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Todayôs Talk

1. Introduction

ǒ What is preservation assessment?

1. Hawaiian Music Archive and Cathro Collection at the UHM Library

ǒ Collection overview

ǒ Phonograph record and various formats

3.      Preservation assessment with PSAP

ǒ Survey needs and method

ǒ Results and recommendations

ǒ Environmental monitoring and control

4.      Conclusion  

5. Questions and Discussion



Introduction

Preservation Assessment Survey

ǒ Identify needs, recommend actions to meet those needs, and 

prioritize the recommended actions

ǒ Components

- Physical condition of the collection

- Storage and handling practices: use of protective enclosures, 

shelving  

practices, staff handling

- Environment of the building: climate control,lighting, housekeeping

Preservation Self-assessment Survey (PSAP)

ǒ A free online survey tool by the University of Illinois Libraries

ǒ Assist staff with little to no preservation



Hawaiian Music Archive at UHM

Hawaiian Music Digital CollectionHawaiian Music Archive 

https://digicoll.manoa.hawaii.edu/music/index.php?c=1


Cathro Collection 



Transcription Discs

Photo credit: Coe, A. (2017). Transcription disc [Digital image]. Retrieved from https://bit.ly/2SYu8MM
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Cathro Collection 

Photo credit: UHM Hawaiian Music Collection



Background Information
ǒ Student employees at Sinclair Library conduct initial condition assessment 

using in-house inventory tool

ƺ No overarching criteria used in this assessment

ƺ Lack of consistency due to data entry by many individuals

ƺ Does not address specific aspects of disc quality

ǒ Goals of a more in-depth survey

ƺ Document the condition of each item and identify specific preservation 

issues

ƺ Determine conservation and digitization priorities accordingly

ƺ Establish a viable methodology for future conservation assessment 

projects of similar materials



Survey Method
ǒ Planning phase (April 2018)

ƺ Developed criteria for evaluation of discs

ƺ Located discs using Sinclair Libraryôs inventory database tool

ǒ Assessment phase (May - June 2018)

ƺ Surveyed all 268 Cathro transcription discs using PSAP 

ƴ 220 traditional transcription discs

ƴ 48 vinyl transcription discs

ƺ Transported boxes of discs (~2 at a time) from basement storage area to 

computer workspace

ƺ Visual inspection of both sides of each disc 

ǒ Data analysis (July 2018)

ƺ Downloaded data from PSAP and analyzed the results 



Preservation Self-Assessment Program 

(PSAP)

https://psap.library.illinois.edu/

https://psap.library.illinois.edu/


Survey Results - Disc Condition, in Terms of Physical 

Damage Sustained

Over time, 

this picture 

will shift



Preservation concern: damage to disc surface



Preservation concern: interruptions in grooves


