
The accession of China to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) will deepen and speed a process
that has been of enormous importance to peace and
security in the Asia Pacific region, U.S. Trade

Representative
Charlene Barshefsky
said in a luncheon
address in Honolulu in
late March. 

In the past 30
years, economic reform
has helped move the
Chinese government
toward a more positive
and constructive role in
maintaining peace on
the Korean peninsula,

during the Asian financial crisis, and on the United
Nations Security Council, Barshefsky added. 

“Together with our Pacific alliances and military
commitments, in tandem with our advocacy of human
rights, and in the best tradition of post-war American
leadership, trade policy has helped to strengthen
guarantees of peace and security for us and for the
world,” she said. “And China’s WTO accession,
together with permanent Normal Trade Relations
(NTR), will be the most significant step in this process
for many years.” 

Barshefsky, the Clinton Administration’s principal
trade policy advisor and negotiator, spoke at a program
sponsored by the East-West Center, the Friends of the
East-West Center and the Pacific and Asian Affairs
Council. Her speech, in which she elaborated on
principles of American trade policy and the
importance of China’s WTO accession, coincided with
her participation in the Pacific Basin Economic
Council annual meeting in Honolulu. 

Last November, Barshefsky successfully concluded
negotiations on an historic agreement between China
and the U.S. which sets forth the terms for China’s
accession to the World Trade Organization. “It secures
broad-ranging, comprehensive one-way concessions 
on China’s part, opening China’s markets across the
s p e c t rum of services, industrial goods, and agriculture , ”
she said. “This agreement also strengthens our
guarantees of fair trade and gives us far greater ability
to enforce Chinese trade commitments.” 

Barshefsky briefly reviewed these commitments,
which call for China to:

■ Permit foreign and Chinese businesses to import
and export freely from China for the first time since
the 1940s.

■ Reduce, and in some cases remove entirely, state
control over internal distribution of goods and the
provision of services.

■ Enable foreign businesses to participate in
information industries such as telecommunications,
including the Internet.

■ Subject government decisions in all fields covered
by the WTO to impartial dispute settlement. 

The U.S. has only one obligation, she added. 
“We must grant China permanent NTR or risk losing
the full benefits of the agreement we negotiated,
including broad market access, special import
protections, and rights to enforce China’s
commitments through WTO dispute settlement.” 

In terms of America’s China policy, this would be
no real change, she said. Normal trade relations is the
tariff status the U.S accords all trading partners. And
she noted that China has annually received NTR
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status since the Carter Administration, even during
periods of tension in U.S.-China relations. 

“But the legislative grant of permanent NTR is
critical,” she said. “All WTO members, including
ourselves, pledge to give one another permanent NTR
to enjoy the full benefits available in one another’s
markets. If Congress were to refuse to grant permanent
NTR, our Asian, Latin American, Canadian, and
European competitors will reap these benefits but
American farmers and factory workers, as well as
service providers, would be left behind.” 

In a broader sense, the costs of U.S. retreat from
permanent NTR status would go beyond export and
trade interests, she cautioned. It would be a setback for
economic reformers in China and welcomed by
hardliners who prefer to isolate China’s public from
outside influences and ideas. That is why some of the
leading advocates of democracy and human rights in
Hong Kong and China see WTO accession as an
important step toward reform. 

While arguing for permanent NTR status,
Barshefsky also acknowledged that a trade agreement
will not cure all disagreements. “When we disagree
with China we must act with candor and firm
assertion of our interests and values,” she said, as the
U.S. has done with respect to Taiwan and at the U.N.

Human Rights Commission, in pushing for a
resolution critical of China’s record on human rights. 

Ultimately, the U.S. also recognizes how
important a stable and peaceful relationship with
China is — for the Chinese, for the world, and for
America, Barshefsky concluded. “And, thus, we see a
fundamental responsibility to act upon shared interests
and mutual benefit. We have done so in the Asian
financial crisis; in the maintenance of peace on the
Korean peninsula; and, for over a quarter century, in
trade.” 

In response to questions from the audience,
Barshefsky assessed the vote in Congress regarding
NTR status as “quite fluid,” with neither side having
the votes to pass or defeat the measure as of late
March. “There are a large number of members still
undecided,” she said. “We are working with them. 
We will continue to work very, very hard on this.” 

When asked if China’s “saber-rattling” leading up
to Taiwan’s recent presidential election affected the
chances for NTR passage, Barshefsky answered, “With
respect to saber-rattling, you know saber-rattling never
helps. But let’s distinguish saber-rattling from sabers.
And be sure to remember that it is in both Taiwan and
China’s interests to engage in constructive dialogue.
And it is in the U.S. interest they do so.”

Barshefsky: China’s Accession to WTO 
St rengthens Peace, Se c u rity in Asia Pa c i f i c
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SSix journalists from leading U.S. news
organizations participated in the 2nd Asia Pacific
Journalism Fellowships, a 12-day program sponsored
by the East-West Center, the Pacific Cultural
Foundation (Taiwan), and the Singapore International
Foundation.

Participating journalists were:

■ Jeffrey Brown, Senior Producer, NewsHour 
with Jim Lehrer.

■ Evelyn Iritani, Pacific Rim Business Reporter,
Los Angeles Times.

■ Nancy Laughlin, Nation/World Editor,
Detroit Free Press.

■ Larry Marshak, Page 1A Editor, USA Today 
International.

■ John Omicinski, Pentagon Correspondent, 
Gannett News Service.

■ Jim Wolf, Defense Technology Correspondent, 
Reuters.

This year’s program, for American journalists with
professional experience in Asia, began at the Center in
Honolulu with a series of lectures and discussions on
contemporary Asia with a focus on Singapore and
Taiwan. The fellows, all of whom were former partici-
pants in EWC media activities, then traveled to
Singapore and Taipei. 

“Together these journalists represent three news-
papers with a total daily circulation of nearly two mil-
lion, two wire services that supply news to outlets with
daily audiences of 45 million, and a national television
news program with a daily audience of 3.1 million and
a reach of eight million different viewers per week,”
said Dennis Donahue, program coordinator.

Asia Pacific Jo u rnalism Fe l l ow s
to Si n g a p o re, Ta i p e i



BBy 2003, it is estimated that the value of trans-
actions that take place on the Internet will exceed one
trillion dollars, said Vinton G. Cerf, widely known as a
“father of the Internet.” Cerf quoted that figure to
illustrate the dramatic economic impact of the Internet. 

While one trillion
dollars will encompass
only about 3 percent of
the world’s economy in
2003, Cerf noted that in
absolute terms that is a
lot of money. “As time
goes on, more and more
of the world’s economies
will all certainly be

carried in this Internet-enabled environment. It raises
all kinds of policy issues, like privacy, taxation,
concerns about confidentiality, and protection of
financial transactions,” he said.

C e rf, a knowledgeable, energetic, and engaging
speaker about the Internet, is senior vice president for
Internet Arc h i t e c t u re and Technology at MCI
WorldCom. He works with a team of architects and
engineers who design advanced Internet framew o rks for
d e l i vering a combination of data, information, vo i c e ,
and video services for businesses and consumer use. 

In 1997, President Clinton presented the U.S.
National Medal of Technology to Cerf and his part n e r,
Ro b e rt E. Kahn, for founding and developing the
Internet. Cerf ’s address, at the East-West Center’s
Hawaii Imin International Conference Center in Ap r i l ,
discussed the current status of the Internet, its future
d i rection, and key policy issues. The presentation was
c o - s p o n s o red by the East-West Center, Pacific Te l e-
communications Council, and the Un i versity of Ha w a i i .

Cerf regards the activity around the Internet
today as analogous to a gold rush. “Two things that are

worth remembering about gold rushes, one of them is
the people who make money in a gold rush are not
necessarily the people looking for gold,” he said. “Pe o p l e
that actually make money in the gold rush reliably are
the ones who sell picks and shovels and pans to the
other people who are looking for the gold.” T h e
telecommunications industry has been selling “t h e
e q u i valent of electronic picks and shovels to the rest of
the industry that’s looking for gold on the Internet.” 

The number of Internet users has been
multiplying rapidly, he noted, citing 50 million users
in about 200 countries in 1997 and 276 million users
in as many as 246 countries today. Just under half of
the users are in North America. (See sidebar for
number of Internet users worldwide.) 

By the end of the decade, Cerf projected that
number will grow to about half the people in the
world or about 3 billion. At the same time as the
industry evolves, he anticipates the cost of access and
equipment dropping. What might not be affordable
today, will be affordable tomorrow.

But he cautioned against a global gove r n i n g
committee or agency determining policy issues
s u r rounding the Internet. “The Internet is what it is
because it’s been a ve ry grass roots, from the bottom-up
a c t i v i t y,” he said, adding the observation that policy
issues don’t have easy solutions. “T h e y’re becoming
visible because there’s so much value associated with the
n e t’s presence, but they’re hard to solve because they
h a ve to be solved on a global scale. T h a t’s the challenge
that faces us now, policy problems are as hard or hard e r
than the technical ones, and certainly as important, as
we try to support e-commerce.” 

Cerf predicted the Internet will increase inter-
national competition because it permits a country to
export labor capability and draw hard currency into
that country, without the worker leaving. “That’s a
really important lesson,” he said. “You don’t have to
have a widespread Internet infrastructure in your
country in order to use the Internet as an economic
entity to compete elsewhere, as long as you’re
competing in places” where there is a lot of Internet
use and increasing dependence on it. 

A long list of countries, including India, Ire l a n d ,
Israel, and Costa Rica are realizing this, he said. “In my
v i ew, that’s a big benefit for eve rybody because the more
competition there is, the better the consumer is treated.” 

In response to a question about the future of the
Internet in China, Cerf referred to “a fascinating
tension not just in China but elsewhere that govern-
ments are experiencing.” While they’re beginning to
understand the economic potential of the Internet,
“there’s this terrible tension between concerns over
control of content and the recognition that if you
don’t get on, if you don’t teach your population how
to use the net, then you will miss that important new
economic footprint that could be important as the
country’s future unfolds. So I have a sense the Chinese
government is moving toward Internet use much more
quickly than it was a year ago.”
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Perry Joins 
EWC Board of
Governors

William J. Perry,
former U.S. secretary of
defense, was appointed
to a three-year term on
the East-West Center’s
International Board of
Governors by U.S.
Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright. 

Perry is a professor
at Stanford University,
with a joint appointment
in the Institute for
International Studies and
the Department of

Engineering-Economic Systems/Operations Research. 
Three Hawaii members of the EWC board were

reappointed to three-year terms: Current board
chairman George R. Ariyoshi, former governor of
Hawaii; Lawrence M. Johnson, chairman and CEO,
Pacific Century Financial Corp. and Bank of Hawaii;
and Wayne T. Miyao, senior vice president, Retail
Banking Division, City Bank, Honolulu.

Three Named Distinguished Alumni
Three recipients of the 2000 East-West Center

Distinguished Alumni Award will be honored at the
EWC/EWCA international conference in Honolulu in
July. They are: 

■ Santiago R. Obien, executive director,
Department of Agriculture, Philippine Rice Research
Institute, the Philippines. Obien is being honored for
his accomplishments in the field of rice cultivation and
development, education, and his continuing support
for the EWC Association chapter in the Philippines.

■ Choko Takayama, deputy mayor, Naha City,
Okinawa. Takayama is being honored for his
professional accomplishments, including his leadership
in government and the Okinawa EWCA chapter, and
his prominent role in promoting exchanges between
Okinawa and Hawaii.

■ Ashok Malhotra, professor and chairman, State
University of New York, Department of Philosophy.
Malhotra is being honored for his accomplishments in
philosophy, both as an outstanding teacher and
researcher, and for his dedication to bettering the lives
of poor, uneducated children. 

The annual award recognizes outstanding
accomplishments, including significant contributions
to the promotion of better relations and understanding
among the peoples of Asia, the Pacific, and the United
States. It also salutes significant achievement in a
career field and continuing support for the goals and
objectives of the Center.

The award was established through an endow-
ment fund by the late Dai-Ho Chun, director of the
EWC’s former Institute of Technical Interchange.

International Advisory Panel Selected
Jusuf Wanandi, who has been serving as chair, was

reappointed to the EWC’s International Advisory
Panel. Wanandi is chairman, Supervisory Board Centre
for Strategic and International Studies in Jakarta,
Indonesia, and a member of the country’s People’s
Consultative Assembly.

Newly appointed to the panel are Sandra Kristoff,
New York Life International senior vice president, and
Timothy Ong Teck Mong of Brunei, chairman of the
APEC Business Advisory Council. Reappointed to the
panel are Chan Heng Chee, appointed Singapore’s
ambassador to the U.S. in 1996, and Il SaKong,
chairman and CEO of the Institute for Global
Economics in South Korea. 

East-West Fest Celebrates Diversity
An East-West Fest, organized by EWC

international participants to celebrate diversity and
culture, was held April 16 at the Hawaii Imin
International Conference Center. The event featured a
wide spectrum of activities, including dance and music
performances, storytelling, interactive craft
demonstrations, martial arts, art exhibits, and films
from China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea,
Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Nepal, New Zealand,
Philippines, Samoa, Thailand, and the United States. 

“The East-West Fest is a chance for the Center’s
participants to share their cultures and identities with
the wider community here in Honolulu,” said fair
coordinator Abigail Sines. “We as EWC participants
have opportunities on a day-to-day basis to interact
with each other and learn a great deal about our differ-
ences and similarities. The East-West Fest gives us the
opportunity to work together to share something we
hope will be enjoyable and enriching with the public.”

Okinawan Centennial Exhibition 
in EWC Gallery

“Okinawan Art: A Centennial Exhibition,”
featuring musical instruments, ceramics, toys, lacquer-
ware, dance costumes, metalwork, and textiles loaned
by collectors and artists in Hawaii and Okinawa, is on
display in the East-West Center Gallery of John Burns
Hall through May 28.

The East-West Center is presenting the exhibit in
recognition of the 100th anniversary of the arrival of
the first Okinawan immigrants to Hawaii. Several
events were planned in conjunction with the gallery
show, including a presentation of Okinawan music
and dance coordinated by Harry Seisho Nakasone,
who has been recognized as a living treasure by both
Okinawan and U.S. governments.
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Supporting 
the Center

RECENT GRANTS
AND CONTRACTS

Research/
Population & Health 

$22,332
US Agency 
for International
Development/
Population 
Reference Bureau  

Ed u c a t i o n

$50,000
Korea Foundation

$92,450
Ohana Foundation

EWC Fo u n d a t i o n

$5,000
Anonymous Donor

William J. Perry
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TThe key challenge for the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is to manage
the market for oil in much the same way that the U.S.
Federal Reserve Board controls inflation through
interest rate hikes, proposes Fereidun Fesharaki, East-
West Center senior fellow and a recognized expert on
global energy issues. 

“Essentially, at the first sign of danger, corrective
action is needed, but it has to be by trial and error,”

Fesharaki says. “It is a
Herculean task to try to
get it right in the first go.
As such, it is essential to
leave some room for taking
a second corrective mea-
sure, in say 60 to 90 days.” 

As OPEC prepared for its meeting in late March,
it was facing one of its most serious challenges, easing
the price of oil down without letting it get out of
hand, Fesharaki said. The majority of OPEC ministers
realized that oil prices in the $30 range are too high
and that production increases needed to be discussed
at the meeting, he said. “They know that without
decisive action, prices can continue to rise.” 

Fesharaki warned that political or physical crises,
such as threat of war, earthquakes or disasters, would
affect supplies. “Razor-thin” inventories have created
this precarious situation, he said, and the price of oil
could jump radically to $40 per barrel or higher.

OPEC had to determine how much of an increase
in oil production would stop the price rises and ease
prices down to the desired $20 to $25 per barrel
range. But it also had to be careful that prices don’t fall
below $20 per barrel, he said. 

Fesharaki observes that OPEC has the following
options: 

■ Allow over-production of some 1.5 million barrels
per day and hope seasonal decline will ease prices

down. However, he cautioned that this option will not
reduce prices and may even increase them. He noted
that currently OPEC countries were over-producing
by 1.3 to 1.5 million barrels per day. “According to
our sources,” he said, “without exception, everyone is
producing above quota.”

■ Increase the OPEC quota, by perhaps 2 million
barrels per day and try to stamp out over-production.
The down side to this option is that it could result in
continuing over-production, loss of confidence, and a
possible price reduction to under $20 per barrel.

■ Attempt a two-stage scenario and combine raising
the oil quota and over-production. 

“It is important to note that a 2 million barrels
per day quota increase has much more of a negative
impact on prices than a 2 million barrels per day over-
production,” Fesharaki explained. “Although the
physical volume is the same, if OPEC ‘cheats’ and the
policy does not work, OPEC can always go back to
the quota. If, on the other hand, quota is increased, it
is not so easy to go back to the base as a new base
needs to be re-negotiated.” 

OPEC ministers agreed to raise production by
1.7 million barrels per day and non-OPEC agreed to
add another 400 thousand barrels per day. The prices
did ease down to $20–25 range, but OPEC left the
door open to intervene again in the market when it
meets on June 21. The policy has worked so far, but
inventories remain very thin. 

“In all scenarios, oil prices will not come down
fast,” he said. “They will come down slowly as
inventory is first built up and customers are made to
feel comfortable that they will not face physical
shortages. OPEC Ministers have a very difficult task
ahead of them and they need to manage it judiciously
and without public discord.”

Ex p l o ring OPEC and
Oil Price Scenari o s

the 21st Century.” Panel discussions will address issues
in regional business, environment and energy, health
and population, human rights and women’s issues,
international relations, language and history,
communications, culture and the arts, and education. 

The conference is sponsored as a community
service by the Hawaii office of AXA Advisors, LLC,
with additional support by Bank of Hawaii, Friends of
the East-West Center, The Queen’s Health Systems,
and United Airlines. 

Information on the conference is available from
the EWC Alumni Office, (808)944-7502 or via the
c o n f e rence web site: www. E a s t We s t C e n t e r. o r g / ewc a 2 0 0 0

East-West Center alumni from 29 countries have
registered for the Center’s 40th anniversary conference
to be held July 4-8. Of the 400 pre-registrants, 61 are
from Hawaii, 121 from the U.S. Mainland, and 157
from Asia. 

Among early registrants are the president of Fiji,
director of the American Institute of Taiwan, the
president of Mindanao State University, chairman of
the Hang Lung Group of Hong Kong, and the deputy
mayor of Naha, Okinawa. 

Alumni have submitted more than 150 abstracts
for presentations on aspects of the conference theme,
“Building an Asia Pacific Community: The EWC in

EWC 40th Annive r s a ry Conference 
to Draw Alumni From 29 Countri e s

Fereidun Fesharaki
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A Look at Poverty in the Developing Countries of Asia, by
James C. Knowles. Asia-Pacific Population & Policy
No. 52, January 2000. Honolulu: East-West Center.
4 pp. Single copies available free of charge. Go to
http://www.EastWestCenter.org/stored/pdfs/p&p052
.pdf to download the pdf file. 

The financial crisis of 1997 caused widespread
unemployment and loss of income in the developing
economies of East and Southeast Asia. Although less

P u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  R e v i e w

affected by the crisis, most countries in South Asia
have large numbers of people living in poverty due, in
part, to rapid population growth. In absolute terms,
more people live below the poverty line in Asia today
than in 1995. Asian population groups who suffer
from “income poverty” are frequently also
disadvantaged in terms of social indicators such as
adult literacy, life expectancy at birth, and child
malnutrition.

Domestic Politics Fuels Northeast Asian Maritime
Disputes, by Mark J. Valencia. AsiaPacific Issues, No.
43, April 2000. Honolulu: East-West Center. 8 pp.
$2.50 plus shipping and handling. Go to
h t t p : / / w w w. E a s t We s t C e n t e r. o r g / s t o re d / p d f s / a p i 0 4 3 . p d f
to download the pdf file.

In recent years Japan has been embroiled in heated
disputes with Russia, South Korea, and China over
several small islands to its north and in the Japan and
East China Seas. These islands and rocks may hold
considerable value as base points for generating claims
to Exclusive Economic Zones containing fish, oil, and
gas. Yet these disputes are about more than economic
resources: the tiny features have become powerful
symbols of nationalist pride and politics. 

This has perpetuated the disputes — at great
expense to the countries. The regional spread of
democratization has only aggravated the difficulty of
making international settlements, as politicians react 
to constituents’ demands not to make territorial
concessions and political factions harness the disputes
to their own purposes. There is a real danger that the
disputes could escalate and trigger conflict. Thus, a
modus operandi must be devised to manage them. 
A first step would be the recognition by country
leaders that they and their counterparts in rival
claimant countries are constrained by the same
domestic pressures.

Marine and Coastal Biodiversity in the Tropical Island
Pacific Region, Volume 2: Population, Development, and
Conservation Priorities, edited by Lucius G. Eldredge,
James E. Maragos, Paul F. Holthus, and Helen F.
Takeuchi. 1999. Honolulu: Pacific Science
Association. Distributed by Pacific Science
Association, (808) 848-4139/Email:
psa@bishop.bishop.hawaii.org. xiv, 456 pp. 
Paper, $30.00 plus shipping and handling. 

This book re p resents the edited papers and
p roceedings of the second of two workshops on Ma r i n e
and Coastal Bi o d i versity in the Tropical Island Pa c i f i c
Region held in November 1994 at the East-We s t

C e n t e r. It includes status re p o rts on re v i ews of tro p i c a l
coastal biodiversity for nearshore and coastal tro p i c a l
ecosystems in the insular Pacific — mangrove s ,
seagrasses, coral reefs, corals, mollusks, sea cucumbers,
fishes, sea turtles, seabirds, and marine mammals. Pa p e r s
on economics and management of ecosystems applicable
to the region include impacts of human settlement,
b i o d i versity and ethnobiology, tourism, conserva t i o n
priorities in the South Pacific, marine natural pro d u c t s ,
a q u a c u l t u re, commercial fishing, artisanal fishing,
e n e r g y, construction, and pollution. Also included is an
action plan for coastal/marine biodiversity conserva t i o n
in the region developed during the work s h o p.

Proceedings of the Hawai‘i Coral Reef Monitoring
Workshop (June 9-11, 1998 Honolulu, Hawaii), edited by
James E. Maragos and Rikki Grober-Dunsmore.
1999. Honolulu: East-West Center and State of
Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources.
Distributed by East-West Center. iv, 334 pp. 
Paper, $15.00 plus shipping and handling. 

The workshop succeeded in establishing a
framework for a coral reef monitoring program for
Hawaii and enlisting the support of all key local
residents and many of the top international scientists
involved with coral reef monitoring. The approach

used for the Hawaii workshop may be useful for other
regions desiring to organize their coral reef monitoring
programs. In Hawaii the workshop has already
stimulated a greater degree of cooperation and
teamwork in promoting better management of reefs.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service protects many
coral reefs throughout Hawai’i and other U.S. areas in
the insular Pacific as part of its National Wildlife
Refuge system, and plans to adopt the protocols
recommended at the workshop for establishing long-
range monitoring programs for coral reefs in these
refuges.

To order East-West Center
publications, contact the 
East-West Center
Publication Sales Office,
1601 East-West Road,
Honolulu, HI 
96848-1601. 
Phone: (808)944-7145.
Fax (808)944-7376. 
E-mail: ewcbooks@
EastWestCenter.org

Note: These books are
also available to walk-in
customers at the EWC
Publications Office.

The Publications Office now sends e-mail announcements of new publications to interested readers. If you would
like to receive such announcements, please send a message to ewcbooks@EastWestCenter.org with the word
“subscribe” in the Subject field. Please include your name, title, organization name, and e-mail address.
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A Rabuka as chairman and former Tonga Prime Minister
Baron Vaea as vice chairman. 

Mara praised the Pacific Islands Conference of
Leaders’ sessions because they provide a setting “in
which island leaders are firmly in control. The non-
scripted and informal nature of leaders’ engagements
here in Hawaii, itself a Pacific island state, allow for
substantive discussion of matters that are of critical
importance to the entire region.” 

At the March meeting, PIDP director Sitiveni
Halapua reviewed the research the program has
accomplished over the past two decades. Among the
research achievements he noted were projects
addressing renewable energy planning, tuna fisheries,
disaster preparedness, private sector development, and
sustainable development. And he said early researchers
are now internationally recognized experts who work
with Pacific island governments, regional organizations,
and the United Nations. 

In remarks about “people-centered strategies for
development and sustainable development,” Halapua
advised that matters other than economic growth need
to be considered as development is pursued. In
development work, he encouraged leaders to recognize
the needs and interests of islanders in culture, religion,
and environment, as well as financial success. 

Mara also praised the accomplishments of the
PIDP and its work in assisting development in the
Pacific region. “It’s a unique organization in which the
leaders can react directly with researchers” to analyze
and solve problems and provide guidance, he said.
“Nowhere else in the world will our leaders of govern-
ment have a research facility to help them that way.”
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A special March meeting of the Standing
Committee of the Pacific Islands Conference of
Leaders concluded with general agreement on a plan
outlining the formal relationship between the
conference and the East-West Center.

The assembled regional prime ministers, pre s i d e n t s
and government re p re s e n t a t i ves also discussed a
p roposed strategic plan for the Pacific Is l a n d s
De velopment Program (PIDP), based at the Center.
This includes recommendations for social and economic

d e velopment work in
the Pacific islands
region over the next
10 years. 

“There have
been some very good
contributions,” said
Fiji President Ratu
Sir Kamisese Mara,
who convened the

meeting at the Center. “Particularly from the president
of Kiribati on the ‘Pacific Village Way’ and from the
prime minister of Fiji on the effect of the World Trade
Organization’s likely conflict with the help we are
receiving at the present to develop our resources.” 

Both the agreement on conference-center
relationships and the strategic plan are expected to be
formally adopted when the Conference of Leaders,
which includes 20 countries, territories and states in
the region, meet again at the Center in August. That
session coincides with the 20th anniversary of PIDP.

At that time, conference leaders also will choose
officers to succeed former Fiji Prime Minister Sitiveni

Pacific Islands Leaders
A g ree on Strategic Pl a n ,
EWC Re l a t i o n s h i p

Japan’s Consul General Gotaro Ogawa presented a
check to Fiji President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara,
representing the Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders
and a member of the East-West Center Board of
Governors, at a ceremony in Honolulu in March.
Joining Mara for the presentation were former Hawaii
Gov. George Ariyoshi, EWC board chairman, and
EWC President Charles E. Morrison. 

Ogawa paid tribute to “the East-West Center,
under the able leadership of Dr. Morrison, for their
efforts in building a broader Asia Pacific community
in which the nations have promoted economic growth
and lasting peace and stability for the peoples of this
region.” 

Over the years, Japan has been a strong supporter
of PIDP and East-West Center efforts in research,
training, and education in the Pacific islands region.

Japan Presents $357,000 for Pacific Islands Pro g r a m s
The Pacific Islands Development Program (PIDP)

received a contribution of $357,000 from the govern-
ment of Japan for use in research and development
projects to benefit the Pacific Islands region. 

Consul General Gotaro Ogawa presents a check to Fiji
President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara while EWC president
Charles E. Morrison and EWC Board Chairman former
Hawaii Governor George Ariyoshi look on.
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AA key issue, much discussed in Japan in the last
decade, is the need for a stronger international component
in Japanese education at a time when the world is inter-
connected economically and culturally and when Ja p a n
faces a continuing challenge to perform as a leader in the
w o r l d’s markets… This imperative for a global perspective
in the Japanese educational system often clashes with a
c o n s e rva t i ve view stressing the importance of maintaining
traditional Japanese values and viewing foreign influences
as potentially threatening and contaminating. 

An important element in this clash is the We s t e r n
notion of individual autonomy versus the Ja p a n e s e

traditional emphasis of responsibility to the gro u p, to the
c o m m u n i t y, and to the nation. This culture clash in
Japanese society is marked to some degree by a
generation gap between traditional older folk, often in
leading roles in government and in educational
administration, and outward-looking youth. For the
school curriculum the movement tow a rds international-
ization has many implications: the need for greater effec-
t i veness in foreign language teaching, especially En g l i s h ;
hiring of more foreigners at Japanese schools and unive r-
sities; educational exchanges with other countries; and a
general openness of the Japanese school to the world. 

From 
“The Global Schoolhouse: 
The Education Scene in
Contemporary Japan” 

By Siegfried Ramler,
EWC Adjunct Fellow 

In Independent School
magazine 
March 30, 2000

A “Their capability is improving fast,” Yang said.
“But the PLA’s purpose is not to land here. It’s to teach
you a lesson. Firing 100 missiles may not be necessary.
One may be enough. The people here are so much
better off than on the mainland that they don’t believe
(mainland forces) will attack.” 

Tang (Fei), the defense minister, and Yang, the
defense expert, agree that the Taiwan population must
be told the realities of the dangers, and civil defense
corps must be organized to minimize panic in the
event of missile attacks. 

From 
“Arms Not Enough 
for Taiwan” 

By John Omicinski, 
Gannett News Service 
and 2000 EWC Asia Pacific
Journalism Fellow 

April 10, 2000
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N o t e s  a n d  Q u o t e s

Arms sales diminish the sense of reality among
Taiwanese, said Andrew Nien-Dzu Yang, secretary-
general of the Chinese Council of Advanced Policy
Studies. “We cannot protect ourselves with endless
arms acquisitions,” he contends. 

Like many defense analysts, Yang expects main-
land China by 2005 to have its forces in a high state of
readiness and modernization. That doesn’t mean the
People’s Liberation Army will invade Taiwan, because
the military realities of the island’s difficult tides in the
west and steep cliffs in the east are still there. 

1601 East-West Road
Honolulu, Hawaii 96848-1601

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

DFrom
“Globalization 
Is Inevitable”

By Charles E. Morrison,
EWC President

In Island Business
magazine
March 2000

Despite tremendous potential for economic
efficiency in the Asia-Pacific region, the recovery still
appears fragile. The future of the inflated American
stock market, the weakness of the Japanese economy
and China’s slowdown and many problems are among
the most frequently cited dangers. But the key in
addressing these issues, and in developing regional and

global strategies for dealing with globalization, lies in
political leadership. In the next two years, critical
leadership changes will be occurring in many of the
major economies of the region. The quality of leader-
ship remains the single most uncertain factor in the
future of the Asia-Pacific and global economies.

Seeking to alleviate some of this tension (in the
South China Sea), China and ASEAN which includes
Spratly claimants Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines
and Vietnam among its members — are trying to
formulate a code of conduct that both sides would
find acceptable. The two sides have agreed that such a

code should cover four broad areas: how to handle
disputes in the South China Sea, how to build trust
and confidence, cooperation on various marine issues
including environmental protection and scientific
research, and modes of consultations. But the two
parties remain far apart on specifics.

From
“Old Disputes 
Heighten Chance for 
War in South China Sea”

By Mark J. Valencia,
EWC Senior Fellow, and
Jenny Miller Garmendia,
EWC Degree Fellow

In Honolulu Advertiser
April 23, 2000
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An In t e rnational Affair

East-West 
Center
Foundation
1999-2000 
Board
of Directors

C o - c h a i r s

Kenneth F. Brow n

Haigo T.H. Sh e n

Joan M. Bi c k s o n

Frank Boas

Lily Lee Chen

James F. Ga ry

John Hawkins, Ph . D .

L a w rence M. Jo h n s o n

Edison Miyawaki, M.D.

Kara Pu k e t a p u

Puongpun Sa n a n i k o n e

Oswald St e n d e r

Gulab Wa t u m u l l

An In t e rnational Affair b rought together four
h u n d red business and community leaders, former and
c u r rent Center alumni and staff, and Fo u n d a t i o n
s u p p o rters on Ma rch 17th at the Hawaii Prince Ho t e l .
The annual dinner of the East-West Center Fo u n d a t i o n
celebrated the 40th annive r s a ry of the East-West Center.

The evening was filled with entertainment and
food from the Asia Pacific region. The guest speaker was
His Excellency Sh i n yong Lho, Former Prime Mi n i s t e r
of the Republic of Ko rea, who spoke on “Forging an
A s i a - Pacific Community: The East-West Center’s Ro l e

Kenneth Brown; 
His Excellency 

Leo Falcam, 
president of the 
Federated States 

of Micronesia 
and EWC alumnus; 

and Mrs. Joan Brown

in the Next Century.” He believes “that the East-We s t
Center will continue to act as a fundamental and vital
link between the Asia-Pacific region and United St a t e s
in finding inve n t i ve ways to enhance dialogue and to
promote peace and prosperity.”

Over $40,000 was raised to support new
initiatives such as the East-West Fest which was
organized by the Center’s student participants.

The East-West Center would like to thank our
generous table sponsors and supporters of An
International Affair.

Gold Sponsors
The Honorable 

George R. Ariyo s h i
AXA Advisors, LLC
Bank of Ha w a i i
Frank Boas
John A. Burns Fo u n d a t i o n
Hawaiian Airlines
Mo r n i n g s i d e - Sp r i n gf i e l d

Foundation, In c .

Silver Sponsors
Cincinnati Be n g a l s
City Ba n k
First Hawaiian Ba n k
Charles & Chieko Mo r r i s o n
Jean E. Ro l l e s
Watanabe Ing & Kawashima/

Aloha Airlines

Friends Sponsors
Baden Wines In t e r n a t i o n a l ,

L t d .
M r. & Mrs. Richard W. Ba k e r
Kenneth F. Brow n
Budget Re n t - A - C a r

Central Pacific Ba n k
College of Bu s i n e s s

Administration at Un i ve r s i t y
of Hawaii at Ma n o a

Lily Lee Chen
Collins & Company
Dr. & Mrs. William M.H.

Du n g
EWCA Alumni
Friends of the 

E a s t - West Center
James F. & Helen G. Ga ry
H G E A / A F S C M E
Hawaii Prince Ho t e l
Hawaiian Electric Company,

In c .
John Ha w k i n s /

Puongpun Sa n a n i k o n e
Honolulu St a r - Bu l l e t i n
Be rt A. Ko b a y a s h i
Dr. Richard T. Ma m i y a
Se rvco Fo u n d a t i o n
Haigo T.H. Sh e n
Sony Hawaii Company
Taipei Economic and Cu l t u r a l

Office in Honolulu 
General Fred C. Weyand, 

USA, Ret.

His Excellency 
Shinyong Lho,

Lynn Ariyoshi-Takemoto
and The Honorable

George Ariyoshi

Closing performance by the Halla Huhm Korean
Dance Studio, directed by Mary Jo Freshley
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Annual 
Giving 
Levels

President’s
Council
$25,000 or more

President
$10,000 - $24,999

Statesman
$5,000 - $9,999

Ambassador
$1,000 - $4,999

Counselor
$500 - $999

Diplomat
$100 - $499

Colleague
$99 and below

Marshal Kingsbury
K a ren and Greg Knudsen
Cleo Milliman Ko b a y a s h i
M r. & Mrs. Hideto Ko n o
Ricky Ku b o t a
Lisa Ma ru y a m a
A n d rew Ma s o n
Michael J. Masters, DC
Ma r g a ret M. Mc Gow a n
Ro b e rt T. Na k a s o n e
Barbara Na u d a i n
C a roline Wa rd Od a
St e ve & Gigi Ol i ve
L o retta O. Pa n g
Diane Pe t e r s - N g u ye n
Barbara A. Pe t e r s o n
Go rdon R. Ring
Vicki L. Sh a m b a u g h
Eileen Sh e a
Barbara B. Sm i t h
L a r ry E. Sm i t h
Re p re s e n t a t i ve 

David St e g m a i e r
Linda C. Ta k a y a m a
A m y - Rose Ta y l o r
Dr. & Mrs. Ma rk J. Va l e n c i a
Betty M. Vi t o u s e k
Ethel Alikpala Wa rd
Sh a ron R. We i n e r
Ge o f f rey M. W h i t e
Randall C. M. Wo r s l e y

Colleague
Roger Er n s t
Joan M. Na t a l i e

For Center Art s

Diplomat
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Pe e

For EWC As s o c i a t e s

Diplomat
Dr. Jon Ti k i vanotau M.

Jo n a s s e n

For 2000 
In t e rnational Co n f e re n c e

Statesman 
Friends of East-West Center

Ambassador 
Dr. Betty Mo o re Bu l l a rd

Counselor
Daniel Berman & 

Elizabeth Speckels Be r m a n

Diplomat
A n o n y m o u s
Kem Low ry
Rose Na k a m u r a

Colleague
Shaunagh G. Ro b b i n s
Sarah K. Va n n
C a roline Ya n g

For Asia Pacific Ou t l o o k
2000 Speaker Se r i e s

Ambassador
Hawaiian Airlines, Inc. 

( In - K i n d )
Mauna Lani Bay Hotel and

Bu n g a l ows (In - K i n d )

S p e c i a l  I n s e r t  t o  t h e  O b s e r v e r

Dr. Michel Oksenberg, former president of the
East-West Center and senior fellow at the Asia/Pacific
Research Center at Stanford University, recently spoke
on “The Taiwan Issue in Sino-American Relations” to
members of the President’s Roundtable.

On behalf of the East-West Center, we would like
to thank those individuals, corporations, businesses,
foundations and organizations who have generously
contributed to the East-West Center Foundation.

Listed are the gifts received between February 1,
2000 and March 31, 2000.

Ambassador 
Jhamandas Watumull Fu n d
Donald C.W. Kim

Counselor 
Flora At h e rton Cr i c h t o n
Renton de Alwis
Kw a n g - Kuo Hwang

Diplomat 
A n o n y m o u s
Kathy Fo l e y
Marie A. Mo n s e n
Myrna M. Ni p

Colleague 
Colonel Ronald H. Ave r i l l ,

USA (re t . )
Elizabeth A. Do d d s
Hawaii Pacific Area Combined

Federal Campaign
Regis Vo s s

Designated
Gifts

For An In t e rnational Affair

Diplomat 
Amefil Agbayani
Muthiah Alagappa
Purita F. Asperilla Ed.D., R.N.
Daniel Berman & 

Elizabeth Speckels Be r m a n
Donald M. Bow m a n
Elizabeth Bu c k
Ralph R. Carva l h o
Dr. Je r ry C. L. Chang
Dr. & Mrs. Donald F. B. Char
Bob L. Coe
M r. & Mrs. C. F. Damon, Jr.
Donald R. Da w s o n
Mendl Djunaidy
Dennis D. Do n a h u e
Deanna G. Do n ova n
Jack Dwye r
Ed w a rd Enterprises, In c .
Philip Estermann
The Finance Fa c t o r s

Fo u n d a t i o n
Brenda Lei Fo s t e r
Jefferson Fox
Norman Ge s c h w i n d
Frank S. Ha i n e s
Jeanne M. Ha m a s a k i
Ronald Ja c k s o n
Elisa W. Jo h n s t o n
Me h e roo Jussawalla, Ph . D .
Annie M. Kaneshiro

The East-West Center
Foundation has made
every effort to present an
accurate listing of donors.
If your name has been
omitted or erroneously
listed, please call 
Judy Masters at 
808-944-7105.

EWC Foundation Pro g r a m s
Dr. Charles Johnson, coordinator of EWC

environmental studies, gave a luncheon presentation
on “Cleaning Asia’s Air and Opportunities for
Hawaii,” on April 20 at the Mauna Lani Bay Hotel
and Bungalows on the island of Hawaii as part of the
Asia Pacific Outlook 2000 Speaker Series.

The Asia Pacific Outlook 2000 Speaker Series will
begin at the Outrigger Wailea Resort in June. The
Maui program is a partnership of the Outrigger Hotels
& Resort, Hawaiian Airlines and the East-West
Center.




