
4 

floors house the Senate House of Representative offices. The attorney general, 

Department of budget and finance, and additional members of the house are housed on 

the fourth floor. The fifth floor is home to the governor, lieutenant governor, and staff. 

Underground, the building holds the two senate and house chamber, as well as parking 

for 440 cars (McFarland). 

Symbolism: Included in his capital design are several symbols to represent the unique 

beauty and geography of Hawaii. Take the buildings columns for example. The columns 

not only represent the number of island (8) but also represent the state's most 

recognizable vegetation, the palm tree. 

On the top of the building the cone shaped openings at the top of the roof represent the 

Hawaii's geographic birth from the volcanoes. The forty ribs running along the top of the 

structure symbolize the palms leafs many lines. 
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A vast pool of water was but around the capitol building in order to symbolize the 

fact that Hawaii is the only island-state in the nation 

On the northern and southern sides of the building hang large Bronze replicas of the sate 

seal, 15 feet in diameter, each weighing 7,500 pounds. 

Other key parts of the building are: 

•	 The mosaic design in the center of the rotunda, "Aquarius," was created by island 

artist Tadashi Sato and shows the changing colors and patterns of Hawaii's seas. 
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•	 The two chandeliers in the legislative chambers represent the "Moon," in the 

Senate and is made of polished aluminum and chambered nautilus shells; "Sun, 

"in the House of Representatives, is made of gold-plated copper and brass. 

Renovations 

Since, the capitals completion in 1969, the building has been plagued by 

expensive structural problems. The air-conditioning system could not provide sufficient 

temperate control resulting in vast differences between the upper and basement levels 

(SA 5). Worse still, was the fact that system could not cool the building when the 

legislature was in session. Renovation also had to be made to accommodate new 

technology. By 1991 the capital was in need of significant repair, renovation and 

asbestos removal. The original appropriation for the work totaled $47,000,000, however 

by 1996 this total had jumped to 69.2 million dollars (SA 3). In the end, the building cost 

71,900,000 to repair, almost three times the amount the building cost to construct. 

Conclusion 
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In summarizing, the Hawaii State Capital is an amazing architectural monument. 

The building provides a uniqueness not found in any other state primarily because of 

Warnecke's decision to include important features of Hawaiian culture and geography. 

Though the building has a host of design problems, the intended meaning of the building 

will continue to echo throughout the decades to come. 
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