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1. STATE OF THE JOURNAL 
Founded in 1997, LLT is currently in its thirteenth year of publication and continues to receive a robust 
number of submissions and an ever-increasing readership.  Current figures show our number of 
subscribers as 13,569, an increase of 28% since 2007 and 60% since 2006.  In 2008, LLT received 152 
submissions from 25 countries (6 fewer countries than in 2007).  This represents a 45% increase in 
submissions since 2006 and a 6% increase since 2007.  The greatest number of submissions came from 
the U.S. (41 submissions), followed by Taiwan (17 submissions). See Appendix 6 for a list of 2008 
submissions by country.   

1.1 Staffing 
2008 saw several staff changes.  In February 2008, our long-time faithful associate editor Rick Kern 
offered his resignation. Carla Meskill stepped into the position as associate editor in September 2008.  
Carla was our guest editor for a special issue on Electronic Literacy that was published in 2006.  We 
would like to warmly welcome her to the LLT family.   

In December 2008, Hunter Hatfield, resigned from his position as managing editor to pursue other 
opportunities while he finishes his doctoral degree at UH.   Hunter took over the position of managing 
editor in August 2005 from Pam DaGrossa.  His hard work no doubt enabled the rapid growth and high 
quality of the journal.  He will be missed but we wish him all the best in his future academic and 
professional endeavors.  In January 2009, Matthew Prior began as the in-coming managing editor.  
Matthew is a doctoral candidate at UH and he previously worked for Applied Linguistics (OUP) under the 
editorship of Gabriele Kasper and Guy Cook.  Matthew also worked with the University of Hawai'i 
NFLRC under Dick Schmidt and Craig Chaudron. 

 

Editors Dorothy Chun, Irene Thompson 
Associate Editors Trude Heift, Carla Meskill 

Book and Multimedia 
Review Editor 

Sigrun Biesenbach-Lucas 

Managing Editor Matthew Prior 
Web Production 

Manager 
Carol Wilson-Duffy 

Copy Editors Annie Tremblay 
Stephanie Balunda 

Matt Buscemi 
Kooi Cheng Lee 

Betsy Lavolette 
Anthony Silva 

 

There are currently 20 editorial board members and 2 advisory board members. See 
http://llt.msu.edu/board.html. Our advisory board members are Dick Schmidt, Director of the National 
Foreign Language Resource Center (NFLRC) at the University of Hawai‘i, and Susan Gass, Director of 
the Center for Language Education and Research (CLEAR) at Michigan State University.  
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Our current Editorial Board:  
Sigrun Biesenbach-Lucas 
Klaus Brandl 
Thierry Chanier 
Robert Godwin-Jones 
Lucinda Hart-González 
Philip Hubbard  
Michelle Knobel 

Marcus Kötter  
Marie-Noelle Lamy 
Meei-Ling Liaw 
Lara Lomicka 
Noriko Nagata 
John Norris 
Lourdes Ortega 

Jill Pellettieri 
Joy Kreeft Peyton 
Patrick Snellings 
Maggie Sokolik 
Susana Sotillo 
Mark Warschauer 

1.2 Sponsors and Co-Sponsor(s) 
The National Foreign Language Resource Center (NFLRC) at the University of Hawai‘i and the Center 
for Language Education and Research (CLEAR) at Michigan State University remain LLT's primary 
funders and are referred to as Sponsors. The role of Co-Sponsor was redefined at the end of 2004 as an 
organization that provides yearly monetary or in-kind support of the journal. Other possible co-sponsor 
contributions include annual meeting expenses (airline tickets for editors, rooms for editors, facility 
rental, and food), computer software, computer hardware, and brochures. Currently, the Center for 
Applied Linguistics (CAL) is our only co-sponsor.  

1.3 Publication Schedule 
We continue to alternate special issues and regular issues. We have a complete publication schedule 
planned through 2011 and will be completing our “Back to Basics” series in June 2010. All upcoming 
issues of LLT are receiving adequate numbers of quality manuscripts.  

Publication Schedule 2008-2011 
12:1 February Regular issue  
12:2 June Special issue on Technology and Learning to Write Joel Bloch 

2008 

12:3 October  Regular issue  
13:1 February Special issue on Technology and Learning Grammar Trude Heift 
13:2 June Regular issue  

2009 

13:3 October Special issue on Technology and Learning Pronunciation Debra Hardison 
14:1 February Regular issue  
14:2 June Special issue on Technology and Learning Vocabulary Irene Thompson & 

co-editors* 

2010 

14:3 October Regular issue  
15:1 February Special issue on Multilateral Online Exchanges Tim Lewis, 

Thierry Chanier, 
Bonnie Youngs 

15:2 June Regular issue  

2011 

15:3 October Special issue on Technology and Learner Autonomy Hayo Reinders and 
Cynthia White 

* Replacing Tom Cobb as guest editor 

1.4 Subscriptions  
The number of subscribers increased from 10,618 in 2007 to 13,569 in 2008.  This shows a 28% increase 
since 2007 and a 60% increase since 2006. See Appendix 1 for details and a breakdown of subscribers by 
language(s) taught.  While the number of subscribers who teach English, Spanish, and French still remain 
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the highest overall, 2008 saw a large jump in subscribers who teach Russian (191%), Other languages 
(119%), and Chinese (113%). 

1.5 Readership 
Hits data shows that our readership remains very healthy both for old and new issues. Hits information is 
provided in Appendix 2: Summary Statistics for Readership from 1/1/04 to 12/31/08, and Appendix 3: 
Readership of Volumes 8 through 12 (1/04 -12/31/08). 

The extensive online report feature that was announced in the 2008 Board Report continues to provide 
interesting information about the LLT web site.  It is located at http://llt.msu.edu/report2009/index.htm 
and includes the overall yearly statistics as well as detailed information on activity, access, visitors, and 
browsers. 

1.6 Submissions and Acceptance Rate  
The number of submissions increased by 6% in 2008 with 152 manuscripts. The acceptance rate for 2008 
was 6%, continuing a trend since 2003 in which the rate has decreased from 21% to 17% to 13% to 10% 
to 10% to 6% (see Appendix 4). 

1.7 Reviewers 
Our network of active outside reviewers is large enough that we continue to prune and remove inactive, 
inexperienced, and poor reviewers from our list and put their names in a separate database. We have 
discussed in the past the possibility of launching a program to increase our knowledge about reviewer 
specialties with a questionnaire for our current pool of reviewers. This has not yet been followed up, but 
could be a task for 2009.  Special Issues Editors are especially helpful in bringing in new reviewers.  

We utilized Board Members slightly more in 2008 (13%) than in 2007 (11%) (see Appendix 5). The 
average number of reviewers per manuscript was 3 for new submissions and 2.1 for resubmissions, very 
similar to previous years. 82% of requests to review were accepted (121 total requests; 99 acceptances) 
compared with a 62% acceptance rate in 2007. Many thanks go to the 78 individuals who reviewed 
manuscripts in 2008 (a decrease from 112 in 2007. Reviewers were acknowledged in Volume 13, Number 
1 (February 2009). We especially wish to thank our Board Members who volunteered to do reviews on 
short notice in cases when the expected review fell through.  

1.8 Review Process  
The length of time between submission and publication for manuscripts submitted during 2008 was 433 
days (~14 months). This was 8% quicker than in 2007.  The number of days between submission of a 
revised manuscript and its publication was 152 days (37% quicker than in 2007).  

The average number of days from submission to decision for internally rejected manuscripts was 4, 
similar to the previous 2 years.  However, it took 102 days for those manuscripts reviewed externally.  
This was a little over two weeks longer than in the previous year (see Appendix 4).  

1.9 Book and Software Reviews 
Reviews are handled by Sigrun-Biesenbach Lucas. We published 5 reviews in 2008, 3 less than in 2007. 
Readership statistics for the reviews can be seen in Appendix 2.  Reviews are still unsolicited. 
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1.10 Columns "On the Net" and "Emerging Technologies" 
After consulting with our "On the Net" editors Jean LeLoup and Robert Ponterio, we have decided to 
discontinue their column which has been a staple of LLT since the journal's inception in 1997. We wish to 
offer our heartfelt thanks to Jean and Bob for their long-term outstanding service to the journal.  

The "Emerging Technologies" (by Bob Godwin-Jones) remains popular as evidenced by the number of 
hits recorded (see Appendix 3). Bob continues to incorporate the special issue themes into his column 
topics. A continuing trend is the contribution of columns by guest authors. The February 2008 issue's On 
the Net, for example, was a guest contribution. We expect this trend to continue as authors submit 
manuscripts on new L2 technologies that contain interesting and timely information but do not qualify as 
feature articles. 

1.11 Special Issues 
Our 2008 publications included one special issue: Technology and Learning to Write, guest edited by Joel 
Bloch.  In February 2009 we published the special issue on Technology and Learning Grammar, guest 
edited by Trude Heift.  Our final two issues in the Back to Basics theme include Technology and 
Learning Pronunciation, guest edited by Debra Hardison (October, 2009), and Technology and Learning 
Vocabulary (June, 2010). Tom Cobb withdrew as the guest editor for the vocabulary issue, and Irene 
Thompson will now be handling the issue with the assistance of the other LLT editors.  

1.12 Commentaries 
We published 2 commentaries in 2008, compared to our record 4 in the preceding year.  

2. FUTURE INITIATIVES 

2.1 Ongoing Initiatives  
With a record number of submissions in both 2007 and 2008, we were unable to carry out the initiatives 
listed in our 2007 and 2008 reports.   However, we are determined to work on some of them in the current 
year. Chief among these initiatives are the following: (1) “Tell a friend” option for LLT articles (e.g., e-
mail this article; export this citation, or add to favorite articles); (2) ability to browse articles by column; 
(3) index of abstracts by volume. We continue to consider how we might find ways to enable us to add 
such features as articles on related topics in other journals, a list of M.A. and Ph.D. programs in language 
learning and technology, as well as proposals for new columns. 

In addition, the editors are currently looking into Open Journal Systems (OJS), an open-source software 
(http://pkp.sfu.ca/?q=ojs) as a potential replacement for our cumbersome in-house system (Filemaker) 
plus e-mail. A benefit of OJS is that it would automatize much of the work for the managing editor and 
would allow authors and editors to easily check on the status of submissions.  Although we have received 
some negative feedback, we are waiting for a report from The Language Documentation journal, which is 
planning later this year to implement OJS and to let us know about its usefulness.   A list of other journals 
that have already adopted OJS can be found at http://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs-journals. 

2.2. Suggestions for Changes and Additions 
We welcome suggestions (and volunteers), particularly in terms of any content changes or additions. 
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Appendix 1. Subscribers1 
Total number of subscribers 

 

                                                
1  The totals in the second table are larger than those in first because some subscribers teach more than one 
language. 
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Appendix 2. Summary Statistics for Readership from 1/1/01 to 12/31/08 
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Appendix 3. Readership of Volumes 8 – Volumes 12 from 1/04 -1/31/08 
Volume 8, Number 1 • January 2004 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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Volume 8, Number 2 • May 2004 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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Volume 8, Number 3 • September 2004 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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Volume 9, Number 1 • January 2005 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 



 

 13 1
3 

Volume 9, Number 2 • May 2005 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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4 

Volume 9, Number 3 • September 2005 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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Volume 10, Number 1 • January 2006 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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6 

Volume 10, Number 2 • May 2006 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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Volume 10, Number 3 • September 2006 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 



 

 18 1
8 

Volume 11, Number 1 • February 2007 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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Volume 11, Number 2 • June 2007 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF
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Volume 11, Number 3 • October 2007 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF
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Volume 12, Number 1 • February 2008 

ARTICLE 1/1/08-12/31/08 
(html) 

1/1/08-12/31/08 
(pdf) 

Peer Feedback on Language Form 
in Telecollaboration, Paige Ware & 
Robert O'Dowd 

14,635 2,934 

The Role of Offline Metalanguage 
Talk in Asynchronous Computer-
Mediated Communication, Keiko 
Kitade 

8,194 2,223 

Methodological Hurdles in 
Capturing CMC Data: The Case of 
the Missing Self-Repair, Bryan 
Smith 

7,945 1,629 

Commentary: Can Free Reading 
Take you All the Way? A Response 
to Cobb, Jeff McQuillan & Stephen 
D. Krashen 

9,407 2,105 

Commentary: Response to 
McQuillan and Krashen, Tom Cobb  6,965 1,711 

On the Net: You've Got Some 
GALL: Google-Assisted Language 
Learning, George Chinnery  

17,886 2,649 

Emerging Technologies: Of Elastic 
Clouds and Treebanks: New 
Opprtunities for Content-
Based...Robert Godwin-Jones 

7,070 1,945 

Review of Five English Learners' 
Dictionaries, (Reviewed by Alfonso 
Rizo-Rodríguez) 

20,844 3,054 

Issue PDF   4,013 
92,946 18,250 

TOTAL HITS 111,196 
MEAN HITS* 11,618 2,281 

MEAN HITS FOR ARTICLES* 10,258 2,262 

MEAN HITS FOR COLUMNS* 10,332 2,103 

MEAN HITS FOR REVIEWS* 20,844 3,054 
*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF 
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Volume 12, Number 2 • June 2008 

ARTICLE 1/1/08-12/31/08 
(pdf) 

More Than a Linguistic 
Reference: The Infuence of 
Corpus Technology on L2 
Academic...Hyunsook Yoon 

21,572 

Asynchronous Forums in EAP: 
Assessment Issues, Sara Kol and 
Miriam Schcolnik 

3,021 

Raising Students' Awareness of 
Cross-Cultural Contrastive 
Rhetoric ...Minjie Xing, Jinghui 
Wang, and Kenneth Spencer 

19,147 

Beyond the Design of Automated 
Writing Evaluation: Pedagogical 
Practice...Chi-Fen Emily Chen 
and Wei-Yuan Eugene Cheng 

14,128 

On the Net: You've Got Some 
GALL: Google-Assisted 
Language Learning, George 
Chinnery  

14,689 

Emerging Technologies: Web-
Writing 2.0: Enabling, 
Documenting, and Assessing... 
Robert Godwin-Jones 

11,824 

netTrekker d. i., Thinkronize, Inc., 
(Reviewed by Leslie Huff) 3,462 

A Practical Guide to Using 
Technology in Language 
Teaching (Reviewed by Jody 
Gabler) 

15,961 

Issue PDF 1,120 
  

TOTAL HITS 103,804 
MEAN HITS* 11,534 
MEAN HITS FOR ARTICLES* 11,574 
MEAN HITS FOR COLUMNS* 13,257 
MEAN HITS FOR REVIEWS* 9,712 

*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF
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Volume 12, Number 3 • October 2008 

ARTICLE 1/1/08-
12/31/08 (pdf) 

 The Pedagogical Mediation of a 
Developmental Learner Corpus 
for...Julie A. Belz & Nina Vyatkina 

6107 

Focus-on-Form Through 
Collaborative Scaffolding in...Lina 
Lee 

3,636 

Evaluating Automatic Detection of 
Misspellings in German, Anne 
Rimrott & Trude Heift 

1267 

Effects of Short-Term Memory and 
Content Representation Type on 
Mobile...Nian-Shing Chen, Sheng-
Wen Hsieh, & Kinshuk 

8996 

Measuring Oral Proficiency in 
Distance, 
Face-to-Face, and Blended 
Classrooms, Robert Blake, Nicole L. 
Wilson, Maria Cetto, & Cristina 
Pardo-Ballester 

13556 

Emerging Technologies: Mobile-
Computing Trends: Lighter, Faster, 
Smarter by Robert Godwin-Jones 

2576 

Centro Virtual Camões – Aprender 
Português (Reviewed by Ricardo 
Vasconcelos) 

3258 

ActiveChinese: Chinese Language 
Skills for the Business World, 
ActiveChinese, Inc. (Reviewed by 
Scott Chien-Hsiung Chiu) 

3462 

Issue PDF 4328 
 

TOTAL HITS 42858 
MEAN HITS* 5357.25 

MEAN HITS FOR ARTICLES* 6712.4 

MEAN HITS FOR COLUMNS* 2576 

MEAN HITS FOR REVIEWS* 3360 
*Numbers do not include hits to Issue PDF
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Appendix 4. Submission Information  
*For mss submitted during period indicated 

**Started calculating for 2005 year 
*** The status of a few mss was unclear (e.g., withdrawn, no action) 
# For mss published in the year shown
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Appendix 5. Reviewer Information 
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Appendix 6. Submissions by Country (listed by number of submissions) 
 
USA 41 
Taiwan 17 
Iran 15 
Japan 10 
Turkey 10 
PRC 8 
Spain 8 
Australia 7 
Canada 4 
India 4 
UK 4 
Jordan 3 
Thailand 3 
Hong Kong 2 
Korea 2 
Malaysia 2 
New Zealand 2 
Saudi Arabia 2 
Sweden 2 
Belgium 1 
Ecuador 1 
Ethiopia 1 
Israel 1 
Netherlands 1 
Singapore 1 

 
Note: 

2008: 25 countries 152 submissions 

2007: 31 countries 144 submissions 

2006: 29 countries 105 submissions 

 


