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MANDATORY 
KINDERGARTEN 

At the present time, Kindergarten 
is not mandatory (HRS Sec. 298-4, 
Sec. 298-8 and Sec 298-9). Most 
children do, however, attend Kindergar
ten. Only a few children enter school 
for the first time as First Graders. 

We recommend that Kindergarten be 
made mandatory. Since the law creating 
Kindergarten was established, there 
have been major changes in the academic 
curriculum for Kindergarten. Educators 
have come to regard Kindergarten as a 
time for teaching even higher levels of 
academic skills. Twenty years ago, 
reading skills were not introduced in 
Kindergarten. Today, may children are 
reading capably in Kindergarten. 

It is when children have not master
ed the skills expected of Kindergarten 
children that problems arise. There 
are mixed feelings about retaining Kin
dergarten children--some teachers and 
principals are reluctant to recommend 
retention because Kindergarten is not 
mandatory1 others regard Kindergarten 
as a part of the total school program 
and have no hesitation in recommending 
retention. 

Mandatory Kindergarten will clarify 
this issue and result in more uniform 
practices regarding promotion and re
tention. 

We propose that any child who reaches 
his fifth birthday by December 31 would 
be required to enroll in Kindergarten 
with the following exception: parents 
of a child who will reach his or her 
f i fth birthday after September l be 
allowed the option of entering the child 
in Kindergarten the following year. 
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WE HOPE THAT ALL OF YOUR ARE 
ENJOYING THE LAST FEW WEEKS OF 
SUMMER BEFORE. THE SCHOOL YEAR 
BEGINS AGAIN ••• Peace and Growth 
to all of us ••• 



BRIEFS 
Native Hawaiian Education Assessment 

Project Report 

A long awaited report, called the 
NHEAP for short, was presented to us 
Education Secretary Terrel Bell in 
March 1983. The report was conducted 
by the Kamehameha Schools/Bishop Estate. 
Goals of the report were to identify 
the needs of Native Hawaiians and to 
identify Native American and local edu
cational pro~rams that meet those needs. 
It is being called the first comprehen
sive study on the educational needs of 
Native Hawaiians and brings out new 
information through scientific methods. 

Senator Daniel Inouye has indicated 
that Senator Robert Stafford (D-VT), 
Chairman of the Education Sub-Committee 
of the Senate Committee on Labor and 
Human Resources, has agreed to hold 
hearings on the report later this year. 
For more information on the report, 
call the Kamehameha Schools or the 
School Coalition. 

One Million Drooouts 

The National Center for Education 
Statistics reports that more than one 
million students who entered public 
high schools in Fall 1977 failed to 
graduate in 1981. The report stated 
that this is an improvement over the 
year before. (Hawaii ranked 11th in 
the nation with 14,415 students enter
ing high schools in 1977 and 11,472, 
or 79.6% of these students receiving 
their diplomas in 1981). 
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Youth in Hawaii 

An Executive Summary of the Hawaii 
Basic Data and Information Book on 
Youth: Youth Twelve to Eighteen put 
together by the Hawaii State Office 
of Children and Youth is now available. 
The publication offers some interesting 
data on youth and the concerns and pro
blems that affect our young, and size
able population. Among these: 

-it cost the State of Hawaii over 
$972,000 to repair damages caused by 
vandalism at public schools in 1980-81. 
This is a 114% increase (more than 
double) over 1979-80. The Oepartment 
of Education partly blames .the increase 
to the ending of the CETA Night Securit~ 
Program. 

-most truants statewide are the six
teen year old male students. In fact, 
males outnumbered female truants in 
all age groups except for the twelve 
year olds. 

-there are about 92,784 students in 
grades seven through twelve (about 46% 
of the total school enrollment in the 
state). Of this, 19% attend private 
schools making Hawaii fifth in tthe 
nation for its private school popula
tion. 

-elementary school students have an 
easier time keeping SAT scores up to the 
national norm, our public high school 
students seem to be having a harder 
time doing so. 
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THE PEACE EDUCATION PROGRAM 

The Peace Education Program began in 
.oril of 1981 in response to reports of 
:rowing violence in homes and schools on 
_he waianae Coast. The program was cre
. ted by a small group of concerned com-
1unity people who recognized that high 
: ates of unemployment, illiteracy and 
l ow self-esteem were causing frustration 
and anger among students and their fami
~ies. Although the group could not at
~empt to solve these basic causes of vio• 
~ence, they created a program to help 
5tudents cope with and overcome con
flicts, frustrations and a poor self 
i mage. 

During the past two years, the 
9rogram has grown. Workshops are 
=onducted in Maili, Makaha and 
Leihoku Elementary Schools, 
Waianae and Nanakuli High 
Schools and Waianae Intermediate 
School. Entrance into a school is 
Conditional upon approval by the princi
pal and team members hope to include all 
schools on the Waianae Coast in the near 
future. 

The Peace Education Program is con-
1ucted in the fifth, seventh and ninth 
1rades. It consists of a two week work-
3hop, held one period daily and led by 
trained community people. Currently 
active team members include: Sister Anna 
~cAnany, Anne Renie, Judy Cocquio, Mabel 
JeCambra, Barbara Kimura, Reverend Alan 
~ark, Dwight Ovitt, Shelley Enos and 
Jovita Domingo. Team members live or 
~ork in the area and understand the corn
~unity and its problems. 

Team members follow a curriculum de
veloped by the group. It includes yoga, 
conflict resolution excercises, role 
9laying and sharing to teach the princi
ples of harmony in the self, the family, 
the school and the world. These excer
cises help students become more aware of 
the beauty on the Waianae Coast. They 
are encouraged to appreciate the joys of 
simple living, and to feel the real ex
citement one experiences while fishing, 
hiking, picnicking or just being. 

continued on page seven 
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DEAR ADVOCATE 

What is the SAT Test and how do we com
pare with others taking the same test? 

All students across the nation are 
given a test called the Stanford Achieve
ment tests, or S-A-T for short. This 
test is used to determine the academic 
levels of the students taking the tests. 

Unlike other tests, most of us are 
used to taking, the SAT is scored by a 
system that uses 'stanines.' Students 
are assigned a stanine according to the 
results they had when they took the test. 

If all the students in the nation 
were put together after taking the test, 
according to stanines, you would end up 
with a bell shaped curve similar to the 
solid line in the chart below. Under 
this 'normal' curve, the bulk of the 
students would be average and the curve 
would be highest above the number five 
(or fifth stanine) which is average. 

In Waianae's case (the dotted line in 
the chart), the scores tell a different 
story. The bulk of students are perfor
ming at the third stanine. Under normal 
conditions, we should have a curve just 
like the solid one. Instead, our stu
dents are performing below the norm (or 
national average). 

COMPARISON OF SAT TEST SCORES 
(US Norm - Waianae Coast) 

1 

Waianae Coast 

........ . . . . . 
• • • • • • • 

2 
BE=low 

3 

. . 

4 

•,. . 

5 

• • • • • 

Average 

STANINES 

• 

National 
Norms 

·• . 
• 

6 7 8 
Above 

9 

page four 

I've read alot about school problems and 
about what needs to be done to correct 
what is happening. Don't you think that 
parents could be more involved? I think 
the parents are responsible for what's 
happening to their children--it 1s their 
fault. They should be more involved. 

If finger pointing and placing blame 
upon those we feel responsible for what 
is wrong with education would work-there 
is enough of it going around to fix our 
problems many times over. Yet, we never 
leave a meeting with someone claiming 
that the entire blame for our educationaJ 
woes rests squarely on the shoulders of 
parents because, "Parents don't care." 

With all of those parents that we 
have worked with, we have yet to come 
across a parent that is sending a child 
to school with all intentions of having 
that child fail. The fact that oarents 
send their children to school signifies 
some concern and care on the part of most 
parents. Parents do care and they are 
being blamed for problems only the insti
tution, the Department of Education, can 
correct. 

There are three main factors that 
affect parent participation and involve
ment in the schools. And while all in
tentions can be made for school personne: 
tq~!nvolve parents, the underlying cause 
for parents and their non-involvement la, 
in the educational system we've set up. -
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PARENTS CARE-THEY JUST DON'T KNOW 

The schools have undergone massive 
changes. The schools are not what we 
knew them to be. Very few of us, inclu
ding schools personnel, really know what 
is going on. · 

Vecy few parents realize that A's and 
B's on a report card may not mean vecy 
much anymore--in some of our schools, 
students on the honor roll are reading 
and performing at the elementacy grade 
l evel. In some schools, students are 
passing classes ·~thout ever being in 
t hem. · 

Parents don't care? Not necessarily. 
How can you get involved if you have 
never been told that your son is not in 
school, and hasn't been there for the 
past six months, even though no one from 
the school has told you and evecything 
seems okay. It's not unique. It does 
happen and it happens more frequently 
than most people know. 

How can parents get involved with 
students because their test scores are 
low--if the parents don't understand the 
test scores? 

Students are suspended from school-in 
some cases withou~ the knowledge of the 
parents. Students that are supposed to 
graduate find out that they aren't-in 
many cases, at the surprise of the 
parent. You cannot get parents ~o get 
involved with a problem if they don't 
even know that a problem exists. 

PARENTS CARE-THEY JUST DON'T KNOW HOW 

Getting parents to realize that 
averything is not as it should be is only 
?art of the problem. After setting up 
~eetings with the school, parents find 
that they are at a loss as to what to do. 
Schools are not equipped to inform all 
?arents about the process and who they 
~eed to see to resolve the problems they 
are faced with. Even those schools that 
can provide this service-don't, until 
~arents learn that they can demand this 
service. 

Very few parents are told that they 
have the option to challenge any deci
sions made by school officials they are 
~eeting with. Even fewer are told their 
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rights before the discussion begins and 
most parents enter the school maze at 
the mercy of the officials they are see
ing. 

Parents are not told that they are an 
integral part of the school and as 
parents have the right to participate in 
the discussions concerning their childrer 
and in the decisions the school makes 
about them. 

Parents don't care? Not really.true. 
Parents do, they just need to realize 
how they can become a part of the sc~ool 
and how they can become involved. With
out it, parents, even if they are aware, 
never really participate and problems 
don't get solved. 

PARENTS CARE-SOME SCHOOLS DON'T 

once parents and students become aware 
of the problems they are faci~g and they 
realize that they do have a right to be 
involved, they are sometimes met ~i~h 
such opposition by the school officials 
that their efforts are blocked. 

Several of our parents have been told 
by principals that even though they wer~ 
involved parents, they weren't necessari
ly going to be listened to. Parent and 
student groups trying to promote some 
change in the schools have been igno 7ed 
in the past and until they end up bring
ing in the news media or are pounding 
doors downtown, they continue to be ig
nored. If you have ever tried to get 
involved with the schools--you know what 
we mean. 

It's at this point that the rest of 
the parents that have mad 7 it this far 
become UN-involved, sometimes for good. 

Parents don't care? It's a cop-out. 
As community people, we've got to stop 
accepting this as a remedy for our pro
blems, because it's not. Nor can we 
allow our school officials to continue 
this excuse and stereotype ALL parents 
on the Waianae Coast. Not only is this 
inaccurate, but the more our school 
officials use it, the more they will be
lieve it. The more they believe it, the 
less they will depend on the input of 
parents in their decisions and more deci
sions will be made without parents. The 
more it is used to make things easier for 
the schools, the more we will see the 
rights of parents and students deterio
ate. 



THE STUDENT 
ADVOCATE PROGRAM 

This summer the second training pro
gram for the Student Advocates took 
place. Working in the E!CAP office in 
the 442 Building across Waianae Inter
mediate School and under the supervision 
of Danette Rayford, fifteen students 
from a variety of schools, ~ent thru 
a seven week course in students rights 
and advocacy. 

The students are in the program thru 
the Surnrn~r Youth Employment Program and 
were able to take part inthe program and 
get paid for it. It has been, in the 
words of several parent volunteers 
"N h , ot t e usual summer employment where 
the kids just pull weeds." 

The Student Advocate Program is de
signed to provide services to students 
and parents who need help in dealing 
wit~ and understand the school system. 
It is modeled after the Parent Advocate 
Program that was also sponsored by the 
Waianae Coast School Concerns Coalition. 

The program helps students deal di
rectly with immediate school problems 
that affect their acievement in school. 
As far as the program is concerned 
differences of viewpoints between the 
school officials, parents and students 
have caused major gaps in communication 
and inthe services being provided to 
students. 

As a part of the program training 
for students, trainees receive infer-· 
raation on the school system, the pro
blems being faced by parents and stu
dents, . students I rights, advocacy and 
mediation. 

page six 

Comments from the Students 

... My name is Elizabeth Simeona and I am 
a Student Advocate. I am attending Wai
anae High School and I am going to be a 
senior ••. The Student Advocate Program is 
designed to provide services to students 
and parents who need help in dealing 
with and understanding the school sys
tern •.• The program is so good that it 
should be all over the state. This pro
gram can really show a person how to 
better understand him/herself and the 
environment. It could even change a 
person from bad to good. It helps you 
to see yourself in a better context and 
this program shows you that you can 
really achieve a goal if you just 
believe in yourself and the things that 
you're good at. 

This program has really brought my 
shyness out. It has made me do things 
I have never done before. I can now 
relate to people without getting ner
vous ••• ! have learned more in this pro
gram than I have ever learned in school. 
I know now for myself that some of the 
incidents that happen in school are not 
supposed tp take place.Some of the staff 
as well as the principal are not doing 
their jobs. They are not implementing 
Chapter 19 and the school rules and 
regulations ••• 

Our supervisor, Danette Rayford is a 
really good one. She has taught us so 
much and shown us how to work with each 
other. She knows what she wants out of 
us and the program. She has worked so 
close and hard with us that sometimes I 
wish she would just take it easy ••• 

I am writing to show my feelings 
about the Student Advocate Program •.• 
I love the Advocate Program because now 
I can help my little brothers and sis
ters when they grow up and go into high 
school. I know it is not easy, especi
ally on the Waianae Coast. At first r 
didn't like the program, but after I 
heard about the problems in school I 

• I 
was pissed off. And if that's not 
enough, parents don't even understand 
what's going on. How can the school 
system do this to us, the students? 
Everytime I think about it, i want to 
cry ••• learning CAN be fun. (Theresa 
Anne Cummings-Nanakuli High School) 
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... My name is Gilbert Ditto, I live in 
Makaha and attend Waianae High School 
and I am member of the Student Advocate 
Program which I feel very proud to be 
in. I like the Student Advocate Program 
and am very willing to carry out what we 
are supposed to do. I feel that if 
everybody is involved and very committed 
to this program, it can come out very 
good ••. If I wasn't doing this I would be 
some place else goofing off or fooling 
around or I might have done something 
wrong, or just cruising around at home, 
just wasting time and time is very im
portant and I want to do something good 
for my time ... ! am learning alot of 
things that will help me later on, it 
teaches me responsibilities and how to 
communicate which I had a hard time do
ing with others .•• ! play a big part in 
this, just like any other student be
cause we are working as one and settling 
problems together ••• 

Students in this year's program 
included: 

Waianae High School 

Jennifer Algarin 
Lemasino Faitau 
Ryan Kamali 
Gilbert Ditto 
Lolita Gualdarama 
Jack Serna 
Christie Kialoa 
Elizabeth Simeona 
Elsalina Hoaeae 

Nanakuli High School 

April Oclinaria 
Theresa-Ann Cummings 
Tammy Elvenia 
Jimmie Swann 

Leeward Community College 

Verna Serna 

Hawaii School for Deaf/Blind 

Jean Zeitler 
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continued from page three 

Throughout the program, each stu
dent's self esteem is allowed to grow, 
thus enabling the students to better 
understand oneself and those around him 
or her. This understanding allows the 
student to help friends and family mem
bers achieve a healthier and more posi
tive self image. 

Students are encouraged to clarify 
their values. They begin to realize 
that conflicts between their vlaues and 
those of the world today must be recog
nized, challenged and resolved. Impres
sed upon students is the fact that true 
conflict resolution is often a difficult 
process, takes time and involves sincere 
effort. 

The Peace Education Program aims to 
help students recognize that world vio
lence affects each person, the family, 
the school and the countr'\J-it is merely 
the sum of individual acts of hatred. 
By encouraging students to build a 
"bank" of kindness, sharing, etc., they 
begin to realize that all violence can 
eventually be overcome. 

If you are interested in learning 
more about the Peace Education Program, 
the next meeting of team members will be 
held on Wednesday, August 24, at 9:30am, 
at the women's support Group Quonset, 
Hale Mahi'ai, near Makaha Elementary 
School. For more specific information, 
please call Sister Anna McAnany, Direc
tor, at 668-1603 or Anne Renio at 696-
8866 or 695-5344. 

(The preceding article was contributed 
by Anne Renie of the Peace Education 
Program. Our sincere mahalo to her for 
her kokua). 
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by Donna Lapilio 
The information age is upon us. The 

oossibilities created by this new tech
~ology are astounding. A great social 
change may be expected and depending on 
~hat we do, our children may benefit 
from this change or they may become the 
victims of it. 

So far, society responds to this 
change by using the computer in a role 
that maintains the status quo. A good 
example of this is how we are using 
computers in our school system. Com
outers are being used to aid teachers 
~ith existing curriculum but because 
~f the numerous possibilities that can 
be created, it may be necessary for us 
to not think of schools in traditional 
sense. 

The three techniques being utilized 
·.vith computers in schools include drill 
and practice, simulation and the teach
ing of the computer language itself. 

In drill and practice, students are 
?Ut through excercises at their own 
oace in a repetitive form. This is an 
effective way to learn. The computer 
reinforces this learning by 'persona
lizing' the lessons. For example, the 
computer would print (7+a:?), the stu
dent might respond by printing the num
ber '10'. The computer might then res
oond with 'That is correct, Keoni, very 
good.' Studies have shown that this 
~ethod of using the computer does im
orove the scores of students that are 
~behind'. This seems to say that with 
~ore sophisticated computer software, 
jrill and practice would work even fast
er. However, instead of patting our~ 
selves or the computers on the back for 
catching students up, there are more 
fundamental questions that need to be 
answered. We should be asking why the 
student needed to catch up and what are 
we expecting the student to catch up 
to? 

In the case of simulation, students 
are engaged in a more active learning 
process. An example would be using the 
computer as a laboratory through wh~ch 
experiments could be performed. While 
this a step away from using a standard 
text it is not a very big step. Simu
lati~n with computers only assimilates 
the traditional structure of classes 

instead of providing any insight into 
anything ' new' . 

The third most popular use of the 
computer in the school has been in 
instructing the student to use computer 
language. The programming language 
called 'BASIC' was designed so that stu
dents could learn to use the computer 
quickly and easily. It uses simple 
language and our students are capable 
of picking it up rather quickly. How
ever, when students get older and their 
thoughts become more complex the use of 
BASIC becomes insufficent. The use of 
BASIC is not enough to teach our stu
dents with and more complex languages 
and uses of the computer are required. 

Before there is a quick development 
of computer programs in the schools, 
shouldn't we take a good look at what 
we want first rather than just use 
computers for its own sake-or to just 
keep up with other school systems? 

The statistics show that we are among 
the first generation in America that 
did not get a better education than 
our parents. This basic problem cannot 
be ignored. Doesn't it suggest a break 
down of the system? 

Our use of the computer, with its 
cost and its effect on the student and 
society need to be better understood. 
We cannot use the computer as a bandaid 
for those problems that result from the 
inability of our schools to properly 
educate the students that work through 
the classroom door. 
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COALITION UPDATE 
The Waianae Coast School Concerns Coa
lition Steering Comrni ttee 
met on July 20, 1983. Several items 
were discussed by the group and the fol
lowing is a brief synapsis of what was 
decided: 

1-we agreed to follow through on 
planning for an educational con
ference in November that would 
serve as an information service to 
the community and as a general 
meeting for the Coalition. More 
specific plans will be discussed 
at next month's meeting. 

2-Approval for the Legislative pac
kage was given (for more informa
tion, see the Update column on 
the Legal/Legislative Committee). 
The next step will be to develop 
strategies for the package and to 
start generating support and parti
cipation. 

3-Approval was requested by the Coor
dinator to begin the planning for 
a Resource Development Plan to 
raise funds for the Coalition. A 
draft plan will be presented to the 
Steering Committee at the next meet· 
ing. 

4-The committee also decided to hold 
a reception for school administra
tors during the educational con
ference in November. 

(If there are any questions on the Steer · 
Committee and its decisions, please call 
the Coalition office: 696-4261). 

The Legal/Legus lati ve Committee 
Committee met on June 20th to discuss 
the concepts that were presented to the 
Coalition for possible legislative ac
tion during the 1984 session. From 
among 15 different ideas presented to 
the group, agreement was reached to pre
sent the following: 

1-resubmitting bill to make Kinder
garten mandatory (a bill was sub
mitted last year but was not able 
to pass the session. For more in
formation, please see the front 
page) . 
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continued from the nrevious page 

2-a bill requesting funds for a new 
elementary school feasibility stu
dy and to look into a new site for 
the school. 

3-a bill to require the Department of 
Education to develop affirmative 
action plans at the District Level 
rather than at the State level. We 

4-developing some sort of action at 
the Legislature to possibly review 
its current policy of focusing its 
support of Vocational Education 
programs at the Community College 
level and possibly redirect that 
emphasis back to the Secondary 
Schools. 

5-a bill to provide automatic inter
vention by the DOE for those 
schools with high absentee rates 
and for those schools with low test 
scores. 

6-a bill to make school security a 
regular part of the DOE. 

rhe Legal/Legialative Committee has been 
'-- .vorking well with Representative Apo 

and will be meeting again to discuss how 
.ve will approach the coming session and 
~et these bills approved. 
~he committee also decided to submit a 
:esolution to the Legislature to have 
:he DOE review its policies on fees for 
;ervices. For those students that re
!Uire additional services that the DOE 
:::annot provide. 

·le also decided to submit a package to 
:he Board of Education for their consi-
1eration regarding the following: 

!-Summer School and Summer School 
Tuition Waivers 

2-Mandating the involvement of parent~ 
and students in the decision-making 
by each school regarding its dis
cretionary funds. 

3-developing a policy toward maximum 
enrollments at the elementary grade 
levels to not exceed 750 students 
at each elementary school. 

4-broadening the policy of use of 
school facilities after school 
hours. 

.• 
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