be graded out. We don't have no tractor in those
da)Ts. The tractors were the mules.

AA: And after you were a lun~, what other kind of jobs did you have?

RS: Vvell frOln a 1!dD:9- then I was promoted to camp boss. Then as camp
boss I take the job of camp boss until, the war carne in and I still
was a canlp boss during tIle war a..I1d after the war. TIlen af·ter the
war finish, then they created the Housing Dept. So I work the
Housing Dept. with a certain job in housing allocation for the
laborers and practicall)T do all the servicillg" JtlSt like a service
department, take care of all the needs as far as peopl~, as far as
their housing is concel11ed. fuld then I worked on that job until my
early retirement on 1964.

AA: 1964. So how long were you a housing supervisor?

RS: Well that's about ... l think about ten years.

AA: As a camp boss, what was your typi~al day?
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RS: As a camp boss, in the early days ,"first you must maintail1 peace
ancl order ,secol1d you 111USt see to it that there is sanitations in
the houses.. 'You must see toit tl1at all t}1e facilities will be
functioning. Then at the same time YOll must see to it that the

'}lealth and ,,y-elfare 'of the people is supposed, to be rna.intained. Now
for example, now not only health and welfare we also take care of, the

'peace and order in t11e area. Alld that part is t]le most inlportant job
because OJ1 the early days lots of these people from outside come
d0W11 and exploi t tl1e other people, the Filipinos.. So that's one of
tl1e most irnportal1t jobs of the camp boss. As camp boss, 'you ,also
relTresel1t the people, whatever they need. If there's a sick people,
you D1l1St see to it that the lTIan nlust be taken ca.re of by. the hospital
staff., 111 case they l1eed, SaIne facili ties or any thing repaired in
tl1eir hOllses. In other word.s practically everything tIley need, that
is. the job of the camp boss. We must see to it also they must work
regularly. If ~heyare sick tIley mlls't be taken care of.

AA: So you work 24 110urs then if somebod.y got sick·~

RS: It's practically a 24 hours job. I used ,to have two' assistants in
those days. After pali hana in the afternoon, somebody will take
over as watcJunan in t 'e' canipe So anytime, in the middle of ,the night,
anytime of the night , if he-saw something very llnusual then they
just· call me. In other \vords, I be there 24 hours a da)', ready to

'serve. I'Jo\v in the earl·y days, 011e of the most delicate situations
is because of tIle unbalance betweel1 men and worne11. Now I t}1ink at
tllat time, it rnay be abollt 80percent men and 20 percent, \vOrnell. And
so those are tl1e problenls tl1at they u.sed to have before. Espe~ially

these people in those ea.rly days, these people are all il1 their
prime. They are all below SO, t}lat is the prime of the men. And
like today \ve have' lots of senior citizens. At tl1at tl10se days we
have no senior citizen.

AA: About wl1at would you say was the population of Kawailoa?

RS: At that tinle? The population of Ka\vailoa, at tl1at time', we used to
have a least t,,~~olve hltldred Filillil10S.

AA: That is in.eluding women?

RS: !VIe11 ancl women. In the early day. IvIen and women" about 1,200 In the
early days.

AA: tVas the population then nlainly Filipinos? Did you have some
Japa.nese?

RS: I tl1iJ1k tIle populatiol1 in tl1at early days I think is about 70 to
30; 30 percent Japanese, and at 70 percent Filipinos in tI10se days.

AA: Did you ]1a.ve somet11ing like only one etlmic group live in one camp?
Wasn't it like that?
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RS : Yeah. Tl1at "vas before my tirne" Before my time, whell we came do\m
there ,vas sue}l thillg as segregated camp. Like in l'\TaiaIua tIle)' have
such. t}ling as segregated carnp. I Like in Waialua tIley ]lave such tllings
as Portuguese Camp, Puerto Rican Camp. We have the llaole camp,
Ja.panese camp. Now that's WIlY wIlen. I took over the wIlole plantation,
I tool< over tIle wIlole planta.tion way back from 1943, as a camp boss
in tIle whole plantation in '43.. All the camps. TIle whole area, the
\vllole ·plalltation in 1943. So, I lla.ve to serve every outside camp
like Opaeula, I-Ielemano, and Iv1okuleia.. Yeah, name it, every area, I
use take' care. .

AA: You "vere talking about people coming in Waialua...

RS: To eA-ploit ...

AA: ..... Yeah to exploi t Filipinos? What were those?

RS: Some people WI10 are businessman ·from I-Ionoluluand sOTIlepeople who
do h.ave some orgaJlizationfroln I-Ionolulu and those organizatioll just
like ...... I d.on t t want to Ylame names because I don f t want· to j e.opardize
their situations now. But, but for example now, there was an organiza
tiOY1, in tl10se (laysJ a go }1ome organization. Mean.ing if you jOill tIle
organiza.tion, anytime you go hOTIle to the Philippines everyone will
dOllate money. You collect one dollar, so and so from each member ..
J\1eaning tIlat if you }laveseven hUlldred members tIlell they will collect
every $1 .. 00 froIn each member, t11en you have about $700.) Those
are t}le most important, th.ose are tIle t}lings they !1YOTI1ise,
tIll, tIley take you people home . A lot of l)eople fraIn f'Ionalulu, , tllose
businessmell of some various organization for those candidates and so
forth. III t}le early days w'e ]lad a lot of candidates all around and
those candidates does not benenfi t. at all anyone of the plantatioll
populatioll but just because a few in those early clays,.~ get fewyoW1g
girls. So the moment these young girls, they make thenl sell tickets',
and pictures.. The'Y sell their picture for just one dollar- - -I10W

everybody ..... llnless the single men houses, there f s many pictllres of
young girls all in there. In their bedroom or in their living room
and you can see all kind of a pictllre and those are selling for $1. 00 .. \
So if a young girl can sell 5,000 pictures then she can have $5,000 and
t}lose in tIle early days $5, 000 is not, is just like, is just like
$50,000 toda)T. A1ld a lot of t}lese single men when t}ley back up one
candidate, somet1lles they give 'em about two,· two or four hundred
dollars.. TIlose are tlle tllillgS 1vC t d like to .... T1105e are the tl1ings
1\1e'1'e tr)Tillg to stop. So tIle early days, ill allY sugar company ill
this state, tIley used to ]lave a camp boss and they use to have l\That
Y'ou call that, a watchman all the time. .A1ld before they could come
in tIley suppose to Ilave a pass so that we know what's tIle business
and 1ve kn9w 'vllat house tIley gOillg. Otherwise if anybody coming in.
"vi tll0l1t any pass, ,lve just selld f em out. The idea is 110t to
prevellt tllenl froIn visi ting some of tlleir relatives and so forth, on.ly
those, so anybody coming to visit t}leir relatives, tlley're all free ..
As I sai~ again we have to have some sort of a policy to protect the
laborers.
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M: lVas it just candidate kind, wasn't tllere other kind of exploi tation
other than collecting money.

RS: Yes, )~es, lots of bogus business in those days also. All kinds of
'businesses, so' fortIl. Some of tIlese Filipinos in those early days,
, they're very llnfamiliar with tIle si tuation and can easily be
exploited. As a matter of fact lot of Filipinos, t}leir money was
takel1 a"vay fT'OJTI thenl. Also some of tIleIn Filipinos had. their bonds
taken away frOTIl tllemby tIlese sort of operators.

M: ~Vhatkind of lies did they lIse? Promises?

RS: l'\Tell, like uh one very popular concept is tIley I)llt IIp lJefore, like I
intervened. ill, ~Vaialua '~Jhich I "vas very 11appy. I believe tllat there
are two people in Waialua, one Japanese alld one Fili'pino lvl10'S beell
take]l for a ride. NOlV this rnancorne aroW1d an.d he said he lvas gOlma
investhts lTIOlley. I-Ie lvas gonna borrow $500 fr<?ffi you, now immediately
will give you. a receipt of $750. And he promise you t}lat in six
mOllth or in sixty d.ays, six mOlltll or sixty days, 11e 1vill retllrn your
moneyT not $500whicll you are givin.g to him but he will give you $750.
Now those are tIle ginnnicks th.at a.re going around. And I was very
fortunate, I "vas lucky enoLIg]l that I sa.VI that one first and I was
able to intervene. I lvas able to drive them out and seek them out
from tIle C31np. And we have only one Filipin.o here, yeah, who has
beell swindled. Now w}lere as in the whole state of Ha\vaii I under
stalld, according to the Better Business Bureau whell they went to tIle
court that 'this lTIan was ab'le to swindle at least about one million
dollars from tIle Filipinos ..

AA: Filipinos alone?

RS: Yeall, in the w!10le state. Th~s man isa Filipill0, swiDdled arollnd
FilipillOS one million dollars and they went to the court and this man
was deported to the P11ilippines. I thirik the hardest Ili t island was
Kauai. 1(al1ai, Maui and. and Big Island of fiawaii. And also some
frorn ~Vaipa]ll1, Ewa and intl10se days, lVailTIan,alo. Bu.t \Vaialua,
fortunately we have only one in the whole Waialua area. It made me
very unpopu.lar at t]lat tirne wi tIl tIle outsiders (I~S WOllldn' t let them
illtO tIle camps) al1dby tIle people from those swindlers. l"hcy even
try to say~' - - tIley even tlTreatelled to }<ill me whenever I stay in
Honolulu because tIley were notable to penetrate in VJaialua.

M: IJid you use any kinds of machines in YOllr job? Befor'e you l\Tere a
ll~~!_~, ""hen YOlI \vere a. l'l:!!!.:~. and wIlen you were a camp boss? '

RS: 9I1 tllose da)Ts, in tIle earl)T da)ls '\Ie don't have 110 alltolllobiles. lVe
dOll't llave tractors. In tIle plalltation, in the early days. ~fuen you
plow the fields in those early days, they use to have the steamboat,
they call that.· And thell wheI1 you TIlake furrows, also a steamboat,
and tIlen small job like plowing between sugar cane' we have the mules.

M: Tllis is before 1931.
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RS: ·Yeal1. Everl:in 1930. Those machines,: ha!)ai ko machi11eSGUne in as
late as about '36 yea}}. TJ1at' s ,,,,hy ll1y early days, ancl going arOl1l1d
tIle ccunp ill t110se early days, we lIse 11orses. Ride 110rse. Get lot
of fun ridillg 110rses. Until ill 1942 then we got rid of the 110rses
in the camp. Inen we use automobiles. Th.at. was in 1940. I lvas
giVCll an autoTI10bile in 1940. I think was 1938 I was given tllat

'autornobile ..

M: As a camp boss you were already a sllpervisor rigl1t?

RS: Befol--e supervisor, and then promoted to camp boss.

M: Supervisor of what?

RS: No, .llU!~_. They call 'em luna ill the field, cutting cane ..

M: So a .I_~_~ is a supervisor. It\lere tl1ere anybenefi ts? \\lllat were
your bellefitsand why were you promoted to a supervisor? \\las it
because of YOllr edllcation or yOttf physical 3.1J11ity?

RS: \Vell first, yOLl have to s110w them that you are capable. Now,
education donttmean. anythiIlg to thenl. You must be capable to do the
job. Now first you ffiusthave your detenninatioll and second yOll ffillSt
shoVJ t.hat yOll have an ability to take care the j 01) that is a.ssigned
to )7011. Lil<e for eXaJnple 110\\1 what's really Inissing \vas, ill0rd.er
to be a camp. boss, you have to be cOlmnissiolled as a police lly the
department of police department because you are a special .... cOTI1mision·-
eel to l)e .3. speci 31 pol ice officer. IJnusual, I thinl< was for on~ non
ci tizen to be connnissioned a police officer at that time., special
police.

M: Non-citizen, you mean.

RS: Before if yOtl are not an Americall ci tizen you can never 1)e corrnnissiolled
as a l)olice officer. So I was tIle only o'ne giventl1e commission as a
police, special police officer wi~h a badge and. Crlrryt;Ull. All the rest
camlot.

M: So tllis is a. very 11ig}1 paying job then.

RS: Vve 11, in. tllose days ]10 SllCh t11ings as veri high payil1g job. Better
job, better thaIl )~n~. Only thing is a bigger responsibility.
PeolJle 1001< to you cause on t110se da'ys you are 110t. l1andling \,yorkillg
n1811. You are 11311d.lillg IJeople. III otl1er words, every people}lere now
- -ei they ._h~lQ_le., Japanese, Puerto Rican, everybody, they are illlder you.
In those d.ays, tIle difference between a luna and camp boss, the ll.:!-na_
is you 0111)T take care of tl1e workil1g men ass igned to you as a gang,
you see. 'That' s a grou.p of men assigned to you as a ga11g, then tllat
is the luna supervisor. You take them to work early in the morning
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wltil after110on. "While a camp boss, yeal1, the whole area, what is
needed in the camp, because in those early days we don't }lave no
differentdepartme11ts I! Un.like today. Now today we have all
different departments take care tlle job. In those days if you are
acanlp boss, you are practically the only boss" your boss llJ1der you,

. you under th.e manager at that time. Only you and the manager, see so
every departlnent, all the lun~., what tlley 11eed, wllat their- men need
is you. Yeah you are practically ill1derthe TIlanage-r 3Ild the manager's
policy is you are going to enforce tllat ffiaJ1ager's policy and also
work in t]le office. In the office you ha.ve to keep the work record
of the man. From tilne to time the office will check on you whether
a man is still in the camp or 110t, whet}ler the man is working or not ..
So that·, s a big job ill those days.

M; So 'actually you, as a camp boss, you were second highest in the rank,
manager was the ... ?

RS: No, it's not the llighest in tIle ra.nk. It's Ilot a.ctually second. 'rhe
job. T said because ,liIl those days you llave the manager, you have , they
call 'em tIle big 1una_ in tIle adlniIlistration operation side. Your
operation, all right, you have tIle ma11ager ,thebig J_lill9:' then you
]1ave tIle sectiol1 overseer, th.en. 'YOll have YOllr water lJJJJil-s., alsot]lCIl
yOll l1ave the mill. So tllose are the operators side. But, safar as
tIle adnlinistration side, admillistration all right. OJlthe ou·t~side,

on the cam11, )lca.h, you OIlly take order from tIle lnanager. rr11at's a (the job)
CalTIl) boss. Yeah, you }lave nothi11g to do with cllltivation, you have
nothiJlg to do "vi th the office IJecause we llave an. office manager. But
tlley have' nothiJlg to do, so far as the camp peace alld. order, th.e canlp
mailltenance is cOllcerned,you know, tIle cleanliness of the road, yeah'
tlle repairing of tIle house alld so forth.. Then all what yOll do, that
is your sole responsibility, is to report tllat to, for example just
anythin.g, repairing the hOllse you report that to the office all right
and the office report that to tIle carpenters. So you take care all
those things llnlike now, everybody is very simple, the job today is
veI)' siml)le for all t]lose people. .

AA: Okay, \vl1a t ,vas your pay rate?

RS: lVell pay rate, on those days, t}lat pay rate is of course higher thenj
all people working as supervisor.

A.~: 11m, your pay rate or tIle marlager?

RS: :Jo, no, I anl not. I said not 11.igher than the manager because the
manager is the manager is the boss.

M: No, tllat' s wllat I meant, were you speaking of the manager or were you
speaking of 'yourself.

RS: l~o.. Pay rate? No I have said is sirnilar to some of those skilled
workers, ,you know they give you skilled job, skilled bango you call
it, so tllat detennines, tIle pay rate is determined by the office
also.
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AA: Oh, what kinel of work did warnell do?

RS: 1Vell in tllose days the warnell do tIle fieldwork only. Now very
seldoln that our-.. · that in those days we don't have Filipino women in

, the office. In th.e hospital at that time tlley have some special nurses
from the Philippines in tIle early da.ys btlt sO far as tIle pla11tation

,is concel11ed we l1a.ve 110 more .Filipinos working in tIle fields at tllat
time. Very few of tllem who are only working as field workeI·s.
During the harvesting, use to be aspiler. You know cane pileI'. They
.pile the cane for their loader 8 That t s what they do.

AA: Tl1a.t' s wJlat the ladies did? W11at al)Ollt people that were handicapped
becallse of, if tiley had gotten ha11dicapped because of some accident
from the l)lantation. What 'kind of jobs were they given? 1\Tere they
given money? .

RS: Well, in those da'ys, tIle Ilandica.pped people is not evell kJl0wn.
Ei ther you are working or you are .110t working in the early days. No
more such thing as coinpensa.tion' and so forth, nOlle.

AA: Eve1l tll0Ugh· you \vere inj ured?

RS: No lnOTe suer1 tllings as those ill the early days. All ri.ght you are
at tlle mercy of the company. Now I spoke to one guy and I still have
th.erecords there. Here comes now isa Filipill0 old, old tilner wh.a
is later luna. TIlen he contracted, I meall he has a J1igh bloodpres'Sure
alld. lle became paralyzed, after se;rvillg the company for the last T
tJlink abO:Llt 25 to 30 years, this TIlaIl, asa !_~mr!. I-Ie llsed to be a water
1~!a, one of t}1e l1ighest ,paid mall in the plantation aIld when }le was
paralyzed, they \vere trying to cut off everything from him. Salary
and everytIling . And they eV'en try to' car'ry him away from his h01lse_
So I intervened all that, and that ma.n, they were trying to send hirn
back to PhilipIJines'with free trdnsportationfor 'himai'icl his wife. So \vhen
I intervened they give him a freehou.se and I. t}link a little amount .
of money -just to live and then finally he died.

AA: He died h.ere?

H.S: Yea}1, Waialua.

AA: What about your expenditures. What were your major expenses.

RS: lA/ell expendit1lres before is food. Yea]l, and SaIne ClOtJlillg, that's
the D1aj or tl1ing before, ill tIle early days. A11d evel~ything, food is
cl1eap, at tlla t time. Of course YOllr salary and wages are cheap,
yeall. So tl10se are cons idered expendi tures ..

AA: Al1, was your income adequate?

RS: Well in t}lose days people are not very extravagant, not like now;
tllere's a lot of luxury thi11gs. 111 those days, it's go to work.,
go home and sleep_ But nowadays we have lots of things to do. Now
people use to go to Honolulu maybe once a month. While now every
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nigh.t yOll can go to Honolulu. 011 those days we have only few stores,
no nightclubbing, and so forth to.. go in those days. That's tIle
reason why the people WI10 were a.bIe eyen thougI1 they \\fere 0111y $1.00
a da·y.. Some of these laborers, at 011e dollar a day, they were able
'to sa"ve money .. At $1.00 a day they work 26 d.ays, they can nlake $26.00
,and out of $26 that they earn, yeaI1 they were able to, some of tI1enl
they were able to spend or save $20.00 at $6 .. 00 one month in those
early days.

AA: Because you were a luna. Maybe your expe11ses wasn't toomuc11 of
problem fo'r youbut--diCI- you see any hardships wi thin the field
\vorkers? Hards11ip, you know, because I'm sure there were. differences
in pay, your pay and their pay. And maybe in your case it wasn't
that hard for you to live. But· did you see anytlling OT ELll'ybody go
hUl1gry or...

RS: No.. In those days, nobody's h.ungrybecause in those days especially
Sunda)TS, lots of these people, tIley have tlleiy'own garqen in their
back yard. A11d \vllenever they go to tI1e beach, they ,have lots of
fish in the bea.cll.Theycan go to the river. They can fish for lots of
fishes.. Around those days, 'people, they don't eat just 1i1(e we do;
Il0t, tllat tJley Ilave two or threekincls on the table.. In tlle early
days no. Because once they have papaya and iriko in those days, it's
good enough for them. An.d iriko is good, you blly tIle iriko, and iriko
is I tllillk about25'¢ 'a bag al1d t"hat ir~_ko good for one week. Frniiiy-
110W 25¢ is good for one week. So, that's the reason why I said that
tlley only spend about $5.00 a month. Because rice, one bag of rice

\is about $3.00_ And then $2 is enough for your food. Now som~ of
these, lots of them, some broke because some people in .the early days,
like lots of tllese single men, just like now, th,ey don't' take care
of t11eir living. They just, i]1 other \vords they try to live just
like in tIle lligh society and those people they rWl bro~e.

AA: They go broke. Were there any part-time job you could go to make'
extra money, or did the plantation allow that.

RS: You dOl1't I1ave no tinle to do a part-tiJne job, becaase you practically
tllere fronl six to six at t}lat time ~ So when I say six to six early
ill the JnOrlling, 5: 30 you go out in tIle IHoming, 5: 30 and the]l you
finisll abollt 4: 30 or 5 0 'clock ill tIle afternoon." You reacll }10me
beca.use you go by traill or by trllck, ill t]1ose days mostly by train.
If ,you go by train, you reach home at 6 o'clock,.then you start
takillg a batIl, and do tIle cooking, by tIle time ready to sleep II So
]10 part- tiJne ...

M: lVllat about baJlkillg alld SaVi]lg alld borro\ving nloney? VVhat kind of
systems did you have?

RS: Banking is very easy at that time because the banker whenever there's
pa~y day use to go around ill the camps, just like Ka,vailoa. Give ),TOU

an example, Kawai loa , they use to come pay day there and bankers use
to follow them. The bank manager, they go there', yeah, they can
give their money to these people Wllike, today where you. have togo
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to the bank to bank your money_ On those days, no, they come follow
yOll.

M: W11at b'ank was t11ere in existence?

RS: . That's the Bank of 11awaii and First National Bank., There's only
two bank in those days.

M: They also a.llowed you to borrow a.nd tllingslike tl1at?

RS: Well borrowing TI10ney in t}1ose days is practically not known. Because
people, ti1.ey do not borrow.. They save money, they dOll i t borrow.

..AA.. : Did you practice anything within yourself, not Wit}l a banl<., you kl10W
tanomoshi or cumpang.

RS: Yes, that is cumpangcumpang. Soule they follo\y, tl1eyfol10w that
from the Ja.pallese bllt it is not very poplllar to the Filipill0S
because t11ere are S0111e sad experi Cllce. I t seems to me tDat they didn't
trust one other. Filipinos. So that's nat very popular because very
few do that.

M: You're saying then that we, ah, we took this cumpallg-cumpang from
th.e Japanese.

RS: Yes ~Japanese started. that. TIley call that tanomoslli.

M: Oh, yoq don't th.il1k that we brought from our home too?

RS: No, it is tIle JapaJ1ese you call it tal1otnoshi. Because Filipinos even
brothers, and brothers sometime they don't cook togetl1er.

AA: But I'm sure they live together.

RS: They live' together yeah, but that tanomoshi is not very popular to
the Filipi110S.

AA:' ~Vell alright., as a cml1p })055, was there anytl1ing that you got free,
you kno\vbenefi ts, bonuses. ~Vell not free but what kinds of things
were there?

RS: \Vell,. there's some i11celltive at thattinle. If YOll're ,\Torl(ing 111a11
:if )TOll "lork 23 days a 111ontl1 tIlel1 they \vill give )TOU lO¢ all every
dollar you earn.

AA: This is for a field worker.

RS: Field worker in those days.

AA: What about mill workers.. \Vere there anything t11ere? The same thing?

RS: ~Vell, tIle' same thing, every worker. Every laborer, they have that
in.centive .



249

M: Did you have to buy your mille? Was that uh free? You know the one
you go ridi11g aroW1d tIle camp.

RS: No. TIle mule is provided. Now riding around the camp is a horse
. prov'ided by the company. And one thing that' svery interesting and

very enjoyable life because early ·ill .the morning, your boy, the boy
will, \\Jho' sin. cha.rge of the horse., "-Jill bring it to the stClIld atld
then 3hout. :5 0' clocl<: 'ill tIle .aftCYT10011---11b, 11 0' clock during llmcll
hours, tIley 1et 'em go the mule, the horse. Somebody, man, I have
aIle Japanese old man before take care lny horse, feed the horse give
him water. TIlen about 12 0' clock I will ta.1<e again tIle horse and
by 3 0' clo'ck th.e man will take my horse to the :stable and give him a
ba:tl1 and so on. He use to take care everythil1g for TIle.

M: Well a.s a CaTIlp boss, as you stop people from coming in to exploit
the people. Other than that "\;vere tllere any organ.izations tl1atdid
this thing that help the people.

RS: Help! No orgallization helping tIle people {Tom outside, tIley are
tryil1g to, tlley~ come in tIle cOlnpowld, plantation to help theJnselves,
ll0t to help tIle people" l~ot one. I have yet to experience one guy
to conle down to l1elp the peolJle. I~obody. They only come down to
the plantation to try to squeeze some money from these people.

M: Can you tell TIle about your education?

RS: ~Vell, my education is very TIleager, from tIle Philip1-1ines" But when I
reach here, I dicbl' t go, I tried to cOlltinue my high school ill.
r-.1arlila bllt I didn t t finish my high SCllO'ol in lVlanila. So I came down
from t11e PIlilippines, to here , then I continue that, tllrough the
cOlltinllation school" Well I think that going to school is equivalent
to graduation of high school from continuation school. ~ TIlen' from
tllere I }<:eep on reading and studying every night. Ever' since I arrive
11ere ill Hawaii, I innnediately subscribe to £tarBulletin and read
and. immediately also bOUg]lt some bool<s alld. sttidleci, especially in
history and th.en after stuclyi11g 11istory tIlen I went on business. So
I enrolled at the business college for one year, finishing in the
Dale Carllegie Course, the basic and the advance courses. And I went
to the Ul1iversity of I-Iawaii, study the real estate law. I finish
l~eal E~state I and Real Estate Law II. That is preparatory , supplemel1t
to real estate, because tIlen I studied real estate also'" I have a
certificate i11 real estate bllsiness. I didn't. stop tllere, I went
to Securi ty School for two years. Now Security Sch.ool 1,vill teacll
you tIle basic of busilless and also tIle delicate things of business
just like selling security, how business is formed, just like in
corporation law. You have to specialize, you ha.ve to know all those
c0I110ration. law, 110W to go in a different kind of stocks in busirless,
like the 'connnon, the preferred stocl<, the Jnunicipal stock, municipal
bonds and so forth. r relnelnber that. I learned that in two years
in busil1ess scllool and then I took up insurance also. That's why
when I got insurance. And that makes me retire. Then I was not
afraid to retire in 1964 because I feel that I'm reaay to. tackle an
important job outside.
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AA: So actllally you did 'finish high school. Wllat was the high school in
tlle Philippil1es? .

RS: In the Philippines - no high school. In the Philippines, same one.
, I did not fi11ish hig11 school in the .Philippines . But I said again
that I helped myself since I can't continue in college in a better

'fonnal way, tllen I studied at hOTIle.

AA: lVhat business sC]100ls did you go to at first?

RS: flonolulu Business College and U. of H.

SIDE 2

. AA: v\[hell did you rna.rry? I-Iow did you get into your first house? 1-10\" did
you TIleet \vith ypurwife?

RS: That's too personal,

AA: Well hoV{ did you meet your spouse, at a party or ... ? Too personal?

RS' : You don't need that.

AA: No, \ve'd like to find out patten1s.

RS: What you mean, patterns.

AA: Patterns yOllknow, like 11ere
o1l

you said there was ratio 80 perce~t

TIlale to 20 percent female. You know, I'd like to know they dated,
their social lives. .

RS: rr11at's a'good question. You know marriage life is som~thillg of luck.
If tllere's faith, if you believe in faith, sometimes, it comes
w'it110ut you' knowing. Now it happens that during my early days, I'm
not braggil1g bllt I was supposed to be one of the most eligible
Filipino bachelors. Becauseiof the job, my position, I'm not bragging,
I'm 110t tllat back1vards. I sU,ppose to be one of the so called "top
notches" as a bachelor, well amo11g the Filipi110S, tIley suppose to
call that tl1e most eligible bachelor in. Waialua at that time. All
right, the Jnost unusual thing wa,s, I always go arolU1d with people,
norl-Filipi110. A11d, wI1eIl luck comes as I said, it will come. l\Jhen I
first saw my wife, that was in. 1941, maybe the destiny is there a11d
\ve meet at Ka\vailoa. She was vacationing \vi th her fanlily andtllat' s
it, and tllat 's tIle beginning. Th.eI1 she went 110TIle. The war separated
us for a\v11ile. Of course before the war we \vent do\vn to Kauai and I
took IIp my tennis players. I \vas a tem1is addict at that tirne a11d
\v11ell we '-ve11t to Kauai, took up tennis team to Kauai so I rene,,,, my
acqllaintance \-vi th my wife. T11en \v11en I came back, we came back from
Kauai, finall~y' after t\\TO days come back to Oahu, tI1e \var broke out.
So the communication broke out for awhile. The war broke out in 141.
And tIle year of '42, one year and by January 1943, I went back to
Ka.uai and got married.
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AA: You got married in Kauai.

RS: rrhe wIl0Ie family was in Kauai so I followed them, I went do\VI1 to
Kauai .

.M: But originally tbeywere from the Philippines.

RS: The parents were from the Philippines. The father was from Siquijor,
islalld of Siquij or, tIle Visayall group. The nl0ther was from Cebu,
Visayas. So we get married. After we get married 011 July, on
J anllary (1943)·afterone week in. Kauai , I took her b·ackto Waia.lua
at time and ever since we living togetller. And ever since we stay
here" So ·tha.t is, marriage is, as I said again, nobody can say well,
"I don t t krlOW when I'm gonna getnla.rried" because sometimes it' 5 ill
fai the Even you, sometimes you said, ,~llen the fai th comes, It comes,.
And that is the si tuatioIl of married life.

M: Okay, so 11er parents, her father was a plalltat~.on laborer?

RS: Plal1tatioll laborer, yes. Eleele, Kauai.

') AA: Would it be too personal if I asked her maide11 name.

RS : It's a Lillian Salba at that time. S11e use to work at the 110Spi tal.
She's a p·ractical nurse a.t Eleele I-Iospi tal at that time we got married.

AA: Good, okay can you describe your first house, l1ere in Hawaii, in
Kawailoa.

RS: lVell, ,~11en you are ne\vly arrived, llsually tIle plantationcanlp boss
\viII come down and assign you, (at that time we have a Portuguese
Camp Boss) to a house which is ready for you 0 Well I use to live
with two people, yeah. It's a very modest house, outd<por toilet
at that time. There's no stove, no electrical stove. You cook
with firewood. Inside th.e house, inside the I<itchen .. Th.ere's a
stove, I mean a place there provided for you to cook inside the house.
Anet of course lve' re lucky we }lave Twming water inside tI1e 110use.
It's very Tllod.est living" You have to lay down on the floor W1til
finally yOll have to blJy a cot, you know, this army cot.. After one

·lnonth yOll l1ave to buy alloth.er cot to live on, to sleep, until fillally
wIlen yo11 llave some malley, you blly your OWl} bed to sleep.. And that's
]10W llaI)l)erlecl. kId when I was prolll0ted to supervisor, tllen tIley
assigll Ine anotJlerholne, living \vi tIl anoth.er superv-.isor, sillgle mall.
l\Te are bot}l siIlgle supervisor so we live togetl1er in tl1at house, tllose
of us that are cut cane luna. \Vhen my house mate get married then I
was alone ~n that house, -"'until I was promoted to the Camp Boss, then
I was promoted to a bigger, I meaTl I was assigned a big }louse three
bedroom h9use in Kawai loa , a bWlgalow type ,with a telephone. AroW1d
tll0se days in I(awailoa we have only tl1ree telephones.. One is my house,
one is the, tIley call tllat, the section overseer and one is the
store.' So that's only three telep}1011es in Kawailoa attllat time.
Only three telep}10ne. So you Call just see that SOllletimesmy house
was a headquarters of young people, yeah. TIlen finally we were able
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to in tIle later part of '35, '36 it was, about '35, '34, '35 whel1
Ka\\'ailoa Gym was buil t so \ve 11ad a swinnning pool, we llave a \
recreation ce11ter there, we have a theater there. So I 11elp on tIlose
activities.

AA: So tIle people you lived with, did YOll eat together, didyotl do tllings
together? Go out togethe!, did you have the same working hours?

RS: With tl1epeople tllat I lived. witl1? Yes, because we're' l)oth llilla_..
\Vego to work togetller at the same field. \Ve eat together .\\1e hav.e
lots of fun. 1vly assignment's cook in tIle.afternoon and he cook in
the mOTIliIlg ..

AA: Was he Filipino like you?

RS: Filipino,yes.

M: So YOlI prepared the same kind of food, yes?

RS: Yes, samekincl of food, Filipino.

AA: You said you played tennis. You play any other sports?

RS: Yes, I use to play baseball, I use to play golf.

AA: ·Can you tell me a Iittle bi t more about your trip to Kauai as a tennis
player? Ml0 were you with?

RS: Well, T am' ,the captain and organizer of the Waiallla }'e'nIlis Team~ At
tl1at t.ilne lve llave the Kawa.iloa teIlnis teaIn tllat is composed' of
three doubles and two singles. So I took the whole team to Kauai and
played against the Lihue team ill Kami. And iortu:cately we won the game
of tel.mis.

AA: Was there,. at tIle plantation ... had other sports team? Were you in any
of theJn?

RS: lVell ill. the earl)1 days, tIle sugar company is trying to promote all
activities il1 the 111antatio11 to provide tl1em recreation. Like every
C8JTIIJ, I lIse to be camp boss, every camp, tllere used to be a volleyball
COLlrt in. tIle area alld, there was an orgallization in the early days.
rrlle'y call them the OP_AA meaning that was, this Oahll Plantation
Atl11etic Associatiol1. O.P.A.A. Ever)1 plalltation, t1ley' 11ave tllcre at
t11at tin1C, the later part of tlle)Tears, tlley call 'ell1 tIle a.tll1etic
director. 111 Ka\\'ailoa, we also 118.ve tIle teml1 tllere in I(awailoa and
tIle teclffi composed of, to participate il1 tIle OPM. No\v, \ve go to
every plantation, for example, now, we 11ave the volleyball players,
1\'e ·11a.ve a ~i~ ~.. sipa player~ We liave a baseball player and also
we call that tlle softball player for t11e women. So we move to one
plaJ1tatioll to aJl0t]1er plantation to compete in tJlose acti,ri ties. On
tll0se days \ve are very busy a11d not ll.nlike today. Theactivities is
not being organized by a' big group just like the sugar companies. Now
in those days, those are the functions· of tIle companies even in that J
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early days. I was very much involved in those activities.

AA: 1Vere t11ere any people in Waialua that were defonnedor considered
. ?lnsane.

RS: Defamed? What 'do you mean defonned?

AA: You b10W, like, ,Mongoloid type of people.

RS: Oh - defonned people? I'm I10t veT)T familiar wi th t}lose things,
yeall because t}1e very basic thing tha't we know already is Ja.pa.nese,
Filipinos, yeall. Puerto Ricans aJ1d uh, Portuguese, Chinese a11d
Koreal1S - these are th.e iDlportant people here before. So far as the
defonned people, \ve a.re not very familiar witIl those. Those are
very insignificant so far as the activities of the company is
concerned.

AA: Yeall sure, bllt as a campb'oss., you said you were called on for
emergencies arld whenever there were accidel1ts, you were called to it.
Didn't you come 'across these kinds of things?

RS : None, none.

AA: All right. lV11at' serious accidents have you llad aIld \vere they because
/

of job or just luck and fate?

RS: None.

AA: None. What about well, you know, like plain sick you know, injured,
you blOW, not a big accident, you know. WI10 took care of you, what
ki11d of services were rendered?

RS: Well for exaurple nO\\T, wl1e11 I was a plantation luna. sonlebody cut l1is, .
his kneecap. And this man was practically invalid in tIle caIlefield
sol carried that man on my shoulder outside to the road, to the
ca11efield and tllen from there, there's one car alld tl~en the field b'oss,
tl1en sOInebody drove him to tIle hospital. And not 1ike today ,\There
sOJnebody \v-illcall up and t11e arnblliance will come pick you up. No more
SUC}1 t11ings as ambulance in tll0se days.

AA: ~Vere you paid for tIle lost tiJne in accidents while working?

RS: On th.ose days, no. No TIl0re such things as lost time accidents and so
forth.

AA: Was the medical care good? Did you, consider it good?

RS: rrl1e medical care at that time is well, we'll have to take tIle doctor.
Well in tll0se days, I t11ink the plantation in those days, were about
two thousand people and we had OIlly one doctor. So on those days,
well it's adequate cause at least you have a doctor.
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AA: What about people who commit suicide. Were there a lot of people
here? T.... I h.ear, there were some .

. RS: Well t}1at suicide is very insignificant . And that suicide, even now ,
·i11.t}lis modern time, well there are a lot of.people. Well, I
b'elieve that in those days, in my time, suicide is very insignificant.

AA: HO\\T did YOll lIse to travel, you kIIOW, 'from hereto Wahiawa. Other
than your }lorse around tIle camp?

RS: Well in those days, we Ilave- a few cars, we-have some few cars here
and. there. But anyway. that is very adequate to take care people
because as I said again people are not the roving type of people just
like now. From work ,\go to 110me and their luxuries alld their
entertainment on 'Sundays is to playtheirpllonograph record
\v11018 cia.)!. That.' s all they do~ lJnlike tod.ay, everybody, tIley CaIlnot
keep theITI _in tIle }louse. TheIl after '40, after tIle war, then that
really stimulate the energy of people to go around.

AA: WIlO had the first car in the commLUlity. Was it the Inanager?

RS: Of course the manager. I-Iave to have the manager.

AA: Okay, ,~ho was the first, ot'her tllan the managerw'ho hacl the secolld
car?

RS: lVell, now, I don't say who is the first but the manager illllSt have tIle
car. I d.id ll0t come in that early, I jllSt seen tllat from the time
I came in. lrVellof course, according to wllat I said before in t]le
early days, well of course, the Dlanager must be the first one thell
you llave your head _!!-JllC!, head lun~ mearlS, just like you take care the
fields, that's a head lUY@.. Because in .those early day:s, management
is only operations in the field in the early days. .

AA: l\Jere tIle tra.il1s Llsed to transport people back and forth from work or
were they used for public trans·portation.

RS: No, just your own train. Train. The early days, was only train, no
more truck.

AA: 1'}le "postal systeJTI, was it a good systemthell? You }(now, did you get
your- THail 'vlleIl you expected it?

RS: 0]1 )'ea}l, tIley 11ave very modest postal system. Of course, unlike
tod.ay everybody receiving mail, rnaybe three O'r four a day. In t]10se
da).Ts, youluck)T if receive mail one week, one persall, one time, one
montll. So postal system is very adequate on tI10se conditions.

AA: What about newspapers. What were they? lVhat magazines, did you read?

RS: Well the newspaper is tlle Daily Star, was the Star Bulletin,
and Advertiser.
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AA: What about magazines, did 'you read any of tllem?

RS: Well lnagazine in those days is practically unknovm.

AA: When did you get your first TV?

RS: OIl, TV as I said TV came in a.fter tl1eWar .. I don't recall when tI1e
TV came about but as soon as the TV came around, I think I was the

first one to also O\Vl1.

M: Radios were around before the TV though, did you have radios before
tIle war? Before the war, did you listerl or watch TV with .friends or
did you just do· it yourself?

RS: Well, in tl10se days, wIlen you have a TV in your private home, you
don. 't have to go to somebody' S ]1ome.

AA: You have your own TV and you stayed at your house to watch your O\V1l.

RS: That's righ.t.

1\.1\: But wllen it was, when Tv, not everybody had one, d.idn' t you get a
group together,. you know go to his house b'ecause l1e had a TV?

RS : No, I tllink I-Iawaii, they usually don' tdo that because after the war
whe11 the TV Callie in., 00, an.dbesides that a.nd b·ynature ...

M: " You are suspicious of your neighbors?

RS: ... people are not gOi11g to tlleir neigllb·ors.

AA : Okay, what about your te1epllo11es. You were the first one, you were ,
one of the first three in Kawai10a to have one.

RS: Yes.

AA: Abollt w}lat time?

RS; Like I said, way back in 1931.

I\A: 1931 . That \vas just for bllsiness calls?

RS: Busilless.

AA: Enlergency calls.

RS: No. Before nobody buy telephone and this was all official. As
compaJ1y phones.

AA: Can1p police, ,\Then there was gambling or vandalism or people were dnmk,
w}1at did you do to them? Did you send them to jail and make them pay
fines?
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RS: 1Vel1, if it's t}le plantation, plalltationproperty, usually that's
our job. We uSllally don'tpllt them to the court, police station, no.
Because that's plantation property. And in those days, very seldom
they do vandalism. Very good people, very good in those days.'

RS: No\V' if t11ere' s some vandalism from outside, they went to court. Yeah
. a.nd sOJnetimes, because by nature somebody stealing chicken and so
fortIl then us take care ourselves.

M: ~\lhat about stealing wives?

RS: vVell tllat is before my time. In. the early days in that time, as I
recall sOlnebod)T was telling us t]le story 311d tllat' s part of Jlly

study. I study that also about Filipinos in I-Iawaii alld sometinles
it's a fault of a womall in tll0se days . It's not tllefault of the man
because some of the women, because since there are very few "vOlneIl and
especially if they are marriedalld t11e11 tIley usually have a little
party and so on and especially\vi tIl the Jnan is" more llandsome than
tIle 11usballd ~ And at that tinle, sometinlesu tlley took a.d.vantagealso.
It' swomen. Not usu.ally the mall. Some people ,tlley say, when I wellt
to the Philippines in 1946, to, recruit the laborers and they, brought
tllei r wives aJld I\vas ....the questioJ1 was asked by women from Vigall
at that tinle was: "Is there allY tIutll to the story that. when )'011
reach I-Iawa.ii, the man', will kidnap yOll out from tIle llouse?" Said,
"No, tl1at is not true .. " Because I know aIle very specific incident
Wllich I followed up; tIle wornall was ill love "vitll another man.
But at that time, there's 110 such things as divorce law and you
canIlot go, to the plantatioll ClTld. so forth. And the wornell., they dOll' t
have the a.lltoJnobile to get out at tllat time. So they had to live
alld t}le Ollly· tl1ingis in their house. Now, sOJnetimes, as I say it's
the faul t of tIle women because tlley encourage tlle rna.}l to go to tl1eir
house and sonletimes the man has 11een spending lavishly for the women
at tIle 110l1se everytirne. For example if the family in the camp of
a.bout 50 men, Jnayb'e two only two women so it's just like the house
is tIle OIlly place of the sugar to the 'a.nt. So 'tl1ey use to go there
every l1i gIlt, you know. As usual they bin very f'riendly. So from
that kind of an association thell maybe develop some very unusual
situation.

M: Oka'y, this incident you tall( abo11t, wa.s i t wi thil1 your time?

R_S : Yes, sometilnes within my time , tl1eea.rly times.

M: 1Vhat about prostitlJtion, YOLlkIl0\\T otller than the ladies in the camp?
1rVere there IJeople coming in and Ollt?

RS: 1Vell that's \vhe1'e, exactl)T as I told you tIle first tilne, that's the
headache, ,t}lat' s the job of the camp police, camp boss because lot
of the outsiclers bril1g in those kind of tl1ings to tIle c31np and they
are seldom come aroW1d because tIle moment we apprehend them, t11en
really, we really put them in the carpet. But there tvas
legalized prostitution and around. I nlean not legalized but open,
known. Like in Kawailoa in our area. they have one 110use' in Haleiwa.
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And llsually they go to Honolulu tIley have that, they go to Honolulu.

M: Do )TOU, t11e laborers. go to Honolulu?

RS: 'Very seldom .that they can sneak into the camp.

M: I-Iow were' theypunislled if you fOillld them in there? Did you do anytIling
to th.em or did you ...... ?

RS:

M:

RS:

M:

RS:

M:

RS:

M:

RS:

M:

That's the time we carl the police'.

Yes, you call the police.

That's the time now when we call the police because they are outsiders.

And wIlat did th~police actually do to th.em?

Well, on those days" in the early days, tIle police is controlled by
sheriffs. And then, usually put tllelTI in j ail. But on the ...maybe
they go to 'court~ .. so.

During the strilce time, were there luore vandalism occuring?

No'.

Even when people were thrown out their houses and no money and all
that, water cut off?

No.

Nothing like that existed?

RS : No, nothing. None in my time.

M: Are you in tIle St. Michael's Church here, have you been an active
Inember all YOllr life?

RS: Yes.

M: All your time in I-lawaii?

RS: Yes ... Jl0t ill St. lvlichael's because I came only here in 1957 but I
\vas at I(a'vailoa CIlurc}l.

M: rThat was also a Catholic Churcll?

RS: Yeah, as a matter of fact we are the first one, uh we're the second
one in the whole state to organize the Filipino Catholic Church.

AA: In Kawailoa or in Waialua?'

RS: Kawailoa is the first one.
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AA: In I-fa'vaii?

RS: In. Iiawaii.

AA: And wllat was the population? VJas mainly Filipill0S ~ig]1t?

RS: . Filipinos yeah.

AA: Okay. Urn, do you have~anythi~g to say about the Filipino Federation
of America?

RS: ~Vel1, I think I'm very fortunate to meet the leader, l\pncado himself
inpersoll, the Filipino Federation of America e In mypersol1al view,
there is nothing wrong with tIle Federation of A~erica. Nothing
wrong at all. Now even then they were criticized at that time
becallsc:: of tIle long ha.ir but \look at now. I even Pilt my commentary
that thosepeople\vho ridicule the Filipinos for ha.ving a. long llair,
now look at tIle )-la<?le? today. They are now, even students in the
Dniversi ty ,even professoTs ll0W, university are having long hair
and lOIlg beard. And yet at tllat t:iJne they ridicule because tlleyare
Filj pillOS. They having long hair , l1avil1g lOl1g beard, yeall, they call
them all t1lis kind of a 11ames. .But 110W the professors at V.I-I. now'
they are h.avil1g a long beard. So I always say tl1is at that time,
there is notlliJigwith the Federation of America. Because their concept
is so true tIlat· the cOllcept is loyal ty to country, cUld loyal ty to
tIle commU11i tyand tJl0se aret11e peo!)le tllat do not t-rouble to or hann,
yeall and I think the Federation of America is one of a great
orgaJ1i zation.

AA: C'reat orga11ization yeah. ~V11en you first got to I-Jawaii, \vhat were
t]le first thi11gs that struck you as dif~ferent? "What were the first
things tI1at you noticed? How was I-Iawaii different from the
Philippines?

RS: Well, whe.n I first came to Hawaii, \-ve l<new nobod.y. First is
loneliness. Second thel1 the 11ardship, especially, me cau~e I didn't
work. Hardship. But I do not notice a very significant tIling
becallse I a.l"va)Ts portray my rnilld into a certain deterrnination.
Determination to do a good job. Anybod.y tl1at, even advise people to
go tIle Philippil1es, if you go to the Philippines I said, especially
those born a.nd raisecl Jlcre, you don.' t go to the Pllilippines and
criticize or compare. Do not compare.. All 'YOLl do is to do a. good
job. TIle o111y thing, significant tIling I knO\v is from tl1en on till
Il0\v, ,rel)T \vort.h\vllile 110tiIlg is that l-Ia\vaii on those early d.ays 3Jld
yOll cOlnpare it now is just like between day and night ill progress.
Becallse flawaii ill those early days is jilSt like the Philippines.
Rig}lt, the)T dOll't l1ave notllillg just like tIley do the Pllilippines.
TIle coal ~~ook stove just like in the Pllilippines. Tbey have an out
door toilet just like in tIle Philippines. TIley don t t have no
automobiles just like in the Philippines in those days. The 'only
difference is sugar cane and while in the Philippines you raise rice.
And scho91, and the school in those days, very few also here. When
I first arrived, few people especially the youngsters like me
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M: Okay, whata,bout your llabits. Because you were in Hawaii now, were
there any differellces? Did you change your dress?

RS: Well, tb.cre's 110 significant thing about dressing becallse gradually
you go l)ycasllal, as t11e Hawai i go. No SllC}l thil1g as a drastic
change. Becallse from tIle Philippilles, because what we wea.r here,
we wear in the Philippil1es.. As a nlattel~ of fact, wllat style in
thePh'ilippil1estlley are taking here and what style here a.lso takiIlg
back jn the Philippines. So in th.at way t}lere is no gradual change.
beCa1.1Se 11abi tually sOlnetinles, 11Y habit, alld. also by inclillatiorl tllat
sometilnes we· have a new shirt fr0111the PIli1ipl)i.nes we wearit. We
llave a neivshirt from f-Iawail., \:\Te wear it in the PIli lipp:il1es. So
tha,t 's .Il0t v'ery lll1usual. There's no. such tIl ing 'as a change.

M: No cllange in habi ts ?

I~S: Yeah.

AA: Okay ....you knew English when you came to Hawaii?

RS: Yes.

M: You. knew it.. 13llt then there were the Japanese WI10 did not know
E11g.1~isl1. How did you corrnnunicate with them?

RS: tVel1, the Jal)aIleSe of tllose early· days because they 11;J\TC been an'
old, old tilnersin those earl)T days, I don't k110\~, lllaybe I ivas born
to be very i11tellectllal by destiny that w]len they speak pidgiIl
English, I can easily llnderstand them. In those earl)' days as a
matter of fact, tIle first time Twas assigllCd. to a luna,:'a Puerto
Rican luna who could not speak also a very good Ellg1ish', luna and
tIle 'first da.y I came, T went to work with the laborers who' COll1d not
speak English. Inul1ediately at that time I\\Tas t}le.interpr~ter of
that \\lholc gang' and nClvconlcrs to thc' PhilippiIles. Because I was
assigned to a luna \~hereby a luna who CaI1TIot speak Filipino is
})LlcrtoRican anCI--he cannot s'peaJ( Englis11 aJld so I was the middle
man {raIn that tinle at the very start. I was the OIlly one who could
speak Englisll.

AA: Whe.n did you become an American citizen?

RS: I becanle all American citizen way back in 1948.

M: t 48?' And how did you go about doing this? What were your reasons
for bec?min,g an. AmeriCa]l citizen?

RS: ~Vc]l, man)! varied things. Well., I was very much interested in th.is
social, economic and my civic activities and political things of
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f-Iawaii... A11d I think every yOUllg people or every people should be
interested ill the civic, political and economic and social activities
of tIl.eir cOuntIy or any place.. Now in order to adequately engross
yourself illtO such things, I think is a 'very easy way, very importaJlt

, that you will also bee,'orne an American citizen because poli tically you
C3111l0t pra.ctice, you calIDot be. recognized unless you are all American

'citizen. An.d sOTIletimes, whel1 yOLI are in tIle connnunity ai'1d you try
to ellgross' yourself in all the affairs of yourcommwli ty it's not
enotIgh wl1ess you also can participate in. politics and the only way
you call participa.te in politics adequately is wilen you become an
American citizen. 1'llat's why I must believe this. TJlat 110tbecallse
you become an Alllerican citizen that you already abandoll your qualities'
as a good Filipill0. Because 'of stlld,y the 11istory of the U. S. today,
tllere is n.o StIch tIling as pure AJnericall. 'No SLIC]l thing. Eit11erthey
gotta be good Italiall, good Frencl1man, good GennaIl, good Yllgosiavians
and good Pollocks and what have you?

rrhat's COTIlIJose the U.. S'. Now llere in Iiawaii for example now, now ''\Te' re
all a1 iells here e' Everybody in J-la\vaii, except tIle f-Iawaiians. And
"\That nlakes I-Iawaii progress is because all tIle aliens of Hawaii.
American,s considered aliens of Ha-waii. Historically they are aliens
of I-I.a1'1aii. Everyone of us all aliens of I~awaii. Tilev got the
Gennans here who come down, tIle Japanese, Puerto Rican~" (JKoreans and
Filipinos' and a~l what 11ave you. Yeah, we're all aliens so far as
r-Iawaii iscollcernede AIldtha.t' s what I-Iawaii is toclay so my thiJlkillg
is· th.is--th.at ispertairling to the Filipino people now--wlly should
the Filipinos ta.ke a back seat ""hich we are now tod.ay? Now I'm sorry
to say this, btlt it's true.. The Filipill0S are tryillg to engroup
themselyes OIlly by tIlemse1ves ~ ·YeaIl. This is wrong" Now the
Japanese \'\Tere d.oingthe same thing before bU.t fillally they ,,\lake up and
they said "I-Iawaii is just as good for tIS just like t}le ~aoles." Now
if we the Filipinos will also say that "I-Iawaii is jtlst as good for
us, jtlSt 1i1<:e anybody can, then "ve can.. " And t]len the :Filil1,jll0S says,
"110 , no,," Andthell when you put the Filipill0 in 011e side, tIley
trlol1g11t t]lat 'will, tIley only maintai11 the' Fi1ipinosthenlselves. T}lat
is very wrong. Now, if yOll wallt me to advise the Filipinos, if I
will illCludc. One way of organizing the Filipinos is first- - - tIley
must now realize that Hawaii ... they have just as much responsibility
in 1-I31\7aii, ane1 tIley have as nluch rigllt to take all tIle opportunities
froIn Iiawaii and they have just as much right also to bllild Hawaii.
No\v, especially }lere in Halvaii, \v}letller we like it or not the years
\\jll come t}1at the Filipinos\\Till be tl1e leaders of Iia\vaii. It 'viII
CaIne. \~Oh~ it's \rel)T inlportant that c\reI)T Filipino frOITI )Toung aIld old
today, eSl)eciall)T the stlJdellts, to take 110\\T tlle proper steps of i

pr~parillg thenlselves to be a leader iI1 I-fawaii. 1iO\\I" is fi rst.. they
mttest develop themselves i11tO one covellant - 011e group. Covenant means
a philosophy of their life. TIlat there is a Filipino race.. Now w11en
I say Filipill0 race, it's not the Badoc for the Badoc , San Nicholas

for San Nicholas, alld Pangasillan for Pangasi11an, Vlsayan for Visayan ,
Ilocos Norte for Ilocos Noyte alld so forth.. They TI1USt realize that
they llave a corrnnuni ty of their 0\Vl1 and they should call that the
KaytlTIlangi or the Filipino Corrnnuni ty.. TIley must recognize also a11d
they must know by now that in order to be recognized you do not want to
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portray yourself you are a good San Nicholas people, yOll are not good
as a Visayan people, you. must be a gaoel Fi lipillO" By d.aillg tllat, YOll much
have to group yourself into a certain community, where you get a
Filipino CommW1ity. O~ay?

M: No, Ilot at a11. \VolUd you say that moving to Hawaii was tIle most
sigl1ificant part of your ~i£e? Or was, you admit it as a stepping
stone but not anymore.

RS: ~Vel1 that call be answered yes and no. Because if lny detenninatioll to
stlldy if I TI10Ve into tIle Pllilippin.es 9 I r:1ean to lJni ted States wit]l
my bUTI1ing desires to study, it might be a different story.

M: Uh 11l1h. But because it 11a5 turrled tIlis \vay, this is the, the tllrll of
YOlll~life, coming to Hawaii th.en.

RS: We11, 'it's tIlis way, as I say, if y~ou go back to the \vord des tiny, maybe
tIlatis my d.estiny but even tllough, when I was in Hawaii, that didll' t
stop Ine from ~rying to achieve what I was tryin.g to accomplish. In
t}le most, ll1nnble way, maybe in tIle most very ri.gid way .

. M: Vvhat evellt then that you can recall has brought abollt the most cIlange .
in your personal life?

RS: 1\1e1l, c}lange in persollal life does not come just betweel1 d.ay and
night. It's a gradllal thing. F~romtI1ebeginnil1gup to now I still
contiIlue to acllieve, try to stlJd)T, try to persuade nl)T mind and try to
look for llCW tIlings an.d 1001< for lnore lllcrative things, botlllnentally
and socially Cll1d more also---:notmore in fillancially but t}lat's the
way to live. )lOU calIDot jllst say well tomorrow, I will be milliollaire.
No, canll0t. And tomorrow you call1iot jllSt say I'will be an eligible
mall. No . As long as you s tart from tIle beginning today because evell
now, I alTI not ashamed to say t}lis, no I'm not afraid to., say this - that
SOlne people are very mUC}l educated wi th a degree, . Doctor of PIlilosop}lY,
J\laster Degree and so fort]1, I callnot say T will take back seat from
allY one of tllem from my kind of activi ties, ei tIler social activi ty,
political activities, civil activities, all what we can for our people.
I'hat is the TI10St in1portant tIling. 'You~r desire to help people and your
desi.re to ilnprovc and your desire to t}link what is ri'ght and wrong.
That's tIle most important tIling.

AA: Is there a11)T 11crson, tl1at sticks in your rnil1d? ltVas it ivIr. IvIidkiff
that ,vas tIle manager w}lell you first arrived?

RS: Yes.

AA: fIe "vas a ver)T 'veIl liked TIlan?

RS: Ah, well, wIlen. I first arrived, \vas ~.'lr. Thompson. Everybody said
tIley afraid. to visi t Tll0mpson because 1nompson is a gl!Y that can
talk to you straight in tIle face and 'veIl some people \vere afraid
because' t}ley tl10Ught that l1e was a .man that calIDot be listerled
(reasoJl~d)to but to me when I firs t meet Mr. Thompson, innnediately
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I pu.t my' POillt across to }lilTI and he accepted it and t}len not long
after tllat Thompson diecland then tv1r. Midkiff became the manager.
A11d I believe t}lat Mr. ~lidkiff, as a man, 11e is a guy tl1a't really
tly illg to put tIle community together. lie was the first mall, as a

. mcu1ager to orgaIlize the social club of lVaialua and I was one of the
melnbers. Now to give you the idea about: the'social club and then,
tIle activi ties of the social club is this: kn.owing t11at you l1ave all
tIle different t)'pe of a nationalities, so he picl( up the cream of
every nationalities, every race, racial extraction here. So 11e pick
up ab'out a few Filipinos, he pick up SOTIle of the Koreans, pick IIp

some of the !J_9:Q_l~~,some of the Portllguese and some of the Japanese
and we use to meet once a month in l1is 110use because we belong to the
social club. And that comes about from the product of the social club
at ]1is 11ouse, the beginning of the Waialua Corrnnunity Assocation.

M: I think this was in 1935?

END OF INTERVIE~V
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ORAL I-IISTORY INTERVIEW
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Ra.y Sarmiento (RS)

September 3, 1976

Waialua, Hawaii

BY: Araceli AgoG (AA)

M··r •

RS:

AA:

RS:

AA:

TJlis 15 t}-Ie second interview with j\tlr. Ray 1'. Sannlento. Today is
September3rd, 1976, and we are at IllS house in. Waialua. Okay, let's
talk first about the canned goods tllat were available at the stores.
1930, that's wIlen you came to Hawaii, right?

Rig11t.

Around that time, what kind of canned goods did you have?

Well, tIley were very few. Only sardines . Mostly had sardines and
salnlon. Those are the canned goods at that time ..

The salmons, did they by any chance come from the Philippines?

RS: No. T'h.ere"s Il0"canned goods from the Philippines at that time.. None.·

AA: So tlley were f-Iawaii made?

RS: Well, everytIling is not I-Iawaii made ei ther .. I thin.k the.y are all from
the Mainland.

AA: OI<ay. lVllat abollt corned beef? IJibby com beef. It's been/around a
101lg t lJne .

RS: I d.o llot know wl1ether Llib'by was still there before. I think Libby is
not eluring my time.

M: 'YOlI TIlcntioned about iriko the first tinle.

RS: Jriko, tl1at's \Tcr\l abttllclaJlt llere. Iril<o is very conunOll. So]ne dry fish.
Ii=oil1Plrilippil1es." Tll0se are very conunon.

AA: Iriko is from tIle Pl1ilippi11es?

RS: I d.on' t think so. I do not recall. I do not recall \vllere they came
fronl. I riko, I think, is from Hong I(ong., or from Japan Ii But I kI10W

some of the dry fish are fram the Philippines.

AA: What kil1.d of dried fishes?
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RS: It's a very skinlpy kind of a fish. 1'}1ey call 'enl ciaing fronl
Philipl)ines. And' also, they got these bilisfrom Pl1:ilippines. Those
are th.e dry fi S}1 from tIle Philippines.

M: What kind of containers were they in?

RS: I think they COlne in only packages. Orlly bagoong conle containers.
They call 'em sal ted fish. 11105e are the one come in the container.
Five gallon can.

M:Okay. When you get yourfobd· to···your h.ouse, what kind of containers
did'you store them in?

RS: There is no container Ett all. There's no icebox at the time. So in
otller ''\Tord, we just buy our things day to day. Except those dry fi5;1,
because it will last you (a long time). Irika, and also some of
those dry fish will last you weeks without being demolished or
something II

M: YOll d011' t reca.II a kind of contailler? Like if you cook somet11ing in
the morning and· 'you ha.d to keep it overnight?

RS: No. Usually, in those early days, you just cook from day to day. You
cook enough for dinner ~ Enough. for lunch. Usually f\Te don't cook
lunch., becauselVe cook in the rnor11illg. That, we bring lunch to worl<.
1'hat's it, work, work. rrhen we cook at night. That's enough for lIS
at night. That's what we usually do.

M: Later all, ,"vJlell you did have to cook for not just, say, the day, then
what kind of containers came around? What kind of things that you
stored your food in?

RS: Well, before the icebox, we don't have 110 containers. And usually,
covered it wit}l plate or a bowl. l)ut' em in a bowl a,nd covered them.
Those are nOT oeing spoiled, you know. ,We know of something, for
example, 110W you put adobo~ fu1d those are not being spoiled over night.
So usually, we put .(cook) that. CoVer that. Or fry fish. You just
put 'em in the bowl alldcover . With only the plate. Those are not
going to be spoiled. over night. .

M: What about tIle dentist in Waialua? When do you recall the first·
dentist having his own practice here?

RS: Well, th.at was tIle old man Dr. tv1iyasaka.

M: And lvhere "vas his office?

RS: lVell, ,ve use to be i11 ~VaI1ial'\Ta, but usually, 11e come to ~Vaialua. First,
I recall hilTI fronl Kawailoa. Use to come dO\\Tl1 there to one barbersl1op.
I believe come there once a week. Very practical thing.

M: U11 huh. So Dr. SWlahara, you would say, was tIle fi'rst dentist here?
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RS: No, that's a very young b'oy, that.

M: Oh. So "\Tho would be the' first dentist here?

RS: That's what I said. Dr. ~liyasaka.

M: Yeah, but· you said he wasfroln Wahiawa'.

RS: Yeah, Wahiawa. But \ve don't have 110 del1tist here that time. I tllink
tIle first delltist who graduated is a local boy, Dr II I(~bei died alreacly.
I-Ie's. son of a .. carpen.ter . Oldman Kab·ei.

M: Filipino? JapaJlese?

RS: l~o, Japanese. K-A-B-E-I. I think that he was the first dentist from
Waialua. Tllat' s'one local b'oy frornWaialua.

M: Okay.' lV11at ab'out eye doctors? How did you get your eyeglasses?

RS: No. VJe dOll' t ]lave no eye doctors ill those days ~ An.d tIle earl)T days,
eye doctors are practically unkn.own 11ere inWaialu.a. Practically,
everybody go by nature. .Even wIlen you arerecrui ted for the plantation,
there' 5 no such thing as a general eXaJllillatiolls. As lOllg as you can
walk. You are able-bodied man. They can see you are. 110t sickly. They
will employ you.

M: Okay. ~Vllatabollt after the ~Var? Then, did you have a doctor here?
Did you fi~al+y go to eye doctors?

RS: Well, yes. \.Jus t after the War, they come in. Dr. Pinkerton, I think,
those are the good doctors. The old man Pinkerton. There used to be
plellty of HOllO lulu doctor, but there's one now coming in to Waialua,
Dr. Pinkerton. I

M: That's the· guy that has his office at Wahiawa?

RS: That's the son. The one in lVahiawa., now, his father used to be Dr.
Pinkerton.

M: TIlis guy up in Wahiawa is Ogden Pinkerton.

RS: YeaIl. That's tIle son.

M: That' 5 tIle 5011 of tIle one tllat used to come here?

RS: Yeah. Yeah.

M: OIl, well. Okay. What about folk medicine?

RS : How you mean?

M: I Jnean like, llot real medicine.

RS: Mlat kind medicine? . The quack medicine or something?



266

M: Yea}l. Some t}ling 1ike that.

RS: \Vel1, even right now, lot of them practicillg all around. They call
'em tIle kahuna medicine .. And then the kahuna medicine is still going
all arolmd, because, after all, youcarmot take a.way t}le belief and
also the old.habit of any racial group. Either a Chinese, a Filipino,
a'Japanese, and Hawaiians. TIley still have thate

M: In 1930 't'Jl1ell you first came here ,because you were a Filipino, did
'you do a11ything like that? I mean, not jllst people telling you to do
this, but for yourself. Like if you had a headache or something, did
you do something that you did in the P11ilippines that wasn't recognized
medically?

RS: No. Because at that time, you don't have no time to go to tIlose
doctors because transportation problems. You see. ,For example now,
you kno\V" , these quack doctors in I-IOll01ulu, yeah. YOlI callnot go find
them, because you don't have no transportation.. And' also<, at the same
time, they carmot be operating all arolll1d because they don't have no
t ransportatiOll around those days " So, is very few. I don't think I
ever hear anything of that. Because ,anything you do today depends
on transportation. And on those days, there's no transportation. So
they only depend on plantation doctors.

\

M: Before the War came, can you tell me w11a.t was the geIleral vie\v towards
divorced people ? Divorced people, Ilo:l-married people, people WI10 live
togetller before getting married. And interracial marriages? And
homosexuality?

RS: Are yOLI askillg me that question of a particular ethnic group or in
general?

M: In general.

RS: In general. Okay. Now, in the early days here , th,ere are only very
few people l1ere. There's n.o such things (as divoT"ce etc.) It was
the Japallese for tIle Japanese. TIle C11in.ese for Chinese . Hawaiians
for t}le Hawaiians.' Americans for the Americans. Filipinos for the
Filipinos only at the time. Now, divorces is practically unkl10wn,
at th.e time. Tllereason for that is very few marriage very few people.
They are all hardworking people. Tllere' s' no such thing as too many
social activities aroul1d and not enougll free time. All that they do,
especially ana plantation life on those days, are all practically all
plantation life. And plantation life is work wIlole day and sleep. And
\vork wllole again t]le follolving day. So social life is 11ractically 11il.
No,v" I believe that divorces and ot}ler tllings are callsed because of
lot of free time. We live in a very pennissive society. They 11ave
enougll social activities alld so forth. And those causes some of those
changing of moral obligation to each other.

M: Uh huh. So before the War, then, everythillg was Church...

RS: Yeah. Yes.
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M: ... you didn't have that kind of problelTIs.? BLlt you also mentioned
that in Kawailoathere was a eighty percent men to twenty· percent
ladies. .

RS: Well., yes. Practically like·. that.

M: Did all)T problems arise. because of this?

RS: Well, I don't t}1ink tI1e problepl is not more than today. I think we
l1ave more problems now about woman tllaJl in nearly days before, il1 spi te
of the fact that we have very fe\\TWOmel1.. We havemoreproblelllS now
than before, average. Now,· more people divorcing their wives and go
wi thall0t}lerwoman than before.. Of course, youcamlot eliminate that,
becallse after all, they' reall l1lUl1an beings ~ Bllt when you look at the
average, I think we have more social problems, marital problems now
tl1an before".

M: vVitl1 eigllty percent men and twenty percent ladies, was it llllusual to
find men getting close· to another man?

RS : No.. Because, you see, all depends on tIle kind of a lTIaJl.As I said.
those people who came dowll here, especially Filipinos, they are tenlpered
into some sort ofa dedicated man to himself and to his family in the
Pllilippines. Now,the same thing with women in the Philippines. .They
never spoil their reputation as a woman that is sacred to a husband.

M: Yeah.. vVell, in case you weren't married?

RS: Even then. But some occasion on those days, some prostitutes going
around. In H0110lulu, it's open and so forth. Well, that's not very
wlusual to human being. But so far as a social conduct is concerned
we 11ave more now than before.

M: We have more now?

RS: Oh yes!

M: I've lleard of men, n:ot only Filipinos , but almost every race that
dichl' t have that much ladies wi tIl them. I've heard of men that had
ten.sions, you know, with probleJTIs like that.

RS: 01lyea}1. Even right now, you look at those people now raping warnell.
No\'! YOlI look at their backgro.und" l'hey're married.. You see. 111ey're
married. So tl1at's not W1usual. Especially that depends now on the
society \'!llere they are in. As I said, especially in America. today-
f-Ia\1ai i 110 exception- -we are in America, lve are no\v ill such a very
permissive society. And we have a lot of activities and.... social
things that generates the ego of a man, especially in his social
instinct.

M: TIle kind of sui ts that you }lave in 1930, before the War, how did you
get YOllr suits? Your "americana?"
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RS: Well, on those days, Filipinos were very sporty.

M: Right. (Laughs)

RS: Yeah. And we 11ad lot of: tailors all arolU1d. Aiid that's a must.
Tailors all around in the area, yeah. As a matter of fact, every
Saturday or Sunday when there t. s no work., they come around and solicit
busilless for tailoring. .

M: I-Iow much did an average suitcost?

RS: 011, that 's very cheap in those days. In those days, good suit 1S

about $15.

lJ.~~: Yeah, but say you earned like how muel1 a mOl1t}1?' Roughly how much a
month?

RS: Well, in those days, if you have a good job, fo~, example, a cane cutters.
On the average., about fifty dollars a month.

M: Fifty dollars. And so it wasn't that hard to buy a suit then?

RS: Oh no: .Becallse 'A/hat is $15 , especially in dOVvTI pa}11lent? 'As just
like now. For example now, yOll earn about s.even or eight hlilldred
dollars a month. But now you're going to buy your seven thousand
dollaralltomobile. Same' thillg .

.M: Wl1at about s110es? Where did you guys get your shoes?

RS: Oh, shoes. In tIle store. We got lot of shoes in the stores. That
time.

M: Oh, can you tell me where the material came from to mak~ the suits?

RS: lVell, materials are all from State.

AA: From the States?

RS: Yeah.

M: Okay. You mentioned that Filipinos were very sporty.

RS: That's right.

M: Is that part of our nature? In your experience?

RS: lVeIl, see if Filipinos have the means, you \\Till never see them sloppy.
Now, by nature allover the world, internationally tIle Filipinos are
one of the 'best dressed people in the world. When they came to Hawaii,
they'came to Hawaii, they have that habit.

M: Uh huh. Like the few ladies that did come to Hawaii, did they show a
lot 0'£ jewelry?
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RS: Yes. See, Filipinos are· very jewelry loving people, very colorflll
people. They are ,very dressy, especially tIle woman. On tJlose early
days, all the Filipill0 women used to have gowns. As a matter of fact,
during the Filipino activities, we have more Filipinos wearing the
Filipino gown than now. . '

AA: The gowns, did the ladies bring them from the Philippines?

RS: T11at's right'. 1'hey call 'em the terna. They 11ave more terna on those
days, because even old· ladies, everybody, wIlen they l1ave a Filipino
actiyities, they use to wear those ternas.

AA: Did you say you were a camp boss or a camp.police?

RS: Yeah, camp boss tlleycallthat.

M: Uh h.uh. Can you compare the job 'of, a camp boss ,to. that of a camp
police?

RS: Now, there's a d.ifference between camp boss and camp police. A ,camp
police is ,for example, now, working tmder the camp boss. The camp
police is just like a security gllard, watchman all around. But the
camp boss oversees the whole activities in the camp and plantation.
No\V' , }le' s just like a social worker and a.t th.e same time, a peace officer.
No\V" , for instance, he is a social worker becallse t]lat is wIlen }le goes
around an,d see who is sick, and try to provide the transportation to
the 110spi ta,l and. see to it tllat they will be properly taken care, of.
If tIley 11ave some social prob'Iems, then you ffillSt see to it that you
try to help them out. Now if tIley J1ave needs in their houses, you l1ave
to see to it tllat they will be solved. For exampte ,now, they have
broken pipe. They have no lights in ·tIle 110uses. Anything of that sort.
That is the camp boss. '

AA: What l(ind o·f social problems were you referring to?

RS: Well, for ex,ample tI1e wife }las a fig11t ,,,ith tIle l1usband. Is not very
I un.usllal 110W a days. Before, the camp boss is the aIle that in charge
of all t}10se tllil1gS. Now, for exanrple, t11ere's some intruder in the
house. TI1at' s also the camp boss probleln. Also, if a person is ve1)r
sick and he cannot provide the honle \vi th food and so on. Those are the
social problems that occur. And especially when the husband is so lazy,
that create a social problem. Lazy and don't work. And another social
probleJTIs that 've l1ave is for example, tI1e husband is a gambler or
dr1.JP..1<:ard.. 1'hose are social probleln. That is the camp boss job to, see
to it that all will be adjusted.. And if they need 11elp, then, that's
where you COlne in. To give them help. Becallse after all, in t110se
days, it is, not like now. In those days, laborers on tIle plantation are
just like YO'UT c}lildren. Family of tIle company. Because when you
recruited th.em from Philippines, you promised that you will providetllem
a house. You provide tl1em free fuel and. what th.ey need in the ]1011se.
Those are th'e things that are entirely different from now . Right now,
when you go to your house, it's up to you to provide yourself in everything.
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In those days, we have some store boys, store clerks, tl1at lve send
all arolffid in the camp to see that these people, if tIley need sometlling,
tIley are provided for. Transportation, again, is a problem. BeCatlse
not like now.. Before we used to 11ave camps allover the plantation.
1Vay up the cane field, there lIse to be maybe about twenty houses. And
those people are raising s.ugar cane. '

AA: As a c3lllJ.) 1101ice, did you have to have any kind of training? Did you
carry a gUll as a camp police?

RS: No, camp b·oss carry the glID. Somecamp}Jolice carry gun for;;ecuri ty.

AA: How ,did you learn how to fire a gun?

RS: Well, anybody buy glm now wit}lout even practicing. By iflstinct. But
that is up tOYOll as an individuals. Like me, anythin.g tllat I do,
anything that I have, I li.ke to practice. So, I used to go and target
practice. And I become very expert. I used to practice, not bragging,
with a .45 pistol. I can hit ·a match box at 25 yard.

AA: Do you also know martial arts?

RS: Yes.

AA: lNIllC}l one do yOll 'kno\v?

RS: I went to judo, jujitsu. Boxing. And also escrlma. Fencing.
Filipino 'fencing.

AA: This escrima did yOll learn. tl1at 11ere?

RS: From the Philippines and here.

AA: Okay. You said you were connnissioned as a police officer.

RS: 'As right.

AA: A11d you were the only one that wasn't aU. S . citi zen.

RS: Yeah.

AA: H01V 1vas tllat?

RS: I dOll' t kI101V. I \\Tas giveIl a very' special pennission. Because allybad)T
else to be comnlissioned on the police, special police at that time, YOll
have to be American citizen. But, well, I don't blOW, those days ,maybe
some of the pig company, they can pull string. And then I was connnissioned.

M: Can you tell me in what year or how many years after you came to Hawaii
did you become part of the management? .

RS : Two years. Not part of management, but in the supervisory capacity.

AA: Right. Okay, you arrived in the middle of the Depression in Hawaii?
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RS: Yes.

AA: Can yOll tell me about that?

RS: lNell" in. Hawaii, .the Depression is not as bad as the Un,i ted States.
Because very luckily in Hawaii, we have the sugar company aJ1d
pin.eapples ,that ab'sorb and. act as a cushion for the so-called
Depression.. Now, of course, whe11 the pineapple went out of business,
then we had a, lot of surplus people, bllt then the surplus people were
absorbed by some of the sugar cOTI1panies. Just like Waialua,' for example,
lye h.a\Te absorbed lot of them becau.se lNaialuaneed some workers . So,
we llave some special camp for them like in Halemano 6. That's wliere I

we l1ave shove lot of this surpluses from other companies. And also,
tllose W}10 lose their jobs It tIlev came down here into Waialua. .

\ ....',. ,';

AA: There are a lot of Filipino people on the Maill1and that were once in
Hawaii. lVas ,it during the Depression that they moved up there?

RS : No. "VeIl ,yOll see, tl10se people l\Tho rnove from Hawaii to tIle Ivlainland
tllat is by true 11atural movements of people. Not only the Filipinos.
l'}le Japanese. Even the well-to-do Japanese. They go there. .And jllst
like also the Americans from the Mainland, they come down to Hawaiie
So those are very natural things. Not unusual situation.

AA: ,So you say then that the people that didll' t have jobs were absorbed
by the plantation or by the pineapple? Either way?'

RS: No. The 'pineapple went out of bllsiness. And then, mallY of them, I
say flany of t11em were absorbed by tIle company. I say some pineapples.

J

And especially, tIle Dole Company, you l(now.

AA: Do you recall any strikes during 1930's and 1935?

RS : No. . I think '30 and '35, there' sno strike ~ Is jllst onl.y wild strike.
You know, meaning.thete's no such thing as an organized strike. They
call that the wild walk-out so to speak. That not strike.

AA: There were some walk-outs, tIlen?

RS: Yeah. Some in Maui. Some here ill Waialua. Some, some other places .

AA: In lVaialua, can you tell me' about those?

RS: 1Valk-ollt?

AA: Yea}l.

RS: Well, there, are some few here in Waialua.

AA: Did the plantation have vegetable crops to keep the people fed?

RS : No. No. On the plantatioll on tllose days, tl1ey are 110t so progres~ive
as it is now. The people before, on those days, they don't have no
orchids, anthurium and so fort]l in the yard at the time. Becatlse, well,
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it stands to reason. Because, as I said again, it is strictly a
planta.tion 11ome. An,d at that time, all p'eople who came' dOWll here,
incllldillg tIle Japanese, Filipinos as well, tIley tllink tllat tIley are
only living here for temporary period, because they were lillder'contratt
of three years. So, thinking that after tIle three years they go 'home,
what they do is concentrate on working.

M: What about mechanization of the mills and of the entire sugar industry?

RS : l"'e'll , that mech.ani. zation came out within the nationalin scope by
itself. Because in this ,area, in this country and every modem
country today they cannot sta.nd still. They always look for progress,
right? l~ow, \vhen you say progress ,that means in technology. So,
we are sending people to' go school to learn all tllose things. So ,
whatever they learn, they would like to apply. Now hrllel1 they come out
to apply, tIlen n~tllrally, every sugar cOTIlpany or any company like to try
thQsebecause after all, every cOTIlpanytoday or any bllsiness, they are
tJlere for I)rofi t. So they try those machines an,d iftlley can Cllt cost
alld TI1ake tIle j o'beas ier for the }lUIl1an beil1g, they put up tll0se mach.ine
on trial basis. Just like anything else. You go on trial basis. And
wllenwe find that it's very beneficial for you, very profitable for
YOllr business, then, tJlat' s what start mechanization.

M: W1len you came to work for tIle plantation in 1930, diel you already
Ilave any macllillery all the fields or at the mill?

RS : No. 011 tl10se days, theyllad tIle only machinery of plo\\Ting. SometiTIleS
we use mules to plow. Grader mule. To make reservoirs. Now they are
making 1vit}1 tractors and machines. III tllose days, Inule. Yeah, you
c:ul ti\Tate your sugar cane" You plow between the lines. Now they h~.ve

tractor. In those days, all mules . Now, cutting cane is n,ow machine.
In those days, by hand. And after you cut, you load. Now machine 41

Before was \vi th the body'. .

M: When d.oyou recall this Inachine tllat could cut cane?

RS: Macllin.e? T11ere's no mac}line cuttillg cane at that time" First, the man
cut. And thell we ha.ve tIle mach.iJle. Then we have the pile wi th man.
and then the macl1ille lift up to the car. And th.at' s the start of the
macl1inery. Tllen from the·re., they keep on i~proving and improving until
it is today.

M: Okay, 1,vhat do you -recall abOl-It the perquisite systenl?

RS: Perquisite system? Well, that came in gradually. Gradually. Well, at
tI1e seune tiIne, it started alread)T 1vhen tIle)T recrui ted the labor. N01v
part of tlle COIltract is perquisi te. J\1eaning tIley \vill give you free
medical tIlings. They giveyou free light, free water, aJld free fuel.
I f you have stove, they give yOll kerosene. If you don't have stove, they
give you firewood to use. Those are 'part of the perquisite.

M: An.d those were thethin.gs that were promised to you-when you signed your
contract to work for your three years?
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RS: That's right.

M: Okay. lVas this one of the' reasons why people came, to work for the
plantation?

RS: It'S,,11ot only tIle reason. Perqll~site or no perquisite, at t11at time,
people \vere looking for employment. But so far as tIle people are
concerned, they are very innocent about those perquisite.

M: Innocent?

RS: Very innocel1t. Even now, lot of these people, they don't kll0W\\That
they're having.

M: They're jus t happy that they'f re having it"

RS: Yea}1. Even the plantation laborers, even now, this time, even
supervisors, they don't know what perquisites are given to t}1em. As
a matter of fact, even the ordillary ci tizen even tIley, don't knOlv "vllat
tIle government can do for them. Is not that something?

M: Yea.h. 1 'm one of those. What did it feel like to work under white
people?

RS : What you mean?

AA: Your haole ,bosses. I hear they were mean people. They kicked you
around. And they treated you like anilnals.

RS: Well, I think that"s not true. I tllink that's not true.

M: Before the War, it wasn't true?

RS: No! You see now, it's 110t th.e white people.. Now, naturally, some
people who were here before have been promoted over n.ight. (Those)
born and raised here like these Portuguese and so forth. Even Filipinos
went 'up over night" Even now. So it's not differe11t" 'I feel there's
no difference. Some, yeah, they treat not like h.uman being. But I
don't think tIlat 's a good way of saying that the white people are not
treatiI1g the labors alike. Because to me, I found lot of them, I work
wi tIl th.em froln the beginning. AI1d I think I was not treated that ,vay.
For exarnple 110lv, I sa\v SaIne laborers, tlley were sent home from work.
SODletirne they give 'elllhell from ,vork. But I dOll' t think that's a
habit a wl1ite man. But a habit of one particular guy. But in time,
during the years to come, those are being punished.

AA: How were they' punished? .

RS: lVel1 , t11ey· were demoted from tI1e job, 1ne lv-ere not beillg promoted.
r[lley are as tlley are. As a ,matter of fact, some of tllem were bei.ng
taken out from the job.

M: But there was also some ethnic groups that were getting paid more
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RS: All r.igllt.

AA: Can you eXplain that?

R5: Thctt is not very unusual. BeCatlse as a matter of fact, I"ve l)een
teachi11g lot of t}lese haol~s illlder me at the time~ And then after
six months, they are my.boss. Those are not very unusual in the early
days. Because, . as I said again, we are velyr new 11ere. Company is not
well organized. So, everybody for himself. AndwhellYou are very
arrogant a11dyou are in a position to do 'what you want.. So those are
not very unusual in a group of human·beings. Look at this governor
today. Look at the religious leaders today. Since tl1ey are now in
their post, now they illcrease' all tIleir salaries. People are very
arrogant, just li~e before. And also now.

AA: But it would seem tllat it's more tllan. just one person for himself,
because it W3.S only the .!laoles that were getting ...

RS: Because they are in the position.

AA: In what position?

RS: Well, they are ill the supervisory position at that time.

AA: Because they were white?

RS: No. lVell., first of all, in the supervisoryposi tion before, tlley are
110t only whi tee As a matter of .fact, in the early '30 '5, in Waialua
Su.gar Company, .I just give you example. We have more Filipinos in
supervisory capacity than now.

AA: In the 1930' s?

RS : Yes.. We had more Filipino supervisors b'efore than now.

M: I didn't know that ..

'RS: Yeall. And yet , tllat' s "v-hy I was surprised WIlY is it that in the early
'30's, before 1946 .... no\v- \ve supposed to be tIle least educated people,
Fi1ipill0S. But in tll~ plalltatiOll, we have more sllpervi sors e All
Filipinos. Then now tllat we have now all tlle 'educated· Filipinos, and
yet we Ilave less in tlle supervisory capacity tllan befoI"e.

AA: Do you remember any of these people in the supervisory"eee

RS: Oh sure.

274
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AA: Names?

RS: I name them. Alright. Roberto Pagdilao in Kawailoa. In Kawailoa,we
·have Felipe Suan, yeah. And lnyself before. Alright, .then, in Waialua,
we llave Roberto Pagdilao. ~le have another Cecilio Pagd_ilao. We have
this guy they call Adong now insid.e there. And we have Meriki ta, a.
water lLula. Now, how many supervisors? There's more. And yet, ill
those days, we are supposed to be tIle' lli1educated Filipinos. We have
Frank'Gueco. All those 'guys.

AA: Wh.at column are you talking about?

RS: I put tha.tinthe column that right no,~ in sugar company, 6S percent
are Filipinos. ~5 percel1t ,of tIle employee at the sugar company today
are ,Filipinos. An.d 35 percent, all the other nationali ties compose into
J19:Ql_~_$, Japanese, Chinese, and Korealls, what not. All tl1at 11ationalities.
And yet, tl1is35 percent 1101ds 75 percent of tll0se good, job on the
·plalltation. And' the Filipinos who comprise tIle 65 percent of the'
plantation employee hold only about 25 percent of the good jobs. Came
out in my column.

AA·: Yeah, what column?

RS: III the newspaper.

AA: Okay. Can \'you tell me about t]le stores in Waialua? The plantation
stores? No~just in Waialua.

RS: Yeah. Every s~gar company, every companies before, that's 011e of thillgS
that they COlltrol. Not only Waialua. They control the big businesses
here. It came out again in my column. To answer you brlefly on that,.
the suga.rcompany in Waialua and all the rest of the companies, they
own all these stores, because mostly the laborers, mostly people in the
community .are all plantation workers anyway. So they Olvn all their stores.
And that stores supply tIle needs of all the people. And they trust them.
They give them the credit.

AA: The credit rule, what did you call it?

RS: Jabon. In Japanese.

AA: Tllat' s Japan.ese?

RS: Japanese. They call 'em jabon.

AA: You sure itts Japanese?

RS: Yeah.

AA: People say' it's Ilocano, too.

RS: No. _~r9-l?oD:. TIlat is very common toda)r. Yea}l, because the Japanese
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started tllat.. And that came in as a part oftlleir national lan.g~age,

that jabon. lVhen you'jab9n, that means credit.

M: Credit? Yeah. So you bo.ught at the store on credit and you paid
every payday?

RS : Every payday ..

M: Wllat happened to tll0se people th.at couldn't pay for their credit?

RS : At tIlattime, there was no gamis}lee. I mean the creditor didn't
force tllenl.

A...A..: Oh, they don't force you to· pay.

RS : Yeah. I mean they try to mallage \some way it No try to TIlake you pay.
Just like even now, lot of these people maybe owe over fifty or hundred
dollars.. But like now, lot of people, they owe twenty thousand dollars,
hundred thousand dollars. .

M: The safety programs that they made supervisors attend, they did that,
right? YOll k~l1o,,,,, learn first aid?

RS: all, that's OIlly after the War.

M: Okay. What about the jobs that yOll have had to do? If tIle company
gave yOll a· new job, did you go to allprentice school for that?

RS: On tllose days ,no more. But now, after the War, because of this modern
organizatioll now, modern fac.ili ties and modern way of running a
business, well, you have to be properly oriented on the job ..

AA: So now they send you to school? They pay for it, right?

RS: Well, some, yes.

M: At the end of tIle harvest season, did you usually have a barbecue?

RS: Well, on tll0se days,. it's not a barbecue. If I will call it in my way
of thinking, they call 'em the appreciation dil1ller. I think I put it
t]lat w':!y 8

M: And \\1here \vere the)! at?

RS: They used to Ilave in the park. In the parI\". right there by the sugar
mill. You are talking about Waialua S~gar Company?

M: U1l hull.

RS: Yeah. TIley used to have that.

M: What is the' official name of that park?
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RS: Waialua Park.

AA: If\Tas i t at 011e time a g,olf course?

RS: Tennis court. There's no golf course there.

AA: You're talking about the' one that's right in the middle of the service
station an_d 'the mill.

RS: l\1hm.

AA: They Qsed to have tennis courts there?

RS: Tennis court a.nd th,ey have a wee golf.

AA: Wee golf? Okay .. You had games, too, at these ...

RS: But tI1at· didn't last, because wee golf is only those I1aoles and so
forth.

AA: Okay. A lot of tI1e laborers must }lave }1ad complaints against th.e way
they were being treated 'by the llIDas and they had cornplaints about the
work conditions and things like that. How did the superviso,ry andt11e
management cope with t11at?

RS: Well, on those days, as I said, we don't have no organized labor. And
the plantation is not so modern. If it's just some cOilll)laint, the
l)eople j LIS t. go to work, work everyday" There's no organi zed campIaint ,
at the time. If some people are being mistreated, as long as it's not
that drastic, it's nothing.

AA: It's nothing?

RS: Just like is scalded in the field and so forth.

END OF SI DE OI'1E.

SIDE '!WO.

AA: rrhe Japanese a.ttack on Pearl Harbor? Where you about this time?

RS: Oh, t}lat's not a very nice thing~ rrhat's the very day that I did not
open my radio. And tI1el1 all on a sudden, about 7 0' clock daytime,
sOluebody came by my house, because I useel to be a camp boss then. I
say, "What yOll doing?" He's givi11g me scolding already. He's shouting ..
One American.. "lVhat are )TOU doing here?" 11e said. ",Ve are being attacked
byr Japallese! Pearl Harbor ,vas bombed!" So, immediatel)T I open my radio
tIlat tinle .. Very ul1usual I did 110t opell my radio. I llsually open the radio
i11 tlle mOl11ing. So after I open lny radio, tllen, sure enough, we are
wlder attack. So immediately, I loaded my gun. Then went out and patrol.

AA: And patrol? Did you have to 'build an air raid shelter?



RS: lNell, afterward, yes. Everybody had to build all air raid shelter.
Mtenvard.

M: Did you supply this. air raid shelter' with food?

RS: At that time, as camp boss, I go down and give·them sUl)ervision. The
first nigllt, I was already at'tached with 'the 21st Infantry asa guide.
Because these people (infantry mel1) ab'out 2 0' clock in the afternoon,
they starta·rriving. And then we open the gym for them, the Kawailoa
Gymnasiwn. We have a'Kawailoa Gymnasium. Open that for them to sleep.
And irrnnediately' atthatn.ight, tlleyput IIp some guards here and there.
And that night, I was att'acIled to t11em because they dOll't know where
tIley are going. Yea}1. I wasattac}l with t11em for ,say,about one
month.

M: Okay'. ~Vhat abollt the blackouts? Can you tell me about the blackouts?

RS : Well, sure. TIle blackout is compulsory. It was, my job to see to it
tha;t every plantation homes are being blackout. Lot of these Filipinos,
they do Ilot know what' you mean by blackout. SaIne of tl1em, tIley don't
use blackout. But make.sure that by 6 o'clock they shut their light.
They have to eat by 6 o'clock and so forth.

M: Mhnl. l'he presence of tIle 21st Illfantry at the Kawailoa Gym, did that
sC,are the Filipinos tha.t diem' t know what was going on?

RS : Wllat you mean?

M: TIle 21st In'fantry th.at you were a guide for? TIley lived at tIle gym at
Kawailoa. The Filipin.os people, you said, like they don't really' know
wllat's happening. Did it ...

RS : No, no. "What I mean, they kn.o·w what's happening, but I mean, to guide
tl1em especially about tIle blackout . Give them a proper orientation so'
tIlat they don't violate the law. Not only the plantation but everybody.
So, about 6 0' clock in th.e afteroooll, me and tIle guard, we go all· around
the camp to see to it that everybody....

AA: Is asleep?

RS: Yeah.

AA: Okay. So, because you were a camp boss, you didn't have gas rationed
to you?

RS: Yes (no rationing).

M: "What about .food?

RS: No.

AA: But the ordinary working person did?

RS; No, we don't have no ration. But, of course, at that time, we have
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shortage of rice. 'As just like anything else. Yeah, s110rtage of
rice, because during the War, .well, it "s very hard for th.e' boat to
come in a.t the time. They are being restricted. So tllere is a
shortage of rice for ab'out the first t\vO weeks. BeCallse lot of these
people hoard rice. Just like right no,,, II

M: Okay, now., let's talk about the martial law in Hawaii. "What were its
effects on you?

RS: lVell, tIle martial law in Hawaii is very insigllificant so far as\ve are
COllcer11, because tl1er.ewas no change at all. The 11ehavior and habits
is no change. The governor was in his office. The ordinary people do
not really feel it. They. do not knowwh.ether martial law or 110 martial
law, because so far as the activities and the wcly they treat men and
so forth, there's no, change. Only one thing is the martial law is only
yougive the Anny in thi"s area a free 11an(i to supervise the affairs of
tIle government. 'But so far as the ge11eral pub'lic is concerned,
especially in the plantation life, there was no change.

M:No cIlange? Oka)T, of the yOWlg people, tIle young Filipino people 1n
Waiallia and of all the young Filipino people, did a lot of them join
the Army?

RS: lVell, at that tilnewe don't Ilave very many young people. lVe dOll' t
l1avevery lnany at the time. GIlly mostly laborers who don't have no
wife and no children.

M: Okay, thes~ unmarried laborers, they joined the Anny?

RS: Some, )Tes. A.s a matter of fact, I "vas supposed to be drafted to ·be all
officer. A field officer. But. because of my job it was frozen.' And
then at that time, then they froze the job because lot' of them went
into tIle Anny M Then they froze t11e job for the plantati.on lab·orers. Many
of them like to join the Army. Even the plantation laborers. They
froze, because they said that the sugar worker is a war worker. So, you
can Wi11 the War just as good as a member of the armed forces by staying
in tlle plantation.

M: rrl1ere were some Japanese Inen, tllat al tll0Ugl1 they were part of the sugar
industry,' they were allowed to go to join the war, because the manager
allowed them.

RS : No. 1'hatis SOlne mutual w1derstal1ding because the United States
governJnent lost fai tIl all tIle Japallese at that time because of tIle
Japallese attacked. So I think that tIlere is some sort of an lUlderstanding
between tIle commW1i ty., the sugar compaIly and the government.. Because
tIle govenunent is bigger than sugar comPany. So, tlley volunteered them
selves to prove to this cOlmtry tIlat they are not part of the attack.

AA: Okay. When did you first hear of the union?

RS: That was after the War.
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M: How did you hear about it?

RS: ~\Te11 , it's" not very unusual. As a.matter of fact, it started before
the \Nar. ~Vay back in 1932, '33, '34. It started from Maui. And
that's YW1 boy Filipinos that time. 'Then after the War, it was
capitalized by people from tIle Mai11land- -Bridges and his group. So,
.they penetrated Hawaii and that's how they started the LLnion. Because
after all, tllat's a very good business. Because the more lillian members
they have, the more money they make.

AA: Okay. Already at this time when the union was coming, wIle11 the lillian
was penetrating Hawaii, as you say, you were already part of the
superv.isory group?

RS: Yes, yes. I was.

AA: Okay. So you really didn't care for it to come?

RS: What do you mean "to come?"

AA: You didn't want it to come because it wasn't of any use to you any more.

RS: O}l no, no, no! lim the most liberal man. After all, when you believe
in the democratic society, I said, you have your individual rights.
TIley conle to the union. It's a privilege, the freedom of enterprise,
freedom of wants, freedom of religions.

AA: Okay. Did .you want to join the lillion?

RS: You cannot join the union because I am in the supervisory capacity.

M : Right. But if you were a laborer, would you have ...

RS: Oh, sure! Why not?

M: You thought it was a good thing?

RS: Oh, sllte.

M: 01(ay. Alt110ugh you like tJle idea of tIle union, because y'ou were of the
supervisory group, you couldn't do anything to help organize it, right?

RS : No. Because, as I say again, that' s not in YOllr line. If y<?u are a base
baseball player and tllat' s anot11er football player, well ,they play
football and you play baseball. .

AA: Okay. Waialua was the last of the plantations to sign up with the
union?

RS: I do not· know whether it's the last or not.

AA: Well, we weren't the first. That's for sure.

RS : Yeal1, yeal1.
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M: You have no idea that we were one of t]le last?

RS: I think was the last. Or one of the last.

M: Okay.. "Why do you think we were one of the last?

p~: Because of tIle l1egotiationof wages.. Waialua is paying more wages tllan
anybody els'e. So, naturally, they not touch this one first.

M: OIl. In 1946 do you remember a strike?

RS: Yes.

A_AL : Okay, can you tell me about that str~ike?

RS: ~Ve~l, that's the, first of its kind, a strike. So, everybody all
trigger happy. ,For union, that' stIle first time that the laborers
were given that kind of a power. And tlley were oriented to l1i t tIle
plantation. TIle Wlion was oriented to llit every plantation management,
every melnl)erof theplantationmaIlagement. So, that's that first
po,ver tIley l1ave l1a.d., so it's kind of a little hot issue that time. Just
like tIley are trigger happy.

M: Trigger happy. "When were you able to buy your house?

RS: I think that was in 1957.

M: Your house 'was built in 1957?

RS: Yeah.

M: How much did it cost you then?

RS: It's'very cheap at that· time.

M: rThe Philippine Independence, when you heard ab'out in Hawaii, what did
it mean to YOlI?

RS: Well, as I said again, .at that time when they have a Philippine
In.dependence, well, I said, tha.t's acoW1try for themselves, so I
believe 011 tIle freedom ofotller countries.. I do not believe in butting
in on sOll1ebody' s affair. Especially ot11er cowltry. NO\\l, if that's
what they feel is good for them, I guess that's good for me.

AA: Okay. In 1948, do you recall the sugar company dividing?

RS: Not dividi~g.

M: 1V11at \vas i t thell?

RS: No. rn1e s,ugar company is not dividing. As I say again, when 'you come
to the modem organization SUCll as this especially your 'knowledge of
business come more adequate, so to speak. Because in running a
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business, t}lere are lot of ways of doing it '-to make more profit or
to show tIle real asset with the company.' At that time, tIle real asset
of the company is not as strong as it is now. Because tIle SlIgar
company O\ffiS lot of land here, and t11ey 'also Oiill lot of pineapple land.
At that time, they profit froln the land that they own llere and the
profi t \\'hat the}T have from tIle' pineapples company. It is already
included with the profit of the. sugar b'ecause that's owned by the company.
So, tllell they remove all the C(il1i ties. So they develop. TIley
orgallize a company by itself. 1'lley call 'em tIle Halemano Land Company ..
So I-IalemallO Land Company, the investment that they have, sugar compal1Y .
investlnent all the lalld and pineapples, yeall, that·, s become the Halemano
Land C0I11pally. So it's a co~pany by itself. SO 110W tl1e investrnent is
sugar compa.n.y" So what you earn from sugar tllat you earn from sugar,
that's what is shows the real asset of the company.

AA: In 1949 there was a shipping strike, remember? How did that affect
Waiallla?

o

RS: Well, it's not very much.

AA: W1lat abou.t the fertilizers that couldn't get in?

RS: What you mean? Fertilizers?

AA: Yea}l.

RS : Oh no" tllat 's not very mucIl. Even yOll d.on' t fertil i ze YOllr sugar ca11C
for Oll.C year, stjll you have sugar carle. Because b'y 11atlIre, tIle slIgar
cane is just like ~ grass. As long as you, put water.

AA: It is grass.

RS: ,So jllst as long as it has water. Of course, it affected lot of things, I

but not very much.

AA: Okay. The retirelnentplan. When did it become known to you that you.
could have a retirement plan?

RS: Well, I think retirement plan, I think they started tllat way back in
1936. Something like that.

AA: Uh hllh.. And what were the b'a.sis for th.is retirement plan.?

RS: 'Well, at that time, I think·tIle·y l)ase first on the social security .. Yea}1.
And. they clon't have no progresslve retirement plan as it's now, because
retirement plan is negotiable thing. So at that time, since they don't
]1ave 110 1vell organized group to negotiate \\'i tIl them, they only defend
that on the social security. .

AA: Okay. lfuen did you acquire your social securi ty number?

RS: I think tllat was '37. Because my job at that time was a very
controversial thing. Because at that time, the employee, they put in
clgricLllture- - -whether I b'elong to tl1e agricul tural tllings or the non'
agricllltural things. That's why they do not know whether I belong 011e
side or belong the other side" Because sin.ce I am a camp boss., I am
not in agric·ulture. I'nl not involved in the field.
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Af\: What kind of ilnprovements in the plantation were you involved in?

RS: What you mean "improvement?"

AA: Improvements like~ .. '

RS: ~Vell, first, as I believe tIle best improvement that I can recall in
plantation is the social and the recreational facili ties. That., I have
a part in. A.11d which is still Ilext to my heart. Social and
recreational facilities. And even till now.

AA: You're talking about tIle surf center and_the gym?

RS: Oh, yes ,yes. But before we llsed to l1ave tIle gym, a 5wimmin.g pool, and
we ha,ve, as a mat,ter of fact, I eve11volunteered to use two mules to
make some basketball court and volleyball court for the people in
those days.

AA: :Mules?

RS: Yeah. To grade.

AA: Yeah, this is before the War? You're talking before the War?

RS: Yea}1., Before the War.. Well we talking about improvement, eh, on tI1e
pl'antatio11?

M: Yeah_ What otl1ers do you recall?

RS : lVelI, of course, your industrial improvement. There's lot of them ..
But wIlen talki11g about irnproveme11t of social life of laborers, those
are things I'm telling I have some part to that about th~ social and ti
also the recreational facilities.. And, of course, the recognition of
some of the abilities of Filipinos, so on. Then after the War, since
way back in 1946 and so forth, theIl the plantation and. the county now
start comillg in and penetrate in the community It That '. s why all the
recreatio11al facili ties today are being provided lJy the Ci ty and COlIDty,
the government. Not all those clays, before the War. And before the
~Var, we created tIlis Oa]1u AtJlletic Association, (Same as OPM) •

AA: OIl! \r\fl1en the U11ion came, w11at happened to your sport groups? Did you
still retain them?

RS: On tllose days, after t}1e lillian came, as I said, the leaders, tIley
become a.rroga11t. ,And they thoug11t that nobody should manage the baseball
team or basketball team except tI1e union people. As I said, I was not
in the union, so I just relinqllish that, and that's the end also.
They're all dead. That's the end of the basketball team. That's the end
of organized program for Filipinos in the whole state of Hawaii.

AA: What can y?U tell me about Harry Bridges and this guy named Hall?
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RS: There's 110t11in.g derogatory agaiIlst t11en1, bllt by golly, tI1ey did a
\vOllderful job to enrich t11elnselves wIlen tI1ey orga.llize t11e wlion.
Because after all, when you organize a union,it's a business.. It's
~ business byitself« And when they were able to organize a union in
the sugar, t11at means more million in their pocket. And in order to
protect you.rself and protect your union, you have to be very blWlt.
I meall, a militant leader. You have to produce a very militant
leadersl1ip. AIld tI1e W1ion is always tllatway. Because unless you put
SOlne sort of, a militant way of leadership, then the tIDion is very weak.

M: Did you agree witht11e name calling that they were corrnnunist and they
were trying to overthrow the U.S.' government?

RS: ~Vell" see, tl1ey all agree that tIley are commw,ist. A11c1 tIle only way
you can organize a union , you have to llave tIle techniqLle, conununist
tec}ulique to hi t . somebod.y.

M: So tIley did sayth,at they were COlllffiWl.ist?

RS : 011 yes. Some of them, yes. And then all of them. But, I say, i t has
been prov~~ by the court.

M: That they are connnunis ts ?

RS: Yes. Now, even though if they say "'connnunist", but all the leaning
and all their activities all in the commWlist way. Just like for
exmnple, now, oh, I'm not a basketball player. But, my gOSl1, they are
throwing basketball all the time. That's whattI1ey do'. And that's
the OIlly way to organize a W1ion. You cannot organize a lillian tmless
you l1ave some sort of a avenue of approach. An.d your only approach is
militant in the union way. I mean in tIle commtmistic 1vay. You hit
that guy, you hi t that guy. No more SUC}l thing as friendliness.

M: Ull l1ul1. So, really, if you weren't part of the supervisor, you would
really be someone that was agreeable with everything that the union
said?

RS: What you mean? I'm not agreeable?

M: No, it seenlS like you would endorse the union. You would like wllat the
union is d.oing. So' if you were an ordiIlarY~'.;I

RS: As I said, I agree tllat it ffillSt be dOlle. rr11e laborers nl11st'be
represeIlted in a better \vay. They need help to be organized. Because,
as a lnatter of fact, I spoke to t}1e plantation that why s]10uld you allow
strike? Now, if t}1ere is something you know you cannot give it"well,
don't give it even they strike for one year. 'But if they strike and
then you give a~ftenvard, that is sillyll' Now, why don't you sit down at
11egotiation table, I tell them. Now if you say, "This is all what we
carl give." And you are sure that that's' all what you can give II But
aft"er you promise ·them, "Yeah, all I (!al1 afford is' 2S¢," then after they
strike and then you give thenl 30¢, rtomake sense. I told them.

AA: You told who?
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RS: I told the plantation. Negotiate now. I said, "WIlY should youallolv
them to strike?" But, ,if you think that only 25¢ that you can afford
and .llonest in your heart and that's all what you can afford, evell they
s trike for hW1.dred years, you clon' t give it. You have to work wi th
your principle. '

M: Okay. Irl 1952, do you remember a walk"out?

RS: Yeah ..

M: Ca.n you tell me wllat the case was t]1en?

RS: I cannot recall that very much. You know strike is some sort of a
strategy. You know in this kind of' a world now, you have to be very
car'eful because sometimes you got, to put a strike for the benefit of
tlle cOTIlpanyorfQr benefit of botll.. To straighten up the thin.g.

M: Yeah. The 1952 strike, was it all ethnic groups or just Filipinos?

RS : No, everybody.

M: Okay. When did~ you first start t-A vote in flawaii?l,..V

RS: 1954.

M: '54 .. That their first time that could in
' •• rl

was you guys 'Tote Ha\Vall ~

~s: l~O, SOIne Filipill0S. But tllat's first time I was voting. And I ,vas very
strong in politics also.

M: Okay. \Vhat party are you with?

RS: Republican .. '.

M: Okay. Do you remember a Senator Eastland?

RS: Eastland, yes. From Mainland.

M: Wllat was he about?

RS: Well, I do not recall exactly.

M: A110tller tinle In 1958, tllere was another strike. Do yOll recall what the
isslles \vere?

RS: No, I do not' recall that period.

AA: You don't recall a strike in '58 at all?

RS: No, I kll0W. A stril(e. as I said again, is just like a very routille tIling.
Bltt as I said agai11, that strike was very s110rt. 'As only to straighten
up the union side. So it's not very damaging in a way. They blOW that
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they can comproTIlise at the last. You'know, some, these lillian leaders,
it is just to give them the idea t}lat they won, yeah, or somethillg,
so they just strike for little things. As I told you, that is very
hard to understand now, because sometimes, tlley say they hate one .
another but in' ·one comer they have been eating. .

AA: TIley were eating?

RS: Yeah, eating tllere. And they have been socializillg tllemselves. The
big boss of the plantation and· the union gllYS in tIle back. Yeah.
They shaking hands there. They drinking beers. They drink whiskey
there. .

AA: Okay.

RS: No. I

AA: Okay.

~Vhat have you to say about the statehood of Hawaii? Nothing?

think sta~ehood is one of the good blessing for Hawaii.

RS: Yeah. That t s a good blessillg for Havvaii. Because, as I said again,
on tIle early days, you cannot blame the BigFive . It's controlled by
the BigFiv~ so to speak, because those are the people first at the
time to start the business here. And then we canno't blame them. But
1. think we llave to give them a good blessing also. Becal~se witllo'ut
thenl, Hawaii is still a jungle, right. And yet, just like natural
things. Jealousies come in even to the best of tIle family. Yea}l.
Some jealousies. And jealousies come in and so forth. And so, tlley
were gradually adjusting in accordance wi th the progress of the ,collntry.

AA: Didt}le closing of the Ewa mill or tIle Kahuku mill, did they affect
you? lVhat are your feelings about the closing of the Ewa and the
Kahuku mill?

RS: OIl, that's very natural in business. You see, in business you are here
to make mo'ney . Now, you have no business opening your business, or
contilluing YOllr business if you dOll' t make mon~y. Because you have an
obligation to)lOUr stockholders. But anyway, by closing all those
tllings, all that's for tIle b'enefi t of tl1e stockholders. Because if you
l1ave mon.ey there, you don't allow yourself or so to con·tinue without
laaking money. '

AA: 1Vell, in tIle case of lVaialua, wllere do you think the future of sugar is
in l\Taiallla?

RS: Now, so far as the sugar of Waialua, this is my prediction: Hawaii is
very· small. All rigllt. l~O\v, the ftlture, about twenty years from today,
I have li ttle doubt whether we can I find the sugar indllstry in the whole
state of l1awaii. Now, in Waia.lua, I just give you an example. When
you go in business, you are here to make money. All right.. Now,
Waialua Sugar Company, I have a very big doubt. I give my reasoning
before that is the part of the Castle and Cooke business. In 1946,
way back in 1950, I'll go beyond that, that w'as twenty years. ago. 80
percent of tIle business of the Castle and Cooke are all in Hawaii. 80
percent. t~ow, all in Hawaii in sugar, pineapple, and some sort of
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Only 20 percent now here in Hawaii. Now, that stand to reason. now,
that if tlus 20 percent is dragging th.em out of the income, now who's
going to stop tllem to transfer? 'To sell this out and put their
capital outside? ' '

AA: Okay 0 But what happens to the people that work?

RS: For example now, you are removingtheAnny fronl Schofield. Ol(ay? Now
you say \vhat happened wi tIl the people that working in there? Th,ey
moving out. So gradually, there will be a. transitional period. Just
like in Kollala. Just like in Kahuku. All right, just like in Ewa.
Ewa.Ewa has been a.bsorb'ed' by somebody else. Kohala" And lot of
lVaikea. NatalI sugar plantations already movedp Ollt ~ So, 1101A!, this
one now 11ere, through tl1eperiod of transitional period. Now just
give yOll an idea. Waialua .Sugar Company used to have two thousand
employees. Now you have only about five., four hundred something. You
see. What happened witIl those thousand five hllll,dred? They someplace
else.

AA: They're on welfare. (Chuckles.)

RS: No. Ihey are someplace else.

AA: How many years ha's the plantation been here? About a hllndred.....

RS: No., jllst a hundred and twenty-six. Because they organize in 1880 or
somethillg. .

AA: Th.ere are a lot of people here tllat arrive~ in 1930' S, 1920' s that
11elped to make the plantation what it is today. I mean, it's the
number one in Hawaii. You could almost say that. Don't you think that
people have a voice in the plantation? TI1eir life depends on it if you
say ,for instance, in the next twenty years tlley're (plantation) not .
going to be 11ere anymore. .

RS: lNell, tJlose 1)80!-1le who are working now, average plantation workers
who are working now, twenty years from today, they are no longer here.
They're all under social security.

AA: Their sons? Their families will be here.

RS: S0115 , 50111e families are not employed I1ere.

AA: tv105 t of t}1em. are.

RS: No. YOll 1001< at t110se people 110\\1 today. All right. For example, now,
you look at the Baysa family, right. I'give you an average. Baysa
family. How many employed by tIle plantation? 'Only one.

AA: Their father?

RS: Retired.
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AA: Retired? No one's employed then.

RS: Only their son, one son. Baysa. Danny." In the office. Now. Okay.
I just give.you another in.stance. No\v, T. give yOU\ anot}ler family .. The
B'aitlon, those old timer here . Baitlon family.. Where are the son?
N9 more.

AA: How many sons did Mr. Baitlon have?

RS: rrhey got tllree in tIle family. Two sons aJld o~e girl. TIle old-tilHers.·
No\v, we jllstmeIltion old tilners. For example, ill Kawai loa , Albios,
the oldest family. Only one son work in the ,plantation. Bobby. All
the family, they all oft.

AA: Okay. But say, for instaIlce, you did have a son. What if you had kids
that weren 't a.bl~ to go to sch.ool and tIley are still work.ing .here?

RS : You see , if everybody have a sol). - - - for exmnple now, an average boy
today now is about 4S years old. Twen.ty years ,from today, 65. Retired.

AA: Yeah, but, you see, the ordinary laborers, some of them are college
grads.

RS: Ihat' s right 0 Co,llege grads. Okay. That's WIlY I said in everybody,
tIley have tIleir own free will of going where they like to go. Rigllt?
Now, as a matter of fact, th,ese people' in this plantation now is too small.
Compared now to the all businesses of tIle whole State of I-Iawaii. Now,
if thi's area llere, becallse just only the W1derdevelop area now, from
SUJlset Beach up to Kaena Point, t}lat's the only stagnant place no,v. Is
\rery donnant . But tIle nl0ment tIley start developillg this, all the
plantation employees not enough tob'e employed in this area.

AA: You mean you'll needmore people to come out?

RS: Lot of people come in.

AA: Ok,ay, but once you start developing an area like tIlis, won't that
createprob'le/ms for the whole area?

RS: No, no.

AA: T'hey're going to have to build'bigger roads..And we'll turn into a
~\Taikiki .

RS: All right.

AA: Isn't that a problem for you?

RS: ~\Tell, 110. Is no problem. Because you cannot stop progress. That, I
believe. YOll cannot stop progress. You like it or not, you have to
builcl up roads. You cannot stop Waialua to be by jW1gle isolated one
COYl1er. Calul0t. Because very soon, they're going to open that 'through
the other side. Kaena Point. No, you cannot stop.
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AA: Are you all for progress in Waialua-Haleiwa then? You don't want to
stop it at all?

RS: No. As long as it is avery natural progress. Natural progress
meaning t11at as the progress tIle whole area is comb'ined into one. Not
one isolated thing here, one isolated thing. I do not stop progress.

AA: Okay. vVhere do you think tourism is headed in Hawaii?

RS: Now, if you are a tourist, youask-tllis way. If you are a tourist, well,
the first thing you want to' look...

AA: Vvaialua? (Laugl1s)

RS : No. One is a beautiful beach and beautiful 110tel and be.autiful
surrou11dillg. Any tourist.

AA: But tllen t11at's a fake para.dise.

RS: Well, people are 110t coming down and buy paradise.

AA: Hawaii is paradise! Hawaii is Waialua!

RS : I know. YOll call 'em paradise. No, no. They are n.ot buying.. 111at' s
tIle reason why Makaha is being all broken. I mean broke. Because
the beach is very far. They dOI1't wan.t to stay ill the jUl1g1e. TIley
come dO\V11 11ere to see good beach, good surroW1dings, an.d good hotel'.
And good nightclub.

AA: Like w}lel1 th.e plantation closes dov\rri in the next twenty years, what
will the leading business be'? What do you foresee?

RS: Well,. this will be a business center. Because, you like it Or not, the
whole Kaena Point will be d,eveloped. In the whole Kaena Point, you can
take care about forty thollsaJ1d, people. Forty thousand people. Andthen
)'011 call clevelop SaIne hotels rig11t l1ere. To take care. T11e h.ote,l. Then
t11at will take care the '\'\Thole surplus of ·th.ose laborers who don't have
no job.

AA: Okay. But don't you think about exhausting· our naturctl resources and
thillgS like tllat?'

RS: lVell, )TOll have to.

AA: Then lvhere \vill you get your next. , .

RS: 1VeIl, t11at' s tlle reason why lot of the educated people even in Hawaii
they are not ill Ha\vaii. Lot of these people in Hawaii,. th~y buy la11d
Arizona, t11e"y buy land ill California. They are buyin.g land in Alaska and
sq :fortll·. Just like the Americans (plainlanders) are cOIning to Hawaii.
Some of. tllese people here, they are now in California .and so forth. So,
that is by nature, it will come to by l1atural transition. That's my
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personal thinking. Becallse on tllat belief that, as I said, Castle
and Cool(e is a very b'ig busi,ness. Belong to tIle New York Stock
Exchange. And these people WI10 belong 'to the \New York Stock Exchange,
all w}lat they are looki:ng now is the growth of the dollar .

AA: Growth of the dollar?

RS : T11e growth of the dollar. TIley don't care who and who is being l1urt.
They don't look at you, nEh, .my d.dllar don't grow, but I pity that .guy."
No.' 111e. growth of· the dollar ..

AA: Okay. Well, let's go back a little bit. 111e Inanagement and the
ordil1ary laborer, did you notice any difference in their lifestyle?

RS : Today and before?

AA: Say, l)efore tIle ~Var. What are your feelings about?

RS: Plantation? ~v1al1agement?

AA: Yeah.

RS: Well, as I say again, on those early days, becallse,' after all, business
is people. And people is business. A11d the most important tI1ing in the
progress of ,a business is tIle good public relation. The public relation
Jneaning that every ethnic ·group sh.ould be respecting one another . -
Okay. TIlat, is, we are talking '110W abollt Filipinos. Now, a public relation
is two wa)T. Not only one way. You do not expect tllem. to corne. to you and
sholv you all the courtesies al1d so fortIl. You have to go to them, too.
Now, pLlblic relation is you have to come out amongst peOlJle. Now, one
of the problem on those days before, i11 tI1e early days i11terracial
relationship before was very poor. Because we don't have enough
people to associate wi th otIler nationalities. And the same time,
before, the plantation people, especially tIle' so called haoles in the
early days, well, they segregated themselves. There such. thing as
haole. camp. There's such thing as Portuguese camp. There's such thing
as Ja.pa.nese camp. There's 5ucht1ling as a Korean camp. There's such
a thing as Filipino camp on the early days. That was. But now, no ..
Everybody now nlixing wi th one another.' Especially school. Students
here no\~ is better than the average studeIlts of the other nationalities.
r"JO\V, especially, \,ye llave a very good mallager here, thank Lord. A very
go'od mallager. And thel1 l1e associate }linlself with everyl)ody', and he's
dO\Vll-to-eartl1 nlall. And t11at' s wh.at change a lot. l'11e only thi11g ll0W is
that. we' d.011' t have enough. FilipiI10S who call corne forward and associate
th.emselYes and go out from their TIlltsllell CI That's the most lffifortunate
thing. And- I Ilope that the Filipinos will wake up, because as I said,
w11en they comprise the 65 perce11t of tIlis connnunity, northshores they
supposed to be the leader oyer here. And yet, the unfortunate thing,
they are being led by somebody else.

AA: It\lhy have yoUc.l1oseto stay in Waialua and not move?

RS : Well, the idea isth.is. Everybody 'is looking for better opportlUli ty,
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r.ight. And better employmel1t. InWaial~a, I have a fair opportW1ity
]1ere. I mncontented with my position, U11til finally, I took my
early retirement, becaus:e I can paddle my own canoe andnm ,'my own
business. '

M: If you cOllld say that vVaialua is successful be'cause of one factor, .
what WOllld~ that be? ~Vhy do we produce the best yields as far as sugar
is concerned? .

RS: Well, very simple. Techllol~gy.·

M: Technology? But aren't all the plantations given the same technology?

RS: "VeIl 'I you see 'I ill technology, no matter how mU.ch techllology you have. if
you doil't 11ave tIle proper sOlI, proper envi ronment ,proper~ location. '
Because, as I said again, it's by the natural resources of your soil
that COllnts. And your weather. . .

AA: Okay,' so for Waialua, you \vould 'say location, soil, and water?

RS: Yes. Yes, water. And, of course, technology is the most important
thing. 'leah,' know-how.

M: What about man.agement?

RS : lVell, manageme11t l1as nothing to do wi tIl it.· Because no matter how good
your maIlagement (is., if tIle sugar will not go to the sugar cane, then
YOll lJroke .. .Al1d the sugar, youknO\V what one of the agriculturalists
told. me? tIe said, "Everybody can grow sugar can.e, but 110body can Pllt
SlJgar cal1e.~' Yeah. By nature, so only nature can put sugar in the
sugar cane.

M: What can you say was the most significant thing ,that has happened to
you in the past 15 years?

RS: The most significant is in. the last 15 years is when I qui t the
plantation.

AA: Your transi tion from working to doing what )TOU like to do?

RS: That's right.. Yeah.

M: Right. Okay. This convention that you went to last week? ~Vhat was
it? Can you tell me ~b'out it?

RS: That is the Republican National Convelltion. The Republican National
Convention, that means every state, they choose their O\Vll delegates.
Now t110se .delegates, those are the one to choose a candidate to nm
for president.

M: Wl10 did you choose?

RS: Ford.



AA: ~Vhere was this convention at?

RS: That is in Kansas City, Missouri.

M: How were you chosen to be a delegate to' ,represent Hawaii?

RS: ~Vell, every senatorial district, they have to have some candic1-ates to
be a del,egate. And then, fortlmately, I was one of them elected.

AA: How mucll are there from 11awaii then?

RS: In Hawaii, is 19 delegates.

M: Again, were you the only Filipino? (Laughs) No? Yes?

RS: Yes.

M: Yes? Oh WOW!

RS: Tllere' s one alternate. TIlat' s the one Leilani Ayson. From Hawaii.
Honolulu.

M: Okay. That's about it.

END OF INrERVIE~V
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BIOGRAPHICAL Sl~1MARY: JOSE TANfOG, hasu fanner

Jose Tantog was born in the Philippine Islands in 1906. At age 18,
he and his new bride were accepted by the Ha\Alaim Sugar Planters ,. Association
to come work in Hawaii .. His first assignmellt was at Aiea. Witllin the
year, he broke his contract by quitting because the field work was too
heavy. For the next ten years he contracted with Waialua Sugar Company
to gro\V" calle on. Ilis own but could not eaTI1 enough money to feed Ilis
six cllildren.. Subseqllently, Jose held a variety of jobs, including
pineapple andCOllstruction work.

In 1946, Jose bought eighty acres of land to fann hasu in Haleiwa
where he still lives. fIe decided he would not go backt()the Philippine.s
and. so got his citizenship in 19Sf.
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Tape No. 1-26~1-76

ORAL fIISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Jose Tantog (J'I')

JLlly 7, 1976

Haleiwa, Hawaii
BY: Pablo Lazo CPL)

PL: ffhis is all interview wi t11 M1~.' ;Jose Talltog at his fa11TI anI-July 7,
1976. ffapc 26, session one. Okay, Tata, how did you find alIt about
the jobs here ill,Hawaii?

,JT: Well, beforeT rnarried in the Philippine Islalld ,in 1924, T hear
all those I-IawaiiCl.ll-FilipillO that came frOln I-Iawaii and they look
neat. ffhey look nice and, you kn.ow, everything is neat. Differellt
fronl 11S t]lall before while we were poor, eh. 1'hen was happen I
ask them, "I·low come in, Ha,waii, what kiJld of living, 1>eo1)1e5 jn
lIawaij?" So, this guys told. me that in Hawaii if you are not lazy,
yOll always call live and you can always bl.ly if you have ill your
lnind to b1ly sonlcthiJlg. But tIle point is )rou have to i\~ork. So
T figure TIlyself, "Work! I can work,yeah." But of course I was llot
married yet that time ,and when I meet t11ese _people I cannot come,
b'CCal.lSe T'rn 18yea.rs old only.

PL: Oh, I sec.

JT: Yearl. ()Illy twenty to 21 can caIne, bllt below that, unless if you
aTe married. So I wen married my 1\'i£e.

PL: Oh, you got married when you was 18 then.?

J1': Yeah. 1 was InarriedwlleJ1 I was 18, me alld my wife. So that 1
figure r ca11 go already beca'use I lJelieve what those people gOi11g
back Ph-j lippine Island., I believe is little bit better than in
our place. Becausewherl they canlC, they came wi th, you know- -
surprise me all what belollgs to them tllat tilne. So I figuJ~e,

I told Iny wife, '~1ore l)etter we go Inarried arId we go fIawaii."
And lIly wife said, "Oh, if that is if you like, why not?" So we
Inarried (Jetobel" 1924. We Jnarried ill ()ctober. .So October, November,
l)cccrnbcr, I went to the irmnigratioll station. So I met tIle agent
over there.

PL: Oh, the agent fronl ....

J1': Sugar Planters' Assocation, yeah. So Sugar Planters' Association
sent some agents over theretO pick up all those guys that can depend
011 work. 'So I figure I was strong, you kn.ow, arId I call work.
So if all those guys that I sa\v that went and eonle back 'vi th something,
maybe I can too, eh. So tl1at month we went, Decenlber 1924. Just
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t\vO lTIonths ago, we get TI1Cl rried, you know. \Ve COIne. So \vhcn I went
to tIle imlnigratj on, alI tIle clleckers check up OllT l1ands, ell.
\V118t kind l1and \ve get. Only bo1akbol }land or what, ell.' So theyr
said, "Oh, this one, tJlis one is good. You call. W11at jobs you
are doiJlg at home?" Well ,I said, "Plowing', 'weeding, harvesting-
Corn harvesting--like that." So he look at yqu, Y'Oll kll0W. l~e

exanline you, 110W you are, 'you know. Then if you are lucky,
okay, yoti stay on the one sidce rrhe 011e they di~ualifie(1,tl1ey

sen.cl 'enl home because nlorc worse if they get da kiJle skill11y body
l'ike that, or, you kl10W, the weak moving. No CDTl CaIne Hawaii.
So that Jl1ont'h, was okayed to COllie Iiawaii. An.d WllCl1we rea,ell to
~1anila, we were stationed therefor 18 mOllths. No, 18 days.

Jrr: Ir1 ~1cHlila, Yea.h. I don't know \vhy. T did not a~k that, but
we \vere there. We were' jn the Malli1a iInmigration for 18 clays.
l\nd after 18 clc,!)'s, we rid.e boat to China. c' fro Shallghai. Fronl
Sharlghai to HOll_g Kong, and then Japan. rrllatis,·Kobe a.nd Yokohanla.
lVelvcnt O\Ter t11at place.

AIld on the trip froln Yokohama to Honolulu,\vas happen was rough,
you know. So TI1Y wife said, "Go get 'vater for drink." So I went
up and get water. But plenty Filipinos taking a bath on toP,You
kl10\V. Alldthen, they go do\vn with wet, eh. They still wet. they
go dOW]l 011 the step. So the step was hap,pen wet. Al1d I never
think of that that T carl be- - -that that can happen to me" you know .
So wlthfirst stop on. top, an.d I go down like that. I slip rjght
through to, the ['loor. And happen was I damaged Iny elbow. My elbow
was rotten. I w'as operated, wlli leI was ill the boat, yet, while
\tVC were sailing to 'Honolu,lu. So when I reach over here--tllat is
in the month of .January, now. We sailing up this way from Yokohama.

PL: 011, you mean }rOlI left Manila Decembe'r and then, by the time you
reached.' here, w'as what?

JT: 011, "yeall, HonoluJ,u. March.

JL: Yeah, abollt March. Over there, we Teach. Sowhell we reach oV'er
there, thc"y take TIle to the Queon' s Hospital. My wife was ill the
irmnigratioll and they brought Inc to t11e ho~pi tal. So they give me
the treatment over thc'rc. After that, I was waiting for tIle day
that they will send me to theplantation. I li'ke go to' see the' job
3.1ld work like that, eh. But In)' ann was 110t able to work yet.
So that \\las hapPc11 that the doctor, every mOlll ing he come to TIle.

hl1en In)' arIll \\Tas getting \\Tell already, he try to tell me to practice
your arlTI, to 'reac.h the right arm to my right ears o'ver 11ere. And
thel1, after that, I catch 'enl. rfhe second 011e, they try again to
my left ear, to catch with the same hand, left hand.

PL: Oh, I see:

{J1': And after that, okay. It's okay now, but one I1101'e. 1'0 catch



YOllr left Sholllder \vith )lOllr finger. But I bill try . I fI let
go my }lclllCl, I' 11 try wi th my l1and alone, cannot. So he try to
pllSh, push, like that. Still no can give. No call go inside.
Because it's healing up like that. So ~1at happened, one morning,
the doctor came agaill. So he said, "Give me YOUI' ha.nd a.nd relax."
So I just give m'Y }land like that. One tinlC, he push 'em. Ptlsh
'c!TI up to Iny Sholllder. Yea,h, the IJlood came Ollt. It's cllt IIp

again.

PL: Oh, your wound cut up.

JT: I figure, I tIlink tIle doctor \vallted. to break it off agaill, so we
got t.o get used to catch tIle shoulder over here . I ,vas TIIad
at hinl,because it's already cure and. then he cut 'en1 offag~ill, ell.
t-Tust like lle bin cut '~m up. So I swing tIle doctor out, you kl10W.
I-Ie was thro\t\lT1Dut.

PL: rnl, you hit· the doctor?

JrT: Yeah! He was holding my belnd, ell. ~Vhen I see the blood shootil1g
oLIt, 1 SWillg 'em out.. "What killd doctor? What killd' is this now?
It's already curing up. You know, that it's cure up already,
al1d why YOll PllSh 'eiTI hard- like that? Look, tIle lJlood corrIe 'out again!n
So T swillgnlY arnlawayfronl hinl. CR.ltside, the doctor ,was thrown
away to a.bout five feet to ter: feet away.

(PL laughs)

tJ'T: Yeah. T said., "\Vhat do you waI1t?" "'Don't be disobedic11t," he .
said.. I said., "I'm ll0t c1isobcdicllt. I don't know .ifit's good or
Jl0t good. But the way how I look now, T know no luore l)lood
already. It's not bleeding, t}lis cut. But now, it's bleediIlg
back tJgaill. I-Iow can I go work?" "So what you like?" ll~ a.sk me.
T said, "Well, if that istlle case, you better send Inc to tIle
plantatioll." Sotlley send. nle to the Aiea Plalltatioll. When I
y'each over there, the. camp boss like they come meet us, eh. So
every newcomers, tIle plantation oy(ier them, the famil)T can only
clra\v froln the store three dollar h_a1£.

PL: What's that? l'hree dollar 11alf?

lJT: Groceries ..

PL: For ho\v ] Ollg?

,.rr: For anything what I Ileed jJl the ki tchen at honle.

PL: At }10J11e. 9h, the newcomers?

JT : The neWCOTIlers.

PL: Okay. To, start with? 'As not ....
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~JT: To start with, yeall. And thekaukall bag, the kaukau till.
can. Alld then IllY working hat :my, slloes and tllenlJa<:alaw.

'The lunell
YOlI



knOl'l, the small fish, t}1e dried slnall. fis}l. Iriko., like tl1at.
~;1lnlgo beans. T\vo sInall pot for me and my wife. And then the last
aIle, rice, too, but the rice was late. Yeah. If I knew tl1at that's
all, and if I remenl1Jer the rice, they WOllld be no good. If
smal] , I l1ave to pick LIp more rice than anytl1illg. But I was
mistakerl. I was forget all abollt that. WheTl 'we COTIle to the rice.".
(SOUl1d dr·owns voices) ... small rice. 1'hat stays wi th us for aIle
week, the tll} rtycellts rice. No SlICh thing hard cooked. All
soft rice only. That's when I start crying, SCJn. Oh., I hope,
1 think I better send :1 etter to my father to seIld. the ticket so
we call go llome. Because Icarul0twork. Because my hand; come
stiff again.

PL: Oh, I sec. And they only gave yOll $3.50 from tt.lle store?

J'T: And I CallTIot draw some Inore because I 'm not working'.

PL: Oh, oh. I see.

JT: Yeah. 'So lllCky thing, happen' was IllY next neighbor was asking me
if where I come from. So I told him t]lat we came from the town
of Karkar in. the prov·inee ofCebll in the harrio of Peri lug .
"Oh, I alTI Karkarallon, f' he sa id. "See, I cometrom Karkar, too,
l)u.t I, s ta'Y i:n Baraca. So good, JIO, we meet again over here. tt

I said, "Yeall." 'So he ask me,this old man, he ask me, "1'llis one
week ,what are you eating?" Said, "Oll, t11is one only. Naglugao
lugaolang. Only tllis soft rice, becallsewe no more enough rice
'to cook~'-- And T no ca.n go down to the stare and pick· tIp SOITIe more.
So \'\1e stalld by \vi th t}lis soft rice now." Said, "OIl, the poor thing.
More IJetter if yOll don't mind in f-Iawaii ,plenty da kille Filipinos
over here. Plenty blltO buta, yOll know. Some, they~ see some
ne\vCOlners witII wahine-,-they -fool around the wahine like that. But
I'm advising togoto stay 110me wit}1 us.sinceyoli-get cut, you get
trouble on your ann. I \vaTlt you to meet my house.'" So we went to
this hOllS e·:

But tllis aId mall, I never know that he is related to my wife.
When \~e start talking, after he introduce his wife to my wife, then
we ask him to- - ·-·the wife told him that, "T married this .man from
Karkar in Baraca, and his name is Calliete. And then the mother
is living in Periluz. 'fhe a.untie is in Pc-riluz, too, and the 'name
is IJim.itria. And the uncle· is rriIHoteo." But that is the un.cle
of my \!\Iife! But t11is man was old man. We d.on't know llim, because
he stays I-lawaii long time. And we n.c·ver know that he is in Hawaii.
So I never seen him. So after that, "Oh ,how al1>Ollt Felipe?"
Asking all tllC 11ames of tIle SOIl. "I-Io\"" about Devincia?" "Oh,
stay t.here '\lashing magay, planting tobacco, plantillg com." 'As
all tJle COUSil1S now. Yeah. ftC)h, we are them. Auntie Dimit is
Iny auntie." "So t11at is my arntie, too ~" 'As what my \'life said.
So I was happy I met them. So from there, I eat hard rice already.
Whoo!
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PL: So they help you out, yeah?

JT: ~rhey he Ip me alIt, yeah. But 1 tol d hiIn, my llllcle, "lJ11cle', since,
T cann.ot work, I want you. to Pllt dowIl tIle figure. How fiueI1 you
spencl for u.s living in YOlir home" Because I calIDot work yet. Some
day if I can go work, even 110\\1 much I can give, "1' 11 give YOll.

Not one time, maybe, bllt 1 l1ave to giv'e you that back,,"

PL: So yOll was staying at their house?

JT: I stay th.ere unti 1. I work.

PL: Oh, did tIley l1ave a b'ig house?

..JT: TtAJO hedroom. (1nly the \AJife and one small son. Yeah, and \AJC stay
in tIle other room'. When I start workiJlg, I ask him, "I want yOll
to te 11 lne hovv 1l1uch r have to g'i V'E.'\ you so T kI10\v how T pa'y you, too."
Al1d he said, "J 110 can charge you because .... wIlY I charge you?O
And T said, "No, -j f yOll no charge lne on the way you charge to
somebody e] se becal.lSe \\Te are relatives ," I sa id" "1'}lis is my help
to yOll becallse we cal1Ilot Iive 1ike this if 110t )TOU. SO don't mind
i.E T give yOll how Jnuch. If what you said. because yOll helping me,
I have to l1el!) you, too e U So he said, "{)h, T clan' t know.'" I
clsk the wife. Still don't know. I ask the hllsband, still don't
krlow. So T figllre that 011e month T stay', Ille alld lny \vi fe, "How
about giv'ing yOll $35 for t11e \vho1e busilless? Btlt' I will pay you
this of my extra lnoney, I cannot pay it at one tinle, lJeC3l1Se I
figure no\v, 011e dollar one d.ay, alld tllcn $23 if 'you get 23 days ,you
got $25, y6usee. So we have to eat first of the $25 before I
can get extra." So I told him, "If yOll don't minel, I .gave yOll that
aInOLlnt ,but give TIle time to pay ~you because I 'm 110t Inakillg lJig money. ff

Tell, "No, in fact, I n.o li'ke col1ect,," So I was happy that time.
So I start work cutting seeds in Aiea Plantation. Yeal1._

PL: Oh, T see. SO 110W many months lJefore you could work since you arrive
here, you know?

JI': Oh, T \vorkirl the plantat i all three TIlonthsin Aiea Plantation.
FraIn March 1926,1 \vas sent t11cre to tIle plantation ill Aiea.
And. thCTl I sta'y there Ii ttle over 0118 TIlonth in that flou,se. So that
is AIJri1. An.d then in the month of ~1ay, 1 start work.

PL: Start lvork cutting seeds?

IJ]': C~tt illg seeds anclpalipal i. Makil1g 1ine5, you know, before make
line. Before l1ana'val, yeah. 'Then three months, I \vork over there,
I get hard tinlC, because only $25 if I \vark 23 (clays). So I was
aski11g. I hTcnt IIp to the TIlanager, ~1r " Bob, tlle plal1tation TIlanager.
I ask~1r. Bob .... "What do yOll wallt?" He asked TIle, ch, when I went
to his office. I said, "1 came to liawaij, becallse :r like work but
T never ,be lieve that I calmot tackle the job. Bllt 11ow , I 'm

here in I-IClwaii. I am d.ecidillg Tnyself to go back Philippines.
If the plantation can send me back with their TI10ney, because I
ccmnot .... the job outside is too heavy for me." So, "Can you IN'ark
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office?" I said, "No. I'm only fourth grade in.' the 11hilippil1C
Islands. YeaIl, I c,annot. Maybe sixmontJls in tIle fiftIl (grade)
but t11at's nothing to me. I cannot ,york office." "I-lowabout in tIle
mill? Do you have iri your mind to jobs entries to work in the mill?"
I said, "OkclY. I will try so lon.g no lTIOre rain outside, eh."
Said, "Okay, yOll go to the mill." He was talk to one lUlla over tllere;
OIle .Japallese sta'Y in the bone block w}lere they strain. the sLIgar.
rrlle California sal1d and the sugar go together in tIle tank. An.d
open tIle steam and tIley S}100t out tIle sugar. I sta)1 in that place.
Bone block.. l'hey call tha.t bone block. I like that job.

PL: (1h, but \\Tl1en )TOl1 'f\Tcre working outside, I mean, is it really hard?
I mean cutting seeds?

\

t.IT: Oh, )1ea·h. l'he hard.

PL: Can you tell me more ab'out, yOll know....

JT: Oh, yea]l. Sllpposillg y'oumaking 1i]leS, eh, fixin.g the ,lilles of the
sugar cane plaJlt, eh, the luna- - -there is a checker. The way how
you cut the machine cut like that, eh, how you cut yOlJrpulapula,
how you Inake your line, like that. And you cannot everytime go
ah.ead behind ..

Kaul<:au time, no Jilore one minute. You half an hour. Before 11: 30.
lw-o~--three mjnlltes before 11 :30, whistle already. Five minutes
before 11: 30, stand IIp· and ready to go to\\Tork.

Whoa! \Vc (.Hlly Ccln rost when T tell. bul1shit, "I goes kukai.
I go take a :;hit." When my back is really hard, I tell the luna,
"1 like go take a shit."

JT : Sa'y, "lN~hy you eat toe lTIllCh?" Our boss was Samoan, liawai ia11 gllY.
"Well, no eat too much." I said., "Oh, I got to eat because going
be hllngry again, eh." So that's all my rice only. Our rice OIlly.

l J.L: "What time t10 you start in the morning?

,-rr; 6 0' clock. If it's day work, l.lnti 1 4: 30.. 'As ten hours \vork; ten
cents one hour. Fig.ure tllat. \\l11en you go contract, 3: 30, pall h~na.

Sanle thiJlg as ~Vaial11a Plalltation, too. So froTn there, I figure-·-
by the time I \vas ill the rni 11, I don't kIIOW }10\v TIRlch a hour one
day I get, but in that I feel good. Tn that job oyer tl1ere. I
as1<: ev·er)Tbod)T ill every department over t}lerc, a11yl)od.y like stay
hOIne, 1 can double up. I can stalld for theITI,yOl.l know. T can stay
for them. ,'{ou know that month, t.he first ITIonth thClt r \vellt to the
nlill, Iny tilTIe \vas 38 days. After my job, somebody said, "Eh, this
guys no come, but yOll can take 'em." I said, "Yes, okay. Let me
go~ take my kaukall tin home. I CaIne back fay the place. So I TIlake
38 days, work over. t~ere. You know how mllch I make that 38? I
t11inkwas on] y $42, $43. I don't know. I no care how much one'
hour, you know. .
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Alld then fronl there, still no good, because when after drailTi11g
tIle sand--the strainer--after drainiIIg tllat, we get tinle to sleep
one hOllY, yeah. So we lay down and sleep, you kn01t\'.

OIIe lTlorning was happen when I stand up, when I wake up tosta,rt
t)1e j oh again, I cannot stand IIp. My two legs cannot. I hang 011

my lJody like that. I 'ptll1 one yope like tllat.' I like stand up,
'yeah, I go. clown. ,Sornehody said, ''Maybe you getberi beri, eh?"
So illstead of gOillg home about 6 0' clock in the morning"": - I was
working in tl1e·11igI1t--·my wife, ,I lneet my "\life about 8 o'clock, looking
forme. I no call walk ·fast. My knee trouble. And t]1en said, ''What
happelled? WIlY you no conte hOlue in that time?" I said, "No can.
I no can walk." IJate I go over there. "You see h.ow the time
110W?" Since the time I leave from .the mill. Said,' '011, thi,s no
good then, work night time." Said,. "'011, It}liTlk t}lat's no good."
So I was looking for 'another place to work. So was 11appell above
Aiea·· ,-tl1at's Aiea Heights IIOW. That's Pearl City pineapp,le field.

PL: So what? You quit the _plantation?
,.

~J1': I qllit the plantation, becallse 'as tIle only job I like over there
in the TIll 11. But. if I do 110t quit, 'I llave to go back to palipali,
ell, to the Olttillg seeds.

PL: So you qllit, eh? What year was that?

~JT: I qui t in .... tJle same 'year!

PL: The same y~ar?

JT: Yeah, I think T only get six' Iuonths or seven mOllths ill tIle plantatioll.
rrhat .'..s \vhy T broke my passage, eh .. \1 110 TIlorethree )'cars 'free.
So I \VCI1t to Pearl Ci ty Fruit. When I wellt over there,' before
I accept the job, they okay me, tl10Ugh. But the'y said, .~"Okay,

you come." But I told him, I told the boss, "Befo're I come, I
like see what 'kind, hoe you get. Wllat kind place to work, before
T say, 'Okay, I COTIle.'" So lIe gave me the hoe, the small piI1eapple
hoe al1cl the placewllereto cut grass, no more stone. Not like
Waimanalo, yOll k110W. YOll kno\\] , lVaimanalo faI1n in Aj ca Plantation.
You go cut grass, 110thing bllt stone, you know, Waimanalo side.
Wa.imaJu, Waim.alu farm. So I said, "1']1is place is good for work,
beca.use your hoe no going meet tI1e stone, eh. O'kay, I stay here
one .... "

Was hapPcl1 that the plantation was gettillg dOWll, too, )'Oll k110W, that
Waiallla Plantation. I think about one year, the !?~gE_<.! was give up
alreacJy. So we got to lUl1 a\Vay, because in 1926, I try to look again
because the boss said, "YOll better go look someplace w11ere you
Cal1 '\lork, because this plantation will close up."

PL: Oh, the Pearl City FYllit?

t-IT: Yeah, will close up. So I went this side, Waiailla Plantation.
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1926, I think, in the nlonth of .... cut cane tinle. Start cut can.e
time, I think. Th.Cl1 whell I work over here , I see contract over
there. Growillg cane.

PL: Growing cane?

302

J1' : G~row carle, y'ea}1. FrOlll t}lere,

PL: rrJ1at' S COlltract?

grow cane franl 1926 Ulltil 1936.

JT: Sometilnes, I go clo\vn. We go cut cane after we tooki11 our COlltract.
We go day work, you k.now, allY kind, Jnaking lines, cut grass.
Sonletinles I gO}lalll cane, IJallfoot truck, carry rails. 'Before
\ve have traill car in a field, 'yeah, \ve \vil1 have to go load tIle CCLl'}e
ane1 the rain \vi 11 bring , em down to tIle mill. 'That was our job
before. And after that, I figure out·, fromtl'klt time that I came
tothi s plal1tatio11, ou.r wages come up to $].62'.

JT : Ada)'. Al1d my faIni Iyis getting bigger.

PL: How many ,kids do YOll have then?

J'f: Six.

PL: IJid )TOll have allY kid before you came to Hawaii?

~Jrr: No. lVe just get married .. ·So lny oldest was 1)01'11 ill 1927 iT1
Kelnoo Plantation, Kem90 Camp. KenlOO b'ehind Davis. Dr. Davis.

PL: Oh, your first kid was bOT"n...

J1': III the re.

PIJ: Where? At hOH1C?

\,JT: No, KClllOO farrn. T nlcan, Dr. l)avis' house before. YOll kno\v, the
Kernaa CClllIp over there? 'As where. ArId the11 I -[-i glrre, we T10 can.
NC.C'Jloughollr kallkau. rrllat is in 1932. So I decide to go back
Pl,-iJippine \vith In)' \\Tife, yeah. ""To ask ,nlolley. Btlt T shame to ask
1110ney hecculse T stay lOllger 31read)/. lVh)r ask HIOnC)l for DIy ticket
to lTI)r POPIJa'? So IS}1tllne. I 1101d back. No ask nloncy. .

So Twent to~,1r. Taok, tIle strike leader hefore. J-Ie \vas trying
to seJld all t110se Filipi.l1os that j s out of work. fyom flcHvaii.
If I'nl not mistaken, in 1935, '36. T jaill 'with him,yoll know.
So I Clsk f\1r. l'aok, "If T join what you doi'ng now, until where is
tllis?" He said, "Ulltil Manila only. From Manila, it's up to you.
to go ]10111e to YOlIY own home." '''But I 11ave 110 more money. How can
I go back, Cebu?" We \\Tere in innnigration already.

PL: Oh, you sent .....



JT : We wen go t}lere.

PL: With your kids or no?

JT: Wi tIl my wife. All us, plenty people, not only me. Ple11ty people
no more. There was happen plenty Filipinos come over here whjle
tvlr. Ligot was tl1e cornrnissioner ov'er there. Keep all holding, holding
the mall. The, man come over he're, little bit kapukahi, he thro\v
'em away. rrhat's,why outside people, plenty starving. No ITIOre
jobs, ell. Because tIle PhilippillC Islal1d is shipping, dumping
all the guys wanted to work inl-lawaii. So what mistake p~ople

over here, what Filipinos get mista,ke from t'he plan~ation, the next\
day go. So where tIley'going? YOll see. So, 'raok wa's trying to send
~ -11 +hnc n P; 1 ; n; nne i-h., i- ~1C' n11i- n+ l&Tr'\"Y'lr
\A.J..J.. L,lJ\J~l'\..,. 1. ..LJ....LP..Ll.lV,J L-I1U,L- ~ VUL- Vi VVV.Ll'-.

So I figLlre ev'eJl, theYl if I h,ave work it's Il0t enollg}l, what I ean1.
So I told my wife, "I tllink I l)ettertake you home and then I
come back if I call. So th.a,tway if I have forty dollars, if I were
COIlcelltrate of sending you thatoVCY,TI10ney--maybe$15 a mont]l-
yOllgetthirty pesos in tIle Philippine Islands." So Iny wife agree
that. 'As \vhy Iwe11t. I joined with Mr. 'raok, but \~llen 11e told
nle t}1at froIn ~lal1i la anl)T and it' sup tayotl togahame to YOllY

0\Vl1 110Ine, I will not. Becallse I no more even one penny. No more
one 11cl1ny. How long I stay here in tIlis Wa.ialua Plantation?
If they did not decide to give two dollars in the ellvelope,
I 110 save 1110n,ey"

The time that I 11ave tIle six kids. No can,. No more money. Not
enough foy the store. So I think they pity, eh, the people no
more mOlley", e}1. 'rIley gave me t\\IO doll aI'S ill the envelope. So then,
\ve ha\Te two doll aI'S in the envelope every Tllonth" Regardless, if
you have a big balance from the store. Bllt. ill 1936, ]lo~}ling come
up, bllt only $1. S2 one day. rrhen I hear Molokai again,' it's good.

PL: ()h, you 'went ~101o'kai?

J1': Molokai. 'A~ what tlley sajd", Molokai is good. rrwo dollars a da'y
and cutting plllapllla is ITIakill'g lllore mOlley, eh. So T figure
I thjIlk \\Ie better go try. 'As when I told Mr" Lowe, the section
boss 1'hoT11as Lo\ve, "I'll try ollts'icle of tIlis plantation. Maybe
someJ] 1ace, l' 11 try the best p lantat iOll, so I can Jnake - - - I ha've ellance,
maybe," I said. I just try. I talk to ~1r. Lowe, eh. Said, "No,
no, Joe,," 'As \,vl1at ~.1r. L01"e said. "1)0 not. l'}le tjnle you put
LIp ill this plantation, it's poho. PorlO if you leave 'em., You sowing
something good for you someday Tn here :" Bllt I did not listen that
because I never see, eh" I don't kno\v how trlle was' that. I saie} ,
"lVell, ivir. Lowe, I decide to go. I will try go." So it's relJOrted
in tIle office tllat I am going alIt.

PL: What year was that when you was going out?

JT: 1'hat ,·vas ~Ir. Midkiff's time t11en. !vIr. Midkiff, John Midkiff
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IS t.he manager over there.. So tvlr. Midkiff told Mr. LO\\l'c, "Brin,g
Jose clOWll. "~1e. So Mr. Lowe pick 1118 up ancl go down. So he give
me ad,vice not to go. 1-18 told TIle tllat, "I kno\v how you are ill this
plantation and I know that you will have sometl1ing from this plant.ation."
But r did 110t listen that. T did not listen tl1at, because my
miJld was too strong to go over there. Then \\TheTl second time, he
said, "We11, you go home and think it over ClJld come back bllffibye."
So I went' home.. Stay one week at home" Still no reSlll t that I
gOiJlg stay. So ~1r. Lowe brought Inc d,own again to tIle office.
That's "\Then T TIleet Mr. Miclkiff again. So T told Mr. Jvljdkiff that
I .callnot stay. I tlliJlk I gotta go because I decide to go already.
So in number three tiInes, then he call me in and said, "Well,
it's IIp to yOll n<Dw. If yOll like go, you can go, but I'm advising
you to stay because Ikno"" that 'you get bett·er position someday"
Not right away .. but somedays." But I no listen that, see, aIld I
go hOTTle. And,l thell I pack everything and go to ~101okai. That's 1936.

PL: 1936, }rOll'~ven.t to ...
J'f: No, flO. 1937. rfl1at is ]937, yeah. WheTl I WCTlt overtllere, I

\\lorked good, thOlIgh. I make sOlnctinles tlTreedo11ar, four (1011ar5
a da)! when I go picking pineapple, 11ig pineapple. Then, \vhen off
season, t11e sanlC year 1937, then,\,ye go cut SlIgar. Pulcll)ula.
All(1 then Twas as'kj 11g for go witIl the tractor, becallse thetractol"
job is evel~y(lay., Thirty da)Ts. ~Jo can. So that time, they gi\Te
llS three days. I "vent to ~1r. Jacobsoll. I e,x}Jlai'n, "~1r. Jacobson,
T get six kids with me. ' 'My wife a11d TIle. If GTlly' t11reeda'ys a
week, T canl10t live. 1-Jow a110ut g:iving me a job? Any kind so long
T got fiv'c.orsix days a wce.k. Not if I'm sick, but if T an1 not
sick, r ~v(]11t to work faY my children." So he put me iIlthe stable.
Every day, the mule going take a shit, eh, so we take care the stable,
no,,, .

"PL: This at Molokai?

Sf; Molokai , yeah. Then fromfl13re , Mr. Sumisu, the boss of the tractor,
heavy 8(llripmcllt forenlan was looking for one helper. So I went
l1ccClllse t11at one, hey, 'when 0IJCll for a work, even Sunday working
that time. So T "vent to Mr. Slrnrisu. '

'That's wheTl happen that wl,.i Ie I was driv'ing the caterlJi11ar
with the dash bell'ind anu the driver '\las .... he went to someplace
that he drir1k ,,yater, you know, beeallse ollrkaukall tin is not with us.
Stay h)( the side, eh. So he wen drink wateral1cT-t drive the
catcrIYi lIar, go around. Bllt lJ:ig area, so then, }la!)pell \vas I "vas
smoking, too. 1 ne'ver kno\v that nJY tohacco fly a\\T(,l)' froIn my pipe.
It flc\v cHvay frOTIllTI)l pipe and burn my pants O\Tcr 11cre. f\.nd go
to the opa 1a. .And j·that 's \\lhy ,,\TIlerl th:e fi re COTIle big, l"e11, I was .
on the oilier side, I saw the other side smoki ng, bi g slTIoke and
flaTIl'ing, you knqw. Because the opala was real dry'. eh. So I take
off with the catel'¥,pillar over ther~ I try stop 'em with the
caterpillar. No can. The mOTe the fire corne wild, you know.



So r d,rive the caterpillar away from the fire. Al1d I try my best
to fire-break Inyself. A110l1t little more halfwa)lup, Iny fire breaking
of the a.rea, tIle d.rive-r came. So lnearldhim was Inaking t11e fire
break, e11. Thell wJ1en tIley sa,~ that tIle field was l)llTIling, Mr.
Sumisu and tv1r. Jacobson came. And he a.sk me, "Wllel'e is tIle
fire CaIne from?" I said" "Well, nobody come over here, Mr .
.Jacobson. GIlly meand my driver. But tIle one'who was sITloking is
me" A~nd I know that is my fire, because (that's)lAlhy my pants \AlaS

burned."

CPL lauglls)

JT: "'Tllat is mine. Bllt it's not purposely tllat. ,r kl10W we need the
opala. That i s \VllY we grillding up into. 1-'0 tum it i11to dust or
-dirt -J ike. becaus e we need. But was hanlJen my fire f1 y away wi thout
me kIIOW about, 'as why come }lappen like-L tllis . " So 11im' and Mr.
Slnnisu go· aboLlt a }1ulldred fifty feet away from me al1d they were talking
over there. .

So after the conversation on the other side, the boss cOlneback.
1'he lU1Ia come back. Said, "Okay, get in tIle pick up." So r jlIDlP
in the p-ick up. I thought I was going be trarlsfer to someplace
else. 'As why \vhen we reach to the in front of tIle store, 11e said,
"Okay, down." Sol jump off. I-Ie llever tell me to wait or nothing.
Btlt since I neveT know, too., that I was suspended., I jllst wait for
thenl. Because l' don't know the place' \v11ere togo. I OIlly know hOBle,
bllt I no like go home, yeah. Sol wait, wait,wait, wait. I sit
dOlATIl (on) walk. I was mad already. Plenty mosquitoes. I \\fen
\",ait fronl before 6 o'clock in the afternoon until 10 o'clock in
the l1ight. 1\~lel1 t11e store \vas close, I said, "I thillk 110 luna.
'rhe lllna is sleepil1g at home alread)T." So I go 110TIIC.

rfllat nigllt, I decide myself, "Not11ing. Not OTle day I going spend
again ifl this plantation. I go home. If I did somet11irlg wrong,
the-y supposed to tell me, and if I 'nlpunished, what punishmeJilt
T gO'illg get, they have to te 11 me th.at. Not to drop me by the road
withotlt telling Ine wl1at, why." Yeah, I was IlIad. l'he ne'xt day,
I tbld Iny \vife, "Pack Ul) ever)rthil1g. Pack up." Sally, olciest
one ,\Vas in the hospi tal ,yeall. I say, "JlISt pack IIp. We go get
t11e g i r 1 an~d go hOlne t'o Oahu."

So KC1111Cdy, the second boss, ask me, "Why?" And !vlarcos Atoon,
"Mlat happened?" I said, "Well, this 110 TI10re good system over Ilere.
If I do sonleth~i llg \\TYong, I \vaJIt to k110\~. I \vant thenl to let
me kIIO\v that I do \vrong. If I'm to be punished right there, I 'm
happy to receive any.what yOll say to Inc! abolltwhat T did. ,BLlt not
jtlst drop Ine as a dead dog over there and no tell TIle, 'I going come
back or I 110 come back for you.' And all the mosqllitoes \vas sucking
my l)lood froIn 6 0' clock ill the afternoo11 wItil 10 0' clock. Craz}'~ <I

Is that tl1e way 110W? Just because JI0 more pineapple"- - I told
to the canlp boss, you know--"you just make the man disgusted?
Somedays when you need, what? You pick people like that. You no

305



realize that because t11ebig s110t always thi11king of ..... because
of plenty people, yeah, and you get plenty mOJ1ey. Bllt t}lat's not the
right way. l'}lat's 110t the right way. r·f he·'s no good, tell
~.im that 'Yoll're 110 good.' If he's good, tell him that he's good.
~Vhat 11e did is 110t good, tell him right away so he know. But not·
like that. Dlunp over there like a dead dog over t}lerc." Marcos
\v(lS crying ill tIle wharf. I said, "Now, IW311t·a tT'uck to pack,
to l)ring nlY t11jngs dOWlltO t·he wharf." "l'\lh·y?" I said, "1 going
]nove from here. rrhisnot the way. fThe syste]ll, 'as not how w}1at
I like,ycah. Because T knowth;lt 1'111 ~11ow knowledge IllClI1. T just
went IIp to fourth grad.e, but r know w}1at 1s good and no good.. That
\AJay is I10g00J. The way }10W tl1cy did; Mr.. \Jacohson talk to tIle
Surn'isu, and Sllmisu just come l)ack and. told me go in tIle truck.
\\?nen I \vCllt t.o t.he truck, they dump TIle over t11ere lJy the store and
12-?-u. That, I .now like. I go back."

So tIle tiITle J got the truck, I pick IIp the girl-,-' as the one
from the hospital. l'he doctor saie1, "Slle's sick." "l'hat's alright
if she's sick. I \vill take '.enl hOITle. I 110 like." So I came.
\Ve ride one boat I-Iawaii, ell. B'Llt in safety" Iny girl get safety
man in hospital in thehont until we reach over here.

PL: So ·what year -yOll came back to Waialua?

~Tr: '38. '39,1 thinl<. Well, 'close to '39 already. '38.

PL: ,So what did you do then wher1 yOll came back?

sr : Came back, ·Iook arollndfo r job. Yewl. Look for \vo1'k again,
yeah. And anYlvay ,wIlen all tllose guys go after ]ne in rv101okai, I
f01Jnd thenl out i11 the plantatioll already.

PL: What you mean, "Go after you?"

tJT: Because when I. went first, eh, plenty. guys, my' friend go afte-r
Inc.

PL : Oh , T see.

Jrr: AT1d therl, ,,,hen [ come back, they conle hOTne ,first, eh! 'They come
110me first ..AJ1d T saw thern ill the plantation. So 1 figuT'e I'll
go back, too, ell, plantation. ~VhE'n I went to the office, first
t irne , say, "Jose, o·kay. T' rr11c·y IJicking IIp PCOl)] eno\v , ell, \J\'orkers.
But \vhcn T \veJ1t over there, the-y look the book'. Yeah, after they
look the lJook, they deny TIle. Mra Andersol1 is the man.ager. Next
to ~'lr. Midkiff, was Anderson, tIle boss, when I CaIne back .. And
Mr. Tholnpsol1 , the yOllng·ThompS011 is t}1e big ]UJ1a that time. But
t11eydeny me no,v. But after me, wIlen PilapilCanlcllolne from
~1olokai, they take Pilapi 1.

PL: rrhat's on~ of your friends, Pilapil?

~JT: One of Iny frier1ds. So I believe that they blame 111e that I went
and bringing people away from the plantation because all those guys
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are good workers, too. But, no, I did not. I did not. They
just want to follow me. That's whyhappe'n they wen go' after me.
Bllt for me to invite t}lem to come, ]10. But t11at.-swhat they think,
eh. So I no can get job from the plantation.

PL: So what you did after t}1at?

JT: After that, I look for job. 111 the mOlilling I tolcl my wife, "You
cook." After cooking, I go up to bana.na fam in Mokuleia. ,Wa.lk.
I i10 more car, eh. I walk.

PL: So I mean, whose house did you stay then when you come back
to Waialua?

JT·: 1'hat, you know , that old Federation office t}leI'e? YOll kI10W this
Achiu Lane'?

PL: Yeah.

PL: Whose hOllse tl1a,t?

JT: 'As Federation people before. Federation .... you know, this Federation
people, 'as belong to them.

END OF SIDE ONE
SIDE rr\\'o

PL: Okay, Tata, yOll can continue 110W.

JT: Yeah.

PL: ()ka'y,'Tata, before we go back to about tJ1e hOllset11at you use to
stay at the J~ederation office, before you went looking for anew
job 'Cal.lSe you didn't get into a plantation job, can you tell me
if yOll had an),thing else? I meaT1, your relationship with your
bosses ·at Waialua when you was working in' the Iiantation in Waialua?

JT: Yeah.

PL:' Did 'you have good relationship wi tIl your bosses?

J'T: Not a] 1 of them. Iha've some luna is too sassy, you kl10W. Like
~lr.. SOllza, yeall. ~Vas too sassy,-t11at O]le. Because was 11apl)Cll \~as

Clltti11g cane by 5-A in 11a1eJn3.110, 'Ka11eka side. By there lye cuttillg
calle ill t}1e TIlomil1g. ~Vl1en \ve were cutting cane over tllere, 1 just
stay. I just stand by the workers' siJe, you know. By the ditch
side.. No, one man stay by t11e di tch side and 1 stay three ,or -fOLlY
l1.11e5 below t]1e ditC]1 line, yOll see. TIlen w}len he Sf),W- -wIlen this
glly saw me that '1 just stay eve11 with the thick cane, ,with the one
by the ditch one, they 1)u1l me out from, there" franl tI1e light
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cane alld they brin.g me in the t}lick cane. 11lat' swhat bllrllme IIp,
now. So I said, "Wl1Y?" "No question,. ~Just come w}latever I told,
yOll to go,. you go." "Okay." I jllst.stand up ,from my place, I CaIne
by tIle di tcll and he stay rigljt close to llle, you know. Said, "Go
ahead, ! " rnley sa id, now. "Cut cane behind. l'}yrow i t bellind!"
They said" "Cut '.it dOWll," they said.' "Not pull, bLlt throvv l)cllind."
Tiley said, eh. YOlI kI10lv he 110 like T Cllt and put like t11at, )TOU

know. f-Ie said throw. Okay, keep all cutting. I W3:S opening up,
already, until I hit tI1e bab'y cane. Big aIle like tllis,ell. So
I. Cli t tIle top one time 1ike that. When .' I hi t the s twnp, I throw
lJehi11d extra strong, you know. I hit 'em all tIle chest.

(LaugJlter)

t.JT: rTllat Hlad I was, you know. But said, "Eh,yOll not SUPIJOsedto hit
Ine with, the calle.~' 'I said, "Well ,yOll told me to throw it behind.
You getaway froIn there. I'm thrOW1Jlg the calle behind now."

So I keep all throwing tIle CcU1e, but how lnue}1 I can, I stal1d. No
rno re hal f all hour. f\1a'ybe around tell mi 1111tes only, I give up because
CLlt cane is hard. It's not easy job ,you know. So for there, he
saicl, "You better goholne '" " "1'Jo," I said., "1 conle to \Alork, not
to stay home." I work. Said, "Well ,tool)ad for you if you stay
work today. I no carl give you time for today." T said, "Okay'.
I "vateh this dayr." T told hiJn. "I ,,yatch tllis day that you gOiJIg
10st811 out. And you will know, too, that I going collect this one
(lay. 1 let yOll knowhow I collect this one day from you." I keep
on working untj], pa~ 11~12~.

1
1

11e payday come, I told my wife, "If happen T gOil1g hit this man,
you have to go hack Plti lippine because I going be j ai 1ed. T going
1ick 'em. I gOil1g break his bone." 'As too ITluch. 'As extra bad
31reacty that kindtreatment. To me. I'orne; 'as extra. if I go bring
thi.s hoc handle- -·short 011e-,- I put 'em by the big tree, l)y the old
ba.nk, now. 1 put that (by) the tree. We used to get our pay over
tllcrc. T put nlY can over there. ~11y hoe handle, I get 10llg. If
T .lose that .... ·i f .I have only 22 d.ays, T going lick 'ern. I going lick
'C1TI. SO 1 told THy l\rifc, "If this will happen, you try get yourself
to get bCJck Philippil1e, yeall. And all the kids, yeah. 1'}1is is no
good a] ready 'I" J said. She said, "Oh, no l1eed." My 'vi Fe said, "No
need." "No, 110, no, that's too lnuc}l. lhey are treating us
just like baby. rnlat's Tl0t tIle way 110w. III fact, if the)! tal1< to lIS

Jlice, the JIIOre the people love to work. But froHI begiJlning, yOll
are just l-ikc a salltiador over there. No good, 110 good that kind.
rTlldtrnakcs the IJCoplc'-T'azy, rnorc lazy. But if I lose ITIY one day,
I going lick 'elTI," T told lTIy \'Jife.

So \v11en pa.)Tday· t iJne, 1 have 23 clays. Not one \"'Ie11 los t. But every
1UJla 1)eforc Slll)pOsed to stay there for allY complain·ts, eh. So I
\~ei1t ill frollt of him . "Here! Waha! I get rny23. You no can a.fford.
You no can do that. Lose my one day. 'As why I say, you only mOllt11.
Look m'y 23'. I have Tny 23. Lucky you give me." So I (wellt) home.
When I go hOHle, he was so mad at me, you kllOW, and tIlen
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the next week, we go back our contract.

After tl1at day work, we go back to our contract. Because our COlltract
wa.s almost to tum in, so we l1alla\vai one time; we go out, day work
aIle time. Sonletinles two days, three" days . So 'the next week, we
go out cut calle agcL~n~ By Lewer Camp. Above Ranch place. Besid,es"
this high .school.

l)L: Wllere?

J1': lVaialua Hig}l SCll001.~ So we was over .. there. Our' field boss was. the
father, Mr. Manuel Souza. And our head luna is Joe Souza, the
son. So we start ill the morning cut cane:-Becallse before no such
thjJlg n.o sweat. Wl1ell )lOll start to \~oyk, yOll sweat right away clltting
cane. ~1oro worse, \~e like contract, too, we sweat. \\ie sweat and work
for our mOllC"Y. Sabcfo·re,S o'clock,peop]c crying for wat.er. Yeah.
'rhey start. 'This' side is saying, "Water ho'y." And the other side,
"~Vaterhoy . " 1'henthis s ideagai 11, ''Water boy. " ...Me, I ]10 call,
because I know tl1ey going deli'ver the 'vater, but ,yOll kIlO"\], too
mallygllyslike call, e11. 111e one \vho work fast, e}1. !vIe, I'nl thirsty
too ,but J kno'w tI1ey going come because t as w}1ywe have the sled wi th
water to pass every hOllr. So why we call, why we shout. But no
can 11clp. So some people just make believe tIley llot, you know.
Call for .water . So wIlen T look, 'as when Mr. Navarro ridi11g his mlile
,~it11 a sled behilld, coming to\vards the fal1TI to the clltti,ng area.
So when the boy saw the water hoy, the more they sholltthe water
boy. "t-Iow corne? I-lurry tIP, \vater boy." Bllt it's ll0t that tIley
get mad, though, only fool aroullcl, eh. And then about little more
to reach us'in t.he end of the line, he wllistle. 1'his Joe Souza'
'bin hlhi~tle to tIle water boy and give sigl1al go back to the crunp.
-S6-r look. tIe tllrn around. to the road. I was thillking 11e going start
ll11fr01TI up, ell. Easier for tl1e lTIllle to come down with tIle sledge, eh.
Bllt he no go up on the road arld come d.own. He go' back to the camp.

Oh boy! I was so mad, yOll know, tI1at time aga.in. I talk to tIle boys,
"What is this now? We come, wake up 4 o'clock so 'we ca'n come to
work. A11cl the inlportant thirlg is that while we work is to live, not
to dic. \Vhile\ve are.there, they are killing LIS now over here.
What we going do over here? Why we no go horne aIld .ciri nk our water?
Marc better we go home. rrhis is alII" r'j ght. al read)', yeah. rrhey suppose
to give to us w}lat we like, what we need Wherl\ve areworkil1g llard.
Not to do that!"

~Ve lvait aba.lt fiv'e mirlutes. rrhe \Vatcr boy \~dS hidiJlg over tllcre.
118 scared, too, if he get f-ired b'y the ~Joe, e11, from t11ehead Illna.
But that e'verybody said, "011, more better go home." I said, "Okay,
,~e better go hOIne." I go tel:! t11e boss. I go tell the boss if tlley
call Inc in the office, \ve tell that. lVe going tell them the\~ay

11o\v 'vhether it is good or not. So we \vent. We reached by Haga
Store. Some workers stay by IIaga .Store. In front the school house.

PL: Oh, in front the school house?
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,JT: ~,1r. 1'lloJll11S0n, the lJig boss, h.e nlcet us over there. lIe asked Inc,
'rwllat happened., hays?" Say, ''Well, Mr. 11

11om-!Json , we going hOlne
for the \vater. ~Ve call drink water over here, bllt m e better go
home. Becallse we no like the way 110\v Ollr boss treat us over there.
One reason, past 7 o'clock to 8 o'clock they Sllpposeto give us
water, but just because the boys S110Ut for \\Tater, the water, boy
came \Ali tIl tlle \vater. Bllt ,Joe 5011za bill send. 'enl back totlle camp.
In other words, tlley no care if \VC gOillg die from dlY. So we better
go 1101110 instead of drinking in the calnp. More better\ve go hOllle.
Lose this d~lY." And Mr. 'rhOJTlllS0n said, "No, okay, boy·s. Yougo
backaIld let me see t}lese tJlil1gS , now."

Okay, l1e's the big boss. We went back, go cut cane. Well, we reach
to the place where ouy line was to cLlt, the wat'2Y boy was watching
for us tllere. Ye all. So we drink \Alatel' an d the boss, My" Souza,
the fie.ld 1J05S andMr ~ ThoTnpson was right by the comer on the
r03 cis ide. So \vC S:llt cane every hour, 110\v; every ]lour, the \vatcr go.
B1lt we nev'er kn.ow that 11e was thrown out from the plantation.

IlL: l·Vl10 got t]1YOWIl Oll t.? f\1r. SOllza?

J'1': Ifewas thrown out.. 1'he boss, Joe. Because wheTl the next. day----,
'·on tIle next d.ay until 110W, I no see 'e]n already. rrhat meallS !vIr.
rrhOTIII)SOn lUldcrstal1d W}-Ult I told him abollt. Because not on.ly me.
T no can tell these gLIYS we go hOlne whell I like go }lome. T can go
home 11lysel f, yeah. If I like. But these gllYS fee I the sanle as
1 fecI hecause they follow me. And allY story is this: t-ve are (fry
and ,vc need \v(]tcr. Yeah.

Oh, the next clay, no more Souza. No more Joe Souza. Yeah, he lost
out over tlleI'e and froIu there .... that j s happen before I left the
plcllltation.

PL: rrl1at ,'Vas before you went to Molakai?

JT: Molokai, yeah.

PL: No~v we go 11ack to cIa kine then. WheIl you came back fraIn ....

J'l': 1~)38, '39. Late !Jart. Late part of 1938 when ·we conIC back.
Six months, all, !Jell1uary, Febl1Jary, March, Alyril, May, June, lJuly.
SevClllllonthsold"lmy 110y Carlos. rIc was born all Janllary 10, 1938
in Molokai. So \vhen my hoy start l)i tillg the nil1plcs of my wife's
'hreasts, take 'cnl away from thenlilk, sev·en.lllonths old. 'As why I
get hard tiTHe that time wIlen I CcUllC back, l)ecausew}-lcre tlle money
come froln to buy nlilk? No more. .

PL: So what did yOll cia tllell? You couldn't work at the plantation?
What job did you have?

tIT ~ T jus t go a rOllnd here an.d there. I went to My. Anderson, the bank
boss in Waialua. I take his yard, contract. Sixteen dollars a month,
yeah. Bllt' I spend my tiTHe there SUllday and Et.! hanCl. time. From
3:30 to 4, to 5 o'clock in tIle afternoon. Every weekdays. But
Saturday and Sunday, I stay there all da.y. Th~ij.t' s when I lay my
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net. T kllOW I lay m'y hook for oopu over there.' C=atch" fish.

PL: Where's this place?

JT: T}le randl th.ere, by Anahulu gllards. Anallulu Bridge about.. You know
this l)ridge by the restaurant over there? Towards Kahuku.

PL: Yeal1 , yeah.

tJT: 1'hat 's the big river, yeah. Abou.t there is Mr. Anderson's Ranch.
Dryd.ock statiollover therep . So I ta'ke care tIle statioll for $16
a montl1. And tIle rest of th.e day--Monday, rrllesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Fl~iday, and Saturda.y- -My. Banggoy give me two days.

PL: [Joil1g \vllat.?

l-rr: Behind thc l~alei\v~] Gym, get aIle sugar calle. FiliJYil10 owned theTe
before. 'fben I go to tIle Waialtla Church. 'The llricst gi ve Ine t\vO
dollars a day. 1'wo dollars a day and two days. ., And Mr. Fletcher
ill the dairy, the WajcllcB.dairy before, he give nle t\\lO days. So I
got six days. )leah. I got six da}~s workillg. And plus on Sunday,
my contract $16 a month, ell. But I figllre, T 110 can stay 1011g
like this becallseride l)ike go over there, ride back to Banggoy,
ride back to tl1e dairy, ride lJack the next day to thepr·icst. So
r keep on look.ing·\vhere I can get steady and.in one place, ·too. So
Twent to banana grove, like that. Bring my kall.k3u tin, like that,
l)ecaiJsewhenever I get the j oh, I no need ·wor'ry. I get the Illnch.
] Cel]l start right away. But happen no Inore room. So I went Mr.
Longley.

PL: Longlc·y.

J'T: rrhe boss of 11awaiiall IJine, the boss that commi t suicide three to fiv'e
years ago. So ·he said, "Well, no more job. Pineapple is gone already,
boy, so what can 1 (d.o) for you?" I 'said, "Well, Mr. LOl1g1ey,"
1 told Mr. LOllgley. "1 have six kids, yeah. And the youngest
one is drinkjllg Inilk, sucking milk aTld 1 no more mOlley. Ina care
how lllUC h you go i ng pay me so lOllg T can get sonIC money for l)uy
nri 1k." Bllt he said, "No can. ·Cal1not." Because they laying off
SOIIle peap1c, they g:iving 1. imi t of work, some IJCopl c . rlwo .days,
sOTIlctl1ree days. Not marlY' guys. So the way I "1 ook, .Mr. IJ011g ley
fee 1 \vhat I .feel, ycall. So be send THC to 'rakeyarna pl ace. l'akeyama
in the pillcapple field. So he told me, "You go see the IU:1a over
here. I-Ie can IJ]a.ce yOll ill his IJosition over there. Bec3.l..ise that's
the .only 011e I kllOW I think get little bit more job over t}lere."

PL: Is 3,t \Vahia'\la?

JT: No, the office IS Wahiawa. But that Takeyama is above Ashley
statioTl. Way up . 'As pir1eapple field o'ver tIlere. I-lawai ian Pille.
So I \vCllt over there. So this Bunda, Jose Bunda in Waiallla. This
boy wusnot married yet that time. I1:e was single, young l)oy.
I-~e had a junk Cell', ell. Samet ilnes run, sometimes not. He so Id
to me for six dollars.
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PL: What year was that?

JT: (Laughs) 1939.

PL: So YOll bOUg}l t the car?

~JT: No. '38. I bought the car" hut the car is 1926 Ch'cvrolet.
But a 11 Junk, you know. No more top, but I try call Iny pake
frieIld, eh, to rilll 'em. He bil]_., YlID 'em, you know.

So I ride that car to go up tllat side to Tak.eyanla. \Vhen I ,reach
avel· t.here, that 'swhen I getmadagailltotlleJapanese, yOll know.
Said, "IJapa, Mr. Longley told me to come see you if YOll call place
me in tIle job, lJecause I Ileed. hell]." And 11e said, "You pllpllle!"
lie call TIle pupule. I said, "WIlY pupule?" "Now nOTI10re pineapple,
get the mal1-.-Beforehad plenty]Jineapple, 110 marc man. Pt11)ule."
I saieI, "No, why, you call Ine P~_p'l_t;!~}The boss ask TIle to CaIne.
Te11 Tnc t.o COIne and ask you if you Celll I)lac.e me. I'm notpuslling
you to give TIle if you no mOI"e. If yOll get, ~~r. Long]e'y saiel if
)70l1 can ptJt Ine ill the job. lVhy )TOlI get mad at Inc? rrhat' S 110t the
id.ea. '{Oll JI0 answer my qllestioll. TIle bO£5 said if YOllca.nput
TIle in the job, if you can hel.p me. If there is SaIne V3.CaIlt foy Ine
but 'if no JTlore, just tell no more. No call nle pupuIe." I ,-vas TIlad.
I had my car, becallse my car no more starter, eI1:~-was going
hi t fern witIl tIle, crank, but I come home. I come back.

rrhe next. morrl,:ing, T meet Mr. Longley agai!1. At the office, everYllay,
T go to the office, see Mr. Longley. Was hallpcned his hat, }TOU know,
by Poanloho , 'Mr. Long] ey f s hat ,he IJut be.hincl the car, ell, bC}li.rlq.
the scat. And fly out from the car. I know was froln his car.
Fronl Brodie 1\vo \vh8re the station, pineapple Il0W stay. flawaiian
Pin.ealJple, where the pineapIJle. for the tourist, eh. We caIne
fronI over there going back to Wahiawa, so I follow him ...When we
reaclled before the bridge, his hat flew away from the car, and
I know 'as his hat flew away from the car. T just follow 11im
behind until Wahiawa. When I reacTl Wahiawa, Iwag',hringing'his hat
to }ri S offi ce. "Here's YOUTt' 11a t, Mr. Longl ey . " So he look around,
eh, (H'ld look UI1. fIe forget whc're. "Was insicle m'y car. Where you
fourlcl 'enl?" I sa id., "By Poarnoho Gu leh. ~fe flew away from your
car. So r IJick 'ern, up and sjnce I 'n1 conling, I hring 'em to you."
So, "'I'hank you, hoy. l'hank you. So any news froIn rrakcyama boss?"
T said, "Yeah, bllt he said n'o J110rc." T jllst said no Tnore. I 110

tel1 da kine talk, yeah. I-Ie Tnad at me, "y-ouknow. I saicl, "He
said il0' can-~-- Before neccl, bl.lt no need" ncnv." So "\Vell, it's
pret t y ha reI, boy. Let Ine t}lil1k \\1here I can Pllt YOll dO\vl1. I call
give you the job." I 'said, "Okay, tllank you, ~1r. Longley. I CaIne
back tomorrow morning."

I:very TI10I11ing, I go. Arld thell, next morning, I went again.
VJhell 1 went over there, he said" "Oh, do you blOW this~Vajalua:IRallch

over there?" I said, "Yeah, I know that. I 'was working over
there \vith ~:1r. Joaquin Robello, the cowboys over theI"e." But
not co\vboy, bllt. sornetimes, 11elet us bring wire, 110g wire for 'tIle
corral post for fix th'e fence,. Well, that one was 11nder Waiallla
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Plantation, ·yet. I-Ie said, "()}1, that is no\v lJclong to Hawaiian
Pille ,so that's tIle place I know that I can put you dO\tvn there work,
cut trees. for the cows, fix the fence. And T don't know exactly
how Tnuch job to do O\Ter there, l)ut Mr. Cleghorn is the boss over
tl1ere . " 1 'said, "Okay." "1 want you to go ov.er therein the morning
becallse I talk to My. CleghoYIl tl1at l1e n,eed sonle trees cutters.
Okay, tomorrow ITloming, you report to Mr. Cleghorn again, because
he said to send you over there to Ine. lie told me to send you there."
I said, "Okay." -

Next InOTIling, .I was happy. That time 1 come horne, I was, STIli ling
myself. Youkno\v, coming home time . Because 1 going get tIle
big company again, eh, go work. So 1 stay over there. '111e next
morning, I go over there abollt 9 0' cloc~(, I meet tv1r. Cleghorn
by the ranch ,by the corral. ~1r. Cleghorn loo'kat me. "l1h, good
momin g , boy'." I said, "Goodmo rning, Mj". C1 eg}1orn. " 1 kllOW l1im,
~1r. Cleghorn, you know, but 1 never work for }linlyet. 1 know tllat
his name is !'vIr. Clegl10rll. "Good morning, ~'1r. Cleg]10rn. See, ,1
was ill the. office yesterday and .he told me to come down and see you.
Mr. 'LoIlgley told me' that." Said,"Oh, yeah. I l?in t1.1Yll in my
report that I need some tree cutters. Not only cli-ftcrs tllat
work 011e, two day, Sunday go gamble like that. I like those steady
workers." I said, "Well, I promise to work Satul'day and Sundays,
and holida"ys if you like if 1 'mnotsick,. But if I'm sick, that's
eXCllse to me, I think, becallse I call1iot work. Nobody can work when
sick. But in tIlis cOl1dition I amno\v, if I'm alrigl1t, T work
straight if you like." Then look atnle, look IIp and down. "You
Sllre you' wor'k?" I said,' "Yeah. I work. 1. get plenty fanlily to
SllPl)ort T10W. Alld l1esides that, why 1 going stay home? I like
work, becallse I 'm not sick." Said, "Okay, tomorrow )rou take .YOU1~

physical examination. " We went down T~wa Plantation. \VC went Ewa
l10sp:i tal. So I take my physical examination over there. I was
accepted to work.

Then he try me work that day. I don't know what month was that.
And he said, "OkaY,wllat'is YOlII' name?" I said, "My name is Jose
'Tantog." 1-1e said, "Okay, Joe, I want you to work if you are
110t sick. Sta)T there Ullti 1 I tell ,'you. Stay home, rest." I
said" "()kay, r prolllise that." "Rain, you no scared rain?" I go,
"No. I got raincoat. 'Yeah, 1 get raincoat. I no scared rain."
So go in the W~lter alld swinl wi thOtlt kno\ving of swimnLing, then
1 scared. But only rain, n.o can. T get raincoat, ·yeah. "Okay,
okay, ,Toe." Then I start wo"rk. You kllOW \vho give up?' Mr. Cleghorn
give up.l'he follo\tving Nc\v Year, 1941,118 give up, ~/1r. Cleghorn.
lIe said, "Joe, I knO\V yOll can 'vork, 11ut this New)'ear, T \tvant yOll
to stay home." 1 said, "Okay. I stay' ll01ne." Rest, 1 sta)T hOTne,
l)llt I go up to nlolmtairlS l1Wlt pig.. A11d that's why he kno"\" that 1
call \~ork and l1e can depe11d 011 TIle. too. Becallse was all frOTIl 11im,
nothing wrong; nothing not fulfilled. J\lil done,right.

So he put me in the expE~riment hOl1se. So many pOUl1d of soybean,
so many pounds of molasses, so many pounds of rubbish, tossed "
grass., like that. And water. No limit. Go ahead with the water.
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Alld after tllat, he -look up the record,eh. Everything is good.
All, everything IS alright.

And thel1, \vas our boss , Andrew. I don't know the name, but I-Iawaiiall.
'The ccnvboy, tIle cJlief of the COVVbO)T over here. }-Ie ask Inc onc -time,
"Joe, lean k-il1 this btlll. Bllt c}lcap to tIS becallse we are working
£,or tl1CIn." 1. said, "Oh, J!~ll take ten dollars." Yea}l, tIlen the
otller ~9~!pad"!~~ take teli dollar. T'Jlat' s t:\,venty dollars al1d other one
take ten doll ars, hiIll ten dollal"s. 'As fort·y dollars. TIle blll1
like that long, the llorn. Cheap, you kllOW. P.l.ent-y meat. ·So I
said, "tlowthis one, Andrew?" Nld Anclrew said, "'As alright.
We pay 'ern bum~~. Bllmb}re, you, I let you know when time to pay."
I said, "O-kay." Then that. lon.g I wait. J get the mone·y foy two
\\Tceks in TI1Y pocket. My wife gave me thatnloney·. SO 110W come My.
ClcghoYI1 no caIne. lVe ·pay wheT1 he come, }1C S3 id. tvlr .l\ndrevJ said.
So when I was in a cor'raJ, I' told ~1r. Cleghorn, "When you gojng
collect the mon·cy, M-r. Cleghorn?" "Wllat TIlo:ney?" "Oh, the onc, the
small blll1 we IJOllght." Said, "lVhat?"

(Lallghter)

..51': Oh bo)r, Twas scared, you know. T said, "TIle 1)lt11 that you sold. to
lIS .. " "Am T selling a bull to you?" I said, "Yeah, My" Andrew,
we kil1 'em over tllcre by valley one. 1'}lC wllite face." "No, no,
no. I'TI1.not supJ)osed to sell -the unoinlals. No. W11cn is that?"
I sa -i d , "Abollt las t ITlonth." Oh bo)', T say I think Andrew goiTlg
get nlad or l*vhat. But no call, I)UU a1ready. I no can cha.I1ge my
story cllrcady, hecallsc I thougT1t-that wrlS sold to us good \rVa~y, eh.
So J Figure since he's here, 1 gjvc hinl the Tnolley. It's llJ) to
thcln to give thcoi rs., Bccallse he said wJlen Mr. C1 eghorncomes, 'as
whe·n \ve going get the nl0ne)T to h inl, yeall. Whool)oy! I thil1k
Mr. CleghcYnl \vas waiting, waiti11g, \vaiting for what they get, their
share, what abOl.lt their share. J\ncl no Inore C0111C. ~1ayb~ they only'
h i.d i11g;, ·But TIl)' mOl1ey is there already. I give to Mr. Cleghorn.
)reah. 'rha.t j s evidence only. ~1e keep 'em only for evidence, .I
think now,' l)ecause why Mr. Clegho-n1 give me the master key after
t]lat?

PL: Oh, he give yOll key for whut?

.IT': 'rhe)! gave Ine the Inaster key to go allovor tIle g~Jtc over there,
arld check up the fence It Check ill) the Illolasses. And if there
is 3 fCllCC broken, you come down 3J1d make a report to the gang,
fence gang, to come dOW1l 3J1d fix, you see.

Yeall, and then 'as when A11drc\v get mad, yOll kno\\l. \~hen I get the
horse, 1 get the key, he ask me, "Why you get the ke)T?" "I don't

.know." My. CleghoTIl say, "1 \valltyou to take care the molasses,
look out after the fence. You lookaftcr the fence a11(1 if· sOTIlething
wron.g, you report quick to Moni z." lv10ni z is t he big 1l1na of the
fence gallg, eh. So okay, I okay that. "So he gave me--tne ke·y.
He gav·c me to put UIJ all the TIlolasses. I put IIp a1] the molasses
every cra'pe garh.1ed) like tllat. Arld t11at's all I knowp "Why?"
Said, "No, 1110 like you work for TIle over here." I said, "Well,
if yOll no like Ine, Mr. Cleghorn told me to work over }1ere."
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'That is al)out. ~1ay of 1941. Yeall, ,]lU1C, abollt there, aroWld there.
So I called up .tvlr. Cleghorn. "That Andrew will send me a\vay from
llere. He want. lne to go Punalllu witll my own expense. How can I
stay, Mr. Cleghorn?"

PL : Where' sPLma.luu?

JT: 'PlUlaluu.. You blOW, by SUJlset. YOll kl10W wllere the Army Training
Center over th.ere? Above. That's, I t}link, by Mr. Rusborn' s
place. I-clow can I go out there wi th my own car? 1'wo dollars one day!
"No, no ,Andrew, I no 1. ike. " So I called up tvlr . Cleghorn . I said,
"WIlY AJldrew told me to go Punalllu wIlen you give me the key to
work over he're?" He said, "Yes, I told you to staytllere and
take care what I told YOll. 'Not to go 110 place." So I went back
to j\11dre,,y'. "I talk to My. CleglloTI1," I said. "T l1C1.ve to stay here.
'As why, ',as the reason why he gaye me the key. He give me the t\"o
'horse, B. J. and. Makapa.. Cllange around the }10rse. T'ocla'y. I l)rillg
B. J . 'Tllenext day, I bring MakalJa to chec]( up tIle fence, molasses."
Said., "No. T no like you\vork over here." So I figure, if I
stayT \vithhill1, ,,,itIl no good illside, sOTIletlliTlg going happCl1 , ell.
I call back ivlr. CleghoTI1. "Mr ..Clegll0rn, no sense you let me
'woI'k o'ver here when some of my mell working men over here is hurting
me, hlJrting m)Tself e They got somethi11g ·in tl1eir min.d that they
don't like me. I dOil' t know WIlY. So I think it's better to go
away from them." Said, "No, no, no, Joe. You stay there. YOlI
get the h'orse to go." Yeah. But I figure this kanaka, you know
we scared abollt kaIlaka before, eh.

PL: ()ll, you scared wi th kanakas l)e£ore? What t s that?

.Jrr: We scared them about believing- about kahunas like that.

PL: Mhm. I

JT: So I thil1k it' sbette-.r to go away f-rom them. So I told Mr.
Cleghorn, ''IVlr. Cleghorn, i£ I can stand, maybe I stay, but if I
can find some p]ace for work that no give TIle trouble, I think I
better go over tllcre." So I went to Schofield l)ut that was
clefe.nse jol) is starting already that time. But no TI10re war yet.
Okay. kId I went over there. They take man, plenty man, tIley
like. Yeah.

PL: Doing w}lat? They taking man fay . ..• for what kind of work.

Jrr: ConstructiO!l, building houses, building roads in Schofield,
cllan.ging all big wa.rell0uses . You know, \~here the bOTIlb, when they
December 7, all the bomb land up at the 11angar. That's not all
finished- yet.. ,Some was firlished, but the warehouse that I was
wOl~king t11at da'y--tlle day was Saturday, eh. The warehouse that
we were cleanillg up that day, Saturday, Sunday morning was busted.
All bllmed. We were over there working ..

So said okay, and then, about two weeks after that, they need
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a pusher tha.t call unci.erstand. about Ilocano, riJipillo, VisaY<ln,
this little l)it English like that. Ilocano liketllat. rragalog,
like that, yeall. Because pleIlty Filipinos that tlleyno can llandle,
eh.. SOTIle no can talk.. I was pick up by the pake over there.
~'I tll:ink this man can talk plenty lallguage frorn-Philippil1e Island
l1cople. He llllderstand., and English, }lec311 llnderstalld little bit,
too." So I was there. I was ill that position from 1941 lIntiI
1946.

PL: Oh, I see.

JT : Yeah. So 1 nlake Ii ttlebit mOlley. Over the're, yeah. And then they
put me a fOyeTIla·n. Dollar, aIle hOllY. 'As where I Ina.ke my mOIley.
Overt ilnc, pI enty overtime, yeah.

1'hen I figure ilftcr the WaY, Yokomoto, the Hawaiian lkedging,
he said, "I need. a gang with the lUl1a." So I toldtlle boss over
}lcre I gOil1g (luit SC}lofield, 'cause I got OIlly .dollar half one 11ol1r.
Arld then Mr .YYokomoto, he give TIle $1.80 one 11our, Hawaiian Dredging.
So I moved over there wi th my gang.

Alld then I askedMr.Yokomoto, the section overseer, the project
oversee}". T asked, "We are too farfroTIl the job, aJ1d I get trLlck ..
What going g(~t? What my truck going get if I bring my trllck and
brirlg 'elndown? I cannot a.fford· wi thmy truck price. " Said,
"WeI 1 , £i-1'5t time, use your tTuck alld free of service,- gasoliI1e,
everything for tinlebeing." We wellt over there . After that, tIley
give us the big truck forme to d.rive. Go and COllle 11011le, go. and
come hanIe; like tI1c:-tunt.il 1948. I stay there UI1til 1948.

So frolll 1948, Iny last job is this Kunia Road. YOlI kll0W, from
Kipapa, froIllllp to Kunia Road. Past the Army carrqJGver there_.
You know wllere the in.tersections to KUllia and to Kenl00 .Farm?
Al)out there. l)]lti 1. to tIle gate . The gate of Kunia sid~. rrh.en
happcnt11ey ask al10ut citizenpeople, eh. So Twas not citizen
yet, so they take me out froTH the job, because I am alien'. So
frolll the 1"e, T come l)ack to this farnl.

PL: OIl ,when did you have this faJl11 then?

JT: 1946.

PL: 1946.

JT: This one IS 1943.

PL: Oh, you \vas \vorki ng here 1943?

J]': Ye.ah, bllt' I was working for outside. I just get my pau hana time
over here and Saturday and Stmday.

(InteY·ruption. Tal)ing resumes.)

J1': You mean to say in '46, I have this one .... '46, I open this.
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PL:, Eh, how did yOll sta.rt all t}lis faYlll job?

JT : Oh, I Ie arn. I s a\" the j ob. This guys Japaneemaking mOIle.)! from
this kind, ·YOll know.,

PL: Who's that guy?

JT: George. I TIleall Tanabe. tv1r .. Tanal)e, the olel niall, then 'George after.
When ,the old nlan make, George take 'em, eh. So I figlrre, I look
at his crop outlet-.--Goes to tIle Mainland, eh. And all Filipino
worker, he can get. I think if I rill1 tIlis kind as 1 kll0W about
lalld, work in the land, if I have this kind farm, I can pick up
Filipinos, too, eh. For work, because I'm good to every Filipinos,
too.' Visayan, Ilocano or Tagalog. No such thing 110 more Filipill0S
no like me. The \rvay hO\rv I stay \rvith them before until 110\v.

So I start this 9ne' here. And then I come l~P over llere 1946.
1'}le first strike, I open this over Jlel~e. The mOlley' to be. 1)ril1g to
t}le Philippine Islanc.l all brol<e over here because no can g,o home
already. Sally married. I like take tllem home when lJefore they
ma.rried, see, 'as what I figure wi th my, money. Bllt when two of
tllem get married over here , I spend my money on the farm. Because
I figtlre no can go home a~lready;;

Sf: And 1 know that tl1.at business is rnaking money IJccalIse no more
competition. Only Tal1abe.I-Ie was alone before. rfhen when I come
illside, me' cln.d hiln. Get' the bigger area, see. Now he lose hi~

one. SOlllelJody get 'em.

I)L: How many acres did you start with?

J1' : These two aCI"es in the b'eginning. And then after this.~..

I)L: ,Where is that land from?

~rf: ... th:is 011e froln Bishop, \~e 11, I)lantation. ';Waiallla Plantation,
but 'as Bisll0P Estate land. Lease by the plantation an.d then the
plantation sublcclc;e tome. From 1943, until IIOW. 'fhen I figllre
OlIt, 1943, in 1945 t}YlS thing over11cre give TIle three t110usand
sOTIlcthing. J\lst nlY pall 11ana al1d Sllnday a'nd Sat1.1rday .. ' So I figure
.l told iny w~irc, "I~f ~r have three thollsand in two acres in the
I)rice before, 23¢ a IJOLUlcl,what ITIOrC if we get tell acre? What
~oocl \ve go i ng get if we get ten acre? Fill plellty vacant over here.
PICllty Califa 111'i a grass over l1ere. I go allover t·here. All get
bank, eh. )'01.J Cell1 tell that tllat was taro IJatcll l)cfore, but only
grass now because 110body cultivating the lal1d.• " So T told my wife,
"More better 110 go home already. \Ve stay ]lere." I open t11is one.

'I go to tlle owner, Mr. Awai. "I like lease this one." Said,
"Okay, I give you one year to clean it, then tlle following year, 'as
when you 'pay hundred dollar .... $25 one acre lease."
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PL: One year?

JT: Yeah., one year. Before in tIle beginning that. And then I figure
plellty gu.ys, plenty working people '. ell. So after this, I clean up
this one. I go up agai·n. I go lip again. I get. vacant again over
there. I open again. I plant this one o\rer t}lere. After planting
tIlis, I niove up tllere. After plallting tIle ot1ley aIle, I move, move,
move llnti 1 I }lit below the courtll0use. l'wo sides of the big
ditch.

l'hepake surprise (at) me, you kBOW, that pake over there. "f-Iey,
what kiJld style?" I said, "Filipino style-.-"-Because after I cut
the top, eh, arld I dig 'enl wi th the shovel, eh. Fron1 there, I soak
do \\111 , )rea11, tIle11 after soakillg dO\vll , plant. Plarlthasu. TIle pake
laugh. '" As 110t the way how .. " I saitl, "How?" Saicr;"You kno~
after digging yo~ make 'ern soft until tIle d.eep tllat the hasu can
go. Because you no can. take the hasu l)umbye." I said, 'Why?"
"rroo harel." "J3ulnby~, papa, bumby2' Now' the maill thing is to plallt
hut I figure if I go make 'ern soft ,,y-i tIl tIle malley, l)ymoney power,
I gOillg lose all lTI)l money. And 110 more coming yet.

PL: flow man.Y people did you hire to \A/ork for yOll?
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JT: Samet imes Waialua people . T-en. You' know, foy the first strike
ill l\Taiallla, 'as when I open this. Sometimes ten, 15 people.

1'L: So ,,\That year was that?

JT: 75¢ OIle hour. 1946, yeah. I =figure, "No worry, papa, T know.
I thin.k I l<now, l)ecause no sense we make 'ern soft now and then
the digger ...... bumbye, wIlen t}lis thing give me the crop for' the money,
'as when I dig 'em soft. Make 'em soft." I said .. Helclugh
at me, 'you l<no\v, but when I dig, was raining today. I ~aid,
"Ell,. two CClltS a pound. I give two cents a pound.. " He try go
dig. Dig, d.ig, cl.ig, dig. "I-lard, eh? PoloIoi, you." '.As true.
It's hard., because only eight jllChcs t~get i11 the begillning a.nd
the hasll c'an' go (lOWll 24 inclles. But no Tllore grass already, no
nlore-:-'--'-So I tolcl the pake, "Papa, you watch .. " VVherl we was digging
SOTI1C across l1is llouse--rig-llt across his hOl15e, 11e lal1gh, "no call
take the }lasu." "No, can, papa, can." Then the pull'er start coming
home because'-no can stand' al ready. Hard.

1'L: \Vllat yOll mean by "l)llller?"

JT: 'fhe l)llllcr of the 11asu, the digger. No can. No can lllake m011ey.
rr"lO cents a pOulld.--rI1en I said, "Okay, I give you fouy centsapoW1d."
Yeah, try again. Four cents. Still no can make money. I give
five cents' a POtllld. Still they squawk. I give ten cellts a pound.
Good, yOll kno\\7. Pick IIp all thepLllapula so I know \\Tl1ere to plant.
IllatvJay, tllatJneans tIley llave to dig,' even, you see. That way
is making soft my area.

So I pay ten cents. Make good mOIley, tIley happy. But the lTIOlley
is not from my pocket. 'As from my bagasse. 'As from the hasu.



Bccallse I'ln 110t payil1g thern the haStl that 1 got if 110 more hasu.
So hard ground is diggillg and maITrig- soft TI1Y area. Because --iF-I
going make 'em soft before I plant, I going rilll short. I going lose
all my Inoney. And no Illore for theptllal)lfI a bLllnbye. I figure that
~dca. So the man like my money, lIe going dig 'em. I-Iegoing dig
, eIn.

El'~DOF SIDE l'lVO; 1'f~E II 1- 26 -1-76
SIDE ON'E; 1'APE #1-27-1-·76

PL: ... P-roj cct 'one, tap~ 27, session one wi th Mr. Jose Tantog. Okay,
Tat.a , you can contlllllethenabotJt, yOll know ....

JT: Yeah, that'one over there.. Tllat way when the pake see that hasu
all out, eh,"I--Io\\Jcan t}lCy---yOll get strong hand; eh .. " I said;
"Yeah. Strong l1an.d they get." But 'the ten cents strollg to me
because tIle I)Cople, tl1ey try their best to make TI1011ey, becallsc the
soft place is on.lyone cents a pound. But I gave them ten cents
rrhat's \vh'y' tlleywork. rrhe reason why I make thtl.t, becalise if I
spen.d Iny own money for make' em soft, I TIe> gOi11g get ellough.
1 no gOiIlg get enoug}l, I know, because that way, yOll l1ave to dig
with a shovel. But if I have the crop inside and give hinl a good
nrice. the cro'o wil1. nay 11im. 'As what I fiQure. So I end lIP tIle
fol10~ing cropi all soft~ already. So froID' th~re,again, I mov~ all
over the side until I get about ten acres that time.

PL: Are these al] lease la.nd· or did YOll buy soule?

J1': Tn the hcg'iI1ning, 'as IllY lease, bl.It I l.Jought about sev·en acre fronl
thern a1 ready.

PL: ()h, you bOllg1l t ....

JT: Seven to eight acres.

PL: I-Iow muell d.id you' buy foy an. acre?

t.Jr: Oh, SOlne is .... allnost tl1e two acres there 1S ten tllollsand dollars.
(we r here the four acre incll.1ding tax is rnore. l'wenty sOTIlcthing
th()U~anli dol1ars. On]y this one there humbug. 'rhis one here.
BeCDUSC they know w}lat is this, eh. So T get the house oV'er there.
]'his is cost rorty-eight thousand. Me and nlY boy' cOlnlJine because
r no TIl0re enough lnolley for tack 1C' that, bCCClllSC I gOi11g make Iny
house 011 tIle other side. So I told my hoy, "Stay w.i th TIle and lIS
t\\To'guys blly the Jand over 1181'c." So for Iny 01rVT1 only from tllis
one only, T get almost eight acre. Mi11C onc.

'leah, and t11Cll from that side 110\\1, I retire, I gi\T8 to 111)r bO)T,

my oldest 'boy. 'As alright. I \\fork for my cllildren. They get
enough for work already. I think .... afterall, my boy said if we
have to add some more places, it's 'them to move al ready, becal~se

I cannot., I J10 like. I'm makul~.. I 'm 71 now. I no like move
in th'ere a1 ready.
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PL: So w}10did yOll sell the, you know, hasu?

JT: This aIle is ...

PL: ~o, before, who did you sell it to?

JT: I'm sellin'g tllat i11 the beginnillg to Yanlake over 11e1'e, no. A11d then
I figure, tIle Ll'linaman, too, tIle sJlippers to Mainland. So before
from the begiru1ing until a'boLlt 1969 .... ' 69" ... '65 to '69. Before
but--- -,no, Mr. Kenned)T was .kill ed in 1963. AroLmd that time, our
11asu al ways come down froln thi rty .... every week, come dOWll one CeJlts,
c'olne down. I end IIp to 16¢, 12¢ a pound. ,Because we llsingage11t
now. \Ve give to the agellt, to tIle shipIJer, like that.. So, I figlIre,
how illa1ly years I break even. I break everl, no can. Sometimes I
l)orro,v from the bank for continued expense for to continue the
l"llnnillg, eh. So \vell, I think this one here.

So one tilTIe 11appetl I was asking the bllyer- - Lill lVell Yllen Compally-
"HOlVYOll Sllip )TOllr 11asll?" He said, ''No, I cannot tell YOlI. TIlis
is secret, military secret." I said, "Okay." A11d then, well, how
can lve d.o now this one? So I pick up all this--Yamake, Waialua,
Ala 1'.10ana Market, tIlis prodllcers, and I get Waialua producer.
SanlC thiIlg. Every.week come dOWll. Every "\leek COllIC down. I no can
rna](e JllOney. I nlake·little bit, 110 I110re tIle }larvesting time yet,
gone again. So we no can do this.

So nineteel1 tIlat is when I observecl ill that )/ear, no. And tllCTI
this nineteel1 that was 1957 wIlen, I went to the Ivtainland toobseyve
how tJ1C bllS iness a'ver t}lere, }"OU kno1v. Bllt I get one mell .receiving
a cropo\rer there already. Becallse in.... that Tnan wIlen I get tl1ere,
I thillk Sunset Ill~U ranee, I baug}1t insurallcefrom him b~fore. So
I as'k h,im, "Wllat can you tell me about out let of my crop foy my
farm? I don't have the right olltlet for Illy farlu. I got alnlost
ten acres of plant,and Ino can make money with that kind hasu."
I-Ic said" "YOll wait. I will give you address, 'give your name-;--
give ,111 iJlfo11llation to thenl about how mue}l acre )rOll get, about how
ffluchprod,uct crop you get, how you ship if you like ship, how ffillCh
the price, what qual ity you ship, if you kIl0\v how to s}lip. I like
that info'nnatioll fron1 'you therl I like go send to the (:hines~ Chambers
of ConUllCrC(~ and the!l I 'will tell theln to write to you." So I
said okay~. ()ka)', I giv'c, I COlllC 1101l1C.. I figure all tIle boxes,
the cont~Lillcr, \\:hat size, 1vhat si:c of hasll to he sent, bccallse
I learn fronl the China picking hastl froTIline, eh. So I go ship the
same. But the nrice, we don't know becallse he said, "lnilitary
secret, 'ieh. So I got tl1e box, T gl~t evcl)lt}yi ng . The's i ze
of the box alld 110W I· pack, then I give to tIle O1inaman. The age1lt
of the 'iIlsllrance. So l1e said, "Is this all?" I said, "Y'"es." "So
T selld this over to the Chinese Ll1ambersof 'Comnlerce in Mainlalld.
And the11 I'ro not too sure, but I believe some of theln will call you."
,So I wait while he send around:, I wait over here.
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'rhen this maJlcall, Mao FUllg\ COlllpan)T ,Grant Avenue in San Francisco.
He call me and 11e write to me a] 1 \"hat hc hear froln tllC Ch i11cse
Chamber of Commerce. So that was trutll, yeah. And thell we start
t11e bus l.11eSSand 11e ask me how mue}l tIle price. I told hilTI 26¢.
(Lallghs) 26¢, yeah. But they shipping forty cents already.
So tIllS IJake" he buy frOTIl nle two thousand, three thousand pO'und
ever.y vJeek,-ell, yeah. l'wo thousaIld, three tllousalld.. New Year
tinle, four thOUSCl11d pOlUld.. Keel)' em running because sOlnetilnes
over here'sOTIletilnes come dOWll 15¢, 16¢. So I jllst feelllappy allo11t
the 26¢. ·But this guys, T j an1 thenl up because tlley S11i.ppilig forty
cents ,maylJe or rnore . 'As \vhen the story COIne beca.use tI1CY no
carl sel1tlleir' hasunow. Because of me.

PL: Oh, yOll was sell ing too low ,ell? \

JT : Low. But W}10' sbeen tl1inkirlg that. Because when this Serebano-
you know Serebano, by Waialua Beach Ro·ad?

PL: MhTTI.

Jrr: 118 11as haStl, little bit 1135l1, too. I-Ie give tot}le pake, ell.
But he stopped bU)Ti'ng overhere because tIley cannot sell over
there, yeah.' So tllepake COTI1C to Inc, tIle one whonl I ·sold. 'my hasu
in the begin11il1g. Said,- "I-Iow conle you sell your ha5u like tFlat?"
Said, "Yeah, yea}l." This two guys caIne to me over-here, Serebano
Cl11d hirn. Saili," ~As not the 'vay 110W. Why 'YOll make 'em like that?
You jalTI us 111),"he said. I said, "No. If T jam yOll up, you the one
hiding the secret. I ask 'you first time, I like go even with you.
YOll no lik~. You said nlilitary secret. For get mad, }'OU have
110' 'right to get lnadwith me. I a.sk you first. But you 110 like;
yeah. And then if I'm givillg---if you sa'ying tllat nlY price is
jllst little bit Inorc thaI1 the giv·.ing .a\vay, still you 110 can mad
at 1ne. If I give tllat one away wi t110ut ITIOney, I 'm the boss.
Yea.h." .

(Lallghter)
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JT': "'{Oll h:lve no right to get JTIad at Ine. In. the begi11ning. I ask you.
You ~aid Inili tary secret. And then I sell 'em at Iny price, al1(l
if }'OU get Tnac} at Tne, the seune \\IUY, you no more right. If T give
th.is one to the pake, it's rny busiJ1CSS. Without money, you not
the boss. T'm tlie 1)05S. " So they go hOlTIC, they go 110Ine. rrllen after I

that COlne good, good, good to me, eh .. OkelY , I sel1 'enl to this
IJake over here, LiTl Wen YUC11 • .I gave 'em. "But m'y price nOh', not
)TOllr price., yeall." Then said, "()kay. 'As how nO~J. I h,uy you."
Ok3Y· .

l\lll1 then t}1C troub1 c agaill j s thi Salle. Came out 1ike this, you
kllOW. Long bighasu, )TOU kno\v. lIe cut .. (Long pause \vhilche
demonstrates something.) "Wllat is that?" Said, "No call, 110

call. Not qualified to go." T said, '''~Vhy?'' "Yea}l, no good 'as
why." "Okay." Because \ve dOI1't, eh..Okay , T jllst watcll that Olle.
And then they k'ecp on going again. What happen was he was cuttil1g
good one. Alld tllen just because }le Cllt 'em a1 r'cady, he threw !down



and condemn, eh. I said, "fiow a.bout this one?" "Yeah., was good,
but 1 already cut." Said, "\Vhat? You thillk---you nlean to say lTIy
hasu is only for try?" Oh, boy, I was mad over here.. 1 go grab
tIlebox from l1im and halfway of tIle box, stick DIy hand illside
the box. I twisted .emaIl aroul1d. Come tOYll into (Tape garbled).
I said, "This damn thing all soft. Your neck is soft to PlIIl out.
You better beat it away from here!" But I got all the/three thousand
pound. And allTIOst five hund'red pound (thrown) away already.
Comderrm already. I said, "No call tlljS kind. We no can d.o business
like this. We going (lie. We gOi11g die frOIn our idea to live."
I told tl1is pake. "No can. Stop that. Pau. I no like sell.
You better go .. }lOine. now." So .the two brother sitting .down over there
outsid.e. 1'hey only get two crates. And almost five hundred pound
comdemned hasu over here,. Ohohoho!. No, no.

jviy wife said, "Well, what you gOiIlg (10?" I salO, ".1"('·s betLer to
10se that than to lose t}lat alld they make TIl0ney froln tllat. More
better do tl1at \Vay. 1'11rOhT ' elTI inside the patcl1." Okay, they stay
over tllere. But 1:lley stay 'waiting for tIle inspGctor ,Mr . Ching .
Mr. Chin.g came over here. l1e said, "How? Plenty for crate."
'As what' the inspector said. I said, "Yeall, Mr. Ching. Before
we have---well, I give you the story. I want you to tell me exactly
wha't 's the quali fied hasll of this one to the ~1ainlalld. Wllat is the
percentage tJlat is condenlned about? Because this one is cond.emned
already." He said, "Pau, this one no can kaukau. No can ship to
the Mainland M " "'Will-yollte llnleholN lTIlICh, what percentage is
t.hjs 110\v tllat is COndeTIlJled for Mainland?" So he look, look
ovet there. Said, "Maybe aTolmd ten percent or maybe five percent."
You sec. ','I-Io\v abollt this one, Mr.Chillg?" I pick tIp one, eh.
Sa)r, "()h )7Cal1." rrhen I pick IIp one joint again. "How ab,cut this
oJ1e,·,~llr. Chillg?" . "Yeah." He look the ptlka like that. No lTIore 110tlliJlg
\vrong, eh. "Can. " "Oh, W]1Y yOtl nla'ke like:tllat 110\v? ~Vh)'? I collect
again to, thepake, because you was here yet. Never go hOJlle yet.
"Vh)' yOll make me that? You don '. t kl10W t}lat I 'm sweating off for
that stuff a11d that you just make 'em like that. You kTlav, IlIO more
hasu for y.ou know." I told 'em, "From now n.o more has~ for you."

So T told. Tny wife, "More better T go to the Mainland." She we.!!
tell mc, "YOl.l go? I-Iow can? rrhe Chinese will-·--you think the Cllillese
man \vj 11 1istcn to YOll?" "Why not? Sometimes, yeah. Maybe I no
can ta lk haole talk, Inaybe, over there, bllt 1'11 try to go."
Said., "No-~h-Ines,e. Chinese. More prejudice the businesslnan
Clyjn.cse; all Cllincse, Chinese, no THore. They no like other people."
I said., "\Ve11, that, I no believe tllat killd. l'hat's l)llllshit.
Look 110W ill CIlina. From 1931 they fightil1g, who t]ley fig11t?
111ey no (fight) Filipill0. l'hey fight theChille_se over there.
Blillshit. If you treat them good,. it's good. But if you treat
tl1enl I21lau~ -·even }~our brotl1er, he no like you. I will try go
there. Tbring all the lTIaps. All my lease land, brin.g 'ern with
TIle. " (Lauglls) I said. I go see tIlis guy this Mao :Fung Company,
the one I 'm shipping. I 'In, 1 tied IIp because I no call. I 'm supposed
to send a.bout .. '... I get plenty hasu' that time, eh. I suppose to
go out plenty, you. know. At leas~five thousand a week or better, yet.
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PL : Five thousa11d pOllnds, you mean?

JT: Yeah. So my wi fe said, "Okay, you go.," Wh:en I went over there,
I told my wife, "What yOll ship? Keep on shipping until it stops.
Becaus'e I going be the're in the store wi thou.t introducing lnyself.
I wateh how tl1e bus iness go.' .. Yeah , fifteen cr~tes, they are
150 pound crates, box yet on the l)oat. No ]flOre plane. yet that time.

So when I reach over there, every rrhllrsday, reach, the }lasu over
there. I st.and right by tl1e side. l'hey don't know w}lolam,
thOllgh. Three weeks I stay over tl1ere. Every l'hllrsday, I stay
over there, wateh. They l1l1load the haS11 , eh, the lJox. You China
Pllll one box, sit down like that '5it a.oWn on the box. 1'he guys
corne Ilcxt, pull the box, sometimes one,. two box left there. The
rest, a1.1 occupied already. I figure I go work until pau, eh.
rrhen no lnore one hour from the time, a~lgo out. But my price
i s only 26¢.

PL: And ·ll0W ml.1c11 tIley 1vasbllying there?

LTT: I c.ion'tknow. I don't see tIle bill, l-,ut if fresh, that Ineans will
be cheaper, too, but he get the lJigger the share 'calIse he 110 like'
go without his share, too, ell. But wIlen I went to the stalld, the

'011e brokeIl~kind like this long, 110 more joint, no more the knot,
reCldy forrn)T pig, yeah,68¢ a pou.nd!

(I)L laughs)

4-JT: l'hat was standing, tile whole piece like that, 85, eiglyty cents, '
one pOllIld. Hoo ! rrl1e Q9ke come riCll from' my hasu. So I 110 open
TI1Y DIOllth tIle re, right there. No, I no open IllY mouth. I wai t
a110ther ·one ITIOre wee.k ~ I gollome Sacramento with my sister.
1nen Thursday lnoming, I come d01m to San Francisco, yeah.

When I reach t}lere about lO 0' clock, the hasu come ill, eh. I knq\v
iny ha.su, I know my lJOX . When I left over 11er-c', T know all evcrythirlg
bel01ig'--to Tnc, eh. I-Joo! Sometirrles no TI10re one hOllY, 15 crates
go. 'Yeah ,yeah. Nld the price over there. 1nat every other day
they trinl , 'as what thepake sai d. l'11e one the store mall, eh, they
trim. Look fresh cut . EVery otller day, thin kind aJld tIle hasu'
come short like th~is already. .And 58¢ a pound. OIl boy, the-paxe
CaDle ri eh fT·om my hasu. Bllt' as <II rigl1t . SOTIleday.s. ---

So the last \\·cE.'k, I sa\\" 110. lllore! So ask t11e \~;orkers ov-er tl1ere
"Tho is the prodllcers over 11ere. I-Ie look at me, yOll k110\v. I-Ie thought
I ,vas crook. 1~11at' s what t 11ey tl1il1k, I am crook, eh. '1Vho?"
I saic.i, "l'he produce lnan. \vho is doing the blI)Ting?" Said, "Stay
insicle office." "I wanted to talk to hilTI bllsiness, you know. If
}le has the time. Anyway, jus t let him know that 011e man wallted
to talk bllsi11ess from Hawaii." Saicl, "No, no, no. I tJ1.ink ....
what kind yOll get?" I said, "1'lris kind." "No, no ,no. " He know
that he get plenty, eh. "No, no, no. We got in I-Ionolulu. Good
kind-, big kind. Look!" Pake never know that that was my own.
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(LaLlghter)

JT: But I have 11is letter, you know. I said, "Yea11, I know that
'YOll get good hasu from Hawaii, bllt I want to talk to 11im bllsiness
about this kind stllff." Said.; "No, no, no. I know my boss no
like already." "Okay,. I want talk to him al)out this kind hasLl
because this hasu is mine." Look at TIle. "'As YOllI's'?" I said, "Yeah,
'as mine I'm -11ere to stop.. '.As \vhy I'm }lere. I like talk to hiln.
1 come .l1ere to stop \vi th you guys. And close up anel tell you that
I will stop for I can. see sornebody 'who can afford to bll)! my hasu.
Okay?" "~Va1.t, hTait, wait. Go inside tl1ere." He ask tIle boss,
eh--Lee,tllenmne. "Oh., Mr. Lee said how he would kno,,,, that you
are the aMIeI' of the hasu?" I said, "Here. This letter to me.
Is t.}1is not Mr. Lee, lliemanager of this?'; Said~ "Yeah, yeah, yeah.
()kay, okay, okay, okay." 11e b'ring me in the o'ffice no\-v. Now I
going choke you over there. I going open up mine alread)!. After
I'nl acccJ)tecl over there, I'm going give 'elTI a full blast over tIlere.
Long tinlC I giv'c' him 23¢. So when I went over there, said., "Oh,
Mr. Tantog?" Said, "Yeah." "00011. Sit down. Sit down over there."
l'hen talk story. "Anyway," theI)ake told me , "sUllJrisedlne that. you
COJlle faT' bllsilleSS\vhen we are dc-alil1g already." .Said, "Yeall, because
1 ."vant to tell in front of you tIle situations of nlY rUJllling over
there. If we run like this all, tlle time, mayl)e yOll 1l1aking mOlley

. but Igoillg stDll the busil1ess. Bllt before I stop, I \-\Till try you
first, before 1 go try somebody else. Our price is only this one.
Yeah ,and then to nlC before I left in I-Ia,~aii, the price that I know
is tIlis price. rrhat this price in the long run, I going get my
share. l'hat is my price. 1)0 'YOll know tIle pr'ice? lVhattlle price?
Well, T'll.tell you. But the price that Ifigllrc, I kno,v that ~

can get Inille and YOll ca11 have yours, too. It's IIp to you to TIm

)lOllrs over l1ere, bllt mines O]le is important because I' III gOi]lg.
T have to get Jny'share in order to keep on gOiJlg. ·Yea}l." "',As
alrig11t. You can tell Ine how much the price and I will ,listen.'~

I said, "My price is 45¢. That 45¢, maybe I can get eight cents
or seven cents a pound. l'hat way is better than I have to borrow
all the titne from the bank to sllpply you. .And no come back nothing.
No sense I SU,PI)ly 'when I 'rn drawi11g some money over there and put
me in the hole. I want t11ebus i11CSS will give nle the money to
nlove foy you. Yeah." "So no prohlem. Let's see tllat. No problem.
Silnpl e. Give' em to Tne." In that case, witll01lt paper. No
proJnj 5~ory. "But T know yOll are j n the bllsiness for a long time.
My 1)usil1ess is only from 1943. Yea}1. 13l1t I know how to keep yOti
1011g t inle. And Jua"ybe I hope you kll0W, too. For TI1Y s j de, I going
be hOI1est to you, withoLlt 11aper. Vvhat I say, what T'ln telling you
now, T gOiI1g be honest to )TOU. I \vill promise. I f anything wrong
of the crop that I'm sending to you, you give me the amount,"
I told.. "YOll give me the amount how much; approxilnatel)T how much.
Becallse I kno\v hasu special. And tIlen, I \.vill replace that. I
d011 't want' yOll to pay me, that tIle one YOlI payi11g is \\forking yOll
do·wn." Then I told 'ern, "If I .... 1 going be honest with you.
If anything wrong '!\lith my crop, you have to let,'me know. Beca.use
wherl the hasu 1eave over there, I always can tell t.hat this is
little bi't no good, this is good. I no guarantee everyone but just
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let In e know what is tIle trouble or how Jnany pOUJlds, yeall. Bllt 011
your side, I dOll' t know if how l)ecau~~ if you d.o honest to me, yOll
will be the Olmer of ill)! ten acre land. No other buyers I going take.
Only YOlI. You TIllIS t thi11k 0f that. Because if you geiJlg cl"ook me
one thousand l)ounds, two thousand dollars, five th.ousal1d," I
said to him, "that's all you going get. Al1d I going get another man
Qesides you- that you no can taste that llasu from me. At least you
have to bllyfrom that guy. Tllat is wha-r-r-w~ant you to do." So,
"Yeah, yeah."

So for siIlce tIle time until now, only aIle time he sent me, "I'm
sorry to 'infonn you, "My . Ta11tog ,this crate, this" llllffiberofcrate ,
I lose about 45·percent." But before this thing go, me and my wife
was,laLlghing at the hasu. Said, "More better no send that. "
~J \Alife, "Why?" "ThlS one 110 good. ""What's the matter? HO'''1 '''Ie
know that they feel no good? Maybe they fe~l .good."

CLaugllter)

Jr : Sllye GTlOllgh, the 1etter corne. "E}l, ~1r·. Tantog, 1'111 sorry to
infollTI you tIlis but this number of crate about 45, 47 percent, I
lost rnoney 0]1 that." Okay, one box now, 45 lost, eh. I send 'em
one box. 71 'Dollnds renlacemellt. Not 47 nowld.. I gave him one
crate replace~ent of that. That '5 why }le.l no runaw~y' from me.
\\hen I said sometimes he owe J11e ten thousand dollars, ell" Ranloll
my boy, lle scared already. J3l1t I said, "No scared. tIe gOillg crook
you t}le ten' thollsand (dollars)'? Not OIlly onet'l1ol1sancl llnti.1 the
end of Otlr farn1. Not Ollly ten tll0usand dollars l1e going earn.
Yeah. lie flO going get one pound froIn me. Oh boy. One time
onl)l,t·wo tl10usand, ten thousan.d one day after another. One day
skip another. 'TIle money come ill, see. You scared, no good. You
scared ofbusiJleSS, no good. '[hey know we got a big supply and they

. no call hi t. How many people get in this kind area over. here?
Only me and this Kunihiro. So if you (they) going lose "me,
where they going? He gOi11g cry up. That's why he got to watch
because I 'm watching.. " Yeah.

PL: Oh, so you still selling your hasu to tha,t guy tllen?

PL: l'i1l I10W?

J'f; Yeah. Till n01\T. And then tbe sittlatiollS ill the labor over here,
I no go already. I just. write to hiITI. I think you lleard about
labor sitllatiol1. No'" I come IIp seventy cel1ts. Last year, I come
up 75¢. \7ea ]1. TIlis )'ear, I gonl; COIne up five cents Inore. Eighty
cents a pound. NovI my price from the beginning., until to the end.

Everl Yalnake O\Te1" here. I told this Yan1ake, "Yanlakes all , you price
before September, thirty cents. Fifteen of September, 28¢. About
ending part of Septern.ber, 26¢. October come down to 18¢ and thel).
how come .he make like that?ft Said, "Oh, too much now, tIle people
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got tired." 1 said, "Yeah. But here, fran Septenlber, supposed to,
be 1Olv. I n1ean, low because plenty. But endi11g part of tIle
harvesting, that' 5 wllcrl the big demand come. \Vhy comes way do\\!n?
You the dllC makfng money. If yo'u, like to deal tlliskind.... now ;
~o nletrlis is DIy style. Instead of l)ringing up tIle price wIlen
uemtuld is n.pproac,hillg whether it's comillg,u,p, ,I 110 d.o that.
ButfrOITI ,the begilill irlg to the CIld, if you like that way. If' )TOU

110 like, no. push yourself. I go get tIle other guy, buyer. So
, }lowmany years now, . five,sevcn years now.

~,1y price from Sc'ptember until IJ~lU, this Wai'cllua, Ala Moana Market,
eh, theJ'apa11ee guyprocluc,er over here, he said, "EIT, Pere,"
"lVhat?" "Tod.ay 22. I thillk next week, maybe twenty.'· I said,
"No; no, no ." Said, ttl like t\vO tl1011sand pOllncls." I saicl, "Y~c:all,

t\vO tholl~~and lJOll11d. is okay. rfhrec t11ou.sal1d. it's okav .. but you said
this week is 22 and" next ~eGk is what? T1\1ertty·." Said: "'{ea,h."
Said, "No, rlo,ino . Before you go, we split, Inyprice no\v is 34¢.
r[he first tiTne yOtI buy from me 34¢." But IsoldYalnake34 that tinle.
'As when }le jllrnp up,you lmo\v. 1 said, "Not 22¢.~1y price is
34 (¢) . You like lJ1ly, you think yOll call TIlake l1l011C"Y, you lJuy. If
you no C3J1 Inakenl01ley, do not l)uy. B'wnl)ye you go l)roke ,yeah . 'As
In)! IJrice, 34¢." He said, ~'How'come come up?" I said, No, no.
No come IIp. rrhe sanlC price. If you like, you lJuy that. I deliver
that." "I like t",,~o thousan4 "POU11ds." I sald, "I-~no care if yOll
] .ike fivethousalld pound. So long as )701] give me t'irnc to ptll1.
But the price, T no can give that. YeaI1." "Bllt'yOU cleliver, eh?"
I go, "Yeah, I go deliver." "I'll try one hundred fifty p01lnds."
"()kcly, pa)T how TIluch?" "Hu:ndrcd fj ftypound.s ." "Ok3Y, when you going
conle?" Said, "No, yOlldeliver." ,Said, "Yeah, I deliver. Scv'cn
l1undred to 011C tl1cUSa"nd, I deliver. But only hl111drcd fifty pOlmds
yOll CaIne up. rrhe same 'p:rice. 34." "All, more better nlake two
thousand. ,pounds tl1en. 1'hendeljver?" I said, "Okay, tvvo thousa-nd
pOUIlds . " rfh:i s guy smart gllY.

If "l'rnnot hard- head, yeah,~Iul~~ like all these Filipinos .... "Oh
yeah, }Ycah." rrhey see ot}ler nation, another nation lallgh at them
and they acllnirc already, yeah. No, I no. treat this guy. Once
)TOU p la)r good to tllCll1, they t1"Y cockaroach you hy giving yOll t11e
~ln il c, you k110\,v. But not TIle. ~1Y"-1)rl cc"ls "price. "] no care \vho.
Chinese, ,Japallc~e. 1 110 care who. But if I giv,e, I gi vc. 1'hat
is clifCercnt. 1 give froIn TI1Y heart, I giv'e. I let you cat what
r S\\Tcat up over here. T'Ill ll<lpPY to get SOlne for YOll to eat. But
h'hen the bus~incss CaIne, no SlICh tIling snrile \~lle]l yOtlbring Inc in ..

BecaLlSC SOlne Filipinos over here, they say, "I-ley, here the hasu like
abayabay over here. Hey, t11cre the hasu. Ncllne tIle bll)Ter, " the)'
S~11d.--~rlle)7 scale the hasl1. Tl18}T n~aY1(fhc box. T'hcn filld Ollt the
n~lll1C. rnlCY jllSt look th-e-box. rrl1at's cO\\Tard that. I said, "No\v
crraj)c garbled) Sety there, lv-hat are ~you doing? ~Vho is selling tI1e
hasll?" "Me." Bllrot guy. Said, ''Me.'' Said, ''Well, .if you're
sel-l-"ing tI1e hasu-,-'rVho wi "1 1 scale )rour hasu?" So, "Figllre out,
lnark the'1ox-.'-'-·"You bllllshit, that. YOlI'!gO dOWll Sll!Jel11larket al1d
scale yourself. rrhey allow you. Same tllil1g, too, this one l1ere.
If )rou do t]1e sellillg, you do tIle scaling. Not the buyer."
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Say, "Yeall, but the bo·x .... " "Ok3Y, get the nCllnber. You CCl.ll rea.d
t11e l1uInber over t11cre. Do you believe that it is the weight?"
Said, "I think sobecalJse ... '." '~0, no, no. You know this people,
tlley going get high fever if the)T no can cheat you. Yea11. "You
better look, 'butyou know why .... " I tOlll him. "I ffia'ke 'em· atsuy
atsuy, yeal1. You know why, like us FilipiI1os, most, I ,kn01'" plenty
where· t.he ot11er guys give hilTI a good sweet sIni Ie that, '0}1,
tJ1:i.s is my friend.' Little more he take out his guts and. give ]1inl.
'As you, too .. 11

0 file, you scared h.im. fi (I) sa.id, "Why T scarcel him?:
"Yea}1, if you no scared,why not open your nlouth for your right?
Why? Ts that right to give me the thing over there without seeing
wi th nl)T two eyes? That's bullshi t . "

1'11 tel] yOll the story: l'hesegcIYs over 11cre was scaling over
here .. See, suppose to weigh the bag.' I see and then with the bag?
"~Vhy T10t wait after scali11g so we 118ve 110 trouble of bringing out
the net?" Saiel, "No, no, 110." Sllpposed to. Okay, he lun in
t11e ditch. 1'hat, ditc}1 over there. Soak the lJag like that.
I·Ie run.

err runs across rOOln. I-lis next \selltcnce isi·nalldible.)

J·1': rrhewater stayrunnil1g yet. r1'he water sta.y runnil1g. Oh, 38
110l1nds. rrhell I k.now, this ·kind galnble. I know this kind gamble.
1'11eSeCOJld box, he run to tIle ditch, soak 'em ill again. I reach
ovcr tllere. T said, "Wait." I step 011 tIle athol" elld of tIle bag,
T squeeze 'em out. "1 wallt the bag no drop the water l111til you
I~.9.!~- era te. ,Becallse i f'YOll scale tl1c bags \~i th the wat.er, b'y the
tirne }'OU cratc, tIle bag corne dl)'. You stealing IllY pound, Iny ]1aS1!.
I no ] ike that idea. 1 kl10W. You better no do that. I know
that you are scalillg the water. You think the water will stay th.ere
if you tell the water stay there until- pau scale? Pau load? No
can. YOll like IJiJy? Buy this way in good'way. You no like, I no
sell to you." rrhen what l1C said? "Okay, put that dry bag . I go
weigh 'em ·bumbye." That 'wa'y, yeall, that is fair. When~you scale
the dry one~after you load. u'p, y,ou scale, you can take ,your net.
And no water run away. "One I)Oun.d is one pOllnd." I told the.lJ!-k~_.

"()ne 110l.md is only one pOllnd." From fifty pound, one pound is
nothin.g. But j f fifty cents a pOlll1d, ever')' box fi fty cents. rrell
box,f-ive dollars already. By quitting, YOllcheat me five dollars
already. I 110 1 ike thatkinel clea1." So T told, "Enollgh." rrh,is
Tn.ar here. 1 s~].id, "Why ....you try scale. rroday, T going watch you.,
you know, now. I believe that you are l1ravc cnoughjf you can. tell
hinl. But if not, you are just as bad as those scared people."
T'm rnad, you kllOW.

PL: Ybll THeall t11ey scale, the bags .... they sea.1 c the l)ags wet?

J1: rrhe box. -Yeal1. On Iny side. Bllt T stoll that pa·ke. No Inake like
that bec3llse I know tl1:c running water in tIle baga.fter 'you scale
keep on runrlin.g, eh. So that way you going lose one pound or more.
Becallse he was running from the di tch and scale right away, eh.
So by that tjJne you fix the bags <Jfld then you fill IIp, by the time
you fill up the 'box, the water all go already, but you scaling.
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So when yOll scale, you take tIle scale when tIle water was there yet.
You take the weight when the water stay in the bag. Then ''\TIlen yOll
scale wi th the load, you take out 38 instead of 37, yOll lose one
pOUlld. So one pOUlld fifty cents. The boxes, ten pOUIlds. Ho,'\T ffillCh
is tllat? Five dollar. Only scalillg this is five dollars already.
I said, "No, papa, no. No make like that. I ,no like da kine."

!\nd then this Inar salO, "HOW comer" I sald, "Yeah, nO,believe -cna-c.
If that is t 11e weigllt of the box, \vhen he was ,scalillg himself that
box. Bvtn,ot you scale t}lebox. Not you th e one scale the box.
You scale the box yourself so' yOll know how TIlueh hasu you sold to
hinl. rrhat is the righ.t way, that. If you 110 going do t11at as
I going watch yOll, I' know you scared that paJee. You scared tl1is
gll~Y .. " Said, "I 110 scared nobocly .. " I said~o, no, no e I belieye
if )!OU can tell l1nn frankly in fr·ant. Then T can see with my t,,,,'o
e'yes. T go i11g be watelling for YOlI over there. I '11 see 11ow brave
you arc." I·Ie stay over there. First box, h,e fill 'CJl1 lII), yOll know.
Bllt abayabay 100kil1g at me because,!'! kno\\T I going watch you if
you -g:-O-:U1g openyollY mouth for that." Scale t}le box. After t]lat,
l1Ut do\v:n. After tllat scale put dO\ffi, he 110 scale the box. Bllt
llegot to scale, eh. The s econd~ box, he said, "Oh, , no, Mr. Lllm"
- -the one New Road guy-·-''Mr. Lum, what is the weight of t}1e box?"
fie said, "Oh, 28. So, "I \AJant to scale tIle l)ox and- see 'Alit}l my
two e·yes. That is the right way to do. So I oknow exactly my 113S1I

that is iTl the box." Say, "Well, I sealeal ready this." I sa~
"~Vel1, I do this to everybody. I lil(e scale that. I like kno\v
w,hether it is the rigllt weigh of the box, yeah." Okay, \ve scale
'en1. YOll know how much? rrwenty-six pound.

PL: Otlt of what?

JT: Out of the 28. So, two pound run away from TIle. Then every box
come IIp like that two pounds, ten box is twenty pound. '. Ten dollars.
Plus the profit when they all 'em up over there. Easy picking, the
ITIOlley, thf~se guys. You know what happen to this guy lmtil now?
f-Ie no bW £rol11 me.,

(Lallghter)

PL: llkaSr , do yOll l'emelnber a11Y floods like tl1at that,destroy YOllr crops?

J1': ()h yeah. rIhe floods ,no. Every ·year, we always get water over
here. 1944,' 45. Illis' 45, the biggest "vater, this '45. You know
that ba1d.11cad 1)] ace, T get OVCT there, all the hasllrllll. away to tlle
store. Bllt not that much damage. GI1ly bad ofthe flood when just
plant about one mon.th that the hasu is not }lolding tight yet lmder.
the!l it comes IIp and float andgo'a\vay wi tl1 t]1e water. Bllt if
alre21cly ge:t big leaves already, sta-y dOWll; no can go up. He no
can go up. That t S all the troub Ie on that.

PL: How about right now, how many people are working this place?

JT : I-n TI1Y place?
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PL: Yeah.

JT: Oh, sometimes ·three, sometimes four. That's all. Not much.

PL: f-Iow often do you dig up the roots like that? I-Iowoften you
harvest?

PL: On.ce a year?

JrT: Once a.year, and start by month of September and then sometimes
come up .to JaIluary, February.. That's the reason why I like this
kind, yOll know. Not like potato or swe~t potato or tomato like
that, becllls--stringbeans, like that, cllcurnber. No can beat tIlis
one. Bccallse this one, when the price is no good, 'you c<p1 lay 'em
on t11c gro,und fortlvo .months , th-ree months. No touch. You 110

can afford to bt.ly , leave that one on tIle groulld. When the full
blast, by tcTanuary-·--·from September, supposed to"pull September.
rrhen if 1101Jody like Se'ptember , October, or NovemlJer , December,
they OJlly like New Year, I still got hasu in here. rrhat' s the
percen.tage I 1ike. No too much lose. Yeah. 'As why good this
one. I like this kind.

PL: lVhat I tm~erstalld is you've been working most of your time here in
I-Iawaj i. Did )TOl1 find any time to have fun, like, you know, gOillg
alIt, have flIn, playing games?

TJ": Yeah, sometinlcs. I go downtown sometinles with my friends.' Go .
picnic sometilTICs. But most of my time is not ,much outside. I
stay il1 the farm since that time I ,"vas in t}1e fann. I lIb care what
tinlC, sametinles in the farm. I go for fun, but .... I ride taxi
without the man. I have no, company like'that, I ride tqxi from
Waia.llla, I-Ialeiwa. Was ,plen.ty taxi before , eh. But 110t 'so often
t'hough. Not too often I go. 1'hat' s a,ll. I play baseball. Before
T was little bityoUJ1g, play baseball, volley11all. But I concentrate
on TI1Y tinlC ill nl)T fcT1111. I always did. ll1ywork. While I was in the
I)]antatioll, I a]\Vays get potato, besides the cane field., like that.
My C<lne f.i eld. T a1wa.·ys get beans there, yOll know. I no can rlln
out of vegetable ...

END OF SIDE ONE; TAPE #1-27-1-76
SIDE nvo

PL: Oka)!, rrata, besides, you k110W, l)laying basel)al). like tllat., wllen
you had time, since YOll didrl't have mucJ1 time, what else did you
do? Did you go fishing or somethi11g like that?

Jrr: We go by hooki11g now. Small hook. Pick up 1imus like that.
That's all.

PL: !--low about diving? You cannot dive?

Sf: Divillg, you cannot.. That's why by my house, my next neighbor was
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bittell \vitll tIle eel. Because so dannl pIcnt)' Illculini under the
stonc, eh. lie like catell, but no more spear.- So lle just try
his best to eatch by hand. Just happell the eel was catching his
}laIld.

PL: Can you give me the reason why you cannot go diving?

Jr[: Because against the la-v;. '·As I-Iawaii law for us. That we caTlIlot
go diving.

PL: What y'caJ' was tha.t? Can you tell me Wl1clt year?

J'f: rrllat jsl)efore '30. But before tllcJtlaw come up, everybody is
torcJling and diving. Btlt since, tIle Filipino- --they fOlllldout
the Pilipjnos, they go in tIle l1ight torching, eh; PhiliI)pine
Island style, ell ,tIley stopped it agai!l.

PL: lVllO lnade that la,~?

.JI': IicHvai i. l'hi s terri tOIy. 1'his\vas territory yet, that time .
No can. So plenty guys got bitten wi th the eel. Yeall. One guy
~vasb-roken tIlis, yOLI kno\\T~· lJnt'il now, he stayedOJl the canIp.
lIe's C10Wll oV'er there, my friend. TIlen wIlen he wellt to the doctor,
he tell bullshitto the doctor. Because if he say he was fishing,
110 good, eh. ~1ay11e, 11e scared lTI<lybe thed.octor gOillg ttlI'n ill to
the COUT't, to tIle policeman, like tllat. He no tell that he was
bitten hTith the eel. He said was, "1 bin cook 011e fish. In the
charcoal. Before I take a bath, I cookthe fisl1first. WheTl
after I cook, 1 Pllt on tIle table andcovcr up with t.Ile SOJllcth ing
that the cat no call tOUCJl 'eITI, ell." Soh e went to thc lJathI'oorIl.
I-Ie "vent to the han'y'o, becaLlse the batlling h011se is separated from
the housies. ItT sone 110use foy the wIloIe camI) going take a ·bath.
Not indiviclua1 bath, now. So he went o'ver there. But that is
frame-LIp story, that. I-fe just make like tllat because he was bi ttell
wi th tIle eel, eh.. So he said~ "WIlen I came home from the bathroom,"
be sa~T the' cat eating his fic;11. So he grab the cat and push the.
cat any old \vay like that. And tIle cat bin bi te him.

(La1lghter')

t.JT: 'rhat \vas not truc. rr]lC true is the black eel wen bite hinl.
lJnt i] no\\} , the fj llgcr conIC straight like this .-(L~Jughs) 11l,iS
one, you kno\\l, that eel, when he bite, he twist around , yOll k110\,y·.
lIe curl arolTlid .. 'As W]lY all rill the daJTIage skin. But he 110 tell
tIle doctor that was bitten by tIle eel. No, with t}1e eel, no. lie
said tIle cat eat his fish. (Laughs)

i-\nd the11 no\v, \,yc go back again di Villg, becallse I t}link, Figtleras
bill ask.me'\vIl)! \ve cannot f1.511. ~'fr. Jose Figueras. lVIIY the Filipinos
is bringillgHa\vaii, is improving Hawaii, just like. Because we the
Filipillos, the way how it is, is the one who work for Hawaii.

PL: Okay, "\1110' is tIlis Mr. ~lera.s you're talking 'about?

JT: He is a commissioner. Before, he was a corrrrnissioner, Philippine
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COIl1l11issiollcr. Lal)or Comnlissioner. I-Ie was takiIlg place of J~r ..
Ligot. I think, beca.use Mr .. Pablo Manlapi t arld rvlr .. Taok bin sent
a letter to the Philippine IslaIld, eh,tIlat the connnissioner is
inCal)able of leading people. Flood up workers over here. And tIlen
tl1e plantations is just like, little mistake, tIley throw 'em away.
So they throw 'em away, because the other oIlecoming in, eh.
Becallse .Mr. Ligot bin order-·--even the mell is paying by tlleir
Inaney. Paying tlleir money to corne in. Yeah.. Yea}1. And these
guys sending money fO'r them to pay. And tI1ese gLl)'S work over here
and pay sixty pesos. Before was 63 pesos. I hear Jle .collect
$63. I-Ie leave these gu'Ys all $63. Ana-then Ile collect sixty
dollars. 110uble money.. So wheIl tl1at report went to tIle Philippine
Islalld, 'aswh.en they sent Fibllleras. So Ligot was supposed to
go home. .But IX), instead of going home, he went ~lc1.inland· a.nd die
over there.. t~ow ....

\ PL: So 1\1r. FigU2yaS t.alked. to ...

.IT: Yeal1, talked to the Territory, I thillk, I gl.less·'.

PL: About lifting up the law?

~JT: i\bout \\Thy the Filipinos cannot fish when they are serving Hawaii?
Fielpj ng I-Iawai i to bring up, eh? 1'hat 's right. TIlat is the question.
And the ha-rd.est jab is the Filipillos over here. Why we cannot go
fisl1iTlg? Not bad if they get a big maIley, bU.t only one dollar one
;day. r ~hi~k that the Territory pin listen what he said. Everybody:
can. go flshIng.

(A won1an. says something to JT.. ,Jrr replies. Taping resumes after tilis
interlude.)

JT: .... WIlY. All the kids, you know.. But I bin bUI1dle up 'I~y ·baJnboo.
But in between the bamlJoos, I have spear~-And the gogg'les was
illsid-e nry pocket, you krlow. So I told my wife, "Get the hoolc."
SonIC of my fr ieTld get the hook. They go hoo'king, eh. I threw the
spear inside the water . So I went. Bllt I get one watchman
to watch the police, when tIle police come, eh. Not game wa.rden
like 110W. Before, I don't kllOW if there is a game warden, but since
they said they will catch the man who will go fishing or spearing,
like that, I lJelieve that m.aybe the police will catc}l. So I told
my '\Vatchn1311, "If any police come insi de, yOtl give lIS sigllal. You
lay dO\V11 tllis pole .. n. Because tlley had to go down. l'lley have to
CaIne i11side t}1is Ililli11ghanl place, ell. So I can leave the spear
down LInder the water, and thell 11e said, "Okay. ft

011e tiTre ,tllis police right next day over here. 1'hey came inside,
yOll know. So my wi fe drop tIle po1e ~ eh. The big lJaJnboo.. flooking
bamboo\vi 1:h the flag on top. Dr·op dOWl1 to the sand lj ke that.
So I leave my spear, because the policeman conle. Bl.ltllC (slie)
never know that the police no got nothi11g to do. But the game warden
will cat~h that time. But I just ·scaredpolice, because the police
is only the people the law tell to collect people to catch people
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like that, 'as \vhy I bcJicvc lllayhc tIle 11olicc, eh. So I jllst
told my WI fe that, "Police COTI1C, you better drop the pole so I
can leave my spear under the wa tcr . " Yeah,.

PL: ~o what year was that when Filipinos could go ,diving like that?
Wllat year?

"TI1: Ol1, ifl'nl II0t mistaken, from '20 .... 1 think ,from '20 to '30.
Because in 1917 ...

PL: Younlcal1, '20 to '30, 'as thetinle Filipinos couldn't go diving
or call.go diving?

JT: In.' 26, "vhen I came over here, cannot go diving already. I thInk
fr01TI 'LU. Becallse the one came in l~.l/, rney call go clIve. '1/,

they can go cLive. But I hear they squawk, because Fi1ilJinos,
\\Then they go beach, by big bunch ,you know. AIld. tl1eyknol" ho\v to
catch 'fish, too, eh. (Laughs) 'As w}1at they said, 110\v get a
Jaw come IIp. 'We call pick upliInu. In fact, I hear l1efore, 110t

to tOllchthe. linlU, because no-nlore for the fish. (Lallghs) 'As
what I hear fyom Crape garhled).

PL: \Vhat 'year can )lOU go fislling?

~JT: Oh, right, after' Figueras.

pL: rrhat was Wh~1t year? What?

..JT: 1 thi nk about 1936. After' 30. r'In not so Sllre. But when Figueras
C<lJnc, T suppose to go back iTl 1931. Yeah. 193] \vhen l'aok "vas
collected up all t11osepeople who waIltcd to go h01TIe free. 1931,
'32. lhat one there, no. So I went. I went, too. But since
they say only l111til Manila, I no go throllgh. rrhen, that one, after
FigllerCls, then that collecting people come. When Figueras' went back
PhiliIJpine" then rraok was authorized, to pick up peoples who wal1ted
togo hack in the Philippines. So I was one to go, but I did
not go through. After that, T think, we get the fishing. After
, 30. Because lll)l ntunber four, born in 193.1. So then, '31, 32,
Beren \vas born ill 1932. August 23, I think, 1932. rr11CIl, '35 ....
thclt's the·nlan. A:ftcr '31, '32, \-ve go diviIlg 110W. We go diving.
But before that, \~C C8J1110t. T thillk we canllot, because w11en 1926,
we no cal1 bring iron. Spear. I No can.

T hear again from these 1)CoJ)le tIley let yo,u get iron, but you call
l)oke- - -get kogcta, hut not poillted. Not poillted. Yea]1.· flow
can catch? l~an catch the kogeta, because y011 only J)oke ,poke there
illside the pl.lka, eh, and then t:Tlcy conlC out. But to catch fisll,
110W call yo~catch fis]l Wit]l a d.ulJ spear? No can. Not pointed one.
Only squid. No can. But after Figter3s, then they a110"v 115. Until
now. Because I hear FigJer~s bi n opel1 his mouth: "'[he \,ay how I
look, Filipinos are imp'roving'-ffiiwaii. \Vhy we call110t do fishing?
Is not right to stop the'm fishing because tlle'y are earl1ingsmal1
n1011ey, aJld TIlaybe they llappier of the aIle dqllar if the}' get time.
for fis11. 1'hat 's better eno·ugh, yeal1." That is somebody told me,
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you know. Mr.Pah.alu, workil1g slIgar p]3ntatio11 station before.
Fi.l ipino man working in Suga-r Plantation Association, main office
in I-Ioll01ulu. Ivlr. PahaIu, one Tagalog gu·y. I-Ietold ITIe that wheIl
I went. Tha.t' s true.

PL: Okuy, besides that, you didn't do mucll-- .... Out. of YOllr work, rigllt,
'fata?

~.rI': No, that's all.

PL: l)jd you folks tlsed to havece1el)ration in the cam!)s, 1 ike that?

J'f: Oh, vvhcn Rizal Day, yeuh. 1'hat OIlC, oh. \Ve ]1ave that. 13very
cam'p, \\le celehrate H.iza1 Day. Fourth of ~July, ivc get that. YOlJ kl10\v,
berate ki11CL. ()ne dollar k-inJ cclcbr~ltion;; SOlne \Alho do thut celc
brat jon , they have to get SaTHe TIl0 IlC)l , sonlcthing frOTIl somebody else
that we need, .an~l pay later. 'rhat is the intcI1tions of the
FilipiI10S, hefore. 'rllatintenti 011 to celebrate, but no more TI1011CY

in the pocket. But they want to do it. So' as ""vhat T said, they
l1Clve to conccnt rate the bOrl"O\villg or nlaki ng borro\v iI1g froIH l)cst
frieI1d jllS t to eel ebratc. SInal1 one, though. rrllat 's wl1at I said.
Just ror dollarkinei celebration. :Because wl1at you promise to pa.y
js only d,ollar a day.

PL: Did you get alollg \'\TclJ \vith the clifferellt ethl11C grolll)s? Like
.Japcll1C'se ,you kno\v? . Chinese?

.JrI': Until no\",. S0J11C .JapaIlcse, T don't know over here. 1 don't kno\v
exact'Iy who (Inc1 \\Iho, but they kno\v me. Even Lrl'i.nC'se. Even o\/cr
here, even lloeano. \Vhcn I go \V~lialua, "(Jh, ~1al10ng rrantog! l'ata
rr~n1tog!" But.I don't know them. 'fhat laugh ing nlCll1 am [, you know.
T clon' t kno\v \vhy. Anyplace T go, plenty gU)TS kno\v Inc. BecallSC
I 'nl not the kind sass)' nlan, you kno\v. No. NO,no. \Vhqn I talk to
thenl, I talk to thenl 11ice. Someti]nes call Tny name. ·Yeah. No
such thingl-ike they th.ink of, "Oh, this mal1, this sassy," like
that. No, no. l'}lat's WIlY surprise me, some people. Even my wife.
"Who that glly?" Say, "I do:n' t know." "I-Iesaid, 'Mr. Tantog!'"
r said, "1 dOJ1't kI10W." lie know me, bllt T clon't kll0W 11inl. Even
aLl the friends in the rreriana, the FiljpillOS 9vcr there. ''ManoI1g
rrantog. " But I dOll' t kno\1\f their llurne. (Lauglls) l'hey talk to me,
)lOU know. Without introducing our naTI1C, they talk to me lIke
that. Bllt I don't kllOW thci r nalTlC. 1 know .. the looks, but T10t th·c
nClmc. Some, T kno\",. I usually get along, anyhody. Even ,JapaTlcc.
Pakc. In to\vn and poke. ~Vhcn yOll no good, you no good. I going
t~Cll 'cnl. Even this pake over here. No such thillg like that.

PL: (Jka)lo T think that's ...

JT: l~at's all?

PL: 'fhat should he .... yeah.

~Jl': 'As plellty story, though, t]1is one.

PL: Yea}l. (Laughs)
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t.JT: Yeal1. Plenty story.

PL: Okay. Tl1ank you, Tata.

JT: Yeah.

END OF SIDE lWO; TAPE #1-27-1-76
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Tape No. 1-37-2-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEV

with

Jose Tantog (JT)

July 29, 1976

BY: Pablo Lazo (PL)

PL: This is an interview with~v1r. Jose Tantog at tlleir fal1TI 0]1 July 29,
1976. Project 1, tape 37, session 2. Okay, Tata, call you describe
tIle first house that you had when you came here in lVaialua?

JT: In Waialua? Yeah. 'As a duplex like. Duplex~.

PL : How many bedrooms did i t have?

JT: That is four bedroom, because the otller side issillgle people. ~'ly~

side, is me and nlY 1-'life. ·1\5 t\JO. There "'las t\vO couples supposed to
be tllere in that house, b'eca.use tllat' s a duplex.

PL: What year was th.is when you had the house at Waialua?

JT: Oh, 1926~

PL: Did the house have a batllroom?

JT: No. We 11a'v~ to go dOWI1 ....we boiling ul> our hot water ...we heating
up our hot water outside and bat}l outside.. Toilet is outside. Only
the kitchen inside, yeah.

PL: vVhat kind of furnitures did you have then at the house?

JT: Vve just ask from the plantation one by twelve alld ma.ke bench, like
tllat, for us to sit down. Wecmlliot afford. to buy fumi tures like
now.

PL: How about t11ebed? What kind of bed did you have?

JT ; Oh, Itmlber. OIle by twe1ve ..

PL; And did you folks llsed to have a mattress t11en?

JT: No, \ve use blanket. We use blal1ket or mat like that. Japan made mat
and put blanket on that. We'sleep on t11at. So, no cushion. No
mattress.

PL: Did tIle house have electricity then?
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JT: Yeah, some get, yeah. Where we stay, had electric.

PL: Oh, had electric, already. So what? Did you have just electric
lights like that?

JT: Electric light? Yeah. We use firewood. We used to go out to the
·forest.. Saturday if no more work. Sunday, like that. After
resting, about 2 o'clock, you go up to tIle forest, cut.. The plantation
wish to burn the ~iawe. for us, we go out cut koas.

PL: Iiowdid you used. to cook .your food then? By what?

vlI: By fire\vood. By old kin.d pot. Not the aluminum kind. Old kind.
r~o TI10re altuninlll11 kind before. \Ve have dakine look like ..... I don't
l<now whatkilld pot· was that before. "When you drop 'em, the thing )
going bust up, you know.

PL: Is tllat some kind of clay, maybe?

JT: Yeah. TIlat's tIle one we use before.

PL: And, so what? You cook it outside tIle house, your food like that?

JT: No, inside the kitchen.

PL: Inside the kitchen already?

JT: Yeah. In. tIle same house.. We 11ave a ki tchen ill th,ere. Not like
Aiea. Aiea, wIlen you cook, you have to go down from the 11ouse'and
cook your food in the other shack again. Yeah.

,PL: So, this is when you used to cook your food in the kitchen, then, is
what? What year is that?

JT: 011, that is 1926. In 1928, we have stove already. We 11ave stove.
But when I came, no more stove. We got to get kiawe. The plantation
gave us kiawe, supply us kiawe.

PL: Is that free?

JT: Free, free.

PL: And did you have to get it yourself, or they deliver the firewood?

JT: lV1len tIle)! kind of slow to come and deliver like that, we go ourselves
and get one. But most times, they sent us the firelvood, especially
for the ban'~o, for tIle bathroOTI1, ell. 111e single people, they no
]1101'e \\fife· for TIlake ,hot 'vater for tllem, ell, so \~e'll l1ave a big
ban,-o, now. A11d one lady take care tllat to heat up tIle water II A11d
then-:-everybody.. This room is t11e single people. This room is the
ladies.
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PL: How ofte~ did they come bring firewood like t}lat?

JT: The agreementt11at I know, thei~, schedule is once a week. It depend
110W big is the camp. Big load a truck---one truck,big load. l\Te
'used plenty, because the ban)To, 'you know, where the big tub for
heat up the water, it's about four, five hundred gallon. 'As why,
'they get' firewood.

PL: You talking about th.is lady who used to boil the water. Did she get
paid by t'he plantation?

JT: No. She get paid from the one who taking a bath.

PL: Oh. And how much you used to pay?

JT: If I'm not mistaken, 35¢ a month ,or 25(¢). I don.'t know.

PL: For eacll person?

JT: Each person, yea}1. 25¢ a mOIlth. Bllt tIle firewood is free from the
plantation. Only the lady take care of lighting the stove like. So
she get 25¢ of every head. Yea}l. I think the rnarriedpeople is 3S¢.
But some did not go. Like, me, my wife is boiling water for me.
~Vhen we become plenty- -we get about six kids, £ive kids, like that,
so we take a bath in the bany~ already.

PL: Okay. l~en you used to cook your foods, like that, who used to
cook the foods? Your ...

JT: In the morning, I cook.

PL: Oh, in the morning you cook like that?

JT : Yeah. Oh, from that time , from tIle beginning, wIlen. we came to
Ilawaii, I cook in the rnorning~ Even now, I cook in the morning. My
wife cook in tIle afternoon, yeah.

PL: And w}lat kind of foods did you used to cook?

JT: Oll, jllst rice. Rice and tI1en cod.fis11 like t11at. And we get some
vegetables from the farm, \vllere I \vorking. Pick up the vegetable.
Green beans, 1ike tIlat. 1\1li\te sqllash, Plilllpkin. Bring' ern I10me,
YOll kJ101\T. j\nd okra \vi tIl the bagoollg or SOYll, like tllat, ell. Eggplallt.
Tllat 's tJle \Tegetables \vi tll dried shril11p. -,- SOlnetilnes wi tIl all the
dry s tuff from Japan 1ike w}lat we get down in the store, eh. The
squid. llried squid. That's the most we eat, you know, that time.
We cannot afford meat. I'v1aybe, on.ce a week like that, eh, hard.
1'}lirty cents a powld, but still hard, yOll know. l']1irty cents, the
steak sometinles. Thirty, forty cents a POl1.11d. But still, harcl for
the people, one dollar one day people. So, we get used to bagoollg,
like that. Soyu, yeah., we got plenty~. Onion, we grow onion in
our yard~ Ginger, we plant ginger in our yard. Because we no more



llotlling to buy. We no can say that, "011, payday time I go. buy this
kind." No can. Becaus.e, tIle rice first. T;he rice or the cO<.lfish,
maybe, the shrimp. Then, shoe for the kids. Clothing for the kids.
So hard. That's hard.

PL: You mention to me, before, Tata, that you kJl0w, you got sick wIlile
o'n the job like that.. Did you get sick a lot 'Alhen you \AlaS at
workillg place.

JT: I was in Aiea. I was il1 Aieawhen I get sick. When Ivlr. Bob, the
manager assigned me in the mill to work, I went. SO,I·like the
job. But that was night time, you' blOW . And plus, I double after
those 11eople who stay home. TIley no showup their jobs. So I told
the llU1a " "1 iust go horne ...pick up my lunch. 1 come back for this
man."So I keep on doing' like that." That's what I say, I make
34 days in one month. Yeah. 34 days. And then, after th.at, we
finisll OllT job about 12 o'clock, I think. 'As how' we d.o. Every
12 o'clocl(, we £au tIle first half o.f th.e job,like that. rrhen we
rest, like that. Take a rest Ulltil about 2 o'clocl(. 2 o'clock we
start until 6 o'clock again. In the morning. But when time to
wake up about 2 o'clock, I canll0tstand up. TIlat was the trouble.

PL: Why can't you stand up? What kind of sick did you have?

Sf: I don't know. They said I have, maybe,I have beri-beri like that.

PL: And di d you 11ave beri -beri?

JT: No. After tha.t, about 7 0' clocl(, I meet lny wife. My 'vife looking
for me in the morning, eh. So, I meet my wife by the railroad
truck. 'Say, "How corne you corne late?" 1 said, "We're supposed to
go home about 6 0' clock, b'ut I no can walk." So, that time, ·about
6, 7 o'clock, I start. Is easy. Go, eh.. And theIl I go down from
the mill and walk llome, you know. 'As when I meet my wife. My
wife say,. "Oh, 1 think for you to work in the night no good." Then
I went to Waialua Plantation.

PL: The mill job, is that easier than the working outside in the fielcis?

JT: Yeah, yeah. More ·easy. Only tIle time, if you go in the night., some
people no like work. I mean, their system no good for .... not those
late in th.e night, see. Like me, that is what I believe. I think
my blood no like no sleep. (Chuckles.)

PL: Is that a better paying'job, t·oo, in the mill?

Sf: I dOll' t kl10lv exactly. But not muc11. Because the 34 days I \\Tork, ell,
I t]link I' OIlly get $36 or $38. 011e month. The 34 days that I work.
So, not very much more than outside.

PL: Okay, let's go into da kine, tIleIl, COmniUl1ication, eh, Tata. How did
you used' to find out-rhings happening around Waialua or in town,
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like that? ' Maybe accident or a .robbery , like that?

JT: Oh, before days, we cannot afford newspaper, eh. So, who heard and
.saw w11at l1appened over there when l1appen CaIne aroluld in our side,
that's when·they tell the story. That's w11en we know. ~ecause no
·more radio to listen, because we cannot afford buy radio that time.
c,...ou ....

PL: Okay, when did you have your first radio, Tata?

JT: 1941, I think I get. 'As when. Because when I open my radio, 'as
wIlen I hear that the Japanese', they b'ombingMakapuu and Schofield.
And Pearl Harbor.

PL: Okay, so, you had your first radio in 1941?

JT: Yeah, th.a.t wa.s sTIla11 one, ye.ah.

PL: And you didn't llave newspaper then.?

JT: No, no. By that time, I used to pick up some of those little bit big
shot QTIVS in Sc11ofield .. eh.. Because I was workinQ for enQineer. now.
Sb, -aft~~ tJ;ey -tead~ t11ey throwaway the paper.. That's when I Can
see. I just look. After tlley read then they I2au, they finish
with that stllff, they going tllrow away already~1. So, I pick 'em
up and read what I like to see, eh. That's the only ...

PL: 01<ay. Can you tell Ine, Tata, if they 11ave a11Y crime around the camps,
like that, or around Waialua like that?

JT: Oh, oh, yeah. I heard that.

PL: But in your camp, did you h~ve people stealing things from your house
like that.?

JT: I'Jo,. no, no .. l\1hy? I d011't know. ~1aybe, the kids all, t11ey listen.
Yeall, kids before liste11 to any old man, you know. Any old lady when
you stop them whatnot to do, eh, even if n.ot my children, the
children will obey. Now days, no. Now days, I don't know Wh)T.

But before, even .your kicl.s come around in. my yard., boy! "Do n.ot touch
that 011e. Jv1ama is plantin.g th.at. Just plant. Bumbye, make, eh."
The kids keep away froIn there. Yeah. But the 11ig man.,Ihear, in

~\Taialua Plantation in tIlis side, they used to raid the pig of the
Japanese people's camp, you know.

PI.J: 011, they steal 'em?

JT : 1'11e~y steal t11e pig.. They s teal the pig, yeah.. They ki11 tl1e pig.
(Lallghs). That was 1932, I think. That stOy)T, that come up now, it's
110t while I was working in Schofield. 1932, no more ...... real hard
time, you know.
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PL: Oh, maybe., because of tIle Depression, eh?

JT: Yea}l. The Ha\vaiian Pille was out of work. 'As wIlen Dole bin let Ilis
pine drop down to the ground. And all the pineapple workers is out
.of work. So., peoples over here, too, I don't know why.. They go UlJ
at the Japanese garden up I'vl01<uleia side, buy bags. (Laughs) Buy 11ags
'of headcab·bage. But me, I n.D go. I no go and do tha.t kind." I jllSt
hear that from tl1em. And,then, Sllre enoug]l, tIle policenlclll. told me,
my. friend, eh, wh.en tI1ey checl< t}lis guys in the camp. In the trunk
was dripping.. rfhe oil was dripping, eh. Nob'ody know gotadobo
illside tIle tnmk, eh.. But the oil carne out from the ...... wllenmy
friend, Robello, told me, I check these guys up. No more notlling in
tIle, kitchen,youknow_ But in the truTIk,w]len you see the oil
dripping on the floor 1ike that .... (Lauglls)

PL: Okay, 1'ata, did 'you hear a.ny a.bout killings, like that around
Waialua?

JT: I lleard that, but seldom. Not JUlIC}l killing. ~onletinle in \Vaipal1u I
. hear that ..People I Ileal" that over there because people wI10 go over
there, they heard from a friends and when he come home, he tell to tIle
friend. That's wIlen we hear like that.. TIlen \ve kI10\v all those
killing busilless 'on the other side. Tha' 5 when the news .....

(SCJv1E1HING lVRONG WITH TI-IE TAPE RECORDER)

PL: Okay, Tata, how about the prostitutes, like that, coming to town. Do
you relnember?

JT: When I go, I saw them. SOInetimes we go wi th the taxis, like that.
I sa\v them. I can tell that they were t}lat kind. But plenty ..

PL: ~Vhat year about? .When they started coming here?

JT: That is in 1926, '27, '28. Until wartime. Yeah.. Plenty.

PL: Okay., let's go into dakine, Tata. Ab'out your family. Okay? Your
kid.s were all born inHawaii?

JT: In' flawaii, yeah.

PL: ~Vere tIley born at the house or at th.e hospital like that?

JT: Tl1e first, tIle 5 eco11d , tIle third., tIle fourth., a11d tl1e fifth., all i11
the house. Filipino midwife and some Japanese midwife ..

PL : And how much did they cIlarge when they come one time?

JT: Thirty dollars. Midwife, yeah.. And from Ramon the oldest. boy I get
to all the young ones come, in hospital already. Five of them at
the house.
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PL: So, what year was the last time you called the midwife?

JT: \Vas in 1934. 'As the year that my number five born. 1934.

PL: ·And who used to discipline your kids like that?

JT: rv1y wi fe, sometinles. Wllen I come ]lome, I see sometJling no good,
I do tl1at to 'my kids, yeaJl.. SOTIletimes hard head, they play llard
head to my wife, my wife b'ringto me in the afternoon. I check up on
t~em again. .

PL: Did you just talk to them or you give them licking like tllat?

JT: Oh, when really need lick, I lick. Not that I don't need. If not
n.eedirlg, then, I lick, no. If I think I need to lick, I lick. Not
tobrea.k the bOlle ,now. LJUst to let them tmderstand tllat that is really
I dOll't like. Yeall. 'As }10W TIIY kids was brought up like t}lat by me.
And I told my \~ife, "Do not stop Ine what I'm goillg to do to the kids,
because I 'm 110t going kill the kid.s. BeC<lllse that l\fay you going spoil
your kids. Once I go for 011e and tllen. you come al1d interfere like
that and you like hanapa or, you know, cover up, like that, I no like
t}le idea." So, the kids will sa'y, "Oh, good if Mama come. ~\1ama

goirlg h.elp rne out," like t}lat. l\jow, no, S}10W sOInetllil1g. Yeah, in
fact ,you going say, "It's good for you. If you bin behave , yOll no
get licking." 111at' s hOlY to say nOlv. Not to cat"Ch~'ern a.n.d then
protec t her like th.at, no. Tllat way, you spoilillg your ki.ds. So far,
my l<ids is all right. Until no,v. Even these big boys, liketllat no,v,
tlley all alrig11t. When I told them, "WI1en your old.er brother. is no
good, do I10t giv'e up, but do not figllt. Keep on explaining the' right·
"Va)!. And 'you, too, if you wrong with this .... any of your )Tounger OIle
will give you the rigllt one,yotl should study 'that, too. Because that.
can be solved wIlen you go to someplace that you cIon' t know who, but
WIlY you cannot decide? You big enough already. 'You can t11ink it
wllat you aye doin.g and what your brother saying ab·out." That. one, no
more trouble, though. So ...

PL: How about c110res like that? l\lhat l<ind work your kids used to do
around the house like that, or around the yard?

JT: Clean the yard, yeah. Sweep around here. Before, no can go work
outside, eh. And cleall aroill1d the yard, help my wife, and light
IIp the stove. Because I get da kine wood stove before. I get one
11ig pipe. Join to tIle pipe, you lmow. Big t311k jOill to tI1e pipe
al1d rlll1 the \vater over t11ere. And theI1, I get fire on, under the big
tank. So, in the afternoon, when I open the faucet--I put faucet on
top--when I open the faucet to my bathroom, I get hot water over
t}1ere . 'As w11at the kids do. kId after they come b.ack from the
sch.ool, 'as what they doing.

PL: 011, yOll send your kids to school, too?

JT: Yeah. All of them.



PL:
...)

To what level (grade)!
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JT: Waialua. All of them goes to high school only.

PL: .Oh, high school.

JT: .Then , the ot11er boy go to vocational school. A trade school over
t}1ere. He learn from that sellool, and 'as what he is now. He is
refrigerationb'oy . Learn from there in school.

PL: How about their recreation, Tata~likethat? Did they join sports in
school, like that?

JT : Baseball, yeall.. Baseball, softball. 'As the one ~}:ey join IIp. 111e
only thing I stop them, the football. Because, I' tlgure ,no good ..
Too rough tIlatkind game. And tlley are small, eh. Easy to break
their bone, you· know. So, I no like. I told tl1em no. Because once
you break your bone, .pau. Cannot fix already ... Maybe can fix, but.
you are l1a1f useless already. (Laughs) More better no go inside there.
So, my kids they ob'ey too. Softball, they go 11andle ball stay over
there.

PL: 1'ata., when you CClIlie to Hawaii, yeal1, did you keep yOUT 11ab'i ts like
that or customs from the Philippines? Or did ,you change?

JT: lVl1at I learned tllat is good from tIle P11iljppines, T stjll get 'ern, yeall.
But SOllIe tllat is not gooci, I didll0t do that. I kll0\.'J it's no good,
because,~~ came ,\Then \\Te wereyotmg, you know. I was 18 years old
\\Then lve caIne, me an.d my wife ..

PL: Like what kind habits, you know, that you kept like that from the
Philipllines?

JT: Oh, the one before in tIle Philippine Island, go out wit]10Ut letting .
know my wi/fee In the Philippine, Island, I just can puka throllgh.
Nobody kno,,,, where I went, you know. Because th.at is my job before,
go ]1ere and t11ere, see. ll1at is my- - -110 more 'work, 'as why. But that
is the custom that is changed, like that. I figure not good, because
if I do that, then the people in the house will ask, especially my
wife ,,,,ill. ask wllere I was., where I went, where I'm gOillg, where I went.
Because, before, while we were in the Phi~ippine 1slan.d, because not
too long, yet, eh. Abollt t\vO months after we marry, we came. So ,I
get u.c;ed to ,vitIl t]1at kind }labit, go. JlISt go '\Tithollt letting t11em
kll0\\T that I 31n going tllat \\Ta}T. I 11ave busil1ess O\Ter tl1ere. No, not
that one. TIlat is challge. Over 11ere, cannot., I did not do that.
And I tllink, that's the only one. TIlat's the important one.

PL: Okay, 110w. about church like that? Did you used to go to church back
in the Philippilles?

JT: No. MY parents used to bring me over there_ Used to tell us to go.
But I don't know why. I don't know why I no like go.



PL: I-Io\v about cIa kine, Tata, 1101idays. Pllilippilles get fiestas or
wl1atever. -TIley get Ri zal Day ,maybe. Did you celebrate those wIlen
you came here?

\

JT: 'Oh, tIle Rizal Day, we used to.. ~Ve used to ce.lebrate that Rizal Day
before. And tJlen, that other fiesta, like what Filipino people doing
'before, us big ch.~"Y}ge b~fore, that tinle, vie used to go, because vJe
go with the parents, ehll But now, to me, I think it's mistake to
me "'

PL : Mis ta](e o.f· what?

JT: Mistake of. \vhat tIley asking help from so ·many. Too many. I s not tIle
rea.1 God tl1ey are askillgfrom.. No.. 111at is a big change, tIlat Olle ..

Before, we used. to go, th.e priest come a.rolllld, yeah~ And then, kiss
the priest hand~ Ai1d I lli1derstand, because it is Visayan words wIlen
\ve pray. Yea}l. Weare ·askin.g help from somebody that is not God.
To me, I don't know you or some people 1ike tha t II Th~ .. wayT hovv t}lese
Catholic people ll0W., 1]10 b1ame---I 110 see no Gael: Bllt, the)T teaching
Fili!).il10S to ask fronl Virgill rvlary wIlell Jesus said, "No. Evellto my
mot}ler." .And then, ask to St. Roch, St. Nicholas. That's the one, I
figure., Gael is only one. So. Jesus said. "If you are somethil1g, yOll
are sOlnetlling from" God. That is my Fatller, and He will give you Under
my nanle II " In other words, only one. One.

PL : Oh, 50 you' mean, that's .why you ...

JT: Ibat's'vlly I no go. No go church. Yeal1..

PL: 011, I see.

JT : Over llere, when you go over there, the prayer teaclles 11S to ask
something froln Virgin Mary. 'As why I told my wife, "1 thillkyou
better stop that. 1Jo you think Mary will bring yOll in front of God,
bec8l1se you· say tllat ivlary is jtlSt like a lawyer. If you are doing

l

sOlncthillg bad, really bad over l1ere., and tllen YO'u will say" 'Mary,
take me up to Father, because I cIa something wrong.' If I'm keeping
on doing like tIlis here, w}lat God tell to Mary? S11e carulot! She
cannot! You have to go yourself, without them. It's you. To save
you .. " I told my wife. "More better no go over there .. " (Laugh.s ) So,
my 'vi fe no go now. No go to church. She's prayillg every Stmday,
like that. 'As natural, tllat. Even Ine, \vhen I tllink of God, I sta)'~

one place and think· of God. Not to go over there and 1ea111 fr01TI them
"r}lel1 tIley teaclles us no good. 11lcy teacllus sOHletlYing "vrong.. Yea}l.
Togo to St. 01ichael. TIley celebrating St. Ivlichael, because he is our
Imvyer to God. I no believe that kind. I no believe.

PL: Okay, Tat'a, what single event that brought the most change in your
li~:e, like that?

JT : What is thatmean, I now?
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PL: Is it by having this farm, like that? I mean, is that what changed
your life to have a better living, like that?

JT: Oh! l11e one. I try to learn sOlnething what th.ese people trying to
'do over here. They are living, too, eh. So, Ifoillld out this kind.
But the one brought me. IIp like this is what 1 stTIlggle for is the
'one I sold from those Japanese people to with. Filipino workers, like
that. That helps me that way. Because, if tllat Japanese growing
11ad and he make 'money witIl the Filipino worker, I think, I can try,.
see. So , that's the one b'ring me up better than before.

PL: Oh, I see. And so, you mean to say that ,did you start your fann
in order to give people jobs like that? Filipino people jobs?

JT: Thatis what Ijrnthinking,because if only myself, you cannot make
money. What one man can do? I let my money work. Open more fanns
so tllere is workers call lvork. And that way we get more income.

PL: S·o ]10\v did you sta.rted your farm? \\Tllere did you get all this money
to lease 'em aJld buy lan,d like that?

JT: In the beginning, after the vVar, while I was in lJ. S. E.1). worl~ing like
tllat, IllY wife was WOTkiJ1g, my girl was workirlg. "Ve make money that
wartime. So, after that, I thin1(, I have about fifteen thousand
(dollars). Ready for go philippine Island, you know. That time, not
one Inarried, yet, eh. 'As why I told my wife, "We better go back!
Philippirle before some of them going TIlarried I-Ia\vaii." But we don't
blOW tllat. sonle of our girls get promises already, eh. They hear th.at
we going back, they marry right, away, you know.

(Laughter)

JT: So, now' I thil1k, more better not yet, because we going~back

Philippine. Or else you follow Philippine Island. 1nen, "Oh, 'as
alright,Pa. \AJe make money and tllen we go. We go all bwnbye." No
lTIOre tllree months, the other one go in again. So, no can go home, eh.
I no like go and leave tllem over l1ere . No. So, I figllre, no more
the job. No TI10re war now. No Inore da kine lTIOney making already, see It

I get the money ready to go 0111y. So " I'figure, this \Vay, if we no
go invest this money for something that we can make money' from, we
gOillg lose all this money. So, I open this place.

PL: lVhat year was that when you opell tIlis place?

JT: This on.e, I Ilave tllis one 1946, this one here.. I was going sell tIlis
before I go home, beCa1.1Se this is the one I get in 1943. And tIlen,
since we no can, '46, tIle two of them get married, eh, so I open
this with, the money I get. This that I'm nmIling from 1943, '45, '46
until now, it gives me Iittle bit money buy property li1(e that. And
better.. vVe can get little bit better living thall before. Because
we get coming from what we select and base there. We can pay jabon
1iI(e tllat. We can buy something what we like buy. I bought ab'out
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eighty acre land from this business.

PL: So, are you happy now that you have all this land?

JT: ·Oh,yeah.!· I am happy, because I get eighty I'acre for my eigllt·
c11ildren, see. 'Nuff (eIlough). .And we can kaukau. Stil'l rwming
yet.

PL: lVhen you open this farmout here, was 1946, rigllt?

JT: This was 1946. The first strike in the plantation.

PL: Oh, so did the strikers come and ask you for ...

JT: Work, yea]1. For work. The. one not on duty will come. Only six
hours now.. And tJlen, in lill1chtime, .they go on duty again.. I mean,
because the strikers, they get.watchman, too, eh. Security, like that,
eh.

PL : A11d how much did you used to pay tlleln?

JT: 75¢ one hour.

PL: And how ma.ny workers at aIle time come?

JT: Sometimes IS, 20 over here. This place over here. Cut the California
grass.

PL: Did the strikers, like that, tIle group as a w1101e- -you know , the leaders
like that--did they came here to donate food like that maybe?

JT: 011, no, 110t t11at 1946. No. TI1is later, yeah. I t11illk, the last
two strike. T\vo strike past, eh. I remember they cam~.

PL: And· did you sympathize with them? Did you help them, like that?

JT: No, was not. W·as 11appen I 110 more the time. They jtlst ask me for one
cow., because tlley IGIB.W t}1at I get pas ture over t11ere, e]l. But they
no ask my money. But they· ask me one cqw for the kitchen, eh. But
the cow is sold to one guy already. I cannot. So, I talk to them.
"I got to see this gtty, my partner, because I sold half of that .. "
So, I ask }1inl, too, eh, Vincano u11 Wllitmore Ci ty.. "Tllese guys asking
thlsmllch. 111i5 about for tIle kitcllell." But, }1e 110 agree t11at, ·that's
\V}1Y I 110 call PllSh him up, you know. TIle kang kong and all those taro,
I give. Because 'as... ---- ---- ----

PL: And plus the people come in here and work, too, right?

JT : Yea11 , yeah, yeah, yeah.

PL: In a sense, you're helping them,right?



JT: Yeah.
taro.

They ask otanUll, eh, all the balangeg, eh. I give them that
I give them. The hasu I give them for ka~au.
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PL: Oh, Tata,you mention that you were naturalized in· 1940s?

JT: 1957.

PL: wny did you want to be naturalized?

JT: No sel1se. I tl1ink it over. If I go home, I know where to go in the
Philippines, but not one of IllY childrens going follo\\T .. Plus, the
Unj ted States is a better goverJlment tl1an a.ny-r else that I knO\v.
Yeall. The only thing is the la\,y is Iittle bi t too soft for t11e
criminal people like that.. But for take care people, tIle government
is tllcre.

PL: So, is that why you...

JT: That's why the reason, more better be a United 'States citizens. No
lleed go back P11ilippi.nes already. When you go back over there, yOll
leave all your childrens over here. And you know that \vhenyou go
over there, you going get hard time. Why you like go when we are
in this place already that is 'Ale get a good goverrl1TI.ent over here.
Looking after people.

PL : Okay, let's talk ab'outtime, Tata. Ab'out Depression, then, okay?

JT: 1930.

PL: ~Vhat do you recall about the ~ffects of the Depression on your
family? Did it affect your family?

JT: No, 110. Nothil1g, thOllgh, to me ill 1932, theDepressiol~ that you
said. Mlat I heard from t}lose I-IawaiiaJ1 Pine people ,they wen.t to
t}le beach. just to catch fish, because they no more job. Waialua
Sugar, we have job. We have job, yeah.. Only thing is some Brodie
4 people come down to the b'each, tIley pass. They saw our kaukau tin
like tllat, tIley pick 'em.up, yOll know. Not only me. Plenty people
irrigating by HalelnarlO 5 ,ell, we come back for our kaukau tin lunch
time, no TIIOre. So, t}le Brodie. 4 people come down to t11e beach, they
pick up our kaukau till by trle roadside and they eat 'em. Yeah,
th.at 's aIle. Bllt for us that we got 11ard time, no. The sugar
plantation is not. '

PL: Do 'YOll know if the plantation laid off any people during the
Depression?

JT: No. TIley, laid off, because they were, you know--when they do
something wrong, the only thing, they fired 'em out. Because
Apo Ligot bri11ging people wi thOllt order. Yeah. T11ey just send the
money to bring these people come over 11ere. . So, Iittle .bi t mistake
from this one, throwaway. Take the other one.



PL: Were vegetable crops p1al1ted by tIle plantation during tIle Depression
like tllat?

JT: No. Not this vVaialua. Not the sugar planter. I remember lVaialua--
'if I'm not mistaken, in 1938, I tllink. No, I don't know what year'
was thatft vVe p1a11t Irisll potato on,e time. But they come out no
'good., eh. l'he potato good that come out good. Can eat, but I th~nk

110 more enough money. 'As why tIley j1.1st try that one time and pau.
That's all they plant. All this time, sugar cane, only.

PL: Okay, Ta.ta, wIlen the plantation. started using machines like TIlechanical
plallters, did you know anybody who was out of work, because of
plantation using ....

JT: YeaIl, yeah. Like tIle loaders. The 11apai ko, w}latthey call li1apai
ko" r-n1e cut cane used to be fou,r, five gang, yOll k110\v, cuttillg.
And the11 the 11apai'ko, one gang---two gang, Kawailoaandthis side,
yOUk110W. 'As· plenty people , yOll kn.ow. So ,wIlen the· machine come,
this planters came l1ere, eVe]l Ballfoot truck.

PL: vVhat you mean by Ballfoot?

JT: Ballfoot truck. Tne railway going spread ill tIle fields to bring, tIle
empty car ill. And tllen tIle 11apai ko load uP. the team inside tIle car.
Tllat 011e, 110 more t]lat one no\v. r[h.e whole gang, no 11101'e. No more
th.at one, Ballfoot truck~~ 'As tlyO gal1g SU11posed to be .. One Kawailoa
and one at lJ\Taialua,. Two of them, two of the gang disappear.

PL: 011, so this gang, did they get laid off then? Because they no 'more
job? '

JT: Not laid off.. They get jobs. Ihe road alld they stay on the road.
They get. Not all laid off. But they assign them to irrigating and
to'cutting grass. Before they not using plenty poison, eh. We used'
to cut, eh, tIle grass. Now...

PL: Do you remember what year they started poisoning, like that?
I-Ierbicide?

JT: OIl, that is rigllt after t11e War. I remember the strong....yeah.
ivlost time, rigllt after the War, they use the poison.. 1'hat time,
little b)T little. Then, tlleystlldy 110\y and what kind of poison of
this kind grass now, eh. l'hey get plenty different kind now.
Before, u~ed to poison the koa like that. But they scared to bring
'em outs ide. But, after aIr;-they study'. The poison is big help to
the plantation, eh. So, now th.ey no going run away from that. They
kno\\}" tIlat it's help to the company. They save up manpower, the·
poison. One man can do ho\v rnanyacre 0]1e day. With tIle poison. That
one, too, is stealing the job. (Laughs)

PL: Okay, Tata, do you remember what year when they used to give free
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thillgS like that to the workers? Like kerosene, like tllat, okay?
Firewood, tIley give 'enl free. tIouses, you know. What else, you
know? '~at else did,you get free from the plantation?

JT: 'From the plantation? That's all.

PL: Tha~ t 's a~ll?

J'T: Firewood, kerosene. Wllen the stove came, they give us kerosene. No
more tIle firewood. Only the, banyo get. So many·· gallon for one
familY,likethat, yeah. I don't remember what ,year was that.. But
in 1936, we still get gas. '35, '36. And we get the stove already.

PL : Okay. ~Vlleredid you used to shop for foo'd like that? Or clothes
lil(~ that? Did you used to do your s}10pping all from the plantation
store like that?

JT: Yeah. 'As right. Some people call go dOWD to some private stores in
Haleiwa, eh. 1110se who become thefrieIld of the dealer over there.
But, like us, we deal to the plantation store.

END OF SIDE ONE.

SIDE TWO.

PL: Okay, Tata, you said you used to do YOllr shopping at tIle plantation
store. Can you remember wllat kind of can goods did they 11ave then,
the store?

JT: I renlenlber some. That hoki from, Japan. Sllellsfrom Japan. Sardi11es
froIll the ~~laill1alld. T\voCITfferellt kind of sardines and sa~mon" like
that. TIlat , s all the, kind stuff that we used to buy from Japan and
from the~1ainland. '

PL: DidtIley s11ipcan goods from the Philippines like that, too? Did
they }lave any?

J1' : 'TIla t time, no. Until now. I don't know until now. I don't know
tllative have, some call stuff from the Philippines Islalld. But the
driecl fish like bagoong, that is from before the War. We have that
stllff fronl PIli I ippines .

PL: AIl<.l h01v about preserving tIle food, like tllat, yeah? To keep is not
to spoil fast. How did you folks used to do t}1at?

JT: 011 ,ivhen \v-e have fish, fresh fish, like that. Kind of c11eap }(ind ..
And tIlen \v-e buy and tIlen we sa-It 'em Ul). To prevellt' spoils like that.
Because we no Ilave no ice5-bxat tJlat tinle. So, we salt 'em up and
then we call that s inubwa. Throw' ern in a c11arcoal, eh. That
\yay .

PL: What you'call that, Tata?
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JT : 01arcoal. Cook' em wi tIl the tillunlJ. In Filipina, tinwlu.

PL: How about the meats, like.that, Tata? Meat, veget ...

JT: ·1v1eat, we no can. We jllStbuy enougll that we can use right away.
Because we l1ave no icebox.

PL: How about preservillg frul ts, .like that? Fruits, vegetables, like
tllat?

JT : Fruits, we pickle 'em Ltp. lVeplanting;. \vllen plenty, we harvest
from garden like that to pick up tIle stuff. And tIlen we pick 'em
up. And then we pickle up. We Pllt vinegar or soyu 1i1<e that. Or
else bagoong, we put that. That 's all. We can. just keep that about
three, four days. 'As all.

PL: vVhat killd of fruits did you used to pickle?

JT : TIle eggplant. Cook the eggplant with all th.at salty stuff. Thatyou
can ke~p 'em for i ~ATO or tPree ~ days. 1ike tha t .

PL: Besides eggplants, what else?

JT: TIlat' s all for kaukau. Fo·r what \ve eat in 11ome, like fruits, eh.
But these fruits in. the store now ,\Ve l1ave that before. In the store
get IJlellty. Bllt is not we buy plenty for keep hOTIle like that.
Ivlaybc, when we go---the kids go, buy enough for them to eat that day
or tOTI10ryow. That's all.

PL: Like what kind fruits did they l.lsed to sell at the store like that?
What kinds of...

J1': Oh, tIle ora.nge, apples, grapes. From the Mainlan'd, that. All from
the !vIainland.

PL: Oh, I see. What year was that when they had fresh fruits?

JT: From 1926 when I came Waialua. Over here in the store.

PL : 011, they l1ad al ready?

JT: lVe have, but all from tIle ~'1ailllallcl.

PL: Did you or Na.na used to pickle frui ts, like tllat? To preserve.' em?

J1': Yeah.. Tllat's all. Sometimes, pa!Jaya. We have plenty papaya to
preve11t them- - -before it comes ripes, we pick 'em up. lVe pick 'em
up and then we- - -what do you call that l<ind, now? lVe chop, we have
no-equipments for ....

PL: Oh, grating the papaya?
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JT: tvlaybe 11ad before, but I no think of buying stuff. lVe just chop,
chop wi th the kl1ife, you know. And then slice 'em up fine. TheIl \ve
put pickles. lVe put hot pepper and -vinegar. Tllat, long time, that
one, can keep. Maybe two weeks, three weeks, you can 'keep that

..wi tIl0ut icebox.

PL: 'Do you remelnber anything-~-if they have like com flakes, like that,
like what they have now?

JT: No, I don't remember that, corn flakes. This one just come out
lately, I think.

PL: Like wllat else you can. buy at tIle store tIlat you ,CaJ1 use 'em right
away, besides can goods like that? Did you have fresh sausages like
t}lat? Longganisa?

JT: That t S from tIle' Spanish land, tIle cl:ori zo to That one d.ry one, the one
in tIle can. I think that is from tIle States, the hard kind. Salt
dnrizo, like tIlat. 'As all they get. Portllgee sau,sage, no more,
but. Only tl1at.

PL: Andh.o\v you used to keep your foods so that the cockroaches like that
or bugs cannot get into that?

JT : (Lallg}ls) 011, yeall, tllatone. rro protect the rats or the cockroach
or flies like tha.t, cover up safety wi tIl the cover of the pot cover.
That's all.

PL: That's all?

JT: lVe got a safet)T wi th a cover. A1ld then the salad, we put 'em in tIle
shelves sometimes, wi tIl the cover. Beca.use sometimes, the cockroach,
you know, cockroach sneak tllemselves---struggle 'to go inside, ell.
Especially when they smell, so, we have to put cover to safety the
fooel tha,t· we have ..

PL: W}lat kind of things did you. use to kill the bugs, like that? Had
Raid, like tllat?

JI: No. Nothing. No more spray. No more. Only now, I think. I don't
kno'f\l \"hell these spray for lTIOSqlli toes, like tllat, a.nd for, tIle flies,
like that. But before, no. The flies you have to (tri\re 'em out only.
But 1110sqllitoes, we }lave da kine tJapanse mosquito ,plInk we call. TIlat
is for sleepil1g time in the nigllt.

PL: 0}1, l"llat year \vas that \vhen we h.ave 'ern? Wllat year about you was using
punks, like t}lat~

JT: Oh, longtinle. Before I cmneHawaii. TIlat \vas import by tIle United
States from Japan. When I came in 1926, tIley have that, yeah, a1ready !l

ItAs from Japan, I think.



PL: I-IO\\T about to kill rats like tlla.t? How you used to kill 'em? Did
you have poison for rats like that?

JT: No, 14e llave our rat trap. We buy from the store. Only now, they
.use poisons. l"1l1en they find out th~ cane is chew by the rats, then
tIley took poison in the cane field, like that. So, we .can have sonle,
·too, before w]lell we were in tIle plantation, eh. And then t]lere for
our chicl(ens like that, you know. But now, I don't know. Look like
they not using 110W. Plantation.

PL: Oh, did you used to have chickens? Did you use to raise chickens?

JT: Yeah, we used to raise for eggs like that.

PL: How many chicken you used to have? ApproxiTI'~tely?'

JT: Oh, ill that place, yeah, I think my hens was 15, 16 hens, I guess.

PL: Did you used to sell- - - if you }lave extra like that?

JT: No can. No can.

PL: Extra egg? No?

JT: I just keep 'em'for my kids. (Laughs)

PL: OIl, I see. lVhat else beside chicken. you llsed to raise?

JT: Oh, in plantation, I had raising pig too for 110me use. Pigs. ·Kil1.
A couple of them...

PL: How many pigs you used to have?

JT: I have one mother pig. And then I keep the babies, eh.

PL: When was this? When?

JT: In Kallika CaITIp. Vvaialua Plantation, but I stay in that section camp.
I-Ialemano side. Th.at was in 1931, '32. '32, I was th.ere, yeah. '32,
, 33, '34, '35, '36, I decide to go out from the plalltation, because
'as tIle 11ighest pay I get from the plantation is only dollar half a
day.

PL: Okay, Tata, you melltioned tl1at you used to cook in the morning, like
that, eh. Okay. How did you learn to cook food like that?

JT: Cook \vitIl tIle stO\Te. Tllis kerosene stove.
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PL: Did you learll 110\v to cook different kinds, like Japanese cooking? Did
you learn how to cook like that?

JT: No. We just cook in our way. In the beginning, we don't have the



stove, \ve used to cook \vit}l the firewood., e11. \Vl1ile I ,vas tllere.
1926 lmti1 1928, we stay cooking- --,some people is cooking in the
stove now, kerosene stove, but peoples cannot buy right away.

PL: ,Like what kind cooking? I don't mean how you cook it. It's what
kind you cook?

JT : 011, 1ike cook rice. And then, vegetables with dried sllrimp and cook
~ago~Eg, like that.

PL: 'Oh, is that ...

JT: Diningding latta.

PL: No ...

JT: 1:Vhen we h.appen we get littl~ bit money for buy meat, we buy meat.
Pork al1d cook' em in our way , Filipino way.

PL: AIld yOll said, \,,11ell you used to raise cllicken, Tata, is t11at just for
the eggs or you used to kill chicken to use cooking, too?

JT: Eggs, and then, when happen the hens can have some and we can bring
'em lIP until come big ,tIlen we kill. 'As all. Use of the chicken.

1Ve call1iot sell. No luore enougll for us yet. (Lauglls) Yeah. No
ca11 sell. No can make mOlley from the chicken. Only keep 'em and
talce the eggs when the hens ....when ready to 5 top 1aying egg, we
give theIn.about tvvo, th.ree eggs like that for hatcll. Tllen, that one
we ]1av'e to brin.g up. We carl bring' em right up. And then we think
it's good for pulehu already, we get some. We kill 'em.

PL: Did you ever raise chicken for fighting like that? Chicken fight?

JT: No. Because I was not gambling that time. No more money for
gambling.· (Laughs) No more.

PL: So, just raise chicken for eat and eggs, like that.

JT: Just raise for my own use. I get the kid.s. Home use only. Some
people, the gambling people, raise chicken for fight.

PL: Okay, 'rata, how abollt clothing like that? Your clot~es, did you buy
it from the store, plantatioll store?

JT: Yeah, from the store we buy. No more money, we just charge to the
store.

PL: How about special clothes like that? Did you ever go to a tailor
shop like that?

JT: Not happen tome. We people used to go outside. Some people, but
not me .. My side, ]10. Because I can buy from the store, from the
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plantation store, eh. Some peoples, they .like hokano kind, eh.
They call afford. Like especially the single man, ell, he go to\Vl1 to
tIle tailor. But me , I get 11ard time. I get four kids, and we are
six or eight people, you know. I cannot afford to. I just khaki .
.That's all I can afford. Khaki and ahina kind clothing. Pants. ~o/

wife. You know. Regular. \~lat we get from·the store is what we.use,
you know.. '

PL: .Al1d yOll mention, too, you said tIlat when you came, you had your
wife then. Do you remember if they had any clubs for women to join
so they can have fW1 like that?

JT : No. No more . No more that kin.d.

PL: ~And w11at do t}le'Alives used to do to keep them busy like that? lVhat
do they do?

JT: 'As all. Planting arowld the house. Planting beans. Like eggplant.
You know, for our kitchen, that. Parya, saluyot like that. 'As
,~llat we plallt. Because if alasi~ no need, we just go buy, like that,
no more InOne)T for buy . Ivlight .as well grow 'em up. Even just little,
I'm growing aroW1d my cane field. Squash around tIle Calle field. By
my yard is saluyot, any kind vegetables or' Fili11il10 vegetables like
that. So, we no' can buy, because we have no money enough to buy.
That's on $1.52 'a day. Too lTIucll for six people. Too small for six
people. .

PL: Okay, Tata. Now, let's go into about tIle War, theIl, Tata. lVllentlle
Japanese a.ttack Pearl ffarb'or., where were you at that time when ·the)!
attack Pearl Harbor?

JT: TIle Sunday at 7 0' clock, I was at home. I just got IIp al1d I hear
the planes in the morning. Then, when I came .out from .~myhouse, I
a.sk some of TI1Y n.eighbor, "I-Iow come? Why is this?"· "They all th.ey
practice. ft 'As what they said. Practice. But I saw the bullet come
out from the pla.ne, the United States plane, and otller Japanese
tl1at---SolUld of tIle oth.er plane is different kind sound as ours, yOll
kno\\l. So, they said that aIle to throw do\vn. I said, "lrVlly? If that
is p'ractice, al1d that is to bllnl down, how about the rnan inside?"
'As \vllY I talk to tIle old man over here, Lanlbatring, ell. Said, "No,
I t11il1k tIle tllillg fly just itself. No more TIlan." I said, "I d011't
thi11k, becallSe it's shooting, too." Yeah. So, wJlen time to fi re ,
\ve call see tIle fire, you k110W.. Yea}l. And then about 9 0' clock, on.e
mall COIne ll0TIle from Honolulu- - Ilino is 11is name.. Ilino my Inan wl1ile
I was '\larking in U.S.E.D., u.S. El).gineer, he's one of my man. He said,
"Ell, Jose, they attack Pearl Harbor!" I said, "Ell, what?" He said,
"TIley attack Pea.rl Harbor, the Japanese. Bomb the Pearl Harbor and
hangarwh~re we were working yesterday"- -that Saturday we were· working
eh- -said, "The ,~arehouse that we were working yesterday I the last
hangar to Kana side is blown out. Even the warehouse that we were
working." Said, "r no believe," in the first time.. But when I saw the
plalle fire already, and then producing fire and dive to the oCean
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like t11at, 'as when I know that is true.. Then, I hear the radio.
We have radio, some guys.

PL: .You said that you used to work at Schofield, okay, Tata. And you
said t11at you was working the day before they' bomb' near' Schofield .. ,

JT: I was worki11g that Saturday.

PL: So, you lucky you guys don't have work Sunday, eh?

JT: I was sLlpposed to go that Sunday. But another gang,. the Filipino guy,
Pisaro, plenty of his man did not make tl1e' 48 hours. So my gang \vas
straight from Monday througI1 Saturday. That was not "var time, y~t.

Only, \ve working for the 'defense job. So, the boss was picking ~up

all tllose who did not make the 48 hours. So ,Pisa~ro' s gang is
plenty people no more 48. So., the superintendent tell IllY gang
SU11posed to stay 110me tOlTIOrrOW, b~cause these guys can make their
110ur, e11. TIley make their hour for t11isweek. So, \\Te stay home.
But these guys ~vel1t, Pisaro, was there. But I dab' t lmow what
happen to them., because th.etrench that I was Slll)posed to dig that
day., Stmday, th.e trench that I was digging Saturday, that was bomb
over t:here. AJld then, Pisaro supposed to go t}1ere, but they changed.
BeforetJle \\Torkers go il1tO the job where he "vas assigned,the thing
\vas bOInbed already. So, may'be tJ1ey jllSt go back, or I. don't know
wl1el'e tIley .went . Because the trench was started with the maclline
gun ,you know.

PL: Do you know if anyb'ody from that gang died?

JT: No., no. ll1at's \vl1Y I believe tllat they were 110t in tIle otJler job at
that time, because was early, yeah. They were not in. the job. The
llext day, 'as \\T]1en we went to go up to work. But tIley sent us honle,
becatIse it's not too safety, yet. So, we went home. The third day,
'as when we went. 'As when rfound, tIle man that came that Saturday
on the 6tl1 of December- - -one IJlenty people.. 'As around hundr~d

people something to two hUl1dred in the tent. That's the place where
\ve clean tIp tllat day for tlleyset LIp tlleir tel1t. They can set up
their tent" tIle soldiers that is coming from the I\1ainland. But that
day, the t11ird day that I went over t'here, tIle one we clean up for
t}leir tent, is like nothing but holes, you know. From bullet holes ..
And Tny boss told ]118 the people t}lat stays in this tent was clean up.
Clean LIp. Not one sllrvive.. 'As ",rh.at my boss told lne. I dOll' t knO\~

]10\v true, becallse wIlen I caJlle, it's already cleall up. 1'}1e tent was
outside. Was pile up in the o1;ller side and pukas,. That was ....

PL: Okay, Tata, and you mention that you said your ]l1e11 supposed to .. · ..

JT : Suppose to ,·\lork t]lat day, SWlday·, yeaJl.

PL: ... ,vorl, that day. But then, the}7 just l1ad 48 hours and then.... you
mean to s.ay that you \vas some killd of supervisor then?

JT: I was a luna. I was the luna of that gang over there. I only work two
weeks, iIT'm not mistaken, the month of May. That year. Until three
weeks. Then, they need a·man that can understand. Then I was
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pull by the boss to be a pusher. Then~ they put me as a regular
lWla that time, because I can follow an.y ellgineer's mark, you know,
w11ereto dig and how much to dig. About sewer line and water line
like tl1at.,

PL: Can you explain more ab'out b'eing a pusher? What do you :mean by being
,a pus}ler,?

JT: Well, I 11ave to keep the----the boss, I ask the boss about what to
d.o over there, and I'm the one who be responsib'le to do it, see.
Just like the radio stations are. being dig, eh,~hey read tIle plan
to me. No fonn. No fonn, but by digging, the dirt is a form. 'As
the llardest one I get, yOUkll0"V. lvithout fonn. We have to dig, dig
about tllree inches, or six incl1es dO"VIl and 'we come out from the
1101e- -the footing like- -COTIle alIt about six inclles, like that. And tIlen
CaIne straight around six illclles.. Instead of pUtti]lg a mold--one
concrete block like tl1at- -for' footing', we put 'em i]1 tIle ground. ~Ve

cut the ground. like that. Shape like a molding. fvIold. That's the
one. 1'hen before my gang go, I got to know from th'e superintendent
what kind of job I have to do witl1 my men.

PL: So you used to "vork there, oka)T. How about tIle following week after
they bomb. How was the condition around vVaialua like that? Did they,
have a lot of troops, you kno\v, Anny man come into Waialua like that?

JT: 111 lVclialua, not much, 'by rvlokuleia, yeall. Moku.leia and tIlis side
here. All, every' intersection.s, all the bridges, all watch by the
Anny.. Because they not sure \v-hether the carrier bin went back
already:oi" 110t, see. So, they h.ave to watch. T11ey-have to be ·alert
for 24 ]lours, you know, tIlattinle. But the first tIling ,ve kl10W tI1at
\ve are safe, that's ,vhy. T11e radio says we are safe. But the. Anny
sta~y a\vake for 24 hours that tinle. lJntil was really clear.

PL: Did you do any vollll1teer work for the Army?

JT: No, ]10. I work for the Anny, but we get paid. Not vollmteer, that. time.
Maybe, some, but I don't }<now hO\\T true is that. Some guys over there
tIley 'say t11ey go for home defense.. TIley were. teaching people 110W to
defend the ll0me. Some old middle-aged people .... 011e of my friends
told )net}lat \\TC have a school for how to watch ourselves. In other
words, just like National Guard. The one cannot go to the front. We
teac}1ing over l1ere for to defend our own home over here. But, me, I
was at the j ob, yea11.

PL: Ca]1 you tell me your conditiollS, like, wl1ell they have martial law,
like that, can yOll "cell me abollt the blackouts? Did they affect yo~r

family?

J1': Yeah. In the night, everybody cannot put light on at our house.. ll1at' s
the llU1nbug of the civiliaIl t}lat's had. pleI1ty kids like that.. Because
they carn10t get light. We have to make ready at about 4 o'clock. Soon
as daylight get, everytl1ing must be ready for tonight, so the things to
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be touch by nigIlt time, you llave to make ready in the day time,
because you have noligIlt. No lights at all. Evell our cars, we cannot
go out. We cannot go out wi tIl our affairs in the night. We can go in
the day time. With the ration, wellave five gallons. Some peap'le, ~wo,

·three gallon like that. 1 think I have five gallon a week 01" •••• 1
don't know. I forget that already. .

PL : You mean that's tIle gas rationing?

JT: 'Yeah, gas rationing. Yeah.

P,L: Did you use your car to go to work?

JT : No. I ,vas ridill£ tIle COnll)an-y' s trucl(. TIle used truck. Tllat is
sUPI-)ly by tIle caffipany ~ We no worry about tIle gas ,for go work and
come home, because we get tIle truck of the company . And then, the
truck is quicl( .. ' 1$ ready for everything, so we no use our car for
go to work. Some people tlla.tthey want. to'go \AJork with new cars,
new trucks from the compmlypass by their place say they are suppose to
brin.g t}leir car.. They get more ratioll now. They get more gas to lIse,
because they tell the boss tllat, "1 am workillg with my car.. So, I need
gas for go ta\vork." And tIley lleed the \vorkers, so they have to give
gas or tIley have to give ride or truck like that. But get in the
truck, aIle, two,people, like that, more better give them gasoline ..
'At's what they figure. Peoples over here, Waialua side, some. they
go 'with~ the car.

PL: kld did you used to work holidays like that, too? Did they force you
to work on the holidays?

JT: Y~u rnean, wartime?

PL: Wartime, yeah.

JT: Oh yes. When we put up the tent up Kolekole Pass, you mow, over
there.. ~Ve work lU1til about 12 o'clock. Com.e home, eat, wake up
6 o'clock, go IIp work. I forget, but, allyway, from 6 to 12, becau.se
tIle troops coming from th,e ivlainland, eh, and no more houses. No more
houses. The one over here was ·b·omb before ..

PL: So, you put up houses ...

JT: Put IIp tIle tent ..

PL: Tellt.,' like tha.t, for the Army? But then you was getting paid then, eh?

JT: All, we pay. We getting paid up on that.

PL: Did the ArmY man, did they ever mistaken you for a Japanese man?

JT: 1"10.
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PL: Becallse I heard, you know, that some Filipinos are mistaken by the
Army guys that they are Japa11ese , and ....

JT: ·No, I no hear that.

PL: I-Iow about rationing of food like tl1at? Did they have rationi.ng of .
food? --

tJT: Plantation?

PL: 1'10,110, no. During the War like that. Can you buy any much you want?
At that time?

J'f: 011, we call buy any muc}l. But wl1at tIle Anl1Y doing in tIle beginning
was ....wIlile the fight. was still kind of serious yet, eh~, they let
tIle people go work. And tiley give aid. Every workers that go up to
Schofield, like that, lllnch time, we go to the mess hall. No charge,
110 pay.. vVe no bring lunch from home. We no bring lllnch. Anyl)od:y hlUlgry
011 the job, go toth.e mess l1al1. LlU1Cll time. Eve11 in the nigllt tIley go.
Plenty eat. Plenty eat that time. You no eat vegetables like me
before. That time we went, n.othing but steak. Ste\v. tv1eat. Nothing.
TIle 111ell is tl11~owillg away .. VV11at they bring today. fv1aybe, that's
m(l~e me sick, you know,the food.. lrVllat get today, after this, today,
they tllrow away ·thell. Yeah. And thell when you see tIle cans, you
kll0W, the rubbish cans, eh, the slop cans outside, overflowing. Some
is good mea.t.

PL: So, during the \Var at Schofield Barracks, you get plenty food then?

JT: Plenty food.. Plenty food. Plen.ty ..

PL: Okay, Tata, let's talk about in 1946, you said that yo~ open up this
side of the farm, okay ...

JT: In '43.

PL: And in '46, you expand here?

JT: Yea.l1, I expand this 'sid.e in 1946.

PL: The plantation ha4 strike at that time.

JT: 1946, that's when I open this.

PL: Yeah, okay. Let's. talk about tI1is.
is that? Is that shipping strike?

1949 strike. l~lat kind strike
1949? You remember that?

JT: That is the stevedore, I think.

PL: Yeah.

JT: I was in Hawaiian Dredging at that time.



PL: Oh. But you had your farm, okay?

JT: I 11ad my farm~

PL: '.And did it affect you, like, maybe shipping your crops like that,
your Jlasu? Did it affect you?

JT: III tIle boat, yeall. That was affect little bit, but not too long,
because we are board on boat that time. No luore plal1e yet. Sowe
stay at tIle boat, yeah. So whell the ship strike, that is i11 1948.
'48., I stay by TripIer. No, no, Kunia Road. '48. No, that was '46,
tIle big strike .. Plantation strike. A11d t}len the boat strike ..... I
dOll't kll0W vvhat year was tllat, but tl13.t 'swhy we call110t ship our
hasu., because the stevedores.\vere on strike that time (1949) .

PL: Did you lose mon.ey because of that, or....

JT: No. No. Because my crop is different of the qther crop.. My crop,
if I no call sell in one month time, still can---if fyoni. now is
read)T maybe one, two, tllree months like that, still there waiting
for market. Not affected..

PL: Tata, what month do you usually harvest, like that? Dig up the
haStl?

JT: Mont}l of September. I used to start .September, SOllletimes August.

PL: And right, after you dig 'em out, you plant again, like that?

J1': Yeah,we used to do that before, but" you know, Filipino style, we
have to seedling yet, the pulapula. And then you will try to plant
in Filipino way by timing, you know to produce more hasu. That's
\vhat I do. ---,

PL: \Vhat you mean 11y timing?

JT: Tl1e timing, yeah. Because if you just soak 'em in, will give you a
l1asu, but not mucll as you plant in time. You plant in time of
planting of tllat kind stuff.

PL: So wh.at month?

JT: TIle saIne lTIOIltll. In e\Tery rnol1tJl, there is a planting time. Anytilne,
)TOU call plant, y'eah, lJut you sOlnetirnes ....

PL: How do YOll decide the planting time? How do you do that? I mean,
how do you know it's that planting time already?

J'T: I know. B)T lookin,g the calendar. \Vatching t11e moon. 'As my sign.

PL: Oh, the moon like that. You use the moon.
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JT: The moon. The moon, yeah. TJ1e ITIOOn go according to tIle tide, too.
TIlat's why I believe I llave more l1roductioll than plant any kind.
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PL: 011, I see.
like that?

What do you mean b)T moon? Is it full moon or l1al£ moon
I mean, what day of the month you usually plant?

JT: It depend' when is the full moon.

PL: 'But usually full moon you plant?

JT: No. Before full lTIOOTI. Three days before full moon. So ,\That you'}lave
to \vatch is the Ila1f moon. TIle rail up. Like this, eh. Like this
kind. Sun'clay~ tIle fi rst.

PL: (explaining) Okay, he's showing me the map now.

JT: 111e first, ell. 'As new moon over 11ere.

PL: (explaining) He's showing me a calendar right now.

t-JT: TIlis is half, yeah. Straight. Just like you cut 'em with a knife.
And tllen, aIle, two, t11ree, fouY, five, six, seven, eigllt. Yeah, 'as
full. Then, my planting is there.

PL : OIl, okay.

JT: Tllerl, \vhen. I come here, I follow th.isthree days time, Ipau.
rrhis is 110W a full moon ,ell.. Over }ler~ is the full moon. So, on the
tell, tIlis on.e llere, notlling. For this lTIonth. Notllin.g to plant.
TJlat is tl~e tinling. And Ik110w I get better crop done.

PL: ~l, I see. Mlen you dig 'em, too, cloyou take all at one time on,
like you said September, okay. Your harvesting month. Do you take
'em all at one time?

JT: You mean the wIlole harvest? It depelld if that one come up to two
th6uSllild,. three thousand pound, I dig the three thousand pound. If
fouY tllousand, I dig four thousand of it. TIle following week again,.
anotller two, three thousand, I pull. I pull tIle hasu.

PL: What kind of tools do you need for ... ·

JT: For digging?

PL: Yea}l. Planting the hasu.

JT: Only s~.ckle.. For cut the leaves alld t11e vines. But to bring out
the 11asu from the mud by }land power.

PL: Oh. Just.pull 'em out?

JT: No, no" . l'\Te' have to clean up" The thing is layi.ng dOWl1 on the
ground like tha.t. So we clean up the ·side. And take tIle baby out.
Float the baby out. And then you stick your hand like this under the



hasu, and tllen you take 'em out. Is easy. Otherwise going broke.

PL: How 10]lg the hasu roots like that? The averB:ge length.

JT: ·1'he 1ellgtll of the hasu? Oh, sometimes, five., six joint. That's
about tllree feet sometI1ing. Get this le]lgtll.' Most time like that
'wI1ell I get the ...

PL: And Il0W many in one? In one hasu, like that, how many roots you
can take from there?

JT: No, no. The hasu is come from the vine. TIle leaves, now. You see
tIle hasu? You can see there now, eh? The hasu, the vine is over
here~he leaves over here. 1ne vine is over here. And every one
foot apart is a110ther leaves again come up. And where the leaves is
anotller brancll again go out. You see;. But 'when time to prodllce
}lasu like tllat,' you goi]1g prodllce }lasll already. The roots. Thel1 ,
-instead of branc}l out, the hasu come up. I mean, the potato come.
Hasu. 'As the one you going dig.

PL: How about 'wateI'ing stuff like that? f-Iow you used to water?

Jrr: No, I l1everspray. That hasu patch cannot de'penel only hanawai
like that or punlp. Pump and flooding up. 24 110urs flooding up.
Because '''}lat these plCUlts ·like is water all the time. Only whel1 the
first five days after you plant, you cannot give plenty water,
becau..se they going float. So you can leave-about one, two weeks like
that unti+ leaves come up already, so it goes .... tIle roots is holding
tIle dirt already. They cannot go away from there. Unless big 'flood
like tIlat. Then, that tilne float and go.

PL: So, all this field water is from the spraying water?

JT: All Jlasu plants got to be sprayillg water. I only pump a little water
at the place Wlle!'e the spring water cannot go up too muc}l. In other
words, the spraying cannot dig enough.

PL: And are you using a pump rigllt now?

JT: Yea.h, yeah. Right now.

PL: Since \vhen you started using pUInp?

JT: Oh, tIlis one, I llotice tIlis w'ater CaIne do,vn smaller now in tIle sprillg.
lVllell tIle pla]ltation Ii.ad a big well over tllere for tl1eir own big ptunp,
tIlat good. Like now, ell, tIley plll11ping over th,ere no\v. Hard time,
ell.. Pwnping. I hear that pump over there stay up tIle mountain is one
hLlndred feet below the sea level. So, wl1en tIle tlliIlg will pump,
SeeTIIS to me tllattIle sTIlall rain instead of coming down to th.e spring,
t11ey go down to the hole.. Because why tIle water come small? That is
what I think. Every like this comes small.
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PL: Like you, Tata, ' now, when did yOll use tIle pump for plUllp? \Vhat year?

JT : Wai t, wai t. It's ab'out three, four years.

PL: 'Oh yeah?'

JT: Three, fOll!' years I blly PlUIlp!t Because one place over here, no can.
No more enough water.

PL : I-Iow TIlallY aC,res the one you need for pump water?

JT: Oh, about two acre. Two acre and tIle one stay up. TIle spring \vater
go. No can give en,oug]l. ,So I have to Plunp from the TIlainsllring,
because not only one spring. The spring up is that one small one.
But the ot}ler small spring-down flowing-this way. I canplUIlp that
water go up that way. So ,my hasu is havillg enough now. I-Iad the
tIlree pump runniIlg everyday. One tIlree-inch.. And two two - inch . Now,
I get enough water.

PL: And wIlen you llarvest, T~ta, how many helpers do you have like' that?

JT: Sometimes, three, four guys like that. Some part timers outside.
rrhe'y come and pull Saturday, ell. ivly sclledule totlleivlainland is
Ivlonday, so part~tiTIlerS like p'lantatlon people- -they no work Saturday,
and ISW1day, eh--so 'as when I pull. Saturday and Sunday.

PL : And you pay them by. how?

JT: By pounds. 12¢ a pound.

PL: Pulling the weeds like tllat" you don't 11ave regular workers to do
that?

JT: I have. I have.

PL: Oh. How many regular workers do you have?

J1' : I Ilavetwo l1ere 110W . Cannot. \V11en I get five tllousalld POU1ld for one
week, these two guys going get lIard time. But if I keep enough to
11rillg out tIle £ive tllousalld a week., I cannot, because sometimes tIle
orcler will come down, e]l. Sometimes come down to two tllousand, three
tllousancl. l']le two guys can take .care tllat. Sometimes 0111y one
tlloll~al1d. '(Otl lalO'V, the Inarket is floocled, like t}lat. 111.eyr gOillg
C1Jt dO\\11, so, I ]lave 110 jobs for tIle five people if not tIle pullillg.
Yeah.. rnlat' SWh}T I pick up tIle part-tilners outside. So I told my
clLstomer in the Mainland, "I only can ship you by iv10nday or Tuesday 0 "

Tllat figure, I can have part timers---people working the regular on
the week days. I can pull Saturday and Sunday, you see. I can bring
in and SW1day afternoon, I get all the hasu over here. The next day,
tIle wa}lines--ITI)' wife and all the helps--="Wash tIle hasu. I get the
machiI1e. Not hard to wasIl. JlISt sI100t 'em "vi tIl tIle maclline, ell. And
tIlell we crate 'elll up. And ready for Monday or Ipau early !vlonday;
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Tuesday to the plane. So I don't tJ1ink I get trouble wi th the
work.ing , because lean chaI1ge arolIDd my schedule.

PL: ·011, you using plane' now to ship 'em?

JT: .Yeah , over there. Because ...

PL: Since wI1en you started using plal1e to ship?

JT: By box.

PL: I mean, WIler} did you start using plane to send your crop to t11e
Mainland, like that? What year? What year you started?

JT: Before I was pin to the boat in nineteen ...

END OF INfERVIEW

362


	PDF.PDF.pdf
	PDF000
	PDF001
	PDF002
	PDF003

