
BIOGRAPHICAL Sl~1MARY: JOSE TANfOG, hasu fanner

Jose Tantog was born in the Philippine Islands in 1906. At age 18,
he and his new bride were accepted by the Ha\Alaim Sugar Planters ,. Association
to come work in Hawaii .. His first assignmellt was at Aiea. Witllin the
year, he broke his contract by quitting because the field work was too
heavy. For the next ten years he contracted with Waialua Sugar Company
to gro\V" calle on. Ilis own but could not eaTI1 enough money to feed Ilis
six cllildren.. Subseqllently, Jose held a variety of jobs, including
pineapple andCOllstruction work.

In 1946, Jose bought eighty acres of land to fann hasu in Haleiwa
where he still lives. fIe decided he would not go backt()the Philippine.s
and. so got his citizenship in 19Sf.
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Tape No. 1-26~1-76

ORAL fIISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Jose Tantog (J'I')

JLlly 7, 1976

Haleiwa, Hawaii
BY: Pablo Lazo CPL)

PL: ffhis is all interview wi t11 M1~.' ;Jose Talltog at his fa11TI anI-July 7,
1976. ffapc 26, session one. Okay, Tata, how did you find alIt about
the jobs here ill,Hawaii?

,JT: Well, beforeT rnarried in the Philippine Islalld ,in 1924, T hear
all those I-IawaiiCl.ll-FilipillO that came frOln I-Iawaii and they look
neat. ffhey look nice and, you kn.ow, everything is neat. Differellt
fronl 11S t]lall before while we were poor, eh. 1'hen was happen I
ask them, "I·low come in, Ha,waii, what kiJld of living, 1>eo1)1e5 jn
lIawaij?" So, this guys told. me that in Hawaii if you are not lazy,
yOll always call live and you can always bl.ly if you have ill your
lnind to b1ly sonlcthiJlg. But tIle point is )rou have to i\~ork. So
T figure TIlyself, "Work! I can work,yeah." But of course I was llot
married yet that time ,and when I meet t11ese _people I cannot come,
b'CCal.lSe T'rn 18yea.rs old only.

PL: Oh, I sec.

JT: Yearl. ()Illy twenty to 21 can caIne, bllt below that, unless if you
aTe married. So I wen married my 1\'i£e.

PL: Oh, you got married when you was 18 then.?

J1': Yeah. 1 was InarriedwlleJ1 I was 18, me alld my wife. So that 1
figure r ca11 go already beca'use I lJelieve what those people gOi11g
back Ph-j lippine Island., I believe is little bit better than in
our place. Becausewherl they canlC, they came wi th, you know- -­
surprise me all what belollgs to them tllat tilne. So I figuJ~e,

I told Iny wife, '~1ore l)etter we go Inarried arId we go fIawaii."
And lIly wife said, "Oh, if that is if you like, why not?" So we
Inarried (Jetobel" 1924. We Jnarried ill ()ctober. .So October, November,
l)cccrnbcr, I went to the irmnigratioll station. So I met tIle agent
over there.

PL: Oh, the agent fronl ....

J1': Sugar Planters' Assocation, yeah. So Sugar Planters' Association
sent some agents over theretO pick up all those guys that can depend
011 work. 'So I figure I was strong, you kn.ow, arId I call work.
So if all those guys that I sa\v that went and eonle back 'vi th something,
maybe I can too, eh. So tl1at month we went, Decenlber 1924. Just
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t\vO lTIonths ago, we get TI1Cl rried, you know. \Ve COIne. So \vhcn I went
to tIle imlnigratj on, alI tIle clleckers check up OllT l1ands, ell.
\V118t kind l1and \ve get. Only bo1akbol }land or what, ell.' So theyr
said, "Oh, this one, tJlis one is good. You call. W11at jobs you
are doiJlg at home?" Well ,I said, "Plowing', 'weeding, harvesting-­
Corn harvesting--like that." So he look at yqu, Y'Oll kll0W. l~e

exanline you, 110W you are, 'you know. Then if you are lucky,
okay, yoti stay on the one sidce rrhe 011e they di~ualifie(1,tl1ey

sen.cl 'enl home because nlorc worse if they get da kiJle skill11y body
l'ike that, or, you kl10W, the weak moving. No CDTl CaIne Hawaii.
So that Jl1ont'h, was okayed to COllie Iiawaii. An.d WllCl1we rea,ell to
~1anila, we were stationed therefor 18 mOllths. No, 18 days.

Jrr: Ir1 ~1cHlila, Yea.h. I don't know \vhy. T did not a~k that, but
we \vere there. We were' jn the Malli1a iInmigration for 18 clays.
l\nd after 18 clc,!)'s, we rid.e boat to China. c' fro Shallghai. Fronl
Sharlghai to HOll_g Kong, and then Japan. rrllatis,·Kobe a.nd Yokohanla.
lVelvcnt O\Ter t11at place.

AIld on the trip froln Yokohama to Honolulu,\vas happen was rough,
you know. So TI1Y wife said, "Go get 'vater for drink." So I went
up and get water. But plenty Filipinos taking a bath on toP,You
kl10\V. Alldthen, they go do\vn with wet, eh. They still wet. they
go dOW]l 011 the step. So the step was hap,pen wet. Al1d I never
think of that that T carl be- - -that that can happen to me" you know .
So wlthfirst stop on. top, an.d I go down like that. I slip rjght
through to, the ['loor. And happen was I damaged Iny elbow. My elbow
was rotten. I w'as operated, wlli leI was ill the boat, yet, while
\tVC were sailing to 'Honolu,lu. So when I reach over here--tllat is
in the month of .January, now. We sailing up this way from Yokohama.

PL: 011, you mean }rOlI left Manila Decembe'r and then, by the time you
reached.' here, w'as what?

JT: 011, "yeall, HonoluJ,u. March.

JL: Yeah, abollt March. Over there, we Teach. Sowhell we reach oV'er
there, thc"y take TIle to the Queon' s Hospital. My wife was ill the
irmnigratioll and they brought Inc to t11e ho~pi tal. So they give me
the treatment over thc'rc. After that, I was waiting for tIle day
that they will send me to theplantation. I li'ke go to' see the' job
3.1ld work like that, eh. But In)' ann was 110t able to work yet.
So that \\las hapPc11 that the doctor, every mOlll ing he come to TIle.

hl1en In)' arIll \\Tas getting \\Tell already, he try to tell me to practice
your arlTI, to 'reac.h the right arm to my right ears o'ver 11ere. And
thel1, after that, I catch 'enl. rfhe second 011e, they try again to
my left ear, to catch with the same hand, left hand.

PL: Oh, I see:

{J1': And after that, okay. It's okay now, but one I1101'e. 1'0 catch



YOllr left Sholllder \vith )lOllr finger. But I bill try . I fI let
go my }lclllCl, I' 11 try wi th my l1and alone, cannot. So he try to
pllSh, push, like that. Still no can give. No call go inside.
Because it's healing up like that. So ~1at happened, one morning,
the doctor came agaill. So he said, "Give me YOUI' ha.nd a.nd relax."
So I just give m'Y }land like that. One tinlC, he push 'em. Ptlsh
'c!TI up to Iny Sholllder. Yea,h, the IJlood came Ollt. It's cllt IIp

again.

PL: Oh, your wound cut up.

JT: I figure, I tIlink tIle doctor \vallted. to break it off agaill, so we
got t.o get used to catch tIle shoulder over here . I ,vas TIIad
at hinl,because it's already cure and. then he cut 'en1 offag~ill, ell.
t-Tust like lle bin cut '~m up. So I swing tIle doctor out, you kl10W.
I-Ie was thro\t\lT1Dut.

PL: rnl, you hit· the doctor?

JrT: Yeah! He was holding my belnd, ell. ~Vhen I see the blood shootil1g
oLIt, 1 SWillg 'em out.. "What killd doctor? What killd' is this now?
It's already curing up. You know, that it's cure up already,
al1d why YOll PllSh 'eiTI hard- like that? Look, tIle lJlood corrIe 'out again!n
So T swillgnlY arnlawayfronl hinl. CR.ltside, the doctor ,was thrown
away to a.bout five feet to ter: feet away.

(PL laughs)

tJ'T: Yeah. T said., "\Vhat do you waI1t?" "'Don't be disobedic11t," he .
said.. I said., "I'm ll0t c1isobcdicllt. I don't know .ifit's good or
Jl0t good. But the way how I look now, T know no luore l)lood
already. It's not bleeding, t}lis cut. But now, it's bleediIlg
back tJgaill. I-Iow can I go work?" "So what you like?" ll~ a.sk me.
T said, "Well, if that istlle case, you better send Inc to tIle
plantatioll." Sotlley send. nle to the Aiea Plalltatioll. When I
y'each over there, the. camp boss like they come meet us, eh. So
every newcomers, tIle plantation oy(ier them, the famil)T can only
clra\v froln the store three dollar h_a1£.

PL: What's that? l'hree dollar 11alf?

lJT: Groceries ..

PL: For ho\v ] Ollg?

,.rr: For anything what I Ileed jJl the ki tchen at honle.

PL: At }10J11e. 9h, the newcomers?

JT : The neWCOTIlers.

PL: Okay. To, start with? 'As not ....
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knOl'l, the small fish, t}1e dried slnall. fis}l. Iriko., like tl1at.
~;1lnlgo beans. T\vo sInall pot for me and my wife. And then the last
aIle, rice, too, but the rice was late. Yeah. If I knew tl1at that's
all, and if I remenl1Jer the rice, they WOllld be no good. If
smal] , I l1ave to pick LIp more rice than anytl1illg. But I was
mistakerl. I was forget all abollt that. WheTl 'we COTIle to the rice.".
(SOUl1d dr·owns voices) ... small rice. 1'hat stays wi th us for aIle
week, the tll} rtycellts rice. No SlICh thing hard cooked. All
soft rice only. That's when I start crying, SCJn. Oh., I hope,
1 think I better send :1 etter to my father to seIld. the ticket so
we call go llome. Because Icarul0twork. Because my hand; come
stiff again.

PL: Oh, I sec. And they only gave yOll $3.50 from tt.lle store?

J'T: And I CallTIot draw some Inore because I 'm not working'.

PL: Oh, oh. I see.

JT: Yeah. 'So lllCky thing, happen' was IllY next neighbor was asking me
if where I come from. So I told him t]lat we came from the town
of Karkar in. the prov·inee ofCebll in the harrio of Peri lug .
"Oh, I alTI Karkarallon, f' he sa id. "See, I cometrom Karkar, too,
l)u.t I, s ta'Y i:n Baraca. So good, JIO, we meet again over here. tt

I said, "Yeall." 'So he ask me,this old man, he ask me, "1'llis one
week ,what are you eating?" Said, "Oll, t11is one only. Naglugao­
lugaolang. Only tllis soft rice, becallsewe no more enough rice
'to cook~'-- And T no ca.n go down to the stare and pick· tIp SOITIe more.
So \'\1e stalld by \vi th t}lis soft rice now." Said, "OIl, the poor thing.
More IJetter if yOll don't mind in f-Iawaii ,plenty da kille Filipinos
over here. Plenty blltO buta, yOll know. Some, they~ see some
ne\vCOlners witII wahine-,-they -fool around the wahine like that. But
I'm advising togoto stay 110me wit}1 us.sinceyoli-get cut, you get
trouble on your ann. I \vaTlt you to meet my house.'" So we went to
this hOllS e·:

But tllis aId mall, I never know that he is related to my wife.
When \~e start talking, after he introduce his wife to my wife, then
we ask him to- - ·-·the wife told him that, "T married this .man from
Karkar in Baraca, and his name is Calliete. And then the mother
is living in Periluz. 'fhe a.untie is in Pc-riluz, too, and the 'name
is IJim.itria. And the uncle· is rriIHoteo." But that is the un.cle
of my \!\Iife! But t11is man was old man. We d.on't know llim, because
he stays I-lawaii long time. And we n.c·ver know that he is in Hawaii.
So I never seen him. So after that, "Oh ,how al1>Ollt Felipe?"
Asking all tllC 11ames of tIle SOIl. "I-Io\"" about Devincia?" "Oh,
stay t.here '\lashing magay, planting tobacco, plantillg com." 'As
all tJle COUSil1S now. Yeah. ftC)h, we are them. Auntie Dimit is
Iny auntie." "So t11at is my arntie, too ~" 'As what my \'life said.
So I was happy I met them. So from there, I eat hard rice already.
Whoo!
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PL: So they help you out, yeah?

JT: ~rhey he Ip me alIt, yeah. But 1 tol d hiIn, my llllcle, "lJ11cle', since,
T cann.ot work, I want you. to Pllt dowIl tIle figure. How fiueI1 you
spencl for u.s living in YOlir home" Because I calIDot work yet. Some­
day if I can go work, even 110\\1 much I can give, "1' 11 give YOll.

Not one time, maybe, bllt 1 l1ave to giv'e you that back,,"

PL: So yOll was staying at their house?

JT: I stay th.ere unti 1. I work.

PL: Oh, did tIley l1ave a b'ig house?

..JT: TtAJO hedroom. (1nly the \AJife and one small son. Yeah, and \AJC stay
in tIle other room'. When I start workiJlg, I ask him, "I want yOll
to te 11 lne hovv 1l1uch r have to g'i V'E.'\ you so T kI10\v how T pa'y you, too."
Al1d he said, "J 110 can charge you because .... wIlY I charge you?O
And T said, "No, -j f yOll no charge lne on the way you charge to
somebody e] se becal.lSe \\Te are relatives ," I sa id" "1'}lis is my help
to yOll becallse we cal1Ilot Iive 1ike this if 110t )TOU. SO don't mind
i.E T give yOll how Jnuch. If what you said. because yOll helping me,
I have to l1el!) you, too e U So he said, "{)h, T clan' t know.'" I
clsk the wife. Still don't know. I ask the hllsband, still don't
krlow. So T figllre that 011e month T stay', Ille alld lny \vi fe, "How
about giv'ing yOll $35 for t11e \vho1e busilless? Btlt' I will pay you
this of my extra lnoney, I cannot pay it at one tinle, lJeC3l1Se I
figure no\v, 011e dollar one d.ay, alld tllcn $23 if 'you get 23 days ,you
got $25, y6usee. So we have to eat first of the $25 before I
can get extra." So I told him, "If yOll don't minel, I .gave yOll that
aInOLlnt ,but give TIle time to pay ~you because I 'm 110t Inakillg lJig money. ff

Tell, "No, in fact, I n.o li'ke col1ect,," So I was happy that time.
So I start work cutting seeds in Aiea Plantation. Yeal1._

PL: Oh, T see. SO 110W many months lJefore you could work since you arrive
here, you know?

JI': Oh, T \vorkirl the plantat i all three TIlonthsin Aiea Plantation.
FraIn March 1926,1 \vas sent t11cre to tIle plantation ill Aiea.
And. thCTl I sta'y there Ii ttle over 0118 TIlonth in that flou,se. So that
is AIJri1. An.d then in the month of ~1ay, 1 start work.

PL: Start lvork cutting seeds?

IJ]': C~tt illg seeds anclpalipal i. Makil1g 1ine5, you know, before make
line. Before l1ana'val, yeah. 'Then three months, I \vork over there,
I get hard tinlC, because only $25 if I \vark 23 (clays). So I was
aski11g. I hTcnt IIp to the TIlanager, ~1r " Bob, tlle plal1tation TIlanager.
I ask~1r. Bob .... "What do yOll wallt?" He asked TIle, ch, when I went
to his office. I said, "1 came to liawaij, becallse :r like work but
T never ,be lieve that I calmot tackle the job. Bllt 11ow , I 'm

here in I-IClwaii. I am d.ecidillg Tnyself to go back Philippines.
If the plantation can send me back with their TI10ney, because I
ccmnot .... the job outside is too heavy for me." So, "Can you IN'ark
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office?" I said, "No. I'm only fourth grade in.' the 11hilippil1C
Islands. YeaIl, I c,annot. Maybe sixmontJls in tIle fiftIl (grade)
but t11at's nothing to me. I cannot ,york office." "I-lowabout in tIle
mill? Do you have iri your mind to jobs entries to work in the mill?"
I said, "OkclY. I will try so lon.g no lTIOre rain outside, eh."
Said, "Okay, yOll go to the mill." He was talk to one lUlla over tllere;
OIle .Japallese sta'Y in the bone block w}lere they strain. the sLIgar.
rrlle California sal1d and the sugar go together in tIle tank. An.d
open tIle steam and tIley S}100t out tIle sugar. I sta)1 in that place.
Bone block.. l'hey call tha.t bone block. I like that job.

PL: (1h, but \\Tl1en )TOl1 'f\Tcre working outside, I mean, is it really hard?
I mean cutting seeds?

\

t.IT: Oh, )1ea·h. l'he hard.

PL: Can you tell me more ab'out, yOll know....

JT: Oh, yea]l. Sllpposillg y'oumaking 1i]leS, eh, fixin.g the ,lilles of the
sugar cane plaJlt, eh, the luna- - -there is a checker. The way how
you cut the machine cut like that, eh, how you cut yOlJrpulapula,
how you Inake your line, like that. And you cannot everytime go
ah.ead behind ..

Kaul<:au time, no Jilore one minute. You half an hour. Before 11: 30.
lw-o~--three mjnlltes before 11 :30, whistle already. Five minutes
before 11: 30, stand IIp· and ready to go to\\Tork.

Whoa! \Vc (.Hlly Ccln rost when T tell. bul1shit, "I goes kukai.
I go take a :;hit." When my back is really hard, I tell the luna,
"1 like go take a shit."

JT : Sa'y, "lN~hy you eat toe lTIllCh?" Our boss was Samoan, liawai ia11 gllY.
"Well, no eat too much." I said., "Oh, I got to eat because going
be hllngry again, eh." So that's all my rice only. Our rice OIlly.

l J.L: "What time t10 you start in the morning?

,-rr; 6 0' clock. If it's day work, l.lnti 1 4: 30.. 'As ten hours \vork; ten
cents one hour. Fig.ure tllat. \\l11en you go contract, 3: 30, pall h~na.

Sanle thiJlg as ~Vaial11a Plalltation, too. So froTn there, I figure-·-­
by the time I \vas ill the rni 11, I don't kIIOW }10\v TIRlch a hour one
day I get, but in that I feel good. Tn that job oyer tl1ere. I
as1<: ev·er)Tbod)T ill every department over t}lerc, a11yl)od.y like stay
hOIne, 1 can double up. I can stalld for theITI,yOl.l know. T can stay
for them. ,'{ou know that month, t.he first ITIonth thClt r \vellt to the
nlill, Iny tilTIe \vas 38 days. After my job, somebody said, "Eh, this
guys no come, but yOll can take 'em." I said, "Yes, okay. Let me
go~ take my kaukall tin home. I CaIne back fay the place. So I TIlake
38 days, work over. t~ere. You know how mllch I make that 38? I
t11inkwas on] y $42, $43. I don't know. I no care how much one'
hour, you know. .
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Alld then fronl there, still no good, because when after drailTi11g
tIle sand--the strainer--after drainiIIg tllat, we get tinle to sleep
one hOllY, yeah. So we lay down and sleep, you kn01t\'.

OIIe lTlorning was happen when I stand up, when I wake up tosta,rt
t)1e j oh again, I cannot stand IIp. My two legs cannot. I hang 011

my lJody like that. I 'ptll1 one yope like tllat.' I like stand up,
'yeah, I go. clown. ,Sornehody said, ''Maybe you getberi beri, eh?"
So illstead of gOillg home about 6 0' clock in the morning"": - I was
working in tl1e·11igI1t--·my wife, ,I lneet my "\life about 8 o'clock, looking
forme. I no call walk ·fast. My knee trouble. And t]1en said, ''What
happelled? WIlY you no conte hOlue in that time?" I said, "No can.
I no can walk." IJate I go over there. "You see h.ow the time
110W?" Since the time I leave from .the mill. Said,' '011, thi,s no
good then, work night time." Said,. "'011, It}liTlk t}lat's no good."
So I was looking for 'another place to work. So was 11appell above
Aiea·· ,-tl1at's Aiea Heights IIOW. That's Pearl City pineapp,le field.

PL: So what? You quit the _plantation?
,.

~J1': I qllit the plantation, becallse 'as tIle only job I like over there
in the TIll 11. But. if I do 110t quit, 'I llave to go back to palipali,
ell, to the Olttillg seeds.

PL: So you qllit, eh? What year was that?

~JT: I qui t in .... tJle same 'year!

PL: The same y~ar?

JT: Yeah, I think T only get six' Iuonths or seven mOllths ill tIle plantatioll.
rrhat .'..s \vhy T broke my passage, eh .. \1 110 TIlorethree )'cars 'free.
So I \VCI1t to Pearl Ci ty Fruit. When I wellt over there,' before
I accept the job, they okay me, tl10Ugh. But the'y said, .~"Okay,

you come." But I told him, I told the boss, "Befo're I come, I
like see what 'kind, hoe you get. Wllat kind place to work, before
T say, 'Okay, I COTIle.'" So lIe gave me the hoe, the small piI1eapple
hoe al1cl the placewllereto cut grass, no more stone. Not like
Waimanalo, yOll k110W. YOll kno\\] , lVaimanalo faI1n in Aj ca Plantation.
You go cut grass, 110thing bllt stone, you know, Waimanalo side.
Wa.imaJu, Waim.alu farm. So I said, "1']1is place is good for work,
beca.use your hoe no going meet tI1e stone, eh. O'kay, I stay here
one .... "

Was hapPcl1 that the plantation was gettillg dOWll, too, )'Oll k110W, that
Waiallla Plantation. I think about one year, the !?~gE_<.! was give up
alreacJy. So we got to lUl1 a\Vay, because in 1926, I try to look again
because the boss said, "YOll better go look someplace w11ere you
Cal1 '\lork, because this plantation will close up."

PL: Oh, the Pearl City FYllit?

t-IT: Yeah, will close up. So I went this side, Waiailla Plantation.
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1926, I think, in the nlonth of .... cut cane tinle. Start cut can.e
time, I think. Th.Cl1 whell I work over here , I see contract over
there. Growillg cane.

PL: Growing cane?

302

J1' : G~row carle, y'ea}1. FrOlll t}lere,

PL: rrJ1at' S COlltract?

grow cane franl 1926 Ulltil 1936.

JT: Sometilnes, I go clo\vn. We go cut cane after we tooki11 our COlltract.
We go day work, you k.now, allY kind, Jnaking lines, cut grass.
Sonletinles I gO}lalll cane, IJallfoot truck, carry rails. 'Before
\ve have traill car in a field, 'yeah, \ve \vil1 have to go load tIle CCLl'}e
ane1 the rain \vi 11 bring , em down to tIle mill. 'That was our job
before. And after that, I figure out·, fromtl'klt time that I came
tothi s plal1tatio11, ou.r wages come up to $].62'.

JT : Ada)'. Al1d my faIni Iyis getting bigger.

PL: How many ,kids do YOll have then?

J'f: Six.

PL: IJid )TOll have allY kid before you came to Hawaii?

~Jrr: No. lVe just get married .. ·So lny oldest was 1)01'11 ill 1927 iT1
Kelnoo Plantation, Kem90 Camp. KenlOO b'ehind Davis. Dr. Davis.

PL: Oh, your first kid was bOT"n...

J1': III the re.

PIJ: Where? At hOH1C?

\,JT: No, KClllOO farrn. T nlcan, Dr. l)avis' house before. YOll kno\v, the
Kernaa CClllIp over there? 'As where. ArId the11 I -[-i glrre, we T10 can.
NC.C'Jloughollr kallkau. rrllat is in 1932. So I decide to go back
Pl,-iJippine \vith In)' \\Tife, yeah. ""To ask ,nlolley. Btlt T shame to ask
1110ney hecculse T stay lOllger 31read)/. lVh)r ask HIOnC)l for DIy ticket
to lTI)r POPIJa'? So IS}1tllne. I 1101d back. No ask nloncy. .

So Twent to~,1r. Taok, tIle strike leader hefore. J-Ie \vas trying
to seJld all t110se Filipi.l1os that j s out of work. fyom flcHvaii.
If I'nl not mistaken, in 1935, '36. T jaill 'with him,yoll know.
So I Clsk f\1r. l'aok, "If T join what you doi'ng now, until where is
tllis?" He said, "Ulltil Manila only. From Manila, it's up to you.
to go ]10111e to YOlIY own home." '''But I 11ave 110 more money. How can
I go back, Cebu?" We \\Tere in innnigration already.

PL: Oh, you sent .....



JT : We wen go t}lere.

PL: With your kids or no?

JT: Wi tIl my wife. All us, plenty people, not only me. Ple11ty people
no more. There was happen plenty Filipinos come over here whjle
tvlr. Ligot was tl1e cornrnissioner ov'er there. Keep all holding, holding
the mall. The, man come over he're, little bit kapukahi, he thro\v
'em away. rrhat's,why outside people, plenty starving. No ITIOre
jobs, ell. Because tIle PhilippillC Islal1d is shipping, dumping
all the guys wanted to work inl-lawaii. So what mistake p~ople

over here, what Filipinos get mista,ke from t'he plan~ation, the next\
day go. So where tIley'going? YOll see. So, 'raok wa's trying to send
~ -11 +hnc n P; 1 ; n; nne i-h., i- ~1C' n11i- n+ l&Tr'\"Y'lr
\A.J..J.. L,lJ\J~l'\..,. 1. ..LJ....LP..Ll.lV,J L-I1U,L- ~ VUL- Vi VVV.Ll'-.

So I figLlre ev'eJl, theYl if I h,ave work it's Il0t enollg}l, what I ean1.
So I told my wife, "I tllink I l)ettertake you home and then I
come back if I call. So th.a,tway if I have forty dollars, if I were
COIlcelltrate of sending you thatoVCY,TI10ney--maybe$15 a mont]l-­
yOllgetthirty pesos in tIle Philippine Islands." So Iny wife agree
that. 'As \vhy Iwe11t. I joined with Mr. 'raok, but \~llen 11e told
nle t}1at froIn ~lal1i la anl)T and it' sup tayotl togahame to YOllY

0\Vl1 110Ine, I will not. Becallse I no more even one penny. No more
one 11cl1ny. How long I stay here in tIlis Wa.ialua Plantation?
If they did not decide to give two dollars in the ellvelope,
I 110 save 1110n,ey"

The time that I 11ave tIle six kids. No can,. No more money. Not
enough foy the store. So I think they pity, eh, the people no
more mOlley", e}1. 'rIley gave me t\\IO doll aI'S ill the envelope. So then,
\ve ha\Te two doll aI'S in the envelope every Tllonth" Regardless, if
you have a big balance from the store. Bllt. ill 1936, ]lo~}ling come
up, bllt only $1. S2 one day. rrhen I hear Molokai again,' it's good.

PL: ()h, you 'went ~101o'kai?

J1': Molokai. 'A~ what tlley sajd", Molokai is good. rrwo dollars a da'y
and cutting plllapllla is ITIakill'g lllore mOlley, eh. So T figure
I thjIlk \\Ie better go try. 'As when I told Mr" Lowe, the section
boss 1'hoT11as Lo\ve, "I'll try ollts'icle of tIlis plantation. Maybe
someJ] 1ace, l' 11 try the best p lantat iOll, so I can Jnake - - - I ha've ellance,
maybe," I said. I just try. I talk to ~1r. Lowe, eh. Said, "No,
no, Joe,," 'As \,vl1at ~.1r. L01"e said. "1)0 not. l'}le tjnle you put
LIp ill this plantation, it's poho. PorlO if you leave 'em., You sowing
something good for you someday Tn here :" Bllt I did not listen that
because I never see, eh" I don't kno\v how trlle was' that. I saie} ,
"lVell, ivir. Lowe, I decide to go. I will try go." So it's relJOrted
in tIle office tllat I am going alIt.

PL: What year was that when you was going out?

JT: 1'hat ,·vas ~Ir. Midkiff's time t11en. !vIr. Midkiff, John Midkiff
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IS t.he manager over there.. So tvlr. Midkiff told Mr. LO\\l'c, "Brin,g
Jose clOWll. "~1e. So Mr. Lowe pick 1118 up ancl go down. So he give
me ad,vice not to go. 1-18 told TIle tllat, "I kno\v how you are ill this
plantation and I know that you will have sometl1ing from this plant.ation."
But r did 110t listen that. T did not listen tl1at, because my
miJld was too strong to go over there. Then \\TheTl second time, he
said, "We11, you go home and think it over ClJld come back bllffibye."
So I went' home.. Stay one week at home" Still no reSlll t that I
gOiJlg stay. So ~1r. Lowe brought Inc d,own again to tIle office.
That's "\Then T TIleet Mr. Miclkiff again. So T told Mr. Jvljdkiff that
I .callnot stay. I tlliJlk I gotta go because I decide to go already.
So in number three tiInes, then he call me in and said, "Well,
it's IIp to yOll n<Dw. If yOll like go, you can go, but I'm advising
you to stay because Ikno"" that 'you get bett·er position someday"
Not right away .. but somedays." But I no listen that, see, aIld I
go hOTTle. And,l thell I pack everything and go to ~101okai. That's 1936.

PL: 1936, }rOll'~ven.t to ...
J'f: No, flO. 1937. rfl1at is ]937, yeah. WheTl I WCTlt overtllere, I

\\lorked good, thOlIgh. I make sOlnctinles tlTreedo11ar, four (1011ar5
a da)! when I go picking pineapple, 11ig pineapple. Then, \vhen off
season, t11e sanlC year 1937, then,\,ye go cut SlIgar. Pulcll)ula.
All(1 then Twas as'kj 11g for go witIl the tractor, becallse thetractol"
job is evel~y(lay., Thirty da)Ts. ~Jo can. So that time, they gi\Te
llS three days. I "vent to ~1r. Jacobsoll. I e,x}Jlai'n, "~1r. Jacobson,
T get six kids with me. ' 'My wife a11d TIle. If GTlly' t11reeda'ys a
week, T canl10t live. 1-Jow a110ut g:iving me a job? Any kind so long
T got fiv'c.orsix days a wce.k. Not if I'm sick, but if T an1 not
sick, r ~v(]11t to work faY my children." So he put me iIlthe stable.
Every day, the mule going take a shit, eh, so we take care the stable,
no,,, .

"PL: This at Molokai?

Sf; Molokai , yeah. Then fromfl13re , Mr. Sumisu, the boss of the tractor,
heavy 8(llripmcllt forenlan was looking for one helper. So I went
l1ccClllse t11at one, hey, 'when 0IJCll for a work, even Sunday working
that time. So T "vent to Mr. Slrnrisu. '

'That's wheTl happen that wl,.i Ie I was driv'ing the caterlJi11ar
with the dash bell'ind anu the driver '\las .... he went to someplace
that he drir1k ,,yater, you know, beeallse ollrkaukall tin is not with us.
Stay h)( the side, eh. So he wen drink wateral1cT-t drive the
catcrIYi lIar, go around. Bllt lJ:ig area, so then, }la!)pell \vas I "vas
smoking, too. 1 ne'ver kno\v that nJY tohacco fly a\\T(,l)' froIn my pipe.
It flc\v cHvay frOTIllTI)l pipe and burn my pants O\Tcr 11cre. f\.nd go
to the opa 1a. .And j·that 's \\lhy ,,\TIlerl th:e fi re COTIle big, l"e11, I was .
on the oilier side, I saw the other side smoki ng, bi g slTIoke and
flaTIl'ing, you knqw. Because the opala was real dry'. eh. So I take
off with the catel'¥,pillar over ther~ I try stop 'em with the
caterpillar. No can. The mOTe the fire corne wild, you know.



So r d,rive the caterpillar away from the fire. Al1d I try my best
to fire-break Inyself. A110l1t little more halfwa)lup, Iny fire breaking
of the a.rea, tIle d.rive-r came. So lnearldhim was Inaking t11e fire
break, e11. Thell wJ1en tIley sa,~ that tIle field was l)llTIling, Mr.
Sumisu and tv1r. Jacobson came. And he a.sk me, "Wllel'e is tIle
fire CaIne from?" I said" "Well, nobody come over here, Mr .
.Jacobson. GIlly meand my driver. But tIle one'who was sITloking is
me" A~nd I know that is my fire, because (that's)lAlhy my pants \AlaS

burned."

CPL lauglls)

JT: "'Tllat is mine. Bllt it's not purposely tllat. ,r kl10W we need the
opala. That i s \VllY we grillding up into. 1-'0 tum it i11to dust or
-dirt -J ike. becaus e we need. But was hanlJen my fire f1 y away wi thout
me kIIOW about, 'as why come }lappen like-L tllis . " So 11im' and Mr.
Slnnisu go· aboLlt a }1ulldred fifty feet away from me al1d they were talking
over there. .

So after the conversation on the other side, the boss cOlneback.
1'he lU1Ia come back. Said, "Okay, get in tIle pick up." So r jlIDlP
in the p-ick up. I thought I was going be trarlsfer to someplace
else. 'As why \vhen we reach to the in front of tIle store, 11e said,
"Okay, down." Sol jump off. I-Ie llever tell me to wait or nothing.
Btlt since I neveT know, too., that I was suspended., I jllst wait for
thenl. Because l' don't know the place' \v11ere togo. I OIlly know hOBle,
bllt I no like go home, yeah. Sol wait, wait,wait, wait. I sit
dOlATIl (on) walk. I was mad already. Plenty mosquitoes. I \\fen
\",ait fronl before 6 o'clock in the afternoon until 10 o'clock in
the l1ight. 1\~lel1 t11e store \vas close, I said, "I thillk 110 luna.
'rhe lllna is sleepil1g at home alread)T." So I go 110TIIC.

rfllat nigllt, I decide myself, "Not11ing. Not OTle day I going spend
again ifl this plantation. I go home. If I did somet11irlg wrong,
the-y supposed to tell me, and if I 'nlpunished, what punishmeJilt
T gO'illg get, they have to te 11 me th.at. Not to drop me by the road
withotlt telling Ine wl1at, why." Yeah, I was IlIad. l'he ne'xt day,
I tbld Iny \vife, "Pack Ul) ever)rthil1g. Pack up." Sally, olciest
one ,\Vas in the hospi tal ,yeall. I say, "JlISt pack IIp. We go get
t11e g i r 1 an~d go hOlne t'o Oahu."

So KC1111Cdy, the second boss, ask me, "Why?" And !vlarcos Atoon,
"Mlat happened?" I said, "Well, this 110 TI10re good system over Ilere.
If I do sonleth~i llg \\TYong, I \vaJIt to k110\~. I \vant thenl to let
me kIIO\v that I do \vrong. If I'm to be punished right there, I 'm
happy to receive any.what yOll say to Inc! abolltwhat T did. ,BLlt not
jtlst drop Ine as a dead dog over there and no tell TIle, 'I going come
back or I 110 come back for you.' And all the mosqllitoes \vas sucking
my l)lood froIn 6 0' clock ill the afternoo11 wItil 10 0' clock. Craz}'~ <I

Is that tl1e way 110W? Just because JI0 more pineapple"- - I told
to the canlp boss, you know--"you just make the man disgusted?
Somedays when you need, what? You pick people like that. You no
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realize that because t11ebig s110t always thi11king of ..... because
of plenty people, yeah, and you get plenty mOJ1ey. Bllt t}lat's not the
right way. l'}lat's 110t the right way. r·f he·'s no good, tell
~.im that 'Yoll're 110 good.' If he's good, tell him that he's good.
~Vhat 11e did is 110t good, tell him right away so he know. But not·
like that. Dlunp over there like a dead dog over t}lerc." Marcos
\v(lS crying ill tIle wharf. I said, "Now, IW311t·a tT'uck to pack,
to l)ring nlY t11jngs dOWlltO t·he wharf." "l'\lh·y?" I said, "1 going
]nove from here. rrhisnot the way. fThe syste]ll, 'as not how w}1at
I like,ycah. Because T knowth;lt 1'111 ~11ow knowledge IllClI1. T just
went IIp to fourth grad.e, but r know w}1at 1s good and no good.. That
\AJay is I10g00J. The way }10W tl1cy did; Mr.. \Jacohson talk to tIle
Surn'isu, and Sllmisu just come l)ack and. told me go in tIle truck.
\\?nen I \vCllt t.o t.he truck, they dump TIle over t11ere lJy the store and
12-?-u. That, I .now like. I go back."

So tIle tiITle J got the truck, I pick IIp the girl-,-' as the one
from the hospital. l'he doctor saie1, "Slle's sick." "l'hat's alright
if she's sick. I \vill take '.enl hOITle. I 110 like." So I came.
\Ve ride one boat I-Iawaii, ell. B'Llt in safety" Iny girl get safety
man in hospital in thehont until we reach over here.

PL: So ·what year -yOll came back to Waialua?

~Tr: '38. '39,1 thinl<. Well, 'close to '39 already. '38.

PL: ,So what did you do then wher1 yOll came back?

sr : Came back, ·Iook arollndfo r job. Yewl. Look for \vo1'k again,
yeah. And anYlvay ,wIlen all tllose guys go after ]ne in rv101okai, I
f01Jnd thenl out i11 the plantatioll already.

PL: What you mean, "Go after you?"

tJT: Because when I. went first, eh, plenty. guys, my' friend go afte-r
Inc.

PL : Oh , T see.

Jrr: AT1d therl, ,,,hen [ come back, they conle hOTne ,first, eh! 'They come
110me first ..AJ1d T saw thern ill the plantation. So 1 figuT'e I'll
go back, too, ell, plantation. ~VhE'n I went to the office, first
t irne , say, "Jose, o·kay. T' rr11c·y IJicking IIp PCOl)] eno\v , ell, \J\'orkers.
But \vhcn T \veJ1t over there, the-y look the book'. Yeah, after they
look the lJook, they deny TIle. Mra Andersol1 is the man.ager. Next
to ~'lr. Midkiff, was Anderson, tIle boss, when I CaIne back .. And
Mr. Tholnpsol1 , the yOllng·ThompS011 is t}1e big ]UJ1a that time. But
t11eydeny me no,v. But after me, wIlen PilapilCanlcllolne from
~1olokai, they take Pilapi 1.

PL: rrhat's on~ of your friends, Pilapil?

~JT: One of Iny frier1ds. So I believe that they blame 111e that I went
and bringing people away from the plantation because all those guys
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are good workers, too. But, no, I did not. I did not. They
just want to follow me. That's whyhappe'n they wen go' after me.
Bllt for me to invite t}lem to come, ]10. But t11at.-swhat they think,
eh. So I no can get job from the plantation.

PL: So what you did after t}1at?

JT: After that, I look for job. 111 the mOlilling I tolcl my wife, "You
cook." After cooking, I go up to bana.na fam in Mokuleia. ,Wa.lk.
I i10 more car, eh. I walk.

PL: So I mean, whose house did you stay then when you come back
to Waialua?

JT·: 1'hat, you know , that old Federation office t}leI'e? YOll kI10W this
Achiu Lane'?

PL: Yeah.

PL: Whose hOllse tl1a,t?

JT: 'As Federation people before. Federation .... you know, this Federation
people, 'as belong to them.

END OF SIDE ONE
SIDE rr\\'o

PL: Okay, Tata, yOll can continue 110W.

JT: Yeah.

PL: ()ka'y,'Tata, before we go back to about tJ1e hOllset11at you use to
stay at the J~ederation office, before you went looking for anew
job 'Cal.lSe you didn't get into a plantation job, can you tell me
if yOll had an),thing else? I meaT1, your relationship with your
bosses ·at Waialua when you was working in' the Iiantation in Waialua?

JT: Yeah.

PL:' Did 'you have good relationship wi tIl your bosses?

J'T: Not a] 1 of them. Iha've some luna is too sassy, you kl10W. Like
~lr.. SOllza, yeall. ~Vas too sassy,-t11at O]le. Because was 11apl)Cll \~as

Clltti11g cane by 5-A in 11a1eJn3.110, 'Ka11eka side. By there lye cuttillg
calle ill t}1e TIlomil1g. ~Vl1en \ve were cutting cane over tllere, 1 just
stay. I just stand by the workers' siJe, you know. By the ditch
side.. No, one man stay by t11e di tch side and 1 stay three ,or -fOLlY
l1.11e5 below t]1e ditC]1 line, yOll see. TIlen w}len he Sf),W- -wIlen this
glly saw me that '1 just stay eve11 with the thick cane, ,with the one
by the ditch one, they 1)u1l me out from, there" franl tI1e light

307



cane alld they brin.g me in the t}lick cane. 11lat' swhat bllrllme IIp,
now. So I said, "Wl1Y?" "No question,. ~Just come w}latever I told,
yOll to go,. you go." "Okay." I jllst.stand up ,from my place, I CaIne
by tIle di tcll and he stay rigljt close to llle, you know. Said, "Go
ahead, ! " rnley sa id, now. "Cut cane behind. l'}yrow i t bellind!"
They said" "Cut '.it dOWll," they said.' "Not pull, bLlt throvv l)cllind."
Tiley said, eh. YOlI kI10lv he 110 like T Cllt and put like t11at, )TOU

know. f-Ie said throw. Okay, keep all cutting. I W3:S opening up,
already, until I hit tI1e bab'y cane. Big aIle like tllis,ell. So
I. Cli t tIle top one time 1ike that. When .' I hi t the s twnp, I throw
lJehi11d extra strong, you know. I hit 'em all tIle chest.

(LaugJlter)

t.JT: rTllat Hlad I was, you know. But said, "Eh,yOll not SUPIJOsedto hit
Ine with, the calle.~' 'I said, "Well ,yOll told me to throw it behind.
You getaway froIn there. I'm thrOW1Jlg the calle behind now."

So I keep all throwing tIle CcU1e, but how lnue}1 I can, I stal1d. No
rno re hal f all hour. f\1a'ybe around tell mi 1111tes only, I give up because
CLlt cane is hard. It's not easy job ,you know. So for there, he
saicl, "You better goholne '" " "1'Jo," I said., "1 conle to \Alork, not
to stay home." I work. Said, "Well ,tool)ad for you if you stay
work today. I no carl give you time for today." T said, "Okay'.
I "vateh this dayr." T told hiJn. "I ,,yatch tllis day that you gOiJIg
10st811 out. And you will know, too, that I going collect this one
(lay. 1 let yOll knowhow I collect this one day from you." I keep
on working untj], pa~ 11~12~.

1
1

11e payday come, I told my wife, "If happen T gOil1g hit this man,
you have to go hack Plti lippine because I going be j ai 1ed. T going
1ick 'em. I gOil1g break his bone." 'As too ITluch. 'As extra bad
31reacty that kindtreatment. To me. I'orne; 'as extra. if I go bring
thi.s hoc handle- -·short 011e-,- I put 'em by the big tree, l)y the old
ba.nk, now. 1 put that (by) the tree. We used to get our pay over
tllcrc. T put nlY can over there. ~11y hoe handle, I get 10llg. If
T .lose that .... ·i f .I have only 22 d.ays, T going lick 'ern. I going lick
'C1TI. SO 1 told THy l\rifc, "If this will happen, you try get yourself
to get bCJck Philippil1e, yeall. And all the kids, yeah. 1'}1is is no
good a] ready 'I" J said. She said, "Oh, no l1eed." My 'vi Fe said, "No
need." "No, 110, no, that's too lnuc}l. lhey are treating us
just like baby. rnlat's Tl0t tIle way 110w. III fact, if the)! tal1< to lIS

Jlice, the JIIOre the people love to work. But froHI begiJlning, yOll
are just l-ikc a salltiador over there. No good, 110 good that kind.
rTlldtrnakcs the IJCoplc'-T'azy, rnorc lazy. But if I lose ITIY one day,
I going lick 'elTI," T told lTIy \'Jife.

So \v11en pa.)Tday· t iJne, 1 have 23 clays. Not one \"'Ie11 los t. But every
1UJla 1)eforc Slll)pOsed to stay there for allY complain·ts, eh. So I
\~ei1t ill frollt of him . "Here! Waha! I get rny23. You no can a.fford.
You no can do that. Lose my one day. 'As why I say, you only mOllt11.
Look m'y 23'. I have Tny 23. Lucky you give me." So I (wellt) home.
When I go hOHle, he was so mad at me, you kllOW, and tIlen
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the next week, we go back our contract.

After tl1at day work, we go back to our contract. Because our COlltract
wa.s almost to tum in, so we l1alla\vai one time; we go out, day work
aIle time. Sonletinles two days, three" days . So 'the next week, we
go out cut calle agcL~n~ By Lewer Camp. Above Ranch place. Besid,es"
this high .school.

l)L: Wllere?

J1': lVaialua Hig}l SCll001.~ So we was over .. there. Our' field boss was. the
father, Mr. Manuel Souza. And our head luna is Joe Souza, the
son. So we start ill the morning cut cane:-Becallse before no such
thjJlg n.o sweat. Wl1ell )lOll start to \~oyk, yOll sweat right away clltting
cane. ~1oro worse, \~e like contract, too, we sweat. \\ie sweat and work
for our mOllC"Y. Sabcfo·re,S o'clock,peop]c crying for wat.er. Yeah.
'rhey start. 'This' side is saying, "Water ho'y." And the other side,
"~Vaterhoy . " 1'henthis s ideagai 11, ''Water boy. " ...Me, I ]10 call,
because I know tl1ey going deli'ver the 'vater, but ,yOll kIlO"\], too
mallygllyslike call, e11. 111e one \vho work fast, e}1. !vIe, I'nl thirsty
too ,but J kno'w tI1ey going come because t as w}1ywe have the sled wi th
water to pass every hOllr. So why we call, why we shout. But no
can 11clp. So some people just make believe tIley llot, you know.
Call for .water . So wIlen T look, 'as when Mr. Navarro ridi11g his mlile
,~it11 a sled behilld, coming to\vards the fal1TI to the clltti,ng area.
So when the boy saw the water hoy, the more they sholltthe water
boy. "t-Iow corne? I-lurry tIP, \vater boy." Bllt it's ll0t that tIley
get mad, though, only fool aroullcl, eh. And then about little more
to reach us'in t.he end of the line, he wllistle. 1'his Joe Souza'
'bin hlhi~tle to tIle water boy and give sigl1al go back to the crunp.
-S6-r look. tIe tllrn around. to the road. I was thillking 11e going start
ll11fr01TI up, ell. Easier for tl1e lTIllle to come down with tIle sledge, eh.
Bllt he no go up on the road arld come d.own. He go' back to the camp.

Oh boy! I was so mad, yOll know, tI1at time aga.in. I talk to tIle boys,
"What is this now? We come, wake up 4 o'clock so 'we ca'n come to
work. A11cl the inlportant thirlg is that while we work is to live, not
to dic. \Vhile\ve are.there, they are killing LIS now over here.
What we going do over here? Why we no go horne aIld .ciri nk our water?
Marc better we go home. rrhis is alII" r'j ght. al read)', yeah. rrhey suppose
to give to us w}lat we like, what we need Wherl\ve areworkil1g llard.
Not to do that!"

~Ve lvait aba.lt fiv'e mirlutes. rrhe \Vatcr boy \~dS hidiJlg over tllcre.
118 scared, too, if he get f-ired b'y the ~Joe, e11, from t11ehead Illna.
But that e'verybody said, "011, more better go home." I said, "Okay,
,~e better go hOIne." I go tel:! t11e boss. I go tell the boss if tlley
call Inc in the office, \ve tell that. lVe going tell them the\~ay

11o\v 'vhether it is good or not. So we \vent. We reached by Haga
Store. Some workers stay by IIaga .Store. In front the school house.

PL: Oh, in front the school house?
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,JT: ~,1r. 1'lloJll11S0n, the lJig boss, h.e nlcet us over there. lIe asked Inc,
'rwllat happened., hays?" Say, ''Well, Mr. 11

11om-!Json , we going hOlne
for the \vater. ~Ve call drink water over here, bllt m e better go
home. Becallse we no like the way 110\v Ollr boss treat us over there.
One reason, past 7 o'clock to 8 o'clock they Sllpposeto give us
water, but just because the boys S110Ut for \\Tater, the water, boy
came \Ali tIl tlle \vater. Bllt ,Joe 5011za bill send. 'enl back totlle camp.
In other words, tlley no care if \VC gOillg die from dlY. So we better
go 1101110 instead of drinking in the calnp. More better\ve go hOllle.
Lose this d~lY." And Mr. 'rhOJTlllS0n said, "No, okay, boy·s. Yougo
backaIld let me see t}lese tJlil1gS , now."

Okay, l1e's the big boss. We went back, go cut cane. Well, we reach
to the place where ouy line was to cLlt, the wat'2Y boy was watching
for us tllere. Ye all. So we drink \Alatel' an d the boss, My" Souza,
the fie.ld 1J05S andMr ~ ThoTnpson was right by the comer on the
r03 cis ide. So \vC S:llt cane every hour, 110\v; every ]lour, the \vatcr go.
B1lt we nev'er kn.ow that 11e was thrown out from the plantation.

IlL: l·Vl10 got t]1YOWIl Oll t.? f\1r. SOllza?

J'1': Ifewas thrown out.. 1'he boss, Joe. Because wheTl the next. day----,
'·on tIle next d.ay until 110W, I no see 'e]n already. rrhat meallS !vIr.
rrhOTIII)SOn lUldcrstal1d W}-Ult I told him abollt. Because not on.ly me.
T no can tell these gLIYS we go hOlne whell I like go }lome. T can go
home 11lysel f, yeah. If I like. But these gllYS fee I the sanle as
1 fecI hecause they follow me. And allY story is this: t-ve are (fry
and ,vc need \v(]tcr. Yeah.

Oh, the next clay, no more Souza. No more Joe Souza. Yeah, he lost
out over tlleI'e and froIu there .... that j s happen before I left the
plcllltation.

PL: rrl1at ,'Vas before you went to Molakai?

JT: Molokai, yeah.

PL: No~v we go 11ack to cIa kine then. WheIl you came back fraIn ....

J'l': 1~)38, '39. Late !Jart. Late part of 1938 when ·we conIC back.
Six months, all, !Jell1uary, Febl1Jary, March, Alyril, May, June, lJuly.
SevClllllonthsold"lmy 110y Carlos. rIc was born all Janllary 10, 1938
in Molokai. So \vhen my hoy start l)i tillg the nil1plcs of my wife's
'hreasts, take 'cnl away from thenlilk, sev·en.lllonths old. 'As why I
get hard tiTHe that time wIlen I CcUllC back, l)ecausew}-lcre tlle money
come froln to buy nlilk? No more. .

PL: So what did yOll cia tllell? You couldn't work at the plantation?
What job did you have?

tIT ~ T jus t go a rOllnd here an.d there. I went to My. Anderson, the bank
boss in Waialua. I take his yard, contract. Sixteen dollars a month,
yeah. Bllt' I spend my tiTHe there SUllday and Et.! hanCl. time. From
3:30 to 4, to 5 o'clock in tIle afternoon. Every weekdays. But
Saturday and Sunday, I stay there all da.y. Th~ij.t' s when I lay my
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net. T kllOW I lay m'y hook for oopu over there.' C=atch" fish.

PL: Where's this place?

JT: T}le randl th.ere, by Anahulu gllards. Anallulu Bridge about.. You know
this l)ridge by the restaurant over there? Towards Kahuku.

PL: Yeal1 , yeah.

tJT: 1'hat 's the big river, yeah. Abou.t there is Mr. Anderson's Ranch.
Dryd.ock statiollover therep . So I ta'ke care tIle statioll for $16
a montl1. And tIle rest of th.e day--Monday, rrllesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Fl~iday, and Saturda.y- -My. Banggoy give me two days.

PL: [Joil1g \vllat.?

l-rr: Behind thc l~alei\v~] Gym, get aIle sugar calle. FiliJYil10 owned theTe
before. 'fben I go to tIle Waialtla Church. 'The llricst gi ve Ine t\vO
dollars a day. 1'wo dollars a day and two days. ., And Mr. Fletcher
ill the dairy, the WajcllcB.dairy before, he give nle t\\lO days. So I
got six days. )leah. I got six da}~s workillg. And plus on Sunday,
my contract $16 a month, ell. But I figllre, T 110 can stay 1011g
like this becallseride l)ike go over there, ride back to Banggoy,
ride back to tl1e dairy, ride lJack the next day to thepr·icst. So
r keep on look.ing·\vhere I can get steady and.in one place, ·too. So
Twent to banana grove, like that. Bring my kall.k3u tin, like that,
l)ecaiJsewhenever I get the j oh, I no need ·wor'ry. I get the Illnch.
] Cel]l start right away. But happen no Inore room. So I went Mr.
Longley.

PL: Longlc·y.

J'T: rrhe boss of 11awaiiall IJine, the boss that commi t suicide three to fiv'e
years ago. So ·he said, "Well, no more job. Pineapple is gone already,
boy, so what can 1 (d.o) for you?" I 'said, "Well, Mr. LOl1g1ey,"
1 told Mr. LOllgley. "1 have six kids, yeah. And the youngest
one is drinkjllg Inilk, sucking milk aTld 1 no more mOlley. Ina care
how lllUC h you go i ng pay me so lOllg T can get sonIC money for l)uy
nri 1k." Bllt he said, "No can. ·Cal1not." Because they laying off
SOIIle peap1c, they g:iving 1. imi t of work, some IJCopl c . rlwo .days,
sOTIlctl1ree days. Not marlY' guys. So the way I "1 ook, .Mr. IJ011g ley
fee 1 \vhat I .feel, ycall. So be send THC to 'rakeyarna pl ace. l'akeyama
in the pillcapple field. So he told me, "You go see the IU:1a over
here. I-Ie can IJ]a.ce yOll ill his IJosition over there. Bec3.l..ise that's
the .only 011e I kllOW I think get little bit more job over t}lere."

PL: Is 3,t \Vahia'\la?

JT: No, the office IS Wahiawa. But that Takeyama is above Ashley
statioTl. Way up . 'As pir1eapple field o'ver tIlere. I-lawai ian Pille.
So I \vCllt over there. So this Bunda, Jose Bunda in Waiallla. This
boy wusnot married yet that time. I1:e was single, young l)oy.
I-~e had a junk Cell', ell. Samet ilnes run, sometimes not. He so Id
to me for six dollars.
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PL: What year was that?

JT: (Laughs) 1939.

PL: So YOll bOUg}l t the car?

~JT: No. '38. I bought the car" hut the car is 1926 Ch'cvrolet.
But a 11 Junk, you know. No more top, but I try call Iny pake
frieIld, eh, to rilll 'em. He bil]_., YlID 'em, you know.

So I ride that car to go up tllat side to Tak.eyanla. \Vhen I ,reach
avel· t.here, that 'swhen I getmadagailltotlleJapanese, yOll know.
Said, "IJapa, Mr. Longley told me to come see you if YOll call place
me in tIle job, lJecause I Ileed. hell]." And 11e said, "You pllpllle!"
lie call TIle pupule. I said, "WIlY pupule?" "Now nOTI10re pineapple,
get the mal1-.-Beforehad plenty]Jineapple, 110 marc man. Pt11)ule."
I saieI, "No, why, you call Ine P~_p'l_t;!~}The boss ask TIle to CaIne.
Te11 Tnc t.o COIne and ask you if you Celll I)lac.e me. I'm notpuslling
you to give TIle if you no mOI"e. If yOll get, ~~r. Long]e'y saiel if
)70l1 can ptJt Ine ill the job. lVhy )TOlI get mad at Inc? rrhat' S 110t the
id.ea. '{Oll JI0 answer my qllestioll. TIle bO£5 said if YOllca.nput
TIle in the job, if you can hel.p me. If there is SaIne V3.CaIlt foy Ine
but 'if no JTlore, just tell no more. No call nle pupuIe." I ,-vas TIlad.
I had my car, becallse my car no more starter, eI1:~-was going
hi t fern witIl tIle, crank, but I come home. I come back.

rrhe next. morrl,:ing, T meet Mr. Longley agai!1. At the office, everYllay,
T go to the office, see Mr. Longley. Was hallpcned his hat, }TOU know,
by Poanloho , 'Mr. Long] ey f s hat ,he IJut be.hincl the car, ell, bC}li.rlq.
the scat. And fly out from the car. I know was froln his car.
Fronl Brodie 1\vo \vh8re the station, pineapple Il0W stay. flawaiian
Pin.ealJple, where the pineapIJle. for the tourist, eh. We caIne
fronI over there going back to Wahiawa, so I follow him ...When we
reaclled before the bridge, his hat flew away from the car, and
I know 'as his hat flew away from the car. T just follow 11im
behind until Wahiawa. When I reacTl Wahiawa, Iwag',hringing'his hat
to }ri S offi ce. "Here's YOUTt' 11a t, Mr. Longl ey . " So he look around,
eh, (H'ld look UI1. fIe forget whc're. "Was insicle m'y car. Where you
fourlcl 'enl?" I sa id., "By Poarnoho Gu leh. ~fe flew away from your
car. So r IJick 'ern, up and sjnce I 'n1 conling, I hring 'em to you."
So, "'I'hank you, hoy. l'hank you. So any news froIn rrakcyama boss?"
T said, "Yeah, bllt he said n'o J110rc." T jllst said no Tnore. I 110

tel1 da kine talk, yeah. I-Ie Tnad at me, "y-ouknow. I saicl, "He
said il0' can-~-- Before neccl, bl.lt no need" ncnv." So "\Vell, it's
pret t y ha reI, boy. Let Ine t}lil1k \\1here I can Pllt YOll dO\vl1. I call
give you the job." I 'said, "Okay, tllank you, ~1r. Longley. I CaIne
back tomorrow morning."

I:very TI10I11ing, I go. Arld thell, next morning, I went again.
VJhell 1 went over there, he said" "Oh, do you blOW this~Vajalua:IRallch

over there?" I said, "Yeah, I know that. I 'was working over
there \vith ~:1r. Joaquin Robello, the cowboys over theI"e." But
not co\vboy, bllt. sornetimes, 11elet us bring wire, 110g wire for 'tIle
corral post for fix th'e fence,. Well, that one was 11nder Waiallla
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Plantation, ·yet. I-Ie said, "()}1, that is no\v lJclong to Hawaiian
Pille ,so that's tIle place I know that I can put you dO\tvn there work,
cut trees. for the cows, fix the fence. And T don't know exactly
how Tnuch job to do O\Ter there, l)ut Mr. Cleghorn is the boss over
tl1ere . " 1 'said, "Okay." "1 want you to go ov.er therein the morning
becallse I talk to My. CleghoYIl tl1at l1e n,eed sonle trees cutters.
Okay, tomorrow ITloming, you report to Mr. Cleghorn again, because
he said to send you over there to Ine. lie told me to send you there."
I said, "Okay." -

Next InOTIling, .I was happy. That time 1 come horne, I was, STIli ling
myself. Youkno\v, coming home time . Because 1 going get tIle
big company again, eh, go work. So 1 stay over there. '111e next
morning, I go over there abollt 9 0' cloc~(, I meet tv1r. Cleghorn
by the ranch ,by the corral. ~1r. Cleghorn loo'kat me. "l1h, good
momin g , boy'." I said, "Goodmo rning, Mj". C1 eg}1orn. " 1 kllOW l1im,
~1r. Cleghorn, you know, but 1 never work for }linlyet. 1 know tllat
his name is !'vIr. Clegl10rll. "Good morning, ~'1r. Cleg]10rn. See, ,1
was ill the. office yesterday and .he told me to come down and see you.
Mr. 'LoIlgley told me' that." Said,"Oh, yeah. I l?in t1.1Yll in my
report that I need some tree cutters. Not only cli-ftcrs tllat
work 011e, two day, Sunday go gamble like that. I like those steady
workers." I said, "Well, I promise to work Satul'day and Sundays,
and holida"ys if you like if 1 'mnotsick,. But if I'm sick, that's
eXCllse to me, I think, becallse I call1iot work. Nobody can work when
sick. But in tIlis cOl1dition I amno\v, if I'm alrigl1t, T work
straight if you like." Then look atnle, look IIp and down. "You
Sllre you' wor'k?" I said,' "Yeah. I work. 1. get plenty fanlily to
SllPl)ort T10W. Alld l1esides that, why 1 going stay home? I like
work, becallse I 'm not sick." Said, "Okay, tomorrow )rou take .YOU1~

physical examination. " We went down T~wa Plantation. \VC went Ewa
l10sp:i tal. So I take my physical examination over there. I was
accepted to work.

Then he try me work that day. I don't know what month was that.
And he said, "OkaY,wllat'is YOlII' name?" I said, "My name is Jose
'Tantog." 1-1e said, "Okay, Joe, I want you to work if you are
110t sick. Sta)T there Ullti 1 I tell ,'you. Stay home, rest." I
said" "()kay, r prolllise that." "Rain, you no scared rain?" I go,
"No. I got raincoat. 'Yeah, 1 get raincoat. I no scared rain."
So go in the W~lter alld swinl wi thOtlt kno\ving of swimnLing, then
1 scared. But only rain, n.o can. T get raincoat, ·yeah. "Okay,
okay, ,Toe." Then I start wo"rk. You kllOW \vho give up?' Mr. Cleghorn
give up.l'he follo\tving Nc\v Year, 1941,118 give up, ~/1r. Cleghorn.
lIe said, "Joe, I knO\V yOll can 'vork, 11ut this New)'ear, T \tvant yOll
to stay home." 1 said, "Okay. I stay' ll01ne." Rest, 1 sta)T hOTne,
l)llt I go up to nlolmtairlS l1Wlt pig.. A11d that's why he kno"\" that 1
call \~ork and l1e can depe11d 011 TIle. too. Becallse was all frOTIl 11im,
nothing wrong; nothing not fulfilled. J\lil done,right.

So he put me in the expE~riment hOl1se. So many pOUl1d of soybean,
so many pounds of molasses, so many pounds of rubbish, tossed "
grass., like that. And water. No limit. Go ahead with the water.
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Alld after tllat, he -look up the record,eh. Everything is good.
All, everything IS alright.

And thel1, \vas our boss , Andrew. I don't know the name, but I-Iawaiiall.
'The ccnvboy, tIle cJlief of the COVVbO)T over here. }-Ie ask Inc onc -time,
"Joe, lean k-il1 this btlll. Bllt c}lcap to tIS becallse we are working
£,or tl1CIn." 1. said, "Oh, J!~ll take ten dollars." Yea}l, tIlen the
otller ~9~!pad"!~~ take teli dollar. T'Jlat' s t:\,venty dollars al1d other one
take ten doll ars, hiIll ten dollal"s. 'As fort·y dollars. TIle blll1
like that long, the llorn. Cheap, you kllOW. P.l.ent-y meat. ·So I
said, "tlowthis one, Andrew?" Nld Anclrew said, "'As alright.
We pay 'ern bum~~. Bllmb}re, you, I let you know when time to pay."
I said, "O-kay." Then that. lon.g I wait. J get the mone·y foy two
\\Tceks in TI1Y pocket. My wife gave me thatnloney·. SO 110W come My.
ClcghoYI1 no caIne. lVe ·pay wheT1 he come, }1C S3 id. tvlr .l\ndrevJ said.
So when I was in a cor'raJ, I' told ~1r. Cleghorn, "When you gojng
collect the mon·cy, M-r. Cleghorn?" "Wllat TIlo:ney?" "Oh, the onc, the
small blll1 we IJOllght." Said, "lVhat?"

(Lallghter)

..51': Oh bo)r, Twas scared, you know. T said, "TIle 1)lt11 that you sold. to
lIS .. " "Am T selling a bull to you?" I said, "Yeah, My" Andrew,
we kil1 'em over tllcre by valley one. 1'}lC wllite face." "No, no,
no. I'TI1.not supJ)osed to sell -the unoinlals. No. W11cn is that?"
I sa -i d , "Abollt las t ITlonth." Oh bo)', T say I think Andrew goiTlg
get nlad or l*vhat. But no call, I)UU a1ready. I no can cha.I1ge my
story cllrcady, hecallsc I thougT1t-that wrlS sold to us good \rVa~y, eh.
So J Figure since he's here, 1 gjvc hinl the Tnolley. It's llJ) to
thcln to give thcoi rs., Bccallse he said wJlen Mr. C1 eghorncomes, 'as
whe·n \ve going get the nl0ne)T to h inl, yeall. Whool)oy! I thil1k
Mr. CleghcYnl \vas waiting, waiti11g, \vaiting for what they get, their
share, what abOl.lt their share. J\ncl no Inore C0111C. ~1ayb~ they only'
h i.d i11g;, ·But TIl)' mOl1ey is there already. I give to Mr. Cleghorn.
)reah. 'rha.t j s evidence only. ~1e keep 'em only for evidence, .I
think now,' l)ecause why Mr. Clegho-n1 give me the master key after
t]lat?

PL: Oh, he give yOll key for whut?

.IT': 'rhe)! gave Ine the Inaster key to go allovor tIle g~Jtc over there,
arld check up the fence It Check ill) the Illolasses. And if there
is 3 fCllCC broken, you come down 3J1d make a report to the gang,
fence gang, to come dOW1l 3J1d fix, you see.

Yeall, and then 'as when A11drc\v get mad, yOll kno\\l. \~hen I get the
horse, 1 get the key, he ask me, "Why you get the ke)T?" "I don't

.know." My. CleghoTIl say, "1 \valltyou to take care the molasses,
look out after the fence. You lookaftcr the fence a11(1 if· sOTIlething
wron.g, you report quick to Moni z." lv10ni z is t he big 1l1na of the
fence gallg, eh. So okay, I okay that. "So he gave me--tne ke·y.
He gav·c me to put UIJ all the TIlolasses. I put IIp a1] the molasses
every cra'pe garh.1ed) like tllat. Arld t11at's all I knowp "Why?"
Said, "No, 1110 like you work for TIle over here." I said, "Well,
if yOll no like Ine, Mr. Cleghorn told me to work over }1ere."
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'That is al)out. ~1ay of 1941. Yeall, ,]lU1C, abollt there, aroWld there.
So I called up .tvlr. Cleghorn. "That Andrew will send me a\vay from
llere. He want. lne to go Punalllu witll my own expense. How can I
stay, Mr. Cleghorn?"

PL : Where' sPLma.luu?

JT: 'PlUlaluu.. You blOW, by SUJlset. YOll kl10W wllere the Army Training
Center over th.ere? Above. That's, I t}link, by Mr. Rusborn' s
place. I-clow can I go out there wi th my own car? 1'wo dollars one day!
"No, no ,Andrew, I no 1. ike. " So I called up tvlr . Cleghorn . I said,
"WIlY AJldrew told me to go Punalllu wIlen you give me the key to
work over he're?" He said, "Yes, I told you to staytllere and
take care what I told YOll. 'Not to go 110 place." So I went back
to j\11dre,,y'. "I talk to My. CleglloTI1," I said. "T l1C1.ve to stay here.
'As why, ',as the reason why he gaye me the key. He give me the t\"o
'horse, B. J. and. Makapa.. Cllange around the }10rse. T'ocla'y. I l)rillg
B. J . 'Tllenext day, I bring MakalJa to chec]( up tIle fence, molasses."
Said., "No. T no like you\vork over here." So I figure, if I
stayT \vithhill1, ,,,itIl no good illside, sOTIletlliTlg going happCl1 , ell.
I call back ivlr. CleghoTI1. "Mr ..Clegll0rn, no sense you let me
'woI'k o'ver here when some of my mell working men over here is hurting
me, hlJrting m)Tself e They got somethi11g ·in tl1eir min.d that they
don't like me. I dOil' t know WIlY. So I think it's better to go
away from them." Said, "No, no, no, Joe. You stay there. YOlI
get the h'orse to go." Yeah. But I figure this kanaka, you know
we scared abollt kaIlaka before, eh.

PL: ()ll, you scared wi th kanakas l)e£ore? What t s that?

.Jrr: We scared them about believing- about kahunas like that.

PL: Mhm. I

JT: So I thil1k it' sbette-.r to go away f-rom them. So I told Mr.
Cleghorn, ''IVlr. Cleghorn, i£ I can stand, maybe I stay, but if I
can find some p]ace for work that no give TIle trouble, I think I
better go over tllcre." So I went to Schofield l)ut that was
clefe.nse jol) is starting already that time. But no TI10re war yet.
Okay. kId I went over there. They take man, plenty man, tIley
like. Yeah.

PL: Doing w}lat? They taking man fay . ..• for what kind of work.

Jrr: ConstructiO!l, building houses, building roads in Schofield,
cllan.ging all big wa.rell0uses . You know, \~here the bOTIlb, when they
December 7, all the bomb land up at the 11angar. That's not all
finished- yet.. ,Some was firlished, but the warehouse that I was
wOl~king t11at da'y--tlle day was Saturday, eh. The warehouse that
we were cleanillg up that day, Saturday, Sunday morning was busted.
All bllmed. We were over there working ..

So said okay, and then, about two weeks after that, they need
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a pusher tha.t call unci.erstand. about Ilocano, riJipillo, VisaY<ln,
this little l)it English like that. Ilocano liketllat. rragalog,
like that, yeall. Because pleIlty Filipinos that tlleyno can llandle,
eh.. SOTIle no can talk.. I was pick up by the pake over there.
~'I tll:ink this man can talk plenty lallguage frorn-Philippil1e Island
l1cople. He llllderstand., and English, }lec311 llnderstalld little bit,
too." So I was there. I was ill that position from 1941 lIntiI
1946.

PL: Oh, I see.

JT : Yeah. So 1 nlake Ii ttlebit mOlley. Over the're, yeah. And then they
put me a fOyeTIla·n. Dollar, aIle hOllY. 'As where I Ina.ke my mOIley.
Overt ilnc, pI enty overtime, yeah.

1'hen I figure ilftcr the WaY, Yokomoto, the Hawaiian lkedging,
he said, "I need. a gang with the lUl1a." So I toldtlle boss over
}lcre I gOil1g (luit SC}lofield, 'cause I got OIlly .dollar half one 11ol1r.
Arld then Mr .YYokomoto, he give TIle $1.80 one 11our, Hawaiian Dredging.
So I moved over there wi th my gang.

Alld then I askedMr.Yokomoto, the section overseer, the project
oversee}". T asked, "We are too farfroTIl the job, aJ1d I get trLlck ..
What going g(~t? What my truck going get if I bring my trllck and
brirlg 'elndown? I cannot a.fford· wi thmy truck price. " Said,
"WeI 1 , £i-1'5t time, use your tTuck alld free of service,- gasoliI1e,
everything for tinlebeing." We wellt over there . After that, tIley
give us the big truck forme to d.rive. Go and COllle 11011le, go. and
come hanIe; like tI1c:-tunt.il 1948. I stay there UI1til 1948.

So frolll 1948, Iny last job is this Kunia Road. YOlI kll0W, from
Kipapa, froIllllp to Kunia Road. Past the Army carrqJGver there_.
You know wllere the in.tersections to KUllia and to Kenl00 .Farm?
Al)out there. l)]lti 1. to tIle gate . The gate of Kunia sid~. rrh.en
happcnt11ey ask al10ut citizenpeople, eh. So Twas not citizen
yet, so they take me out froTH the job, because I am alien'. So
frolll the 1"e, T come l)ack to this farnl.

PL: OIl ,when did you have this faJl11 then?

JT: 1946.

PL: 1946.

JT: This one IS 1943.

PL: Oh, you \vas \vorki ng here 1943?

J]': Ye.ah, bllt' I was working for outside. I just get my pau hana time
over here and Saturday and Stmday.

(InteY·ruption. Tal)ing resumes.)

J1': You mean to say in '46, I have this one .... '46, I open this.
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PL:, Eh, how did yOll sta.rt all t}lis faYlll job?

JT : Oh, I Ie arn. I s a\" the j ob. This guys Japaneemaking mOIle.)! from
this kind, ·YOll know.,

PL: Who's that guy?

JT: George. I TIleall Tanabe. tv1r .. Tanal)e, the olel niall, then 'George after.
When ,the old nlan make, George take 'em, eh. So I figlrre, I look
at his crop outlet-.--Goes to tIle Mainland, eh. And all Filipino
worker, he can get. I think if I rill1 tIlis kind as 1 kll0W about
lalld, work in the land, if I have this kind farm, I can pick up
Filipinos, too, eh. For work, because I'm good to every Filipinos,
too.' Visayan, Ilocano or Tagalog. No such thing 110 more Filipill0S
no like me. The \rvay hO\rv I stay \rvith them before until 110\v.

So I start this 9ne' here. And then I come l~P over llere 1946.
1'}le first strike, I open this over Jlel~e. The mOlley' to be. 1)ril1g to
t}le Philippine Islanc.l all brol<e over here because no can g,o home
already. Sally married. I like take tllem home when lJefore they
ma.rried, see, 'as what I figure wi th my, money. Bllt when two of
tllem get married over here , I spend my money on the farm. Because
I figtlre no can go home a~lready;;

Sf: And 1 know that tl1.at business is rnaking money IJccalIse no more
competition. Only Tal1abe.I-Ie was alone before. rfhen when I come
illside, me' cln.d hiln. Get' the bigger area, see. Now he lose hi~

one. SOlllelJody get 'em.

I)L: How many acres did you start with?

J1' : These two aCI"es in the b'eginning. And then after this.~..

I)L: ,Where is that land from?

~rf: ... th:is 011e froln Bishop, \~e 11, I)lantation. ';Waiallla Plantation,
but 'as Bisll0P Estate land. Lease by the plantation an.d then the
plantation sublcclc;e tome. From 1943, until IIOW. 'fhen I figllre
OlIt, 1943, in 1945 t}YlS thing over11cre give TIle three t110usand
sOTIlcthing. J\lst nlY pall 11ana al1d Sllnday a'nd Sat1.1rday .. ' So I figure
.l told iny w~irc, "I~f ~r have three thollsand in two acres in the
I)rice before, 23¢ a IJOLUlcl,what ITIOrC if we get tell acre? What
~oocl \ve go i ng get if we get ten acre? Fill plellty vacant over here.
PICllty Califa 111'i a grass over l1ere. I go allover t·here. All get
bank, eh. )'01.J Cell1 tell that tllat was taro IJatcll l)cfore, but only
grass now because 110body cultivating the lal1d.• " So T told my wife,
"More better 110 go home already. \Ve stay ]lere." I open t11is one.

'I go to tlle owner, Mr. Awai. "I like lease this one." Said,
"Okay, I give you one year to clean it, then tlle following year, 'as
when you 'pay hundred dollar .... $25 one acre lease."
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PL: One year?

JT: Yeah., one year. Before in tIle beginning that. And then I figure
plellty gu.ys, plenty working people '. ell. So after this, I clean up
this one. I go up agai·n. I go lip again. I get. vacant again over
there. I open again. I plant this one o\rer t}lere. After planting
tIlis, I niove up tllere. After plallting tIle ot1ley aIle, I move, move,
move llnti 1 I }lit below the courtll0use. l'wo sides of the big
ditch.

l'hepake surprise (at) me, you kBOW, that pake over there. "f-Iey,
what kiJld style?" I said, "Filipino style-.-"-Because after I cut
the top, eh, arld I dig 'enl wi th the shovel, eh. Fron1 there, I soak
do \\111 , )rea11, tIle11 after soakillg dO\vll , plant. Plarlthasu. TIle pake
laugh. '" As 110t the way how .. " I saitl, "How?" Saicr;"You kno~
after digging yo~ make 'ern soft until tIle d.eep tllat the hasu can
go. Because you no can. take the hasu l)umbye." I said, 'Why?"
"rroo harel." "J3ulnby~, papa, bumby2' Now' the maill thing is to plallt
hut I figure if I go make 'ern soft ,,y-i tIl tIle malley, l)ymoney power,
I gOillg lose all lTI)l money. And 110 more coming yet.

PL: flow man.Y people did you hire to \A/ork for yOll?
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JT: Samet imes Waialua people . T-en. You' know, foy the first strike
ill l\Taiallla, 'as when I open this. Sometimes ten, 15 people.

1'L: So ,,\That year was that?

JT: 75¢ OIle hour. 1946, yeah. I =figure, "No worry, papa, T know.
I thin.k I l<now, l)ecause no sense we make 'ern soft now and then
the digger ...... bumbye, wIlen t}lis thing give me the crop for' the money,
'as when I dig 'em soft. Make 'em soft." I said .. Helclugh
at me, 'you l<no\v, but when I dig, was raining today. I ~aid,
"Ell,. two CClltS a pound. I give two cents a pound.. " He try go
dig. Dig, d.ig, cl.ig, dig. "I-lard, eh? PoloIoi, you." '.As true.
It's hard., because only eight jllChcs t~get i11 the begillning a.nd
the hasll c'an' go (lOWll 24 inclles. But no Tllore grass already, no
nlore-:-'--'-So I tolcl the pake, "Papa, you watch .. " VVherl we was digging
SOTI1C across l1is llouse--rig-llt across his hOl15e, 11e lal1gh, "no call
take the }lasu." "No, can, papa, can." Then the pull'er start coming
home because'-no can stand' al ready. Hard.

1'L: \Vllat yOll mean by "l)llller?"

JT: 'fhe l)llllcr of the 11asu, the digger. No can. No can lllake m011ey.
rr"lO cents a pOulld.--rI1en I said, "Okay, I give you fouy centsapoW1d."
Yeah, try again. Four cents. Still no can make money. I give
five cents' a POtllld. Still they squawk. I give ten cellts a pound.
Good, yOll kno\\7. Pick IIp all thepLllapula so I know \\Tl1ere to plant.
IllatvJay, tllatJneans tIley llave to dig,' even, you see. That way
is making soft my area.

So I pay ten cents. Make good mOIley, tIley happy. But the lTIOlley
is not from my pocket. 'As from my bagasse. 'As from the hasu.



Bccallse I'ln 110t payil1g thern the haStl that 1 got if 110 more hasu.
So hard ground is diggillg and maITrig- soft TI1Y area. Because --iF-I
going make 'em soft before I plant, I going rilll short. I going lose
all my Inoney. And no Illore for theptllal)lfI a bLllnbye. I figure that
~dca. So the man like my money, lIe going dig 'em. I-Iegoing dig
, eIn.

El'~DOF SIDE l'lVO; 1'f~E II 1- 26 -1-76
SIDE ON'E; 1'APE #1-27-1-·76

PL: ... P-roj cct 'one, tap~ 27, session one wi th Mr. Jose Tantog. Okay,
Tat.a , you can contlllllethenabotJt, yOll know ....

JT: Yeah, that'one over there.. Tllat way when the pake see that hasu
all out, eh,"I--Io\\Jcan t}lCy---yOll get strong hand; eh .. " I said;
"Yeah. Strong l1an.d they get." But 'the ten cents strollg to me
because tIle I)Cople, tl1ey try their best to make TI1011ey, becallsc the
soft place is on.lyone cents a pound. But I gave them ten cents
rrhat's \vh'y' tlleywork. rrhe reason why I make thtl.t, becalise if I
spen.d Iny own money for make' em soft, I TIe> gOi11g get ellough.
1 no gOiIlg get enoug}l, I know, because that way, yOll l1ave to dig
with a shovel. But if I have the crop inside and give hinl a good
nrice. the cro'o wil1. nay 11im. 'As what I fiQure. So I end lIP tIle
fol10~ing cropi all soft~ already. So froID' th~re,again, I mov~ all
over the side until I get about ten acres that time.

PL: Are these al] lease la.nd· or did YOll buy soule?

J1': Tn the hcg'iI1ning, 'as IllY lease, bl.It I l.Jought about sev·en acre fronl
thern a1 ready.

PL: ()h, you bOllg1l t ....

JT: Seven to eight acres.

PL: I-Iow muell d.id you' buy foy an. acre?

t.Jr: Oh, SOlne is .... allnost tl1e two acres there 1S ten tllollsand dollars.
(we r here the four acre incll.1ding tax is rnore. l'wenty sOTIlcthing
th()U~anli dol1ars. On]y this one there humbug. 'rhis one here.
BeCDUSC they know w}lat is this, eh. So T get the house oV'er there.
]'his is cost rorty-eight thousand. Me and nlY boy' cOlnlJine because
r no TIl0re enough lnolley for tack 1C' that, bCCClllSC I gOi11g make Iny
house 011 tIle other side. So I told my hoy, "Stay w.i th TIle and lIS
t\\To'guys blly the Jand over 1181'c." So for Iny 01rVT1 only from tllis
one only, T get almost eight acre. Mi11C onc.

'leah, and t11Cll from that side 110\\1, I retire, I gi\T8 to 111)r bO)T,

my oldest 'boy. 'As alright. I \\fork for my cllildren. They get
enough for work already. I think .... afterall, my boy said if we
have to add some more places, it's 'them to move al ready, becal~se

I cannot., I J10 like. I'm makul~.. I 'm 71 now. I no like move
in th'ere a1 ready.
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PL: So w}10did yOll sell the, you know, hasu?

JT: This aIle is ...

PL: ~o, before, who did you sell it to?

JT: I'm sellin'g tllat i11 the beginnillg to Yanlake over 11e1'e, no. A11d then
I figure, tIle Ll'linaman, too, tIle sJlippers to Mainland. So before
from the begiru1ing until a'boLlt 1969 .... ' 69" ... '65 to '69. Before
but--- -,no, Mr. Kenned)T was .kill ed in 1963. AroLmd that time, our
11asu al ways come down froln thi rty .... every week, come dOWll one CeJlts,
c'olne down. I end IIp to 16¢, 12¢ a pound. ,Because we llsingage11t
now. \Ve give to the agellt, to tIle shipIJer, like that.. So, I figlIre,
how illa1ly years I break even. I break everl, no can. Sometimes I
l)orro,v from the bank for continued expense for to continue the
l"llnnillg, eh. So \vell, I think this one here.

So one tilTIe 11appetl I was asking the bllyer- - Lill lVell Yllen Compally-­
"HOlVYOll Sllip )TOllr 11asll?" He said, ''No, I cannot tell YOlI. TIlis
is secret, military secret." I said, "Okay." A11d then, well, how
can lve d.o now this one? So I pick up all this--Yamake, Waialua,
Ala 1'.10ana Market, tIlis prodllcers, and I get Waialua producer.
SanlC thiIlg. Every.week come dOWll. Every "\leek COllIC down. I no can
rna](e JllOney. I nlake·little bit, 110 I110re tIle }larvesting time yet,
gone again. So we no can do this.

So nineteel1 tIlat is when I observecl ill that )/ear, no. And tllCTI
this nineteel1 that was 1957 wIlen, I went to the Ivtainland toobseyve
how tJ1C bllS iness a'ver t}lere, }"OU kno1v. Bllt I get one mell .receiving
a cropo\rer there already. Becallse in.... that Tnan wIlen I get tl1ere,
I thillk Sunset Ill~U ranee, I baug}1t insurallcefrom him b~fore. So
I as'k h,im, "Wllat can you tell me about out let of my crop foy my
farm? I don't have the right olltlet for Illy farlu. I got alnlost
ten acres of plant,and Ino can make money with that kind hasu."
I-Ic said" "YOll wait. I will give you address, 'give your name-;--
give ,111 iJlfo11llation to thenl about how mue}l acre )rOll get, about how
ffluchprod,uct crop you get, how you ship if you like ship, how ffillCh
the price, what qual ity you ship, if you kIl0\v how to s}lip. I like
that info'nnatioll fron1 'you therl I like go send to the (:hines~ Chambers
of ConUllCrC(~ and the!l I 'will tell theln to write to you." So I
said okay~. ()ka)', I giv'c, I COlllC 1101l1C.. I figure all tIle boxes,
the cont~Lillcr, \\:hat size, 1vhat si:c of hasll to he sent, bccallse
I learn fronl the China picking hastl froTIline, eh. So I go ship the
same. But the nrice, we don't know becallse he said, "lnilitary
secret, 'ieh. So I got tl1e box, T gl~t evcl)lt}yi ng . The's i ze
of the box alld 110W I· pack, then I give to tIle O1inaman. The age1lt
of the 'iIlsllrance. So l1e said, "Is this all?" I said, "Y'"es." "So
T selld this over to the Chinese Ll1ambersof 'Comnlerce in Mainlalld.
And the11 I'ro not too sure, but I believe some of theln will call you."
,So I wait while he send around:, I wait over here.
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'rhen this maJlcall, Mao FUllg\ COlllpan)T ,Grant Avenue in San Francisco.
He call me and 11e write to me a] 1 \"hat hc hear froln tllC Ch i11cse
Chamber of Commerce. So that was trutll, yeah. And thell we start
t11e bus l.11eSSand 11e ask me how mue}l tIle price. I told hilTI 26¢.
(Lallghs) 26¢, yeah. But they shipping forty cents already.
So tIllS IJake" he buy frOTIl nle two thousand, three thousand pO'und
ever.y vJeek,-ell, yeah. l'wo thousaIld, three tllousalld.. New Year
tinle, four thOUSCl11d pOlUld.. Keel)' em running because sOlnetilnes
over here'sOTIletilnes come dOWll 15¢, 16¢. So I jllst feelllappy allo11t
the 26¢. ·But this guys, T j an1 thenl up because tlley S11i.ppilig forty
cents ,maylJe or rnore . 'As \vhen the story COIne beca.use tI1CY no
carl sel1tlleir' hasunow. Because of me.

PL: Oh, yOll was sell ing too low ,ell? \

JT : Low. But W}10' sbeen tl1inkirlg that. Because when this Serebano-­
you know Serebano, by Waialua Beach Ro·ad?

PL: MhTTI.

Jrr: 118 11as haStl, little bit 1135l1, too. I-Ie give tot}le pake, ell.
But he stopped bU)Ti'ng overhere because tIley cannot sell over
there, yeah.' So tllepake COTI1C to Inc, tIle one whonl I ·sold. 'my hasu
in the begin11il1g. Said,- "I-Iow conle you sell your ha5u like tFlat?"
Said, "Yeah, yea}l." This two guys caIne to me over-here, Serebano
Cl11d hirn. Saili," ~As not the 'vay 110W. Why 'YOll make 'em like that?
You jalTI us 111),"he said. I said, "No. If T jam yOll up, you the one
hiding the secret. I ask 'you first time, I like go even with you.
YOll no lik~. You said nlilitary secret. For get mad, }'OU have
110' 'right to get lnadwith me. I a.sk you first. But you 110 like;
yeah. And then if I'm givillg---if you sa'ying tllat nlY price is
jllst little bit Inorc thaI1 the giv·.ing .a\vay, still you 110 can mad
at 1ne. If I give tllat one away wi t110ut ITIOney, I 'm the boss.
Yea.h." .

(Lallghter)
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JT': "'{Oll h:lve no right to get JTIad at Ine. In. the begi11ning. I ask you.
You ~aid Inili tary secret. And then I sell 'em at Iny price, al1(l
if }'OU get Tnac} at Tne, the seune \\IUY, you no more right. If T give
th.is one to the pake, it's rny busiJ1CSS. Without money, you not
the boss. T'm tlie 1)05S. " So they go hOlTIC, they go 110Ine. rrllen after I

that COlne good, good, good to me, eh .. OkelY , I sel1 'enl to this
IJake over here, LiTl Wen YUC11 • .I gave 'em. "But m'y price nOh', not
)TOllr price., yeall." Then said, "()kay. 'As how nO~J. I h,uy you."
Ok3Y· .

l\lll1 then t}1C troub1 c agaill j s thi Salle. Came out 1ike this, you
kllOW. Long bighasu, )TOU kno\v. lIe cut .. (Long pause \vhilche
demonstrates something.) "Wllat is that?" Said, "No call, 110

call. Not qualified to go." T said, '''~Vhy?'' "Yea}l, no good 'as
why." "Okay." Because \ve dOI1't, eh..Okay , T jllst watcll that Olle.
And then they k'ecp on going again. What happen was he was cuttil1g
good one. Alld tllen just because }le Cllt 'em a1 r'cady, he threw !down



and condemn, eh. I said, "fiow a.bout this one?" "Yeah., was good,
but 1 already cut." Said, "\Vhat? You thillk---you nlean to say lTIy
hasu is only for try?" Oh, boy, I was mad over here.. 1 go grab
tIlebox from l1im and halfway of tIle box, stick DIy hand illside
the box. I twisted .emaIl aroul1d. Come tOYll into (Tape garbled).
I said, "This damn thing all soft. Your neck is soft to PlIIl out.
You better beat it away from here!" But I got all the/three thousand
pound. And allTIOst five hund'red pound (thrown) away already.
Comderrm already. I said, "No call tlljS kind. We no can d.o business
like this. We going (lie. We gOi11g die frOIn our idea to live."
I told tl1is pake. "No can. Stop that. Pau. I no like sell.
You better go .. }lOine. now." So .the two brother sitting .down over there
outsid.e. 1'hey only get two crates. And almost five hundred pound
comdemned hasu over here,. Ohohoho!. No, no.

jviy wife said, "Well, what you gOiIlg (10?" I salO, ".1"('·s betLer to
10se that than to lose t}lat alld they make TIl0ney froln tllat. More
better do tl1at \Vay. 1'11rOhT ' elTI inside the patcl1." Okay, they stay
over tllere. But 1:lley stay 'waiting for tIle inspGctor ,Mr . Ching .
Mr. Chin.g came over here. l1e said, "How? Plenty for crate."
'As what' the inspector said. I said, "Yeall, Mr. Ching. Before
we have---well, I give you the story. I want you to tell me exactly
wha't 's the quali fied hasll of this one to the ~1ainlalld. Wllat is the
percentage tJlat is condenlned about? Because this one is cond.emned
already." He said, "Pau, this one no can kaukau. No can ship to
the Mainland M " "'Will-yollte llnleholN lTIlICh, what percentage is
t.hjs 110\v tllat is COndeTIlJled for Mainland?" So he look, look
ovet there. Said, "Maybe aTolmd ten percent or maybe five percent."
You sec. ','I-Io\v abollt this one, Mr.Chillg?" I pick tIp one, eh.
Sa)r, "()h )7Cal1." rrhen I pick IIp one joint again. "How ab,cut this
oJ1e,·,~llr. Chillg?" . "Yeah." He look the ptlka like that. No lTIore 110tlliJlg
\vrong, eh. "Can. " "Oh, W]1Y yOtl nla'ke like:tllat 110\v? ~Vh)'? I collect
again to, thepake, because you was here yet. Never go hOJlle yet.
"Vh)' yOll make me that? You don '. t kl10W t}lat I 'm sweating off for
that stuff a11d that you just make 'em like that. You kTlav, IlIO more
hasu for y.ou know." I told 'em, "From now n.o more has~ for you."

So T told. Tny wife, "More better T go to the Mainland." She we.!!
tell mc, "YOl.l go? I-Iow can? rrhe Chinese will-·--you think the Cllillese
man \vj 11 1istcn to YOll?" "Why not? Sometimes, yeah. Maybe I no
can ta lk haole talk, Inaybe, over there, bllt 1'11 try to go."
Said., "No-~h-Ines,e. Chinese. More prejudice the businesslnan
Clyjn.cse; all Cllincse, Chinese, no THore. They no like other people."
I said., "\Ve11, that, I no believe tllat killd. l'hat's l)llllshit.
Look 110W ill CIlina. From 1931 they fightil1g, who t]ley fig11t?
111ey no (fight) Filipill0. l'hey fight theChille_se over there.
Blillshit. If you treat them good,. it's good. But if you treat
tl1enl I21lau~ -·even }~our brotl1er, he no like you. I will try go
there. Tbring all the lTIaps. All my lease land, brin.g 'ern with
TIle. " (Lauglls) I said. I go see tIlis guy this Mao :Fung Company,
the one I 'm shipping. I 'In, 1 tied IIp because I no call. I 'm supposed
to send a.bout .. '... I get plenty hasu' that time, eh. I suppose to
go out plenty, you. know. At leas~five thousand a week or better, yet.
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PL : Five thousa11d pOllnds, you mean?

JT: Yeah. So my wi fe said, "Okay, you go.," Wh:en I went over there,
I told my wife, "What yOll ship? Keep on shipping until it stops.
Becaus'e I going be the're in the store wi thou.t introducing lnyself.
I wateh how tl1e bus iness go.' .. Yeah , fifteen cr~tes, they are
150 pound crates, box yet on the l)oat. No ]flOre plane. yet that time.

So when I reach over there, every rrhllrsday, reach, the }lasu over
there. I st.and right by tl1e side. l'hey don't know w}lolam,
thOllgh. Three weeks I stay over tl1ere. Every l'hllrsday, I stay
over there, wateh. They l1l1load the haS11 , eh, the lJox. You China
Pllll one box, sit down like that '5it a.oWn on the box. 1'he guys
corne Ilcxt, pull the box, sometimes one,. two box left there. The
rest, a1.1 occupied already. I figure I go work until pau, eh.
rrhen no lnore one hour from the time, a~lgo out. But my price
i s only 26¢.

PL: And ·ll0W ml.1c11 tIley 1vasbllying there?

LTT: I c.ion'tknow. I don't see tIle bill, l-,ut if fresh, that Ineans will
be cheaper, too, but he get the lJigger the share 'calIse he 110 like'
go without his share, too, ell. But wIlen I went to the stalld, the

'011e brokeIl~kind like this long, 110 more joint, no more the knot,
reCldy forrn)T pig, yeah,68¢ a pou.nd!

(I)L laughs)

4-JT: l'hat was standing, tile whole piece like that, 85, eiglyty cents, '
one pOllIld. Hoo ! rrl1e Q9ke come riCll from' my hasu. So I 110 open
TI1Y DIOllth tIle re, right there. No, I no open IllY mouth. I wai t
a110ther ·one ITIOre wee.k ~ I gollome Sacramento with my sister.
1nen Thursday lnoming, I come d01m to San Francisco, yeah.

When I reach t}lere about lO 0' clock, the hasu come ill, eh. I knq\v
iny ha.su, I know my lJOX . When I left over 11er-c', T know all evcrythirlg
bel01ig'--to Tnc, eh. I-Joo! Sometirrles no TI10re one hOllY, 15 crates
go. 'Yeah ,yeah. Nld the price over there. 1nat every other day
they trinl , 'as what thepake sai d. l'11e one the store mall, eh, they
trim. Look fresh cut . EVery otller day, thin kind aJld tIle hasu'
come short like th~is already. .And 58¢ a pound. OIl boy, the-paxe
CaDle ri eh fT·om my hasu. Bllt' as <II rigl1t . SOTIleday.s. ---

So the last \\·cE.'k, I sa\\" 110. lllore! So ask t11e \~;orkers ov-er tl1ere
"Tho is the prodllcers over 11ere. I-Ie look at me, yOll k110\v. I-Ie thought
I ,vas crook. 1~11at' s what t 11ey tl1il1k, I am crook, eh. '1Vho?"
I saic.i, "l'he produce lnan. \vho is doing the blI)Ting?" Said, "Stay
insicle office." "I wanted to talk to hilTI bllsiness, you know. If
}le has the time. Anyway, jus t let him know that 011e man wallted
to talk bllsi11ess from Hawaii." Saicl, "No, no, no. I tJ1.ink ....
what kind yOll get?" I said, "1'lris kind." "No, no ,no. " He know
that he get plenty, eh. "No, no, no. We got in I-Ionolulu. Good
kind-, big kind. Look!" Pake never know that that was my own.
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(LaLlghter)

JT: But I have 11is letter, you know. I said, "Yea11, I know that
'YOll get good hasu from Hawaii, bllt I want to talk to 11im bllsiness
about this kind stllff." Said.; "No, no, no. I know my boss no
like already." "Okay,. I want talk to him al)out this kind hasLl
because this hasu is mine." Look at TIle. "'As YOllI's'?" I said, "Yeah,
'as mine I'm -11ere to stop.. '.As \vhy I'm }lere. I like talk to hiln.
1 come .l1ere to stop \vi th you guys. And close up anel tell you that
I will stop for I can. see sornebody 'who can afford to bll)! my hasu.
Okay?" "~Va1.t, hTait, wait. Go inside tl1ere." He ask tIle boss,
eh--Lee,tllenmne. "Oh., Mr. Lee said how he would kno,,,, that you
are the aMIeI' of the hasu?" I said, "Here. This letter to me.
Is t.}1is not Mr. Lee, lliemanager of this?'; Said~ "Yeah, yeah, yeah.
()kay, okay, okay, okay." 11e b'ring me in the o'ffice no\-v. Now I
going choke you over there. I going open up mine alread)!. After
I'nl acccJ)tecl over there, I'm going give 'elTI a full blast over tIlere.
Long tinlC I giv'c' him 23¢. So when I went over there, said., "Oh,
Mr. Tantog?" Said, "Yeah." "00011. Sit down. Sit down over there."
l'hen talk story. "Anyway," theI)ake told me , "sUllJrisedlne that. you
COJlle faT' bllsilleSS\vhen we are dc-alil1g already." .Said, "Yeall, because
1 ."vant to tell in front of you tIle situations of nlY rUJllling over
there. If we run like this all, tlle time, mayl)e yOll 1l1aking mOlley

. but Igoillg stDll the busil1ess. Bllt before I stop, I \-\Till try you
first, before 1 go try somebody else. Our price is only this one.
Yeah ,and then to nlC before I left in I-Ia,~aii, the price that I know
is tIlis price. rrhat this price in the long run, I going get my
share. l'hat is my price. 1)0 'YOll know tIle pr'ice? lVhattlle price?
Well, T'll.tell you. But the price that Ifigllrc, I kno,v that ~

can get Inille and YOll ca11 have yours, too. It's IIp to you to TIm

)lOllrs over l1ere, bllt mines O]le is important because I' III gOi]lg.
T have to get Jny'share in order to keep on gOiJlg. ·Yea}l." "',As
alrig11t. You can tell Ine how much the price and I will ,listen.'~

I said, "My price is 45¢. That 45¢, maybe I can get eight cents
or seven cents a pound. l'hat way is better than I have to borrow
all the titne from the bank to sllpply you. .And no come back nothing.
No sense I SU,PI)ly 'when I 'rn drawi11g some money over there and put
me in the hole. I want t11ebus i11CSS will give nle the money to
nlove foy you. Yeah." "So no prohlem. Let's see tllat. No problem.
Silnpl e. Give' em to Tne." In that case, witll01lt paper. No
proJnj 5~ory. "But T know yOll are j n the bllsiness for a long time.
My 1)usil1ess is only from 1943. Yea}1. 13l1t I know how to keep yOti
1011g t inle. And Jua"ybe I hope you kll0W, too. For TI1Y s j de, I going
be hOI1est to you, withoLlt 11aper. Vvhat I say, what T'ln telling you
now, T gOiI1g be honest to )TOU. I \vill promise. I f anything wrong
of the crop that I'm sending to you, you give me the amount,"
I told.. "YOll give me the amount how much; approxilnatel)T how much.
Becallse I kno\v hasu special. And tIlen, I \.vill replace that. I
d011 't want' yOll to pay me, that tIle one YOlI payi11g is \\forking yOll
do·wn." Then I told 'ern, "If I .... 1 going be honest with you.
If anything wrong '!\lith my crop, you have to let,'me know. Beca.use
wherl the hasu 1eave over there, I always can tell t.hat this is
little bi't no good, this is good. I no guarantee everyone but just
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let In e know what is tIle trouble or how Jnany pOUJlds, yeall. Bllt 011
your side, I dOll' t know if how l)ecau~~ if you d.o honest to me, yOll
will be the Olmer of ill)! ten acre land. No other buyers I going take.
Only YOlI. You TIllIS t thi11k 0f that. Because if you geiJlg cl"ook me
one thousand l)ounds, two thousand dollars, five th.ousal1d," I
said to him, "that's all you going get. Al1d I going get another man
Qesides you- that you no can taste that llasu from me. At least you
have to bllyfrom that guy. Tllat is wha-r-r-w~ant you to do." So,
"Yeah, yeah."

So for siIlce tIle time until now, only aIle time he sent me, "I'm
sorry to 'infonn you, "My . Ta11tog ,this crate, this" llllffiberofcrate ,
I lose about 45·percent." But before this thing go, me and my wife
was,laLlghing at the hasu. Said, "More better no send that. "
~J \Alife, "Why?" "ThlS one 110 good. ""What's the matter? HO'''1 '''Ie
know that they feel no good? Maybe they fe~l .good."

CLaugllter)

Jr : Sllye GTlOllgh, the 1etter corne. "E}l, ~1r·. Tantog, 1'111 sorry to
infollTI you tIlis but this number of crate about 45, 47 percent, I
lost rnoney 0]1 that." Okay, one box now, 45 lost, eh. I send 'em
one box. 71 'Dollnds renlacemellt. Not 47 nowld.. I gave him one
crate replace~ent of that. That '5 why }le.l no runaw~y' from me.
\\hen I said sometimes he owe J11e ten thousand dollars, ell" Ranloll
my boy, lle scared already. J3l1t I said, "No scared. tIe gOillg crook
you t}le ten' thollsand (dollars)'? Not OIlly onet'l1ol1sancl llnti.1 the
end of Otlr farn1. Not Ollly ten tll0usand dollars l1e going earn.
Yeah. lie flO going get one pound froIn me. Oh boy. One time
onl)l,t·wo tl10usand, ten thousan.d one day after another. One day
skip another. 'TIle money come ill, see. You scared, no good. You
scared ofbusiJleSS, no good. '[hey know we got a big supply and they

. no call hi t. How many people get in this kind area over. here?
Only me and this Kunihiro. So if you (they) going lose "me,
where they going? He gOi11g cry up. That's why he got to watch
because I 'm watching.. " Yeah.

PL: Oh, so you still selling your hasu to tha,t guy tllen?

PL: l'i1l I10W?

J'f; Yeah. Till n01\T. And then tbe sittlatiollS ill the labor over here,
I no go already. I just. write to hiITI. I think you lleard about
labor sitllatiol1. No'" I come IIp seventy cel1ts. Last year, I come
up 75¢. \7ea ]1. TIlis )'ear, I gonl; COIne up five cents Inore. Eighty
cents a pound. NovI my price from the beginning., until to the end.

Everl Yalnake O\Te1" here. I told this Yan1ake, "Yanlakes all , you price
before September, thirty cents. Fifteen of September, 28¢. About
ending part of Septern.ber, 26¢. October come down to 18¢ and thel).
how come .he make like that?ft Said, "Oh, too much now, tIle people
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got tired." 1 said, "Yeah. But here, fran Septenlber, supposed to,
be 1Olv. I n1ean, low because plenty. But endi11g part of tIle
harvesting, that' 5 wllcrl the big demand come. \Vhy comes way do\\!n?
You the dllC makfng money. If yo'u, like to deal tlliskind.... now ;
~o nletrlis is DIy style. Instead of l)ringing up tIle price wIlen
uemtuld is n.pproac,hillg whether it's comillg,u,p, ,I 110 d.o that.
ButfrOITI ,the begilill irlg to the CIld, if you like that way. If' )TOU

110 like, no. push yourself. I go get tIle other guy, buyer. So
, }lowmany years now, . five,sevcn years now.

~,1y price from Sc'ptember until IJ~lU, this Wai'cllua, Ala Moana Market,
eh, theJ'apa11ee guyprocluc,er over here, he said, "EIT, Pere,"
"lVhat?" "Tod.ay 22. I thillk next week, maybe twenty.'· I said,
"No; no, no ." Said, ttl like t\vO tl1011sand pOllncls." I saicl, "Y~c:all,

t\vO tholl~~and lJOll11d. is okay. rfhrec t11ou.sal1d. it's okav .. but you said
this week is 22 and" next ~eGk is what? T1\1ertty·." Said: "'{ea,h."
Said, "No, rlo,ino . Before you go, we split, Inyprice no\v is 34¢.
r[he first tiTne yOtI buy from me 34¢." But IsoldYalnake34 that tinle.
'As when }le jllrnp up,you lmo\v. 1 said, "Not 22¢.~1y price is
34 (¢) . You like lJ1ly, you think yOll call TIlake l1l011C"Y, you lJuy. If
you no C3J1 Inakenl01ley, do not l)uy. B'wnl)ye you go l)roke ,yeah . 'As
In)! IJrice, 34¢." He said, ~'How'come come up?" I said, No, no.
No come IIp. rrhe sanlC price. If you like, you lJuy that. I deliver
that." "I like t",,~o thousan4 "POU11ds." I sald, "I-~no care if yOll
] .ike fivethousalld pound. So long as )701] give me t'irnc to ptll1.
But the price, T no can give that. YeaI1." "Bllt'yOU cleliver, eh?"
I go, "Yeah, I go deliver." "I'll try one hundred fifty p01lnds."
"()kcly, pa)T how TIluch?" "Hu:ndrcd fj ftypound.s ." "Ok3Y, when you going
conle?" Said, "No, yOlldeliver." ,Said, "Yeah, I deliver. Scv'cn
l1undred to 011C tl1cUSa"nd, I deliver. But only hl111drcd fifty pOlmds
yOll CaIne up. rrhe same 'p:rice. 34." "All, more better nlake two
thousand. ,pounds tl1en. 1'hendeljver?" I said, "Okay, tvvo thousa-nd
pOUIlds . " rfh:i s guy smart gllY.

If "l'rnnot hard- head, yeah,~Iul~~ like all these Filipinos .... "Oh
yeah, }Ycah." rrhey see ot}ler nation, another nation lallgh at them
and they acllnirc already, yeah. No, I no. treat this guy. Once
)TOU p la)r good to tllCll1, they t1"Y cockaroach you hy giving yOll t11e
~ln il c, you k110\,v. But not TIle. ~1Y"-1)rl cc"ls "price. "] no care \vho.
Chinese, ,Japallc~e. 1 110 care who. But if I giv,e, I gi vc. 1'hat
is clifCercnt. 1 give froIn TI1Y heart, I giv'e. I let you cat what
r S\\Tcat up over here. T'Ill ll<lpPY to get SOlne for YOll to eat. But
h'hen the bus~incss CaIne, no SlICh tIling snrile \~lle]l yOtlbring Inc in ..

BecaLlSC SOlne Filipinos over here, they say, "I-ley, here the hasu like
abayabay over here. Hey, t11cre the hasu. Ncllne tIle bll)Ter, " the)'
S~11d.--~rlle)7 scale the hasl1. Tl18}T n~aY1(fhc box. T'hcn filld Ollt the
n~lll1C. rnlCY jllSt look th-e-box. rrl1at's cO\\Tard that. I said, "No\v
crraj)c garbled) Sety there, lv-hat are ~you doing? ~Vho is selling tI1e
hasll?" "Me." Bllrot guy. Said, ''Me.'' Said, ''Well, .if you're
sel-l-"ing tI1e hasu-,-'rVho wi "1 1 scale )rour hasu?" So, "Figllre out,
lnark the'1ox-.'-'-·"You bllllshit, that. YOlI'!gO dOWll Sll!Jel11larket al1d
scale yourself. rrhey allow you. Same tllil1g, too, this one l1ere.
If )rou do t]1e sellillg, you do tIle scaling. Not the buyer."
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Say, "Yeall, but the bo·x .... " "Ok3Y, get the nCllnber. You CCl.ll rea.d
t11e l1uInber over t11cre. Do you believe that it is the weight?"
Said, "I think sobecalJse ... '." '~0, no, no. You know this people,
tlley going get high fever if the)T no can cheat you. Yea11. "You
better look, 'butyou know why .... " I tOlll him. "I ffia'ke 'em· atsuy
atsuy, yeal1. You know why, like us FilipiI1os, most, I ,kn01'" plenty
where· t.he ot11er guys give hilTI a good sweet sIni Ie that, '0}1,
tJ1:i.s is my friend.' Little more he take out his guts and. give ]1inl.
'As you, too .. 11

0 file, you scared h.im. fi (I) sa.id, "Why T scarcel him?:
"Yea}1, if you no scared,why not open your nlouth for your right?
Why? Ts that right to give me the thing over there without seeing
wi th nl)T two eyes? That's bullshi t . "

1'11 tel] yOll the story: l'hesegcIYs over 11cre was scaling over
here .. See, suppose to weigh the bag.' I see and then with the bag?
"~Vhy T10t wait after scali11g so we 118ve 110 trouble of bringing out
the net?" Saiel, "No, no, 110." Sllpposed to. Okay, he lun in
t11e ditch. 1'hat, ditc}1 over there. Soak the lJag like that.
I·Ie run.

err runs across rOOln. I-lis next \selltcnce isi·nalldible.)

J·1': rrhewater stayrunnil1g yet. r1'he water sta.y runnil1g. Oh, 38
110l1nds. rrhell I k.now, this ·kind galnble. I know this kind gamble.
1'11eSeCOJld box, he run to tIle ditch, soak 'em ill again. I reach
ovcr tllere. T said, "Wait." I step 011 tIle athol" elld of tIle bag,
T squeeze 'em out. "1 wallt the bag no drop the water l111til you
I~.9.!~- era te. ,Becallse i f'YOll scale tl1c bags \~i th the wat.er, b'y the
tirne }'OU cratc, tIle bag corne dl)'. You stealing IllY pound, Iny ]1aS1!.
I no ] ike that idea. 1 kl10W. You better no do that. I know
that you are scalillg the water. You think the water will stay th.ere
if you tell the water stay there until- pau scale? Pau load? No
can. YOll like IJiJy? Buy this way in good'way. You no like, I no
sell to you." rrhen what l1C said? "Okay, put that dry bag . I go
weigh 'em ·bumbye." That 'wa'y, yeall, that is fair. When~you scale
the dry one~after you load. u'p, y,ou scale, you can take ,your net.
And no water run away. "One I)Oun.d is one pOllnd." I told the.lJ!-k~_.

"()ne 110l.md is only one pOllnd." From fifty pound, one pound is
nothin.g. But j f fifty cents a pOlll1d, ever')' box fi fty cents. rrell
box,f-ive dollars already. By quitting, YOllcheat me five dollars
already. I 110 1 ike thatkinel clea1." So T told, "Enollgh." rrh,is
Tn.ar here. 1 s~].id, "Why ....you try scale. rroday, T going watch you.,
you know, now. I believe that you are l1ravc cnoughjf you can. tell
hinl. But if not, you are just as bad as those scared people."
T'm rnad, you kllOW.

PL: Ybll THeall t11ey scale, the bags .... they sea.1 c the l)ags wet?

J1: rrhe box. -Yeal1. On Iny side. Bllt T stoll that pa·ke. No Inake like
that bec3llse I know tl1:c running water in tIle baga.fter 'you scale
keep on runrlin.g, eh. So that way you going lose one pound or more.
Becallse he was running from the di tch and scale right away, eh.
So by that tjJne you fix the bags <Jfld then you fill IIp, by the time
you fill up the 'box, the water all go already, but you scaling.
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So when yOll scale, you take tIle scale when tIle water was there yet.
You take the weight when the water stay in the bag. Then ''\TIlen yOll
scale wi th the load, you take out 38 instead of 37, yOll lose one
pOUlld. So one pOUlld fifty cents. The boxes, ten pOUIlds. Ho,'\T ffillCh
is tllat? Five dollar. Only scalillg this is five dollars already.
I said, "No, papa, no. No make like that. I ,no like da kine."

!\nd then this Inar salO, "HOW comer" I sald, "Yeah, nO,believe -cna-c.
If that is t 11e weigllt of the box, \vhen he was ,scalillg himself that
box. Bvtn,ot you scale t}lebox. Not you th e one scale the box.
You scale the box yourself so' yOll know how TIlueh hasu you sold to
hinl. rrhat is the righ.t way, that. If you 110 going do t11at as
I going watch yOll, I' know you scared that paJee. You scared tl1is
gll~Y .. " Said, "I 110 scared nobocly .. " I said~o, no, no e I belieye
if )!OU can tell l1nn frankly in fr·ant. Then T can see with my t,,,,'o
e'yes. T go i11g be watelling for YOlI over there. I '11 see 11ow brave
you arc." I·Ie stay over there. First box, h,e fill 'CJl1 lII), yOll know.
Bllt abayabay 100kil1g at me because,!'! kno\\T I going watch you if
you -g:-O-:U1g openyollY mouth for that." Scale t}le box. After t]lat,
l1Ut do\v:n. After tllat scale put dO\ffi, he 110 scale the box. Bllt
llegot to scale, eh. The s econd~ box, he said, "Oh, , no, Mr. Lllm"
- -the one New Road guy-·-''Mr. Lum, what is the weight of t}1e box?"
fie said, "Oh, 28. So, "I \AJant to scale tIle l)ox and- see 'Alit}l my
two e·yes. That is the right way to do. So I oknow exactly my 113S1I

that is iTl the box." Say, "Well, I sealeal ready this." I sa~
"~Vel1, I do this to everybody. I lil(e scale that. I like kno\v
w,hether it is the rigllt weigh of the box, yeah." Okay, \ve scale
'en1. YOll know how much? rrwenty-six pound.

PL: Otlt of what?

JT: Out of the 28. So, two pound run away from TIle. Then every box
come IIp like that two pounds, ten box is twenty pound. '. Ten dollars.
Plus the profit when they all 'em up over there. Easy picking, the
ITIOlley, thf~se guys. You know what happen to this guy lmtil now?
f-Ie no bW £rol11 me.,

(Lallghter)

PL: llkaSr , do yOll l'emelnber a11Y floods like tl1at that,destroy YOllr crops?

J1': ()h yeah. rIhe floods ,no. Every ·year, we always get water over
here. 1944,' 45. Illis' 45, the biggest "vater, this '45. You know
that ba1d.11cad 1)] ace, T get OVCT there, all the hasllrllll. away to tlle
store. Bllt not that much damage. GI1ly bad ofthe flood when just
plant about one mon.th that the hasu is not }lolding tight yet lmder.
the!l it comes IIp and float andgo'a\vay wi tl1 t]1e water. Bllt if
alre21cly ge:t big leaves already, sta-y dOWll; no can go up. He no
can go up. That t S all the troub Ie on that.

PL: How about right now, how many people are working this place?

JT : I-n TI1Y place?
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PL: Yeah.

JT: Oh, sometimes ·three, sometimes four. That's all. Not much.

PL: f-Iow often do you dig up the roots like that? I-Iowoften you
harvest?

PL: On.ce a year?

JrT: Once a.year, and start by month of September and then sometimes
come up .to JaIluary, February.. That's the reason why I like this
kind, yOll know. Not like potato or swe~t potato or tomato like
that, becllls--stringbeans, like that, cllcurnber. No can beat tIlis
one. Bccallse this one, when the price is no good, 'you c<p1 lay 'em
on t11c gro,und fortlvo .months , th-ree months. No touch. You 110

can afford to bt.ly , leave that one on tIle groulld. When the full
blast, by tcTanuary-·--·from September, supposed to"pull September.
rrhen if 1101Jody like Se'ptember , October, or NovemlJer , December,
they OJlly like New Year, I still got hasu in here. rrhat' s the
percen.tage I 1ike. No too much lose. Yeah. 'As why good this
one. I like this kind.

PL: lVhat I tm~erstalld is you've been working most of your time here in
I-Iawaj i. Did )TOl1 find any time to have fun, like, you know, gOillg
alIt, have flIn, playing games?

TJ": Yeah, sometinlcs. I go downtown sometinles with my friends.' Go .
picnic sometilTICs. But most of my time is not ,much outside. I
stay il1 the farm since that time I ,"vas in t}1e fann. I lIb care what
tinlC, sametinles in the farm. I go for fun, but .... I ride taxi
without the man. I have no, company like'that, I ride tqxi from
Waia.llla, I-Ialeiwa. Was ,plen.ty taxi before , eh. But 110t 'so often
t'hough. Not too often I go. 1'hat' s a,ll. I play baseball. Before
T was little bityoUJ1g, play baseball, volley11all. But I concentrate
on TI1Y tinlC ill nl)T fcT1111. I always did. ll1ywork. While I was in the
I)]antatioll, I a]\Vays get potato, besides the cane field., like that.
My C<lne f.i eld. T a1wa.·ys get beans there, yOll know. I no can rlln
out of vegetable ...

END OF SIDE ONE; TAPE #1-27-1-76
SIDE nvo

PL: Oka)!, rrata, besides, you k110W, l)laying basel)al). like tllat., wllen
you had time, since YOll didrl't have mucJ1 time, what else did you
do? Did you go fishing or somethi11g like that?

Jrr: We go by hooki11g now. Small hook. Pick up 1imus like that.
That's all.

PL: !--low about diving? You cannot dive?

Sf: Divillg, you cannot.. That's why by my house, my next neighbor was
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bittell \vitll tIle eel. Because so dannl pIcnt)' Illculini under the
stonc, eh. lie like catell, but no more spear.- So lle just try
his best to eatch by hand. Just happell the eel was catching his
}laIld.

PL: Can you give me the reason why you cannot go diving?

Jr[: Because against the la-v;. '·As I-Iawaii law for us. That we caTlIlot
go diving.

PL: What y'caJ' was tha.t? Can you tell me Wl1clt year?

J'f: rrllat jsl)efore '30. But before tllcJtlaw come up, everybody is
torcJling and diving. Btlt since, tIle Filipino- --they fOlllldout
the Pilipjnos, they go in tIle l1ight torching, eh; PhiliI)pine
Island style, ell ,tIley stopped it agai!l.

PL: lVllO lnade that la,~?

.JI': IicHvai i. l'hi s terri tOIy. 1'his\vas territory yet, that time .
No can. So plenty guys got bitten wi th the eel. Yeall. One guy
~vasb-roken tIlis, yOLI kno\\T~· lJnt'il now, he stayedOJl the canIp.
lIe's C10Wll oV'er there, my friend. TIlen wIlen he wellt to the doctor,
he tell bullshitto the doctor. Because if he say he was fishing,
110 good, eh. ~1ay11e, 11e scared lTI<lybe thed.octor gOillg ttlI'n ill to
the COUT't, to tIle policeman, like tllat. He no tell that he was
bitten hTith the eel. He said was, "1 bin cook 011e fish. In the
charcoal. Before I take a bath, I cookthe fisl1first. WheTl
after I cook, 1 Pllt on tIle table andcovcr up with t.Ile SOJllcth ing
that the cat no call tOUCJl 'eITI, ell." Soh e went to thc lJathI'oorIl.
I-Ie "vent to the han'y'o, becaLlse the batlling h011se is separated from
the housies. ItT sone 110use foy the wIloIe camI) going take a ·bath.
Not indiviclua1 bath, now. So he went o'ver there. But that is
frame-LIp story, that. I-fe just make like tllat because he was bi ttell
wi th tIle eel, eh.. So he said~ "WIlen I came home from the bathroom,"
be sa~T the' cat eating his fic;11. So he grab the cat and push the.
cat any old \vay like that. And tIle cat bin bi te him.

(La1lghter')

t.JT: 'rhat \vas not truc. rr]lC true is the black eel wen bite hinl.
lJnt i] no\\} , the fj llgcr conIC straight like this .-(L~Jughs) 11l,iS
one, you kno\\l, that eel, when he bite, he twist around , yOll k110\,y·.
lIe curl arolTlid .. 'As W]lY all rill the daJTIage skin. But he 110 tell
tIle doctor that was bitten by tIle eel. No, with t}1e eel, no. lie
said tIle cat eat his fish. (Laughs)

i-\nd the11 no\v, \,yc go back again di Villg, becallse I t}link, Figtleras
bill ask.me'\vIl)! \ve cannot f1.511. ~'fr. Jose Figueras. lVIIY the Filipinos
is bringillgHa\vaii, is improving Hawaii, just like. Because we the
Filipillos, the way how it is, is the one who work for Hawaii.

PL: Okay, "\1110' is tIlis Mr. ~lera.s you're talking 'about?

JT: He is a commissioner. Before, he was a corrrrnissioner, Philippine
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COIl1l11issiollcr. Lal)or Comnlissioner. I-Ie was takiIlg place of J~r ..
Ligot. I think, beca.use Mr .. Pablo Manlapi t arld rvlr .. Taok bin sent
a letter to the Philippine IslaIld, eh,tIlat the connnissioner is
inCal)able of leading people. Flood up workers over here. And tIlen
tl1e plantations is just like, little mistake, tIley throw 'em away.
So they throw 'em away, because the other oIlecoming in, eh.
Becallse .Mr. Ligot bin order-·--even the mell is paying by tlleir
Inaney. Paying tlleir money to corne in. Yeah.. Yea}1. And these
guys sending money fO'r them to pay. And tI1ese gLl)'S work over here
and pay sixty pesos. Before was 63 pesos. I hear Jle .collect
$63. I-Ie leave these gu'Ys all $63. Ana-then Ile collect sixty
dollars. 110uble money.. So wheIl tl1at report went to tIle Philippine
Islalld, 'aswh.en they sent Fibllleras. So Ligot was supposed to
go home. .But IX), instead of going home, he went ~lc1.inland· a.nd die
over there.. t~ow ....

\ PL: So 1\1r. FigU2yaS t.alked. to ...

.IT: Yeal1, talked to the Territory, I thillk, I gl.less·'.

PL: About lifting up the law?

~JT: i\bout \\Thy the Filipinos cannot fish when they are serving Hawaii?
Fielpj ng I-Iawai i to bring up, eh? 1'hat 's right. TIlat is the question.
And the ha-rd.est jab is the Filipillos over here. Why we cannot go
fisl1iTlg? Not bad if they get a big maIley, bU.t only one dollar one
;day. r ~hi~k that the Territory pin listen what he said. Everybody:
can. go flshIng.

(A won1an. says something to JT.. ,Jrr replies. Taping resumes after tilis
interlude.)

JT: .... WIlY. All the kids, you know.. But I bin bUI1dle up 'I~y ·baJnboo.
But in between the bamlJoos, I have spear~-And the gogg'les was
illsid-e nry pocket, you krlow. So I told my wife, "Get the hoolc."
SonIC of my fr ieTld get the hook. They go hoo'king, eh. I threw the
spear inside the water . So I went. Bllt I get one watchman
to watch the police, when tIle police come, eh. Not game wa.rden
like 110W. Before, I don't kllOW if there is a game warden, but since
they said they will catch the man who will go fishing or spearing,
like that, I lJelieve that m.aybe the police will catc}l. So I told
my '\Vatchn1311, "If any police come insi de, yOtl give lIS sigllal. You
lay dO\V11 tllis pole .. n. Because tlley had to go down. l'lley have to
CaIne i11side t}1is Ililli11ghanl place, ell. So I can leave the spear
down LInder the water, and thell 11e said, "Okay. ft

011e tiTre ,tllis police right next day over here. 1'hey came inside,
yOll know. So my wi fe drop tIle po1e ~ eh. The big lJaJnboo.. flooking
bamboo\vi 1:h the flag on top. Dr·op dOWl1 to the sand lj ke that.
So I leave my spear, because the policeman conle. Bl.ltllC (slie)
never know that the police no got nothi11g to do. But the game warden
will cat~h that time. But I just ·scaredpolice, because the police
is only the people the law tell to collect people to catch people
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like that, 'as \vhy I bcJicvc lllayhc tIle 11olicc, eh. So I jllst
told my WI fe that, "Police COTI1C, you better drop the pole so I
can leave my spear under the wa tcr . " Yeah,.

PL: ~o what year was that when Filipinos could go ,diving like that?
Wllat year?

"TI1: Ol1, ifl'nl II0t mistaken, from '20 .... 1 think ,from '20 to '30.
Because in 1917 ...

PL: Younlcal1, '20 to '30, 'as thetinle Filipinos couldn't go diving
or call.go diving?

JT: In.' 26, "vhen I came over here, cannot go diving already. I thInk
fr01TI 'LU. Becallse the one came in l~.l/, rney call go clIve. '1/,

they can go cLive. But I hear they squawk, because Fi1ilJinos,
\\Then they go beach, by big bunch ,you know. AIld. tl1eyknol" ho\v to
catch 'fish, too, eh. (Laughs) 'As w}1at they said, 110\v get a
Jaw come IIp. 'We call pick upliInu. In fact, I hear l1efore, 110t

to tOllchthe. linlU, because no-nlore for the fish. (Lallghs) 'As
what I hear fyom Crape garhled).

PL: \Vhat 'year can )lOU go fislling?

~JT: Oh, right, after' Figueras.

pL: rrhat was Wh~1t year? What?

..JT: 1 thi nk about 1936. After' 30. r'In not so Sllre. But when Figueras
C<lJnc, T suppose to go back iTl 1931. Yeah. 193] \vhen l'aok "vas
collected up all t11osepeople who waIltcd to go h01TIe free. 1931,
'32. lhat one there, no. So I went. I went, too. But since
they say only l111til Manila, I no go throllgh. rrhen, that one, after
FigllerCls, then that collecting people come. When Figueras' went back
PhiliIJpine" then rraok was authorized, to pick up peoples who wal1ted
togo hack in the Philippines. So I was one to go, but I did
not go through. After that, T think, we get the fishing. After
, 30. Because lll)l ntunber four, born in 193.1. So then, '31, 32,
Beren \vas born ill 1932. August 23, I think, 1932. rr11CIl, '35 ....
thclt's the·nlan. A:ftcr '31, '32, \-ve go diviIlg 110W. We go diving.
But before that, \~C C8J1110t. T thillk we canllot, because w11en 1926,
we no cal1 bring iron. Spear. I No can.

T hear again from these 1)CoJ)le tIley let yo,u get iron, but you call
l)oke- - -get kogcta, hut not poillted. Not poillted. Yea]1.· flow
can catch? l~an catch the kogeta, because y011 only J)oke ,poke there
illside the pl.lka, eh, and then t:Tlcy conlC out. But to catch fisll,
110W call yo~catch fis]l Wit]l a d.ulJ spear? No can. Not pointed one.
Only squid. No can. But after Figter3s, then they a110"v 115. Until
now. Because I hear FigJer~s bi n opel1 his mouth: "'[he \,ay how I
look, Filipinos are imp'roving'-ffiiwaii. \Vhy we call110t do fishing?
Is not right to stop the'm fishing because tlle'y are earl1ingsmal1
n1011ey, aJld TIlaybe they llappier of the aIle dqllar if the}' get time.
for fis11. 1'hat 's better eno·ugh, yeal1." That is somebody told me,
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you know. Mr.Pah.alu, workil1g slIgar p]3ntatio11 station before.
Fi.l ipino man working in Suga-r Plantation Association, main office
in I-Ioll01ulu. Ivlr. PahaIu, one Tagalog gu·y. I-Ietold ITIe that wheIl
I went. Tha.t' s true.

PL: Okuy, besides that, you didn't do mucll-- .... Out. of YOllr work, rigllt,
'fata?

~.rI': No, that's all.

PL: l)jd you folks tlsed to havece1el)ration in the cam!)s, 1 ike that?

J'f: Oh, vvhcn Rizal Day, yeuh. 1'hat OIlC, oh. \Ve ]1ave that. 13very
cam'p, \\le celehrate H.iza1 Day. Fourth of ~July, ivc get that. YOlJ kl10\v,
berate ki11CL. ()ne dollar k-inJ cclcbr~ltion;; SOlne \Alho do thut celc­
brat jon , they have to get SaTHe TIl0 IlC)l , sonlcthing frOTIl somebody else
that we need, .an~l pay later. 'rhat is the intcI1tions of the
FilipiI10S, hefore. 'rllatintenti 011 to celebrate, but no more TI1011CY

in the pocket. But they want to do it. So' as ""vhat T said, they
l1Clve to conccnt rate the bOrl"O\villg or nlaki ng borro\v iI1g froIH l)cst
frieI1d jllS t to eel ebratc. SInal1 one, though. rrllat 's wl1at I said.
Just ror dollarkinei celebration. :Because wl1at you promise to pa.y
js only d,ollar a day.

PL: Did you get alollg \'\TclJ \vith the clifferellt ethl11C grolll)s? Like
.Japcll1C'se ,you kno\v? . Chinese?

.JrI': Until no\",. S0J11C .JapaIlcse, T don't know over here. 1 don't kno\v
exact'Iy who (Inc1 \\Iho, but they kno\v me. Even Lrl'i.nC'se. Even o\/cr
here, even lloeano. \Vhcn I go \V~lialua, "(Jh, ~1al10ng rrantog! l'ata
rr~n1tog!" But.I don't know them. 'fhat laugh ing nlCll1 am [, you know.
T clon' t kno\v \vhy. Anyplace T go, plenty gU)TS kno\v Inc. BecallSC
I 'nl not the kind sass)' nlan, you kno\v. No. NO,no. \Vhqn I talk to
thenl, I talk to thenl 11ice. Someti]nes call Tny name. ·Yeah. No
such thingl-ike they th.ink of, "Oh, this mal1, this sassy," like
that. No, no. l'}lat's WIlY surprise me, some people. Even my wife.
"Who that glly?" Say, "I do:n' t know." "I-Iesaid, 'Mr. Tantog!'"
r said, "1 dOJ1't kI10W." lie know me, bllt T clon't kll0W 11inl. Even
aLl the friends in the rreriana, the FiljpillOS 9vcr there. ''ManoI1g
rrantog. " But I dOll' t kno\1\f their llurne. (Lauglls) l'hey talk to me,
)lOU know. Without introducing our naTI1C, they talk to me lIke
that. Bllt I don't kllOW thci r nalTlC. 1 know .. the looks, but T10t th·c
nClmc. Some, T kno\",. I usually get along, anyhody. Even ,JapaTlcc.
Pakc. In to\vn and poke. ~Vhcn yOll no good, you no good. I going
t~Cll 'cnl. Even this pake over here. No such thillg like that.

PL: (Jka)lo T think that's ...

JT: l~at's all?

PL: 'fhat should he .... yeah.

~Jl': 'As plellty story, though, t]1is one.

PL: Yea}l. (Laughs)
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t.JT: Yeal1. Plenty story.

PL: Okay. Tl1ank you, Tata.

JT: Yeah.

END OF SIDE lWO; TAPE #1-27-1-76
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Tape No. 1-37-2-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEV

with

Jose Tantog (JT)

July 29, 1976

BY: Pablo Lazo (PL)

PL: This is an interview with~v1r. Jose Tantog at tlleir fal1TI 0]1 July 29,
1976. Project 1, tape 37, session 2. Okay, Tata, call you describe
tIle first house that you had when you came here in lVaialua?

JT: In Waialua? Yeah. 'As a duplex like. Duplex~.

PL : How many bedrooms did i t have?

JT: That is four bedroom, because the otller side issillgle people. ~'ly~

side, is me and nlY 1-'life. ·1\5 t\JO. There "'las t\vO couples supposed to
be tllere in that house, b'eca.use tllat' s a duplex.

PL: What year was th.is when you had the house at Waialua?

JT: Oh, 1926~

PL: Did the house have a batllroom?

JT: No. We 11a'v~ to go dOWI1 ....we boiling ul> our hot water ...we heating
up our hot water outside and bat}l outside.. Toilet is outside. Only
the kitchen inside, yeah.

PL: vVhat kind of furnitures did you have then at the house?

JT: Vve just ask from the plantation one by twelve alld ma.ke bench, like
tllat, for us to sit down. Wecmlliot afford. to buy fumi tures like
now.

PL: How about t11ebed? What kind of bed did you have?

JT ; Oh, Itmlber. OIle by twe1ve ..

PL; And did you folks llsed to have a mattress t11en?

JT: No, \ve use blanket. We use blal1ket or mat like that. Japan made mat
and put blanket on that. We'sleep on t11at. So, no cushion. No
mattress.

PL: Did tIle house have electricity then?
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JT: Yeah, some get, yeah. Where we stay, had electric.

PL: Oh, had electric, already. So what? Did you have just electric
lights like that?

JT: Electric light? Yeah. We use firewood. We used to go out to the
·forest.. Saturday if no more work. Sunday, like that. After
resting, about 2 o'clock, you go up to tIle forest, cut.. The plantation
wish to burn the ~iawe. for us, we go out cut koas.

PL: Iiowdid you used. to cook .your food then? By what?

vlI: By fire\vood. By old kin.d pot. Not the aluminum kind. Old kind.
r~o TI10re altuninlll11 kind before. \Ve have dakine look like ..... I don't
l<now whatkilld pot· was that before. "When you drop 'em, the thing )
going bust up, you know.

PL: Is tllat some kind of clay, maybe?

JT: Yeah. TIlat's tIle one we use before.

PL: And, so what? You cook it outside tIle house, your food like that?

JT: No, inside the kitchen.

PL: Inside the kitchen already?

JT: Yeah. In. tIle same house.. We 11ave a ki tchen ill th,ere. Not like
Aiea. Aiea, wIlen you cook, you have to go down from the 11ouse'and
cook your food in the other shack again. Yeah.

,PL: So, this is when you used to cook your food in the kitchen, then, is
what? What year is that?

JT: 011, that is 1926. In 1928, we have stove already. We 11ave stove.
But when I came, no more stove. We got to get kiawe. The plantation
gave us kiawe, supply us kiawe.

PL: Is that free?

JT: Free, free.

PL: And did you have to get it yourself, or they deliver the firewood?

JT: lV1len tIle)! kind of slow to come and deliver like that, we go ourselves
and get one. But most times, they sent us the firelvood, especially
for the ban'~o, for tIle bathroOTI1, ell. 111e single people, they no
]1101'e \\fife· for TIlake ,hot 'vater for tllem, ell, so \~e'll l1ave a big
ban,-o, now. A11d one lady take care tllat to heat up tIle water II A11d
then-:-everybody.. This room is t11e single people. This room is the
ladies.
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PL: How ofte~ did they come bring firewood like t}lat?

JT: The agreementt11at I know, thei~, schedule is once a week. It depend
110W big is the camp. Big load a truck---one truck,big load. l\Te
'used plenty, because the ban)To, 'you know, where the big tub for
heat up the water, it's about four, five hundred gallon. 'As why,
'they get' firewood.

PL: You talking about th.is lady who used to boil the water. Did she get
paid by t'he plantation?

JT: No. She get paid from the one who taking a bath.

PL: Oh. And how much you used to pay?

JT: If I'm not mistaken, 35¢ a month ,or 25(¢). I don.'t know.

PL: For eacll person?

JT: Each person, yea}1. 25¢ a mOIlth. Bllt tIle firewood is free from the
plantation. Only the lady take care of lighting the stove like. So
she get 25¢ of every head. Yea}l. I think the rnarriedpeople is 3S¢.
But some did not go. Like, me, my wife is boiling water for me.
~Vhen we become plenty- -we get about six kids, £ive kids, like that,
so we take a bath in the bany~ already.

PL: Okay. l~en you used to cook your foods, like that, who used to
cook the foods? Your ...

JT: In the morning, I cook.

PL: Oh, in the morning you cook like that?

JT : Yeah. Oh, from that time , from tIle beginning, wIlen. we came to
Ilawaii, I cook in the rnorning~ Even now, I cook in the morning. My
wife cook in tIle afternoon, yeah.

PL: And w}lat kind of foods did you used to cook?

JT: Oll, jllst rice. Rice and tI1en cod.fis11 like t11at. And we get some
vegetables from the farm, \vllere I \vorking. Pick up the vegetable.
Green beans, 1ike tIlat. 1\1li\te sqllash, Plilllpkin. Bring' ern I10me,
YOll kJ101\T. j\nd okra \vi tIl the bagoollg or SOYll, like tllat, ell. Eggplallt.
Tllat 's tJle \Tegetables \vi tll dried shril11p. -,- SOlnetilnes wi tIl all the
dry s tuff from Japan 1ike w}lat we get down in the store, eh. The
squid. llried squid. That's the most we eat, you know, that time.
We cannot afford meat. I'v1aybe, on.ce a week like that, eh, hard.
1'}lirty cents a powld, but still hard, yOll know. l']1irty cents, the
steak sometinles. Thirty, forty cents a POl1.11d. But still, harcl for
the people, one dollar one day people. So, we get used to bagoollg,
like that. Soyu, yeah., we got plenty~. Onion, we grow onion in
our yard~ Ginger, we plant ginger in our yard. Because we no more



llotlling to buy. We no can say that, "011, payday time I go. buy this
kind." No can. Becaus.e, tIle rice first. T;he rice or the cO<.lfish,
maybe, the shrimp. Then, shoe for the kids. Clothing for the kids.
So hard. That's hard.

PL: You mention to me, before, Tata, that you kJl0w, you got sick wIlile
o'n the job like that.. Did you get sick a lot 'Alhen you \AlaS at
workillg place.

JT: I was in Aiea. I was il1 Aieawhen I get sick. When Ivlr. Bob, the
manager assigned me in the mill to work, I went. SO,I·like the
job. But that was night time, you' blOW . And plus, I double after
those 11eople who stay home. TIley no showup their jobs. So I told
the llU1a " "1 iust go horne ...pick up my lunch. 1 come back for this
man."So I keep on doing' like that." That's what I say, I make
34 days in one month. Yeah. 34 days. And then, after th.at, we
finisll OllT job about 12 o'clock, I think. 'As how' we d.o. Every
12 o'clocl(, we £au tIle first half o.f th.e job,like that. rrhen we
rest, like that. Take a rest Ulltil about 2 o'clocl(. 2 o'clock we
start until 6 o'clock again. In the morning. But when time to
wake up about 2 o'clock, I canll0tstand up. TIlat was the trouble.

PL: Why can't you stand up? What kind of sick did you have?

Sf: I don't know. They said I have, maybe,I have beri-beri like that.

PL: And di d you 11ave beri -beri?

JT: No. After tha.t, about 7 0' clocl(, I meet lny wife. My 'vife looking
for me in the morning, eh. So, I meet my wife by the railroad
truck. 'Say, "How corne you corne late?" 1 said, "We're supposed to
go home about 6 0' clock, b'ut I no can walk." So, that time, ·about
6, 7 o'clock, I start. Is easy. Go, eh.. And theIl I go down from
the mill and walk llome, you know. 'As when I meet my wife. My
wife say,. "Oh, 1 think for you to work in the night no good." Then
I went to Waialua Plantation.

PL: The mill job, is that easier than the working outside in the fielcis?

JT: Yeah, yeah. More ·easy. Only tIle time, if you go in the night., some
people no like work. I mean, their system no good for .... not those
late in th.e night, see. Like me, that is what I believe. I think
my blood no like no sleep. (Chuckles.)

PL: Is that a better paying'job, t·oo, in the mill?

Sf: I dOll' t kl10lv exactly. But not muc11. Because the 34 days I \\Tork, ell,
I t]link I' OIlly get $36 or $38. 011e month. The 34 days that I work.
So, not very much more than outside.

PL: Okay, let's go into da kine, tIleIl, COmniUl1ication, eh, Tata. How did
you used' to find out-rhings happening around Waialua or in town,
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like that? ' Maybe accident or a .robbery , like that?

JT: Oh, before days, we cannot afford newspaper, eh. So, who heard and
.saw w11at l1appened over there when l1appen CaIne aroluld in our side,
that's when·they tell the story. That's w11en we know. ~ecause no
·more radio to listen, because we cannot afford buy radio that time.
c,...ou ....

PL: Okay, when did you have your first radio, Tata?

JT: 1941, I think I get. 'As when. Because when I open my radio, 'as
wIlen I hear that the Japanese', they b'ombingMakapuu and Schofield.
And Pearl Harbor.

PL: Okay, so, you had your first radio in 1941?

JT: Yeah, th.a.t wa.s sTIla11 one, ye.ah.

PL: And you didn't llave newspaper then.?

JT: No, no. By that time, I used to pick up some of those little bit big
shot QTIVS in Sc11ofield .. eh.. Because I was workinQ for enQineer. now.
Sb, -aft~~ tJ;ey -tead~ t11ey throwaway the paper.. That's when I Can
see. I just look. After tlley read then they I2au, they finish
with that stllff, they going tllrow away already~1. So, I pick 'em
up and read what I like to see, eh. That's the only ...

PL: 01<ay. Can you tell Ine, Tata, if they 11ave a11Y crime around the camps,
like that, or around Waialua like that?

JT: Oh, oh, yeah. I heard that.

PL: But in your camp, did you h~ve people stealing things from your house
like that.?

JT: I'Jo,. no, no .. l\1hy? I d011't know. ~1aybe, the kids all, t11ey listen.
Yeall, kids before liste11 to any old man, you know. Any old lady when
you stop them whatnot to do, eh, even if n.ot my children, the
children will obey. Now days, no. Now days, I don't know Wh)T.

But before, even .your kicl.s come around in. my yard., boy! "Do n.ot touch
that 011e. Jv1ama is plantin.g th.at. Just plant. Bumbye, make, eh."
The kids keep away froIn there. Yeah. But the 11ig man.,Ihear, in

~\Taialua Plantation in tIlis side, they used to raid the pig of the
Japanese people's camp, you know.

PI.J: 011, they steal 'em?

JT : 1'11e~y steal t11e pig.. They s teal the pig, yeah.. They ki11 tl1e pig.
(Lallghs). That was 1932, I think. That stOy)T, that come up now, it's
110t while I was working in Schofield. 1932, no more ...... real hard
time, you know.
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PL: Oh, maybe., because of tIle Depression, eh?

JT: Yea}l. The Ha\vaiian Pille was out of work. 'As wIlen Dole bin let Ilis
pine drop down to the ground. And all the pineapple workers is out
.of work. So., peoples over here, too, I don't know why.. They go UlJ
at the Japanese garden up I'vl01<uleia side, buy bags. (Laughs) Buy 11ags
'of headcab·bage. But me, I n.D go. I no go and do tha.t kind." I jllSt
hear that from tl1em. And,then, Sllre enoug]l, tIle policenlclll. told me,
my. friend, eh, wh.en tI1ey checl< t}lis guys in the camp. In the trunk
was dripping.. rfhe oil was dripping, eh. Nob'ody know gotadobo
illside tIle tnmk, eh.. But the oil carne out from the ...... wllenmy
friend, Robello, told me, I check these guys up. No more notlling in
tIle, kitchen,youknow_ But in the truTIk,w]len you see the oil
dripping on the floor 1ike that .... (Lauglls)

PL: Okay, 1'ata, did 'you hear a.ny a.bout killings, like that around
Waialua?

JT: I lleard that, but seldom. Not JUlIC}l killing. ~onletinle in \Vaipal1u I
. hear that ..People I Ileal" that over there because people wI10 go over
there, they heard from a friends and when he come home, he tell to tIle
friend. That's wIlen we hear like that.. TIlen \ve kI10\v all those
killing busilless 'on the other side. Tha' 5 when the news .....

(SCJv1E1HING lVRONG WITH TI-IE TAPE RECORDER)

PL: Okay, Tata, how about the prostitutes, like that, coming to town. Do
you relnember?

JT: When I go, I saw them. SOInetimes we go wi th the taxis, like that.
I sa\v them. I can tell that they were t}lat kind. But plenty ..

PL: ~Vhat year about? .When they started coming here?

JT: That is in 1926, '27, '28. Until wartime. Yeah.. Plenty.

PL: Okay., let's go into dakine, Tata. Ab'out your family. Okay? Your
kid.s were all born inHawaii?

JT: In' flawaii, yeah.

PL: ~Vere tIley born at the house or at th.e hospital like that?

JT: Tl1e first, tIle 5 eco11d , tIle third., tIle fourth., a11d tl1e fifth., all i11
the house. Filipino midwife and some Japanese midwife ..

PL : And how much did they cIlarge when they come one time?

JT: Thirty dollars. Midwife, yeah.. And from Ramon the oldest. boy I get
to all the young ones come, in hospital already. Five of them at
the house.
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PL: So, what year was the last time you called the midwife?

JT: \Vas in 1934. 'As the year that my number five born. 1934.

PL: ·And who used to discipline your kids like that?

JT: rv1y wi fe, sometinles. Wllen I come ]lome, I see sometJling no good,
I do tl1at to 'my kids, yeaJl.. SOTIletimes hard head, they play llard
head to my wife, my wife b'ringto me in the afternoon. I check up on
t~em again. .

PL: Did you just talk to them or you give them licking like tllat?

JT: Oh, when really need lick, I lick. Not that I don't need. If not
n.eedirlg, then, I lick, no. If I think I need to lick, I lick. Not
tobrea.k the bOlle ,now. LJUst to let them tmderstand tllat that is really
I dOll't like. Yeall. 'As }10W TIIY kids was brought up like t}lat by me.
And I told my \~ife, "Do not stop Ine what I'm goillg to do to the kids,
because I 'm 110t going kill the kid.s. BeC<lllse that l\fay you going spoil
your kids. Once I go for 011e and tllen. you come al1d interfere like
that and you like hanapa or, you know, cover up, like that, I no like
t}le idea." So, the kids will sa'y, "Oh, good if Mama come. ~\1ama

goirlg h.elp rne out," like t}lat. l\jow, no, S}10W sOInetllil1g. Yeah, in
fact ,you going say, "It's good for you. If you bin behave , yOll no
get licking." 111at' s hOlY to say nOlv. Not to cat"Ch~'ern a.n.d then
protec t her like th.at, no. Tllat way, you spoilillg your ki.ds. So far,
my l<ids is all right. Until no,v. Even these big boys, liketllat no,v,
tlley all alrig11t. When I told them, "WI1en your old.er brother. is no
good, do I10t giv'e up, but do not figllt. Keep on explaining the' right·
"Va)!. And 'you, too, if you wrong with this .... any of your )Tounger OIle
will give you the rigllt one,yotl should study 'that, too. Because that.
can be solved wIlen you go to someplace that you cIon' t know who, but
WIlY you cannot decide? You big enough already. 'You can t11ink it
wllat you aye doin.g and what your brother saying ab·out." That. one, no
more trouble, though. So ...

PL: How about c110res like that? l\lhat l<ind work your kids used to do
around the house like that, or around the yard?

JT: Clean the yard, yeah. Sweep around here. Before, no can go work
outside, eh. And cleall aroill1d the yard, help my wife, and light
IIp the stove. Because I get da kine wood stove before. I get one
11ig pipe. Join to tIle pipe, you lmow. Big t311k jOill to tI1e pipe
al1d rlll1 the \vater over t11ere. And theI1, I get fire on, under the big
tank. So, in the afternoon, when I open the faucet--I put faucet on
top--when I open the faucet to my bathroom, I get hot water over
t}1ere . 'As w11at the kids do. kId after they come b.ack from the
sch.ool, 'as what they doing.

PL: 011, yOll send your kids to school, too?

JT: Yeah. All of them.



PL:
...)

To what level (grade)!
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JT: Waialua. All of them goes to high school only.

PL: .Oh, high school.

JT: .Then , the ot11er boy go to vocational school. A trade school over
t}1ere. He learn from that sellool, and 'as what he is now. He is
refrigerationb'oy . Learn from there in school.

PL: How about their recreation, Tata~likethat? Did they join sports in
school, like that?

JT : Baseball, yeall.. Baseball, softball. 'As the one ~}:ey join IIp. 111e
only thing I stop them, the football. Because, I' tlgure ,no good ..
Too rough tIlatkind game. And tlley are small, eh. Easy to break
their bone, you· know. So, I no like. I told tl1em no. Because once
you break your bone, .pau. Cannot fix already ... Maybe can fix, but.
you are l1a1f useless already. (Laughs) More better no go inside there.
So, my kids they ob'ey too. Softball, they go 11andle ball stay over
there.

PL: 1'ata., when you CClIlie to Hawaii, yeal1, did you keep yOUT 11ab'i ts like
that or customs from the Philippines? Or did ,you change?

JT: lVl1at I learned tllat is good from tIle P11iljppines, T stjll get 'ern, yeall.
But SOllIe tllat is not gooci, I didll0t do that. I kll0\.'J it's no good,
because,~~ came ,\Then \\Te wereyotmg, you know. I was 18 years old
\\Then lve caIne, me an.d my wife ..

PL: Like what kind habits, you know, that you kept like that from the
Philipllines?

JT: Oh, the one before in tIle Philippine Island, go out wit]10Ut letting .
know my wi/fee In the Philippine, Island, I just can puka throllgh.
Nobody kno,,,, where I went, you know. Because th.at is my job before,
go ]1ere and t11ere, see. ll1at is my- - -110 more 'work, 'as why. But that
is the custom that is changed, like that. I figure not good, because
if I do that, then the people in the house will ask, especially my
wife ,,,,ill. ask wllere I was., where I went, where I'm gOillg, where I went.
Because, before, while we were in the Phi~ippine 1slan.d, because not
too long, yet, eh. Abollt t\vO months after we marry, we came. So ,I
get u.c;ed to ,vitIl t]1at kind }labit, go. JlISt go '\Tithollt letting t11em
kll0\\T that I 31n going tllat \\Ta}T. I 11ave busil1ess O\Ter tl1ere. No, not
that one. TIlat is challge. Over 11ere, cannot., I did not do that.
And I tllink, that's the only one. TIlat's the important one.

PL: Okay, 110w. about church like that? Did you used to go to church back
in the Philippilles?

JT: No. MY parents used to bring me over there_ Used to tell us to go.
But I don't know why. I don't know why I no like go.



PL: I-Io\v about cIa kine, Tata, 1101idays. Pllilippilles get fiestas or
wl1atever. -TIley get Ri zal Day ,maybe. Did you celebrate those wIlen
you came here?

\

JT: 'Oh, tIle Rizal Day, we used to.. ~Ve used to ce.lebrate that Rizal Day
before. And tJlen, that other fiesta, like what Filipino people doing
'before, us big ch.~"Y}ge b~fore, that tinle, vie used to go, because vJe
go with the parents, ehll But now, to me, I think it's mistake to
me "'

PL : Mis ta](e o.f· what?

JT: Mistake of. \vhat tIley asking help from so ·many. Too many. I s not tIle
rea.1 God tl1ey are askillgfrom.. No.. 111at is a big change, tIlat Olle ..

Before, we used. to go, th.e priest come a.rolllld, yeah~ And then, kiss
the priest hand~ Ai1d I lli1derstand, because it is Visayan words wIlen
\ve pray. Yea}l. Weare ·askin.g help from somebody that is not God.
To me, I don't know you or some people 1ike tha t II Th~ .. wayT hovv t}lese
Catholic people ll0W., 1]10 b1ame---I 110 see no Gael: Bllt, the)T teaching
Fili!).il10S to ask fronl Virgill rvlary wIlell Jesus said, "No. Evellto my
mot}ler." .And then, ask to St. Roch, St. Nicholas. That's the one, I
figure., Gael is only one. So. Jesus said. "If you are somethil1g, yOll
are sOlnetlling from" God. That is my Fatller, and He will give you Under
my nanle II " In other words, only one. One.

PL : Oh, 50 you' mean, that's .why you ...

JT: Ibat's'vlly I no go. No go church. Yeal1..

PL: 011, I see.

JT : Over llere, when you go over there, the prayer teaclles 11S to ask
something froln Virgin Mary. 'As why I told my wife, "1 thillkyou
better stop that. 1Jo you think Mary will bring yOll in front of God,
bec8l1se you· say tllat ivlary is jtlSt like a lawyer. If you are doing

l

sOlncthillg bad, really bad over l1ere., and tllen YO'u will say" 'Mary,
take me up to Father, because I cIa something wrong.' If I'm keeping
on doing like tIlis here, w}lat God tell to Mary? S11e carulot! She
cannot! You have to go yourself, without them. It's you. To save
you .. " I told my wife. "More better no go over there .. " (Laugh.s ) So,
my 'vi fe no go now. No go to church. She's prayillg every Stmday,
like that. 'As natural, tllat. Even Ine, \vhen I tllink of God, I sta)'~

one place and think· of God. Not to go over there and 1ea111 fr01TI them
"r}lel1 tIley teaclles us no good. 11lcy teacllus sOHletlYing "vrong.. Yea}l.
Togo to St. 01ichael. TIley celebrating St. Ivlichael, because he is our
Imvyer to God. I no believe that kind. I no believe.

PL: Okay, Tat'a, what single event that brought the most change in your
li~:e, like that?

JT : What is thatmean, I now?
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PL: Is it by having this farm, like that? I mean, is that what changed
your life to have a better living, like that?

JT: Oh! l11e one. I try to learn sOlnething what th.ese people trying to
'do over here. They are living, too, eh. So, Ifoillld out this kind.
But the one brought me. IIp like this is what 1 stTIlggle for is the
'one I sold from those Japanese people to with. Filipino workers, like
that. That helps me that way. Because, if tllat Japanese growing
11ad and he make 'money witIl the Filipino worker, I think, I can try,.
see. So , that's the one b'ring me up better than before.

PL: Oh, I see. And so, you mean to say that ,did you start your fann
in order to give people jobs like that? Filipino people jobs?

JT: Thatis what Ijrnthinking,because if only myself, you cannot make
money. What one man can do? I let my money work. Open more fanns
so tllere is workers call lvork. And that way we get more income.

PL: S·o ]10\v did you sta.rted your farm? \\Tllere did you get all this money
to lease 'em aJld buy lan,d like that?

JT: In the beginning, after the vVar, while I was in lJ. S. E.1). worl~ing like
tllat, IllY wife was WOTkiJ1g, my girl was workirlg. "Ve make money that
wartime. So, after that, I thin1(, I have about fifteen thousand
(dollars). Ready for go philippine Island, you know. That time, not
one Inarried, yet, eh. 'As why I told my wife, "We better go back!
Philippirle before some of them going TIlarried I-Ia\vaii." But we don't
blOW tllat. sonle of our girls get promises already, eh. They hear th.at
we going back, they marry right, away, you know.

(Laughter)

JT: So, now' I thil1k, more better not yet, because we going~back

Philippine. Or else you follow Philippine Island. 1nen, "Oh, 'as
alright,Pa. \AJe make money and tllen we go. We go all bwnbye." No
lTIOre tllree months, the other one go in again. So, no can go home, eh.
I no like go and leave tllem over l1ere . No. So, I figllre, no more
the job. No TI10re war now. No Inore da kine lTIOney making already, see It

I get the money ready to go 0111y. So " I'figure, this \Vay, if we no
go invest this money for something that we can make money' from, we
gOillg lose all this money. So, I open this place.

PL: lVhat year was that when you opell tIlis place?

JT: This on.e, I Ilave tllis one 1946, this one here.. I was going sell tIlis
before I go home, beCa1.1Se this is the one I get in 1943. And tIlen,
since we no can, '46, tIle two of them get married, eh, so I open
this with, the money I get. This that I'm nmIling from 1943, '45, '46
until now, it gives me Iittle bit money buy property li1(e that. And
better.. vVe can get little bit better living thall before. Because
we get coming from what we select and base there. We can pay jabon
1iI(e tllat. We can buy something what we like buy. I bought ab'out
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eighty acre land from this business.

PL: So, are you happy now that you have all this land?

JT: ·Oh,yeah.!· I am happy, because I get eighty I'acre for my eigllt·
c11ildren, see. 'Nuff (eIlough). .And we can kaukau. Stil'l rwming
yet.

PL: lVhen you open this farmout here, was 1946, rigllt?

JT: This was 1946. The first strike in the plantation.

PL: Oh, so did the strikers come and ask you for ...

JT: Work, yea]1. For work. The. one not on duty will come. Only six
hours now.. And tJlen, in lill1chtime, .they go on duty again.. I mean,
because the strikers, they get.watchman, too, eh. Security, like that,
eh.

PL : A11d how much did you used to pay tlleln?

JT: 75¢ one hour.

PL: And how ma.ny workers at aIle time come?

JT: Sometimes IS, 20 over here. This place over here. Cut the California
grass.

PL: Did the strikers, like that, tIle group as a w1101e- -you know , the leaders
like that--did they came here to donate food like that maybe?

JT: 011, no, 110t t11at 1946. No. TI1is later, yeah. I t11illk, the last
two strike. T\vo strike past, eh. I remember they cam~.

PL: And· did you sympathize with them? Did you help them, like that?

JT: No, was not. W·as 11appen I 110 more the time. They jtlst ask me for one
cow., because tlley IGIB.W t}1at I get pas ture over t11ere, e]l. But they
no ask my money. But they· ask me one cqw for the kitchen, eh. But
the cow is sold to one guy already. I cannot. So, I talk to them.
"I got to see this gtty, my partner, because I sold half of that .. "
So, I ask }1inl, too, eh, Vincano u11 Wllitmore Ci ty.. "Tllese guys asking
thlsmllch. 111i5 about for tIle kitcllell." But, }1e 110 agree t11at, ·that's
\V}1Y I 110 call PllSh him up, you know. TIle kang kong and all those taro,
I give. Because 'as... ---- ---- ----

PL: And plus the people come in here and work, too, right?

JT : Yea11 , yeah, yeah, yeah.

PL: In a sense, you're helping them,right?



JT: Yeah.
taro.

They ask otanUll, eh, all the balangeg, eh. I give them that
I give them. The hasu I give them for ka~au.
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PL: Oh, Tata,you mention that you were naturalized in· 1940s?

JT: 1957.

PL: wny did you want to be naturalized?

JT: No sel1se. I tl1ink it over. If I go home, I know where to go in the
Philippines, but not one of IllY childrens going follo\\T .. Plus, the
Unj ted States is a better goverJlment tl1an a.ny-r else that I knO\v.
Yeall. The only thing is the la\,y is Iittle bi t too soft for t11e
criminal people like that.. But for take care people, tIle government
is tllcre.

PL: So, is that why you...

JT: That's why the reason, more better be a United 'States citizens. No
lleed go back P11ilippi.nes already. When you go back over there, yOll
leave all your childrens over here. And you know that \vhenyou go
over there, you going get hard time. Why you like go when we are
in this place already that is 'Ale get a good goverrl1TI.ent over here.
Looking after people.

PL : Okay, let's talk ab'outtime, Tata. Ab'out Depression, then, okay?

JT: 1930.

PL: ~Vhat do you recall about the ~ffects of the Depression on your
family? Did it affect your family?

JT: No, 110. Nothil1g, thOllgh, to me ill 1932, theDepressiol~ that you
said. Mlat I heard from t}lose I-IawaiiaJ1 Pine people ,they wen.t to
t}le beach. just to catch fish, because they no more job. Waialua
Sugar, we have job. We have job, yeah.. Only thing is some Brodie
4 people come down to the b'each, tIley pass. They saw our kaukau tin
like tllat, tIley pick 'em.up, yOll know. Not only me. Plenty people
irrigating by HalelnarlO 5 ,ell, we come back for our kaukau tin lunch
time, no TIIOre. So, t}le Brodie. 4 people come down to t11e beach, they
pick up our kaukau till by trle roadside and they eat 'em. Yeah,
th.at 's aIle. Bllt for us that we got 11ard time, no. The sugar
plantation is not. '

PL: Do 'YOll know if the plantation laid off any people during the
Depression?

JT: No. TIley, laid off, because they were, you know--when they do
something wrong, the only thing, they fired 'em out. Because
Apo Ligot bri11ging people wi thOllt order. Yeah. T11ey just send the
money to bring these people come over 11ere. . So, Iittle .bi t mistake
from this one, throwaway. Take the other one.



PL: Were vegetable crops p1al1ted by tIle plantation during tIle Depression
like tllat?

JT: No. Not this vVaialua. Not the sugar planter. I remember lVaialua--­
'if I'm not mistaken, in 1938, I tllink. No, I don't know what year'
was thatft vVe p1a11t Irisll potato on,e time. But they come out no
'good., eh. l'he potato good that come out good. Can eat, but I th~nk

110 more enough money. 'As why tIley j1.1st try that one time and pau.
That's all they plant. All this time, sugar cane, only.

PL: Okay, Ta.ta, wIlen the plantation. started using machines like TIlechanical
plallters, did you know anybody who was out of work, because of
plantation using ....

JT: YeaIl, yeah. Like tIle loaders. The 11apai ko, w}latthey call li1apai
ko" r-n1e cut cane used to be fou,r, five gang, yOll k110\v, cuttillg.
And the11 the 11apai'ko, one gang---two gang, Kawailoaandthis side,
yOUk110W. 'As· plenty people , yOll kn.ow. So ,wIlen the· machine come,
this planters came l1ere, eVe]l Ballfoot truck.

PL: vVhat you mean by Ballfoot?

JT: Ballfoot truck. Tne railway going spread ill tIle fields to bring, tIle
empty car ill. And tllen tIle 11apai ko load uP. the team inside tIle car.
Tllat 011e, 110 more t]lat one no\v. r[h.e whole gang, no 11101'e. No more
th.at one, Ballfoot truck~~ 'As tlyO gal1g SU11posed to be .. One Kawailoa
and one at lJ\Taialua,. Two of them, two of the gang disappear.

PL: 011, so this gang, did they get laid off then? Because they no 'more
job? '

JT: Not laid off.. They get jobs. Ihe road alld they stay on the road.
They get. Not all laid off. But they assign them to irrigating and
to'cutting grass. Before they not using plenty poison, eh. We used'
to cut, eh, tIle grass. Now...

PL: Do you remember what year they started poisoning, like that?
I-Ierbicide?

JT: OIl, that is rigllt after t11e War. I remember the strong....yeah.
ivlost time, rigllt after the War, they use the poison.. 1'hat time,
little b)T little. Then, tlleystlldy 110\y and what kind of poison of
this kind grass now, eh. l'hey get plenty different kind now.
Before, u~ed to poison the koa like that. But they scared to bring
'em outs ide. But, after aIr;-they study'. The poison is big help to
the plantation, eh. So, now th.ey no going run away from that. They
kno\\}" tIlat it's help to the company. They save up manpower, the·
poison. One man can do ho\v rnanyacre 0]1e day. With tIle poison. That
one, too, is stealing the job. (Laughs)

PL: Okay, Tata, do you remember what year when they used to give free
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thillgS like that to the workers? Like kerosene, like tllat, okay?
Firewood, tIley give 'enl free. tIouses, you know. What else, you
know? '~at else did,you get free from the plantation?

JT: 'From the plantation? That's all.

PL: Tha~ t 's a~ll?

J'T: Firewood, kerosene. Wllen the stove came, they give us kerosene. No
more tIle firewood. Only the, banyo get. So many·· gallon for one
familY,likethat, yeah. I don't remember what ,year was that.. But
in 1936, we still get gas. '35, '36. And we get the stove already.

PL : Okay. ~Vlleredid you used to shop for foo'd like that? Or clothes
lil(~ that? Did you used to do your s}10pping all from the plantation
store like that?

JT: Yeah. 'As right. Some people call go dOWD to some private stores in
Haleiwa, eh. 1110se who become thefrieIld of the dealer over there.
But, like us, we deal to the plantation store.

END OF SIDE ONE.

SIDE TWO.

PL: Okay, Tata, you said you used to do YOllr shopping at tIle plantation
store. Can you remember wllat kind of can goods did they 11ave then,
the store?

JT: I renlenlber some. That hoki from, Japan. Sllellsfrom Japan. Sardi11es
froIll the ~~laill1alld. T\voCITfferellt kind of sardines and sa~mon" like
that. TIlat , s all the, kind stuff that we used to buy from Japan and
from the~1ainland. '

PL: DidtIley s11ipcan goods from the Philippines like that, too? Did
they }lave any?

J1' : 'TIla t time, no. Until now. I don't know until now. I don't know
tllative have, some call stuff from the Philippines Islalld. But the
driecl fish like bagoong, that is from before the War. We have that
stllff fronl PIli I ippines .

PL: AIl<.l h01v about preserving tIle food, like tllat, yeah? To keep is not
to spoil fast. How did you folks used to do t}1at?

JT: 011 ,ivhen \v-e have fish, fresh fish, like that. Kind of c11eap }(ind ..
And tIlen \v-e buy and tIlen we sa-It 'em Ul). To prevellt' spoils like that.
Because we no Ilave no ice5-bxat tJlat tinle. So, we salt 'em up and
then we call that s inubwa. Throw' ern in a c11arcoal, eh. That
\yay .

PL: What you'call that, Tata?
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JT : 01arcoal. Cook' em wi tIl the tillunlJ. In Filipina, tinwlu.

PL: How about the meats, like.that, Tata? Meat, veget ...

JT: ·1v1eat, we no can. We jllStbuy enougll that we can use right away.
Because we l1ave no icebox.

PL: How about preservillg frul ts, .like that? Fruits, vegetables, like
tllat?

JT : Fruits, we pickle 'em Ltp. lVeplanting;. \vllen plenty, we harvest
from garden like that to pick up tIle stuff. And tIlen we pick 'em
up. And then we pickle up. We Pllt vinegar or soyu 1i1<e that. Or
else bagoong, we put that. That 's all. We can. just keep that about
three, four days. 'As all.

PL: vVhat killd of fruits did you used to pickle?

JT : TIle eggplant. Cook the eggplant with all th.at salty stuff. Thatyou
can ke~p 'em for i ~ATO or tPree ~ days. 1ike tha t .

PL: Besides eggplants, what else?

JT: TIlat' s all for kaukau. Fo·r what \ve eat in 11ome, like fruits, eh.
But these fruits in. the store now ,\Ve l1ave that before. In the store
get IJlellty. Bllt is not we buy plenty for keep hOTIle like that.
Ivlaybc, when we go---the kids go, buy enough for them to eat that day
or tOTI10ryow. That's all.

PL: Like what kind fruits did they l.lsed to sell at the store like that?
What kinds of...

J1': Oh, tIle ora.nge, apples, grapes. From the Mainlan'd, that. All from
the !vIainland.

PL: Oh, I see. What year was that when they had fresh fruits?

JT: From 1926 when I came Waialua. Over here in the store.

PL : 011, they l1ad al ready?

JT: lVe have, but all from tIle ~'1ailllallcl.

PL: Did you or Na.na used to pickle frui ts, like tllat? To preserve.' em?

J1': Yeah.. Tllat's all. Sometimes, pa!Jaya. We have plenty papaya to
preve11t them- - -before it comes ripes, we pick 'em up. lVe pick 'em
up and then we- - -what do you call that l<ind, now? lVe chop, we have
no-equipments for ....

PL: Oh, grating the papaya?
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JT: tvlaybe 11ad before, but I no think of buying stuff. lVe just chop,
chop wi th the kl1ife, you know. And then slice 'em up fine. TheIl \ve
put pickles. lVe put hot pepper and -vinegar. Tllat, long time, that
one, can keep. Maybe two weeks, three weeks, you can 'keep that

..wi tIl0ut icebox.

PL: 'Do you remelnber anything-~-if they have like com flakes, like that,
like what they have now?

JT: No, I don't remember that, corn flakes. This one just come out
lately, I think.

PL: Like wllat else you can. buy at tIle store tIlat you ,CaJ1 use 'em right
away, besides can goods like that? Did you have fresh sausages like
t}lat? Longganisa?

JT: That t S from tIle' Spanish land, tIle cl:ori zo to That one d.ry one, the one
in tIle can. I think that is from tIle States, the hard kind. Salt
dnrizo, like tIlat. 'As all they get. Portllgee sau,sage, no more,
but. Only tl1at.

PL: Andh.o\v you used to keep your foods so that the cockroaches like that
or bugs cannot get into that?

JT : (Lallg}ls) 011, yeall, tllatone. rro protect the rats or the cockroach
or flies like tha.t, cover up safety wi tIl the cover of the pot cover.
That's all.

PL: That's all?

JT: lVe got a safet)T wi th a cover. A1ld then the salad, we put 'em in tIle
shelves sometimes, wi tIl the cover. Beca.use sometimes, the cockroach,
you know, cockroach sneak tllemselves---struggle 'to go inside, ell.
Especially when they smell, so, we have to put cover to safety the
fooel tha,t· we have ..

PL: W}lat kind of things did you. use to kill the bugs, like that? Had
Raid, like tllat?

JI: No. Nothing. No more spray. No more. Only now, I think. I don't
kno'f\l \"hell these spray for lTIOSqlli toes, like tllat, a.nd for, tIle flies,
like that. But before, no. The flies you have to (tri\re 'em out only.
But 1110sqllitoes, we }lave da kine tJapanse mosquito ,plInk we call. TIlat
is for sleepil1g time in the nigllt.

PL: 0}1, l"llat year \vas that \vhen we h.ave 'ern? Wllat year about you was using
punks, like t}lat~

JT: Oh, longtinle. Before I cmneHawaii. TIlat \vas import by tIle United
States from Japan. When I came in 1926, tIley have that, yeah, a1ready !l

ItAs from Japan, I think.



PL: I-IO\\T about to kill rats like tlla.t? How you used to kill 'em? Did
you have poison for rats like that?

JT: No, 14e llave our rat trap. We buy from the store. Only now, they
.use poisons. l"1l1en they find out th~ cane is chew by the rats, then
tIley took poison in the cane field, like that. So, we .can have sonle,
·too, before w]lell we were in tIle plantation, eh. And then t]lere for
our chicl(ens like that, you know. But now, I don't know. Look like
they not using 110W. Plantation.

PL: Oh, did you used to have chickens? Did you use to raise chickens?

JT: Yeah, we used to raise for eggs like that.

PL: How many chicken you used to have? ApproxiTI'~tely?'

JT: Oh, ill that place, yeah, I think my hens was 15, 16 hens, I guess.

PL: Did you used to sell- - - if you }lave extra like that?

JT: No can. No can.

PL: Extra egg? No?

JT: I just keep 'em'for my kids. (Laughs)

PL: OIl, I see. lVhat else beside chicken. you llsed to raise?

JT: Oh, in plantation, I had raising pig too for 110me use. Pigs. ·Kil1.
A couple of them...

PL: How many pigs you used to have?

JT: I have one mother pig. And then I keep the babies, eh.

PL: When was this? When?

JT: In Kallika CaITIp. Vvaialua Plantation, but I stay in that section camp.
I-Ialemano side. Th.at was in 1931, '32. '32, I was th.ere, yeah. '32,
, 33, '34, '35, '36, I decide to go out from the plalltation, because
'as tIle 11ighest pay I get from the plantation is only dollar half a
day.

PL: Okay, Tata, you melltioned tl1at you used to cook in the morning, like
that, eh. Okay. How did you learn to cook food like that?

JT: Cook \vitIl tIle stO\Te. Tllis kerosene stove.
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PL: Did you learll 110\v to cook different kinds, like Japanese cooking? Did
you learn how to cook like that?

JT: No. We just cook in our way. In the beginning, we don't have the



stove, \ve used to cook \vit}l the firewood., e11. \Vl1ile I ,vas tllere.
1926 lmti1 1928, we stay cooking- --,some people is cooking in the
stove now, kerosene stove, but peoples cannot buy right away.

PL: ,Like what kind cooking? I don't mean how you cook it. It's what
kind you cook?

JT : 011, 1ike cook rice. And then, vegetables with dried sllrimp and cook
~ago~Eg, like that.

PL: 'Oh, is that ...

JT: Diningding latta.

PL: No ...

JT: 1:Vhen we h.appen we get littl~ bit money for buy meat, we buy meat.
Pork al1d cook' em in our way , Filipino way.

PL: AIld yOll said, \,,11ell you used to raise cllicken, Tata, is t11at just for
the eggs or you used to kill chicken to use cooking, too?

JT: Eggs, and then, when happen the hens can have some and we can bring
'em lIP until come big ,tIlen we kill. 'As all. Use of the chicken.

1Ve call1iot sell. No luore enougll for us yet. (Lauglls) Yeah. No
ca11 sell. No can make mOlley from the chicken. Only keep 'em and
talce the eggs when the hens ....when ready to 5 top 1aying egg, we
give theIn.about tvvo, th.ree eggs like that for hatcll. Tllen, that one
we ]1av'e to brin.g up. We carl bring' em right up. And then we think
it's good for pulehu already, we get some. We kill 'em.

PL: Did you ever raise chicken for fighting like that? Chicken fight?

JT: No. Because I was not gambling that time. No more money for
gambling.· (Laughs) No more.

PL: So, just raise chicken for eat and eggs, like that.

JT: Just raise for my own use. I get the kid.s. Home use only. Some
people, the gambling people, raise chicken for fight.

PL: Okay, 'rata, how abollt clothing like that? Your clot~es, did you buy
it from the store, plantatioll store?

JT: Yeah, from the store we buy. No more money, we just charge to the
store.

PL: How about special clothes like that? Did you ever go to a tailor
shop like that?

JT: Not happen tome. We people used to go outside. Some people, but
not me .. My side, ]10. Because I can buy from the store, from the
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plantation store, eh. Some peoples, they .like hokano kind, eh.
They call afford. Like especially the single man, ell, he go to\Vl1 to
tIle tailor. But me , I get 11ard time. I get four kids, and we are
six or eight people, you know. I cannot afford to. I just khaki .
.That's all I can afford. Khaki and ahina kind clothing. Pants. ~o/

wife. You know. Regular. \~lat we get from·the store is what we.use,
you know.. '

PL: .Al1d yOll mention, too, you said tIlat when you came, you had your
wife then. Do you remember if they had any clubs for women to join
so they can have fW1 like that?

JT : No. No more . No more that kin.d.

PL: ~And w11at do t}le'Alives used to do to keep them busy like that? lVhat
do they do?

JT: 'As all. Planting arowld the house. Planting beans. Like eggplant.
You know, for our kitchen, that. Parya, saluyot like that. 'As
,~llat we plallt. Because if alasi~ no need, we just go buy, like that,
no more InOne)T for buy . Ivlight .as well grow 'em up. Even just little,
I'm growing aroW1d my cane field. Squash around tIle Calle field. By
my yard is saluyot, any kind vegetables or' Fili11il10 vegetables like
that. So, we no' can buy, because we have no money enough to buy.
That's on $1.52 'a day. Too lTIucll for six people. Too small for six
people. .

PL: Okay, Tata. Now, let's go into about tIle War, theIl, Tata. lVllentlle
Japanese a.ttack Pearl ffarb'or., where were you at that time when ·the)!
attack Pearl Harbor?

JT: TIle Sunday at 7 0' clock, I was at home. I just got IIp al1d I hear
the planes in the morning. Then, when I came .out from .~myhouse, I
a.sk some of TI1Y n.eighbor, "I-Iow come? Why is this?"· "They all th.ey
practice. ft 'As what they said. Practice. But I saw the bullet come
out from the pla.ne, the United States plane, and otller Japanese
tl1at---SolUld of tIle oth.er plane is different kind sound as ours, yOll
kno\\l. So, they said that aIle to throw do\vn. I said, "lrVlly? If that
is p'ractice, al1d that is to bllnl down, how about the rnan inside?"
'As \vllY I talk to tIle old man over here, Lanlbatring, ell. Said, "No,
I t11il1k tIle tllillg fly just itself. No more TIlan." I said, "I d011't
thi11k, becallSe it's shooting, too." Yeah. So, wJlen time to fi re ,
\ve call see tIle fire, you k110W.. Yea}l. And then about 9 0' clock, on.e
mall COIne ll0TIle from Honolulu- - Ilino is 11is name.. Ilino my Inan wl1ile
I was '\larking in U.S.E.D., u.S. El).gineer, he's one of my man. He said,
"Ell, Jose, they attack Pearl Harbor!" I said, "Ell, what?" He said,
"TIley attack Pea.rl Harbor, the Japanese. Bomb the Pearl Harbor and
hangarwh~re we were working yesterday"- -that Saturday we were· working
eh- -said, "The ,~arehouse that we were working yesterday I the last
hangar to Kana side is blown out. Even the warehouse that we were
working." Said, "r no believe," in the first time.. But when I saw the
plalle fire already, and then producing fire and dive to the oCean
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like t11at, 'as when I know that is true.. Then, I hear the radio.
We have radio, some guys.

PL: .You said that you used to work at Schofield, okay, Tata. And you
said t11at you was working the day before they' bomb' near' Schofield .. ,

JT: I was worki11g that Saturday.

PL: So, you lucky you guys don't have work Sunday, eh?

JT: I was sLlpposed to go that Sunday. But another gang,. the Filipino guy,
Pisaro, plenty of his man did not make tl1e' 48 hours. So my gang \vas
straight from Monday througI1 Saturday. That was not "var time, y~t.

Only, \ve working for the 'defense job. So, the boss was picking ~up

all tllose who did not make the 48 hours. So ,Pisa~ro' s gang is
plenty people no more 48. So., the superintendent tell IllY gang
SU11posed to stay 110me tOlTIOrrOW, b~cause these guys can make their
110ur, e11. TIley make their hour for t11isweek. So, \\Te stay home.
But these guys ~vel1t, Pisaro, was there. But I dab' t lmow what
happen to them., because th.etrench that I was Slll)posed to dig that
day., Stmday, th.e trench that I was digging Saturday, that was bomb
over t:here. AJld then, Pisaro supposed to go t}1ere, but they changed.
BeforetJle \\Torkers go il1tO the job where he "vas assigned,the thing
\vas bOInbed already. So, may'be tJ1ey jllSt go back, or I. don't know
wl1el'e tIley .went . Because the trench was started with the maclline
gun ,you know.

PL: Do you know if anyb'ody from that gang died?

JT: No., no. ll1at's \vl1Y I believe tllat they were 110t in tIle otJler job at
that time, because was early, yeah. They were not in. the job. The
llext day, 'as \\T]1en we went to go up to work. But tIley sent us honle,
becatIse it's not too safety, yet. So, we went home. The third day,
'as when we went. 'As when rfound, tIle man that came that Saturday
on the 6tl1 of December- - -one IJlenty people.. 'As around hundr~d

people something to two hUl1dred in the tent. That's the place where
\ve clean tIp tllat day for tlleyset LIp tlleir tel1t. They can set up
their tent" tIle soldiers that is coming from the I\1ainland. But that
day, the t11ird day that I went over t'here, tIle one we clean up for
t}leir tent, is like nothing but holes, you know. From bullet holes ..
And Tny boss told ]118 the people t}lat stays in this tent was clean up.
Clean LIp. Not one sllrvive.. 'As ",rh.at my boss told lne. I dOll' t knO\~

]10\v true, becallse wIlen I caJlle, it's already cleall up. 1'}1e tent was
outside. Was pile up in the o1;ller side and pukas,. That was ....

PL: Okay, Tata, and you mention that you said your ]l1e11 supposed to .. · ..

JT : Suppose to ,·\lork t]lat day, SWlday·, yeaJl.

PL: ... ,vorl, that day. But then, the}7 just l1ad 48 hours and then.... you
mean to s.ay that you \vas some killd of supervisor then?

JT: I was a luna. I was the luna of that gang over there. I only work two
weeks, iIT'm not mistaken, the month of May. That year. Until three
weeks. Then, they need a·man that can understand. Then I was
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pull by the boss to be a pusher. Then~ they put me as a regular
lWla that time, because I can follow an.y ellgineer's mark, you know,
w11ereto dig and how much to dig. About sewer line and water line
like tl1at.,

PL: Can you explain more ab'out b'eing a pusher? What do you :mean by being
,a pus}ler,?

JT: Well, I 11ave to keep the----the boss, I ask the boss about what to
d.o over there, and I'm the one who be responsib'le to do it, see.
Just like the radio stations are. being dig, eh,~hey read tIle plan
to me. No fonn. No fonn, but by digging, the dirt is a form. 'As
the llardest one I get, yOUkll0"V. lvithout fonn. We have to dig, dig
about tllree inches, or six incl1es dO"VIl and 'we come out from the
1101e- -the footing like- -COTIle alIt about six inclles, like that. And tIlen
CaIne straight around six illclles.. Instead of pUtti]lg a mold--one
concrete block like tl1at- -for' footing', we put 'em i]1 tIle ground. ~Ve

cut the ground. like that. Shape like a molding. fvIold. That's the
one. 1'hen before my gang go, I got to know from th'e superintendent
what kind of job I have to do witl1 my men.

PL: So you used to "vork there, oka)T. How about tIle following week after
they bomb. How was the condition around vVaialua like that? Did they,
have a lot of troops, you kno\v, Anny man come into Waialua like that?

JT: 111 lVclialua, not much, 'by rvlokuleia, yeall. Moku.leia and tIlis side
here. All, every' intersection.s, all the bridges, all watch by the
Anny.. Because they not sure \v-hether the carrier bin went back
already:oi" 110t, see. So, they h.ave to watch. T11ey-have to be ·alert
for 24 ]lours, you know, tIlattinle. But the first tIling ,ve kl10W tI1at
\ve are safe, that's ,vhy. T11e radio says we are safe. But the. Anny
sta~y a\vake for 24 hours that tinle. lJntil was really clear.

PL: Did you do any vollll1teer work for the Army?

JT: No, ]10. I work for the Anny, but we get paid. Not vollmteer, that. time.
Maybe, some, but I don't }<now hO\\T true is that. Some guys over there
tIley 'say t11ey go for home defense.. TIley were. teaching people 110W to
defend the ll0me. Some old middle-aged people .... 011e of my friends
told )net}lat \\TC have a school for how to watch ourselves. In other
words, just like National Guard. The one cannot go to the front. We
teac}1ing over l1ere for to defend our own home over here. But, me, I
was at the j ob, yea11.

PL: Ca]1 you tell me your conditiollS, like, wl1ell they have martial law,
like that, can yOll "cell me abollt the blackouts? Did they affect yo~r

family?

J1': Yeah. In the night, everybody cannot put light on at our house.. ll1at' s
the llU1nbug of the civiliaIl t}lat's had. pleI1ty kids like that.. Because
they carn10t get light. We have to make ready at about 4 o'clock. Soon
as daylight get, everytl1ing must be ready for tonight, so the things to



356

be touch by nigIlt time, you llave to make ready in the day time,
because you have noligIlt. No lights at all. Evell our cars, we cannot
go out. We cannot go out wi tIl our affairs in the night. We can go in
the day time. With the ration, wellave five gallons. Some peap'le, ~wo,

·three gallon like that. 1 think I have five gallon a week 01" •••• 1
don't know. I forget that already. .

PL : You mean that's tIle gas rationing?

JT: 'Yeah, gas rationing. Yeah.

P,L: Did you use your car to go to work?

JT : No. I ,vas ridill£ tIle COnll)an-y' s trucl(. TIle used truck. Tllat is
sUPI-)ly by tIle caffipany ~ We no worry about tIle gas ,for go work and
come home, because we get tIle truck of the company . And then, the
truck is quicl( .. ' 1$ ready for everything, so we no use our car for
go to work. Some people tlla.tthey want. to'go \AJork with new cars,
new trucks from the compmlypass by their place say they are suppose to
brin.g t}leir car.. They get more ratioll now. They get more gas to lIse,
because they tell the boss tllat, "1 am workillg with my car.. So, I need
gas for go ta\vork." And tIley lleed the \vorkers, so they have to give
gas or tIley have to give ride or truck like that. But get in the
truck, aIle, two,people, like that, more better give them gasoline ..
'At's what they figure. Peoples over here, Waialua side, some. they
go 'with~ the car.

PL: kld did you used to work holidays like that, too? Did they force you
to work on the holidays?

JT: Y~u rnean, wartime?

PL: Wartime, yeah.

JT: Oh yes. When we put up the tent up Kolekole Pass, you mow, over
there.. ~Ve work lU1til about 12 o'clock. Com.e home, eat, wake up
6 o'clock, go IIp work. I forget, but, allyway, from 6 to 12, becau.se
tIle troops coming from th,e ivlainland, eh, and no more houses. No more
houses. The one over here was ·b·omb before ..

PL: So, you put up houses ...

JT: Put IIp tIle tent ..

PL: Tellt.,' like tha.t, for the Army? But then you was getting paid then, eh?

JT: All, we pay. We getting paid up on that.

PL: Did the ArmY man, did they ever mistaken you for a Japanese man?

JT: 1"10.
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PL: Becallse I heard, you know, that some Filipinos are mistaken by the
Army guys that they are Japa11ese , and ....

JT: ·No, I no hear that.

PL: I-Iow about rationing of food like tl1at? Did they have rationi.ng of .
food? --

tJT: Plantation?

PL: 1'10,110, no. During the War like that. Can you buy any much you want?
At that time?

J'f: 011, we call buy any muc}l. But wl1at tIle Anl1Y doing in tIle beginning
was ....wIlile the fight. was still kind of serious yet, eh~, they let
tIle people go work. And tiley give aid. Every workers that go up to
Schofield, like that, lllnch time, we go to the mess hall. No charge,
110 pay.. vVe no bring lunch from home. We no bring lllnch. Anyl)od:y hlUlgry
011 the job, go toth.e mess l1al1. LlU1Cll time. Eve11 in the nigllt tIley go.
Plenty eat. Plenty eat that time. You no eat vegetables like me
before. That time we went, n.othing but steak. Ste\v. tv1eat. Nothing.
TIle 111ell is tl11~owillg away .. VV11at they bring today. fv1aybe, that's
m(l~e me sick, you know,the food.. lrVllat get today, after this, today,
they tllrow away ·thell. Yeah. And thell when you see tIle cans, you
kll0W, the rubbish cans, eh, the slop cans outside, overflowing. Some
is good mea.t.

PL: So, during the \Var at Schofield Barracks, you get plenty food then?

JT: Plenty food.. Plenty food. Plen.ty ..

PL: Okay, Tata, let's talk about in 1946, you said that yo~ open up this
side of the farm, okay ...

JT: In '43.

PL: And in '46, you expand here?

JT: Yea.l1, I expand this 'sid.e in 1946.

PL: The plantation ha4 strike at that time.

JT: 1946, that's when I open this.

PL: Yeah, okay. Let's. talk about tI1is.
is that? Is that shipping strike?

1949 strike. l~lat kind strike
1949? You remember that?

JT: That is the stevedore, I think.

PL: Yeah.

JT: I was in Hawaiian Dredging at that time.



PL: Oh. But you had your farm, okay?

JT: I 11ad my farm~

PL: '.And did it affect you, like, maybe shipping your crops like that,
your Jlasu? Did it affect you?

JT: III tIle boat, yeall. That was affect little bit, but not too long,
because we are board on boat that time. No luore plal1e yet. Sowe
stay at tIle boat, yeah. So whell the ship strike, that is i11 1948.
'48., I stay by TripIer. No, no, Kunia Road. '48. No, that was '46,
tIle big strike .. Plantation strike. A11d t}len the boat strike ..... I
dOll't kll0W vvhat year was tllat, but tl13.t 'swhy we call110t ship our
hasu., because the stevedores.\vere on strike that time (1949) .

PL: Did you lose mon.ey because of that, or....

JT: No. No. Because my crop is different of the qther crop.. My crop,
if I no call sell in one month time, still can---if fyoni. now is
read)T maybe one, two, tllree months like that, still there waiting
for market. Not affected..

PL: Tata, what month do you usually harvest, like that? Dig up the
haStl?

JT: Mont}l of September. I used to start .September, SOllletimes August.

PL: And right, after you dig 'em out, you plant again, like that?

J1': Yeah,we used to do that before, but" you know, Filipino style, we
have to seedling yet, the pulapula. And then you will try to plant
in Filipino way by timing, you know to produce more hasu. That's
\vhat I do. ---,

PL: \Vhat you mean 11y timing?

JT: Tl1e timing, yeah. Because if you just soak 'em in, will give you a
l1asu, but not mucll as you plant in time. You plant in time of
planting of tllat kind stuff.

PL: So wh.at month?

JT: TIle saIne lTIOIltll. In e\Tery rnol1tJl, there is a planting time. Anytilne,
)TOU call plant, y'eah, lJut you sOlnetirnes ....

PL: How do YOll decide the planting time? How do you do that? I mean,
how do you know it's that planting time already?

J'T: I know. B)T lookin,g the calendar. \Vatching t11e moon. 'As my sign.

PL: Oh, the moon like that. You use the moon.
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JT: The moon. The moon, yeah. TJ1e ITIOOn go according to tIle tide, too.
TIlat's why I believe I llave more l1roductioll than plant any kind.
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PL: 011, I see.
like that?

What do you mean b)T moon? Is it full moon or l1al£ moon
I mean, what day of the month you usually plant?

JT: It depend' when is the full moon.

PL: 'But usually full moon you plant?

JT: No. Before full lTIOOTI. Three days before full moon. So ,\That you'}lave
to \vatch is the Ila1f moon. TIle rail up. Like this, eh. Like this
kind. Sun'clay~ tIle fi rst.

PL: (explaining) Okay, he's showing me the map now.

JT: 111e first, ell. 'As new moon over 11ere.

PL: (explaining) He's showing me a calendar right now.

t-JT: TIlis is half, yeah. Straight. Just like you cut 'em with a knife.
And tllen, aIle, two, t11ree, fouY, five, six, seven, eigllt. Yeah, 'as
full. Then, my planting is there.

PL : OIl, okay.

JT: Tllerl, \vhen. I come here, I follow th.isthree days time, Ipau.
rrhis is 110W a full moon ,ell.. Over }ler~ is the full moon. So, on the
tell, tIlis on.e llere, notlling. For this lTIonth. Notllin.g to plant.
TJlat is tl~e tinling. And Ik110w I get better crop done.

PL: ~l, I see. Mlen you dig 'em, too, cloyou take all at one time on,
like you said September, okay. Your harvesting month. Do you take
'em all at one time?

JT: You mean the wIlole harvest? It depelld if that one come up to two
th6uSllild,. three thousand pound, I dig the three thousand pound. If
fouY tllousand, I dig four thousand of it. TIle following week again,.
anotller two, three thousand, I pull. I pull tIle hasu.

PL: What kind of tools do you need for ... ·

JT: For digging?

PL: Yea}l. Planting the hasu.

JT: Only s~.ckle.. For cut the leaves alld t11e vines. But to bring out
the 11asu from the mud by }land power.

PL: Oh. Just.pull 'em out?

JT: No, no" . l'\Te' have to clean up" The thing is layi.ng dOWl1 on the
ground like tha.t. So we clean up the ·side. And take tIle baby out.
Float the baby out. And then you stick your hand like this under the



hasu, and tllen you take 'em out. Is easy. Otherwise going broke.

PL: How 10]lg the hasu roots like that? The averB:ge length.

JT: ·1'he 1ellgtll of the hasu? Oh, sometimes, five., six joint. That's
about tllree feet sometI1ing. Get this le]lgtll.' Most time like that
'wI1ell I get the ...

PL: And Il0W many in one? In one hasu, like that, how many roots you
can take from there?

JT: No, no. The hasu is come from the vine. TIle leaves, now. You see
tIle hasu? You can see there now, eh? The hasu, the vine is over
here~he leaves over here. 1ne vine is over here. And every one
foot apart is a110ther leaves again come up. And where the leaves is
anotller brancll again go out. You see;. But 'when time to prodllce
}lasu like tllat,' you goi]1g prodllce }lasll already. The roots. Thel1 ,
-instead of branc}l out, the hasu come up. I mean, the potato come.
Hasu. 'As the one you going dig.

PL: How about 'wateI'ing stuff like that? f-Iow you used to water?

Jrr: No, I l1everspray. That hasu patch cannot de'penel only hanawai
like that or punlp. Pump and flooding up. 24 110urs flooding up.
Because '''}lat these plCUlts ·like is water all the time. Only whel1 the
first five days after you plant, you cannot give plenty water,
becau..se they going float. So you can leave-about one, two weeks like
that unti+ leaves come up already, so it goes .... tIle roots is holding
tIle dirt already. They cannot go away from there. Unless big 'flood
like tIlat. Then, that tilne float and go.

PL: So, all this field water is from the spraying water?

JT: All Jlasu plants got to be sprayillg water. I only pump a little water
at the place Wlle!'e the spring water cannot go up too muc}l. In other
words, the spraying cannot dig enough.

PL: And are you using a pump rigllt now?

JT: Yea.h, yeah. Right now.

PL: Since \vhen you started using pUInp?

JT: Oh, tIlis one, I llotice tIlis w'ater CaIne do,vn smaller now in tIle sprillg.
lVllell tIle pla]ltation Ii.ad a big well over tllere for tl1eir own big ptunp,
tIlat good. Like now, ell, tIley plll11ping over th,ere no\v. Hard time,
ell.. Pwnping. I hear that pump over there stay up tIle mountain is one
hLlndred feet below the sea level. So, wl1en tIle tlliIlg will pump,
SeeTIIS to me tllattIle sTIlall rain instead of coming down to th.e spring,
t11ey go down to the hole.. Because why tIle water come small? That is
what I think. Every like this comes small.
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PL: Like you, Tata, ' now, when did yOll use tIle pump for plUllp? \Vhat year?

JT : Wai t, wai t. It's ab'out three, four years.

PL: 'Oh yeah?'

JT: Three, fOll!' years I blly PlUIlp!t Because one place over here, no can.
No more enough water.

PL : I-Iow TIlallY aC,res the one you need for pump water?

JT: Oh, about two acre. Two acre and tIle one stay up. TIle spring \vater
go. No can give en,oug]l. ,So I have to Plunp from the TIlainsllring,
because not only one spring. The spring up is that one small one.
But the ot}ler small spring-down flowing-this way. I canplUIlp that
water go up that way. So ,my hasu is havillg enough now. I-Iad the
tIlree pump runniIlg everyday. One tIlree-inch.. And two two - inch . Now,
I get enough water.

PL: And wIlen you llarvest, T~ta, how many helpers do you have like' that?

JT: Sometimes, three, four guys like that. Some part timers outside.
rrhe'y come and pull Saturday, ell. ivly sclledule totlleivlainland is
Ivlonday, so part~tiTIlerS like p'lantatlon people- -they no work Saturday,
and ISW1day, eh--so 'as when I pull. Saturday and Sunday.

PL : And you pay them by. how?

JT: By pounds. 12¢ a pound.

PL: Pulling the weeds like tllat" you don't 11ave regular workers to do
that?

JT: I have. I have.

PL: Oh. How many regular workers do you have?

J1' : I Ilavetwo l1ere 110W . Cannot. \V11en I get five tllousalld POU1ld for one
week, these two guys going get lIard time. But if I keep enough to
11rillg out tIle £ive tllousalld a week., I cannot, because sometimes tIle
orcler will come down, e]l. Sometimes come down to two tllousand, three
tllousancl. l']le two guys can take .care tllat. Sometimes 0111y one
tlloll~al1d. '(Otl lalO'V, the Inarket is floocled, like t}lat. 111.eyr gOillg
C1Jt dO\\11, so, I ]lave 110 jobs for tIle five people if not tIle pullillg.
Yeah.. rnlat' SWh}T I pick up tIle part-tilners outside. So I told my
clLstomer in the Mainland, "I only can ship you by iv10nday or Tuesday 0 "

Tllat figure, I can have part timers---people working the regular on
the week days. I can pull Saturday and Sunday, you see. I can bring
in and SW1day afternoon, I get all the hasu over here. The next day,
tIle wa}lines--ITI)' wife and all the helps--="Wash tIle hasu. I get the­
machiI1e. Not hard to wasIl. JlISt sI100t 'em "vi tIl tIle maclline, ell. And
tIlell we crate 'elll up. And ready for Monday or Ipau early !vlonday;
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Tuesday to the plane. So I don't tJ1ink I get trouble wi th the
work.ing , because lean chaI1ge arolIDd my schedule.

PL: ·011, you using plane' now to ship 'em?

JT: .Yeah , over there. Because ...

PL: Since wI1en you started using plal1e to ship?

JT: By box.

PL: I mean, WIler} did you start using plane to send your crop to t11e
Mainland, like that? What year? What year you started?

JT: Before I was pin to the boat in nineteen ...

END OF INfERVIEW
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