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liB 2319 HD 2 would require installation of energy-efficient water
heating facilities I i.nclud.i.nj increasing percentages of solar technolCXJies,
an residential projects using state lands or state funds.

Our statement on this measure does not constitute an institutional
position of the University of Hawaii.

Water heatinJ comprises the largest cauponent of residential e.nergy
consunption in most houses in Hawaii. SUbstitution of e.nergy-e.fficient
devices, particularly solar hot water heaters, would significantly reduce
individual household energy consumption, and, extrapolated statewide, such
measures would substantially reduce our present rate of consumption of
fossil fuels. 'lhus, the intent of this bill clearly is supportive of both
state and federal energy policies encouragi.n;J~ consexvation, and we
strongly concur with that intent. In addition, prior amendments to the bill
as noted in the present draft appear awr~late.

~er, we question the exclusion of projects developed on behalf of
the Hawaii Housing Authority (HHA). We note that HHA receives federal
funding and perceives an apparent conflict in expemiture of federal funds
to ~lY with state requirements. We suggest that federal funds already
are experrled routinely in compliance with local requirements, such as
building codes and zoning ordinances. Energy policy, like building am
zoning guidelines, is established in the t:clllic interest, and where federal
policy is consistent with local public interest guidelines, such as in the
case of energy policy, no conflict is evident.

We also suggest that the categorical exclusion of IIUlti-unit building-s
is inawropriate, in that many duplex, triplex, and cluster type
developments may readily incoIporate solar water heating technolcgy, yet
would be exclOOed under the present l~e of HE 2319.
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