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JANUARY 10, 1944

The 457th meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station

on Monday, January 10, at 2: 00 p.m., with President Faxon in the

chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Carter, Craft, Faxon, Full-
away, Holdaway, Keck, Look, McBride, McPhail, Murakami, Ni-

shida, Pemberton, Rosa, Sakimura, Schmidt, Swezey, Van Zwalu-

wenburg, Williams and Zimmerman.

Visitors: Thomas Farr, Ensign H. E. Graham and Capt. Frank

lin Sherman III.

Mr. Wm. Craft was unanimously elected to membership.

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Bucnocerns anthrenoides Sharp—Mr. Pemberton exhibited dry

lettuce seed removed from a sealed paper package; these were being

consumed by this dermestid beetle, all stages being present. The

larvae appeared well-fed and had matured to large-sized individuals.

Fly control in carrion—Mr. Pemberton discussed the use of un

diluted cresylic acid on dead animals and other carrion for the

elimination of flies and their maggots from such materials. He said

that Dr. F. E. Hance, chemist of the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station,

had sprayed cresylic acid over a dead squid which was covered with

flies, mostly Lucilia sp., and filled with their maggots, with the

result that the flies completely disappeared within a few minutes,

and all the maggots died within 24 hours. Following treatment, the

carcass was left in the field and kept under observation. At no time

did the flies return; after ten days the squid dried up. A pronounced

odor of cresylic acid permeated the air for at least 20 feet from the

treated spot throughout the period of the observations.

Dr. Carter said he had found that crude naphthalene sprinkled

on decaying animal parts (e.g., chicken head) entirely and very

quickly eliminated the odor of decay, and prevented the breeding of
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maggots in the material. Capt. Sherman remarked that paradi-

chlorobenzene (PDB) was very successful in eliminating flies from

latrines.

Tenodera angustipennis Saussure—Mr. Swezey exhibited an egg

case of this mantid brought in by Dr. H. L. Lyon, who found it in

his garage on Matlock Avenue. This egg case displayed 45 round

exist holes in the sides, from which parasites had already issued.

Presumably the parasite would be the same one found by Mr.

Krauss last year on Molokai, provisionally determined by Mr. Full-

away as Podagrion beneficium Girault.1 This is evidence of the

establishment of this parasite on Oahu, where it is evidently a factor

in causing the scarcity of the mantis of late years.

Lindera tessellatella Blanchard—Mr. Swezey exhibited a speci

men of this tineid moth collected by him at Kula, Maui, January 26,

1911. It was at a time when Mr. Swezey was investigating the

occurrence in stored corn of Sitotroga cerealella (Oliv.) in that

region. Three of the Lindera moths were collected, probably in

corn, though not so labelled and he could not be certain from

memory. The specimens had remained undetermined until Mr.

Swezey noticed a recent account of this moth in England (The

Entomologist, 76:177-181, 12 figs., 1943) with description and

figures from which the determination was made. The caterpillars

are said to be refuse feeders. The species is recorded from South

America, Australia, New Zealand and Fiji. It was described from

California (Trans. Amer. Ent. Soc, 31:13, 1905) by Dietz as

Paraneura simulella, which later proved to be a synonym. No other

specimens have been obtained in Hawaii. The moth has consider

able resemblance to Sitomorpha insectella (Fabr.), another scav

enger moth in Hawaii, but the wing venation is different.

Herse cingulata (Fabr.)—Dr. Williams reported rearing a male

of this sweetpotato sphinx moth from a small caterpillar feeding

on a sunflower plant (Helianthus annuus Linn.) in his garden in

Honolulu. The sunflower was growing alongside sweetpotatoes.

Two sphinx moth eggs on the sunflower leaves yielded Tricho-

gramma wasps. The caterpillar was fed entirely upon sunflower

leaves and produced the moth on December 19.

FEBRUARY 14, 1944

The 458th meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station

on Monday, February 14, at 2: 00 p.m., with President Faxon in
the chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Carter, Craft, Faxon, Full-

away, Goolsby, Holdaway, Krauss, Look, McBride, Murakami,

1 Later identified by A. B. Gahan as Fodaerion mantis Ashmead. See Proc. Haw. Ent. Soc.
12: 82, 92, 1944 [Ed.}.
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Nishida, Pemberton, Rosa, Swezey, Tanada, Van Zwaluwenburg,

Williams and Zimmerman.

Visitor: Mr. Foo Kau Lee.

On the occasion of Mr. Swezey's retirement from the editorship

of the Proceedings, after 37 years tenure, Dr. Williams, on behalf

of the Society, presented Mr. Swezey with a Cypripediunt orchid

in flower, as a token of the Society's appreciation. In the same con

nection the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS : Mr. O. H. Swezey has, at his own request, given

up the editorship of the Society's Proceedings after thirty-seven

years of service, in order to devote himself further to his studies of

the Hawaiian insect fauna, and

WHEREAS : Mr. Swezey has, during this time edited the first

eleven volumes of the Proceedings, consisting of thirty-nine sepa

rate issues containing over 5000 pages of text, these constituting an

enduring and unique monument to his wholehearted devotion to

science, and to Hawaiian entomology in particular, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: That this Society express to Mr. Swezey

its appreciation of a task well done, and thank him for his long and

faithful service.

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Bucelatoria armigera (Coquillett)—Mr. Van Zwaluwenburg re

corded the first rearing in Hawaii of this tachinid fly from Heliothis

armigera (Hiibner), the host from which the type material in Cali

fornia had been reared. A Heliothis larva taken on potato foliage

in Field 13, Oahu Sugar Company, Ltd., on January 20, yielded

three puparia, from which issued, on January 30 and 31, three

females of Bucelatoria. Adults of this fly were present in large

numbers in Field 13 on February 9; some five weeks later the

species was no longer to be" found, indicating a seasonal fluctuation.

Dysimia maculata Muir—Mr. Van Zwaluwenburg noted that the

type locality of this derbid, omitted from the original description

(Proc. Haw. Ent. Soc, 5: 463, 1924), is (according to labels on the

type in the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station collection) Rio Piedras,

Puerto Rico, where it was taken, feeding on Inga sp., in August

1923, by G. N. Wolcott.

Agromyza virens Loew reared from celery—Dr. Holdaway ex

hibited specimens of this fly reared from a stalk of celery grown at

Kurtistown, Hawaii, July 23, 1941. The celery in which the larvae

were working exhibited a brownish, corky condition in the groove

of the stalk, somewhat like the condition now known to be due to

a boron deficiency, and observed elsewhere on Hawaii and Maui.

This condition gives the stalk a brown line from near the ground

level to near the lamina of the leaf. If the condition of the celery

stalk from which A. virens was reared, actually was due to boron

deficiency, one is led to wonder if the agromyzid was merely
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secondary. Identification of the fly was made by Mr. Swezey who

referred to remarks by Essig (Insects of Western North America:

614, 1926) to the effect that "Agromyza virens Loew mines the

stems of white clover, ragweed, and coneflower, and occurs in the

east and in Arizona and California in the west."

Podagrion on Oahu—Mr. Swezey exhibited specimens of this

egg parasite on mantid eggs, which had issued from oothecae of

Tenodera angustipennis Sauss., collected by Mr. Bianchi and him
self February 4, 1944, at the H.S.P.A. substation in upper Manoa

Valley. Eight oothecae were collected from twigs of hibiscus and
on the boards of a shed. Six of the egg cases had exit holes where

the parasites had already issued. From the fresher-looking oothe

cae, 14 female Podagrion issued between February 3 and 13. Dur

ing the same time, six females and three males of Cerambycobius

cushmani Crawford issued from these oothecae. No male Poda

grion issued, and this seems to indicate that the species is par-

thenogenetic. On February 12 four females were placed with what

appeared to be an unparasitized ootheca, and on February 14 they

were all observed ovipositing.

Mantids from Kauai—Dr. Krauss exhibited three species of

mantid established on the island of Kauai: (1) Tenodera angusti

pennis Sauss.; one adult, Waimea, January 6, 1944; one nymph,

Haena, January 7; one nymph, Waipahee, January 13; two egg

cases from branches of Acacia famesiana (Linn.) Willd. Showing

numerous exit-holes of a parasite, probably Podagrion mantis

Ashm., Polihale, January 12; one egg case, Nawiliwili, October 20,

1942. (2) Hierodula patellifera (Serv.) ; one adult female and

three nymphs, Waimea, January 6, 1944; two adult males, Hana-

pepe valley, January 14. The males, which apparently have not been

previously collected in the Islands, are dark brown in color, in

contrast to the green female. (3) OrtHodera ministralis (Fabr.) ;

one female collected by Otto Degener near Hanalei, December
1939, and an egg case laid by this individual.

Dendrothripoides ipomeae Bagnall—Messrs. Look and Nishida

exhibited photographs and specimens of sweetpotato showing in

jury by this thrips. This species was first collected on Bchinochloa

crus-galli Beauv., by Mr. Bianchi in March 1940 (Proc. Haw. Ent.

Soc. 11 [ 1 ] : 38, 1941); in 1941 it was found on sweetpotato

(ibid: 11 [2] : 138, 1942). Bianchi reported no visible damage to

sweetpotato by populations of moderate density, and suggested that

"there is even some indication" that the species may be predaceous

on the eggs of Bedellia orchilella Walsm., the tineid leaf miner of
sweetpotato. However, recent observations show that this thrips is

capable of considerable injury to sweetpotato under some condi
tions. The injured leaves are scarred and crinkled by the thrips
which breed in the young shoots. This injury is easily confused
with that of the broad mite, Hemitarsonemus latus (Banks).
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Severe injury to sweetpotato was first noted in May 1942 at the
University farm. Observations during 1943 also showed the pres
ence of this thrips, with attendant malformations and severe injury,
on sweetpotato at Kalihi, Oahu. Slight damage was noted in a large

planting at Lihue, Kauai in August 1943. In May 1942, when in

jury to sweetpotato was first observed, moderate damage to lettuce
growing nearby was also noted. Previous mention of this species on
sweetpotato and lettuce was made by Sakimura and Nishida (Proc.
Haw. Ent. Soc, 12:125, 1944).

Meteorus^ laphygmae Viereck—Mr. Pemberton reported that an
adult of this introduced braconid parasite of the nutgrass army-
worm, was reared from a larva of Laphygma exigua (Hiibner) col

lected on potato leaf in Field 13, Oahu Sugar Co., Ltd. on January
20, 1944. This is the first indication of the establishment on Oahu
of this species which was introduced from Texas in 1942. On
January 26, larvae of Heliothis armigera (Hiibner) were obtained
in the same field, parasitized by the same braconid.

Conocephalus saltator (Sauss.)—Mr. Pemberton stated that he
had observed this locustid eating the soft kernels of unripe corn
ears at the outer ends where the husks had been torn back by ob
servers to study the developing seeds within.

MARCH 13, 1944

The 459th meeting was held at the H.SJP.A. Experiment Station
on Monday, March 13, at 2: 00 p.m. with President Faxon in the
chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Faxon, Fullaway, Holdaway,
Krauss, Look, McPhail, Marlowe, Nishida, Pemberton, Rosa, Saki
mura, Swezey, Van Zwaluwenburg, Williams and Zimmerman.

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Podagrion sp.—Mr. Swezey exhibited numerous males of this
callimomid parasite of mantid eggs. They were the progeny of

unmated females confined with a mantid egg mass on February 14.

Oviposition was observed for three or four days. These males
began issuing on March 9, and by March 13, 125 had issued. The
life cycle is very short: 24 to 28 days.

Graptostethus nigriceps Stal2—Mr. Swezey exhibited an adult of
this lygaeid bug which had just matured from a nymph found

March 7 on Ipomoea tuberosa Linn. He also reported small nymphs

present on the same vine, hiding in old capsules which were more

or less split. No feeding has yet been observed.

2Mr. Swezey has since determined that the Graptostethus in Hawaii is not nigriceps, but
G. servus (Fabr.); see his article, p. 335 [Ed.]-
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Lasioderma serricorne (Fabr.)—Mr. Krauss reported finding
many cigarette beetles on February 17 infesting dried skim milk in
barrels, which had been stored for many months in a Honolulu

warehouse.

Nytnphula obliteralis (Walker)—Mr. Krauss reported that a
single specimen of this pyralid moth, the larvae of which feed on
water lily plants (Nymphaea), was collected on the side of a lily
pond at Lihue, Kauai, January 10, 1944. This is the first record of

the species from Kauai.

APRIL 10. 1944

The 460th meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station

on Monday, April 10, at 2:00 p.m., with President Faxon in the

chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Faxon, Fullawav. Holdaway,

Hyslop, Krauss, Look, Murakami, Nishida, Sakimura, Swezey,

Van Zwaluwenburg, Williams and Zimmerman.

Visitors: Messrs. Robert Englehard and Joji Iwamoto.

The Secretary announced that on March 23rd the executive com
mittee had appointed Mr. O. H. Swezey editor emeritus of the

Society's Proceedings.

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Apterocyclus waterhousei Sharp—Mr. Van Zwaluwenburg pre

sented the following note: The six species of the lucanid genus

Apterocyclus Waterhouse from the island of Kauai, described by

Sharp in 1908 (Fauna Haw., 3 [5] : 403-405, pi. 13, figs. 1-5) were,
later, all reduced to synonymy under A. honoluluensis Waterhouse

by Van Dyke (Proc. Haw. Ent. Soc, 5: 39-49, pi. 1, 11 figs., 1922),

who considered waterhousei to be a phase or variety of honolulu

ensis. Recently Arrow (Proc. Roy. Ent. Soc. London, (B) 12:138,
October 29, 1943), after agreeing that five of Sharp's six species

belong to the variable honoluluensis, writes as follows: "The type
of A. waterhousei Sharp, however, differs so greatly from the other

six types in the British Museum, that I am unable to adopt his

[Van Dyke's] view that this species is not separable from A. hono

luluensis Wat. The very much stouter legs, the straight sides of the

pronotum and its abrupt hind angles, the flattened sides of the elytra

and sharply angular apices separate it widely from all the other

specimens known to me. The stout legs suggest the female sex, but

the specimen is a male, and the sexes of Apterocyclus do not vary

in this way. It seems likely that, as in other wingless genera (e.g.

Colophon), it may be found that there are several geographically

isolated species of very narrow range in the genus."
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First record of a cercopid in Hawaii—Mr. Faxon reported for
Warren Goolsby that Philaenus leucophthalmus (Linn.), the first
cercopid known in the Hawaiian Islands, was collected by him at an
elevation of 3400 feet, near the Volcano House on Hawaii, on Janu

ary 17, 1944. Adults were found on daikon (Raphanus sativus
Linn, longipinnatus Bailey) and on satsuma orange leaves. The
identification of the insect was made by Dr. R. I. Sailer.

New generic name for sugar cane beetle borer—Mr. Zimmerman

reported that Sir Guy Marshall (Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. [11] 10:

119, 1943) has proposed the new name Rhabdoscelus for Rhabdoc-

nemis Faust 1894, which is preoccupied by Pomel's 1872 genus of
sponges. The name of the New Guinea sugar cane weevil therefore
becomes Rhabdoscelus obscurus (Boisd.).

MAY 8, 1944

The 461st meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station
on Monday, May 8, at 2:00 p.m., with President Faxon in the
chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Faxon, Fullaway, Goolsby,

Holdaway, Hyslop, Keck, Krauss, Look, Nishida, Pemberton, Rosa,

Sakimura, Swezey, Van Zwaluwenburg, Williams and Zimmerman.

Visitors: Lt. Arthur C. Smith; Messrs. D. D.Jensen and
Richard Kung.

paper

In behalf of Dr. R. L. Usinger, Mr. Swezey presented a paper

entitled: "Distribution of Icteronysius, with Description of a new
Subspecies from Haleakala (Hemiptera, Lygaeidae)."

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Scale insect nezv to Hawaii—Mr. Fullaway exhibited a species of
scale insect of the genus Lepidosaphes, that appears new to the
Territory. It was found recently in large numbers on flower stems

of orchids, and evidently came from the Orient.

Collembola feeding on "white rust" and on Chinese cabbage—

Dr. Holdaway presented the following note for Mr. Tanada: On

April 14, while collecting in the elementary school garden of the

University of Hawaii, a student (Yoshinori Tanaka) called my at

tention to minute insects congregated near the pustules of "white

rust" {Albugo Candida [Pers.] Gray) on the under surface of

leaves of Chinese cabbage (Brassica pekinensis Rupr.). The insects

also were abundant in the soil at the base of the plants, which were

from 4 to 6 inches tall. The insects were collembolans belonging

to the family Sminthuridae. Under the dissecting microscope it was
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observed that the fungus pustules had been consumed by the Col-

lembola. The following day, when additional material was collected,

some of the insects were found feeding on the young, fully ex

panded leaves and on the older leaves lying close to the soil. Their
feeding resulted in small cavities scooped out of the lower surface

of the leaf, but not penetrating through trie upper epidermis. In one

or two cases the insects were feeding on the upper surface of the

leaf. The feeding cavities, as the leaf grows older, develop into tiny

holes. Although "white rust'* is spread by wind, the feeding of this

insect on both the fungus and the cabbage plant may be another

means of spreading the fungus. •

Philaenus spumarius (Linn.)3—Mr. Krauss reported as follows

on this, the "meadow froghopper": He observed this cercopid to be

numerous in the Kilauea area on the island of Hawaii during April

1944. Nymphs in typical masses of froth were collected from the

following plants: celery, parsley, mint (Mentha sp.), poha (Phys-

alis peruviana Linn.), strawberry, blackberry (Rubus penetrans

Bailey), Shasta daisy {Chrysanthemum maximum Ram.), (Mesem-

bryanthemum sp.), fuchsia, evening primrose (Oenothera odorata

Jacq.), Coprosma rhynchocarpa Gray and Geranium carolinianum

Linn. var. australe (Benth.) Fosb. The insects were found in the

truck garden area below the Hilo entrance to the National Park,

and in various places within the park, including the Bird Park.

None was seen at other places on the island. A Japanese truck

farmer at Kilauea said that he had first observed this insect about

two or three years ago. The nymphs are light greenish in color, and

very soft-bodied. No adults were seen in the masses of froth.

Eucelatoria armigera (Coq.)—Mr. Pemberton reported that this

immigrant tachinid fly is now known to be established on the islands

of Kauai, Oahu, Maui and Hawaii. Its presence on Kauai and

Hawaii has only recently been determined. Mr. Krauss collected it

on Kauai in January 1944, and the identification was made by Dr.

Williams three months later. The Hawaii material was collected by

Lt. George Greenberg, U.S.N.R. at Kamuela, and submitted for

identification on May 2, 1944. Of interest was the rearing of two

of these flies by Mr. Rosa from a well-grown larva of Cirphis

unipuncta (Haw.), which was collected on grass at Waikiki in

April. The larva was also parasitized by Euplectrus platyhypenae

Ashm., but the eulophid parasite failed to develop because of the

rapid maturity of the tachinid larvae.

Mango blossom spike as fly trap—Mr. Pemberton exhibited some

undeveloped flower spikes taken from a mango tree near Lihue,

Kauai to which were attached many dead Musca domestica Linn.

This material was collected by Dr. A. J. Mangelsdorf who observed

3This is the same insect referred to on pace 219 as P. leucophthalmus (Linn.). Stearns
(Hemiptera of Connecticut: 225, 1923) considers leucophthalmus to be a variety of spumarius
but apparently there continues to be divergence of opinion on the matter among students of
the group. [Ed.].
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quantities of this fly attached to similar flower spikes on the same

tree.

Liponyssus bursa (Berlese)—Mr. Pemberton discussed the an

nual relation between nest building by the mynah bird, and com

plaints by local residents of both mild and acute dermatitis caused

by this bird mite. Nest building is extensively under way at the

present time, and mites are already appearing in houses where nests

have been built in the eaves and accessible attics, or in shrubbery

close to windows and doors. Where this form of dermatitis is re

ported, heavily infested nests are invariably found nearby. Removal

of the nests results in disappearance of the mites.

Micromymis formosanus (Takahashi)—Mr. Pemberton ex

hibited the tops of some California dried onions which had sprouted

in a screened cooler in his house after having been held in the cooler

for a month. The green sprouts had developed a large colony of

this onion aphis. In his opinion, this demonstrates how the aphis

could have been introduced into Hawaii from California. When the

onions were purchased they had no sprouts, but undoubtedly carried

some of the aphis concealed beneath the loose scales at the apex of

the affected bulbs.

Ischnaspis longirostris (Sign.)—Mr. Swezey exhibited leaves of

Ficus benghalensis LinnI which were profusely covered with the

black thread scale. Many leaves had fallen from the large banyan

tree near the Mormon church on Beretania street, and most of them

were heavily infested with this scale. Mr. Swezey estimated the

number of scales on one leaf by counting those on a square inch,

which came to 260 (about as many on one side of the leaf as on the

other), totalling 4100 for the whole leaf of 16 square inch ex

panse. Considering the immense size of the tree with its many

thousands of leaves, the scale population of the entire tree would

be tremendous. However, the tree was not badly affected by the

heavy infestation, but had a very thrifty appearance. "Thoracaphis

ficus Baker",4 the peculiar aphid which simulates an aleurodid in

appearance, was present on some of the leaves.

Ischnura posita (Hagen)—Dr. Williams spoke of rearing this

little immigrant damselfly. Nymphs hatched from eggs laid in

Pistia plants. A nymph about 4.5 mm. long, exclusive of the gills,

had stationed itself on the side of a glass dish close to the surface

of the water. Tiny ostracod Crustacea of a spotted pattern were

abundant and frequently swam under the very nose of Ischnura,

which was perhaps eight times the length of these oval, clam-like

organisms. It would readily capture an ostracod in its mask jaws,

but cracking it was another matter. A seized crustacean would

immediately draw its appendages within the shell, which, even in

one-third grown specimens withstood the pressure of the jaws.

4Not the T. ficus (or T. fid) of authors, but a new species being described by Dr. E. O.
Essig. [Ed.].
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After more or less of a trial—very brief in the case of the large

ostracods—the Ischnura would drop its captive which eventually

swam off. Thus, in this sea of plenty, the younger nymphs were

forced to subsist on even smaller organisms that were far from

being a mouthful.

Chelonus blackburni Cam.—Dr. Williams told of watching this

braconid wasp evidently ovipositing in the eggs of one of the aphidi-

vorous syrphid flies found on the leaves of corn at the H.S.P.A.

Experiment Station. This Chelonus is a parasite of some of our

lepidopterous larvae.

JUNE 12, 1944

The 462nd meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station

on Monday, June 12, at 2*: 00 p.m., with President Faxon in the

chair.

Members present: Messrs. Carter, Craft, Faxon, Fullaway,

Holdaway, Keck, Krauss, Look, McBride, Murakami, Nishida,

Pemberton, Swezey, Van Zwaluwenbiirg, Williams and Zimmer

man.

Visitors: Capt. David G. Hall; Messrs. D. D. Jensen, Richard

Kong and Lt. A. C. Smith.

Dr. Holdaway nominated Dr. D. D. Jensen for membership in

the Society.

PAPER

In behalf of Dr. C. P. Alexander, Dr. Williams presented a paper

entitled: "New or Little Known Tipulidae from New Caledonia

(Diptera)".

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Graptostethus servus (Fabr.)—Mr. Fullaway exhibited a speci

men of this lygaeid bug taken by Stephen Au on Kauai in May

1944, on flowering heliotrope. This is the first record of this insect

on Kauai.

Hercinothrips fenioralis (Reuter)—Mr. Fullaway exhibited spe

cimens of this thrips from a banana plantation at Mokuleia, Oahu.

The thrips were living on the banana fruits and doing serious dam

age. In the same neighborhood Nysius bugs were present in count

less thousands, moving from Amaranth and pigweed to new growth

on mango trees. The withdrawal of sap from these tender shoots

actually destroyed the shoots.

Mosillus sp.—Mr. Krauss reported collecting three specimens of

this ephydrid genus at Hanamaulu, Kauai, January 11, 1944. This

is a genus new to the Hawaiian Islands. The specimens were deter

mined by Dr. Williams.
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Solenopsis geminata rufa (Jerdon)—Mr. Krauss presented the
following: Many specimens of the fire ant were collected on a
guava plant in the outskirts of Hilo, Hawaii on April 12, 1944;
others were seen near the center of town. Previously this ant has
been known only from Oahu, where it is widespread, from Rabbit
island (off the northeastern coast of Oahu) and from Mahukona,
Hawaii, where specimens were collected on May 13, 1931 by Dr.

Swezey.

Trichoplusia ni var. brassicae (Riley)—Dr. Swezey noted that
Dr. J. McDunnough has erected the genus Trichoplusia to contain

the cabbage Plusia, under the combination given above. This moth
was described as Plusia brassicae by Riley, and for a long time has
been known as Autographa brassicae. The new genus Trichoplusia
and the new combination are to be found in McDunnough's "Revi
sion of the North American Genera and Species of the Phalaenid

* Subfamily Plusiinae" (Mem. South. Calif. Acad. Sci., 2 [2] : 204,
1944). There are four other new genera in the paper: Anagrapha,
Autoplusia, Pseudoplusia and Adeva. Genital characters are used

to distinguish the genera.

Orchidophilus peregrinator Buchanan—Dr. Carter stated that a
three per cent dust of the new insecticide, DDT, applied to the
orchid Vanda teres Lindley, proved fatal to this weevil within 48

hours.

Apanteles marginiventris (Cresson) and Meteorus laphygmae

Viereck—Mr. Pemberton stated that during May 1944, evidence
was obtained of the establishment on the island of Hawaii of these
two parasites of several destructive lepidopterous larvae. He also
mentioned the rearing of A. marginiventris from the larva of
Hymenia recurvalis (Fabr.) from Hanalei, Kauai, where, during
May of this year, Stephen Au collected amaranth leaves infested by
Hymenia. Many cocoons of this Apanteles were found attached to

the leaves, and Dr. Swezey noticed the typical remains of the head
capsule of a Hymenia larva attached to one of the cocoons. No
other lepidopterous larvae were seen on the amaranth leaves.

Identity of the mongoose in Hawaii—Mr. Pemberton reported
that a member of the Marine forces on the island of Hawaii sent
carefully prepared specimens of mongooses collected on that island,
to Dr. Arthur Remington Kellogg, curator, division of mammals,
United States National Museum, who identified them as Herpestes
javanicus auropunctatus (Hodgson). He also referred to an exten

sive paper by R. I. Pocock, British Museum of Natural History,
entitled "The Mongooses of British India, including Ceylon and
Burma" (Jl. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc, 39:241, April 1937) in
which this species is discussed at length. Pocock states that it is the
same species introduced from British India and established in
Jamaica and other West Indian islands. Since the mongoose in
Hawaii was originally introduced from Jamaica in 1883, we have
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here further evidence that the species present in Hawaii is the

one named above.

Briococcus coccineus Cockerell—Mr. Pemberton exhibited a
small ornamental cactus plant infested with this coccid. It was

found in a private cactus garden at Koloa, Kauai, on May 24, 1944,

and was present on several species of cacti in the garden. This is

a new record for the Territory.

JULY 10, 1944

The 463rd meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station
on July 10, at 2: 00 p.m., with President Faxon* in the chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Carter, Faxon, Fullaway,
Holdaway, Hyslop, Jensen, Keck, Look, McBride, Murakami, Ni-
shida, Pemberton, Rosa, Swezey, Van Zwaluwenburg, Williams'
and Zimmerman.

Visitors: Messrs. J. W. Enke and L. E. Taylor; Capt. David G.
Hall, Lt. E. Morton Miller and Capt. Franklin Sherman III.
The following resolution, presented by Mr. Zimmerman, was

unanimously approved:

WHEREAS: On June 7, 1944, Mr. O. H. Swezey celebrated
his seventy-fifth birthday, and

WHEREAS : On June 9, 1944, the honorary degree of Doctor

of Science was bestowed upon him by the University of Hawaii,

therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Hawaiian Entomological So

ciety hereby express its sincere best wishes and greetings on the

celebration of his natal day, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That hearty congratulations

be extended to him by the Society for the honors bestowed by the

University of Hawaii in recognition of his outstanding record and

achievements in Hawaiian entomology, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a copy of these resolu
tions be spread upon the minutes of the Society.

To this manifestation of friendly esteem Dr. Swezey responded
appropriately.

Dr. D. D. Jensen was unanimously elected a member of the So

ciety. Mr. Faxon nominated Capt. David G. Hall for membership

in the Society.

PAPERS

Dr. Swezey presented a paper entitled: "Location of Type Speci

mens of Trioza koebelei Kirkaldy (Homoptera, Psyllidae)". Dr.
Holdaway presented a paper with the title: "Research on DDT for

the Control of Agricultural Pests in Hawaii". Dr. Williams pre-



225

sented, for N. L. H. Krauss, a paper entitled: "Notes on some
Hawaiian Insects".

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Podagrion sp.—Mr. Bianchi reported finding egg cases of the
common mantid, Tenodera angustipennis Saussure, in the vicinity
of Hilo, Hawaii, which showed the emergence holes of this cal-
limomid parasite. This is a new record for the island of Hawaii.
Myzus ornatus Laing—Mr. Krauss sent in a note to report the

capture of this aphid on an unidentified composite plant at 6300
feet elevation on Hualalai, Hawaii on April 20, 1944. This is the
first record of this species in these islands. Identification was made
by Dr. E. O. Essig. The insect was described (Ent. Mon. Mag.,
68: 52, 1932) from specimens collected near Dawlish, Devon, Eng
land,, where it occurred on violet plants, causing curling of the
leaves and white spotting of the flowers.

Leiolepisma hawaiiensis Loveridge—Dr. Swezey reported find
ing quite a concentration of the eggs of this recently described5
skink in his garden. They were found beneath trash when he was
cleaning up weeds in a neglected flower bed. There were 55 eggs in
close contact in a space no larger than the palm of one's hand;
others were scattered, partially in the soil, so that altogether, within
the space of a foot, there were 111 of the eggs. Apparently a
number of the female skinks must have resorted to this particular
spot for oviposition. The eggs were retained and the young skinks
liberated on hatching; the last to hatch were on July 10. The adults
were very common in the garden and also about the garbage pail

where drosophilid flies were very numerous, forming, no doubt,
a considerable portion of the skinks* diet.

Orphinus terminate (Sharp)—Dr. Swezey called attention to the
transfer by G. J. Arrow of Cryptorhopalum terminate Sharp and
C. brevicorne Sharp, to the genus Orphinus (Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist.
[8] 15:438, 1915). Both species were described from Hawaii.
This change of genus was recently pointed out by H. S. Barber
when specimens were sent to the U. S. Bureau of Entomology for
determination. The specimens of O. terminate were reared from
old mantid oothecae collected from fence posts, etc., at the Ex
periment Station, H.S.P.A., Honolulu, February 14, 1944. The
beetles matured on various dates between March 27 and May 1.
Scymnus (Putlus) unicinctus Sicard—Dr. Swezey reported that

in determining for Mr. Krauss some insects, collected on the island
of Hawaii, eight specimens of this ladybird beetle were found.
They were collected by miscellaneous sweeping at Holualoa, Kona,
April 22 and 24, 1944. The specimens were identified by com-
parison with others in the Board of Agriculture collection which

6Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 52: 1, 1939.
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were of the lot described by Dr. Sicard (Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist.
[9] 14: 532, 1924). S. unicinctus is one of the species of mealybug
enemies introduced from Mexico by H. T. Osborn in 1922, and
reared for distribution here by the Board of Agriculture. This is
the first published record of its having become established in
Hawaii. However, there are earlier captures: three specimens in
the Experiment Station, H.S.P.A. collection, were taken by Pem-
berton, May. 19, 1941, feeding on Pseadococcus brevipes (Cock-
erell) on a Gliricidia tree at his home on Manoa Road, Honolulu.
There is also a specimen, of apparently this same species, collected
by Dr. Swezey, feeding on Pseudococcus filamentosus (Cockerell)
on Ceratonia tree at Moanalua, Honolulu, March 30, 1927.
Dermestes vulpinus Fabr. and D. cadaverinus Fabr.—Drs. Hold-

away and Jensen exhibited rabbit skins severely damaged by these
two species of hide beetles, together with adult specimens of the
insects. Mainland fur felt manufacturers are experiencing a short
age of fur, and are desirous of securing all the rabbit skins that may
be available in Hawaii. Local rabbitries have forwarded rabbit
skins by airplane to manufacturers for approval. On arrival the
skins were found to be seriously injured by the dermestids, although
the fur was reported otherwise of good quality. On investigation
of the problem here it was found that the skins are dried for four
days before shipping. During that time they become heavily in
fested with adults of the hide beetles, and to a less extent by the
tapestry moth (see note following). From a package of 36 hides
recently examined, over 1100 adult beetles were removed, an aver
age of over 30 beetles per hide. This infestation had been acquired
in four days. Studies are in progress to determine a satisfactory
method of controlling and protecting the skins. Two recommenda
tions will be made: 1, to screen the places where the skins are dried,
and 2, to treat the skins as they are packed for shipment with a
satisfactory cheap material to be determined by studies now in

progress.

Trichophaga tapetzella (Linn.)—Dr. Jensen exhibited adults of
the tapestry moth, reared from a rabbit skin caged for the purpose
of studying an infestation of hide beetles. This is the first record
of the occurrence of this moth in the Hawaiian Islands. According
to the literature reviewed, the larvae of the tapestry moth may be
found in the nests of birds of prey, as well as in fur and textile
establishments and in private homes. Its food includes clothing,
carpets, tapestry, upholstery, felts, skins, wool and hair. It seems
to prefer coarser materials than the other clothes moths.
A rabbit skin infested with hide beetles was wrapped in paper

and placed in a glass rearing jar, May 4, 1944. On June 29 sev
eral adults of the tapestry moth were observed to have emerged.
Three adult moths were alive, two were dead, and there was
evidence that several others had emerged, died and been eaten by
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hide beetles or ants. One empty cocoon, with a little rabbit hair

attached, was found adhering to the wrapping paper. Another, con

taining a live pupa, was found inside one of the feeding tubes or
galleries made of rabbit hair, which the larvae construct as they

feed. According to one author, this feeding tube is sometimes tied,

as in the case of the webbing clothes moth (Tineola biseliiella

[Hummel]), and sometimes carried as is done by the casebearing
moth {Tinea pellionella Linn.). In the present instance the feeding
tube, which was IS mm. long and 2 mm. in diameter, was found

protruding from one of the holes made by the dermestid larvae in

the wrapping paper around the rabbit skin. This tube was removed

from the package and placed in a glass vial; on July 3 the moth

emerged. The pupal case was left protruding two-thirds of its
length from the feeding tube. By July 10 another moth had

emerged from a similar feeding tube extended through a hole in
the hide.

A^ new hydrophilid beetle—Mr. Pemberton exhibited a hydro-
philid beetle6 found by him in quantity in rotting cactus plants at
Waimea, Kauai, May 24, 1944. It apparently has never been previ

ously collected in Hawaii, and is quite different from any of the

other hydfophilid species previously known in the Territory.

AUGUST 14, 1944

The 464th meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station
on Monday, August 14, at 2: 00 p.m., with President Faxon in the

chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Faxon, Fullaway, Hyslop,

Jensen, Keck, Look, McPhail, Murakami, Nishida, Pemberton,

Rosa, Sakimura, Swezey, Van Zwaluwenburg, Williams and Zim
merman.

Visitors: Mr. J. W. Enke; Lts. W. M. Herms and E. M. Miller,
and Capt. Franklin Sherman III.

Capt. David G. Hall was unanimously selected to membership
in the Society.

PAPER

Mr. Bianchi presented a paper entitled: "Notes on the Abundance

of the Spiders Latrodectus mactans, L. geometricus and Argiope

avara, and of their Parasites on the Island of Hawaii."

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Myzus ornatus Laing—Mr. Zimmerman reported that he found

this species on celery in Honolulu, February 29, 1944; the identifi-

°Subsequently identified as Dactylosternum dispar (Sharp); see p. 233.
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cation by Dr. Essig has only just now been received. Mr. Krauss

recently (see p. 225) found this aphid on the island of Hawaii, but
the present record from Oahu is the earliest known collection of
the species in the Territory. Mr. Zimmerman also exhibited speci
mens of Pseudococcus brevipes (Cockerell) on sea grape (Cocco-

loba uvifera Linn.).

New or rare insect records for Hawaii—With reference to a

New Jersey mosquito trap exhibited by Lt. Herms, Mr. Van Zwalu-
wenburg presented the following: Since July of this year Lt. Herms

and T. C. Russell have been collecting insects at light traps located

at the Naval Air Station, Honolulu, and at Pearl City, Oahu. Their
captures have resulted in records of unusual local interest. On the
night of August 9, near the fire station at Pearl City, there were

captured seven specimens of a species of Ephemerida, an order

new to the Territory; on August 10 three more were collected at the
same place. Dr. Swezey identifies them as Caenis sp. (family

Caenidae). Some days earlier (July 29) two specimens of the
same insect were found by Mr. Pemberton among material col

lected from an eastbound plane arriving at Honolulu; presumably

these had entered the plane after its arrival here.

Among the chironomid flies taken at the Naval Air Station, Dr.

Williams finds a species of Chironomus not known here before,
and as yet unidentified. Hitherto only two species of Chironomus

have been known here, one, C. hawaiiensis Grimshaw, with definite

bands on the legs, the other, a dusky-winged unidentified species

from Molokai (Williams, Proc. Haw. Ent. Soc, 12: 158, pi. figs.

14B, 18, 19, 1944).

Also of interest is the capture of an adult elaterid beetle native

to the American mainland, Aeolus mellilus (Say) var. comis

(LeConte), at the Naval Air Station, July 24-25. This is the second

specimen of this insect recorded from Hawaii; the first was col

lected at Nanakuli, Oahu by Neil Macintyre on June 16, 1935
(Proc. Haw. Ent. Soc, 9: 141, 1936). There is no evidence that

' the species is established here.

Ampulex coinpressa (Fabr.)—Mr. Pemberton reported that this

wasp, introduced from New Caledonia by Dr. Williams in 1940,

and parasitic on cockroaches of the genus Periplaneta, had been

found established on Kauai about August 1, 1944. Liberations were

made on that island in March 1942.

SEPTEMBER 11, 1944

The 465th meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station,

on Monday, September 11, at 2: 00 p.m., with President Faxon in

the chair.
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Members present: Messrs. Carter, Faxon, Fullaway, Holdaway,

Jensen, Keck, Look, McBride, Nishida, Pemberton, Rosa, Swezey,

Tanada, Van Zwaluwenburg, Williams and Zimmerman.

Visitors: Lt. E. M. Miller; Mr. Eugene Ray.

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Karnyothrips melaleuca (Bagnall)—Dr. Carter called attention

to the fact that this name should be used for Dolerothrips carteri
Watson. This latter name was never published, but has been used

locally (Proc. Haw. Ent. Soc, 8: 44, 1932) for a species found on

pineapples. Dr. J. R. Watson recently wrote Dr. Carter that he
had used the name in correspondence, but before his description
was published he discovered that D. carteri was identical with

K. melaleuca.

Distribution of Culex quinquefasciatus Say in relation to salinity

of water—Lt. Miller presented the following note: Samples of

water from localities in which this night mosquito was living nor

mally on the island of Maui, were tested for sodium chloride con

tent. Other localities in which larvae were absent were likewise
sampled. Salinity of the water was determined by titration against

silver nitrate, according to the method used by Robert Hughes of
Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Co., Ltd. Random samples were

kindly checked by that chemist.

Salt Content in Grains per Gallon

Samples in which larvae Samples in which larvae

were living and developing were dead or absent

12

14

18.4

23.3

57

66

113

120

120

120

143

182

313 (1st and 2nd instars)

334 (? not checked)

8

24

48

94

147

169

256

258

316

440

626

During the same period larvae of all stages were placed in known
dilutions of sea water. Behavior and development were apparently
normal in 30 per cent of sea water, but specimens died within 12
hours in 40 per cent sea water. At least 1000 specimens were

involved in the observations. Specimens of Aedes aegypti (Linn.)
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and A. albopictus (Skuse) were taken in water containing 182

grains of salt per gallon.

Apanteles carpatus (Say)—Mr. Fullaway reported that accord

ing to Dr. C. F. W. Muesebeck of the U. S. National Museum,

Protapanteles hawaiiensis Ashmead, the braconid parasite of the

case-bearing tineid (Tineola uterella Walsm.), is a synonym of

Apanteles carpatus.

OCTOBER 9, 1944

The 466th meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station,
on Monday, October 9, at 2: 00 p.m., with President Faxon in the
chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Faxon, Jensen, Murakami,

Nishida, Pemberton, Rosa, Sakimura, Swezey, Van Zwaluwenburg,
Williams and Zimmerman.

Visitor: Mr. C. E. Cooley. .

It was unanimously voted to send to the Zoological Society of

London, $50 to help in the publishing of the Zoological Record.

papers

In behalf of C. J. Drake and M. Poor Hurd of Ames, Iowa,

Mr. Zimmerman presented a paper entitled: "Notes on Two Fijian

Tingitids (Hemiptera)". Mr. Zimmerman presented his own paper
with the title: "New Ampagia Weevils from New Caledonia and

the Philippines (Coleoptera, Curculionidae)"; Mr. Bianchi pre

sented a paper entitled: "Introduction to the Thysanoptera of

New Caledonia".

New host of pepper weevil and of lantana butterfly—Mr. Ni

shida recorded the rearing of Anthonomus eugenii Cano and Thecla
echion (Linn.), from the Paraguay nightshade, Solanum ranton-

nettii Carr., which is not only a new host record, but a new plant

record for the Territory. According to Miss Marie C. Neal,

botanist of the Bishop Museum, who identified the plant, it has

never been recorded here before, although the person in whose yard

(near Smith street, Honolulu) it was growing, says it has been

present in one part or another of the yard since 1918. The in

festation by pepper weevil was very heavy, and a large percentage

of the flower buds were being shed by the plant. Of 100 unopened

flower buds picked at random from the plant, 87 per cent contained

Anthonomus larvae. This partially, at least, accounts for the fact

that while flower buds were numerous, there were comparatively

few open flowers. A few Thecla larvae were present on the plant.

Graptostethus servus (Fabr.)—Dr. Swezey reported that a speci
men of this lygaeid bug had been collected in a house in Waianae

village in September. This is apparently a new record in the spread
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of this insect on Oahu. A few specimens were collected in August

at Kuliouou, where they were hiding in trash on the ground.

NOVEMBER 13, 1944

The 467th meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station,

on Monday, November 13, at 2: 00 p.m., with President Faxon in

the chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Faxon, Fullaway, Jensen,

Murakami, Nishida, Pemberton, Rosa, Sakimura, Schmidt, Swezey,

Van Zwaluwenburg, Williams and Zimmerman.

PAPER

Dr. Swezey presented a paper entitled: "Notes on Graptostethus

servus (Fabr.) in Hawaii (Heteroptera, Lygaeidae)".

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Micromyzus formosanus (Takahashi)—Dr. Williams presented

the following note for Mr. Look, now a resident of the island of

Hawaii: This onion aphid was collected at the Kilauea nursery

on October 6, 1944, the first.record of the species on the island of

Hawaii. However, a black aphid, in all probability this species, had

been observed earlier to attack onions in Kona, Kau and Kohala

(on Hawaii) ; a field of onions in Kohala was severely damaged

by it in 1942.

Myelois ceratoniae Zeller—Dr. Swezey reported a larva of this

phycitid moth was found feeding on seeds of "wiliwili" (Adenan-

thcra pavonina Linn.). His granddaughter, Dorothy, found it while

shelling seeds from the ripe pods. It is the first record of the moth

from this host-plant. It has been reared from several other legum

inous seeds: tamarind, pigeon pea, Acacia farnesiana (Linn.)

Willd., Erythrina, algaroba, as well as from Ricinus and cotton.

DD-mixture against termites—-Dr. Schmidt reported the success

ful use of DD (1, 2 dichloropropane—1, 3 dichloropropene) against

dry-wood termites {Cryptotermes piceatus Snyder). Runways in

his home treated with the liquid mixture, show no recurrence of

termite infestation up to the present time, while others treated by a

commercial exterminator employing ortho-dichlorobenzene, have

not shown perfect control.

Briococcus coccineus Cockerell—Mr. Pemberton said that this

scale insect, previously reported on cactus in a garden at Koloa,

JCauai (see p. 224) was found, on November 10, to have overrun

the garden to the extent to obscuring certain parts of it. Plants

affected were cacti of the genera Echinopsis, Mammillaria, Cereus,
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Cleistocactus and Astrophytum, together with wild "akulikuli"
(Portulaca type).

Insects on Mt. Kaala—Mr. Bianchi spoke of a collecting trip

with Messrs. Van Zwaluwenburg and Williams on November 2nd

to the summit of this mountain (elev. 4030 ft.), the highest on

Oahu. Among the interesting captures were the immigrant lygaeid

bug, Graptostethus servus (Fabr.) ; the two braconids recently in

troduced from Texas to attack the nutgrass armyworm: Meteorus
laphygmae Viereck and Apanteles marginiventris (Cresson) ; a
caterpillar feeding on the leaves of Byronia; a Nesotochus weevil

larva parasitized by what was probably a species of Sierola; and
various species of thrips.

Heterocrossa crinifera Walsm.—Dr. Swezey reported rearing

this moth from larvae infesting the fruit clusters of Broussaisia,

collected by Mr. Van Zwaluwenburg on Mt. Kaala, November 2.

Ten moths were reared. This is the first record of this moth from
this fruit, as well as the first record of Broussaisia fruits being
infested by caterpillars. The moth was previously reared from
fruits of Kadua grandis Gray on Mt. Tantalus.

Phygadeuon sp.—Mr. Fullaway exhibited two species of this

ichneumonid genus, taken on Kauai by Mr. Krauss. One is the

unidentified species previously bred from the puparium of the

syrphid fly, Lathyrophthalmus arvorum (Fabr.) by Dr. Williams

(Proc. Haw. Ent. Soc, 8: 233, 1933). The other is a species new
to the Islands.

DECEMBER 11, 1944

The 468th meeting was held at the H.S.P.A. Experiment Station,
on Monday, December 11, at 2:00 p.m., with President Faxon in
the chair.

Members present: Messrs. Bianchi, Carter, Faxon, Fullaway,

Ito, Jensen, Keck, Murakami, Nishida, Pemberton, Sakimura,

Schmidt, Swezey, Tanada, Van Zwaluwenburg, Williams and Zim

merman.

Visitors: Lt. E. M. Miller, and Lt. R. M. Bohart.

This being the annual meeting, a slate of officers to serve during
the coming year was presented by the executive committee. There

being no further nominations, the following officers were unani

mously elected :

President .Dr. D. D. Jensen

Vice president N. L. H. Krauss

Secretary-treasurer -. Dr. F. X. Williams

Additional members of executive committee

Richard Faxon and Dr. Walter Carter
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PAPERS

Sakimura presented a 1
entitled
Mr. Sakimura presented a paper by himself and N. L. H. Krauss,
Ltitled: "Collections of Thrips from Kauai and Hawaii"; Dr.

Swezey presented a paper: "Podagrion mantis Ashm., a Parasite
of Mantis Eggs in Hawaii (Hymenoptera, Callimomidae)"; Mr.
Bianchi presented a paper entitled: "Notes on Hawaiian Thysanop-
tera, with Description of a New Species"; Dr. Williams presented
his paper: "The Aculeate Wasps of New Caledonia, with Natural
History Notes".

NOTES AND EXHIBITIONS

Thrips infesting edible fungus—Mr. Nishida presented the fol
lowing note for Dr. Holdaway: Specimens of thrips, Hoplothrips
flayitibia Moulton, were exhibited, collected by B. Kumabe on the
edible fungus, Auricularia sp. (commonly known as "pepeiao") at
Waikapu, Maui on April 6, 1944. This thrips, identified by Mr.
Sakimura, was breeding freely on this fleshy fungus, growing on
dead logs on recently cleared damp forest land.

Dactylosternum dispar (Sharp)—Mr. Pemberton said that the
hydrophilid, mentioned at a previous meeting found in decaying
cactus plants on Kauai and Oahu, has been determined by L. L.
Buchanan as the above species. It was originally described7 by
David Sharp from three specimens taken in Opuntia refuse at
Guanajuato, Mexico.

Achaea Janata (Linn.)—Dr. Williams exhibited a specimen of
this large noctuid moth which he caught on the grounds of the

, Experiment Station, H.S.P.A. on December 1, 1944. A short time
previously he found a small dark caterpillar which was probably
this species on weeds in the same locality, while in the middle of
November 1944 he took a full-fed larva in his garden in upper
Keeaumoku street. This caterpillar soon spun up and produced a
pupa which Dr. Swezey identified as that of this moth. This is the
first record in Hawaii of this species, which is widespread in the
tropical and subtropical Pacific and Australia, and in the Orient.
The caterpillar is polyphagous. Dr. Swezey reared it on Rosa sp.
on Guam in 1936. Torrey Lyons found it on Wake island where
it fed on Cordia subcordata Lamarck; it was also bad there on cul
tivated tomatoes. Langford and Van Zwaluwenburg reared it from
C. subcordata on Canton island. In Samoa it is known to feed on
Euphorbia hirta Linn., a very common weed, while Hampson (Cat.
Lep. Phal., 12:537, 1913) records Ricinus communis Linn, as a
food plant. This moth has been found dead on airplanes arriving
at Honolulu from the west.

President Faxon delivered the annual presidential address en
titled: "Some Phases of Federal Plant Quarantine Work in
Hawaii".

7As Cyclonotum dispar in Biol. Centr.-Amer., Ins., Col., 1(2): 95, 1882.


