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With China’s economy booming at a growth rate
of 8 to 9 percent, India at 7 percent and economic
optimism even in Japan, the Asia Pacific region could
enjoy its best year of economic growth since 1997.

Politically, relations between
countries throughout the
region, including critical
U.S.-China ties, are generally
positive. Yet there are
elements of fragility, warns
East-West Center President
Charles E. Morrison.

Morrison spoke on key
political, economic and

security issues in the region at an AsiaPacific Briefing,
sponsored by Bank of Hawaii, in January. 

Several existing dangers or “time bombs” stand out,
he cautioned, with implications beyond their borders:

■ North Korea. Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons
program poses an immediate international threat. “The
great worry is that North Korea’s nuclear program will
have a domino effect,” Morrison says, particularly in
Northeast Asia where Japan, South Korea and Taiwan
are capable of developing their own programs. But the
bigger concern, he says, is North Korean fissile material
landing in the hands of terrorists.

In contrast to a year ago, China is working hard
to mediate the situation. And the positions of the
United States and North Korea appear to be more
flexible, although there are still those who doubt
North Korea’s intentions and believe the regime is
using multilateral talks to stall for time.

■ Pakistan. Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf has
solidified his support in Parliament, instituted some
reforms, continues to assist in the war on terrorism and,
most significantly, is engaged in a “courageous dialogue”
with India, Morrison notes. As a result of these decisions,
Musharraf, who survived two assassination attempts in
December, is a target of a formidable list of enemies. 

With no clear successor, “Pakistan’s stability, its
contributions to the war on terrorism, security of
nuclear materials, and dialogue with India, are all
highly dependent on the life of this one person.” 
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IIn the aftermath of the Bali bombing of 2002,
there has been a profound shift in Muslim politics in
Indonesia, including a major reversal of public support
for extremist organizations, says Robert Hefner, one of
the leading American scholars of Islam and civil
society in Southeast Asia and Indonesia. 

“The moderate Muslims know there is a crisis, a
struggle for hearts and souls, and they are looking for
political and cultural tools to combat extremism,” he
said, following an AsiaPacific Breakfast Briefing
sponsored by Bank of Hawaii in early March.

Hefner is a professor of anthropology and
associate director of the Institute on Culture, Religion
and World Affairs at Boston University. He recently
spent three weeks in Indonesia, where he has conducted
research since 1977 and has consulted for government
and non-governmental organizations on Muslim affairs
and Islam in Asia.

In Indonesia “the impact of the Iraq war is
surprisingly minimal,” he said. Initially Muslim
radicals used the invasion to play up their primary
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■ Indonesia. The largest Muslim country in the
world, Indonesia has been building a new political
system based on democracy since 1998 and is going
through difficult systemic change. Conditions and
grievances in the country have spawned small groups of
terrorists but the two largest Muslim organizations in the
country and the world “forthrightly condemn terrorism.” 

This year, for the first time, Indonesia will elect a
president through a direct election. While there will
likely be a runoff, President Megawati Sukarnoputri
may emerge as the winner, Morrison predicts, “and we
may see things pretty much as they have been in
Indonesia.”

■ Taiwan. Despite warnings from President Bush
and Beijing, incumbent President Chen Shui-bian
resurrected plans for a referendum on independence.
The positive news is that Beijing appears to have learned
from past experience and is trying not to overreact.
After a hotly contested presidential election — one of
several democratic elections in the region this year —
Morrison foresees the winner refocusing on repairing
relations with both China and the United States. 

In concluding remarks, Morrison added that
while China is doing well economically and is swiftly
integrating itself in the region, “I worry about the

internal stability of the country over the long term.
This is a situation where economic reforms are
proceeding ahead of political reforms,” he said.

He listed the challenges of tremendous socio-
economic change in a short period of time, including
demographic change; a financial system with fundamental
problems; growing income inequalities; enormous
floating populations moving from the countryside into
the city; corruption; and a one-party system. 

In Southeast Asia and South Asia, he observed,
countries are in the process of building a sense of
national identity, as well as modern political and
economic institutions, while dealing with tremendous
pressures from modernization and globalization.

“It is important to understand what’s going on
and to have the human capability to be effective in the
region — and that is where the East-West Center
comes into play,” Morrison said.

“The United States should view the region as an
important key in its own future. It cannot, by itself,
defuse any one of the time bombs.”

The United States, he advised, needs to understand
the region’s dynamics and significance to avoid
aggravating existing dangers and to work effectively in
seeking solutions.
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thesis that there is an international conspiracy against
Islam, he noted. But the two mainstream Muslim
organizations, with a total of about 65 to 70 million
members, organized mass anti-war rallies much like peace
rallies in the West in the 1960s. As a result, moderate
Muslims seized “the issue from the extremists to make
sure they got no benefit from the Iraq war,” he said.

“The moderates reasserted themselves and they
have in place now a whole network of organizations
dedicated to the containment of extremism,” he added.
“So when an incident happens — whether in the
United States, Middle East or domestically — they
mobilize their constituency, contact their people who
have access to radio (shows), and get people out talking
about how to understand the issue. And it makes a
difference.”

In his presentation, Hefner emphasized the need to
distinguish between Islamic radicals, terrorists and
conservative Muslims. “Conservative Muslims are like
religious conservatives in the United States, ” he said,
and entitled to be a part of the political process. “Social
conservatism in Indonesia is here to stay and will
remain a major influence on the political scene.”

However, with the reassertion of moderate
Muslims, “we are seeing a really significant shift in
Indonesia right now,” he said. The moderates have
initiated the largest civic education program in Asia
and the Muslim world. The program, which is
required coursework at all Muslim universities, reaches
18 percent of the country’s university students. The
Muslim-led initiative, funded by the United States
through the Asia Foundation and by other inter-
national governments and agencies, uses textbooks
written in Muslim universities. The program examines
how democracy, plurality and human rights are
compatible with Islam, as vital ingredients for a
modern Muslim society.

Hefner predicted there will be a high turnout for
elections in Indonesia this year, which will not change
much but “will largely be good news.” 

“They certainly are not going to bring Islamic
radicals to power,” he said. Instead, he sees continued
progress by moderate Muslim organizations to move
Indonesia toward the center politically.
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SSlow, persistent institutional reforms and industry
restructuring are beginning to turn around the economic
outlook in Japan, says Sumner La Croix, EWC senior
fellow and a specialist on Japan’s economy. In media
briefings at the East-West Center in January and early

February, La Croix
said he is “mildly
optimistic” about
Japan’s economy, citing
reforms in corporate
governance, progress
in tackling deflation

(falling consumer prices) and non-performing bank
loans, and major industrial restructuring.

La Croix, who is working on a book on institutional
change in Japan, pointed to changes in the country that
have not been widely acknowledged by Western observers.
“Westerners tend to miss a lot of the changes because
we tend to focus on big events and big responses to those
big events,” La Croix says. “The U.S. Congress reacts to
corporate crises like Enron by passing major—but often
flawed—reform legislation.” 

In response to its corporate scandals, Japan has made
a series of small changes in corporate governance that are
beginning to have a big impact as they accumulate. “As a
result it’s a completely different legal environment for
firms than it was in 1980,” he says. “More information
must be disclosed by firms; shareholders have a more
direct voice in corporate governance; and the influence of
the Japanese mafia on corporate meetings is falling.”

La Croix agrees with the conventional wisdom that
reform has been proceeding slowly on many important
issues but notes that “Japan may have turned the corner
on the critical issue of cleaning up non-performing

bank loans.” About 20 to 25% of those loans were
cleaned up in 2002 and another 20% in 2003. “If
progress continues—a big if — then Japan’s financial
system will be primed to contribute more centrally to
future economic growth,” he says.

He also sees major corporate restructuring in key
industries as a critical factor in Japan’s recent rebound
and future prospects. “Corporate restructuring is always
a hard topic for the news media to detect and analyze,”
he says. “Consequently, the media tends to focus on
changes in government policy rather than changes in
firm and industry organization.”

“Many industries are being totally restructured,” 
he says. “That’s another reason to be optimistic about
Japan’s economic prospects. Japan’s steel industry
provides a clear example of successful corporate
restructuring. Losing money and burdened by excess
capacity and staffing in the late 1990s, the industry has
been revitalized by a series of mergers, plant closings,
investment in new technologies, and workforce
downsizing.” La Croix finds that “the remaining firms
are highly competitive by global standards.” 

La Croix tempers his optimism by noting the
political problems faced by Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi in enacting new reform legislation. Although
his Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) won reelection, it
lost seats in the lower house of Parliament (the Diet),
making his government more dependent on the votes of
legislators inside the LDP who are hostile to reform. 

“Will Koizumi succeed or not?” La Croix says.
“There’s more of a political logjam in Japan than there
was six months ago. That’s unfortunate. It doesn’t
necessarily end reform, but it puts more question marks
over the entire process.” 

IIndia’s emerging role in the region and the world,
its economic growth, need for further reforms and
future relationship with Asia’s other giant — China —
dominated the EWC’s 3rd Asia Pacific Executive
Forum, held in New Delhi in late February. 

The forum, “India in a Global and Regional
Context,” brought together business leaders,
government policymakers and scholars to discuss
India’s economy, policies and future role. 

It was organized by the East-West Center and the
Confederation of Indian Industry. 

During a session on the India-China relationship,
there was general agreement the countries share common
strengths and weaknesses that have emerged with the
liberalization of their economies. Whether geopolitical or
economic, the relationship between the two nations is
competitive. 

While most observers view competition between
the two countries as fierce, C.V. Ranganathan, former
Indian ambassador to China, pointed out that the
recent visit of Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee to China
signaled a major change in the relationship. “The two
economies together have a harmonious balance of
strengths,” he said, adding both are facing globalization

Asia Pacific Executive Forum
Focuses on India’s Regional, 
Global 
Role

With Ongoing Reform,
‘Mild Optimism’ about 
Japan’s
Economy

Sumner La Croix

Tianshu Chu, an 
EWC research fellow who
specializes in international
economics, spoke at the
Asia Pacific Economic
Forum in India. continued on page 7



Bigalke Named 
Director of Education Program

Terance W. Bigalke was
appointed dean and director
of the East-West Center’s
Education Program. A
specialist on Indonesian
history, Southeast Asian
regional history and inter-
national education issues, he
joined the Center in 2001 as
dean of academic programs. 

He succeeds Elizabeth
Buck, who retired after leading the program since
1998. She will serve as special assistant on education
to EWC President Charles E. Morrison. 

The Education Program has 350 students on
scholarships at the Center, more than doubling the
number of students on scholarships five years ago.
“With the excellent staff and leadership of the Center,
I hope to realize an even greater potential in all areas
of the Center’s educational mission — student
programs, the development of Asian and Pacific
studies at the K-12 and college levels, and research on
new paradigms in education,” Bigalke said.

Jefferson Fellow Killed In Indonesia 
EWC Jefferson Fellow Ersa

Siregar was killed during fight-
ing between government forces
and Free Aceh Movement
(GAM) rebels on December
29 in East Aceh, Indonesia.
Siregar and a cameraman were
taken captive by GAM rebels
last June while reporting on
the conflict for Indonesia’s
private television station. 

Local and international journalist organizations had
been working with the rebels and Indonesian govern-
ment in efforts to broker the journalists’ safe release.

Siregar participated in the Center’s May 2002
Jefferson Fellowships program. During his time at the
Center, he presented a paper on terrorism in Indonesia,
arguing that the characterization of Indonesia by
American and neighboring Asian leaders as a “terrorist
nest” was neither accurate nor productive. 

“Ersa not only was a great journalist, one who took
every advantage of his Jefferson Fellowship in the Spring
of 2002, but also, a great human being,” said Dennis
Donahue, director of the EWC Media Program. “His
wit, curiosity and energy provided the sparkle in the
program as he and his eight fellow Asian and Pacific
journalists discovered America in Washington D.C.,
New York City and Los Angeles, as well as Honolulu.”

Siregar dedicated his life to journalism and was
distinguished in his profession. He worked in
broadcast media as a producer, editor and reporter;
wrote extensively for various newspapers and
magazines; and published several books. 

A gift of $1,000 was given to his widow and three
children from his group of Jefferson Fellows and from
friends he made at the East-West Center. 
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Supporting 
the Center

RECENT GRANTS
AND CONTRACTS

Research

$24,552
National Oceanic &
Atmospheric
Administration 

Research/
Politics & Security

$149,228
Center for 
Global Partnership, 
Japan Foundation

Research/
Population & Health

$29,050
UN Programme on AIDS

$22,512
World Bank

Education

$15,189
Chinese International
Economic Cooperation
Association

$10,000
Gannett Foundation

$40,000
Korea Foundation

$145,000
Ministry of Education 
& HRD, 
Government of Korea

$155,922
National Endowment 
for Humanities

$25,950
U.S. Department 
of the Interior

External Affairs

$51,000
EWC Foundation/
Hawai‘i Pacific Rim
Society

NASA Awards $900,000 
to Research Program

The EWC Research Program received a $900,000
grant from NASA to study the impact of changes in
land cover and land use on watersheds in Thailand,
Laos and Southern China.

“This region contains great biological and cultural
diversity that has come under scrutiny because of
deforestation, land degradation and the conversion of
traditional agricultural practices to permanent
agriculture,” said Jefferson Fox, a senior research fellow
in environment. “These human-induced changes have
important implications for biodiversity, watershed
hydrology, local and regional meteorological processes
and global climate change.” 

The grant brings the total of recent contracts and
grants received by the East-West Center to more than
$3.6 million. New funding covers activities as diverse
as analyzing the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Asia, focusing
on the interplay of religion and politics in India, and
assessing how U.S. military bases are changing the
domestic politics of Asian host countries.

“The size and diverse sources of the grants,
including key federal agencies, are indicative of the
variety of East-West Center research,” said Nancy
Lewis, director of the Research Program. 

EYE ON ALUMNI:

Gearing Up for Tokyo Conference
East-West Center alumni are setting their travel

sights on Japan, where the 2004 EWC/EWCA
International Conference will be held at the College 
of Economics, Nihon University, August 2-4. The
conference is sponsored by the East-West Center,
EWC Association, EWCA Japan Chapter and 
co-sponsored by Nihon University.

Alumni meet every other year at a conference in
the Asia Pacific region. This year’s program will
address “New Challenges for Building an Asia Pacific
Community,” with keynote addresses by leaders from
the region on significant issues, roundtable discussions
and panels. Plenary sessions will include discussions
about the impact of the Japanese recession on the
region, education initiatives in the 21st Century,
population trends in Asia, women’s issues, media issues
and international relations in the region.

“We are honored to have the opportunity at this
conference to examine how the Center and our alumni
can help build an Asia Pacific community,” says Yoshio
Suda, EWCA Japan chapter leader. “The conference
will facilitate valuable discussions on numerous relevant
themes and will also provide enjoyable social events.” 

Those who register before April 2 can take advantage
of an early registration fee. For more information
about the conference, log onto the conference website
at: http://www.eastwestcenter.org/Japan2004 or e-mail
Tokyo2004@eastwestcenter.org

Terance W. Bigalke

Ersa Siregar 
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TTwo programs presented by the East-West Center
Arts Program drew record audiences to the Center in
February. “Yunnan: Enchanting Region of Ethnic
Diversity,” an exhibit of photographs, textiles and
cultural artifacts, showcased eight ethnic nationality
groups from China’s southwest province. In two sold-
out concerts, the Huun Huur Tu ensemble performed

distinctive music from the
windswept Siberian hills and
steppes of the Republic of
Tuva, near the Mongolian
border.  

The Yunnan exhibition,
curated by EWC alumni

Sam Mitchell and Lu Yuan and senior consultant Benji
Bennington, was on display in the EWC Gallery in
Burns Hall, December 16 through February 26.
During a nine-day period in February, when 12 public
events were presented, more than 500 people visited
the gallery to take advantage of “walk-throughs” with
the curators and visiting artist Xuan Ke. 

One of China’s most culturally complex and diverse
provinces, Yunnan is bordered on the north by the
Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Region, on the east by
Guizhou and Sichuan provinces and to the south by
Burma, Laos and Vietnam. Of the 41 million in Yunnan,
one-third of the population is non-Han Chinese.

Artist Xuan Ke, of Naxi-Tibetan ethnicity, is widely
recognized in China for reviving an ancient art form of
Daoist ritual music traced to the reign of Kublai Khan
in the 13th century. The 250,000 Naxi, who are
Tibetan-related people, live in and around the city of
Lijiang, a UNESCO designated World Heritage Site
and China’s premier domestic tourist destination. Xuan’s
ensemble — the Naxi Ancient Music Orchestra of
Lijiang — performs nightly to packed theatre audiences
of mainly Chinese visitors and residents in Yunnan.

Public programs and school tours at the EWC
gallery gave visitors, including school children and
college students, the opportunity to talk with the
curators and Xuan about Yunnan. Stunning

photographs and clothing, metalwork, baskets, musical
instruments and weapons of the Bai, Lisu, Mosuo,
Miao, Naxi, Nu, Yi and Zang minorities illustrated
their ties to the cultures of Southeast Asian neighbors. 

“People think of China as homogeneous,” says
EWC Gallery Curator Michael Schuster. “They came
to this exhibit and saw this incredible diversity. It
changed their viewpoint.”

When 60 high school students studying
Mandarin toured the gallery, they spoke in Mandarin
with Xuan and EWC alumna Lu Yuan, exchanging
questions and answers in Chinese.

The 75-year-old Xuan also was interviewed by
Schuster for a public radio program. The artist spoke
about his life in China, including 21 years of incarcera-
tion that began during the Hundred Flowers Movement.
“I was ready to live those 21 years and make up for
lost time,” he said, recalling how he felt when he was
finally allowed to return to his Naxi homeland. 

Following the public presentations for the Yunnan
exhibit, the EWC Arts Program, working with the
University of Hawai‘i’s Outreach College, presented
the Huun Huur Tu ensemble. The musicians and
singers, of a Mongolian vocal art called “xoomei” or
throat singing, performed an unforgettable cultural
and musical journey of song and music at the Imin
Center at Jefferson Hall.

A South Siberian Turkic people, the Tuvans are
celebrated practitioners of one of the world’s oldest
forms of music-making. The troupe has traveled
widely and are especially appreciated by fans of “world
music.” Through a distinctive vocal technique they
create songs the Chicago Tribune described as “rooted
in the sounds of nature.” 

Because of the demand for tickets, the ensemble
performed two public concerts. They also performed
separately for more than 1,000 students from schools
on Oahu.

“The Tuva musicians held the rapt attention of
hundreds of school students for nearly an hour, and
when the period was up, the kids eagerly gathered
around to ask questions about Tuva and Tuvans,”
reported William Feltz, EWC arts coordinator. 

Arts Programs Draw
Record Audiences

Michael Schuster examines
a work being installed in the
exhibition, “Contemporary
Japanese Crafts.”

Schuster Named 
EWC Gallery Curator

Michael Schuster, a specialist on Asia Pacific arts,
joined the East-West Center in January as the new
curator of the EWC Gallery. He will coordinate gallery
exhibits and other related programs.

Schuster served from 1999-2002 as the folk arts
coordinator for the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture
and the Arts. Former curator, Jeannette “Benji”
Bennington, will continue as a senior consultant for the
Center’s Arts Program.

Schuster received his doctorate in Asian Theater
Programs at the University of Hawaii, focusing on the
puppet arts of South Asia. He was a recipient of a
Fulbright grant and a grant from the Asian Cultural
Council. He has studied Asia Pacific arts for 30 years,
training with master artists in India, Burma, Indonesia
and Japan.

Huun Huur Tu

Xuan Ke
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The Aceh Peace Process: Why it Failed, by Edward Aspinall
and Harold Crouch. Policy Studies, No. 1. Washington,
D.C.: East-West Center Washington, 2003. xi, 74 pp. 
This paper is the first in a new Policy Studies series launched
by East-West Center Washington. It presents a preliminary
analysis of the history and dynamics of Aceh’s abortive peace
process conducted between the Free Aceh Movement (GAM)
and the Indonesian government. Currently the peace process
has broken down because the two parties have been unable
to agree on the fundamental issue dividing them: whether
Aceh would become an independent nation or remain an
integral part of the Indonesian state. This essay explains the

P u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  R e v i e w

reasons for the failure of the process with the hope that the
lessons learned may be of relevance to policymakers, analysts
and others with an interest in the long-term resolution of the
Aceh conflict as well as other internal disputes. It also
suggests that the Indonesian government’s current resort to a
military solution is not only unlikely to resolve the conflict
but may ultimately be counterproductive. 
Paper, $5.00. Available from the East-West Center, 
ewcbooks@EastWestCenter.org. Free downloadable PDF file
accessible at http://www.EastWestCenter.org/
res-rp-publicationdetails.asp?pub_ID=1432.

Political Parties and Political Engineering in the Asia Pacific
Region, by Benjamin Reilly. AsiaPacific Issues, No. 71,
December 2003. Honolulu: East-West Center. 8 pp. 
Political parties usually serve a country best when they are
limited in number, strong, and broad-based. Their evolution
was once left mainly to chance; today, governments often seek
to influence the process. Among those attempting reforms are
Papua New Guinea, home to hundreds of languages;
Indonesia, with its separatist movements; the Philippines,
experimenting with ways to balance party interests with other

social concerns; and Thailand, whose once fragmented
political scene seems headed toward domination by one party.
Much can be learned from these Asia Pacific efforts at political
engineering — including the need for a cautious approach
that minimizes unforeseen consequences and costs.
Printed hard copy available for $2.50 plus shipping/handling
from the East-West Center, ewcbooks@EastWestCenter.org. 
Free downloadable PDF file accessible at
http://www.EastWestCenter.org/
res-rp-publicationdetails.asp?pub_ID=1433.

A Vision for Economic Cooperation in East Asia: China, Japan, and
Korea, edited by Lee-Jay Cho, Yoon Hyung Kim, and Chung H.
Lee. Seoul: Korea Development Institute, 2003. 444 pp. 
Three countries in East Asia — China, Japan and South
Korea — constitute one of the most dynamic economic
regions in the world, but it is a region where formal regional
machinery such as the European Union or NAFTA is yet to
be established. The region may not be ready for such

machinery yet, as some have argued, but there are many
good reasons why the three East Asian countries should start
now on a regional information infrastructure, a regional
energy community and a regional institution for financing
infrastructure investment. 
Paper, $24.00. Available online from University of Hawai‘i
Press at http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu, 
(888)UHPRESS 847-7377 / (808)956-8255. 

Technology and Cultural Values: On the Edge of the Third
Millennium, edited by Peter D. Hershock, Marietta
Stepaniants, and Roger T. Ames. Honolulu: University of
Hawai‘i Press, 2004. x, 614 pp. 
This volume recognizes the new millennium as one of
interdependence. Its contributors acknowledge that the
blurred distinction between cause and consequence is nowhere
so obvious as in the domain of technology and that any useful
critical reflection on the process of change must be both
intercultural and interdisciplinary. The essays gathered here
give voice to perspectives on the always improvised

relationship between technology and cultural values from
Africa, the Americas, Asia, Australia, Europe and the Pacific.
Drawing on resources from wide-ranging philosophical,
religious and cultural traditions, as well as academic
disciplines from anthropology to medical ethics to women’s
studies, this volume represents an attempt to think clearly
through the creative challenges of the new millennium.
Cloth, $55.00; paper, $22.95. Available online from
University of Hawai‘i Press at http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu,
(888)UHPRESS 847-7377 / (808)956-8255. 

U.S.-India Technology Cooperation and Capability Building: 
The Role of Interfirm Alliances in Knowledge-Based Industries,
by Rakesh Basant. East-West Center Occasional Papers,
Economics Series, No. 2, January 2004. Honolulu: 
East-West Center. 47 pp. 
This paper reviews some Indo-U.S. technology cooperation
initiatives and analyzes data on interfirm alliances in knowledge-
based industries, especially information technology. It shows that
the market driven increase in alliances between Indian and U.S.

Marriage, Work, and Family Life in Comparative Perspective:
Japan, South Korea, and the United States, edited by Noriko
O. Tsuya and Larry L. Bumpass. Honolulu: University of
Hawai‘i Press, 2004. xiv, 177 pp.
This volume examines family change in Korea, Japan and
the United States, allowing us to contrast the collective
emphasis of a Confucian social heritage with the individualism
of the West. An impressive group of demographers and

family sociologists considers such questions as: How do
family patterns vary within countries and across societies?
How essential are marriage and parenthood? How do levels
of contact between middle-aged adults and their parents who
live elsewhere differ in East Asian countries and the U.S.? 
Cloth, $55.00; paper, $22.95. Available online from
University of Hawai‘i Press at http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu,
(888)UHPRESS 847-7377 / (808)956-8255. To order East-West Center

publications, contact: 
East-West Center 
Publication Sales Office 
1601 East-West Road
Honolulu, HI 
96848-1601
Phone: (808)944-7145
Fax (808)944-7376
E-mail: 
ewcbooks@EastWestCenter.org

Note: These books are 
also available to walk-in
customers at the EWC
Publications Office.

The Publications Office now sends e-mail announcements of new publications to interested readers. If you would like to receive such
announcements, please send a message to ewcbooks@EastWestCenter.org with the word “subscribe” in the Subject field. Please include
your name, title, organization name, and e-mail address.

enterprises has significantly enhanced the variety of linkages
between Indian and U.S. entities both public and private, and
contributed to capability building and diversification by Indian
partners. The paper argues that while the building of public institu-
tions and policies relating to trade, technology and investment
remain important for Indo-U.S. technology cooperation, a shift in
policy focus to market induced interfirm alliances may be desirable. 
Paper, $7.00. Available from the East-West Center, 
ewcbooks@EastWestCenter.org. 



GGraduate students from the United States and
abroad participated in the 3rd EWC International
Graduate Student Conference at the East-West Center,
February 19-21. Fifty-five students presented papers
on “Addressing Development Issues in Asia Pacific,”
the conference theme.

At the annual conference, students present their
research in a professional academic environment and
interact with peers from different cultures and
countries. Twenty-one students attended from the U.S.
Mainland, nine from foreign countries and 25 from
Hawai‘i. Of those from Hawai‘i, 12 students were
EWC participants on Ford Foundation, Asian
Development Bank or EWC scholarships.
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Over the three days, students shared their work on
issues that spanned information and development, health
and population, regionalism and globalization, language
and culture, environment and sustainable development. 

Individual presentations on critical regional concerns
ranged from “Conflict Resolution in East Timor” to
“U.S. New Security Strategy After 9/11,” “Islam and
National Development in Indonesia” to “Corruption in
East Asia and Its Effects on Growth and Development.” 

“The panel sessions and discussions that followed
were excellent,” said Karin Sagoo, a coordinator of the
conference. “It was wonderful to see students from
different disciplines and academic backgrounds
interacting and sharing ideas.”

International Graduate Conference 
Tackles Development Issues in Asia Pacific

AAn educational partnership between the Ford
Foundation, the East-West Center and University of
Hawai‘i is barely a year old and already an unqualified
success. Twenty-two students – eight women and 14 men
– from Indonesia, Vietnam and China are enrolled in the
International Fellowships Program (IFP) at the East-West
Center and the University of Hawai‘i. 

The innovative program, the largest single program
supported by the Ford Foundation, provides opportunities
for advanced study to exceptional individuals to become
leaders in their respective fields, furthering development
in their countries and greater economic social justice.
Some 200 Fellows have been placed at 80 universities as
part of the program that targets students from marginal-

ized populations
who often have
minimal English
language skills.

In Hawai‘i,
the EWC works
with the UH to

provide remedial and preparatory coursework to improve
English language proficiency so students can enter graduate
degree programs at the university. Students also receive
guidance and support from EWC staff, and live and learn
within the community of students and scholars at the Center. 

In February the IFP Regional Asia/Russia
Meeting, hosted by the East-West Center, provided an
opportunity to highlight the unparalleled experience of
the Fellows at the Center and the UH. Presentations
by IFP students, the UH faculty who teach them and
EWC education staff reflected a high level of mutual
satisfaction with the educational partnership that has
developed around the program. 

Besides adapting well to their academic
environment and performing at a superior level in
their classes, all 22 Fellows are pursuing academic
program coursework after meeting English proficiency
requirements. “We worked with the IFP country
offices in Indonesia and Vietnam and the University of
Hawai‘i to address the issue of English proficiency and
created a solution,” said Terance Bigalke, director of
the EWC Education Program, “which continues to be
a work in progress that can help to address similar
problems in other IFP offices in Asia.

“The clustering of students here has created a
strong sense of identity as IFP Fellows and as EWC
participants, which increases the probability they will
remain in contact with each other as alumni long after
they complete their programs,” he added. “This is an
outcome as important to the Ford Foundation as it is
to the Center.”

Educational Partnership
with the Ford Foundation

boldly. China is a responsible player and contributor to
growth in the ASEAN region and India also has decided
to invest resources in the region’s development and growth.

EWC President Charles E. Morrison noted both
countries can learn from and complement each other’s
strengths in international trade. 

In her remarks, EWC Fellow Tianshu Chu suggested
India’s need for reform is less daunting than China’s,
because markets, private ownership and economic
institutions are all in place. She identified educational,
health, fiscal and agricultural reform as priorities for India
in order to reduce poverty and the need for subsidies. 

Asia
Pacific
Executive
Forum
continued from page 3

In a session on Indo-U.S. relations, Thomas
Foley, a former U.S. Speaker of the House and former
ambassador to Japan, was optimistic about ties between
the two countries. It is “hard to find any dark cloud in
the immediate horizon,” he said, although he cautioned
the issue of outsourcing could be the exception because
of job insecurity in the United States.

The U.S. looks more favorably toward India as 
it is the largest democracy in the world, he said, and
because of its economic strength. Recent positive
developments between India and Pakistan are also
appreciated in the United States, he said.

Forging a
Successful 
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China has hit a plateau in oil production; yet its

appetite for energy soars. China’s likely to surpass
Japan this year as the world’s No. 2 consumer of oil,
after the United States, forcing it to rely more on oil
imports. China’s global oil purchases are jostling
energy markets and helping to keep world oil prices
high, including at U.S. gas pumps....

Oil imports rose some 31 percent last year, a surge
that the International Energy Agency called a “break-
neck pace.” China now imports a third of its oil. The

U.S. Energy Information Administration forecasts that
by 2020 China will import two-thirds of its crude, or up
to 7 million barrels a day.

That means China — like the United States, which
imports two-thirds of its oil — increasingly must scour the
world, particularly the Middle East, for stable oil resources.

“People worry that if there is a constraint of oil supplies,
China and the United States will compete for oil,” said
Kang Wu, a research fellow at the East-West Center, a
research facility in Hawai‘i funded by the U.S. government.

From 
“China’s Demand 
for Foreign Oil Rises 
at Breakneck Pace”
By Tim Johnson
in Knight Ridder/Tribune
Business News
January 27, 2004 

watching Japan find its way out of its postwar cocoon of
self-restraint with regard to the use of its military, and
into a more confident yet untested foreign policy realm.”

“Japan today exhibits very little hesitancy in tackling
‘dangerous’ topics, and the upcoming political leader-
ship that is likely to succeed Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi may be even less constrained by Japan’s past.
We should watch events in North Korea and Iraq closely,
for this is where Japan will forge its national consensus
on security priorities for the foreseeable future.”

From 
“North Korea Talks, 
Iraq Will Forge Japan’s
Security Policies”
in East-West Wire
February 20, 2004 
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How events unfold during next week’s talks on
North Korea and with Japanese troops in Iraq will
forge national consensus on Japan’s future security
policies, an East-West Center specialist on Japan
security issues said.

“Events in North Korea and Iraq will propel the
Japanese government to refine its overall policy of
close cooperation with the U.S. on regional and global
security challenges,” said Sheila Smith, a research
fellow at the East-West Center. “But ultimately we are

1601 East-West Road
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96848-1601

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

From 
“Indo-Pak Statement 
Thaw in Relations, 
Not Breakthrough”
in The Press Trust of India
January 7, 2004

The Joint Indo-Pakistan statement issued during
the SAARC Summit in Islamabad should be viewed as
a “thaw” and not as a breakthrough towards a final
resolution of the Kashmir issue, a leading expert on
South Asian affairs has said.

“On the face of it, Pakistan has made a major
concession to India’s insistence that talks could not

begin unless Pakistan stopped supporting what India
terms as terrorism in its portion of Kashmir. However,
the reassurance was similarly worded in past assurances,”
said Arun Swamy, a research fellow at the Honolulu-
based East-West Center.

EFrom 
“Noise, Not Change, 
in the Air”
By Peter Kammerer
in South China 
Morning Post
January 1, 2004

Elections in Asia will generate a lot of political
noise this year, but will not result in any significant
changes in direction, a leading observer of the region
predicted yesterday.

The president of the East-West Center in Hawai‘i,
Charles Morrison, said the heated commentary across
the Taiwan Strait between the island and China was
typical of what could be expected. The two are at

loggerheads over an alleged spying ring and a promised
referendum by Taiwan’s President, Chen Shui-bian, on
the mainland’s missiles, which he says threaten stability
in the region.

“In most cases, the elections are a sign of the
stability of democratic institutions, “ Dr. Morrison
said. “But I don’t sense that they really amount to a
significant change.”



Ezra Vogel speaking at the President’s Roundtable.
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All first-time gifts or increased gifts of at least
$100 or more from alumni to the East-West Center
will be matched by the McInerny Foundation — up
to $100 per donor. Please take advantage of this
opportunity to increase your gift and raise an additional
$20,000 for the East-West Center. Your contribution
really will make a difference. You can give by check,
credit card or donate online by using our secure
website service: http://www.eastwestcenter.org/giving.

Gordon Ring, EWC alumni officer, Mr. Tadahisa Ota
(OG 69-70), and Gary Yoshida, EWC development
officer, during a recent visit to Tokyo, Japan. Mr. Ota is
the president of Partech International and donated
$10,000 to the Alumni Endowment Fund.

Increase Your Donation and Help Raise $20,000

An International Affair 2004

The Honorable Corazon C. Aquino, former President
of the Republic of the Philippines, will be honored 
at the East-West Center Foundation’s annual dinner,
An International Affair, on Wednesday, July 14, 2004 at
the Hilton Hawaiian Village Coral Ballroom. She will
receive the Asia Pacific Community Building Award of
the East-West Center in recognition of her determina-
tion and courage in leading a democratic revolution in
the Philippines. The event will celebrate the culture of
the Philippines and feature a silent auction.  Proceeds
from the auction will benefit student scholarships to the
East-West Center. For more information, please call the
Foundation office at (808) 944-7105.

Hawai‘i Pacific Rim Society

The Hawai‘i Pacific Rim Society has continued its
generous support of the East-West Center Arts
Program through its funding of the following projects
in 2004: Huun-Huur-Tu: Throat Singers of Tuva
performance; Contemporary Japanese Crafts exhibition;
Masks of Southeast Asia exhibition and performance-
demonstrations; Hong Kong Contemporary Artists
exhibition and Bamboo in Japanese Culture traveling
exhibition. The Society also provided additional support
to the George R. Ariyoshi Fund which provides
financial support to EWC students who may need
additional assistance.

EWC Foundation Programs

Ezra F. Vogel, Henry Ford II Research Professor 
in the Social Sciences, John F. Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University, spoke on 
“The China-Japan-U.S. Triangle in Asia” on 
January 12, 2004 for the President’s Roundtable 
at the EWC Imin Center.

Charles E. Morrison, EWC President, spoke on 
“Asia Pacific Outlook 2004” on January 13, 2004 at
the AsiaPacific Breakfast Briefing at Bank of Hawaii.

The Hawai‘i Pacific Rim
Society helped support a
performance-demonstration
by Christopher Yohmei
Blasdel, above, and an
exhibition of contemporary
Japanese crafts, right.
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