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BICXiRAPHlCAL' Sillv1MARY: a-IARLES SAKAI, st'ore owner

Charles :Mutsuyuki Saka.i was born on Sep,temb'er 21, 1910 in Halei\Ala.
His parents, Japanese immigrants, were l)You.ght to Hawaii to work on
the sugar plantations. In 1907 they opened a store where Charles worked
while also attending school.

After high school., Charles worked full-time in the family store,
taking over its mana.gement in 1939. In 1954, a ne\~ store replaced the
origirlal OI1e. III 1975 that store was replaced by a large modern super-­
mark.et, but it remains very much a family operation.

Charles is married with four children. 'He is in semi-retirement;
enj oying golf and bowling when not managing the store. T11e Sakais live
in Honolulu.
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Tape Nap 1-6-1-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW*

with

Charles Sakai (CS)

July 10, 1976

Haleiwa, Hawaii

BY: Dale Hayashi (DH)

DH: Could you tell me a little bit about when and where you were born?

CS: I was born in Haleiwa on September 21, 1910.

DH: Where were your parents born?

CS: My parents were born in ~Hiroshima, Japan.

DH: Before conling to Hawaii', did your parents have any expectations
about over here? What was the reason why they came? Do you know?

CS: They came to Hawaii because the f~mily was in debt and they needed
to earn enough money to repay the debt. They were under a three
ye~r labor contract with the sugar plantation. And as time went
on, children~ were born and so'they ~ecided to make their living
here in Hawaii.

DH: As soon as they came here, they moved to Haleiwa or.~ ..

cs: No, they first came to the island of Hawaii, I think. Then later,
they moved to Maui and t'hen 'to f-Ionolulu,.. While in Honolulu, t.hey
came to Waialua, worked forWaialtia,~lantation for a while. And
~fter that, he (father) had an opportunity buy one small grocery
store, ~o, that's where he started. That was in 1907.

DH: The rest of your family, right now, where are they?

CS: I'm married to Myrtle,Tateishi. She's from Honolulu. We have four
children, two boys and two girls.

DH: How do you get together these days? Do you get together at all
or ...-.

CS: My children?,

DH: Or your whole family.

cs: All our children live in Honolulu except my son Paul who lives
in Haleiwa.. We get together quite often on ma-ny occasions SllCh

as birthday and family picnics. They (children) have their pwn
~.;--.--~._----_ .._--_.:-----~----. ,'.. ~ ... r •

After the tapcJ IntervIews, Mr. Sakal made written additions which have been
incorporatcJ into the transcript.
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families, you see.. i\1y Jaughter Doris has three boys.. ~1y son
Tommy has two children; one boy and one girl. And my Barbara
has' two girls. Paul is not married.

DH: How much schooling have you had?

cs: I graduated from Leilehua High School.

DH: Could you describe for llle a typical school day when YOll were a
child? You went to Haleiwa ...

cs: I attended the Waialua Elementary School for eight years and we
went to Leilehua High School for four years. In those days~ there
were no junior high schools. I graduated in the year 1930.

Teachers were allowed to discipline students by spanking when
necessary. Lunches cost five cents a day.
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DH: Could yOll describe a typical school rl'3'\T?
'-.L.U-J • What you used to do ...

CS: During my high school years I drove a car for Mr. Takemoto who
was running the school bus through Kawailoa district and other
places to our high school. He allowed me to driv~ his Ch~vy to
pick up four or five other students to pay· for my part of the fare.
I was fortunate enough to be able to get' a ride to school free
for four years.

DI-I: From ninth grade" then, you were driving?

CS: I got TI1Y license in 1925 when I was 15 years old. Since then I
have be·en helping out the family store by making deliveries.
I take pride in llly perfect driving record to date.

My brother was a kind of sickly person, so I used to take his
route, you know. I'd go out in the camp, take orders and at the same
tilne make deliveries. Then after graduation, I was fully paid
theieafter. My father was still running (the store) at that time.
Later on he retired so my brother took over.

DH: As a child, how did you go to elementary school?

cs: School was just about a mile from home so we all walked to school.

DH: Had language school, like that?

CS: All Japanese c'hildren were expected to ,attend the .Japanese language
school. After the elementary school, we go .to Japanese school.

DH: That was what, Taisho Gakko?

CS: We went to Taish5 school which was sponsored by the Haleiwa Jodo
Mission, a ~uddhist organization.

DH: And a school day was from what time to what time?



cs: Our elementary school started from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and the Japanese
langl1a.ge school followed wi th an hour class.

DH: lli.gh school was ....

CS: High school is about the same, too. Same hours" I believe~

DH: How did you get along with the other children like that?

CS: I didn't have·trouble ht all. I got along alright with the bther
folks. No trouble at all.

DH: Through high school ,too?

cs: Through high school too. I've never had any fight with anybody
that I know of.

DH: During school, what kind of discipline were administered? You know,
disciplinary action.

CS: We diclrl' t have as mu,ch trouble as we do today because our parents
were very strict and stressed moral education. The teachers were
very strict and were permitted by parents to discipline children
when it was necess~ry. We were taught to respect 'elders and teachers.

PH: JJ()h~ would you compare your education with your children's edllcation?

cs: Th8r'(' j s no 'comparison i.nthe educational opportunities of Ollr
children and us. Our parents were immigrants and working all
JaY,al:J night just to support the family. They had no tilne for
the:i r chi ldren. I was more' fortunate :than my parents were" but
I was also saddled with responsibi.lity at. an early age. I was forced
to stop my euucati on after high school to help sllpport nlY brother's
fanri 1y, myf:'l1nily and my parents, but 1 have worked hard to provide
my chi,ldrcn with all t.he opportunity for good education. They were
all educated 'in private high schools nnd all of them have graduated
from llniversit-ies.

DH: Lookj Ilg 11ack thT'ough your e 1enlentary schoo], hi gh schoo '1 , \A.J~lS there
any pc rSOll thclt t.aughtyoll a lot (lbout sOJnething'? Anyone person
or persons?

cs: No.

D11: Not. 'really.' You were saying your first job was at the store, yeah,
your father's store? About how old were y011 when you started working?

cs: I star-ted v~ry early helping with deliveries after school and worked
Juring the Slumner at a hoarding h{juse in a pineapple camp serving
meals. I\fter high school J stnrted working full time at our ftllnily
st6re. l was twenty years 01 d \-\Then I started working for my father
(full time).

DB: Before that was just help:ing then?'
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CS: Yes, it was work without any pay_ I was paid fifty dollars a month
when I started working full.time. 'In those days, full time meant
about fourteen to sixteen hours.

DH: Have you had any other jobs besides ....

cs: No~

DH: That was all? Just that family store. Can you describe for me
a typical day at work? What you used to do like that.

cs: We. would start cleaning the store at about fi~e in the morning ~nd

it would take an hour or so. Then we would have our breakfast.
After breakfast., we would start stacking merchandise on the· shelves.
In those days, we did not have many customers coming to the store
to buy because the houses were scattered over the plantation and
they did not own a'ny cars. They depended on the store to bring
their order to thenl. We close our store at lOp".ln. and \-Je would
go to bed at 11 p.m.

DH: Most of your sales was done how?

cs: We had mostly charge actounts. In those days, the workers were
paid by the month and so they would put all their purchases on
account and pay jt' all when their payday comes. So at the end of
the month, you have to make a statement,' you know.
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DH: Did YOII make deliveries. like that, too? To the different camps and stuff?

cs: We used to make deliveries once or twice a week.

DH: What camps you used to go to?

cs: Well, we had the district of Haleiwa, Waialua, and then Kawailoa,
Opaeula, Takeyama Camp.

01-1: Where is TakeYcuua Camp?

cs: 1'akeyama is way up going Opaeula way.

DH: Past Opaeula?

cs: Yes.

DJ-I: Way in the mountains then?

CS: Yeah, about .... four, five miles, I think.

DH: The camp Dpaeula, it's at the same place where ...

CS: That's a pineapple campD 'That is also about th.at far---five and
six miles.

DH: Is it on the same road or ....



cs: W~ll, it branches out and to go to Opaeula, you would go straight
up the road. But to 1'akeyama Camp, you would turn right at
Pump 3 camp and go straight up.

DH: Th~ Opaeula Camp is the same Opaeula Camp that stay up there right
now?

CS: Yea.b.

DH: They're the same place?

CS: We 11, there's no camp right now, though. They're all t'aken' down
already.

DH: And when you went into like Waialua, there were different c~mps,

right? Fi lipino c,amp ••.

CS: We went into the camps in Waialua to do' business. There were
carnps like Mill Calnp, Lua Camp, et cetera.

DH: Mill tamp? Around the mill?

cs: Yeah, around the mill.

DH: Right where ...

CS: The camps were mostly around the Hongwanji Temple.

DH: And Haleiwa area was just all around ...

CS: Just this block here. (Meaning. the area around the store)

~

DH: Were there any machines like that at the store? Any kind of machines?

CS: We owned thtee trucks for delivery and we had four employees.

DH: So as soon' as you started working, ybU had trucks?

cs: We had cars already at that time. Trucks.

DH: In the store, you had any kind of machines?

CS: No ..

DH: Everything was done by hand?

CS: In fact, in ,those days, we didn't have any meat department. Later
on, about 1939 or 1940, I started the meat department. I had the
opportunity to go into town twice a week to learn how to cut meat.
Aoki Store showed me how to cut meat.

DH: So then aft~r that you opened the meat department?
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cs: Yes, after that I opened up my meat department.

DH: Where'd you get the meat like that from?

cs: Kah~a Rancha I always started early in the morning to go over there.
You wait for your turn to pick up your meat. Lbad it in the truck
and come home. That's in Ewa (Kahua).

DH: You had reglllar refrigeration?

cs: We had refrigeration. Later on we got a cutting,ma.chine, but, gee,
that was many years later. War started in 1941, so maybe four or
five years late~ we got the cutting machine.

DH: When YOll first started you said you were getting about fifty dollars
a month.

cs: Yes.

DH: At about twenty---at age twenty ...

CS: Age twenty, yes.

DlI: 'fhen s'1owly your pay used to increase?

cs: Slowly they inc,reased it. Later 011, wage control came in.

DB: This is about when? Wage contl'ol?

cs: In the '40's, I think.

DH: Were there certain jobs in the store that men did and certain that
women did ....

cs: Well. Only my wife was helping me then. We got married in 1936.
And sh,e was helping me all the time thereafter.

DB: What were your expenses like? Your major expens,es?

cs: Well, the wages were the biggest expense. Lease rent.al was c.heaper
then. I can't give you a figure because I don't have the figures
W'j th TIle.

DH: When you first started working, then, you were staying with your
parents?

cs: Yes.

DH: I see. So like then you yourself didn~t have to pay a~y rent or
anything.

cs: No.

D11: Your food, did you have a garden or you guys used to just---f-rom
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the store or ...

CS: We drew our food from the store and recorded it as personal drawing
in the books.

DH: Was there any other things that you had to pay for yourself?
Any kind of expenses?

CS: No. Since T was not married at the time, my parents supplied me
with food and clothing.

DB: So then YOllr income was adequ,ate at the time?

CS: Well, yes. I would say adequate.

DH: What kind of banking services were there?

cs: We did business with B:ishop Bank.

IHI: 'That's riTst Huwai ian t.hen?

CS: Now it's First tlawaiian. We've been banking\vith thenl from the very
beginning. rf'hat's how many years. 1907 to now.

DH: Were the savjngs systems and borrowing systems like that, were they
the same as it is now or a little different?

CS: We hardly borrowed from banks at that period. Everything was bought
in cash. If' we Jidn't have cash, we didn't buy. But. we have
found out since then that if we don't have a credit rating, it
is hard to borrow when we need it. After all those year'S of doing
business with Fjrst Hawaiian Bank, they refused our ]oanapplication.
In fact, they turned me down twice. In 1954 when we built that
first Halejwa SuperJnarket, they turned me down. This (present)
one here', they turned me down again. The first loan, 1 got it from
Central Pacific B~lnk. 'fhis t'imc, T got it from State Savings.
Under t.hat circumstance. our credit standing is listed in the
IJUll and Bradstreet Rat.i!lg house in the ~,opbracket division. This
is a cockeyed world of business, I must say.

DH: As you went to the new store, did expenses increas'e? The one that W~lS

built in J954?

cs: Ob yes.

DH: So you had more hired hands and everything?

CS: Certainly. We had almost 25, including part-timers. We have close
to fifty employees now.

DH: Where djd you meet your wife?

cs: Mr. 001 and Mr. Murakawa from Honolulu introduced us.
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DH: Did you date at a]l or ....

cs: Yes. We did date several times.

DH: Can you tell me ...

cs: 'l'hey hTing a pictlrre to show you. You look at it and approve or
disapprove.

DH: WIlen di d YOll first meet her? Was it ...

cs: We first met 'in December of 1935 and were married on February 29,
1936.

DH: Leap year. You can tell me little bit about the wedding---how was?

cs: We had our wedding cerenlony at Jodo Mission and the reception
was at Yamada's.. Reverend ~1iyalnoto performed the ceremony ..

DH: You had a honeynloQn?

CS: No such lllCk. 1 worked the very next day.

Dl1: Could you describe for me your first .home that ....

cs: My first home was a two bedroom house next io Araki Store~

011: rrhe florist side of Arakj Store?

cs: No, the 0IJposite' side.

))11: So you were renting it from someone then?

CS: During o'u.r lifetime, we have moved homes about ten di.fferent times.
It's hard to believe that when we look back .during our forty married
years. We lvere in town for awhile, too.. My wife is fyom Honolulu,
so she didn't care much about country life. Even when we got
married, every weekend I used to take her b,]ck in town, you know.
The family (wife's) used to .live .in town, Nuuanu Street.
When we opened. our· previous supermarket in 1954, we returned back
to Halc.iwa and boarded ·Ol1.r children at MiJ-Pac Institut.e. When
my wife retired from the business in 1965, we decided to return
to au·r house in Honolulu t.o be near our children.

DH: When did you buy yOUT first home?

cs: My first hOJne? lVe built OllT home on 11aleiwa Road where ~1rs. Umane
is living at present.

01-1: By the boat harbor?

cs: Yes.

DH: It's right across where the Umeda store used to be.
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cs: Right there. It must have been about five thousand square feet
of land,.

DH: Is the house still there?

cs: It's still there. It's a three bedroom ho~e. We built it for
about three thousand dollars. It was built during the Depression
years so labor cost was at the lowest point.

DH: This was about what year?

cs: It must have been in 1939.
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DH: This home, your parents built itor.... this is before· you were married?

CS: It was after I got married. I got married in 1936, so naturally,
it must have been after that.

DH: You bought. it YOlrrse 1£?

cs: 1 think I sa.ved enough to buy my own.

DH: So you felt pretty good about buying ...

cs: Yes.

DH: Who would clean the house like that?

CS: My wife used' to clean.

DH: So she u~ed to. do most of the household thores?

cs: Household chores, and took care of my three children.

DH: Did you used to do anything, any kind of...

cs: I did the yard work on Sundays because during the War, the store
closed on Sundays.

DJ-I: What kind of food yOll used to eat?

cs: We ate most any ki.nd of foods. Fish, nleat, and all those things.
In those days, we ate a lot of rice. We had rice for breakfast
but today, our di.et has c'hangcd somewhat.

DH: When you were a kid, about the same thing, too or ....

CS: Oh, when we were kids we used to eat lot of fish beca.use fish was
bountiful. We had meat about twice a week. My parents enjoyed
their fish and meat did not agree with them. Fish peddlers came
everyday to sell fresh live fish. Fish, vegetables or ....

DH: Any kind of fish dish that ...



cs: Sashimi ..

DH: That you at.e before that you ....

CS: Same thing.

DH: Mostly fresh fish, then?

CS: Fresh fish from the sa.E1p~.1.! was brought evelyday by a fisherman's
wife.

DJ·I: Dried fish, what?

cs: We had dried akule at times.

DH: You got your food ,mostly from the store, you said?

cs: Yes, we used our food from the store.

DJ-I: Can you remember how mllc.h c.ertain foods eost before? Like say about
when you gradtlated .....

cs: r don't qui te remerrlber any of the prices now, 'but those days were
cheap, ,anyway. Maybe tofu was about ten cents. Toda~ it's ....

DH: Seventy-five.

CS: Breau \vas about twenty cents. It's forty cents today. Forty or .
fifty cents? .

DH: About fifty.

cs: A bag of rice was close to ten dollars. It's close to twenty dollars
today.

DII: Vegetable like that were pretty cheap?
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cs: I think vegctahlc wns so cheap~ Lettuce

DII: What kind of heati'ng or cool ing facl 1j ties you had, like maybe at
home?

cs: At home we had electric.

DH: Had electricity?

cs: Electric ra~ge.

DB: Oh, at that time, they had electric range?

cs: Yes ..

DH: When that? About ...

cs: In 1936 we had electric stove, heater, washer, Electric refrigerator.



DB: Was that c-onsidcred kind of high class?

cs: No, I don't think so. People were buying those appliances already.
It was a necessity, already. Well, when we were attending elenlentary
sc.hool., we still used to blly block ice. It must have beenaround
the early 1920's.

DB: D:id your whole family eat together?

cs: rrhe men ate first and the Indies would follow.

DtI: And what kind of l.!tensils you used to use?

CS:. Aluminum utensils.

DH: And you eat with the hashi?

CS: Chopstick was used most of the time. We hardly use fork and knife
those days bee.nuse we never hud a whole steak to 'ourselves.

DB: Did yOll share your food wi th other peap Ie? tvtaybe YOll make samethj ng,
you give somebody or something like that.

CS: Hardly.

DH: Mostly within the family?

CS: Within the famjly ..

DB: What did you do in your free time like that'? If you had free time.

cs: I played a lot of baseball and later we had a bowling league sponsored
by the market when the IGA market opened.

DH: rrhis is ...

cs: 'I'his is around 1928 like that. Maybe around freshman, sophomore
years. 1925, '26, '27, around there. I used to play baseball
·i n Jny frC~lman 7 sophomore years, and after graeiuat.i.on played in the
1928 championship temn.

DB: After you started working, you"used to ...

CS: After T starteu l\lorking, I played on Sundays.

DH: You tlsecl to play in any leagues or anything?

CS: Yes, I played in country 1eagues. (Laughs) Haleiwa baseball
team won the championship in 1928 when Higashi and---Kanemori played.
We had a good team those days.

nIl: Then as you· got older, you used to still play baseball?

CS: After r got married, I played very little.
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DH: After YOll got married, yOll used to do any.kind of sttlff after you
pau work?

cs: I didn't have much time to play after being married because we had
our first child at the end of the year.. I worked hard but enj oyed
Ollr new ] j fe with Iny w:i fe and baby .....

Dfl: Did you belong to any Clllbs 01' o-rganizations?

CS: Twas Cl Lionfs Club Inelnber, advisor of Haleiwa Jodo Mission Japanese
Boys Cluh.

DH: Lion's?

cs: I had to quit because of business circumstan·ces. I was a memb·er
for two years and ,I had to res-i gn.

OIl: Bf.:~fore that, what?

cs: ~.~~~J~_ Bowling Club, Puholu Bowling Club, 'Grand Dad Bowling Club ..

DH: Why did you join the Lions Club?

cs: That's a service club. I wanted to do sonlething constructive by
some means of service to our community.

DH: So why did you quit? Because of business?

cs: My business commitment.

DH: Not enough time or something?

cs: Couldn't make the meetings. I had to drop out.

DII: During the years, you had any kind of accidents, illness, seriolls
ac.cidents, illness?
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No, I'm pretty lucky at
all these years.

-f· t.. ..~ .4-0
lJld.L, I have been quite healthy

DB:' And then the children that you ...

cs: f\1y ch.ildren?

·011: They were born where, in the· home or hospi tal?

CS: We have four children. Doris was born in Honolulu at my in-laws'
house. rfwo boys were born in Ha leiwa at home, and the youngest
was born at a hos·pital in lIonolulu.

01-1: I-Iow 'would you go about getting the midwife?'

cs: We just ask her to help deliver the baby and she takes care of the



mother and baby after its born.

DH: So three of your children were born in Haleiwa then?

cs: No~ two daughters were born in Honoltilu. We got a midwife in town.
Mrs. Kishinami took care of the two boys.

DH: That Kishinami Store?

cs: Yeah i that Kishinami Store.

DH: You knO\AI \Alhat \AlaS done to any retard'ed children· li.ke that?

CS: I didn't have any retarded children~ so I don't know.

DH.: YOlI knew anybody that had or what they u:sed to do?

CS: No. I don't know.

DH: You heard of anybody cOlnmitting Sllicide?

CS: No, not that I know of.

DH: Could you describe sanitation conditions like, in the community--­
sewage, garbage, streetcleaning.

CS: I think we have a fairly nice and clean commu.nity and we would like
to keep it as it is.

DH: And then garbage like that ...

CS: Pig-raisers come and pick up the garbage. So ~hat part, we don't
~ave to worry~ Every afternoon somebody comes and picks QP the
garbage.

DJ-I: What about rubbish like that?

CS: We used to burn rubbish. We can't burn rubbish under the clean
air ordinance,. so we conlpress rubbish and have it picked up by a
private company.

011: Streetcl cani ng, what, were they ...

cs: Streetcleaning is d6ne by the City and County Maintenance Division.

DH: They used to cut the grass and stuff?

CS: City and County also takes care of the grass and trimming of trees
along the highway.

DH: From long time back, then?

CS: Yes.
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END OF SIDE ONE.
SIDE 'fWO.

DI1: 110w did you used to travel around to anyplace?

cs: Automobile.

DH: Automohile? Did you ever own a horse or bicycle aT ....

CS: Our fClnri] y used horse and buggy t.o d·o business at the beg:i nning.
I remember feeding the horse. I owned a bicycle. I remenlber seei'ng
three horses at one tinle. f..1y kid sister and' I used to cut up the
cane tops, mix it up with barley, and feed the horse.

DH: When di d yOtl own your first car?

CS: rrhat' s after high .school"

DH: Oh, then when you st.arted working, then you had yo'itr OWl} car?

CS: Much later. Before that, my parents had the car so we used it, too.

DJ-I: When you got your first car, how did yOll pay for it?

cs: We borrowed from t.he bank.

D11: Not.e s?

.C5: Mont.hly pay~ent.

DH: You went abOtlt" ..

cs: It lTIUSt have been around 1935. Just before I was married.,.~ anyway.

DII: When yOll got your own car? You renlember who had the first car?

CS: In Haleiwa?

DH: Yeah. Or even Waialua.

CS: Gee, that, I don't know. As far us Ollr store was concerned, we were
the f.irst olle in Halei\va to own one. We had a Mode.! 'f truck.
They l.lsed to have one, t\vO, th'ree shifts. Clutc.h, reverse.
It had a hand-crank. We tlsed to hand-crank to start the car.
Later on we had self-starters, but before that, you got to choke
the starter.

DIf: You knew of .anybody who used to share cars; 1ike a group of people
get togeiher then they buy a car and.then they share the car?

CS: It was heing done among the Filipinos, hut like the Japanese people
didn't do that. They bought their own cars.

01-1: At that time, had any type of public transportation?
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CS: We had taxi comniuting from Haleiwa to Honolulu.

DH: What abollt the train that used to go ....

CS: We had trains running to lIon·olu.Iu sonlewhere in 1925. Guests came
by train to the Haleiwa· Hotel. rrhat's early in· 1920.

DB: About: the 1940's., the train was still running?

CS: No. I Jon' t think it was rtlnn·ing at that time.

DH: You eveTTodc on a train? 'fo go ....

CS: No, I don't thjnk so.

DH: Was that only for pl antation or anybod·y c.oli] d ride?

CS: No.,.i t wa s for the Pllbl ic ..

DH: 'rhen you just puy a fare?

CS: Yes.

DH: You can remernbe.r abollt how much it was?

CS: Gee, I don't know. It used to go as far as Kahuku and back to
the Honolulu depot at Aala Park or Aala Street.

Dl-I: Plenty people used to ride the train?

CS: Well, so-so, I guess. I don't know.

DH: How was the postal system over there?

CS: We ha<.l one in Haleiwa, one in Waialua.

DB: Ilid yOll ever send m~]il to relat-ives like thCJt across t.he sea? 1'0
,Jap3n or the Ma-j n] and'?

CS: ltVe used to ma.i 1. to Jap~)n.

DH: Japan';'"

CS: I used to have a sister in Japan., so we used to send her Illoney.

DB: 110w fa r hCJck did the first post office ....

cs: In Haleiwa?

DH: Yeah.

cs: Tn 1925 we ~lad post office so it's maybe ear] ier than that., I think.

D~I: How <.lid you find out about things happening in the community like that?



Any kind of things ha.ppcnjng~

CS: Thro'ugh the newspaper and' radio.

DH:, l'h~re was a paper ill the communi ty?

cs: Yes ..

nB: You remember what it was cal]ed?·,
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cs: IIonoJulu Star Bulletin ..
i~ochf:- .......--.-.- -~ ...........---.--~-, Honolulu Advertiser ..

DH: Whjt about for just the Waialua-Haleiwa area?

cs: Local paper?

DB: Yeah ..

cs: None.

DH: Oh, how did you find olit about things going on in the immedia.te
lIaleiwa-WaialllCl area like that?

CS: Through the rcgpl ar newspaper and :f"adio or mOllth to mouth report.

DH: Mostly just the important things would go in the p~peT?

cs: T suppose 56.

DB: l\That about finding out stuff froln the outer islands or Mainland
like that?

CS Newspaper and radio.

DI-:I: YQU, can rememher about how far back the paper started-·--the papers
around here? Li.ke when you were out of high school,. there was a
newsp3per already?

cs: Y·es. 1 used to deljver the ,Japanese paper~ I delivereJ the Nippu
Jiji. Later the Hawaii. Hochi. 'They paid me ten dollars a mo'nth~-~-

'i:=o~i:"- de 1-j very a roun-dtl"c 11a'Telwa aTca ..

DH: For how many paper?

cs: It came in 3 sack of thirty or forty papers.

DI-I: Thi s was everyday?

cs: Evpryday in the evening.

DB: Were there .any magazines at that time?

cs: I guess so.
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DH: Did you ever subscribe to any? Not until later?

CS: I sllbscribed to Look magazine and Li fe magazine much later in life.

DH: Ca~ you remember when you got your first'radio?

cs: Radio? I don't remember.

DH: Your first TV?

cs: About 1959 or 1960 ~ We had poor. ;receI)tion out here.

'DH: Did you listen to the radio a lot?

cs: Not much.

DH: What about watchjng TV?

cs: From a few years ago, I had more time to watch TVhin the evening.

DH: When you first got your TV, then, you were living out here or you
were living in town?

cs: We were living in town. We had good reception in Alewa Heights.

DH: You remember any shows tha~ you used to watch long time ago?

CS: 'fed Mack's Amateu.r Houy, Pro Bowl, baseball, news, I Love LlICY.

DJ-I: When you WCnt~ managing the store, you used to talk to your' neighbors
or your friends about communi ty news, any kind of things ha,ppening
like that?

cs: For conversationis sake, we talk. That's about it.

DH: And when did you llsed to talk wi th them?

cs: During working hours in the store. Wherever I meet them.

OfT: You know when people gossip like that, can you remember what it
w~s usually about?

CS: When we go out-j n the camps to take orders, we hear gossip but
'we keep it to ourselves. It's poor business to repeat gossip, so

I keep it to myself and then just forget it.

DH: Can you remember any funny stories aT ....

CS: Funny storie~. Gee, I can't remember. The~e may be many but
offhand I can't recall.. (Shakes head)

OI-I: Before, were there a lot of small crimes like that in the con1ll1unity,
in the Waialua .... Haleiwa area, like stealing, drunkenness, 'vandalism, and ........



cs: We were burgl~~~zed twice in our market and we did have petty
thefts in the store.

(Note: CS lost six thousand dollars ·in one robbery and was neve-r able
to reclaim it.)

DH: Before that, you used to hear of any kind of stealing like that?

CS: The biggest case we ever had was the Fukunaga case.. 1'hi s Fukunaga
boy ·at one time was 1lying in the Takeyama' Camp.. He was charged
for kidn:]pping the Jamieson boy and kill ing him. He was hunted
down as the ftl'hree Kings Murderer" and was hung.

DH: Did you know him?

cs: I forgot his face, but I remember his name.

DH: How you felt about, that case?

cs: It was the most notorious case in Hawaii and for ~ Japanese to
commi t a crime. 1ike that was terrible. It was tlnthinkable at that
time.. The way he went about---to get. the ransom and commit the
crime was a, classic crime.

DH: His family was from over here?

cs: They lived in Takeyama Camp. Later on they moved in town. When
he committed this crime, he was living in town already~

DH: You know why' he did that?

cs: I think it was for some revenge.

DB: Do you, remember any other da, .kine crimes like that---that·, were
kind of significant?

cS: That Kahawai case where this Hawaiian boys assaulted a Navy wife.

OIl: Massie.

cs: Massie C3se~ I forgot already.

DB: They killed that guy, Kahawai?

cs: Yes.

DH: Before you, had your own house, who use,d to live there?

CS: It's been so'many years ago that it's hard to remember things.
It's too bad I did not keep a diary of the many memorable incidents,
names and places.

OfI : Right out of high school" what? You ,know when you first started
working, who used to live in 'the house? Was ....
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cs: Mr. Matsumoto.Matsumoto \~Jas \AJorking for us and he lived 1n with us.

DH: He used to Ii ve .wi th YOll?

cs: Yeah, he used to live with us.

DH: So had what., your parents, your brother, yOll, and 'Ma tsumoto'?

cs: My sisters were there, too, at that tilne. '

DB·: Then a"t(~r you got your own house who used to live there?

cs: t,,1y brother and h]5 wife,and his four children, and my parents-.:..my
father and mother.

DtJ: Oh., so your brother and his wife stayed with your parents then'?,

CS: Yes.

DH: And then you moved to ...

CS : I moved out.

DB:· Then only had you and your wife and YOllr kids? At that tilne
had any k.i nd of chores that men supposed to do and chores that wonlen
sopposeJ to do, or' was it just anybody do anything?

CS: Men workcu in the store. WaHlen di.d the housewo-rk and cooking and
l'(lising the c.hi.ldren.

D11: Tn your fami] y, \\'ho would repair the hOllse like that?

cs: ~1y father used to do al] the repairing. He was a pretty good'
carpenter.

DI1.: {;ardcning, what '?

cs: CarJCllillg, we didn't do much gardening.

DII: Cook i.ng ~lnd c 1e~ln i ng?

cs: Cooking, Iny TIlother, my sisters a', 1 did their share.

nIl: W,lshi ng clothes, wh~lt?

CS : ~.fy moth<.:\ r. f\1y si s t er- i n-] aw.

DB: \~ho would discipline the c.hildren like that.?

cs: ~1y father was strict, but he wasn't around with the children.
In t.hose Jays, d·l.scip'Jining was not too 111UC.h to \vorry about.
Although he never laid hands on us, he was strict. We resp~cted

him" You k.no\\T those days, you don't talk back. Uh uh. (Laughs)
Not like you children nowadays. We just don't talk back, that's all.
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DH: Who would take care the money situation?'

CS: My father took charge of the family finance.

DH: Yo:u folks used to go out anyplace together---one whole family?

CS: We went on family picnics once in a wh'ile.

DH: Any other things besides ....

CS: Every Sunday evening, we would have a family chicken dinner. My
mother raised chickens and she would slaughter chickens for~he

Sunday dinner.

DH: When you were small, was there 'anything you wanted to be ~hen you
grew IIp?

CS: I used to like to go down the garages and tinker around. So I
thought I'd be a mechanic, but that didn't turn o~t~

DH: What did your parents want you to be?

CS: I, guess they wanted me to follow up and take after my father's
foo,tstep.

DH: You wanted to do that,too?

cs: Actually, I didn't care for store life. The situation canle about
that I had to take oVer.

DH: You had any conflicts or what with your parents like that about
the store?

CS: We had no conflicts because when he retired, he left the business
in my care because my brother had been sick and left for Japan for
treatment, and I was left to take care of the family, too.

My father had never had any 'formal education' on bookkeeping but
he becarne a scI f-taught bookkeeper and a good one, too.
He kept records in Japanese but later, when I took over, I changed
it into English. I,le kept a p_riee book w1i.'ch recorded in detail
the price movements and items so that the salesmen all respected
him and no one could put anything over him.

DJ-I: You know, in other areas of your life, like school, marriage or
recreational stuff, did your parents approve of what you did?
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cs: Mm, I don't know. They didn't say---I guess it was alright. (Laughs)

DH: Did your parents practice any customs from .Japan like that?
Any kind of customs; I meah like New Year's or ohon time or ... ~

. CS: We observed most old .Japanese customs from Japan. I was working
full time and so 'Iny parents were the ones that really observed



the traditions. They were very religious and helped their church
w'ith the annu(]] obon festival. We closed. on Christmas and three
days on New Year'S- which l1as been their major holiday.

As . time went by, things were in a mucll faster pace, and we were
forced to open right ufter the New Year's day. Today, we observe
most of thereta"il holidays. rrinles have really changed. With
more emp.1oyees, we had to observe these changes. .

DII.: What about bon .like that? YOUgtlyS never used to ....

cs: We had the bon dance, but we never closed our store. It really
was done at.-n-Ig,ht.

DB: But you folks used to go·...

cs: We ~eYc young Hnd had to work so we didn't attend church, but my
p:nents were very re 1igious. 1'hey were at church at least once
a month and volunteered their' time to the church':

DH: So actually then, most of what you folks did was with the store?

CS: Yes.

DH: You practice any of the customs from _Japan---Japallcse customs?

cs: I guess ~om~.

cs: We pounded rice cakes and cooked all the ·good foods that we
don't \15ual1y eat. We calIon people with calling cards and extend
our good wishes.

DI~: Do your kids tlo any of that---your children?

cs: TO:1 cetta'in extent. We would all gather on New Year's and
and have a feast \vith the family. They recejved some litt.le
New Year's 'gjft and they would play w.i~h fireworks ..

DH: \Vhenyour children were young., what did you want thcln to be?

CS: We left 'it all up to them to do ns they wished. We stood behind
them and encouraged them. Tom went i.nto the insurance business.
He sold a million dul1ars ina year, but after several years, he
was disenchanted and he became the youngest stoc.kbroker in
Hawaii when he was about 28 years old. He's with E.~. Hutton.
He .was promoted to the vice presidency of the c.ompany. Pall] became
interested i'n bus incss antI he c.ame into the market ..

DH: What about your social life that? You approved of the stuff they
do?

cs: I don't meddle into them, you know. They a.re entirely free to
act. and choose (~s they want. I ' In Buddhist but we do not expect
them to be one. It's up to them ..
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OH: You know, like when you used to go into camps and stuff like that,
you heard of any kind of incidents of the workers not getting along
with their boss like that? Or ....

cs: Never heard.

OH: Never heard of any kind of trouble between the workers and the lun~s

like that---the plantation?

CS: Never heard.

DH: What a,bout your workers?

cs: I've never had any trouble with our employees.. People who worked
for my father worked long years. I've never heard any complaint.

DH: The plantation' caJnps like that were separated; different ethnic
groups 'like that?

cs: Yes, Fi]ipino, Portuguese, Japanese are sort of congregated in
camps because of their ethtlic background and becallse of the
language barrier and customs.

DJ I: t-Iow you fe 1t about ...

CS: Tn Waialua you hardly find many Chinese or Koreans. It seems t.hat
they moved out from rural area and they all went in town.

DIl: How you felt' about this segregat.ion, like that?

CS: ,In what.?

DII.: 1'he camps. You know , the racial segregation like ... l'

CS: We II" it was the best way in those days. Today, we speak the same
language, 'and our American way of ] iving does not conflict with
any ethnic groups. 'It was lTIOrC harmonious way to live nt that time ..

D~l: You used t.o live in one segregated c~)mp?

CS: No.

DH: Haleiwa was what?

CS: It was more or less a .Japanese commilnity with some other nationality
groups.

Ot1: Oh, the Haleiwa communit.,y was most'ly ..Japanes{~? You used to make
(]ny kind of deliveries into like Spanish ,camp or Filipino camp
OT Portuguese camp?

CS: No, not .exa~tly~

ot!: Most of your dealjngs was with Japanese, then?
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cs: Yes.

DH: When you were small, you played with childreri from other races?

cs: Yes, I used to play with Hawaiian boys, too. We didn't 'have
any trouble with them. I got along alright.

DH: At work, how you got along with people of other races?

cs: Well, jn the old days we met more Japanese people as we hired
all Japanese clerks because they got to be able to talk Japanese.
Today we hire all nationalities who are willing to work.

OJ-I: You think relations between other races have changed after the War
as 'compared to before? You know, race relations?

CS: 1 guess so, but in, Hawaioi, everybody seem to get a long n':icely when
y'ou cOJnparc with the Mainland.

DJ-I: You said I-Ialeiwa was nlore like a .Japal1cse community? YOlI folks
used to' get along with other C<llllPS like that? Filipino camps
and Portuguese camps.

cs: I 'don't know.

DH: Or was there any trouble between ...

cs: IJ:Jrdly. Never hearu.

DH: It was more like two types of people living separately. Is that what
it was? Did YOlI do anything with. any of the other camps like that?

CS: I never thought of it that way" so I can't imagine it..

DI-I: Have you ever participated in community events., like maybe .!uaus" fairs,
bazaars, like that? Any kind of....

cs: No, I had a business to run and my hands were al] t.ied up. My
parents were helping the Red Cross and other c.ommunity events.

DH: Can yOll recall any outstanding connnl.lnity events that happened?

cs: 1 rememher the great flood jn Waialua area. rvty folks were out to
help in cooperation with the Red Cross. TIH:~Y had a labor strike., too.

DB: You ever participated in political jssues?

cs: T'rn a 'indep~ndent although I'nl cldssed as 3 Republican. J like
to vote for the best man although I've seen so many deals made
jll order to get elected. Most politicians are out to get something,
either power or chance to get something. Otherwise they won't
go in politics. Most politicians get rich when .they gbt finished.
Why'? And how? I don't think anyone goes in politic.s for love ..
rrhey, want to gain somet.hing for th(;~mselves or for their friends.



Ot.herwjse~ what're you going to get Qll.t 6f it if you'renot--­
spending money, and spend your time, you know, you got to be looking
for something.

DH: Ok?y. You can recall the happiest moment in your life?

CS: Every dJY is a happiest moment so ..... (Laughs)

DH: The siddest moment?

cs: Ah, saddest moment. There were many sad moments. I lost my'parents,
two brothers and three sisters.

DH: How was the Depression like that? Was it ...

cs: I don't remember but somehow we got by. I don't recall any hardship,
you know, real hardship. Although people were out of jobs living
out here in the plantation community, it did not affect our,

'business. Plantation was working at that time.. But maybe in
Honolulu where people were out of job~, there were breadlines.

DH: You can recall any times when you were really angry at anything?
Any incident OT ....

'CS: lean" t remember ,because I don't keep it. with me, that t s why ..

DB; What single event in your life brought about the most c.ha.nge in
your life?

CS: It was when we built our previous market and it gave us a c.han,ce
to build this beautiftll market tQ~ay.

DH: You recall any colorful individuals in the community lik~ that?
Any outstaonding people in the c.ommunity ..

CS: In music, we have the renowned Charles Davis.

END OF INTERVIEW
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Tape No. 1-65~2-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW*

with

Charles Sakii (CS)

AllgUst 15, ] 976

Haleiwa, Hawaii

BY: Dale Hayashi (DB)

DH: This is an interview with Charles M. Sakai on August 15, 1976
at 11 0' clock. Iiow did you get. started in your business?

cs: Well, after, graduating, I worked for my father .. 'rhat was in 1930.
As a bookkeeper.

DH: How did your father get into the business?

CS; My father was working for the Waialua Plantation, and after he had
an opportl.lni ty to buy a sma 1.1 store in Haleiwa., he sturted his business.

DB: The ,store was already running? Somebody owned it?

CS: Yes, I thi'nksomebody was running it. It wasa.very smdl1 stOT'C.

DI-I: It started out as a store? Not anything else?

CS: Yes. As a store.

DH: You know why yOUT father started this type of business?

cs:. You can't get aheud working as a laborer. But in business there
i.s (jch~lnce to get. ahead~ And beside, to support. and educate your
chilclrcn you have t.o be jn some kind of business. I don't know
how much he was getting; maybe (l dollar a day or something like
that, but he just CGln't get ahead. Of course in business, prices
go up 3,nc1 down. 'rhat' s \vhc re the busi ness people make money.

DH: What did your mother do? She's ...

CS: Oh, TI1Y mother used to he Ip him in the store.

DH: Before that she was jost a hou~ewif~?

cs: Of course, she had to take care the family.

DH: How did your father pay for the store?

CS: I don't kno~' how ~uch he paid for it. I don't know how nweh cash
he startcJ. with, but, anyway, he really had hard time because he
had to CnT'YY the acc.ount for one nlonth before he got paid by the

*A-ft.6r---fTlC---f:lpl~-(J-i~iltc rv i CW, Mr. Sak a i made wri tten add i t.1 on s whj eh have' been
i ncorpor~)tC'(1 'j nta the trallscr-ipt.



customers ..

DH: You remember how much it cost him to buy the stor~?

CS: No~ I don't.

DH: How did your business start to build up? You know, after a while?

CS: Well, I gu,ess time went on, and the sa,les picked up as he began
to know more people and getting to be friends with the neighbors.
It was a mouth to mouth adv'ertisement, and the good word spread
and people came in to buy from him. People trusted him and he
helped people in many ways.

DH: And until how long did your father manage the store?

cs: tIe retired at 65 when I got marrjed and my wife could he]p me at
the store.

DH: Until he \~as 65? You can remernbcT about what year?

CS: I, think it was arotind 193'6, the year I got married.

DH: In those days, you mention before that there weren't too many
customers coming in. Most ...

CS: We had to go out to the various camps to take orders.. 'They di dn t t
have any Clu,tomobi.Ie those days.. When my father started the business ,
he had no ca'T to go to the camps so he used a horse and ~)uggy' to
travel. WIlen I started in 1930, we had trucks so we delivered
with the pick up trucks.

DH: You remember what kind trucks they were?

cs: It was a half a ton truck.

DH: Just [) wooden body, 01' .....
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Wooden hr\rhr
l"J"JUJ, •

/

(Dlf chuckles)

cs: Local 3utomobi1e dealer \vi 11 make the size for you, you know ..

Off: Do you remember where your father bought it from?

cs: We bought it franl Waialua Garage which is now Servco or Service
~1otors .

DJ'I: Your second store" the one in 1954? By then" yOll were the manager,
right?

cs: Owner and manager.



DH: tJo'w did you finance that store?

cs: Oh" I got my finance from Central Pacific Bank. We knew several
members of the Board of Directors of the bank.

(Laughter)

cs: We have been in business for over sixty years and yet First Hawaiian
couldn't help 115. Maybe I'm not good looking ..

DH: It was a long term loan?

cs: Which one?

DH: The second store.

CS: It was a ten year ,loan. Well, that was paid up.
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DH: That property that the store's on is your

CS: The present one? Annie 'Ayau's property.

DB: 'fhe one that ..... the old store .. '.

cs: 1'he 0] done, I bought, that property from the Li lillokalan'i Trust
Company.

DB: Back in the 0 ltl days, you know II the very fi rst store" what kind
of people b~came your customers?

CS: Mostly Japanese laborers.

DH: YOlI know why it was mostly tJapanese?

CS: We knew those people enough to charge their purchases. Later on,
we did business· with Filipinos, too. ,

DH: Was that because partly because of language?

CS: It was due to language understanding. My' parents did not speak
English or Filipino.

DH: YOll th.ink the segregated camps had something to do~ t.oo?

CS: I don't t.hink so.

DH: Were there any prosperous times?

cs: We 11, I don't know. When yOll say "prosperous tinle" .....

DB: Well, you, know ....

CS: There must have been prosperous times because we built enough
equity to get a loan for the new market.



DH: Did it fluctuate or ....

cs: No. As long as you watch your operation and watch your expenses,
yOll st ill can make it. There were fluctuations during .the many
ye~.rs 1ike the Depress ion years,. Prices were dropping so the
merchants hesitated buying and kept their inventory low. And when
the. economy got better they started to buy more. Prices dropped
down, but peopJe did not have the money t.o buy.

Df-I: rrhe Depress.ion tilne, that was kind of bad for the store?

cs: J'JO. SOIIlChow we survived in the country because sugar plantation had
jobs.

DH: Did' you make nny loans through the store? Did you loan out money?

cs: No. Didn't have t,hat kind of money to lend out.

(IJaughter)

CS: I f I had the money to lend out, I would invest in nlY store and
bllild it up.

DH: Did you give credit?

c'S: It was a business practice to give credit in those days because
people got paid once a month. When we opened the new supermarket
i_ll 1954, 1 went into cash (]nd c.arry. At the beginn.ing, I had to
struggle bec'ause plantation were paying on.ce a month. After a
month of business the plantation started the twice a month payday
and that helped us with our cash flow.

011: 'rho first store, you used to give all credit mostly, right?

cs: Yeah, my father's tilne, yeah. Credit.

DB: Was t.hat because the pay was, 1ike you S(lY, once a lTIonth?

cs: Yes.

D11: Why, did you discontinue that credit.?

cs: We]],' in order to survive in this grocery business, you have to
look forwar.d for d new type of operation. There was c,ompeti tioll
with markets in Honolulu.. With this new type of opcrat.ion 'we COllld

buy things'cheaper and meet competition with other markets.
So, in fact, I was the first one to open up a cash and carry type
of business in J-Ialciwa.

011: In the fi 1's1. store, how did yOll go about giving credit to the
ellS tamers?

CS: We11, you have to limit your credit, because, you know how much
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the individual earns. You can't go overboard. You have to set
some kind of limit. But occasionally, their family member gets
sick and payment is delayed, and the bills ~eep on piling up.
First thing you know, they couldn't pay. Sometimes it is never
paid and we write it off as a bad debt.

DH: How did you arrange it? 'rhis is niostly through deliveries, right?·
At first? You deliver and then ....

CS: We delivered most of the merchandise.

DH: Then how long they had to pay?

CS: Well, as soon as the payday comes, they pay the account for the
previous lTIonth.

DJ-I: f'low did you take o,rders like that?

CS: We go from camp to canlp to take orders. 1'he next trip around, you
deliver and you also take the 'order for the next delivery. We
go to the same camp abou,t twice a week. And you go to a next
camp, same thing, the ·routine.

DH: All your btlsiness was done by order and deli ver, not ?a. kind
peddling?

CS: No ped~ling. It was either by telephbne order or calling from
house to house to take the order.

DH: The first store, do you remember how many people were working there?

CS: There were about three or four workers, during my father's time.

DH: Were they all Japanese?

CS: Yes. Japanese because of the language.

D11: Did yc>u have any maj or changes or events in your business?

CS: Major changes'? Cash and carry is a major change, you know.
Today Ollr lilaj or change is our conlputer systenlS, scanning device,
cashing devices, intercom systems and self service systems.

DH: Did you ever donate food to striking workers?

CS: ~taybe we did. ~Vhat strike are you talking of? Are you talking
about in the days of the first sugar strike? I remember \\Then they
had the strike these people used to stay in the canlp. We had a
small warehouse and some families used to come in there.. We used
to give them food.

DH: Any of the later strikes, you used to give any food?'
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cs: Mayhe when the union came around for donation. Might have given
them ..

D.H: How about later., like in t.he late '40's and early '50's?

cs: I think we did.

DH: Can you ·jtJst look back at that t.hree stores and then tell me (about)
the change in goods that you carry? l\Tas there any cha.nge?

cs: Well, my father's time,.. they didn't have meat. In the second
market, We went into meat~ produce, frozen foods, household goods,
drug depaTtment, liquor, feed department and garden supplies.
But this new modern one, we discontinued the feed department because
that takes up too much space.. But we added more refrigeration,
more frozen foods, more of many things that we didn't carry in the
second store" Our volume has tripled,.

DB: Your fi rst store., what kind of things you c.arry primari ly?

cs: American can goods, Japanese can goods and dry goods.

DH: Mostly] was it canned goods?

CS: Canned goods, Japanese dried fO'ods, dry goods ..

DH: Can you remember what canlps yOJwent to for, deli.veries?

cs: We went to K'awa.i.loa" Waimea Camp ,; then Opaeula Camp, Takeyanla
Camp,. Waialua, and Haleiwa.

DH: The farthest you went down was Waimea?

cs: Yes, Waimea.

DB: What part of Waialua ...

cs: In fact, way up to Panu},lu.

DH: Pama]u? Where's that?

cs: Pama]u is way down ..... near the Boys' Reformatory School.

,DH: l'hat' s past Kahuku?

cs: Before you got to Kahuku ..

DB: 'By Wailei place?

cs: Yes. Wailei.

D11: 1'hat' s Pama.lu'?

CS: It was close by.. They used to go up the cdmp, way up in the
pineapple camp_
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DH: What part of Waialua did you go?

cs: Mill camp which was around.the mill.

DH: Th.at' s where tIle HongwarUi and stuff stay?

CS: A Japanese section around the church.

DB: Out of the camps that you named, had some pineapple c.alnps, toO'?

cs: Yes, most of the Opaeula, Takeyama, Waimea canlps we"re pineapple
camps.

DH: And Pamalu was one?

CS: Pamalu is a pineapple camp.

DH: The rest were sugar plantation. And Haleiwa was just ....

CS: Local town.

DH: Kawailoa was ....

CS: Kawailoa is sugar.

DH: Sugar. Did YOll charge to the people for deliveries like that?

CS: Delivery service was free.

DH: So if they came into the store and they bought something, or if
you delivered that same'item, would be the same?

CS: Same price. No delivery charge. That's part of our service.

DH: Yo~ know, as far as ~redit, did you extend credit to anyone or did
you usually get to know them first or something?

cs: You have to get to know them first before you open up account.·
Later on, we had all kind .nationali ties.

DH: You mentioned earlier about, like the bad debts. If you got the
money back, how did you get it back?

CS: We didn't get it back. Some. (Lau.ghs)

DH: You just crossed it off or something?

cs: Write it off as had debt.

DH: If they were back in payrnents--maybe for two months or something-­
you would just extend ...

CS: In those days, we hardly went through a collection agency_ We
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just didn't. like to garnishee peop"le or go to a collector.
Maybe thatts a foo"lish way of doing b~siness, but that's the
way we were. People trusted you, and you. trust them, so, you figure,
some day they'll come through with j.t. Some came through .. Some
didn't..

DH: All you did was give 'em more time, then? Can you remember when
electric refrigeration came in?

cs: When 1 learned to cut the beef, we opened a small meat. department
in t.he old Sakai Store and bought two refrigeration cases and two
vegetable cases and we started it there.

OH: What did your wife do in the first store?

cs: My wife helped me.

DH: The books, like that?

cs: She helped ~ith the personnel and helped with the selling ~nd ordering.

DH: The second store, what did she do?

CS : She was the personne 1 manager; 1iquor department and clrug department
was under her supervision.

DI1: The other tape YOll said the first home you had was by Araki
Store, right.

cs: Yes.

DH: You remember how much the rent was?

CS: The rent was ahout twenty dollars per month ..

DfI: Whenever you were i] 1., who did you go to see when yOll were sick?

cs: My family doctor was Dr. Miyasaki.

DH: Did you ever use any kind of folk medicines, .like that?

cs: Whnt's that?

D11: You know, like .... let's see. Like if you get, ma.ybc, diarrhea.,
something, they tell you, oh, eat guava leaf and stuff like that.

cs: No.

DH: You used to just go doctor?

CS: We went to see the doctor for medication.

DH: You also stated your first car that you bought. Where was that
now? (Consulting notes) After you graduated, you bought your
car? The first car?



'C8: My first car was bought in 1935.

DH: You remember how much the car cost?

.C8: It. may have been less than two thousand dollars.' In those days,
two thousand dollars was like five thousand dollars tbday.

DH: Where did you buy the car from?

cs: Waialua Garage.

DH: Your wedding was by matchmaking, yeah.

cs: That'~ right.

Df1: Can you tell me little bit abollt what you did?

C8: Well~ matchmaking, I had Mr. Doi. Mr~ Hayakawa OT .... 1 forgot
the other man j s name. The other man knew my \Ali fe's family,
whereas Mr. Doi knew our family. So they got together~ My wife's
side will talk it over with Mt.Doi. l~at's how the matchmaking
begins, you see. Then we got the photographs and pictures. He'll
(Mr. Doi) send my picture and they'll send her picture to my place.
We loo.k it over. And then you say okay. Then the fam'fly starts
to talk it over. They'll learn my and my family's history.
I in turn know the history of her and her family. That's how that
lnatchnlakingbegins.

DH: 110w do· you m'eet 1ike that? The two farrlilies? Do you meet" the
two families all atonce?

CS: No. Those matchmakers get my okay. And the girl gives her okay~

Then we send in the formal notice, "We want YOlIT daughter for Iny
son." rrhis mcitchmaker does a] 1 that, see ,; the mClTri age cerenlony
and party and everything. They do all that .. Aft.erwarr) ,\I ~Japa~ese

style, we send the matc.hmakers a sort of thank you monetary glft,
see.

DI·I: When's the first time you met your wife in person?

CS·: We had a date .. (Chuckles) Then we, met ..

DH: You also mentioned some of your children were .... born thrbugh
midwives. All of 'em were born?

CS: No. Doris had a midwife. Paul had a midwife. I don't know whether
TOJJ11ny had a midwife. Then the la'st one~ Barbara., was down
Kapiolani Maternity Ward.

DfI: Ilow did you go about getting the midwives?

CS: Locally, there's a lady that does that kind of job. You hire her.
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I don't know how much we paid, but anyway, they'll com~_

DH: How do you get her to come at the right moment?

cs: Mo!e or less you can tell when the baby is about tO,be born.
You call. She helps out the mother, you know.

DB: Do you know how many midwives there were in Waialua-Haleiwa?

cs: I remember two that I kno\v of. Mrs. Kishinami used to be one.
Mrs. Sasaki used to be one.

DH: What kind of things do,you recall about p~e-Depression years?
You know, before 1930? About the business like that? Like
well" let say, like living conditions. How was it back then?
Like before the Depression ....

cs: In Waialua" we didn't feel it so much" you know, because we were in
a S ugar nl:-lnt::lt;nn rnmmnnif"v ~f'\mphr\1.T +hoC"n Y'\",~"""""l,, w,...-,... W,.,.~L':_-

'0 - l ,- _. - -.....,.- - -- • & -,,' _r AU........... A ...... ..... J. ....., 'V'1I V ,1 1 '-' YV \,.. J V~"" V }J C; V.l! 1. C; c:; ,l t U .1 .1\ .1 I 1g •
'We didn t t have any breadline like right in to,wn, you know .. Out
in the country" t.o me" it was going as usual.

DH: Did the Depression have any effect on your family?

cs: No. Not that I know of.

DH: You said before the only effect it had on your business was you
wouldn't buy as much stuff as you .. ~ ..

cs: Yeah~ That's it.

DH: 'fhat's it? YOll had to layoff anybody because of the Depression?
Any workers?

cs: Not that I know of~

DH: You remember how many hOllrs a day yOUT ernp loyees used to work?

C·S,: Gee, I guess ten to twel ve hours, I think. rvfost of them used to
work those days. No wage control. Later on" they start to get
wage control.. T'hat 's when we follow the law .. but before that ~

J don't think so. rrhey were paid one lump sum.

DH: 'l'hen 3ftcr that. the.y had the eight hour day, right?

cs: Yes. Eight hour day.

DH: Did that aff~ct you in any way?

cs: Well, at the beginning it was hard, but somehow you get adjusted
to it.

DH: Did you have to hire more people because of that?
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cs: No .. Just went by, that's all.

i

DH: Did you have to work harder because ....

cs: I worked hard but I enjoyed the work.

DH: In that time, were there a lot of. fires? Maybe, say about
1935, '36,. around there.

cs: Not that I know of.

DH: You used to play baseball before?

cs: I used to.

DH: You remember where the games were played?

cs: Oh, we played at Waialua. Went to Aiea, Waipahu, Ewa«

DH: Who organized'thi.s,,~~_bas.ebal1?

cs: I don't know. We used to have., I think, a booster clu.b consisting
of the Haleiwa people who provided equipment for the team.

DI·I: And you used' to pl ay teams from other parts of Oahu then?

cs: Yes.

DB: Did you ever play among yourself, like inter-community kind of league?

cs: J suppose so.

DH: You remember if you used to play.with other races, other ethnic
groups like that?

cs: We playeJ barefoot foothall with other hoys of other nationalities.

DB: Your tea.m., ·was it a all-Japanese tealn or had some ....
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DB: ~Vas there a regul<lr schedule for your team or was t.his kind of
j nfornla] ?

cs: Just an informal kind. We weren't good players. We played for fun~

(IJaughte r)

DB: When the ..Jap.anese attac.ked Pearl Harbor., where were yOll?

cs: Oh, I was working in the store.

DI-I: Was t.here any kind of dalnage?



cs: No. We had curfew, though.

DH: You mean after ....

CS: The business hours were controlled and restricted by the military.
We'were not to be opened after 5 o'clock. It was blackout at
night. At night, traveling waS restricted. Early part of '41,
'42 was like that. We were under martial law.

DH: Did the martial law have any effect on your business?

cs: Well, everybody had to close early at the same time. O.P.A~

controlled the pricing of merchandise and we couldn't get enough
merchandise to sell.

DH: Like after the bombing, did it affect your store?

CS: There was no bombirig which affected our store.

END OF SIDE ONE
SIDE TWO.

OIl: Where were we? How did you ·feel about the rnartia 1 law?

cs: \Ve 11, nothing we can do. We were restric.ted, but we had to follow
the law and rules. We didn't like it" ,(Laughs)

01-1: How long did the stuff like curfew" blackouts, like that, how long
did they p~rsist?

CS: Gee, 1941, '42, '43. I think in '43 or '44, it started to
ease up. ThB hardest time was the beginning of '41. '42 was
r~ally the roughe~t. The war ended in 1945. So by that time
it was much easier.

OH: What was the community's reaction to the bombing?

CS,: (Chuckles) I guess, nothing they can do.

DI1: How did you feel about that?

cs: Oh, T' thought Japan made a fool ish move. You know, attacking a
big country like U.S.A., but I felt sorry for them. I wonder if
these big leaders didn't know about United States, how big that
country was. (Laughs) It's i~pQssible to knock her Qut. Too big
a country. Japan is such a small country. How can their supply
last. They take Burma and all those places, but they did not
realize by spreading out so far it was~possible supplying these
posts. They' did not have the capacity and raw material to continue
indefinitely.

DH: Oid you have any kind of trouble bec.ause of the bombing, being that
YOlI're Japanese? You have any kind of troub Ie?

cs: Well .... 1 was called in once because of some curfew rules ..
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SOlnebody reported that I was se 11 ing from t he back door. But
actually, what happened was this party (Mrs. Haraguchi) bought the
Dlerchandise during t.he day time and left it there .'to be picked
up aft.er work.. You know" they c.annot take that merchandise to
wQrk. So on the way back, they'll pick that merchandise and go
home. But I guess sontehody saw that, you know,' and they reported
it. to the Army. I was called in. I told my reason, you know.
They let. me go bec.ause of the circumstances. That was the only
time that I was called in.

DH: Had some people that were interned, eh. Nishimura like that.

CS: Yes. Many Japanese were interned becallse of some reason or other.

DII: Did you ever get. ........

cs: No~ my father wasn't called in. None of us were called in.

DH: That guy, you said what? Haraguchl or something?

'CS: He used to be a fireman at Haleiwa Statioil. His wife made the
purchases see~ And then they went to work in the Schofield laundry.

DH: Did they call you in because they thought the guy was Japanese?
I s that" ....

CS: I· guess so. They thought that I was selling to the .Japanese only.

DI1: ah. They didn't know he was fJawaiian?

CS: No. 'They knew that the name was .Japanese and they thought that
I was giving the Japanese the breaks.

DH: The effects of the bombing and everything, did it affect your
personal life?

cs: No. We were sc~Yed though, because we were afraid that Japan may
invade H:Jwa"i i .

DH: At that time ...

cs: In fact _, we all had some mj litary training for preparation in
case of an at·tack. Civilian·mell a.ll went to drill.

DH: Cause you guys had to do that?

cs: Later on, we a]l volunteered, you know. But luckily they didn't
c.all us up ~ecal1se of the family situation and other considerations.

DB: To .go fight in I.~urope?

cs: .I don't know where they were going to send us, but anyway, we all
volunteered.
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DH: After the bombing and everyth~ng~ were people of other races treating
you folks worse, or~ ...

cs: l~here was no change in their as.sociation wi t.h us.. Here in Hawaii
I don't think there could be any ill feeling between people.

Dtt: rrhE~Y didn't look down o.n yOll?

cs: We never were looked down on. In fact we were respected by most
people.

DH: What happened during the blackouts J like' that? How they did ....

cs: Blackouts,.. yOll can't. go out. YOlI stayed home. (Lau.ghs)

DH : 'fhat' s a 11 ?

cs: Since at that time my wife was an alien by birth, the F_B.I.
requested that the short wave component of our radio be removed.
We ,never did get back the parts.

DH: Did a large.number of Army troops and defense workers affect you
folks in any way?

cs: Yes" These soldiers were canlped in the vicinity, so in fact,
it boosted our business. Came to buy things. Three of Iny employees
left me because they were afraid of being drafted. We operated
with our family membeTs through the War.

DH: Did any of your workers get drafted?

cs: One, I think. It was after he left my place.

DH: Can you recall how the community felt about all the soldiers like
that.?

CS: I don't know 4 OUf community is small and with the presence of the
soldier~~ many businesses had some benefit~

DH: Did .YOll participate in any volunteer work?

cs: My wife helped out with the Red Cross on occasions. I. served
as some kind of a block warden.

DH: How did the food and gas rationing affect you?

cs: Meat was rationed to us so we in turn rationed it to our customers.

DH: What about the gas rationing? Did it affect you?

CS: .I had enough because we use to sell gas at our store. We didn't
do much traveling, anyway, in the first place. Unnecessary driving,
we didn't do ..
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'DH: Can you recall what happened to those people that were interned?

cs: I don't know. I don't know where they was shipped, but anyway,
later on, they were sent to the Mainland. That's all I know.

DH: As' a whole, how did the War affect you.and the business?

cs: Gee, I don't know.

DlJ: Did it slow down anywhere? Did it increase, tIle bllsiness?

cs: I had my share~ Ina~'s alJ I can say. We didn't go broke~

We just SllTvived, that's all. We c1idn' t get rich. But. we c.reated
confidence in the people by doing honest business, and we ·aTe
fortunate to have these customers doing business with us today_

DH: Do yOll remember anything about the six months 1946 strike? That's
right after the War.

cs: Oh yeah.l 11he six months strike" but the on]y thing we were short
of was rice. I remenlber we had Cll.stomers in Opaeula, pineapple
camp, and they didn't have rice, so I had to go in town and search
for rice. I had a heck of a time getting rice for them but we
TIlan3ged to get some for them ..

(1'etephone rings. CS answers' it and afterward., taping resumes.")

DH: The shipping strike lo did it affect you :in any other wuy~ besides
·shortage? D'id prices rise? (Shipping strike was in 1949.")

cs: I guess after the strike, the prices rose because the shipping cost
increased.

DH: Any other things were short besides rice?

cs: Of COllrse, 8]1 goods we got from the Mainland were short. W~ had
a good supply of can goods sinc.e we stoe.ked it before the strike ..
We flew in some r'ice by air, too, and it cost about fifty do·,).lars
a bag.

DB: Did the ]951 tidal wave cause any problpms for the fanri,ly?

cs: No, not in my family.

DH: Did it affect your business at all?

CS: No.

DH: Going back to the shipping stri ke, how did you fee 1 abOllt. it?

cs: Well .... maybe they are entitled to it. I dontt know. Anytime
labo'J' deman,cIs wage h:ike, the commodity's going u.p. As the business­
man" he has to make certain percent of profi t or otherwise. he
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cannot stay in business. He has to raise the prices. Today, you
find the same 'thing. Labor asking for more pay. If the management
gives in, your commodity has to come up in order for the business
to make money. You are in business to make a profit. Your
stockholders won't stand for any losses every year. Otherwise
they'll take the money and invest in something else. That's
why, today many plantations are going out of business.

DH: Did the Korean War have any effect on you?

cs: No.

DH: You remember Jack Hall?

CS: No. Personally, I don't know him.

DH: You know who he is?

"

CS: He's a union leader .. That's abollt. all I know him.

DH: What were your reactions when you found that he and six other guys
were arrested for conspiracy to overthrow the government?

CS: I don't know much about that kind of politics.

DH: What were your feeling about Hawaii becoming a state?

cs: Well, I thought it was a good thing. We are rated the same as the
people up in'the States. We are treated alike. We are second
class citizens if under a territorial system. 'That's why it
is an advantage to all of us in Hawaii.

DH: Did this have any effect on the famlly or the business? Hawaii
becoming .a state?

CS: I don't know about my family, but I think it docs to the majority
of peap 1e in Jlawai i .

DI~: You mean for business-wi se, or ....

cs: Business~wise, everything.

DH: The War, the bombing time, you had any relatives in Japan at that
t inle?

CS: I had a sister\vho was stranded in Japan. I~er husband was killed
. ·during his repatriation to Japan.

DH: Did you communicate with her?

CS: Yes. We went to the American Red Cross to get her back to Hawaii.
She is an American citizen so we were able to get her back.

DH: Oh yeah. You said that you used to send money to her? Your older
s i.ster?
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cs: Yes.

DH: How did you send the money?

cs: Money order.

01-1: Did the War and the U,;S. defeating Japan l:ike that, did it have any
effec.t on your relationship between your relatives in .Japan?

cs: No.

DH: Can you recall, maybe, how they felt about it or did they talk
about. it?

CS: I don't kno\\l. They didn't tnlk alJout it!! though. r guess most
.Japanese people in .Japan, too, felt tIley didn't want a war with
AJnerica. What can they do? The. .l cadeTs were the ones who ] ed
them to war. People ca~'t. help but ~ake orders. ~

DI1: What. were the major things that has happened to you within the
last IS years? Any major things?

CS: WeI]" 1 had my son 't.o carryon t.he business" 'rhat' s the most
satisfying thing for nle. AJthough I love to work) it is nice to
know that somebody will conti.nue with the business even after
I'm gone. That's the satisfaction I get.

DH: Can you camp'are your life now with your life about thirty or forty.
years ago in terms of material wealth, happiness, 'freedom?

cs: Oh, I have been. bJessed with everything that 1 expec.ted in life-
We have four children who are all doing well and I have bren blessed
,with. good hea Ith _ We have built (wo supermarkets 'j nnlY lifetime.
~1y ~.Ispi ration as a businessman CJnd a father has been reali.zed and
T feel 1" have been rewarded for all those years of hardships ..

DH: You think you happjcr nOw than before?

CS: By all means.

DH: And of course, you more f'ree, now, because you can go p] ay ,'I eh?

CS: Yeah.

DH: You thjnk tltC\ Waialua-Haleiwa area would be a good place for your
grandchildren to grow up?

cs: We}"l., I think our community here in Haleiwa is a very good place
for future chi Ill-ren to g'row, but I suppose the re are not much job
opportunities here to keep theln when they grow. So they may leave
here until .they are ready to retire. My grandchildren are all
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"Iivjng in Honolulu so I don't think they w:ilJ be enjoying the beautiful
country .like atmosphere of tlaleiwa. We would certainly like to
preserve this area so tha~ our young people can see how it was
in a rllral aTea.

DH: Okay. That's it.

END OF INTERVI ElV
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BI(X;RAPI-fICAL Sl~1M.A.F~Y: H.ffiTEPJ3ND SI-lf!'JJO SHIP~TORI, Buddllist priest, Haleiwa
J6d5 Mission

Shlmjo Shiratori was born in Nagano, Japan on March 21, 1911, the son
of rice fanners. Not wanting to become a fanner himself, Shunjo went
to Ta.isho Universi ty in Tokyo, aided by a bishop of the Buddhist Church.
In 1937, he came to Hawaii as a Buddhist minister to do missionary work.

During lVorld lVar II, Shllnj 0, like ot11er Japanese priests, was il1teTIled
ill a IvIai111aJld camp. After the War, he resrnned his position at :tvlakiki.
Jodo Mission for one year b'efore transferring to the Haleiwa Jado Mission.

Shllnj 0 married in 1939 and has three children. At present, he
also teaches at the Haleiwa Judo Mission Japanese language school.
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rrape No. 1- 69-1-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW*

with

Shunjo Shiratori (SS)

September 20, 1976

Haleiwa J6d6 Mission, Haleiwa, Hawaii

BY: Perry Naka.yama ePN)

PN: This is an interview with Reve~end SI1unjo Shiratori on SeptemlJer 20th,
1976 in. a room in the Ilaleiwa. ~J6d6 Missioll. Reverend· Shiratori, could
YOll tell me about. your life in Naga11o, Japan?

ss: I '~vas born in I\Jakagomi-mac}1i, ivIiJlamisaki-gUl1, Nagall0-ken. Nearby are
the volcal10 mOlIntain Asamayama a.nd. tIle river Cllikluna.. I t is the place
where the famolls Japanese novelist S11irnazakiT6son "vrote the'
"Chikt.unaga\va no S·ketch". Afte'y tIle elementary SCllool, I went to
'Yokollama and finis11ed HIy l1igh school there. During my college years,
I comnluted every day to Tokyo from Yokohama. I majored in English
Li teratllrc at tlle. Universi ty. You rnay say that my a.dmiration for
!)rofessor I'Jaj inle ~1atsullra' s charactorhad rather infllle11ced me towa rcis
majoring ill Iiterature. Professor ~1atsuura took over 3.fter Mr. Soseki
I'-Jatslffile and becanle the English Literatl.lre l1epartlnent Chairman at the
Imperial University WOTIle11'S College, lVaseda University aJ1d T6y'o
University. I \~as deeply impressed by the religiolls nature of his
Ii terature like the "Bungei 110 11igarl~' aJld "Blillgei no Zettai Kyo'iwhich
prompt me to select Professor Matsu.ura 's English. Literattlre Department.
My home is Komioj i Temple in Yokohama. TIlis is a Budd}1i~t 01urch.
This temple was founded by Mr. Shozaemon. Yoshida who was the father
of £o1'n1er prenlier Shigerll Yosl1ida. ~1y Shi 5110- -master- -was a residerlt
minister in tIle Komioji Temple. After gradllatillg from. the University,
I was teac}ling at. the h.igh school in Yokohalna. Qne clay I met with
Bishop Fukllda who caIne back from J-Iawaii. He told me about the situ~­

tion of the missiol1arv a]1(1 t.he churches in Hawclii. Since then .I
became very interested in missionary work.

PN: Could yOll tell me, like, what did your pare11ts do in Nagano-.~el1?

ss: tv1y IJarents ""ere farn1ers. I did]1' t \ViS}l to bCCOTIle a farmer.

PN: Your father use to grow rice?

S5: Yes, he did.

PN: Did you help your fath.er on the farm?

SS: No.. I did~' t ]lclp becallse I li\Tas' too YOW1g.

*AfteY· tll-c-fiJped'''liltcrview, Hcv. Shiratori rnade writtell additions \~hich have
l)cen illCOl])Oratcd into the transcrj.pt.
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Could you tell me sometlli.ng about, like, w]lat kind of 110use you lived
in aIld....

My ]louse was a s traw- tllatched one. When winter came, it was very cold.
So people needed to keep warm. Usually the roofing was all straw and
the wall was of. muddy plaster like a concrete ·wall. TIlere was a fire
l)lace, kotatsu, in eacll room. It keptl.egs and hands wann.

To cook a.nd everytIling?

Cooking WclS done in the ki tC}lell. There "vas a fiYEt1lace wllich was
different from the kotatsu,.place. rrhe door is called shoj i, made of
paper, and the .floor is tatami--·a ..mat.

What kind. food. did you eat?

rn~ lnainpart of' the meal is rice. For b'reakfast, we had rice, miso
soup, and pickled vegetables. For lunch., nol(orimOI1o (leftovers J, and
t::: ;J • 1...:1 1...1..c 1 r· 1 1 1 • 1 r· 1 ., 1· ofi.or ulll11er, we l1au coo.t<eu ..LreSl1-water I1Sr1 ana aYlea Tlsn as Sld.e d.lshes.
TIle dried fish \vas sellt from Tokyo or NIgata-](en ,,,,here i tis l1ear the
oceall. Presll fish was never sent from there because the trains had no
air conditioning.

PN: Within Nagano, you walk around to different place? No bicycle or any­
tIling to take you around?

S5: I never walked to far places by nIyself except when the elementary school
teachers tpo:k tIS to excursioll once a year. We could not use the bicycle
becallse our fathers had to usethelTI.

PN: \\lllen you were a young boy, what kind of games did you play? Or sports
aT ••••

55: Well, the sports played were baseball and heavy gymIlastics. In tIle
wintet, we had ice skating. For games we had Onigokko, hide and ,seek.
Sometimes we played Irohakaruta.

PN: W]lat is t}lat?

55: It is a deck of cards whicll has t11e words of the Japanese alpllabets.
T]1is deck of cards is divided into two sections. The, fi rst section
has scilten.ces wri ttell 011 whicho11e of tIle players. hangs on ~o an.d reads
it to tIle otller players. 1118 secoIlcl section has the first syllable of
each of tlle sentences Wllich is being read. There is one card for eac}l
sentc11ce aJ1d each alphabet. 1'11e cards lvhich has the a11)11abets are
Sl)read alIt on the floor all a table alld all the l)layers nlllst t1)T to
fiJld the syllable of tIle selltel1ce just been read an.d pick it up. TIle
person who h.as picked 111) the most cards is tIle winner.

PN: Oh, not like Hanafuda, then?

ss: No, it is· not like Hanafuda. It was never played by the children, only
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PN: Oh, becallse tllat' s gamblillg?

55: H~re in I-Iawaii, I was sllrprised to see tIle children pla)rillg ~Ianafuda.

In ·Japan, the ch.ilclren never toucJled or pla.)Ted Hanafuda because we
\~ere tallght that GIlly adtllts or ganlblers played Hana£tida.

lVl1en I was a yOllng boy-, lve cllildren ha.d to walk to school ill rairl or
SYlOW. TIle sellool \-vas a.bout fOllY miles from home, but in those days
th.ere were no bllS or cars ill our town.

PN: Oh, yeall?

5S: Sometinles we didn't want to go to school because of the long distance.
To distract our milld from OllT bad thinking, '\ie played tIle game of the
boat race. Ihere was a sma.II stream by the roa.dnear tIle school. We
cIlildrell Inacle a sInall boat out of a leafaJld threw it in the river.
We watched the boat float in t]le rive!'" alld we follolved it until we
arri \red at the sellool.

PN: YOlI just watch th.e boa.t.go do\vn?

SS: Yes, we watched the boat.. 111i5 was a good memoly.

PN: Good ftm, then? I-Iow far away was tJle school fronl YOlIY llouse?
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55: Abotlt fOllY Iniles. It w'as alrigllt to go to school lv]1en the weather
wa.s good, btl~ it lvas ver)r llard. wIlell th.e· \veather was ba.d, eS'pecially
wh.en tIle sno,,, \vas falling dOWJl. We ,vore short rubber shoes so the' road
fel t slippery from tIle snow.

PN: And yOll bring home lune}l to school?

ss: Yes, lve briIlg home It.1IICll with rice alld salty salmon. lVIlen lvinter time
caJne, eac}l fanlil)r pOllnded rice and. Jnade ricecake. We brought ricecake
iJlstead of lUl1Cll. l"oasted ricecake became hard wheTl left ill the lunch
box until lllnch tinle. So evel)' sttlde11t laid theit luncll box arotmd
the stov'e in the classroom. When lWlchtime caIne, the ricecake
vJas tvarm aIlel soft. On tIle stov-e tIl.ere was a. kettle llsed to serve tea
to the teachers and sttldents. At lUllCh a boy a.nd girl served' tea to
the class.

PN: They choose the students to go serve?

ss: Yes, t118)r do.

PN: Now I \V-a11t to ask little bit about, .like, '\That kind of events or
CllStOTns did tIle village celebrate? Like obon and Nel4/ Year's, they had
celebration?

SS: Yes, we had some events. Among them, the AutlllIm Festival was a very
interestin.g ·and ha.ppy' occasion.
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PN : lVhat did tIley do during Autunm Festival?

ss: After the auturml harvest--as if tIley \\Tere waiting for thismoment-·-the
fa'rmers go ,all out to celebrate tlle' Autunm. Festival.

PN: I-Iow do .. they celeb'rate?

55: Dtlring the day, parents and cllildrell gathered at the school playgroillld
for tJ1eir atll1etic lneet, playillg relays, rope pllllillg., wrestling,etc"
Q'lildrell who participatecl in' the various games received awards'.
Durirlg.t}le night, various floats, including floats with geisha girls
dancillg, go willding through the streets .. Also on the banks of Lbikuma
River, beautiful fireworks are displayed. .

PN: What about your colle.ge?

SS: My college is called Taisllo University wllich is located at Tosllima-Ku,
Tokyo.

PN : So you donn a.t t]le school?

55: No. I connnuted from Yokohama to Tokyo every day.

PN: By train?

SS: Yes, sh.ose11 densha, by th.e electric car, I attended the college for five
\;·cars. Bltt -1 was in the boarding room for one year to prepare for tIle
~raduation thesis.

PN: lVhowould pa.y for, like, your-·--oh, you stayed at the church?

SS: Iv1y l"1aster and Bisll0P ShW1tatsu Miyashi tao paid for my whole SCllool' and
living' expenses. The Bishop did not }lave any children., ~therefore, he
loved TIle as his own child. He gave me higllcr education. He also
edllcatecl and. trained four other boys· as 'his disciples.

PN: So yOl] say )TOU talked to a millister alld your master gave you permission
to go to I-Iawaii .

. S5: lVell, first I asked Iny nlaster if I COllld. go to f-Jawaii as a Bucldllist
TIlinister. I-Ie a11swerecl t}lat I had to decide for myself choosing ei tller
to stay in Japan or leave for f-Iawaii. After mucl1 consideration I decided
to come to Hawaii.

PN: Y01I came to tlle HOll0lulll J6d6 Missio'n at first?

S5: Yes. III 1938 I came ·to Halvaii aJld. stayed at tIle I-IOl101ulll J6d6 Missioll,
tvlakiki Street. In 1940, Rev.' Kyodo Fujihana was traJlsferred to tIle
Maui J6d6 ~lission. To repla~e him, I was sent to the Ewa JQdo 'Mission.
I stayed for only one year, pefore World War II began.

PN: What were. yOll doing on December 7tll, 1941?
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SS: On December 7th, in the mor11ing I wol<e up and was preparing the Sunday
morning service. About 7:00 or 7:30 a.m. I heard a loud sOill1d of
'bornbillg at Pearl Harbor. I thought, that the U. S. Navy was holdillg
bOlnb,fllg practice'. But I saw an airplal1e flying over tIle gas stand of
tIle Standard Oil Company in Ewa. I recognized a risingsun mark on

, the body of the airplane., Then I turned the radio switch on. I heard
the news that a war was breaking out between America and Japan.

PN: W11at was YOllr reaction wIlen YOll found OLlt it was J'apal1ese bombing Pearl
I-Iarbor?

ss: I did 110t know what to do. But it came torny mind that I must realize'
that I mn a TIlinis ter andwhatever a.ction I tal<e must be with my
ministerial dlIty. If Oahu should happen to become a battle field I
visual i zed the terrifying, cha.ds resul ting among the citi zens . As a
civiliall,my first thought was either to organize a rescue party some­
what like a Red. Cross or to participate in one if sue}l a group was
being organized in our cOnnTIlillity. However, that opportunity never
TIl~ +n'; -i 'J 1 .:; '7 nr1 ~ ~ ~ ~ .
JIIU \"'v.L ..L.U..L..1.. LJ\..;U.

PN: ~Vere you sllocked that the Japanese bomb'ed Pearl Habor?

ss: Yes, I was very shocked. I could not believe it.

PN : ~,\·V11at happened after tha,t, tllen?

ss: Upon tlle declaration of an emergency, we could not hold. meetings nor
coulel we hold a few groul) gatherings. We COllld. not talk in Japanese on
the telepll0rle. So, all tIle fW1ctiollS of th,e, Buddhist church stopped ..

VV11en I wallted to go to Waipahu or to I-Ionolulu, I had to report to tIle
F.B.I. Therefore, we Japanese, did not go out. I stayed in the church.'

One afternoon, two F.B.I. men came to see me. Without a single word,
to IllY wife, I was taken to Irrunigration (Office). On the way they
told Inc, "After t]1e hearing, you can come back home. So, don't worry
abolrt YOllr faJnily." But I d.id not come home llntil tIle War ended.

P~J: Bllt did. )lOU expect tl1cm to conie al1d pick you up? The F.B.I?

SS : OIl, yes. I thougllt sOTIleday' tIle F. B. I. would arrest me" I didn't know
"\TIlen the)' WOLlld. arrest me. I didI1't know wIlen they '\Tould come to Ollr
llolne. YOlI know, many Japanese who were Buddllist ministers, Japanese
selloo1 teachers and agents of tIle Japanese Consul were already arrested
by tIle F. B. I .

PN: ~Vhat did )'our wife think and.....

SS: After T was arrested, my wife had many hardships and worried over many
l)roblelllS; flOW to manage tIle chllrch, ho\\! to feed her Iittle child and to
live by Ilerself. But she could not solve these problems for herself
at the c]lurch. At last she made lip her mind to go to her parents' home
in f-Ionolulu alld to find herself a suitable job. Fortunately she was
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an American citizen and could speak both J-apanese al1d English. She got
a job. Then, she came to Ewa from Honolulu to clean up the church-
once a week. During my absence she never \vrote me about the church
andller life. Maybe sh.e did not want to make me worry. She' only
wrote me, "Don'.t worry about the church and familyn, that's all.

Mter two months , we internees were sent to tIle Mainland from Sand Island.
First \"e arrived in San Francisco. Then, frOTIl tllere \vewere sent by
train to San I-IollstOl1, Texas. At this camp t11ere were Germans , Italians
al1d \-Japan.esc ""ho were arrested fronl various (U. S.) states. After two
wee~s ,we J~anese again were sent to the ~os~bu~g Int:rnm~nt~~, New
Mexlco. A.L ter one year, we weresellt agaIn LO ~aI1ta ~e, New MeXICO.
Just before tIle lVal' ended, my wife and the families of tIle internees
were sel1t to the Crysta.l City Fmnily Il1ternmentCamp in Texas by the
Red Cross. Then I reunited wi tho my faIuily. .After ,tIle lVar, DecemlJer,
1945, we returned ~o Honolulu from Crystal City.

PN: Before you go into that, why did they transfer you all over the place?

SS: I didn't mow W}lY.

PN: They jllst moved you arolUld?

SS: Yes. We didn't know why we. had to move. But we had to follow the
orders of the authority.

PN: I-Iow was life in Sand Island, like, convared to the Mainland?

SS: Food alld treatlncllt \\las bette'r on tIle ivlainlanci t]lal1 all Scllld Islalld
because the island was IleaI' to the direct place hit by the Japanese.

PN: I-Iow many priests were interned during the VlaI'?

SS: I didn't exactly know but almost all priests were interned. A few
priests were not arrested in Hawaii.

PN: rrhere ,vere some woman priests, too?

SS: It seemed to me tIlat two or tJlree woman priests were arrested in Hal,AJaii.
I d:i(bl' t know J10W rna.n,y WOmaJl priests there were because the mell and
wornell were in separate canvs.

PN: And \v]lat about the Gennclns aIle} Italians?

SS: \Ve were wi th them a few weeks on Sand I sland and. I-fallstoIl. rrhollg}l
\ve lived in tIle same camp, I did not know anytIling about them.

PN: YO~l said Y9l1 were '\larking with Mr. Sam Nisllimura, the tailor?

5S: Yes, I did .. '·Mr. Sam Nis11iinllra was a professional tailor It He t~Ugllt me
how to operate the sewing macl1ille on Sand Island. At tIle canv, we were
Sllpplied v~i tIl OIlly 11and needles and th.read to patc}l tIle brokell pal1ts.
Sufferil1g througll the inconvellience, we patched tIle pants. One d.ay
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the ATIl1)T brought us a se\ving machillc. Bllt nobody know 110\'1 to operate
the ,machine. Forttmately, ~1r. Nishimura came into the camp as an
internee. TIlen I learned from Mr. Nishimura how to operate tIle machine.
Since t}1en, I sewed many -'clog~,thongs and mended tllings' for the intem·ees.
At .the internmellt camps I held many kinds of jobs 'as .a volunteer. For
example, being a tailor, an orderly of the hospital, a doctor's
assistant, a news translator alld news annOW1cer.

PN: You'd read the newspaper and announce it over the PA systems and radio?

S8: No. Vie did not have SUC1l a PA system and radio .. After translating the
English news from the papers and radio into Japanese, l"e announced the
news in Japanese to all internees. All of the people enjoyed listening
to tIle news at tIle Jness 11all after the supper.

PN: What camp was this in?

S5: Let me see. Sal1ta Fe, New Mexico; RoselJurg, New ~1exicoand Crystal
City, rrexa.s. EveryvJ}1ere, all internees ,,,anted to kl10\" t}1e infonnation
about the mO\Tement of tIle world.

PN: You were picked because you know how to speak and write b'oth Japanese
and Ellg1ish?

SS: Yes. I thillk so.

PN: Did. they pay )TOll for this job?

55: No, t11ey dicbl' t.
'voltmteer work.

You know, all of the jobs ill the'internment camp we're
So, my job was va1lilltary .

PN: YV}lile you were i]l these various internment camp, how many' people from
I-Jawaii were intenled?

SS: I canl10t say exactly how many people there were. Bllt the first grollp
of internees who were sent to the Main,land consisted of 172 persons .
.TheIl, second, tllird ten groups were sent to the internment camp.
ApIJroximately 700 people were s,ent ..

PN: While you w,ere helpillg t]le doctor, wh',lt kind of sickness or illness did
people have? In the camp, you blOW, you said you helped the doctor?

5S: In th.e canlp, people 11ad. ordinary sick]leSSeS; }leadaclle, cold, stonlach
pail1 al1d so all. \,Vl1e]1 people beca.nle seriously sick, tlley were sent to
tIle Al1ny General Hospi tal in town. '

PN: Can I ask YOll aIle more question? lVhat is your reaction to the United
States goverrunent interni]lg you in this concentration camp, or
i11te'rnment camp?

5S: At first I I1ated the U.s. goverrunent. ~V}1Y did they arrest us,
separated· us from our £a1ni1ies aJld 'send us to tIle internment canlps?
We llelped the people in Hawaii, the conununi ty and indirectly the
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goverl1TIlent of the U11ited S·tates. We never had any 110stile thougllts .
oVer the u.s. goyernment .. I tllought' something was not fair. Now my
idea }1as changed to such that it' seemed n.atural tha.t we were to be
arrested' and sent to the Mainland, becallse there was a war between
Japan and the United States. I have had thoughts of the U.S.
gov~rnment possiblymeaning-'-well b·y· protecting us from tIle d.a11gers
of the outside. In the p'reseIlt, ·1 tllink that it was all a good memory
and experience for me. I am tllankful of the Wa.r treatment.

PN: You tllink it was a good experience?

SS: Yes , that wa.s my good experience. Though it was a hard experience, I
now caTl elldllre any hardships in tllis world. But I feel sorry for the
old 11eople who were interned during tIle fau" years. After bei.Tlg
released from th.e internment camp, some of them passed away, and some
could not work in their own business because of their agedness. In
tllose d.ays I was' young, but now I am 65 years old. Mr. Sam Nishimura
is 72 years old.

PN: They ha.d hard tilne readjusting to the camp life?

SS: Yes, I th.ink so. That is memories of 30 years ago. I 'can recall the
good old days, still fresh in my memory.

END OF 1NrrE.RVI EW



508

BIOGRAPHICAL SUN1MARY: LOWELL TAKAHASHI, retired Post Master

Lowell G~michi Takahashi, Japanese, was born in Waialua on
August 12, 1912. His parents, irrnnigrants' from Japan, made shoyu, owned
a small store in Haleiwa,and raised pigs.

Lowell graduated from Mid-Pacific Institute and attended Cannon
Business College for one year. His first job was as a service station
attendallt in Wahiawa. Later, he got a job at the Waialua Post Office
and stayed there for 36 years, retiri.ng as a Post Master.

fn 1951, Lowell married in a Buddhist ceremony. Since his retirement,
he enjoys playing on the Kahuku Golf Course. Wahiawa has been his home
for the past six years.
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Tape No. 1-59-1-76

ORAL HI STORY INTERVIEW

wit}l

Lowell TakahasI1i (LT)

July 22, 1976

Wahi3wa, Hawaii

BY: Norma Carr (NC)

NC: l'his is an interview with Mr .. Lowell Takahashi at his home in lVa.hiawa ..
1'oday is July 22nd., 1976. Mr. Takahaslli, thank you for allowing me to
C01TIe for this interview.. Would yOll tell us a little bitab'out yourself,
please? For exanlple, where were you born?

LT: I was bOTI1 in Waialua in 1912. Practically I was bODl and rais~d in
that dist'rict there.

NC : Where did your parents CaDle from?

LT: They C3.me from Jal)aI1.

1'1: C 1)0 .YOlI know when they came to I-Iawaii?

LT: (LaLlghs) Now let me see. I believe it's about the latter part of·the
18005.

NC: Oh, I remember! When we talked abollt it hefore, about 1895 to 1900. Why
diel your parents come to Hawaii? IJid they ever tell you?~

LT: No. I guess, adventure, pioneer life. Well, looking for a better life,
I guess.

NC: A11d where was t}leir first horne in Hawaii·?

LT: Well, I clan' t know abollt my mother, bllt my father, I'm very sure he C3.me
under the SlIgar contract at lVaia-Ilae Plantation or sometl1iIlg like that.
111en he moved down to Waialua district.

NC: W11at kind of work did he do in Waialua?

LT: lVel1, for the timebei11g, he \vas \vorki11g for tl1c pla11tatiol1. rrhen he
quit tl1at. He was in the shaY!}- business, make his own 's~oyu and petldle
around.

NC: Do you have any idea how he made the shoyu?

LT: rrhere was a· big va.t. It's made O~lt of beans, so I t}link he boils the
beans or cook tIle beans and put 'em in big tub,.. Here, you have a big
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press. Just press down the beans and squeeze the juice from the beans.

NC: You were still living in Waialua when he was in the sho~ business?

LT: Yeah.

NC: But were you living on the' plantation?

LT: At t}lat time, no.' I was only' born in the.plantation camp., rfhen we
mO'ved lq) to. jllst the outskirt .of the plantation life tl1ere. Into the
town. Well, so called. 1wo, three houses, they had town, eh.

'(Laughter)

NC: Oh, you. mean" it wa.s that small?

LT: Ye'ah" I--Ialeiwa was ~ Even today , it's a sInal1 town. But wasil' t a plan­
,tation town, or camp or anything like that. It was outside of the
jurisdiction of tl1e pl~.ntation' ..

So TnallY years, 110 made s}loyt.l.Then he bought a small store in I-faleiwa
taWIl, and on the side., he used to' raise pigs. f-Ie had about anywhere from
75 to one hundred pigs, adul t kiri.d. So that was his job, I guess.

NC: Did he sell tIle pigs?

IJT: Yea~h.

N'C: Did he ever' butc11er them and sell th.e meat ...

LT: No, no. Just raise the pj;gs and he sold it to this .... they used to come
and buy, so T think these people, they buy and, they butcher the thing
and thel1,maybe they sell it to the b'utcher shops, I guess.

NC: This was after the store?

LT: Yea11. I-Ie was rUllning the, small little store and ...

NC: And t]1e ,11iggery at the saIne tinle?

IJT: 1\1y motller was ]le1lJing wi th t'he store while he was out in the piggery
farnl tllcre. Or vice versa. 1\ly nlother alld I used to go d.own to the
piggery farm, aJ1d clean the !)lace 1111 or feed the pigs.

NC: Mlat did you used to feed the pigs?

LT: Mas tly slops. ~Ve used to go town there. House to house. A11d then, the
old J-Ialeiwa. Hotel was kind of ath.ing there those days, so we used to have
lot of slops from the Haleiwa f-Iotel.

NC: Did you have to pay for the slops?

LT: I~ow, I know, you have to pay for it, but those days was free.
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NC: Did you l1ave any brotllers or sisters?

LT: I have sisters, no b·rothers.· I have nine sisters. (La.ughs)

NC: Are you the' oldest or the yo~ngest?

LT: I":TIl rigllt in between~ Just about the center. I'm tIle only boy ..

NC: Did tlle girls help wi th this work?

LT: No, not too mllc}l. TIle piggery farnl was jLlst maybe betl\leen my father,
TI1Y TIlother ,alld I.. Just about tIle three of us. We used to run the f'arm
there. Besides the pigs, we had chickens, we had ducks. You know, the
old COUlltry fann.

NC: So tllis "\las part of your own food, too?

LT: ~Vell, COllld be, becalLc:;e the chickens and the egg~.. Of course, the pigs,
we sold them out.

NC: Did tIle Japanese in those days eat pork?

L1': Yes, tlley used to eat. I remember when J was a. kid, my 'father Llsed to
selld me to the butcIler shop aJld btly a d.ollar-·--well, you don'·t buy by two,
tllree pounds. 1'hos8 days, you sa)!, "Givenle a dollar's \~orth of pork. "
Or "]~.ifty cen.ts worth of pork," or something like that II' .

NC: Yeah. I don.'t have a. prejud.ice. I just wondered how styles of c:ating
ch.anged..

LT: Yea]1, it d.id. It's interesting, those da)Ts. Now, today, you go to the
supennarket, everything is all packaged up.

NC: So, kids may not even know that chops come from a pig.. But in those days,
if tIle girls didn't help with these activities, what was expected of the
gi.rls'?

LT: Well, lllostly, I guess, work at home. Clearling tIle house or cooking,
\vashing or things .like that~

NC: flow big a 110l1se or h.ow many room..s diet you }lave?

LT: Oh, it \vas a old shack. Wllat I mean is old. shack is, those days, houses
were TIIOSt.l"y buil t wi tIl one by twelve rOllgh board.. YOll see- -- got SOITle old
h011se5 d.own the plantation right now.. No paint.. But only thing you c.l0
with. tIle outside of the wall is to w}1ite\vas}1 the wall. Il1at's about it.

NC: So., the gir~s, then, llelped )Tour mother wi tho the houselvork?

LT: Tviostly \vitll tIle houseworl<.

NC: I-IO"\l did t110Y cleall the house? I mean, now, it's vaCUWll clearlers. Wllat
did tlley use i11 tllose days?
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LT: Just broom. Sweep -it out, r guess.

NC: What kind of furniture did your parents have?

LT: In. those days, we didn't h.ave any of these .mod.ern .fumiture or what is
Western .furniture. Maybe '. you ha:ve parlor. We just b~ve one small,; low
table. Tlla.t' 5' a.110ut all. No', chairs or anything of that sort.. In the
ki tchell, you hacl kind of big .table there, and then, chair or .two'.
Mas tly, i twas 11enches ~ No zaputon or· anything tll0S e days ..

Some of th,e h.ollses I Imow, evel1 the kitcl1en, it wasn't floored \vitIl
board. It was just solid dirt. They just sprinkle water everyday a.lld
sweep, ar1d that thing comes 'so hard and packed, it's jus t like a cement
or. something. Concrete. But, no floors. Lot of the houses were 1ike
that in the old days.

NC: So tllen, the girl' l1ad to know how to pack it down, hlUl?

LT- Ye(l-w~, I glless

NC: If you ha.dno zabutons, or anything', how about the bedrooms? Were they.
.Ja.panese style or Western style?

LT: Well, it was Japanese style.

Ne: Could yOll describe Japanese style of those days?

LT: You l1ave these fllton. l'hey }1ad two types of futon, I guess _ One is to
cover yourself ,--and one is to put it down on, the floor for 'you to sleep'
on. Jllstlike a ma.ttress. That was it. Then the later years, we made
a house in back of this old house. rfhcn we got beds.

NC: Were the flltOl1S bought at a store or were they made at home?

LT: ~Vell, lTIostly it was ma.de in those days. The \vomen-- (learned) from their
mothers--used to make.

NC: YOllY Jl10thcr kne\" 110\\1 to nlake ... II

LT: Yeah, the f~ts>n~,. l'hey 11ad that cotton a11d ... II

NC: Did it take a special skill to make them?

LT: ~Vell, I don't tllink so, b.ccause tlley werell' t Jnaking any fancy things like
what you see in the stores. It was a matter of just putting the cotton
betwecll t\tV"O clotll, and maybe, stitch everywhere.

NC: L)id your sisters learn to ma.ke them?

LT: They llsed to l1elp, but I doubt it if they know how to make ~ ..

NC: 'Tllell, after, wIle·n. you buil t a new house, where did the furn.i ture come from?
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LT: Chee, I don't mow wllere tIley bought it, b'ut I guess there in a store.
You mow these old iron.beds. Had a chair or two in our room.

NC: Did those beds come ,.with mattresses?

LT: Yes, with Western mattresses.

NC : Did tIle town }lave electrieity? '

LT; Yes, ''Ie had. electricity. At tIle beginning, no. WIlen I w~s a small kid,
well, we use gas lqlS or lan.tern 0'1' whatever it is.

NC: You remember the gas Imnps?

LT : Yes. I t was a dangerous. thi!1g to· fool around with . (IJaug}ls)

NC: Oh, were t11ey? I-Iolv about lighting on the streets,! Were there streetlights
or street gaslamps or what?'

.LT: No, was streetligIlt. The streetlight caIne into tIle town. The electricity
came into the town. Every home was, well, they had the electrical lights
and tIle street \,yas streetlights. That is when I was grannnar grade.
I'm talking about tIle grammar grade wIlen I say "young." The OIlly thing
was 11.0 electricity so we didn't have electrical appliances. Only thing
is mostly oil stove, lamps, and olltside wood stove.

They make these stoves from ffilld and dirt and straw. And tIlen they make it
into a clay or sOTIletllillg and TIlake a stove. They used tQ bum wood to cook
your r~ce, or.... of course, the oil stove 'is a small tIling, so ..

NC: Was m~re cooking done inside the house or outside the house?

LT: rrhe wood stove was under the house ill the shade. So, they had a place
for just cook that rice. It was protected.

NC: But it was not inside the house?

LT: No, 110t insicle tIle house. It's outside.

NC: About how old were you when the electricity came?

LT: l'vlaybe before I was ten years old, I guess. Maybe seven" eight years.

NC: So, maybe 1920 or ....

,LT: Abollt or before that, I guess. It ,vas a great occasion theJl. (Laug]ls)

NC: Oh, you remember it?

LT: Yeml, when the tIling came here.

NC ': Do YOll reme,mber how your house got cormected to a source of electricity?
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different .. 'You know, those things where the wires hang down from the
~eiling and tIlen you have your 'lamp there. .

NC: Did they lead from the house to a post·· or something?

LT: Yea.h, I guess so. No, tIley had a main line coming to tIle house. Then
you Jl8.ye th.at tIling connected.

NC: You nleaJl tIle tIling th.a.t held'tIle l,ight bulb? The fixture was 'also
hangil1g ...

LT: Yeah, you know, just hanging fromtlle ceiling by tIle wire'. And then,
they had a reflector or somethi.ng, and just a bulb in. it. TIle very old
fashioned lights. I don't think so .you can find those thi.ngs any mn,re.

NC: No, if 'you find. tilem, you' 11 find they ~ re an antique now. Where did you
go to elementa~1 school?

LT: In Waialua.

NC : Do you remember \\/"h at you used to s tlldy there, what th,ey tried to. ~each
the' kid.s in those days?

LT: ~1ostly, it1",as graTIllnar, arithmetic al1d t11ings like that. Reading and
writing, those tIlings. I remember arithmetic lnostly because 'as the
worse sllbject I }late to .... even right today., I hate tIle thing so.
Anytl1illg wi th figllres.

Those da'ys I was in Haleiwa., tIle elementary school was abolit two miles
away. From tIle Waialu.a SugarM.ill, tIle canlps to the sellool,' it was
about two or three miles away. Some of tllem (camps) are ~further up ..
We did.l1' t have any buses or cars or anytIling like tllat.. 'We 'used to
walk to school. If the rain or shine, you just walk down to school.

NC: I-Io\\/" abollt lllllC}l? Where did you .eat Iunch~

LT: ~vell, they had school Il.meh. But tIle rnaj ori ty of them used to take their
own 1llllCh. Once in a wIlile we used to go to tllC cafeterj a. Those days,
1lll1C}1 was five cents. Of course, no milk and things lik~ tllat. No
frills. Just the plate.

NC: ~Vhat kil1d of luncll would they serve?

LT: \Nell, tlley }lad stew and things like tllat.

NC: It was a hot IUllC11, too?

LT: Ye~Jl, }10t lllnch It

NC: Do. you renlember a.ny of the teacIlers?
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LT: Yes, I still do, some of them. Let's see. They ,vas livin.g in the
corrnnunity. Practically all of them used. to live in the school cottage.
Rig}lt 110W, you have cars, so, tIley corrnnllte back and forth. But most.
o'f them was .in a school. cott.age. Oh, just a few wasTI:\aybe outside.

NC: They' lived. in t~he community, but were' they local :people?

LT: Yes, th.ose was the locals'. fThen, we. l1ad from the outside WHS froIn tlle
Mainland. Of course, few of these locals used to live in the cottage
too, but TIIDst of the outsiders, what I call Mainland teachers, they
llsed to live in cottage ..

NC: Were there more outsiders or locals?

LT: I think it was more outsiders those days, becallse the only thing you had
was Nonnal School. In those days, to be a teacher, to get. a degree in
teaching.

NC: So;; the teachers from the Mainland. 'AJere maybe college
just ,Normal ScJloolgraduates?

and not

LT: 111at, I wouldn't kn.ow.

NC: No, I was just wOl1dering if it was obvious tllat there was a difference
like that?

LT: No.

NC: Do )'011 remeJIlber any of the childrell being naughty in school? I won't
as·k you i f you were naughty. (Laughs)

LT: Well,' I was 11aughty, too. We llsed to get spankin.g.

NC:

LT:

l'JC:

LT:

LT:

NC:

Wll0 spanked?

If you.' re na,ugllty to the extreme, then you was spanked. wi th a ruler or
tJ~e po inter or sonlcthing I ike that.

Yeah. ()r let lIS stay after scll001 an.cl wri te so TIlany hlllldred tinles
certa,j n words or phrases. Tl10se da~'Ys, I thi11k they were really dedicated
tllat they will stick byyOll till 3 o'clock in .the afternoon or 4 o'clock.
lU1til YOll did your assigneel duty or task.

Ulltil yOll lmderstood your lesson?

Yea11.

1f yOll were Jlallghty and you got spanked in school, did you tell your
parents abollt it?

LT: No, we never. l'hose days, we never did cry. (Laughs)
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LT: Well, I guess, to me, it was a s}lame to tell the parents that I got
licking, so I jllst shut up, ~nd 11obody knew about it.

NC: SllppoSe some friend told his pareIlts ,how would the parents react? .

LT: I think tIley'll says, nOh, well, lna.ybe, good for YOll~ You was naughty.
You 'got tIle licking. You deserve it." I',m pretty' Slrre that's the
atti tu.cle they' 11 take. (Lauglls)

}\~c: You went to Waialua thro.ugh the e,ighth gra.de?

LT: Right .throllgh.

NC: Then, where did you go after that?

LT: To MPI. (Mid-Pacific Institute)

NC: And ho\v did you c1100se to go to MPI?

LT: At those day"s, I think, this :MP1 Cl10rale group or somebody used to corne
around to tIle eighth graders. Sing and advertise themself, I guess.. We
knew couple of boys from the district was going to MPI. In those days,
I tllink, if you hringin a new student, I think, you were given so muc]l
credit towa.rd your tu,ition. .

NC: What wa.s tllitioll in those days?

LT: It was $225 a year. Boarding and everything. That was big money those
days.

NC: Was that a sacrifice for your family?

LT: It was.

NC: Was that on1'y for boys, then, the school, or was it boys and girls?

LT: Boys and girls.

NC: Diel YOllr sisters go through lNaiall.la Elclnentary?

LT: Yes ..

NC: Did any of them want to continue?

LT: No, tIleyT ,,\feTen' t given a chance.. So, maybe, it was fi11ancially llard on
the parents. I being the only boy, they said., "Well, let that' guy have
his edllcatioJ1."

NC: Witll SOlne fa,milies they did decide it would be the boys, . because the
girls COllld nlarry an educated Inan. Then, you were the first one to go
i11 your fanlily, or did the girls go to Waialua High School?
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LT: One of t11em, I think, went to Leile11ua ~igh. One to Waialua High.

I~C: Was it possitJle for the girls to get jobs with an eightl~ grade
education? '

LT: Well ,those days, I'm very sure, tIle only jobs they got was house
. serV~lnt) work for some family and somethin,g like that. Not in the office
as a bookkeeper or clerk or....,no, Jio.. I doubt it.

NC: Were th,e ~apanese girls expected' to become household hel11ers? 'Was there
any prejuclice?

,LT: No prejudice. ~Vell, they had certain woman's job. But mostly it was,
in tllose days, even a clerk or bookkeeper, tlley used to hire men, I
guess. T11at was a' trend. lVhy I say t11at is t}lree of my sisters, they
had, that--,-in those days, Mutual Telephone Company. Not ffawaiian TelCrelephone).
Bu·t t11cy had a substation in Haleiwa. So ~ they used to work as operator
tllcre \vhich they hire not11ing but women for operators. Then one of them
caine irlto to-wn a11d she \\Torked fora delltist helper.. So, there V·las j lIst
a fe\\! jobtllat was available to warnell t}10se days. Most' of them was ]10use­
11oldwork.

NC: Then, back to MFI. What were the subjects?

LT: I took IIp b'ookkeeping.

NC: You who hated numbers?

LT: Yea}l.

(Laugl1ter)

LT: Algebra was worse, so, I rather take .... one plus one is much easier than
figuring out the x,y,z, or square root of the thing.

NC: ~rhat's ver)' trllC .. Now that wasoJlly a l1ig}1 school level, \vhicJl in t110se
days was a lot to acl1ieve a 11igh school education. So, I'nl not lmocking
it. Were the courses enough to equip you to be a bookkeeper?

LT: I would say yes. Like, in .my case now', I took bookkeeping. 1'}1e first
year, of course, it was general things. And t11e second year, we started
on.proI>!'ieto.rship. The first year. Just for ourself busil1ess bookkeeping.
Then, -che second year ,'( we took partners}lip bookkeeping. And the tllird
year, \ve took up corporatio11 bookkeelJing. In fact, wheIl I work for 110st
office, tllese tllings, they he.1-ljme out. So I kll0W the debits and tIle
credits. ()f course, I won't be a high paid accountant with that much
knowledge, but more or less, you had a knowledge.

NC: Bllt it could. have started you on th.e, road?

LT: Yeah, if you went to accolUlting finn or something like that I think you
could pick ,up faster than the others, I. guess.
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NC : How long ,vas the SCllool year?

LT: Same tllirlg like tJle public sellool. Sel)tember rig11t through. Maybe one
or two earlier or you begin earlier orqu~t earlier. .

NC: September throllg}1 Jlme?

LT: Nine TIlonth.s ..

NC: Aild what did you do during the swnmers when you were a teenager?

LT: I worked very llard, ·for a kid. \\Then I was small==say luaybe less tl1an
tenyears--,during the swmner', \ve used to go for the Waialua Plantation.
That sugar company. Weedi~g and: watering, irrigating the cane.

NC: This was before you were ten?

LT: Yeah, about tell years old or somewhere around there. Then, wIlen I used
to go to Iligl1 sc11001, in the SluIJmer was mostly pineapple field. Picking
pineapple, plantin.g pineaJ)ple.

NC: What was the pay for .boys in those days?

LT: Pi11ealJple was .... Idon't know. It's dollar. Or was it dollar something.
But I was rnostly with a contract then- -plarltiJlg contract, picki11g
COlltract--so, \v8 get 11aid accord.ing to tIle cOlltract. You make pretty
good money for those days. Maybe fOllr, five dollars a day. You ave'rage
abollt the,re, while others, maybe, average in· their work, maybe $1.50
or something like that.

l~C: ~V}lic:h is l1arder \vork? Sugar work or pineapple work?

LT: Well, in the sugar work, we just weeded and irrigated. l?ickil1g pineapples
was a cliffe'rent thing than now. You don't follow those big mac}lines. .
lJsecl to get a l)ag and load all the pineapples in your bag and up to
'YOllr neck and. u'p to your head an.d your shoulder. And they used to come
alIt from the pineapple line.. I'hat "vas kind. of backbreaker job.

I\]C: What was the procedure for picki11g IIp the pineapple?

t,T: YO~I ju.st grab the top and yOll break it off~ .

NC : f-Iow was that on the hallds?

L1': ~Ve.ll., these }1311Cls here was just pockmarked. \vith tIle tl1orns. You kllOW,

have on, tIle pineapple leaves is really sl1arp. \'\Te jllst }lave nothing but
hole. Full of ]101es, you know. You jllst couldn't recognize your hand.
But yOll get used to it after'a couple of weeks. .

NC: Would it have been possible to work with. gloves?

LT: \Ve used to work with tl1e cloth.. Gloves. But then it penetrates l> So
after a. wI11Ie, wJlen you get used to it, we just grab it with the bare
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haJ1ds. That's all.

NC: Boy, ,that SOlU1ds ro:ugh.

LT: Yea]1, it was rOllgh. The planting was rougil, too. Planting of the
pineapples. You have to have a spade., What do you call that? A spade
or shovel7' 'You use that and dig a 1101e and put that pineapple top or
slip or whatever it is. Plant'jng. ,So, your right palm--,if YOll're right­
handecl- -the \vl101e IJalm llscd to 'blister al1dpus and evcrythil1g. TIlen
the skin com,es l1ard, and ,then it's, al~ight.. But you suffer for a while ..

NC: Abollt hOVJ 10,ng clid i t take for the' hand ... ,

LT: Oh, I \vould say, about, t11ree weeks to one Illonth, I think. About a
month l)efore that hand would be healed and you can use it ..

NC: :tv1r. 1"1akah,as11i, w]1ile you. were still a young person gOiI1g to school a11d
working., did. your falnily tal(e time to observe tradi tioD,al ~Japanese days
or rituals or religious observances? '

LT: Yeah" I guess so. The biggest obse'rvance they had was, I should' ,say,
the 'bon season.. 11lat' s the J'apanese Buddllist big event. And the bon
s'ea.son·~ tJlat is on July to August, I guess. Another big tIling they
observe was New Year's.

NC: lVesterJ1 I~ewYea.r's? Ja.nuary 1st?

LT: tJaYlllary 1st" Outside of t}lat, tlley didJ1't have too much activities,
like t}1at.

NC: ~Vould you say they (LT's family) were active Buddllists?

L1': (Latlg11s) ~Vell, the ftmnypart of tllese old people is they don't go to
cllurch every S'unday. They used to go to church when the church has'
certain affairs.

NC:' I)oes the Buddllist religion eX!Ject you DO go at certain times to the
tem!Jle?

LT: Not that I kl10W of. Well" the)' have certai'n kind of a observ'ance ..
BuddJ1a's birthday or sonlething like that, and the bon season.. Few of
that ..

NC: ~Vere there any tJlings they were stlpposed to cia at home wi th any regulari ty
for their Bllcldhist religiol1?

LT: No. Of course, I should say, tIley all have altars with tIle tablets in
there.

NC: You have a. beauti ful one 11ere.,

LT: ~Ve1.1, their ritual was when'tIley cook rice, the first rice, t11ey used to
Pl.lt it up.
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'NC: To tI1e a1 tar?

LT: Altar. To tlleir ancestors. So, l)e£ore tIle rice is eaten by tIle
family or anything, first, they jllSt open the cover.. Then the first
rice, they scoop it up in a small dis}1', and put it up.

NC: Who 1voulddo that in the family? .

.LT: Ivlother.

NC: Did s11e l1ave to say a prayer \vith that, OT. It ....

LT: Not a standardized prayer, put, maybe, in 11er h.eart, th.ey says, well,
"I-Iere you are. Please accept this." Or something like that.

NC: It \vas an offering?

LT: Tha t. 's all 0_£fe-.r:ing. Or whatever things., maybe, she migh t make. ~~aybe

something s11e don Y t make everyday affai1', something wlusual. 1'hell,
s}le',d rnake a certain offering first. Anything is 'first. First thing is
offered there. She used to' put up flo'wers now and then when she call
find flo\vers. TI1.ey might h.ave religion in their heart, I guess, but it
wasn't S]10wn. in SllC}l a way that you could notice it.

NC: T11ell how about otller traditions? Did )rOllr mother dress Western style or
.Japanese style?

Ll': As far as T· call reJnenlber, I havell't seC11 ]ler ill a c.Japallese kinlono.
IvIostly tl10se siJnple \Vestem clothes. You know, the old people used to
wear very simple. That's about it.

I\JC: Do you kJl0w if she brought an.y Japanese clothes with her when she CaIne
frorn Yamaguchi?

LT: No, that I don't.

NC: And d.id. your father have any tradi tion JaI)anese clotlles?

LT: I haven.'t seen.

NC: ~\lhat did they wear at the bon. time?

LT: Well, ~Vestern clot11es. Ivlaybe a Ii ttle better dress than they were
wearing daily. 1nat' s a.bout it.

NC: A11d }'OU dressccl, of course, ill Western style?

NC: So, where did the family buy the clothes?

LT: I think sh'e used to have it made at the dressmaker. In those days., well,
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you have one sui t. And one suit, t]lat is it. So, I think he had it
made by a tailor, because in the town th.ey llsed to have several tailor
shops and dressmake.T shops.·

NC: Do. YOlI ever remember going to a tailor? '

LT: Gee, I don't remember. Maybe' I did. Of course, I had a coat and
things like that, so I thjilk I went to a tailor shop.

NC: We don't know how muell of the clothing was bought in stores ready-made
or wha.t.

LT: Ready-'TIlade th.ings, we didrl' t see in our town there... So few people arolllld·.
Not too many like now. They can. j LIS t keep i t up (now) ..

NC: How about the work clothes? Were those bOllght or made?

LT: lrVork clotl1es. I think, most of my clothes was made, I guess.

NC: Did YOlIY mother TIlake tllem?

LT: I wond.er if she TIlade those. I c1.oubt it. But maybe it was made at a·
ta.ilor sllop. I don't know. I wOl1der if I saw her at a sewing machirle.
(IJauglls) TIley had. (a sewing machine) .because we had my sisters. So,
tl1e'y did some sewing.

NC: Oh,you remember your sisters sewing?

LT: YeaJl. 111e)T' learn to sew.

NC: Whe11 you finished. at ivtPI, what was your first job?

LT: My first Job was service station attendant.

NC: Where \\Ta·s that?

I.JT: MJ1m·.

NC: Now, that was the Depression yea.rs.

LT: Depression ,year, it was really hard to find jobs. We llad to find jobs.
T'he De.pression \\Tas '29, so '30, '31., '32., '35 , it was still things were
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bad yet. ·19.30, I'm very sure that during the surrnner, I went to work at
the cannery. And within' one week, you had only one- day. job.

NC: So you were working only one day a .week,- that summer?

LT : At the ca.nl1ery, yeah. So I got disgusted. I caine back to the cOlmtry
and work in the field tllcre·.

NC: The p-incapple field had wO'rk?

.LT: Yeah" Not too mucl1, but they' had \Alorl(.

NC: Was all of that crop harvested that year? Do you know?

LT : Yes., I guess so.. Like, now,' du.ring the summer they harves t everyth ing
wha.t ..... I don' t know.. Now, maybetlley llave some fruits come alIt winter
ti,me, or ill spring.. But those days, thefruits us'ed to come out in the
~lnnm(:\r
'~''-,''''''J.f1.lJ.~.L •

NC : So, t11en, you could work on th.e plantation or in the pineapple fields.
But yet, the cannery slowed down, and tllat was supposed to be the
]larves tj 11g season ..

IJT: But, I guess maybe too many people apply for the job. I don't know
what it is, but ...

NC: Sllre, because tlley couldn't get jobs in other things.

LT: ~laybe .. So., actllally, I only work one day. Went up to sign up for it,
and tlley told me to corne back on certain day. So, a. few of us, we was
rentil1g one sJ'Tlall little room up Aala Street there. We went down there ..
They let you kno"" tIle next time you're going to c·ome. T~ey didn't let
me know for couple of weeks, so I came home.

NC: lJowdid that time affect your family? Did your father still have the
store :?

LT: 1 th.ink he went hack tJapan. I jtlst could.n't figllre that out now. So
they went back to tJap'ill. My father, my mother, aTld nlY three sisters.
Illey took thern hack to tJapan. Illey say it was Ijve a.nd die in Japan.
So., 19305, I dOll' t think he llad a store any lnore.

NC: Did. 118 stay in .Japall after he ,""ent back?

LT: Yeah. I-Ie sta)'cd there. And my mother stayed ill there. rrhey di~d, of
COlIYSe, right no,,,.

NC: AI1Cl two of your sisters went?

LI': Yea]l, three went back, but one canle back just before the' War. So, two
stayed back. They still there.yet.
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NC: Had all of them been bon1 here?

LT: All of them born here.

NC : So, it wasn't hard for them to come b:a,ck?,

LT: No. Bl.lt then t11e War started, al1d, you know, the transportation and
thi11gs lil(e that, so .... and in the meantime, tl1ey got married. So they
stayed there.

NC: Besid.es wantillg to go back to die, did your father feel that he had
made erlough money here so' that he could' retire? Or did he go to work
over there?

LT: No. fIe just· went back to retire. And I don't think so with a.l1 the
children, he had any money' wi thhim. I don' tknow how he did it, bllt
he went back. He, wasn't starvi!lg, so he did alright, I guess .

.1\]C: Did your mother a.Iso want to. go back or did she just go b'ack.. "

LT: Of cOllrse, I think s11e just followed l1im.

NC: So, w}1e]1 you started working at the post office, how big a post office
was it?

LT: Well, it was jllst a two-man operation. The postmaster'and the clerk.
,..IllS t the two of" u.s.

NC: "What were your working COl1dition.s? I-Iow man.y hours work?

LT: Ei~1t 110urs work and Monday through Saturday. Six days a week.

NC: Was it a full day on Saturday" too?

LT: At the begiruling it wasn't, but then, it came to half a day or sonlething
like tha.t.

NC: And h.ow filleh activity was t}1erea.t the post office? For example, at
t}lat tj.me.7 tllere may have been a tJl0usand workers at the plal1tatio,n.

LT: Yea11, jllSt abollt, I tl1in.k, thou-sand, or a little avera thousand em;ployees
they had those d.ays ~

NC: Wa.s there a lot of correspo'ndence? '[he people on tlle plantation and
other cOlmtries?

LT : No, not tOOTIluch. That was kind of slow tJ10se days, 1)ecause 'tVhat thing
perked up was after tI1e War or durin.g the War year. Before that, it just
1tVaS a sleeI)Y post office, I guess YOlI TIlight say. (Laughs)

NC: Well, a.t the' sleepy post office how much did it cost to mail a letter, say,
to Jal1aJ1 in 1935, "36, around t}lere?
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LT: I thiJlk i twas fi ve cellts? I jus t couldIl' t remember 36 years back. But
it was ...

NC: .~.a bargain, huh?

END OP SIDE ONE

SIDE 1WO

NC: You were sa.ying, how much were th.e postcards?

LT: One cent postcards. 1hen, came up to two cents, three cents. Now, it's
five cents or SOlnet}ling like that. It was sleepy post offic.e, as I said,
but we were kind of busy, because this one post office--Waialua Post
Office--used. to ta.ke care tIle whole ~Vaia.lua d.istrict. Waialua Post
Office is all the' plantation property'. Now., 'tI1ey built one there at
flaleiwa, tIle I-Ialeiwa Post' Office they have now. They had a,nother post
office IIp in the plantation ca.mp up Kawailoa. 1'hat t0W11, more or less.,
it's not tllere anY:jT10rE~,bllt they llse.d to have a post office there.. So.
~Ve (I-1alei\va and lVaialua Post Offices) jllst take care th.e \\Tl101e--just tIle
t\vO of lIS t11e wIlole Waialua district. Tllat is from ,Kaen,a 'Point up to
Waimea Bridge.

NC: I-Jaw did people write in those days? lVere there a lot of people who could
wri te their O\A/11 letters by the 19305 to early '405?

LT: No, nl0st of thenl ,"vas aliells. lVell, JalJa.nese letters, lllaybe, they wrote
it but not in Englisll or an)Tthing like tllat, addressil1g tIle thing., like
that. SOlnebody u'sed' t.o 11elp them.

NC: Did you ever have to help them.?

LT: Yes., lot of t.imes we did. I can't. read th'e Ja.panese, but~ they tell me
what it is and I look at that word, alld then I think, "Oh, something like
that. ivhlS t be so and so, address it for them."

NC: Was there a lJost office box systcnl ill those dcl)TS?

Lrr: There is a post office box office system.

NC: . f'low many post office boxes dj cithat one station have?

LT: 1t s ta:rted. out, was about a hWldrcd alld something, I guess. There weren't
too DIall)! boxes around.

NC: Did it cost a lot to rent the box?

LT: At the l1eginlling ,,\Then I startecl wor]<ing tllere, it was ·35¢,. I thinl<.
Every t]lrec 'nlontlls. That thing came up to 45¢. Now it's somewhere
aroU11d sixty cents. It CCl;me up some ,more after that. So, when I re'tired,
it 'was about si.xty cents or something like ~}lat.

NC: That's very reasonable.
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LT: But how hard it \vas to make mOlley. ~1aybe I shouldn't say it, but
t11ere \A1ere people whocouldn' t pay the 35¢ faY three ,months ~ That shows
how t11e time b~d or how 'hard to' come by.. making .money.

NC: YeCl;h, it was. And if people didn't have a postal box, how: did they
receive their mail?

LT: That"s a il1te'resting thing agaln. Well, you see, they used. to have
these stores in the ca1np·. Maybe, one is. outs19·C· of that pla.ntation,
and one is (in t11e) ca,Inp.. So, the people arouncl the store there, used
to S811d it all to the store tl1ere~ fie useo La take care ror lIS.

People come and ask by. his store, nOh, there~s a letter for YOlI." The
stores used to l1elp lIS. out in deliveriIlg those things. Of course, it
wa,s against regula,tion,but that was the system.

Now, tl1eKawailoa camp~ -:0£ course, in later years, they had a post
office. At the beginning, when they didn~t have the post office, the
Kawailoa PlaIlta.tion store' llsed to ccnne nick UD all the lnail for that
Ka\vai10a camp. I-Ie used' to take it l)ack-l'and distribllte the .mail. 'TIle
system worked like that. But now you can't do those things, of course ..

NC;' Did the.Ka\vailoa s.tore people come becallse they \vould. get packages at
your post office? Or 'did the'Y come just to do that as a favor?

LT; \'\1e11., as a favor. We used to send the package and everything. Of
course, certain things, like registered letters or registered packages,
they llsed to come c-lown" We used to send them notice so they come down'
to tJ1e post office and pick it up~

. NC: Did the stores get any merchandise sen.t through the mail?

LT: No, I don~t think so~ They· were doing that kind of business only
individllally.

NC: It was a different kind of shipping then for theln to get their goods.
"What was the acldrcss system? How would letters be acldressed?

LT: Coming to Waialua? .Mostly, it ,vas just plair1 Waialll<l, Oahll, lL,S~A~ So,
it was our dllty to know practica,lly every living person in that district ~

(Lallghs)

NC: I--Jo\vlong did it take to get to know cveryhod.)T in the district?

LT: 'VeIl, day in and. day out, YOll look at the letters and. you see that. there
is t11is, maybe .. f' •• at first' it was killd of hard, blJt Inore or less, yOll
start to kno\v exactI)! .where they live and. who their children are ~ In
,fact, you know t11e whole history of t11e family. (JJaughs) T11at is why.,
t}1e post o''rfice, I enj oyed working there, because it was very interesting.

But, 110W, ·,is the fW111Y part of it. These people I llave know for 36 years
or so, I notice that some of tJ1cm I see on the street, I just plain
fo.rget their name. I just can't recall who th.ey were, what their name
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was!' After I got sick I thinkrnaybe -my head. went goofy.. And here I
been knowing them for .36 years and day in and day out with them, and
I just couldn't recall what their name was. '

NC; Now, a.fter those years'of getting to know everybody and people going to
tIle post offi.ce box, when did home delivery start?' ,

I.,T: Chee, home delivery started twenty some odd years ago, I guess,.

NC : It's tIlat young?'

LT: Yeah, it '·s 110t too 01.0., Ine delivery man, he has beel1witJl the post
office for little over t\Venty years, so, r tllink, li.ttle over tW'enty
years .. It's not too·old ..

NC : So, thell, the address system'~ "", .. ~

LT; Changed ..

NC;What kinds of c}lallges dtd you see tIleIl in tl1e address on the letter?

LT: Well, they address it to. tlleir hOllse now. It"snot the city delivery so,
it's a rllral delivery'. So,. they have to have rural delivery box number ..
TIley put up the box and we' give them b'ox numb'er for that,., RR~ SO, that's
the box address now ..

NC: And do. yOll know h,ow the box number is desi.gnated?

LT: Yes. i\Iore or less one section, well, we start with one. Then we go do-wn
there and maybe get tllree hundred houses llere in this section. lVell, we
reserve from 0118 to tllree Ilu11dred.. So, in bet~"veen, an'ybody ask nlDllber,
we used to assign. More or less, in chronological order.

NC: Was this decision made by you locally, or did the postmaster of I-Ionolulu
}lave to get a law?

LT: No. We (lid everything our 0\\TJ1. TIle next block, maybe, we start with
fOllY Ilulldred ill) to five 11lli1(lred~ rrhen, the next block, maybe, start from
six hW1dred to eight l1undred" 111ings like that"

NC: So, you systematized it?

NC: lVe 'l~e talking a.bout Wai,alua. Did you als.O have to do it for Haleiwa?

LT: No. I-Jalei'va, well, they did their own.

NC: Oh, so then', by' that time, Haleiwa, got its own post office?

LT;Post office and they' had their·rural delivery. Now they have a city'
delivery? too, dOWll Haleiwa.
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NC: Does Waialua?

LT; No, Waialuajtlst have rural to it because it's a second class post office,
yet.

NC: It.' s a second class?

LT; I-Ia.lei,~a.· is a first class. They detenniI1e that by the volrnue .of business
you do for a year'_, Gross receipts ~

NC; Is tl1ere a big difference between the volume in Haleiwa and the volrnne
of business in~ _, .. 11

LT; Waialua? Well, I wouldn~t think too much difference there. ~Just about
the same. ,Maybe, they' do more receipts.

NC: Over tl1e years', did people receive foreign newspapers aT foreign
publications? .

LT; Yea]l, I tl1ink, maybe, few of them did,: I don '·t thjnk too .1nany, because
tl1Qse days people wasn't too concerned about reading or w.ri ti.ngbecause
they was so busy' with their work, I glless ~

NC: Hours were long.

LT; Ye~h, hOllrs was lo.ng, I guess.

NC: I'he few who. d~d receive a. foreign newspaper or somet11ing 1ike that, was
that so exceptional that ther.e would be talk about it·at the post office?

LT; No, not at all.

NC: I 'mean friend.ly talk~ I don't "mean bad (talk} ~

LT: No 1 d.OI1' t ·think so a11ything, because, those newspapers and magazines,
in the post office, they call it junk'mail anyway. So, when they come
in~ they come in bags full.. We just sort it out. We don't know who
got ~lat and so .. ~~

NC: Would yOll think it mea11t, TIlaybe, that T~as abetter edllcated person?
TIle aIle who was receiving. ~ .

LT: Maybe, yeah. Of course, tl1e COlTIJT1lUlity was mostly ,Japanese and Filipinos,
a fe,~ sprinklings of Koreans and maybe just a l1and£ul of Chinese ~ That's
abollt all.. AJ1d, of course, the rest is Portuguese and, maybe, a few
Puerto Ricans and tlla t' sit. .

NC; By 1935 and· after, there were few Puerto Ricans.

LT; TIlere were few Puerto Rican people. YOll see, that plantation coTInnunity,
one section was like mostly Japanese people. live in" One section w'as the
Filipino section, and one was Portuguese town~ So it was more or less
segregated. 'They didn 'tnlean to segr.egate i t ~ but they wanted to live
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among tllemself, I glless. I don't think the plantation segr.egated· the
thing or anything.

NC: You think the people chose?

LT: I, think they' rather s·tay', close to their own nationality.

NC: Their own language.

L~T.·, Yeah. I d t d th t. ca.n ~W1 ers 3;n a, sure'~

l'~c: 'Vas tllere more correspondence with the old cOlUltry amo.ng one group .more
t11an any other group.

LT: Ye~. I think the Filipino people used to correspond TIIOre with their
,Filipino people.

NC; I-1ow about ,the malley, order business? Who took out the most :money' orders
..c 1· .,?ror senalng money nome~

LT: We,ll, they didll 't send too 'IlR1ch :money home. I think, most of them are
the Filipinos and the Japanese. I say Filipino more, ,maybe, because
most of these;Filipino people that were working in the plantation, they
were ,married people. They left t11eir faniily' ill the Philippines. 'So, I
thin'k they were sending 'molley to their families. Japanese people, of;
course, th.e)T ,have their wife and every family here, somayb'e, that was
to their relatives on, certain occasions. New Year or certain like that ..
,Just a few dollars they send there.

NC: 'When, it came to the handwriting, did you have occasi.on to notice
different styles of handwriting when they wrote in English?

LT: Well, maybe, they have SDlTleone to address it for them. This was all
mostly in longhand.

NC; Was there any 'fancy..... you know, some longhand is fancy.

LT: No, no. Just the plain~

Nt:: I--Iow about the parcel post service? Did people make much use of that?

LT: lVell, at the very beginning when I started work, during ChToistmas or
New Year. That's about all, I guess.. l'hey send their little things
back to tl1e family, homeland or sOlnething.· .

NC: So, was there a. noticeable increase in mail during Christmas?

LT: Oh, yes.

NC: J1ISt like it still is? 'Wllen d.id people start sending Cl1ristmas cards
OlIt? As long ~s you were there, were they doing tllat?
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LT: Yes,Christmas cards~

NC; 1935, it was already a custom here?

LT: Y~ah. Maybe, this information is off track, but at the beginning, just
before t11e War, the people who used to tome to ,tIle post office was the
mothers or the I husbands ., There hardly any; teenagers or any kids that
used to come a,round. Since the lVar, tIle' things have change. Whether
to. call that seIf a teenagers. l,'hq. t fad or w'hat , I don't know. I
wouldn't say' i,t', s a fac1, bllt that's what they call themselves. Thel)
they used to come to that ,post office. Until then, it was hardly'you
see these YOUl1g people come to the post office... T11e parents was doing
all the business. Send money. You know, sen.ding money to a certain
company or insurance directly, or .sending things to Japan. Well, their
parents used to do all tJ1QSe thing. No,~, you see 110tlling but teenagers
arollnd which is a 'heal thy s.ign ~ 'r guess, for the yOlmg to get involved
in the family.

l'JC: Are tl1ey writing letters?

LT: The teenagers? . A.II of them, they do lot of correspondence ..

NC:, So, they are corrnnunicating more? Then, how about the interest in~ like,
stamp collections? Did you have any stamp collectors that used to come
to the post, office?

LT: We ha.d few starnp collectors., I would. sa.y that they were kind of big
collectors, becallse they llsed to buy' by the sheets. Not by one or 'two,
two of one block, but the'y used to buy by' the s.heets., We had a few
people there was collecting there. '

NC; Why WOllld, they buy' by the sheet'?

LT: BeCatlse it was a matter of business, I guess. Maybe, someday they want
to sell the w]10le thing and they sell it all by the sheets. '

NC: lVould· have more value?

LT: Yeah, I guess.

NC: Now, when it came to salary for tIle post o£ficeworkers, what was a
typical sala.ry· in those da)rs? 19_)5?

LT: I started \vit11 $83.33. I still renlelnber that salary. (Laughs) I had
it for a. long, long time, simply because '29 was a Depression years, and
after that, so many y"ears Depression )ret and the couTltry ,~as still in a
prett)l bad shape ~ So, tJ1ey cOllldn' t give any" raise or anything like
that~ So, we just kept on going with $83.33. That was considered good
salary those days,' .

NC: Did you keep a budget?

LT: rvIy personal budget? No, no. I' never didt! In fact, I spent all the money,
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every mOllth.

(Laughter)

NC: Were you married· by. then?

LT: No? I was ·still single.,· I got married in 1941 ..

NC; Did Waialua. have· a bank in those days-?

LT; Oh yes·.

NC: That you C011ld start a bank account if you wanted to?

LT: If )TOU. wanted. Still, t11ere is t·he two bank~ Bank of Hawaii. And-­
at the beginning days, way back, they 4sed to call it th.e Bishop Bank~

First National Bank'. rfhat was the Bishop Bank.,. They changed the name
in.to Fi rs t HalAJai ian Bank~: .

NC; l~len you were in school, did anybody came and encourage the school kids
to sta.rt a bank a:ccount?

LT: No, none that I remember.

NC: Did your money go·veryfar?

LT: No.' Wellt mostly to beer joints~

NC : What were the beer joints'? Were they· aroW1d Waialua?

LT: Yeah, they llsed to liave. They had 011e in Waialua camp, and then couple
in I-Ialeiwa town. But " now, you· d.on' t see them. 'As gone already ~ . The
restaurants, Sea View Inn, like that, they used to serve Deer, liquor.
Still tIley do, now. '

NC; Did they call 'em beer j Oillts or beer garden or what?

LT : Oh, they call themself restallrants ClJld. cafe or sometJling like that,
heca,llse they serve f~ood. all top of tllat.

NC: But most of tJle busiIless was beer?

LT: YeaIl, yeah. You ca11 get ev~rything from S~ln1.1n to what else, but being
the cOllntry, well, they didn't have jllst asc'parate beer joints It So, the
restallra,nts used to serve beer and thin.gs like that.

NC: \Vas that a place to sociali ze, meet friends?

LT; In a way .. Yet~ I wouldn'·'t say real that'·s a place to socialize. But
wheIl you go tl1ere, you see somebody that you know: is drinking, so, you
get together. ..
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NC: But since they were also cafes or restauran.ts, did families go?

LT: TIle fa.~tlly, no. Hardly any family went to those place It Wasn't a rough
place or anything, but~ beipg the' country', you hardly see them go out
and eat at the ·restaurant .. They all ate' at' hoine~ That"'s a trend that
the fartlle·Y you are away from H01101ulu, they don ~'t go out to eat those
place~ Wahiawa town, it's more city like, so yOl1 'see fa.milies go out
to t11e restallrants. I-Ionolulu, mayl)e, the fmnilies go out every month
to }1ave <-1imer olltside. But i11 cOlmtry, no. Ttt's all different.

NC: By wha.t time would tl1ei"r places open and close?

LT; They used to opell from about noon hours till about 12 o'clock in t11e
night, I guess, where they serve beer.

NC: If families did.n~t go, did ladies go?

'LT; No. Strictly themen~

NC: Were tl1ere any otl-ler places in town where, maybe., just the men went?
W~S t11ere a pool hall?

LT;Fe\v pool halls, yea,h. Well, that wasn't too much o£a recreation for
either sex ..

NC: So the girls stayed }1ome but the boys had a few ehoi.ces?

LT: Yeah.. Go alIt and :£001 arolll1d and get drunk or something like that.

NC : How did you 'meet Mrs r Takaha.shi?

LT; S11e 'was going to one dressmaker shop., Then T see the dressmaker shop .
. Well, my post office was in Waialua and I llsed to live in Haleiwa, so
on Jny 1vay back, people that, 'are I1ear my ]lome, 1 used to bring their
Jnai1 back for thenl. So I llsed to go down t}lere, and. see her, too. Well,
she was si tting dOWT1. The next tinle I see 11er, s11e was working at Sea
View .Inn. So, we was better acquainted. And that started ..... (Lallghs)

NC; So, )7011 didn't have to go through any fonnal ,Japa118sc st)Tle of Ineeting
the girl?

LT : I kno\.v 'v11a t you mean" .Matel-unaking kind." No, ]10.

NC: But, still, did you have to talk to her parents?

LT : l'hat was a ellS tom. Yeall, that's the cus tOlns, even though you two say,
"Let's get married.," ''Okay.'' But being respect to the parents, still you
have to do those things.

NC; I-Jow did you prepare to talk to the parents?

LT: \'\1e11, you llsually have a go-between. I have somebody who will stand IIp

and. go over there and talk .for me.. And says, "He wants to get married
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to your daug11ter," and this and that .. You know, t110se simple rituals
they have 'for arrang~ngmarr~age..

NC: So, you did have to dQ that?

IJT; Well, you don'\t ,have to, do it, but that was the' proper ....

NC: Oh ~ yeah! ,I understand. . Out of respect _"Was this a person that you
knew aTld that he'f family knew?

LT; In most cases, it~ll wO,rk out that way that person would lmow two' sides;
more or less'!

NC: Even though, yOll and 'f\1rs. Tp.kahashi are TI10re modern, did her parents--­
was tllere anything else they expected yOll to d,o besides have the go­
between go and s'peak for you,? Was there any other part to this
tradition? '

LT; ~~o, no. It w~s just th<3;t~ ¥Jell, the wife side"h,ave somebody to stand
up for t11em, too. Maybe tIle go- between more or less settles everytl1ing ..
TIle ,party', and whether the expenses shollid be, prorated or what. All t11Qse
things ~ 'The little deta,iIs of marriage~ well,' they handle it for you ..,

NC: Then what kind of a weddi,ng did you have?

LT: A Buddhist wedding ..

NC: Was' it reqllired in those days to, get a licel1se in order to get married7

LT: No, I don't think I have a license. No~

NC : You know., the civil part t11at we have to do now, yOll lmow, to get" ~ ..

LT; You have to get a blood test or something like that. No, we didn't
have to go th,rough that. Went to the temple. And then the Bud'dhist
priest made the ceremony. 1'h,en wesigll a piece of paper. And there
you go; you were married ~ 'Maybe he 'forwards that' to the II •• II I don', t lmow
what. '

NC;, Maybe he had to register it.

LT: Yeah, he regis tered and seTld it out to the Board of I-leal th or someplace.
He took'care of all those things.

NC; Then, 'vas tl1ere a reception?

LT: Yea}l.

NC; lfuo \vas invi ted to 'the reception? '

LT; Well, my wife's side, tlleir famil'y will invite their friellds. May11e she
will invite her friends~ TIle same thing like my side. But my parents
wasn't there, so I just more or less .. ~.my parents' friends. Maybe,
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the old people, and my friends.

NC: Were there traditions to be observed' at the weddipg recepti.on, too?

LT: Yes'! Well, I' was 'mar'Tied lUlder the old custom there, so there was.
speec11...tmaking and all that thing. And, ""ell? singi.ng and drinking.·.

Ne; \fua.t kind of food.s were served?

LT; Well, jn my day,. tlle wedding reception was more of a.modern thing.
Like now, well, you have th.ere wedding receptio11, the'Y don t t, do i t locally,
but they want to.go to Sh.eraton Waikiki or sometlling like that..Mine,
had one restaurant in Waip:lua, Haleiwa there. But.before those days,
all th.is wedding things like that was done at home.. They used. to pitch
up a 11ig tent and tIle whole connnun.ity' people would gather there and. help
them c'ook th.e food a.nd serve~, Bllt, at my' time already, that, we used
to go to a restaurant~ .

NC: .A.lthough yours \AlaS modern, did anybody. turn Lf) in tradition Japanese
clothes?

LT: No, only my' wife~ Slle'had to change 'kimono a couple of times.

,.NC; Oh, for the Buddhist part of the ceremony .

. LT: No, at the wedding reception. They do that~

NC; Oh, eXClIse me. I shouldn.'t h.ave assumed .... so, she had to change?

NC; I mean, like, does Mrs a. Takahashi still have it?

LT: I d.ol1' t knO\V \vhetller slle have it ~ She have some kimono here, but most
of her 'kimono ,vas .. ~ ~ s.he had it all in a trunk arid one big rainy day', that
place was flooded, All the water went into that .kimono, and she lost
practically all of her ~imonos there~

NC; That's terrible.

LT: It was flooded and the wCl,ter.seeped into this tTlIDk.

NC: When yOll were Jlk1.rried, did you move into a house or apartment?
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NC: Did you live in Waialua?

LT: Haleiwa.

NC: Was it easy to rent .oouses in Haleiwa?

LT: Well; there wasIllt tooma11y houses to rent, but somehow, we knew.the
people there! It was· $25 a .montIl rent"

NC; That was a big chunk of your salary. Was it a big house for the $25 a
month?

LT: It was a two-;bedroollJ. house, a cottage. Had two bedroom, p~rlor, and a
kit~hen, an.d an outside car port.

NC: Do yOtl have any cllildren?

LT: No children.

NC: Did you start luakj:ng a b~dget after you ,got married?

LT : No budget It

NC: After tllat $83.,33 a. month~ when did you get a raise?

LT; Let's see •. Just be·fore th~ War, I think_

NC: And when did the post offi'ce grow to have more workers than two?

IJT.; Well, jllSt before the War, i.t s·tart to get a little big. Because the
COllIDIUJlity was growing and' the Mokuleia section there, people used to
build houses, and people used to come in. 'More population. Of course',
whe.n you 11ad more poplllation. ~ ..more corrnnunications they do •

.Ne; Did. it grow again dllring the \Var?

LT: Yes, it did. l~roin tllen all, practically every yeal" , the gross receipt was
climbill.g., climbing, climbing ..

NC : During t}le War, ·did a lot of new people come into the community?

LT: From tIle 'wartime, yeah ..

.Ne: What did they come to do?

LT: Most of them was outside of the plantatioll! The Mokuleia section~ So
I 'p~esum~ tIley were working for the government. lJ. S. E. D.. or sOlnetl11.Ilg.

NC: Did any part of the business of the post office increa,se significantly?
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LT;, Yes. We sold war bonds. (J-Bughs) A11d that is mostly to---you be
surprised at the 'soldiers used to buy those wal~ bonds ~ Of course ~ they
had plenty corrnnun.i ty people ,all involved in buyil1g, too, ~ut lo,t of
soldiers bOllght. th.e' war bonds ~ Beca'u.<;e? you see, certain b,attali,on or
grOl1p \vas stationed here~. 'the whole distr,i,ct of Waia):u.~~ And in tIle
mOUlltains t On payday',) who ~ s in charge of those financial stuff for the
con~any used to come'dawn and just put it down that they' want.so many
war bond.s. IJsecl tDwmk down' Kahuku arId down Mokuleia. Ihey used to buy
qllite a bit of war bond.s, too. So, we sold qui te a hi t of war bonds ~

And locally, people used to buy, too.. Every' 'month.

I'-JC: I wonder how come these soldiers decided to save their money?

LT ; Well, maybe, they didn ',t .have anyplace to spend it, 1lYing in a small
cou.ntry town th.ere ..

NC; So, the town didn ~·,t op.en 'up any more b'eer pla.ces or res taurants during
the War?

LT: No, no. W11at tIle restaurants was tl1ere, that's all $tay~d the same.
111at f-Ialeiwa town, mayb:e, now it"s growing little bi.t, but it was a
steady tOWI1. It never did grow.. It never did .get small ~ It just went
aloJ1g in the same :pace.

NC: Since you "re not one to budget ~ how ·did you keep tra.ck of your money?

LT: Well, ,,\That we have to pay, we paid .. l\fhat "\Fe have to buy, we l)uy it.
If lve feel as though we YUlU1in.g short 0'£ .money, well, then take it
easy ~ (Laughs} ,

NC: Were yOll allowed to shop at the 'plantation store?

LT: Yes. It was open to the. public.

NC: Now tlley gave credit to the plantation workers. Did they give credit to
the outsider~ too?

LT: 'teall, J. think t11e)T do. Or Inaybe just to the plantation people, I don't
knO\A! .. But, I haven.' t .. ,. \ve paid cash for it.

NC: What kinds of thi11gS did, you blIy there?

LT; I hardly patronize the pla'ntation store there.. It was right across from
the post office, l)llt we Llsua:lly s110pped at 11aleiwa, so ~

NC: Did you live in Haleiwa long?

LT; Yes.

NC: How many years residence?

LT: From grad~ school ~ight thro~gh till the end of the War. Then I move
up l1ere.
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NC : TIlen )TOU moved to Wah.i0-wa?

LT; Mllm.

NC: While you were workin,g at the post of~ice? you were livi,ng here?

liT: No, I "vent back to Waialua.

NC: When did you move' to W~Jliawa?

LT: I .was appoi11ted 1966. I moved back I think it was 1971. Somewhere
,,"V''''-, '1y\~ + l-,.,.... _
a..t VUIIU L.IltJ. c.

N~; Obviously, you prefer livi~g in Wahiawa~

LT; Mhm.

NC; What's the difference that you choose to' live in Wahiawa? The difference
between· the areas?

LT: Well,ffiostly, it"s the climate.. It"s cool down here. Haleiwa and
Waialua is more of a hot place. Waialua i~ a very' nice town to live
bec311se, being a 'country town, you know eve·rybody'. YOlI see everybod,y
on the street.. qHi .. " "Hi." You know what T :mean. (J;aughs) The good
Qld socializing there~You practica.lly know everyone that he walk down
the street tllcre.. Of course, 'my ca,se was a little different, 'cause I
was worki11g in the post office. So, ·more or less, I know practically
everybody. As you come OlIt to more citified, place, well, they keep
TIIOre to themselves than cou.ntry· people.

NC: When we were talking the 'first time, you said that you like to play golf.
Where do yOll play around here?

LT: I mostly go. to KHllllku Golf Course, and maybe once a 'month I go to the·
different courses here.

NC: Is there a really a good course in this area?

LT: Yes, there's onc right ill f\tilila'ni Towne> ~1ililani Golf COlIYSe .. 1'hey have
the cou11try club. The KUIlia" It's all n.ear distance! Then you have
the Pearlridge Golf Course or whatever it is.

NC; Do YOll see Inany of tIle Waialua people out on the golf course? Or the
llaleilvapeople?

LT; Yes'. Haleiwa, Waialua, they all golf~ The young ones.

NC: Do you thil~k that tIle post office should be des,ignated a first class
p.ost office?

LT: You mean, ~vaialua7 Well, it will be, if they have enotlgh receipts.. We
.make so ml~c}l a. year ~ receipt so much a year in certain cat,egory. So
much in a110ther category. It's a more or less a second. class (post
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office), but it's in the top second class there. TIle next stop would
be the lower first class.

NC: lVe're talkin.g a,bout recreation now. When you.were a child, were there
any organiz'ed activities?

LT: No.. You see, the great, difference between our days and today is., tocla'y,
)'OU see a.ll th.e parents art involved i.nmaking theseLittle Leagues and
they're doing, Little Soccer Leaguea.nd 'football league.. The pa.rents
are il1volved alld. tryi.ng to make t.his lea.gue, so let the kids pla.y.

In Ollr days, we didn'·t have those parents j
·.. participation. You arc on

your Ohm. We kids used to make our own fun. Go to swirmning tog'ether,
play baseba.l1, football. Play ·marbles.. Mango season, then 'we a~l get
togeth.er, go up th.e valley·, pick upmal1gos and things' like that.. So we
used to make' O'ur own fun.. Mayb'e the pareJlts was. so used to we taking care
of ollrselves--~\",ell, they' were bllSy·. They was working 11ard, those days ..

So, \\Te go to, sa)', some surrnner morning, I wen go'~ "I-fey!" We tell 'em like
th~lt.. "Tomorro'\T let's gos\"irrnning." "Okay ..'i' rrhel1 we go to the river.
Swim whole morning in tI1e river. l'he river water is warm over there than
the ocean wa·ter, so we swim in the river. A,fternoon, then we go to the
ocean, swim ill the ocean. When we come back, we CaIne back a'bout, say,
it's ki:nd o£ ·dark. Ihe parents wasn't concerned a bit. When you came
bacl<, tIley never ask you where you \vere or w}1at yOll were doing.. And, you
know, ""ell, maybe, tJ1ey took it.for granted. t}1at we all good kids ..
(Laughs) More or less, they knew that we co.uld take care of our own
becallse we go in. a bunch.. '

NC: So, your parents \"ere conlfortable ab'ollt where 'you were and so on~ But
did tIley ·ever say, "Be careful of this," or "Be careflll of that"?

L'T: No . ll1a.t.I haven't heard.. Well, even thOllgh we come ba~k late in the
even illg, 1 haven't heard any other boys got 1icking or scolding or
clnything like t11at. So, 'maybe the parents, th.ey all had the same idea,
I guess. '

\Vas kids, we just 'llKl(lc our fU11 for the day according to the season, I
glles5 ~ Was basehall season, \vC IJlay basehall all day.. Pootball season,
we played foothall. \Ve did SOlllC lot of hiki ng.. Maybe SOlne days, well,
the l)lantatioll train was 11al.llil1g cane tllrollgh tIle town ......

END OF INTEl{VIEW
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Tape No. 1-61-2-76

ORAL HISTORY INfERVlEW,

with

August 3, 1976

\~ah; a\'Ja, HavJa i i

BY'; Norma Carr (NC)

NC: Tl1is is t11e second interview with My.. Takahashi at his home in Wahialv3...
Today is the 3rd ,:.. f August, 197G. I-'f01~ are you feeling, Mr.' Takahas11i?'

LT: Well, fine ..

NC: 1nat's good.. You know, last time we, talked, you told me that your dad
had gone b'ack. to Japan.. Can you tell me abou.t that, please?

LT: Yeah. \\1e1l, I glless their inten,tion was to come Hawaii just to make
money so that they could, go back a,nd. have a Iittle better life ~ BeCcluse
he was old, so he wants to go back and at least die in his own country.
Ma'ybe that was tIle uppermost reason. WIlY he went 11acl<. Just to die in his

, own homeland ..

NC : lVas he nluch older than your mother?

LT: Yes, they were about twenty years difference~

NC: Had tllcir marriage been arra.nged in tJapan? Was that the traditional
th,ing?

Lrr: No. r clOllht it hecallse, yOll see, she \vas frOTIl another prefectllre from
TI1Y father. ~ly father was lliroshilna aJ1d she was from Yamaguchi, so I
don't think thei.r marriage \,AJasarranged in LJarJan. T think, maybe, she
was a picture bride sometlling like that, .I gllCSS. (Chllckles) rrhcy got
toget.her when they were in r'Iawaii. So, not the old. f<lshioned marriage ..

NC: Your father was different from otl1er Japanese people; he didn't stay on
a plantation.

LT: Yes. [don't kno\v hO\\7 ma11Y years he \\fork at the plantation, but then
he left the plantation and bllild his O\vn bllsiIless. But it's not a big
bu,sines5, bllt the small little.. He was a mal1 that didn't want to work
under nobody.

NC: Do you think tI1is contributed to his success in being able to go back
and stay?



LT: Well, in a 1t\lay, I guess.. What I heard. about his life is that when. he
was. ill t-Japan, he used to have some kind 0'£ a business. In those old
days ~ the)r say l1e had a ship or something and trallsported goods from .
port to port or something like that~ More of' a business minded person,
I~ll say. .
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NC: Did you hea.r o£ other plantatio.n workers or people .who went into
business£or themselves? Other Japanese going back. to Japan?

LT; Some 0.£ them weI1t back, pull 'up sta.kes and then they went back, I guess ..

NC; Yeah, because when they' cwue, all of them intended to make money and go
b~ck.

LT: I think that wa.s the real ·re·asonfor them to come to I-Iawaii. \-TllSt to
make mon.ey and go back.., So, lot of. them they stayed at the plantation"
As you ll0tice,- those who left the plantatiol1', i:n H0110ll1lu, they have, lot
of big bu.sinessmen~ TIley a.II came lln.d.er contra.ct, too., Most of them
came, llnd.er COlltract tot11e 'plantation, alld then they left tIle plantation.
Then, started. tlleir own blls'lness, 1 glless, ill tOWll.-' ...

NC : I WOll(ler how many of the. ones who came and waIlted to go back ever really
went back?

LT: Cnee, I can l t say, that. But i t seems 110t too Tnany went back, because
TI10st of them sta.yed. at the plantation, alld so you see the children
growing up and going to scll0bl. Of course, the pa.rents st'ayed there.

NC : So yOll tl1i.Ilk they st ayTed, because.,., ...

IJT; ,For the ch.ildren ..

NC: 'More opportunity?

LT: More 0PI)Ortllni ties, I guess, SillCC they caIne ,for three years contract
with' the ].11a.ntatioll.. Some of tJlcnl, they startcd. to have children, and
this alld that. T guess, t}lat kept them' in I--Iawaii ..

NC: J wOllder flOW much .i t cost to go ·back l)y sllip, whicll was the only was in
those da·ys.

(Lallghter)

LT: Chee, that, 1 wOUldJl't kno"".

NC: Because w]lell they first came, they didn.' t make much money. How could
they Sa\TC?

LT; Well, ill those days, with tllat money they made, they COllld.n' t be
extravagant. l'hat' s for Sllre. We] 1, most of them owned garden, or
raise few chickens II .A1ld the frui t trees in the b'ack. papayas and

. ban.anas and things lil<e that.. They saved quite a bit on what they ate.
Food bill.
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NC: So, how come the people gathered there?

LT: I worked. there for ,36 years 7 ~o, 1 1,vould s'ay about thirty years ago or
36 years ,ago, post office was' a I)lace w]lere l1eople canle and. met
each other. 'fhey talked~ and had a great time.. In. otlier ·words, it's
sornetlling like those little stores way up in the Ma.inland, in a country
district where all the .peoplegather and ta,lk things ~ver and have a
grea.t time. Was something like' that.. They come for their mail. ~ ~ . and ,
then, another person would corne for their mail~ They start talking ..
Anel arl0ther WOll1dcome" And. before you know it, whole group is there
having a nice jam session. rralking away. l' tl1ink it 'was really nice to
see them get together like that ..

NC: Were any of tIle people outstanding ill any way? I 'mean, .did you have,
like', somebody who was a clown?

LT: Oh, yes~ We used to have those people there. Even among the old people,
you find some leader who can out-talk the other, so he "5' the head, I
guess ..

lllc interesting !Jart is that lve had a bllnch of Portugllese old people.
tvlcn, of course. rrheyr used, to gather every morning thcre/ at the post
office at certain time. One corne for the InaiI, and he'hangs arou'n.d there,
wai t for another one to COlnc. TIlell, the other guy comes and, he pretend
that he go look for his mail ll loen l1e sta.rt to stick arollnd., Then,
before you know ,you J1c~V(~ a'bout eight or ten of them sitting on tJle
porch tllere on the steps. I-Iere the'Y start talking away. You know how
those people~~~~they really enjoy talkjng. So, then, they start to crack
jokes. Amazi11g ll0W :mCl;n.y jokes they kl10W. So, we llsed to join them in
just to listen~ Anci when t}1e whole bunch of us go and listen to them,
the'Y jllst try to outdo' each other~, Practically everymoming this
ses~ion was going on~ .

(Laughter)

LT: We hacl another 'yollngergroup that used to come in the morning there- - it
was just somethiIlg like a quarterback club- -and rehasl1 the ball game t11ey
11ad or the ,football game they had, and all kinds of sto·ries, It was a



great meeting place for 'i.hose people .

.NC: Does it still function that way, . too?

LT; N9t now~ It's more' busi11ess-like, ' now.. TIia.t post. office, it's torn
down now.. It was all old, wooden building, and.t'hey had a porch outside
the. p ... it's Il0t s.omething like now tha'tyou go into the' build.ing. Iney
had, this porcllarollnd the post office.. 1'here the people gathered and
ta,lk. It's a post.office, hllt i.t was a public gatheriIlg place .. Well,
now they changed it" Like all post office, tIley have to do the business
inside of the building.

NC: Are most of the post offices blli1t th.e same wa,y?·

LT: You meall the present one? ,.Yeah, I think it"s more busilless;..like .. But
this wooden. building was a plantation clubhollse, I l.lnderstand. Later
they Pilt a surveyor's office in tllere.. The post office and surveyor's
office. And thc)Thad, a 51nal1 barbershop in the building. It wasn't
anything like the 'post office like \"Je ha.ve novJ ... It was a real. It •• jllst
a b'ig old btlild,in.g there"

NC: Did the Federal. government own it, 'or lease·' it?

IJT : No,.i t . was leased fro.m the plantation.

NC: I wonder what t}1e yea:rly' ren,tal was.

LT: I used to go to the"plantation arldpay' that monthI)' rClltal out. It 1vas
somewhere a,roul1d-~·-let'nle see" Between, $15 and $25 a month. And free
water, free lights, al1d they took care of the repairing. It was some­
thing. I would say it was a free thi'ng"

NC: So you say' you tllink. our government had a good deal there, huh?

LT: Oh, boy. YOlI can't find a deal like that anywhere. Yeah, they used to
take care. Of course, being in the plantation connnunity--we rented from
them- -they took care of the blli.1ding for us. Once in a wh.ile, they had
it paintcd, and all t110se tl1ings.

NC: Were there particlllar colors they had to paint it? Was that a federal
lllle?

1~1': No.. SometJ1ing the)' t}yink they want to paillt it, })aintit ..

NC: Oh. Wh.ichcvcr color they had. that ... ltthat \v3.S it. I)icl anybody plant
flo\vers aroulld that post office, or were there any kind o£ lands.capfng
arou.nd j t?

LT: Noland,scapl-ng~ Only tIling, there was a big, big tree in front of the
post office. The tree is st-ill there. We used to call it the elephant

.ear tree. You know, they have a seed just like l)ig elephant ear. So
we' used to. call in an elepha,nt ear. They had a s'cientific name. I just
couldn't remember ,th~t~
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ffhe fUlmy part of this tree is ...... a Chines e man, w,ell, he's gone now ..
He died, but \vllen 11e was· a young man, he used to work. at this clubhouse.
Maybe, they s.erve ,meals or something like that to the lufias or
s~perintendents" or to -' tIle. b'achelors . So' he pIa,nted t'lliS"tree an.d
throllgl1 his kitchen wip9.ows, he used to water that .. He just get a pan
of water and he just threw it alIt of the' kitchen with ..... (Lallghs) At
that tiTne I heard that, tJlclt tree \\1as ahout seventy' years old. So, it
would be about close to hUl1dred years old now~ I'11 bet ~.' Still, there
is a big, big tree. Beautiful tree... The branches just spreads all
around. It's rigllt next' to. the library'. Next to the lib'rary, there is
a bi.g, big tree that just like .~ha-i.. tree, ..

NC: ,Just one seed, huh, will do it"

LT: Yeah, one seed.

(Laughter)

. LT: You see, i1e was a young man and he used to help \vith tIle clubhouse. He
llsed to just' t}lYO\V tIle water outside from the kitchen window and water
the thi.ng.

NC: \Vhen you first started to work there, did people still· go around on
horseback?

Lrr: No more horseha.ck ~ Most of the' people had their own Ford- car.

NC: I wonder how much those sold. for ~ over here?

IJT: Less ·tllaTI· a th.ous·and dollars ~ I guess.

NC: em the Maj.nl and, th'cre was the eight hund.red dollar car... .Maybe we could
go to some of the otllcrfactors of that per.iod. Mr. 1-'akilhashi, as
paternalism WelS done a\vay \vi tIl and the l1cople started. getting more
salar'y instead of privileges or perqllisites,. how did they learn. to handle
more ca.sh, or .. ~ ...\v~lS any of that apparent to you in your work at the post
office? .

L1': Well, yeah. ffhey used t!lC post office to pay their hills, send money to
the savin.gs hank or t11ings like that. After the \Vcrr, natt.lral1'y peOI)le
earn lTIOre mOllCY, they start to lIse that money to catch .uI) .all the things
they didn't have before. In. other '!\lords, their standard of 1iviJ1g came a
little higher th.all what they were used to.. When this lillian people
cami11g in and \\lith this War that came. As 1 say, it has been continlling
frOlTI the]l on right up to the present that people is earning more money.

NC: Then you could see how they were using it.

LT; Yes" rrhey were using mostly for home use. Like paying for appliances or
furn.i tures aJ1d thi.ngs like that. And savi.ng here and there, the saving
aCCOlInts ..
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NC; SO, they didn '. t go wild all of a sudden or .....

IJT: 'No, no .. Tllat's the pla;ntation cOllnnunity' there. Well, .Haleiwa is
outskirt oJ; Waialua, .but you could say Halei\va.busi·nesspeople was
depending on the.' plantation .pea.ple.. So it"s just .the· same Waialua
COJIDTIUllity.. One cammun.ity. Yeah . In Haleiwa ., that's where they had
stores... 1'he plantation was jllst plalltatiol1 sugarbusilless, so .. ~ ..... ]10,
J don't t11ink so \vith this money, peapl e start losing tlleir head ane1
spending recklessly simply because tJ1e,previous years was they used to
}lave pretty rough tilne in earning money. So' I th:ink. they used it wisely .

NC; .As improvements came a ttheplantation, tIle nei'ghboring area of Waialua
and Haleiwa~ did improvements come in there?' 'Did the plantation and the
whole area get ele.ctricity at the same time?

LT; Chee, that I wouldn't kno\v. Becallse the Haleiwa district, electricity
came in when, I "vas sti~l a yOtIng kid.. 'Maybe, the plantation, electricity

.- =. . -. -',. '.,' ~ h h 1 .,.. R· 1· T p~nwas supplIed to the plantatlo.n camps ~~Y ·t.~e p __ antatloI1. ~.y t ..lat, .~ m,-,~~

that I thillk the'y used to have the source of power from the sugar mill
that ge11era.ted- electricity .. 1940 and th.en th.ey cut i t over to the'
I-IawaiianElectric power.. '

NC: So at theb·eginning t]1e~y generated their own.

IJT: I think so.

NC: ])0 yOll remember when YOllr family got its first rad-.ia?

LT: No, that I don'·t.

NC: Do you remember '\Tllat programs you used. to Ijsten to when you d.idhave a
Tad.io?

LT~ Yeah. 1nJ~t'., was mostly Jack Benny, Amos and Andy-.

NC: Those were very po'pular prograJns. Was there any Hawaiian or Japanese
langllage 'progra,ms in those early days?

LT: I don't think thCl;t tl1ey had.

NC: Really?

L1'; 'Not those early days. That c,une way, l\Tay hack.

NC; lVerc rOll a\vare of \-\There the radio statioll or statiolls lvere located?

IJT: (Lau.ghs) No~ 1 don't~ .•

NC ~ Oh, eli d Amos and. Andy come ~ traight from the Mainland?

LT; It did.nft. T. tDin.k, it was here ..



NC; Did you have a record player7

LT: Those days, was,a phQ~ograp.p.~· Hand.crank~ Not electrically operated.

NC: ,And' was that s'omething -that you had?

LT: No, that was my parents. :My: parents had~

NC: Kids now days spend so mllc11ffioney OTl records'.

LT; Yeahe I didn't have any English recol~ds·. Was mostly Japanese records
that th.e pare11ts had. Mostly was folk songs. 'They' call it Naniwabushi
or something like that. It was,·a folk so.n,g type.

NC; Were those bought locally?

LT; l'hey was l)ought from heret!

I"JC: They were bOl1ght locally?, Were t]10se carried in the stores in Haleiwa?

LT : No, no _ Not around here,_,

NC : Had to go to ~ . " ~

lIT; Town and get it.,

NC; WIlen. COllditions \~eJlt 011 cha.nging at the plantation, like, when the'y got
the e.:ight- hour day', did your hours coincide with the working hours of
the plantation? '

LT; Yes.. Post office is always-'~-we try to coincide with the connnunity
working hours_ At t]le b'eginn,ing, it was pau hana at 3:30~ or something
so we worked. till a'bout So' clock.~ We startecIDite 'at 8 0 'clock.. 8 to
5 or something like that~ So, trying to serve the public as much as
possible. '

NC: You lived i11 the cOmrmlnity. Did you participate, or watch any of their
athletic activities? And so on.

LT; Once in a while I llsed to see their lJasebal1 games a11d football games,
but the football g<-uue was the barefoot league It

(Laugllter)

LT: 1'1l0se boys used to get together, make a team" and p~ay \vith 'other
comnlltni t)T team.

NC; Did the people in the cOmrmlnity go Ollt to tJlese things a lot, aT ..... "

LT: Oh yes. Especially baseball~

NC: TIley lvould 'have l~rge crowds?

544



545

LT: Yeah. Becaus·e practically all the pla11tation used to have a baseball
team. Of course, on that side, AJA, the Japal1ese boys on the plantation
used to have basebail team. Waipahu have. Kahuku. And Waialua. They
used to have series every year, and they used to draw quite a bit of
crowd.

NC: Did the p.ost office ever have .any trouble, burglars, any thievery or
anything like tl1at?

LT: While I was there, no. We did.n't have any t11ievery. The early years
wIlen we had a rural route delivery, then we had ·a Iittle pranks done
by kids, during the ulristmas season or New Year season. Kids, they
put a big batch of firecrackers in the mailbox and blow it up.

(Laughter)

LT : We had a few cases of that.

NC: With mail inside?

LT: No mail. They take all the powder from the firecrackers and they put
it in a pipe or somet11ing. Then they just make it into something like
dynamite, and they just put it in, and blow it up. We had a few of
that. A1ld. a few mail missing. rThose was the little kids. You know, they
were gOillg for mailbox. Mailbox open and see' what's in tllere .. They
j list took it out and throw it out aroillld th.e premises there. They
didn't mea.ll any 11ann. They just didn't know anything better, I guess.

NC: It was just that mild kind of thing?

LT: Just mild kind of thing. Notlling serious.

NC: Is there any~hing serious now?

LT: No, I don '. t tllil1k so. Nobody break in. Only thing, last time I
read ill tIle paper that someb'ody ·tried to burn the mail in the Wahiawa
Post Office rna.il drop.

NC: W,O\A]!' ~lnl"T l"ThAn f-hA lAT!l-r c1-!l-r+orl l"rn-ro thPTP ::!TIJ'T new vJorkin5,y conditions.
~ • .t'l......, ... , .Y.I. ... \,;,..-.I.J. '-'JJ.V "~"'.L ....J '--~.L '--v~, t'vv.Lv ........

laid out for tl1e post office?

LT: No. I t11ink those "vas the easy-going days, so only condition was that
'Ale were fro.zen to our job. "Eh, the War came." So I said, "Oh, I'm
going to make some. money'." I tried to get up, but then you were
frozen,so you guys have to stay there till the end of the War.

NC: Did you receive any instructions that letters going to any certain place
were to be. taken out for censorship?

LT: No, no.

NC: No mail was censored?
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LT; Well, 110t at Ollr post office·. Maybe they did it at. the Honolulu Post
Office. Were som~ .of the censors there~ but not at a local· post
office.

NC: .Dld the post office in' Hawaii still accept mail to be delivered in Japall;

LT: You mean, dllrin.g the War? No, no.

NC; COllld· not write to Japan?

LT; All mail has been stopped, I guess, for the warring countries' ..

NC; Suppose that somebody had~'-'a perfectly loyal American-.-maybe had gra.nd­
parents over there that they" were worried about. Was there any wa)T to
communj cate? ' .

IJT: No· way of cOJ11]ID1nication until the 'War was ended.

NC: Sonle people had brothers and sisters and could not corrnnunicate?

LT; Well, I had my' parents, my ,mother there and my. si.ster, too~ Couldn't
corrununicate with them'.

NC: l The whole war, you couldn't conununicate? Y'ou could.n't even go thro:ugh
the Red. Cross or something?

LT; Well, no. r thil1k Red Cros'S is 'in case of an emerge.ncy, I glless, or
something like that~

NC: 'The cOJ1d.itions of 'martial law a.nd the wartime conditions, .did the p'eople
eyer talk 'about them that, YOll know .....

LT: Whether the 'ma.rtial law was strict or something like that? No, I think
they jllst took.it i.n their strid,e. 1'here was a wa.T going on, and people
unc1erstoodwhat the A'rmy or the governmer1t had to do.. 'So, we had
hlackouts .. Shadccl our 1A/indo\rv 8J1d all that. Shacled our .au.lt.ornobile
h.eadl:ights, and it was gas rations ancl all that. Bllt we made Ollt. It was
jllst a conditioll at that time. So, they just took it as i.t is.

NC; On tl1c Mainland, 'we used to have a practice like once a month" you ·know.
Draw the curtai.ns OT something.

(LalIghter)

NC; We're laughing, but I wonder how many children got frightened with those
conditions and all that?

LT; 1 don't th.irik so because. most of them 'had the window blacked out. Had
lights in the house~ So, if the light didn't leak out~ well, it was okay.

NC: Was there ~nyth.ill,g· that was, changed in tllepos t office becau.<; e of the
~Var? 1--10\" about Mainland ,m.ail? Was that delivery affected?
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LT: Themail sitllation \vaSll't that bad. They had· lot of V'nlails,l because
lot of t}lose pa.rents. had their sons in the serv~ceo and "they had V .mail-:
So, tIle mail ,vas gOillg t11rough . Business a.s uSllal lva.s dllring the War.
In fact, \ve were muc·h.busieor becau~ we had to'. issue war bonds ..

NC : By the way, where were you Decemb'er 7th?

LT: I couldn't forget that day', a.,nd nei ther cal1 my friends.. (Laughs) On
Decelnber the 6tJ1--we was married a week before-·-we had our marriage
reception. (Laughs) Everybody had lots to drink and this alld that.
Next morning they' woke up, they found out that the War was going on.

NC: And, so, they found out it wasn't just a hangover?

LT: No,. it wasn't a hangover.

(Laughter)

NC: . So, what did you do. on that day'? Did you~ "...

~:LT: Wl1en I woke up that Sunday'" war was going on. I didn't believe.. I says,
"Nal1 ~ ft So, I j lIDlp on my car and then I w~nt down to the Kawailoao
Airfield. 'lJsed to have' a airfield down Kawai loa , right alongside of t11e
ocean there. They call it a .airfield wl1ere the planes used to land and
take off. So, I sawall the soldiers over there having their practice.,
I said, "No, it couldn't be." So, I came back. "No, no, no~ There
isn't any war. All tl1e soldiers down there is having a nice practice this
morning. " But later on we fOW1d out~.

We had tllose days the kiawe corp. Once a week, we used to go out and ,
cleaT1 up certain areas along the beaches ~ Cllop the trees down and. this
and that to have it cleared.. So, if they are attac](ed, they could see the
enelny.. lVe just got together and disperse, I guess. I don't know (if
)TOU kno\·v) by \vhat .I. meant by kia\\Te corps, bllt that.'s a connnittee people
llsed to CaIne out and clear up-the-hruslles cl.l1d trees all c.ertaiJ1 area of
the place wllcre they think if the enemy landed, they COlIld 11ide or
somethiJ1g like that.. So we cleared out t}10se.

NC: These were teams, of who?

LT: fulybody in the community, young and old used to come out.

NC: "Who 11ad organi zed that effort, do you know?

LT: T11at I d.on't know ..

NC: And was it one ethni~group, Qr was it everybody7'

Lrr: No, no. Everybody .. ·
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NC: ,Ho'\T long had that been ,going all before December 7th?

LT: Chee .. p .. I wonder if that· came before December 7th? Ye~h, I think it
.wa~ o.rganized~, .., ~

NC: Not too long before? ,SomeBody' had an idea that' itmight'be attacked,
huh?

LT; An idea, yeah, aJld then .. ", .,ormaybe somebody has COrlCerJ1~, In case of
an.ything happen" .maybe have, itcleall up and this and that.. I don '·t
think it was 'a whole island',a,£fair or somethin,g.. Maybe it was just
locals. ", .. . .

NC; Could be. Because first time I've heard of it.
o

Did you have any fear
of any' kind of sabot.a~ge at, the post office, for example?

LT: No, not at all. It W3j S a community that's easy-goillg corrnntmity. Lot
of people knQwirlg one another, so no fear of tho.se thillgS. It was
blIsiness as ltsllal ~ Nonnal, easy-goil1g ..

NC: Did you notice all)' e·ffects on the cOIIDnuni ty b'ecause of 'more troops
coming into Schofield or de£ense workers cOI1).i.ng?

LT: Yeah ", TIle troops was all arollnd I-Jaleiwa and Waialua d.i.stricts up the
hills and arollnd t11c beaches there.. And the USED Corps. Only thing
I can. see, maybe the community g,ained something wi th them busi11esss -wise ..
The 'post office was busy, because the Olltfits used to come down to the
post office ,and' buy st~inps ,for certain groups. And then, war savings
bond.s. \.

NC: Was liquor restricted in any way during those days or beer? Thi.ngs like
that?

LT: Yes, yes .. After the W.ar started, I tJ1ink, it was restricted.. I know it
was restrictcd because we 11ad SOTne kil1d of card or something that was
iSSllCd in that. We used to go jllst once a week and you could just get
a quart of whiskey or somet11ing like that.

NC; l~as that lJccause they "'Jere htsirlg the raw material for something else, or
to keel) the soldiers frOlTI overindulging, .or ,vas there a. reason?

,Maybe there is Jl0t enougll liquor to go ~round., I
So restricted. See, it was just like the gas ration,

LT: No, I don't know~

Sllppose. (Lallghs)
I guess.

NC: Did the gas rationillg affect the postal delivery in allY way?

LT; No, at that. time, we didn't have deliveries, SO~ 1'he delivery came a
years la.ter back. Well, we had gas rati,on., But then, we didn',t travel
mucl1~ So, i~ was alrigl1t.,

NC: Was there any defense work that you could volunteer for?



LT: Defense '\lark? You mean, wi tl10ut pay? No.

NC,; Did that group on cleari,ng the~ ....

IJT: No. They dis-ban,ded' at the War.

NC: 'Cause you finis'hed cleari~g it up ~

LT: Yeah, we disba11decl", l1ecause th.e11 the troops are start taming in a11d
this and that, SO~

So, didn t t have the, same CanCeT'll? I t Was. off your 'mind?

,LT: All taken care, by the 'military ..

NC: Did you have allY nephew or nieces that went into the war effort?

LT; No" not during the War ..

NC: 'l'hey may have beel1 too yOl1I1g then, hu],.?

.JJrr: After th.e War, they:. went j:n the'service.

NC: Because the sisters who sta'yed were younger than you?

NC: So t11cir children were yOlmg during the t.ime?

LT; Yeah.

NC: Now, when the union organizers started coming out tb this area, was there
any excj tement abollt that you were aware of?

Lrr: No. fv1aybc, when th,ey first organize, the .union organizers used to come
sec the indi.vid.lJals or a group of them which we didn't see or anything.
Bitt then, after they orga11izcd the llnion" the meml)crs that belong to the
llnion ,vas really for it_ 'rhcy we rc v'cry acti ve ~ 1ney llsed to have
meet ings aneI things like that ~ Right'j n front t11e 110st office, there's a
park t11cre _ 'rhcy were a very active group at the ti.nle being at le,ast,
anyway_ .I don't kno"Y now how active they are, but at those beginning
days, they were active.

NC:Now, they have all the workers in the union. As a federal worker, COllld
you join a union?

LT: At those days, no. lVe haven',t a uriion. Now~ you have~

NC: Now tl1c federal workers h~ye a Ul1ion7

LT: Yeah, yeah. 'ivfost of'them'have the unions to join to.

NC: Is t}1at a union, or is more· of a professional organi zation,?
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LT: It', s a llnion.

NC: When did tha t come?

END OF SIDE ONE'

SIDE TWO

LT;Around 15 years 'ago or twenty years ago. Somewhere around t11ere.'
Was a gradual aff~ir. And now it's a full fledgeda£fair? yes.

I'JC: Did the workers here in Hawai,i ask for' a, Thlion?' Is that how' i.t came?

LT; No, tha t portion, I~ don~' t know',! We were just asked to join up the postal
union at one time.,

NC: .1 was wOl1d.ering i,{ there was a.ny in.fluence, at least in Hawaii that
certain workers were getti;ngorgal1ized into union. I wonder ·if that·
had an effect on other workers?

LT: I wouldn T t know. GIlly tIling I remember is that when I' \vas a clerk here,
they asked ·me to join this organization. l't·hin.k, at that time wasn't
MOM1 as a strong llnipn or anything. 'WIlen r becaine a postmaster and
then they were asking the cle·rks to join up with the unions. . So, I used
to tell tIle clerk·s, "Yeah~ Join, join.. It ,'may' be good for you, may be
bad for you. I t}link unions are good, so, make up' YOllrmind and joi'n
if you want to. But I lea.ve it all up to you folks." It's about before
ten years, I think the uni.on was coming in ~

NC; I-Iow about when there were strikes at the plalltation? Did that affect
your work at all?

L1~:No, no. The flmn,y part .of it, we thought the strike is on. On the
plantations, we }lad Cl couple of strikes, so, we thougllt our business

.going to be way lo\v.. No, i t kep.t wi th the nOl1TIal .pace ~ I think the
people have saveel IIp their money in the meantime. l'he'Y send .postal money
orders, pa:y for their things tlley bought and tllis and t}lat. And so, it
was tIle .same.

NC: 1Nhen they had very l011g strj kes- -like the sixmont}ls strike in 1946- -did
you firld yourself gettirlg personally involved in any of the activi ties or
in the situation? .

LT; No. Well, in that kintf of 5i tllatj OJl 1 ike that lve l13ve allY friends and
this and tha t, bllt we try 110t to talk too TIlueh abollt the strike, because
we don' t \~ant to be persollally illvolved \vi th Olle grollp or the otller. I 'm
110t in tl1cir lllliol1, so \"c being a goyerJillle11t \vorkers, \ve just not to get
ourself involved. So we used to talk less about the strike because we
figure that those people on strike, if they been having a hard time, one
word. yOll say which they don't like" you know what that can cause":

NC: Now, \J\lhen .the plantation started using 'herbicid.es by airplane in. 1954,
were you aware of thathav~ng any effect on the community?
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LT: No. Only thing T heard is that there was a banana plantation there~

They say it was ruin.ed by' that herbici,de spray'whi,ch I don ~\t kno~' if
that was correct., ,,'

NC: And 110w about .where you lived? You were s,til1, livi,ng in Halej.wa... Did
that affect you~,g~rden or anything?'

LT: No, n.o ..

NC: Now, lvhe11 f-Iarry Bridges was jailed eluring his perjury trial In 1950,
you k110W, was that somethi,ng that was cOI1Jl1Jented upon' in the communi ty?

LT: I don t t know' about the, plantation pe'ople or the' ·Unions.. Mclybe they go up
to the gLlyS, maybe ta.lk so.methi11g ab'out it, put-~-of cqurse, Haleiwa
is mostly a bUSIness communi ty and I don ~·,t think so they ,meddle into
somebody·t··s affair or Cl,nythi;ng, so.. .

NC: Along the same lines , ·'Mr.' Jack Hall and Sl'X others were arrested in
1951;0 The accusatiol1 \AlaS ·that they were COITDUlli-.,.ists. Did, you persollal1y
have any· reaction, to that?

LT : No. As I say', it didn ~"t .bother wi thmy' worl< or it didn't affect my job
or a11yt11ing ~ .Maybe, jus t wh.at I read in the paper.. They didn~· t say he's
a Communist and t11at 's all' I know.

NC: \Ve11, 1 think that was general in the conununity that there was ·very little
reaction to tllat,. But how about .....well, when'Senator Eastland was here?

,LT: I th ink I read about it ..

Nc: I-le' thought Hawaii was too "Japanesey" to b'e allowed to come in as a state ..
Were yOll aware o£:maybe a reaction in the connnunity about that?

IJT: No ,no, I doubt it.,

NC: Did. you have a personal reaction? Thinking ab'out it now, do you think the
man was perhaps mistaken or prejudiced?

liT: I ClOl1't kno\'J, l\t thc.lt time they say they waIlt to become a ~tate. On the
othe.r harld is territory. I mean, the state(hood) is a good thing to
]1aye, alt110Llgh \vC, as a terri tory d.oing, pretty good.. So, what ts the
difference. There is a big difference, now, but at that time., _. ~ .as a
territory, we were treated pretty good.

NC: But did it disturb you that Senator Eastland was really prejudiced against
the lJapa.nese?

LT: No, l1e didn't l)other me, what he said.,

NC; YOll know ~ Waialtla' did have' a protest strike on accqunt of; him? There was
a protest strike tnlg56.~·

LT : Gee, t11a t i wOllldn' t know.' I don't remember that ~ Almost a hundred
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percent shut dO\ffl to protest the Eastland heari.ngs.

LT: Oh., 11earings?' Gee., I don':t remember that,

NC: Have you been' aware·. of' any kind of ethnic prejudice either on purpose
or in ignorance? :practiced by the plantation .l~~n.agement? '\'

LT ; No, T"In not.' aware. of that.. Any' one etllnic group.·~. rio .

NC: In. tIle post office durillg tIle years you were there~ did you have people
of differellt ethnic, 'groups working there?

LT: At the begi~ing were two .. \Mter that, we had abollt four. We in.creased
little by little~ Mostly it was Japanese people who were placed in tIle
clerks, and. when I came in I hired one ,Filipino girl as a substitute
clerk. I don't know if she's still ·thereft. 'The post office, came a little
higher, so we Ilad'a little .fringe benefits'~ (Laughs) \Ve could hire one
j anitor, so I hired oneP'ilipino l)oy' as a, j ani t'or for a couple of hours
a day;; Being just a felAj'people that "'Ie ~ouldn~·t'~;; = ~'callse they have 'such
tIling as regulation F~O, Equal Opportunity Law~ ,

NC: And they have- another one~ Mfirmative a,ction...

(Laughter)

LT: So,. we llsed to try i,t~ Bllt at the begi.nning, we did.n't have those things.
SO,7 jllst the posbnaster and I, so., TIlen the one girl we hired. She was
tra.nsferred from Haleiwa Post Office ·to our post office, so she was a
clerk there'"

It's I10t that we try to hire somebody d.i.fferent th.an our l1ationality, but
circumstances was such tha.t at the time .....w·ell, the other nationalities,
they' did.n' ~ come i.n and ask if there ~ s th.is opening or anything ~ But .
this Filipino girl, she came, She just came from the .Philippine Isletnds
about two years ag l) a.t tl1e time ", One· day, s.omebody told me here, "Some­
body wa11t to see you. n "Is she looking for a job?" lVe had a ope11iIlg
at th.at tilne j:or a sul)stitute })OS1tion~
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1\Tr •1 '4L1 .. So, she had the initiative and she got the

LT: Yeah.

NC; ,When SOIne of the otller mills closed down, did you notice people-· - -well,
I don't know if there,was any way that you could. tell that people
from Ewa or Kahuku were moving in to the area.

LT : No .. I don't tllink I' ever}1eard of tIlese Kahuku employees coming to work
at Waialua .Plantation~ .Maybe there was one· or two, but not that I know
of. '

NC: NO\\l, )TOU moved to \Vahi awa a few years ago, but before t}lat, for like the
IS years l)cfor(\ tl1at, did )TOli .see anytlling really diffcrcllt or
anyt11ing really ch~ngi_n,g in the area in Waialua-Haleiwa"t Did anything
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strike you that way?·

LT; Yecth. One is more of the yOlU1g people used to .leave the lV-ai9-1 ua
cQimnunity ~ Coming up to Wahiawa or Honolulu to work". So , they come up
to Wahiawa, buy·.·theiF hQine ,work at Schofie.ld 1 :Pearl Harb'or or Honolulu.
So, tIle yOW1g people start movi.ng out. A lot of them did. f.

NC: You mean 'tl1e plantation you.ng people?

LT; Plantation and tl1e' outsi:ders '! Haleiwa section~, 'Because by the time
already, everyti1ing' was llnionized. OUtsiders, tIle carpenters was having
ll1ore. the plumbers was having more.. 1'he electrician was having more than
.what the 'plantation-used to pay, and they thought the other side, the
grass is greener'" I think they did pretty .good, because, 'a few of them,
tl1ey bought their own honle, And they doing pretty good ..

NC: Do yOll think that those yo~ng people had more ed~cation?

LT; No, no. I d011 t·t t}1ink so. They' just went mayb'e, to Waialua High and
th~t~s about it, I guess.

NC: So, they had more education than their parents, but not more education
t11a.n the young people who stayed?

LT: Yeah, because the others, they stayed maybe for security reason, TIley
figure Ollt that staying wi th the planta.tion is more secured, and that
t11c parents are there" So they have to take care their parents. They
have plantation houses, all kind of reasons ..

NC: lli you think t}1at Waialua and Haleiwa are good places for raising
children?

LT; Yes, I tllin.k it is. T thinl< Haleiwa':·Waia.lua. are very nlce place to
raise childrerl. Of course, it's not the way it used to be, becallse all
the peol)le start cOIning do\VJ1 and bllying the beachlot arld building up tIle
hOl158. YOlI have lot of cOJ1c1oTninillms '01" 3})(1rtJnents coming IIp, and you
have tllcse 11e11sio:n people cOIning il1~ 111 and olIt, in and. out.. But, as a
lAThn 1 C\ ; t 's ~C\al 1'T ""'".., "''7' ....,. ~ r-" T.f- ,~ -4-1_ 'j _1 -] -:-la's-"y--crn n·-g- C""O-un+-ry 1."" 1- fe
t'Y..lJ.V'_.4.c-,.J. ..... .L. vC ..J....J..J? ~ v~...l..l..Y 11..lL-t'. i L ~ LIle UJ.U, t,u., $-J..1.L. ' .~.

(IJa.ughs)

NC: {--lave )'Oll 110ticed in I-Ialei\va, like across tIle street from the communi ty
there, it sa)Ts lVaiallla COnul1lUli t)l Cen.tel", but it's in I-Jal ei\va. YOlI notice
the front af tIle buildillg standil1g IIp? l\vo of the \-vaode11 bllildillgS" Just.
tl1e fronts are standing up,

LT; You mean, right in front of tIle COnnTIlIDi ty Association?

NC; Well, a little bit before you g~t to the COJTD11lIJiity Association~ Aross
the street from it is a sei~vice station, Then going down, the.re' s t11e
end two bUi'ldi.ngs. I t looks. I ike there" s .nothi.ng left in b'ack of them.

LT: (Laughs) No', there's a back. I think the back is sOlnething like a room
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In a }10use or somethin.g, I guess.

NC: I ,·vas going to ask you if you k11e,'J if there .were, any plans to restore
those bllildings;: or· anythi~ng like that~

LT; Once, tlley had that,.. ~.tlhe' old buildings or old somethi.ng to do with
whether you could have it ...

NC: 011, historic sites?

LT; Yeah, all historic sites or something" Old buildings and this and that,
but I don ~·t think s.o they fQund any in Haleiwa, I ·guess. '

NC: So, you don t\t t11ink any have been marked for restoration?

LT; No, I doubt it.

NC: Is there anything there that you would like to see preserved at the
thin.gs that are getti.ng very old? ."

LT; If I want to see W}1at's p'reserved was the old I-Ialeiwa I-Iotel which l1as
been torn down lo'ng ago. It was a b·eaut.i£ul hotel ~ Something like a
colonial structure.

NC : M1Y' was it tOlfIl down1

LT: ll1ey closed up that place~ They had no use .for it~

NC; Is somethin'g else t]1ere now?

LT: Yeah. lne old Sea View Inn Restaurant.

NC: WIlen you compare your life now with, say', your life in 1~20s and 1 30s. ~ . "

LT: Or '40s. (Laughs)

NC: Well, let's say, thirty or forty years ago. In terms of material
comforts, freedoJ11, and relatiollships wit11 people in the connnunity, how
would you compare~~.~

LT: Wi tll th.e present? Well, you know, they always say the .good oltl days ~

(Lallglls) rr11at's 3. saying. And I think tllat's the good old days.
Peo!Jle fifty years from 110W will say the gOO(1 old d.ays was maybe 1976 ~

But, no. Actllally speaking, of course, 1'111 110t that go-go type, so, I
think T reall'y enjoy tI1e early years.. l~verything was so easy-tping.. rrhe
commullJ. ty- -not only the neighbors - -but the whole community was so friend­
ly like and so neighborly' like.

Of COl-lrSe, 'we didl1' t have all tIle comforts lil<e today lve have, but ,~e

did.11't Inilld, l)ecause \",e thought tllat's all \ve ha.ve. So we.made it a go.
That ~ sit.· So, 'rVe didn' t cr~ye for anythiIlg.. '.Maybe, \"]1en I was a kid,
only thiI1g I craved for lvas a bicycl~. That's about all. It was
SUC}1 an easy life.



Being the country, you could just get out of the IIOllSC, lcav'c YOlIY
doors open d.nd yOll JOT1' t 11ave to worry. People were lTi cc all aroulld.
In other words, every racial group used to be nice to each other.
We had. lot of Hawaiian people. Get I'lawaiians tllere and. few S!)riIlkle
qf Chinese old people. ·And we got along fine. We played wi th the
llawaiian .kids, a.nd it wasn't lJad at all. T don't know now. Now,
maybe, th.c life is a little too fast, I guess.

COlllpclred to the old dnys, we did!l' t ha vc' the alltomobiles and things
"I 'j kc that.. But if \vC had those thillgS , well, ~ay;be the same tIling.
But\,yc just didn't have t.hose thiJlgS.

()f course, advBllCCInent of civilization or adv-a,ncenlcnt of science,
and yOll hav'c talkies. T'hose days "vas the sjlcnt nlovic. William
s. {'{art, or something. Old cowboy star. T llsed to like him.
Wi] Jj am fIart and all those old cowboy -a.cto·rs.

NC: Whe re did you used to go see those rTIovies?

Lrr: IIa.Iciwa rrhea.tre. YOllknow that theatT'ethere by t~at COlmTIllnity cente'r?
'I'}lat 's the one structure. rrllat tl1eatrc.

NC: flow nU.lch did it cost to go to the movies when you were a kid?

IJ~: rrcn CC!ltS, I think.

NC: Di d you go often, or ....

Lrr: No, 1101'. too often. Not even oncc~ a week.

NC: Was there allY suc.h thing as the kiddies' matinee on Satllrd.a.y'?

LT: Kiddies' matinee, no. We used to go ill the evenings.· ,(t was all
STIlCl .1'1 1i tt Ie ki ds, hut, we llscd to grd.1p together and wa'1 k down (]l)out
a uri 1(,' do~vn froTn our town so that we could have a good t inlc, wal](
hack together.

NC: ~V(JS thcre (.lny such th ing as stoppi ng for a candy or ern ice cream soda'?

L'I' : Not t hose days.

(Lallghtcr)

NC: In f;'lct, was there all ice cream parlor in town'?

LT: Not -in the- sense of a parlor, htlt they used to sell -ice cream.
I'he stores ] i kc that. But we "veren.' t exposed to those things, so
w(~di(1Jl't jlrst care. Like now, at honle they buy these i.cc cream
by the cartons and e·verything a11d come back al1d feed the kids., So
the kids l-ikc that. Those days,we didn't care whether ha~d ice
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cream or 110t.

N(~: Oh, so you didn't have .ice cream so often?

LT: No. SOBle }1011lcS,once in a while, they used to make their own ice
CredITl in a old grinder. With the TTlil'k and the rock salt or sonleth~ng.

rrhey grind the whole tIring (l.nel we Jnake ice cream. And then l-'ight
across our house, we used to have this c.ant.ly man. lie l.lsed to Blake
his O\vn candy <lnd icc CrC~Jnl. And his little truck goes around.
the c.rnnp,· goes all around 'sc'lling t110se cand.ies and goodies. Those
were the d'ays. (Lallglls)

NC: Did they have shave icc in those days?

LT: We have shave :ice. ArId we llSC<] to have a ~~!tnlilJ peddler. l'hat
was just a smal] little truck he l1ad. He used to peddle _SjliWiJl.
Late iJl the even:,ings.

t'JC: Was there any k'ind of grocery store?

Lrr: No. A few of the stores wasmaylJc clothing store, but most of them
was a general store, so tIley used to carry practically everything.
From ani ons to potatoes alld little this a:nd that. Call goods.

NC: For cx:nnplc , 'if Y0l.lr mother wanted fruit, she could buy it in the same
store? You had pork a.t hOTI1C you C.Ollld slaughter., but .. '.

Ll': Ycah. But we used to go buy pork. lIatc to slciughtcr one who] e IYig
for ~) few pounel of pork . Fruit shop, we never haclany fT'ui t shop,
11ccause the only thing I can 'rcJnemher is eating mangoes, papayas,
C1nu oranges, and pineapple.

NC:: I)-id yOll lJLl)' them, or we're they jllst available?

1;1": We]], l)apaY~ls (Ind lnangocs and p"lllnls, 'like that-~cspcc.ial]ypapaya
trec-··-was in everyhody's )'(lrd. 'rhcn we had hanan~ls, and we had pIu.ros.
J don't kllO\v'if yOll rClllclllher those plurns, the purple joe. We had.
1)] Urns . We used to go UJ) the va 11 ey to p-i ck up rose appl es. And
stye ::lppJc~e rrhcrc's a tree righth'y the old IJalci\AJ(J I-Iatel. Sea
Vi.ew Inn, now. l'hcre's a blg tree Otlt by that hack entrance. Was
the stye app]e tree. Yeah, and they had (] 11 kind of lnango£. D:iffcrcnt
v~rri('tics of Jnangocs. We had a lot of fruits, so. we didJl't crav'c too
TIluch. ()nce'j n a \\lhi 1e we tlsed to have apples. '{'he stores used
to have apples aJld or~.lnges. Not those fancy str~.n"hcrrics C111d all
those t.h·ings, no. Ilidn't taste a.strawberry.

NC: I)id your parents belong to a particu]ar religion?

L'r: Yes, they were Bucldlri sts. l'he Shinto sect.

NC:: T think that we djd TIlentioll that. Bllt you have not kept that sanlc ....
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LT: No. No.

NC: You are on a different religion?

LT: I'm on.a, different religion.

NC: And what,is the name of that?

LT: It's tIle Church of World Messianity.

NC: Do you mind if w~ talk about it a little bit?

LT: Sure, go right ahead.

NC: Is this a Jap'anese religion?

LT: Yeah, it's a relatively new religion. I think it was fOlIDded in Japan
about forty or 45 years ago. It came into Hawaii about 25 years ago.
So it's a relatively new religion. It's neither Buddhism or Shintoism.,
It's both of them. It's a combined stuff. Well, those are long,
legal explanation to that, but we more on the Shinto side. The
ceremony, services and this and that.

They tell us that you can belong to any religion you want and still
come into this religion, and you don't have to throwaway your religion.
What you believe in. If you're a Buddhist, you can be a Buddhist or
you can b.e a Protestant. It's alright. YOlI can still join this
church, because it says it's more than a religion. 'Cause religion
is part of·this movement. So, okay. It's alright.

NC: So in the Buddhist religion, you have your altar with your ancestor
tablets. But in your Messianity religion, I don't ,see any ancestor
tablets. . .

LT: NO,110. As I say, it's a combination of both. So, in other words, we
believe that scroll there is Divine Light. It's a Divine Light program
In other words, in tIle one God, Supreme God, Creator of the Universe ..
He,'s the Divine Lig}lt.

NC: In tIle Buddhist religion, t11ere are ceI'tain rituals that you are to
perfonn. Does this new religion also give you a set of rituals that
you a.re to perform?

LT : Not exactly. Of course, when we pray, t11e only thing the ritua1 is we
clap our Jlands three times and bow. 'The11, we have our prayers, poems.
Poems, but it's just songs. It's not like a Buddhist where you have
all the from beginning to end ritual, you know. It's not like that.
So on this side, I don't have incense or aJlything like that. We
just put IIp flowers. On this side, you' have ritual. You have incense
there aJ1d tablets and everything.

NC: Now you told me about Y01IT mother making the offer of the first bi t
of anything, like the first bit of the rice or when she made something
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special. Are you asked to do anything similar?

LT : No . EverymOTI1iJ1g and' evening you pray'. T}len, once a month, t11ere '. s.,
as you say , a ritual ... "You might say a rituCl;l '. tllat ·.we put up tIle of,fering.,
The o~fer:ing : is, not like the Buddhist ~ They' hflye a small, tray rna,de Qut.
What we offer is rice,' ?al t, water, and S~ake ... " .YOll know,~' Shintoism is' '.
always sake. Shinto religion, they offer~ £i~h,. so we have fish. One
plate of'.fish and one' plate 0,£ Japanesel1lo·chi~. Wel~, that ~ s all we put
IIp there every. month., Our churche's have·.monthl~ service only.

NC: So, is there a church towe .. ~

LT; In Wahiawa.. A branch ChUT"ch ]1ere.. They have just a monthly service.
In Honolulu~ the'rnothe'r church 'have once a.!9onth service.

NC: Does i t 'have a ':minis·ter?

LT; Yes, a minister.

NC; About how:many'·ministe.~s in Hawaii?

LT; There"s one minister in Honolulu.. One in:rvl2i;ui. One in.I-Iaw·aii.. One in
Kauai. One, Wahiawa. Wehaye ab:out five ministers and three assistant
.ministers ~

.NC; And do you have any idea howman)r'members there a,re in this state?

LT; I think it's about appro.ximately· about two thGusand,;

NC ; So ? i t ~ s a small g.roup?

LT: . Yeah, itts a small group. Two thousand .. And we have a church in San
Francisco.

NC: 1Jo YOll ever. llave conferel1ces wi th everybody in Hawaii? Or ever go to a
cO.I1ference with the dif,ferent churches? .

LT: No, no~ We clOll't have that. Once a year, we have a big gatherin.g. Ine
whole jslaI1dpeople come lip' aTld thatts about al1~ As T say lve have a
chllrch in .Frisco. lVe just If1tely have one in Vancouver, in Brazil.
Brazil, lve have a \vhole blll1Ch. .

NC: Have a lot of Japanese in Brazil?

LT: No, it' smostl)T Brazilians. Ma'ybe it's about ten thousand or. ,. ~

.NC: I was going to ask you in Vancouver, was it started by a Japanese, or is
it Cana,dians ?

~T ; Well, I .think it "S a Japanesemillister there ~ But I tl1ink the members
are Canadians. The same thillg like San, Fra,TIci,scQ. OVer about eighty' or
ninetyperc;ent is C<illcas,ian ',memb'ers M.
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NC: And yOll don't think that in Brazil it might' be' second, third
generation Japanese.[

LT; No, I 'think it'"s mostly' Brazilians. When we' haye a big service or
OccCl;sion at the' mother< ChllJch in ,Japan-~·once. a year they have a cert~in

day that's a b,i,g ,·occasion,~·-we have plenty people "fxom ,,Brazil going over
there. ' . ," .

NC: So you"'ve gone oyer to, the' one in Japan7

LT : Yeah, I have a visit .about four, five time.s there~, They have Brazilians
and tiley have some, haole ,people' from S~n ,Franc::isco, L.. A~, and froJ!l
Hawaii. They' have· Filipino people going oyer there fr01?1Hawaii,and
there' s Chinese~ Qh, we"have all kind o£ n~tiQnality' now. I hope it'·s
going to be that way from now. More outside.rs than if it's only
Japanese. ' .

NC: You really are going world-'wide ~

LT: Yeah, th.is is a world-·wide organization .., We.Jre 'tllinking in terms of
world-wide. 1 haven '. t gone when they' had this big occa~ion with all
the 'people from South American and all like: that. But, ,I 'hear, when the
South American d.elegation go oyer there, ho, they liven up that place
with their r~lUl1b~ or so.ngsand everything.. 'I .guess they just go' to to\\TI1
and 1 i veIl up eyerything. CLaughs) .

NC; What does it offer you that's different from what Bu.ddIlism offers you?
Have you gi",!en up Buddhism or is that still part of what 'you have?'

LT: It's part of me. , From when I was start to know tIlings? the parents was
just worshippillg Buddllisrn. Then, I went to high school, and for four
years I was---I wouldn~t say' I was a Christian, but I went to Christian
Service every evening or every morning that we had service~ And every
Sunda'y, we l1ave togo to church,. So, T was under Chti51t:1.cln for a while,
taking IIp t:hristianity, and got out of school. My .parents wellt away, so,
T, took care of their al tar. And this new religion ca:me in. You know,
tl1isBlld.d.hist re.ligion sonlcthing li.ke- - ~lIalei'va have a different sects
of Buddllisnl~ Abou.t four or five differeIlt c11urclles., 0,[ different sects
of Buddhism. l~~d the old Japanese people goes to every church when they
have occasion,

(Laug}lter)

LT: And. W]lCl1 they die, they call IIp the whole church ~illister to come alld d.o
the service. But most· of the time, the other chllrch ,minister come to the
fllneral, too, to llelpconduct the service. So that's the way it· goes. I
'vould say it' skind of intennil1gled~ Because our religion says that you
s}lould take. care of your ancestors ~ But ·ancestors are oyer the bridge,
and so we go put the' incense and pra,y' for them.' .I ~m not th.at rel.igious ~

or . ~, " 40 (La:ugll$)

N'C~ But you seeln to firld great satisfaction.,,,., ' '
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LT: Well, I feel the satisfaction but I t]link it's ... .-what I can llllderstand
is in simple terms that I can understand. Buddhist here, the minister
corne and give the prayer. I don't understand his prayers. Lot of
it's change, I suppose.

NC: Is it an ancient form o.f Japanese?

LT: Yeah, anciellt form of Japanese, the prayers. But, like our prayers,
the prayers plus songs and things like that yOll can lll1derstand, more or
less.

NC: And so when you're here, this is conducted in Engtish or in Japanese?

LT: Any way you want to conduct .. So sometime, out there, pray for something,
and I get stuck in rnyJapanese way of asking, I tell it into English.
I figure, b'eing a Supreme God, He shouldlmow my feelings.

(Laughter)

NC: Now, did your sisters, who also stayed after your parents and your
three older sisters went to Japan ....

LT: One came b'ack, and two stayed.

NC: The ones who stayed, did they marry and have familie~?

LT: Yeah, they married that time.

NC: And so how· about your nieces and n.ephews? Have they stayed in Hawaii?

LT: Not all. Some of them is on the Mainland.

NC: Have they gone to live over there?

Lrr: Yeah, on the, Mainland. They have their own families.

NC: Now tJ1e two sisters who stayed in Japan, when you've gone over there,
you've been to see them?

LT: Yeah.

NC: Did they have children?

L1': Yes.

NC: All the children stayed in \Japan, or what?

LT: No. One sistel' }lad one girl. S}le got married recently. TIle other one
had two girls. One girl got married in Japan. And the other daughter is
in Hawa.ii nowe

NC: Your parents were adventurous enough to come over here. You were born
here and you made a go of it over here. I was just wondering how that
influenced the family. 11hat '5 why I asked' ..

LT: I WOllld say all the Japanese people, tIley like to come to Hawaii. Every
one of them, ,once they come. Hawaii, boy, they say, "I have to go Hawaii.
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I have to live in Hawaii ~" I says, ''What you' folks want to come in
Hawaii for?" I says., ''Yo~ folks 11ave just' as· beautiful country as you
have. Like we like to s;ee sn.OW once in awhile and we like to' feel' this
spring once in a while, but we can t· t do i t ~ We' have' the" sa~e kind of
wea.· ...... '-' "Yeah, but" the- .weather is so p~r£ect~ Hoo~ .The air is so
go.od~'t T ~ays~"'nOh, .if.yo~ go in Japan up.the·'.mountains', it's just 'as
go.ad, actually!, H' (Laughs)

END OF INTERVIEW
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BIOGRAPfJIlCAL SlJMv1ARY: HAJIME "GANDHI" WARASHINA, retired athletic
director, Waialua Sugar Company and store worker

Hajime "Gandlli" Warashina was born in Mokuleia on September 12, 1915
to Japanese TInmigrant parents .. His father worked for Oahu Railway and
Land Company. Gandhi attended Japanese. language school, Waialua
Elementary, Cox Junior High, and Mid-Pacific Institute.

After high school, Gandhi worked in the cane fields for Waialua
Plantation doing hapai ko and hanawai. Later, he worked in the Irrigation
Department, the Surveying Department, and finally in the Recreation
Departmellt: as athletic director. During World War II, the gym was
taken overby tIle Anny, so Gandhi was temporarily transferred to the
plantation store.

In 1951, Gandhi left the plantation Recreation·Department to work
in t}1e job he still holds at Fuj ioka 's Store. He married in 1942 and
has three children.
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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

with

Haj ilne "Gandhi" Warashi na (11W)

August 9, 1976

Waialua, Hawaii
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BY: n '"11 n L.l" "" C' h .;
1J U. 1 \..- I Jay a..:) I I 1. (DB)

01-1: COll1d you please tell nle when and where YOlI' were born?

HW: I was born :in Kawaihapai, Waialul,anu the date is September 12,
1915.

DH: That's by where?

HW: Near the old Dillingham Airport.

DB: That's Mokuleia, yeah?

IHV: Yeah.

DH: Are there any houses a·ver there yet?

HW: Now? Shee, t.hat, I don',t know.

DB: It's about where the highway Tllns throu.gh right now?

HW: Yeah~ it's move toward the mountains. Used to be a swamp~there.

D11: 110w nlany 'children were there in your family?

HW: Four. Three brothers and one sister.

DH: You h(Jd a'ilY relatives in Japan?

HW: I have.

DH:· Why did your parents come to H~)wa'i j?

HW: To work.

DII: You livC'd here all your life?

I1W: Yes.

DB: What type of job djd your father have?

HW: My father used to work for the old Oahu Railway and L3ncJ Company.



DH: What he llsed to do?

HW: He used to work on the track.

DtJ: That was his only job?

HW: Yeah.

DH: And what kind of things did he do?

HW: They fixed the Tail, I mean" they had c.ertain section to llpkeep--­
the railroad, eh~ So""" ~

DH: Your mother, what did she do?

lIW: My mother stayed home ..

DH: You had any idea about YOllY father's income? Was it average'?

HW: At that tinle) I thil)k he used to luake about sixty doll ars a TIlonth.

DB: Was that good or .....

HW~ Yeah, in those days it was good~

DB: How much schooling have you had?

HW: 1 W.Cllt to, high school.

DH: Elementary school you went to ....

HW: The old Waiallla Elementary School. Now it's Haleiwa Elementary,
eh. That's the one. 1'hen I went to Andrew E.. Cox Junior~High.

Those days they didn't have no high school. After that I went to
Mid-Paci fi c 1nstitut.e.

DII: How djd you travel between your home and elementary school?

HW: At fjrst, we used to stay at the boarding school in Haleiwa_ It
was known as Ikuekan ..

DB: That's .Japanese?

HW: Yeah ..

DH: What was that?

I-IW: 'I'hat' s a boarding school run by My. Inuma. You know Tnuma? He
was the pri~cipal there ..

DH: That was a Japanese sc,hoo'l?

HW: Yeah.. We used to board there and go to Waialua Elenlcntary.

DB: And then you would have to attend Japanese school ....
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HW: That's right. After the' English school.

DH: How many years did you do this'?

HW.: Shee, I think it's abou.t two or three years ~ After 'that the
bus st:JTted to run, eh.

HW: It's ncar the old courthouse, Waialua Courthouse standjng now.

DI-i: Next to t.he pas t offi ce?

HW: That's right. Yeah. It·, s more inside.

DH: You used to wa lk to school., then, from there?

HW: Yeah, fto~ t.here~every morning, yeah.

DH: ~Vas there a road passing. st·raight. from the court frolll that ....

HW: No, you come out to the' highway and then we go right by the
tournatwo road now, we have. There used to be a train track. 'We
used to walk down the track ..

Dff: And thi s was the early days of your sc.hool---when you first started?

HW; That's right. First grade, yeah.

DB: Can you describe for me a typical school day as a child, like,
let's say when you were at Ikuekan. What you had to do and stuff.

HW: Oh, we wake up pret.ty earl y in the morning. I-lave breakfast at
the. hO~J rding sc.hool. Then they give us lunch to take to elementary
school. And we ate our lunc.h at Waialua Elementary School.
We (Li dll , teat at the c.ufeterja. Then we eat dinner at the boarding
school again. And (Jfter dinner ... tak;e a bath and we study until
about 90'cloc·k .. Then we go to hed.

DB: You used to study both English and .Japanese?

HW: Yeah, mostly English, but.

DB: How many hours of Japanese school you had to attend?

HW: .One hour.

DH: A day?

HW: Day.

Df·l: And Eng 1 ish. schoo 1 was ahout how long?

HW: It started ahout'8 o'clock, huh? And ended about 2 o'clock ..

5.66



DI-I: Just ahout like now then.

I-n\': Yeah, yeah. It's about now.

DH: What about when you started going with the bus? What did you do?

tIW: Oh, those. days) we catch the bus about 7 0' clock in the morning
·01' mayhe ] i ttle earl ieI', yeah. rrhen we come wi th the bus to the
Waialua Elementary School, and after school is over, we used to
w«lk from there to the Waialua Hongwanji' Japanese School. After
Japanese school is over, we catch the same bus lI go back.

DH: You know who own the bus?

HW: Tokuhei Kimura.

DH: Was thot the only bus around?

HW: That's the only bus.

DH: Is that the same Kimura that was running taxi?

tnv: No, that's not the one. He still living, though.

DH: The Japanese schoo], the Hongwanji~ was that the only Japanese
school that there was?

HW: No, well, they used to have 'r~ish5 Gakko, the Taisho school., and
this school~ But for us it's convenient: because we going back
to Kawaihapai. So we used to attend here.

DH: What kind of clothes did you wear?

HW: Short pants.

DH: What kind material was that?

HW: Khaki.

DH: You wear shoes?

HW: No shoes. Barefoot.

DJ-l: What k i·nd shirt?

IIW: Shirt i.s ordinary shirt.

DH: T-shi rt kind or ....

H\V: No, the ordinary shirt what we use, but it's only short sleeve~

DB: Just like aloha shirt kind?

HW: No aloha shirts in those days. Plain shirt with the collar.
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DH: SOlnething like a golf shi-rt? Something like that?

H\V: Well, it..'s not---sometime white t 'sometimes they have col'ors-­
ordinary shirt. l 1hat f s the on ly kind.

Of1: How well did you get along with chi'ldren of atheT races like that?

HW: No trouble.

01"1: Where you were l.i ving., wa.s it a camp?

HW: Where we were living? l~O_ It's far away:- though (from each
other). The next hOllse I think is about thousand yard.s away ..
Some UYC farther.

DB: So you didntt play with your neig'hbors that much., t.hen?

HW: tVell., we used to play with the neighbors' kids .. but it's far .. see,
so the only time we play is after school~ Saturday, and Sunday.
Other than that, we usually stays at home and do odd-jobs at home,

Dfl: When you were in elementcl'ry school, your friends were what kind of
---they were a.11 nationalities?

HW : Yes. A1 1. nat i on a l'i t Y.

OIl: You rernember what kind of d.1sci.pljnes were administered at school?

HW: Oh, it was s'tricter than now.. I can tell you that.

DH: What did they do when you did something wrong?

I-IW: Well, they 'used to keep you after school and do janitoria1 work
and something like that.

DH: They used to hit you folks~ t.oo?

HW: Only some tcnchers.

Df-J: What di d you do during' the summer'?

HW: Well, when we were young, we used to' play only. Do the housework
what we have to do, help 111Y mother., and after" that, work is done,
we go out and pIny with the neighbor's kids.

DB: As you got older and entered high school---oh, you went intermediate
school, yeah?

HW: That's right. Junjor high school.

DIi: HO\\JY did you go to school then?

HW: With the' btlS. Same bus.
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DH: Did any of your daily routines change---what you did?

HW: No, same thing.
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DH: In. intermediate school, you got along with the other children alright?

HlV: Yeah.

DI-I:; Other races.

HW: Uh huh, no trouble.

DH: When you were in intermediate school, wh?-t did you do after school?

HW: Same. We walked; intermediate school to the Japanese school.
And'after school, the bus picks us up.

ill1: Then when you went to Mid-Pac, what 'did you used to do? Can you
describe for me a typica.l school day, what yOll had to do?

HW: Yeah, well, Mid-Pacific, soon as you wake up, you do your morning
work. That's for every student they had.

DH: What ki.nd of work was?

HW: Oh~ you c]enned certain part of the building. And after morning
work, yOll take a shower. Then you have breakfast. Then after
that you go to classes. Same like the schools everywhere.
Only thing you have to work in the morning. That's for every
student there. You're assigned to do certain work.

DH:' Was there anyone that didn't do 1ike that?

IlW: No. Everybody have to. As long as YOJ] go to the school "you have
to.

DB: Then, after school, what you did?

~IW: We] 1, you see., we were there on a working scholarshi.p. So d.fter
school 'I you go out and work in the fiel ds .• the school yard.
And YOlI get paid for it, and that wi 11 pay for the tuition.
Not all. hut. Of course, it's not 3S high as now, so maybe you work
for $75 ;] y('(]r, eh. But our total tuition was only $225 .. so the
rest you have to pay. rrhat' 5 cheap. Room, board, sc.hool ~ and wi th
that amount.

DH: Then YOllr brothers and sisters. they went to Mid-Pac.. too?

I-JW: None of my brothers' went. My thjrd brother went to McKinley" work.
his way. See, my father got sick in 194]) so he went to McKinley.,
work his way. Graduated from there. My second brother, he didn't
go to high school even" He went to work. And my sister went to
Leilehua.

DB: So you the oldest then?



HW: rl'hat' S 1'"i ght.

DH: About how many hours a day you used to work at school?

HW: We. used to work how many hours. 'Two hours ~ I thi nk, was.. Every
day, yeah, after school. 'rhat 's for your tuj.t ion.

DB: 'rhen a ftCT your work ~ 'what di d you do'?

llW: 'I'hen, oh, we didn't have muc.h time left a.1reacly, and we .prepared
for clinner" After dinnc~.r, you have little tinle to chat with your
friends. After that, you have study period for maybe two hours.
1'hen you go to bed.

DH: Everybody have to study?

HW: Yeah~ Eve.ryboJy. 'rhat's what you call study hour.. Seven to
nine or something 1ike that ,,' Anyway, I forgot alTeady.

DB: 'fhen., on weekends, what did you do?

HW: Weekends, you see, in those days, you cannot go home. You can go
home once in one semester for theweekerlc.1. So a"ll in all, I used.
togo home twice a year. That's all. The rest of the weekends
YOll spend at schooJ.

DB: So] ike S8turdays 1ike that, 'what did you do?

HW: Saturd~ys, ~e stuy in school, we play basketball or we play
baseball or something like that. We have a swimming pool too,
see., at that time. So we go swimnring~ That's about all ..

D11: And Sunday ....

IIW: Sunday, yOU. go to church. You have to. 'rhat' s a must at that
schoo 1 .

DB: That was what kind of church?

HW: Christian churcb.

DH: ~rhen nfter church~ what?

l-IW: After church-·--you see., Sunday, you have ~l quiet hour where nobody
make noise. You just stay in the Jormitory.

DB: One hour?

HW: No, more than that; about two, three hours"

01-·1: That's right ~Lfter church?

HW: After church., you C.OlllC 'bClCk, you have lunch, an·d then you have quiet
hour.
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DH: Then after that you can play?

HW: Yeah, but not strenuous exetcise. Thenduring the night you have what
they call "vesper" service, which we have to attend. So all in all
SUDday was a quiet day.

DH: Saturday nights, what?

HW: Saturday nights, oh, if they have a dance~ they go to a dance.
But we used to have Saturday' school, see~ so Monday was the off day.
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DH: go to school Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday?

HW: That's right.

DH: You used to do yard work Saturday, too, then, after school pau?

HW: That's right.

DH: So Monday is the play day?

tIW: Yeah, Monday.

DH: And every night, you have to sleep the same time?

HW: Same time. They have lights-out period. 9 o'clock, I think, was.
9 or 9:30.

DH: Then when yOll were going to Mid-Pac, what did you do during the
summer?

HW: During the summer, I worked in the pineapple cannery in Honolulu..
We used to board in a small hotel with sqme boys together~ and we
worked in the cannery.

DH: You did this how many years?

HW: Two ye<ll"S, 1 t.hink.

DH: l 1hen, wi th your money, you had to pay for YOllr schoo I ?

HW: We couldn't earn much t.hose days.

DH: You remember how much you got?

HW: I don't. Anyway, was cheap. Plantation was ten cents an hour,
I thjnk, at that time.

DH: Oh yeah.t going back to Mid-Pac, were you folks allowed to leave the
schoo 1 groun'ds?

HW: Without per~ission, you cannot. Written permission.



DH: From what, a teacher?

HW: Prom principal. Anything time you leave the school, you have to have
written permission saying that you have permission to leave.
You' have to have that paper, too_ Because some teachers might see
you outside, eh ..

DH: And then it had to be good exc.use~ then, just like?

HW: Yes.

DH·: You couldn't just go in town shopping?

HW: No] no, you cannot.

DH: What kind of disciplines were administered in Mid-Pac?

HW: Micl-Pac, they used to have a student body senate. Anything you do
wrong:; you have to face the COllrt, and they gave you the decisi.on
ifit's you gu'ilty or not guilty. If you guilty., you have to
work out or your leaving the school premises will be taken away.

DB: You mean the once a semester one?

}-J.W: No ~ no ~ not that. but I mean, during the weekday.s m3yhe you want
to go out, eh. You cannot go out for maybe two'or three weeks.

nH: Oh, during the weekdays you folks could go out 'like that'?

~lW: We can go out i f we have good reasons.. But in those days ~ you don't·
have no money.'t SO" no sense of you going out. What you gonna do?
(Laughs)

DB: Would they kick out anybody from school like that'?

IIW: Some ~ yeah.

DIT: For what kind of thing?

HW: Oh, smoking or drinking.

DB: Fighting?

HW: Gee, they don't figh,t. so J don't know. Not at Illy time, 1 didn't
see anybody fighting got fined ..

DB: Your first job W;]S cannery-then, yeah?

HW: During the school clays? Yeah.

DH: What kind of things di~ you do in the -cannery?

11W: We were in t.he can department, so what we dc) is to feed the can to
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the main factory.

DH: On a conveyor belt or something?

lIW: Ye.ah., that's right. Take the can, put 'em on the conveyor belt.

DH: What were working conditions like? In the cannery-

HW: Oh, tvas hot. No air conditioning, in those days so you really
sweat.

DH: How many hours a day?

11W: Depend on the supply of the pineapples.. So some days you might work
four. hOllTs; some days five hours; some days maybe eighthollrs ..
Seldom eight hours.

DJ-I: You rememher your first job after high school?

HW: After high school ~ I worked for the plantation. In the fields ..

DB: You remember yOUT wages that t.ime?

HW: Yeah, but, I think was ten cents an hour.

DB: And how nlany hours you had to ....

HW: Ten hours ..

DH: How many days a week?

HW: Six days. Monday to Saturday.. Sunday is the only day off ..

DB: So you mc}ke only, what, six dolla.rs a week?

HW: l'hat's rjght. Six dollars a week. So if you get $24 a month,
)'()tl luC'.ky.

DH: What kind of things did you do, working in the fields?

HW: Oh, we used to ,go cut grass. All kind, those days.

DH: Oh, yOl,l djdn't have specific job?

HW: Yeah, every day, job is different.

DH: You ever carried cane like that out of the field?

HW: Yeah, that's after I came'toWaialua.

DH: Oh, you weren't working at Waialua at first?

lIW: No, I \vas workjng way down the other end of Mokuleia. But that's
Waialua Agricultural Company those days. And I used to report there ..
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l'hen I moved to Waia.lua, myself. That's when W8 used t.o go up and
.~.ap~l. ,~o. 'rhat's what yOll call ~~:!:Eil:..!- k~--carry cane to the'
c(]ne car. 'That's a hard job. RealJy hard. Especially hot day,
rainy ·days.

DH: When you first started and you were doing field work, where were
yOtl living'?

f-JW: 1''11 Mi"ll Camp 9 they used to call. That's the camp right past the
mi]l, hefore the store. 'rherc's a camp~ eh, on the left side.
That used to be Mi.ll 9. So the first two rows are Mill 9,
and after that,from the thiTd row down is Mill 8. That's how
they used to nalne the camp.

011: And then yoti used to Teport to work where?

l1W: To the miJlyard . .'fhat's where you all gather in the morning, ~lnd

they assign you the work, and you go on a truck, a.nd they haul you
to the workingplac.e.

DB: After you did field work, then what did you do?

HW: 'J'hen I went to the Irrigation Department and I stayed there
for about two or three years. Then I'went to the Surveying Department.
And after the Surveying Department, I went to the recreation center.
The gym wa 5 buj 1 t then.. I got a job there ..

DB: I-low many years did you do field work?

IHV: Five years ..

DH: rrhis wns what year, about?

JlW: I worked in the f:i e 1d from 1933 t.o 1938" And after '38 ... ~

DH: r"rrigation?

HW: Ye~h,irrigati()n. That's right.

DH: Then how many yenrs you were in irrigation?

l1lV: Irrigation, T stayed two years, T think.

nil: Till 19t10, .then.

HlV: No, no. You sec" I started the field from' 33 to about t 3S, I think-­
in the field. And from '35 I went to the Irrigation Department.
I stayed two ye~lrs. 'Yfhe.n after' 37 ~ I went to the Surveying
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Department. I think I stayed maybe one year because in 1938,
I went to the Recreation 'Department. I stayed at the Recreation
Department until 1941, when the War came. Then I transferred
because the Army took the gym. Then I went to thci Waialua Agricultural
Store. The plantation used to have a store. I was transferred
there. I stay~d there till 1946, till end of the War. After the
War, I was transferred back to the Recreation Department again.
I went back to the gym again. And I work there until 1951. After
1951, I went to my present job at the Fujioka store.

DH: When you doing irrigation, what kind of things did yOll do?

HW: Dh, those days we didn't have no automatic things, see. So you just
worked with your hoe. You let the water go in. Then to shut
it, you have to put that cane leaves. And then put the dirt on
the cane leaves to stop the water. Then you open the next one again.
Now they have all ,automatic, eh.

DB : The f] lIme j you mean?

H\V: 'fhey have the £1 ume.

DH: Never had flumes that time?

HW: Well, in the place' where I stayed didn't have no flumes.

DI1: Just ditch, then.

HW: Just ditch. Yeah.

DH: How did they control the water flowing into the ditch?

, I-IW: See, if you going to water this field, they let the water~come

down that field.

DB: From the reservoir?

HW: Yeah, well, it comes from a big ditch, eh, way up. Then every time
when you change the field, they change the ditch to water that
field. lbat's how they used to water.

DH: Thenj,n that field, you would open every line and ...

HW: No, not every line. Maybe tllree, four lines or fj,ve lines, maybe.
I f you have lots of water, then you open lTIOre. It depends on the
flow of the water. Then you have to watch till where it goes.
When it reac.hes the end, you open the next line.

DH: I see. Then you would close with the cane leaves ...

HW: rrhat' s right. And then you would put the dirt on the cane leaves.

DI-:I: 1'hen, surveying, what kind of things did you do?
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IIW: Surveyi ng? You go out and help them survey the field. Especially
a plo\\T field, eh~ Oh, that's hard job. They used to survey the
contour of the 1and., eh. How the \vater going to flow . . So they
tlsed to mark the koa stick as the surveyor reads the c.ontour of
th'e land. So the-water going to flow. l'hat kind·of jqb ..

DH: So' you have every time there was a plowed field'?

H.W: Yeah. Every time, when they plow a field, yeah? 1'hcy go out and
survey the lund,.

DtI: That's so they know which way to make the rows like that?

~IW: rrhat' s right. : rrhen wi th' the lnarker, the tractor knows how the line
going to be forlned so the water will flow.

DH: The ~~~::~ l<~_, you 'did that before irrigation?

I-IW: That' srigllt. Before irTigat:i.on.

DB: Between 1933 and' 37, \vhen you were doing field work, YOllr wages
changed (]ny?

HW: Well, when I went to the Irrigation Department from the field,
it. did change. It caIne to lllonthfy payments.

DB: ~1onthly paylllents?

HW: Yeah. I don't kno\-\] hO\\1 much the first monthly payment. I got.,
but it was better than a day's work.

DH: So you made better, then?

llW: Ycah,it was better.

DB: Then., when you wcrlt to surveying, did you get another raise?

HW: That's right.

DB: You remember about how nluc.h you was getting?

HW: ~faybe sixty dollars, I think. Lucky when you get sixty do.llars
t.hose days.

DB: Then when you went to the gym, 'you got another raise?

HW: That's right. When I went to the gym. T got a title as Athletic
Di.rector, 50· ... 1 got raise in pay, too.

DI-I: You remember how much about?

l1W: Gee, the highest I went was $125, r think. No., that time was, no.,
not $1.25. Maybe it was one hundred dollars.
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DH: Then" $125 t that \vas when you ...

HW: When I left the plantation, yeah, I was getting $125. Monthly pay.
That's in 1951. Not a week, a month.

DH: As Athletic Director, what kind of things did you do?

HW: Well, I arranged~for all the leagues. See, we used to have
another gym in Kawailoa. So I take care two side. Well, we. used to
have a worker down there, too, ~ut .... the main purpose is to fo~m

a league, to have local leagues made out of local people. l'hen
after the local leaglles are thr01.1gh, then we joined the Oahu
Plantation Athletic Association. We picked the best and go into that
league. 'That was biggest leagu,e-·-Oahu Plantation Athletic Association.
Those days were really strong, and we had good players, too, those
days.

DIl: What kind of things did you do then? What kind of sports?

HW: Oh, we had everything. We had softball leagues, basketball leagues,
baseball. We also had swimming at ~awailoa. And during the summer,
we used to have summer program for the chjldren. We take them
camping"hiking. And, oh, most everything. Every day, you know,
we used to take care the kids. Then night time, we have the leagues
for the older people at the gym. Usually basketball, yeah. We
used to have badminton. Tennis wasn't that strong those days yet.

DB: What about volleyball?

HW: Volleyball, yeah, volleyball league.

DH: The Oahu Plantatjon league was only baseball or had other sports, too?

HW: Yeah, other sports, too. Basketball ...

DB: All the sports that you had ....

HW: No, not~--later all it came on, ,but at first was basketball 'and
baseball. Later on they had volleyhall, track. They get track
meet--OPA. rrhen football--120-pound league like that. Those were the
things we used to run at the gym.

DH: The old gym is where the new gym ...

HW: That's right. You didn't know, eh, the old one?

DI-I: Mm, I \vas kind of snlall.

HW: Yeah, it was' built in 1938. I think it was in 1938. That's when
I transferred there.

DH: Then the baseba.ll games were .played where? The same field?
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HW: That's r"ight. The field right there ..

011: I heard from g)mebody that,You know, on the plantation., if you were'
a good ballplayer, then you get good job. Is t.hat trlle?

HW: That's right. Yeah, in the olden days, yeah_ See, today the
supervisors are all forJner ballpJay-ers .. I don't say a1.1., but mostly.
The supervisors tod(Jy are t.he former ballplayers. Some are already
retired. Like Cooper, like Charlie Takeda. They're 311 retired ..
Nobu Nakatsu., Mike Naga~.a, Shoine Nakatsu., Duke Fujii. rrhey're
all retired. They were all supervisors.

DH: Did the plantation go out and recruit ....

HW: No, they didn't, but, you see, e~ery time you take a championship~

the manager sends you to the other~land, and it was a treat for
the boys, eh, to play hard. They look forward for that trip: if
you take the' chanlpionship.

DB: Waialua used to win chainpionship?

HW: Oh yeah. Waialua had lots of champjons. We had lot of pictu~cs

in the gym, but I don't know where it disappeared to. y'ou see
any.of those pictures, you laugh. (Laughs)

END· or SIDE ONE
SIDE TWO

DH: Were there any' other things that you did in sports? Or what about
Christmas programs and siuff? You had to do things like that?

HW: No, Christmas progranl was handled by the plant.ation. They might
use the gym, yes, btlt other than that, plantation handles ~ that.

DH: So you ~ere only. athletics, then?

HW: That's right:.

DB: You know the sugar company league,how didjoU tr~.ve] to other
places?

Inv: We used to have a station wagon and some who owns a car takes their
own car. That's all ..

011 : Did you ever use the t rai n to go?

HW: No.. Not at all.

Of-I: rrhen you used to go allover the place?

HW: As far as W3ianae, Waimanalo. Waimanalo used to have a plantation.
IWe used to go Waimartalo, Waianae, Aiea, Ewa, Waipahu, Kahuku-­
all plantations. They all bel9nged to that athletic association.
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l\fhen I was at the gym, yes, I represent Waialu,a at the meeting.

DH: Okay. When you started working in th~ field, were you aware that
other nationalities were getting m6re than you?

HW: In pay, you mean? I don't know because we never confide~ eh, in
each other how much you get or what.

011: All the time that you were working in the plantation you stayed
at that same house?

HW: No, I moved to Mill 8 after that, whicb wasn't my horne, but
it was Cooper Tanaka's home. They had two houses, see. So I lived
in one of the hOtlSes there. rrhey had room',

'DI-I: 'fhis was when?

HW: 'That was when the lVar came, in '41 ~

DH: You used to live by yourself then?

HW: Well, one of the Tanaka brothers used to sleep in the house, too.

, DH: What kind of expenses did you have those days?

HW: Oh, expenses, only for food. And entertainment is moving picture~

that's all. No other entertainment.

DI-I: Was there another theatre besides the one that ,burned down?

HlV: In \Vaialua? Oh, that was long time ago. The smaI.L theatre., but
they break it down because the millyard was getting small so they
took over there. And then this was built.

DH:. Was that the Casino Theatre?

HW: They used to call Casino Theatre. That's right.

DH: You remember how much it was?

HVv: 'Think \vas ten cents. Something like that, anyway.

DH: About how much did food run you?

HW: FaDel w;Jsn't expensive as now, so you can live cheaply those days.
Not expensive.

DH: Aside from your plantation job, you did anything else to make
extra nloney?

HW: Nothing. No jobs was available anyway, those'days.

DH: Was the income adequate?
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lHV: Well, you have to be satsjfied with it, ell? Even if not adequate.

DB: You didn't go hungry or anything?

HW: No., no, you don't.

DH: So' your housing was cOlnpletely paid for by the plantation?

l-IW: That's right.

DH: Medical?

HW : Medical., yes, if you a plantation elnployee, you get free medica.l
those days.

011: So then your only expenses were food and~ ..

HW:' Food and entertainment, yeah.

DH: You get anything free from the plantation aside from like your housing?

HW: No ..

DH: You knew of any organizations that would exist to help people?

lIW: Not that t know of ..

DH: During' high ,schoo 1, di d you go on dates at all?

HW: Yeah, j,n my senioT year. Senior year in high school.

DH: What were dates like?

I1W: Go to the mo'vies. Go hiking up Manoa valley., that's all. Nothing
else.

011: I hcc.rrd from 3JmeOne that thos(\ days you no hold hand or somethoing.

lIW: No.

DH: Where you used to go nlovie? Out here or in town?

l-fW: No, in town because I'm jn town, eh, jn high schoo] days. l]aw:J'ii
Theatre. lVe go down with the streetca.r. No buses then. in those
days. Streetcar. Go downtown. Then you go to l·lawaij 'rheatre.
And you don't have enough money, so you don't go to eat after the
show. Just take her honlc, and you eat at the school. You don't have
no extra money, soc, so yOll cannot splurge .. YOll got to stay in your
means.

DH: Most of your dates were your fellow students?
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HW: That's right.

DH: 1'hat \vas about the only theatr.e over there that time?

HW: Th~y had Hawaii Theatre, Princess Theatre. But Hawaii Theatre
was cheaper, see. (Laughs)

DI-l: When did you get married?

HW: I got married '42, then.

DH: '42?

HW: January. December 7 was the War, eh? Yeah, 1942., January. I
remember the date, too; January 11.

DB: How did you TIlcet your wi fe?

}-IW: Oh, they used to run a store. She was there, that's why.

DH: So you met her between 1941 and 1946?

HW: No, I knew her from about 1935.

DH: When YC?u used to go to the store?

I-IW: Yeah.

DB: So ... then, 1941 through 1946., when you were working at the plantation
store?

HW: 1941 to 1946 at the store, yeah.

DH:. She was there then?

HW: No, I was working for the Waialua Planta.tion store. She was working
for her father at the other store. (Father was Fuj iaka. )

Df1: They had already bought it fro~l the plantation?

HW: Not yet. Thc'Y bought the plantntion store in 1951.

DB: So her father was 'Jnanaging the otheT store, but was under the
plantation?

HW: Well, he already gave up, and the older brother was running already,
when the War came, yeah.

DH: Who was managing the store that ,you were working in?

H\V: Ke lly Kfm.

DH: Can you tell me little bit about ·your wedding?
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HW: We had no weddings 1 mean~ elaborate wedding. We just went to
the chuTch---Waialu8 United Church. Where we got. married? (Asks
wife)

HW's wife: Yeah.

DfI: You have a Ih.oneymoon?

H~V·: No honeymoon because it was wartime.

Df-I: So Ol11y your immediate family WcJS there?

I-IW: That's right ..

Dfl: You know your first home, th:e one was at Mi 1] Camp 9. I·low .big
was that?

HW: Two- bcclroom house_

DJ-I: So you used to stay with .somebody else?

HW: Yeah. But that house was given to the Karneda family, sec. So
I got one bedroom, and the other was used by a relative of Kameda's ..

DIl: About how big W[lS the h~)use?

lIW: Oh., I say about six hundred square foot, I guess.1 eh.. rfwo-bedroom
but sma] 1 .

D11: The yard, what?

HW: Oh, no yard work because the yard too sma]l ..

Drl: What kind furnjshings had?
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HW: Nothing mnch. Rccause at that t.ime
where they used to run d restauTLlnt.
huve Tomasa Hestaural;t .

.DI-I: Where was that?

u~cd to go eat to the pl(Jce
Right nea r. They u.sod to

rIW: That's where the union hall is stand.ing now. You know the union
hall'? Where you t.urn .' the corner?

DH: Right before the store now?

fIW: That's right. Before the store, there's a-~--it was right. on t.hat
corner, sec ..

DH: l'he uni on hall; is that where they tlsed to teach jl~~5~. before?

HW: No., thj s union hall was bui J t after the restaurant was torn down.

011: \Vhat kind of· t.hings ha.d at the restaurant?



f-IW: Oh, 'riot fancy stuff. Ordinary food which you eat at. home.

DH: Was it like something like Jerry's kind or ....

HW: No; thi sis Japanese resta1lrant,. so they u.sed t~ give yo'u Japa'nese
food, which you eat at home.

DH: You Llsed t.o do your own laundry?

f-IW: No., ,my mother used to wash for TIle. 1 used to take 'em hOIne ..

01-1: YOlI had a car that time?

HW: No, no car, but if I have a way, I send 'em home.

,OJ-I: What about t:.lking ~ hath like that?

HW: We ,used. to g'o to the 'canlp bat.h where all the peap Ie go ..

DH: You remember where it was?
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11W: That bath was at the Mill
a bath there.

DH: And toilet, what?

8 camp. We used to walk over, take

HW: Toilet, you used to have the outhouse. Right in the yard.

Dll: So every hOl150 had one outhouse?

lIW: That's right. Now they don't,but. They all use their own bathroom
in the hOtlse, eh.

DI1: You remenlbcr how the clothes used to be washed, how your mother used
to w~ish clot.hes?

IiW: She used to wa sh hy hand.

Dll: Just cold water?

HW: I guess they used to boil the water.

DII: W~lshhoard.

lIW: That.'s right.

DH: Soap, what?

H\V: T'hey used to have that brown soap.

DI-I : The one big, eh?

HW: That's ~ti ght , big sqllare one.

DIi: Your second home, was it any bigger?



IIW: It must have been little bigger, yeah. Maybe hundred squar'e feet
bigger. Maybe eight hundred square feet or else seven-fifty
squa re feet. I don t t know.

DH: Was there a yard?

I-1W: No', liot Bluch. Sma II yard.

DH: AI] th-is ti.me yonI' rent was free?

HW: rrhat's l'ight.

DH: When did you "leave your second home?

HW: \Vhen the War came, they gave me C3. house in Mi.11 13.. You
know where Mill 13? Past the church~ .It's bushes now~

DI-I: By United Church of Christ?

HW: No, no. The Wai:Jlua Hong\vanji. Beyond that, yeah. They used
to have a camp. Mill 13.

DH: Where.Kazama like that used to live? .

J-IW: That' sright. The'y built some flew houses down the left side of
t he road there.. I got a house there.

DB: H'ight now th;cre's no houses., right. All broke dO\'Jn, eh?

JIW: The left side ,yeah, houses were moved to Lua Camp', W3Y down by
Farrington Highw't:l.y. Those 'houses was new _. see, so they took it
over thC'rc.. Some houses are still standing on the right side of
the road. And after that hOl.lSe I came to this house right near
where the service stat:ion is stand:ing there. They used to have those
big houses there. Supervisor's home. And they used tb have houses
rj ghti 11 front of this shopp i_ng center. 1 moved there, They suid.
they going to huild the service station, so they move us out to
here. This was 'leased by the plantat:ion at first. Actu:Jlly
it's Gilman's land hut it was leaseuby t'he piantation. So we
TIloved he re.

DB: Your third house at ~ti.ll 13. You were married then, yeah?

IHV: T just got married, yeah.

DB: What was it'? A two-bedroom?

HW: Ye~h. Two-bedroom.

DIl: Your thi rd home, did you have to pay rent?

HW~ No.

584



DH: That was free, too?

HW: Yeah. That was plantation hOllse.

DH: Ok~y. Your fourth home, you paid rent?

BW: Yes, because the' union c.ame in, eh, in 1946. After that, 'we paid.

DB: And you had a supervisor's house you said j yeah.

Inv: That's right.

DH: Was that because of your job?

HW: Job, that's right.

DB: This house, you had to pay?

HW: Oh yeah, this is owned by Gilman Estate.

D1-1: I see. It's no longer under the plantation?

HW: No.

DH: Do you remember how much rent was for the other home?

J-IW: $55 dollars (a ·month). Way bjgger than this.

DH: Oh yeah? Tha.t was inc.luding utilities and everything?

HW: No, only the hbuse rent. Big house that was. Four bedioom house.

DH: You pay a lot more for this house?

HW: Oh yeah" three tiTnes more.

OJ-I: Was thertc a time that the plantation was leasing this house,. and
so you were paying the plantation?

fIW: l'hat' s right. When we j llst nloved from the other home, we were
paying. But this house was smaller so it was cheaper than that.
Thing was $43.

DtI: Then after ]95.1, what happened? When you quit the plantation?
They still let you live there?

11W: Yeah, they let me live in that house where we were there, eh.
Then we TTIOveJ to here. And in the meantime, they gave back this to
the Gilman Estate, and we paid our rent to the Gilman Estate.

D11: So you we.re Iiving in the other house even after you qui t the
plantation?,

HW: That's right.

585



DB: And they didn't j-ack the rent up?

HW: No.

DH: Why was this?

HW: Well, I gilCSS nobody would like to rent the house. Ordinary
pc.oplc. I mean yOll have to be a supervisor." see, down there. If
theY'stay in the camp, they pay only about $25, $55. So they
let me stay there.

DB: Was it also hecause you worked for quite Gl while on the plantation?

HW: Maybe so. Yeah ..

DO: '('hen, WheT) you first. moved here., plantation W~1S ...~.

Jnv : St i ] '1 here .

DlJ: Then }8ter on they returned ...

HW: That's right ..

DB: So as soon as they returned the property, then your rent went
up.

HW: Oh yeah. 'They doubled the rent the first month already. Then
:it came up ag3:in and came up again.

DH~ When youwcre a c.hild in your parents' home, who used to
do the chores?

HW: We]I_, l was the oldest so ..... but not much chores~ ell, only feed
t h(\ chi eke n ,feed t. he d.u c k s " feed the p j gs . 'fh (oj t f S :J 11 .

DJJ: Then, after you hec3lne married, what? Who did the chores?

[JW: Of the yard like that? Well, I have to do :it" eh.

DI-I: And in the house?

. H\V: The house my wj fe used to do.

DH: When you were a chjlcl, the laundry, \vhcre was it done? In the yard?

..

HW: .No, every home used to have a wash house. That's where they
m;.lde. Tt 's not connected wi th the main house # We didn't have
water, so my father dug C1 well .. You know like the old time picture,
you see the well? That's how they used to get their water.
But drinking w(lteT,~ illy father llsed to go fetch it from the
next door -neighbor" where they have the mountain water from the
pipe. Mayhe he go twice a week, maybe three times a week.
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Drinking water. Later on, of course,~ we got a IJjpc so we didn't
'have to go get the water.

'DH: After you got'j married,- where was your laundry done?'

HW: Oh, at my home.

DH: Was it a wash house, too?

11~V: No, then you have a. wash h01ls'e conne cted to the house, eh. It was
done like that. But then) already we had washing machine those
days"

DH: When you were small, what kind of foods you used to eat?

HW: You see, my m'other is franl Japan. So naturally they feed us
Japanese' food. Seldom we eat American food .

. IJf-I: Can yOll renlelllhel' what kj nd of things?

HW: She used to fry akule, aku., and Japanese style; cooking with
shoyu and sugar .-----·-VegetabTes and Ii tt Ie meat inside, or chic.ken.
A~we.11., we didn't ha.ve bread. rfhat' s far out in the country.
So we eat rice from the morning like the Japanese do with miso
soup. Nothing fancy, but was alright. --

DH: What kind of things did you eat a.t the .Japa.nese boarding school?

HW: Same like hbme. Only thing they cdok in large quantities to feed
all the guys. Same kind. Rice again from morning.

DH: What did .they give you folks for the home lunch?

HW: Rice ba.llwith ume inside .. 'fhat's all.

Df!: Then after the bus started and you started gOIng from home, you
used to eat in the cafeteria?

HW: No. We used to still bring lunch from home.

DB: What kind of things you used to bring?

HW: Rice hall, too. Those days school lunch was five cents, you know.
But if you get two, three brothers and sisters going, you can't
afford fifteen, twenty cents, eh. That was hard t was. For the
parent $., I mean.

DH: You remember what kind of stuff they used to serve in school?

HW: I don't because I never did go and eat.. 1 kno'w they used to have·
lots of pork and beans and maybe ground beef ...
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Df-I: Then, when you went to Mid··Pac .... "

HW: Then r started to eat American food, because they feed American
food. That's where I learned how to eat Jot of things which I
didn't have at home. At first it was hard, but I got used to
eat. When you get hungry, you eat anything, yeah.

So you started wi th the breakfast. 'l'hey give you toast., chocolate ~

in the morning, and cereal, and maybe some fruits. And lunch they
give you, not too heavy but, maybe spaghetti or something like
that with milk. But I don't drink milk, so I didn't drink milk.

DH: Then dinner time?

HW: Dinner they give you heavier., solid foods. Of cou'rse we don 't
get steaks and '.~~. ~ine_, bllt w~ had enollgh tp eat.

DB: Are there any foods that you no longer eat today that yOll used to
eat when yOLl were slnall? Stuff that, well, maybe you 'don't make
any m~~ or you don't find in the store.

HW: We] l, you see, the cooking has c.hang·ed wi th the .~_!:seis... So,
of course, like our home, well, .we eat Japanese food mostly. Bllt
when my mother was cooking, we used to eat lot of Japanese food~

Since my mother is not with me, the Eisei~. cook different. More
to American style.

DB: You can remember any kind of dishes that your mother used to ·make
that you dOh't eat now?

HW: Yeah. What they made is lot of vegetables with little chicken
or ... ~well, my mother didn't eat meat, see. So' she usually
used chicken. You don't eat that often, now.

DH: You remember what it was called?

HW: ~~.go~~.

DH: She didn't eat meats, then? Is that because her r~ligion?'

HlV: No. She didn't just like TIlcat and pork. She didn't eat pork
either. So we seldom eat pork and meat because she didn't like.
Well, once in a while we used to get meat, but not often.

DH: Fish, what?

J:IW: Fish she like, so we usually get more fish than other things.

D11: Can you relnernber the names of ·any other dishes that ...

HW: That we don't eat? No, I think that's about the only thing we
don't eat now.

DII: When you were young, where did your parents get mo'st of the food?
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l-JW: lVe used to have thot truck salesman, you kncHv. He used to come
around.

1)1--1: You remember who was?

~IW: J don't because that's long time ago.

DB: 'rhen what stuff she used t.o buy from the truc.k salesman?

·I-IW: We] I, fish, meat, pork, canned goods, and the Japanese foods
which they had in the truck. Jllst like today.t th.cy have salesman
going with the truck, eh.

DB: What a.bout vegetables and stuff?

HW: VegetabJes, yeah.

D11: Used to blly that, too?

HW: Buy that. Some we raised.

DIl: Like what kind?

llW: Onions. Easy thing, yeah. Eggplant. And daikon.

DB: You used to raise chickens?

HW: Yeah. Chickens, ducks, pigs.

DB: \Vhat diJ you do with the pig?

~1W: They rai sed to se 11, pi gs . Because we don't ki 11 ....

DI-I: .The· duc.ks, t.hey used to sell that., too?

I·rw: No, the duck eggs we used to sell.

011: Sell it fresh?

I-1W: That's right. The on ly pcop 1e used to eat duc.k those days were
Chinese. JapHnese don't eat: <1uck those Jays. Chickens" yes"
they eat.

DH: The chickens \vas for hOlTIe use?

I1W: And egg, sell the eggs.

DB: You folks had lot of chickens and ducks then?

HVv: 'rhat' 5 right.

DJI: You Tcmembe-r how ffillCh sonlC of the foods cost?
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HW: Those days? Gee, I don't know because I don't buy, eh. My
lnother did all the buying, so ..

DH: When you got married, where did most of your food corne from?

IiW: Store_.

DH: You didn't raise any of...

HW: No. No time for raise.

DH: You remember then how much certain stuff used to cost?

HW: Oh, way cheaper than now. I can tell yoti that. Yeah, fish like
that---akule like that, maybe you get five for half a dollar, eh ..
Really cheap.

HW: That's right. And ~~kl~ was ,maybe abollt ten cents a pound, eh.

DB: The whole aku?

llW: ·No, the---well" if you make it into fillet, I think the whole aku·
like that was about quarter, ,I think, or twenty cents. Now, whole
aku like that cost yOll.ten dollars.

DB: When you started working at the plantation store, you can remember
how rnuch s'oine stuff used to cost?

HW: Some things. I was in the wareh6use but I can remember some things.

DH: This is what, '40, '41, about?

HW: Yeah, '41. Dry shrimp was about ten cents a pound, I think.
Bag of rice was maybe three dollars.

DH: 11undred-pound bag?

HW: Yeah. Well, you have to get it cheap because your pay was small.
Otherwise you can't afford.

DB: Asa c,hild, what kind of things you used to do when you used to
play?
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HW: Oh, we had' lots of garnes, eh, like Nika-baby.
~.ik~-baby?

DH: lbat durham bag?

You know that?

I-IW: Yeuh,d·~lrham bag. And string ball, you know. You make your ball
out of the. string tied over and over. We used to pI ay that.
Instead of baseball, we played string ball. That's what they used
to call, see.



DH: I-Iow you hold the string togethe.r?

HW: You just tie 'em up'. No cover at all.

DIl: No come apart?

fHV: No. And in the end may.be you put the plaster, eh .. 'That's the only
kino you can afford. Ano that's what we make out of the real

'skin b(J]l. See, you take the cover off~ and then---se~, the real
skin ball is hard. So if you tie it up again" it won't be too
h3 rd. Even yOll get c.igar, it won't hurt.. 'Those were the
popular ones, eh.

Peewee. You hit the wood Itke that, and then you hit 'em with the--­
yOll hi t so TIlany times that the more you hi t" when that thing
was in the air, you get more points.
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nB: I-low that go?

flW: You see the stick. You put it like this. Then you hit it in the
end.. 'fhe thing flies up, eh. And the more you touch, ,the more
points you get. And the farther you hjt that thing, you get more
points. 1'hat was popul ar. And playing rnarble ~ We 11, those
were the things we used to play \vhcn we were srnal1. And w.e were
living near the beach, so we used to go fishing a lot. Diving,
fishing.

DB: Lot of fish those days?

HW: Oh yeah. Those days, lot of flsh. But now they have aqualung.'
No fish around the shore now. 'rhose days they had lot of fish
near the shore.

DH: You heard one stuff called Psenda"?

11W: "Senda"?

DII: You know the Pride of India'? That tree, Pride of India.

IIW:. I don't kno\v.

DlI: Cet the green ...

IHV: Oh yeah, the green fruit, just like,eh'?

DB: Yeah, come one bune,h. You guys used to pIClY \vith that?

IIW: lVe didn't play that. Yeah. Some of them used to play ..

DB: Shoot 'em with slingshot.

I-IW': Yeah. Well, we didn't play with that because it's dangerous, eh.

DII: You eve r used to get into cia kine when you were sma] 1, da kine



gang fight like that?

HW: No such thing .. We used to go a lot of camping, though. Down the
beach during the summer. Had lot of .fun.

DH: As you grew older, you used to do the same things?

592

HW: No. You see, I didn't have the time to do that.
at the g.ym, yes, I used to take the kids camping.
that, no time.

When I was working
But after

DH: High school d~ys, what .... you used to do?
I

HW: High school days, we didn't go camping.

DH: What you used to .do intermediate, high school?

HW: Oh, those days, we used to ~o camping. Intermediate time.

DH: Y6u used to 'play sports like that?

HW: Yeah, I learned how to play baseball and basketball in high
school.

Df!: Mid'~Pac?

HW: ~1i d·- Pac.

DH: Before then, no?

HW: No. Well, only string ball.

DH: Is that same as baseball, the rules?

f-IW: Yeah, the rules are same. Only thing it's shorter because we
were smull. Basketball, we can't play those days because we get
no ·basket.. (L3Ughs)

Dt-I: 1'he string ball is overhand pit.ch?

HW: That's right; all overhand. Get u1l1pire like in baseball .. The
rules are same. Three strikes.

DH: When you were at Mid-Pac, the baseball that you played, that was
for the school?

HW: I played for the school, yeah ..

DH: Was it organized?

HW: Yeah, you.play at interscholastic.

DH: What other schools you used to play?

HW: Oh, we used to play Leilehua, Roosevelt, Kam. I wonder if we



played McKinley, no. See, the bigger schools play with 'the
bigger team. They have their own league.

Dff: O~l-, at that tinle had Roosevelt like that, too?

IIW: Yeah. We played Roosevelt, Leilehua. We used to cOlne out Leilehua
.toplay.

DB: How,did you folks travel to the other schools?

HW: They used to have a small bus. rl'ake us with the bus.

DB: Then what were the big schools?

J-IW: Big schools played with the bigger schools. Like McKinley,
Punahou. Punahou, well, they used to have two teams. So the
second team we p.1aycd, but not the first teaIll.

DlI: At that time, how Inany public schools ha'd?

HW: Had McKinley, Roosevelt. Farrington wasn't there yet.

DB: Leilehua?

J-IW: Leilehua was, yeah. 'fhat was all, eh. Kamehameha is all private.
PunaholJ, pr'ivate; St. LOllis , private.

DlI: IJad T01 ani 'that time?

HW: Yeah. 'fhey had Iolani. Iolani is private, too ..

DB: When you were married, what did you do in YOlIT spare tim~e?

HW: Oh, J used to handle the Waialua baseball team.

DB: The h.igh .schoo]?

IIW: No, the senj or ] cague. I hand leu the tCdm for

DI1: One team or ....

fnv: One team .. The senior'team, the one plays .Ill the rural' ()ahu .Japanese
l~'\()gue.

DH: tl'here was OIl] Y ()ne team froln Wa.i (1] ua?

HW: That's.rjght. That was in the senior league. But they had
junior league, too.

DH: Ilocal ....

HW: Yeah, yeah .. Not only local, but they had junior league, Oahu
junior' league.
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DB: How many tealns had in the .jllnior league?

I-IW: Waialua, Ewa, Waipahu, Aiea.

DB: But Wuialua only had one team?

HW: Yeah, I think one team, we h(Jd.

DII: So was it the sanle way as the men's league, the one ...

H\'/: That's right.

DI-I: So they play among {the other I.e.agnes) ...

HW: Among (the other leagues) ...

END OF INTERVIEW
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ORAL HISTORY INTEF~VIEW

with

Hagime "Gcmdlli" Warashina (HW)

AUgllSt 20, 1976

Waialua, Hawaii

BY : Dale I-Iayashi (DrI)

DH: ]'}lis 1S an iIlterview with "Ga11(lhi"lVarashilla .011 August 20, 1976 at
7: 20 p.nl. YOll blOW, wIlen yOll \vOTe yotmg at Kawaihapai, when
anyl)ody got sick 1~hat d.id you do?

HW: We have to call tIle doctor. I;rom Haleiwa.

DH: Do you remember who it ,vas?

HW: First \vas the Dr. Ichinoi. That's all I remenlber. rn1en after that,
\\Tas sornebod)l else, btlt I forgot the name, now. rn1en. Itr. fvliyasaki
later. That's the OIlly two doctors I l"emember.

DH: ]11e)'r '\lcre frOII1 r-Ialeiwa?

1M: Yeah. rrlle same place Il0\v.

DH: M1ere Dr. Miyasaki is?

HW: Yeah. Slle use to be an old buildiIlg there. fIe. rebuild,. eh.

11-1: So Dr. Miyasaki l~as the third doctor? From the time you were h.ere?

1M: I t]1ink so. I don.' t know befoI"e that. I don't know who was theI"c.

I)J-I: I-J01'{ did he conIC? l\Titll car 1 ike that?

f-lltV: Yea}). lJoctors lla.d C3.r, ell, tllose days?

DrI: (C11tICkles). Did you go to any 110spitals or clinics?

11\\': ~ly t inlc, n.o.. If lve 11ad to go to 110Spital, lvC had to go in to\ffi.

D11: 'VI10 l)aid for your med.ical eX])eIlse?

I1lV : YOttl' Olm..·

DH: 11le Oahu I{ailwa)r dillll' t pay for anythiIlg?

HW: For nly· fathcr~, yes. Blit not fOI~ the family.

111: Wh.ell you started workil1g for the plantatioll .....
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HW: Yeah. Tllat was 1933.

DH: Your rnedicalwas free, right?

HW: . 'That's right.

DI-I: .Were YOllr cllildren born at home or at hospital?

HV: lVaiallla I~ospital.. All three of tlleln.

DH: You remenber an)r kind of folk mediciJleS that '\Tere used b'efore?
~~ot prescribed by doctor but jllst, say, maybe eat gua.va leaf
for sometlling wIlen you get diarrhea and stuff like that. Any
kind.?

HW: C1lee, boy. Th~ only thing I relnembeJ" is for kich1ey, we use to
drink tllcl t medicine made out of lobster shell. You crack the shell.
You boil that and yOtl drink that.

DI-I: For tIle kidney?

HW: Yeall.. You see, I ha.d kidney trollble whell I was Se\rellth .grs.de.'

DI-I: Did that thing help?

I-llV: . Well, it helJ) to certain extent. 'But wIlen. it gets worse, yOll }lave
to go to tIle eloctor. 111en, mire did11' t lvOTk too well. ,So I went
to flonolultl KlIH.kini Hospital for two montllS.

DI-I: You dOll't relnember any other kind of stuff that they use to use?

HW: Medicine 't No, not that I know 0 f .

D1I: YOll·relnember how much the hospital like that cost?

1rw: I don't remelnl)er. My parents paid for it.

IJI~: 1\Tcl1, lvhat di(1you. J1ave? Infectioll or somethillg?

1M: YOtl sec, the poison from tIle kitlney werlt all o'ver tllC body. And
I got swolleJl, see'. Ihat' S lvllat you get lv}len you get kidney trouble.
You come blilld, too. I lvas blind for OIle week. See, the poison
goes arotn1<1 the body. TIlat' s what tIley' told me. Took me tlvO montlls ..

DI-I: You were blind for OIle week?

HW: Yeall. Couldn't see at all. In fact, I was in a coma for one week.

DH: all, \vas bad then.

HW: Yeal1. Bad.

DI-I: And lvllat· did. they do? TIley ·.~perated on you or sornetlling?

HW: No 0l)Cration. YOlI see, actually, they carmot operate because the
siooless is from kidney, bllt it's not where YOllcan operate and get
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it fix.eel. 111e 0111y tllirig is yell got to rest cUld. )rOll got to
drink. lot of milk, water to help get the poison away~

DH: After tI1at,yOtl had any trouble with your kidrley?

1M: . No, I diem't" Bllt in later years, see, it affected ID)T eyes.

Dr-I: ·YOlI ha\re hard tinle SeeiJlg like tllat/?

I-IW: Yea}l. YOll knO\V' , )TOU. get sonlC kiI1Cl of ClOlld before your eyes.
r:afl1tot see clearly. So I took meclicine to clear tllat.

DH: l\t1iell did you get you first car?

HI\': ()}l, nlustbe about· t 43"

Df-I: You. T'crnenllJer abollt 110w Illuch cos t?

Inv: T'}lOSC d.a.ys? IJittle over th.ollsal1cl, I tllil1k"

DI·I: Where did )TOll blT)r )rOtlr car?

fIW: Service Motor ..

DI-I: In.at t s the sanle. place where tIley ar-ellolv-? Senrice Motors? Wal1ialva?

I·nv: Yea}l, tllat's rigJlt.

f!W: BraIld nClv (~hevrolet..

DI-I: l\las tIle Service ~lotors called Waialua Gar.age before?

IIW: lVhell tIley '\Tere loc3.ted in flaleilva, yeall. Waialua l~a.ra.ge. Then
wIlerl tIley lno\rccl to lVall.iawa, they' cI1~]i.ge the Ilanle to Service ,Motor ..

1M: t·.Ica.r the Lilillok.al<lJli rln,,,,·,,.l,,
\../1 H ....l .L \....11 • R~igllt I.n front. 1'11:1.[ WdS tlle garclge.

I)l-} : .Abou t \vhe.TC 1"1atSlunoto StoTe is 110\\-?

I·n~l: l'hat 's Tigllt. IZig}1t arOllT1d there, yea]l.

DII: lVas )TOIJY car v·elY llSeful?

DH: So after tllat, you did Inost of YOllr traveling wit}l yoU1'" car?

1M: Yeall. I ltsed the car nlost of tIle time.

DII: YOlI stated. ill tIle otllcr tape that ·YOlI ]1ad relatives ill Jap311, ell?
You' llsccl to cOl11lnlUlicate with tllC~Ji before'?



H\V: I didIl't. !'tty parellts did.

DrI: By mail?

HW: oBy mail.

DH: 0 III t}lose (lays, ho,~ o(lid you f ill(l out ab'out thinogs happening?
Like maybe, the llilited States?

HW: Newspapel~ . That 's the onIy way.

DH: How many newspa.pers had that time?

HW: TIley had Star Bulletin and Adverstiser, but siIlce my parellts were
Japanese,"tli.ey use to take JapaJlese paper. Hawaii Hochi and Hawaii
Times.

DH: How dido you. filld. out about things haIJpening in t11e conmtmity?

I-IW: Well, you hear fI'OJll people. 1'}lat' s the DIlly \va)r. Or announcement
.in tllC TIlovie tl1eatre. What they going to have, yeah. That's all.
(Laug11s)

DH: ~fostly b'ytalkinog?

H\~: rralking.

DI-I : Were there many crimes before?

HW: OLIr days?

DI-I: Yeah.

HW: Very few. Very few.

DI1: Wllat kinod of crimes were there nlostly?

HW: Chee, wh.en I ,vas YOlIng, w]lat I see ill tIle papel~s, tlla.t' s the only
CJ'ilne I see happen ill I-Ionolulu. Rol)berv. like t}lat 8 ]~hat 's the
only kiIld criJne tInt you read. Bllt in the cOlUltry, you don't see
it.

DH: So, arotmd llel"e 'Alas very few?

I-n\T: l)}l, hardly an)' had.

Dli: YOlI rememboer the Ftlkunaga murd.er case?

HW: Yeah, I do. That's through newspapers I ....

DH: lIe was from out here, right ,. originally, the family?

HW: Yeal1. PineapI)Ie canll) , eh. Ihat was famous. They even made a
sOllg, ell .. Made out of that ....
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I)H ~ t-I01,," (lid )'011 feel abouttllat?

I·IW: Cl1ee, at tllat time I ,,,as yOtlllg, so I don't know actualiy if he
was guilty or not guilty.

DI-I: y'Oll lvCI'C kirlc.:l of' young then._ YOlI ·kJIOW 110W sonte peOI)le ill the
COnlflllJIlity fel t al)Ollt this? rvlr.l)rbe y'0111- pa~rellt~3,. 110\v d.id .tIley feel?

IHV: Ilaren.ts, I gtleSs, pity tl'le [Joy', ell.. 'c'lluse l1e\va.s sentellced to
d.ea.th.'1 Sec, lvell, theparellts' case, tIley tlliJlk of his parents.
fIcn~r do tIley feel 'I So n.a.tllrally, tIley feel sorry for' the ,parents.

DI-I: III YOllr scllool days or YOUl" clatillg like tllat, did YOllr' parents
e1i'eI)~ (li'aal)pI~o,re of ,,,T}1at YOll did.?

I-nV: I\.t h.igll seh.ool? No.

Inv : Ye·a11 •

IJI'f: l\~lat about YOllr \vark? PlaIltatiol1.

t~v: I)i<1 tI1CY approve?

DI-I: lv1ftm.

i-iV/: 'VeIl, iI~. those days, rlO job exceI)t th.e plantation. So you 11ad to
\,,;oTk ill tlle IJlaIltatioTl.

I)l·I: \\Then )'OU ,~ere yOUllg, 'what you \vanted. to be lv}leJl YOlI grew up?

I'nv: Cllee, no idea.

Dll: Oh, )rou <.iidJ.1't really t}link tl1at yOll w<:mted to lJe sonlething?

I-f\V No.. 'Vi tl1 our I)a.ren.ts' income, y"Oll CanJlot tllill1< of ''lllat you wa.nt
to IJC' calIse they' CU11J10t <Ifford. 'rhose cla)Ts, you 'll1Cky if )'OU can
go to hig11 school. No,·], fligIl schoo1 is nothing, ell. E'verybody go
to tIIL~_versity. "Illose days, eVeJl [rig11 SCll001, they llau. 11arcl tilne.
~Ifost of Ollr classnlates got tllrougll niJltll grade, tllc)r lvCllt to l\fork ..
r~J:.lny· of tllCJ11. 17e\v l\ierlt to hi.gh school. lIard tinle tllose days.

DrI: YOll h,ad 3n)r killcl COllfl i ct with )rOttr parellts?

I-fiV: :No conflict.

1)1·1: VVl1en }I"O~l $tartecl on. th.e l)laJltation, }rOll guys ~had It-uIas?

DH: IIO\\T "iras he?

1M: rrhos(;'1 day's, 011, t.hose <lays, tl1e lunas were meml.
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DIl: You remenlber lAl110 he "vas?

HW: 011, Tve Ilatl so many, so I don't remember. Practic~11y~ eveij.rday you
get differerlt Itma.. See, evel)'day is not the SaIne job you get .
.'roday you might go ·lianawa·i. Next day )rou might go Cllt grass .
.Following day you might. go poison. So actually, you don't stay with
one ltin.a'l

DH: I-Iow did he treat tIle wOl"kers like that?

HW: all, ill tIlose clays, t.hJ~ It.mas get tIle upper hand., ell. No union.
Well, you have to lvork,--:ulat's all.

DH: Did. they' Ilave a.I1Y ca.se \\Tllere tIle ·ltin.a would hit somebody?

HW: I didn't see any, tIIOllgJl.

Dfl: "WIlat about wIlen' you went to the irrigation? How was the luna there?

lrw: Oh, nlY b·oss was ~ ~ ~ ~nice;r

DrI: WI10 was that?

l-IW : Mr • Slla.lv ..

DI-I: S-H-A··W?

I-IW: Yeall.

DI-I: And }1e treated )rOtl good?

HW: Oh. yeah .. He '~lS a well educated man ..

Dlf: Do you think that it was a goodicl.ea to have racially segregated
camps? YOll know, like before time used to be ~Jclpanese camp like
tllat. Filipil10 c~m1p. Spanish camp over there.

HW: It was like tl'rIt when I came to Waiallla?

Df-I: YOlI think tllat \vas a good idea?

HW: Well, YOlllla..ve to take it, that's a.ll. Because the plantation
diel it.

Ilf: 'YOlI think that llad any bad sides to that?

HW: lVell, in tllose days, even )TOU live ill a certain carnp, there's n.o
Sl.lC}l thing as you fig}lt with another camp. Becausetlley work
togethel',. see. So tIle hannony wa.s thel~e II You play sports together,
.eh~. Play with all llationality. You don't get no trouble. Even
tIley live like that, but wIlen they come to sports, they all in one.

DI-I: 011, you nleal1., all the baseball stuff like tllat was all ...•



I-n'V: '[eall.

DI-I: Just plantat.ion teams?

HW: .Yeall. Of course ,we use to' }lave racial temllS • Basketball, like
tllat. . But ill ol'der to pick the best team, they have to have a.
loc<ll leagtle. TIlat 's 'vhy )rOl.l call local leagtlC 9 1ney. pick the
best o-f tIle leagt.le teams to make Olle plaIltation team.. So t11ey
pla)T togt:tllel~. Regardless of ho\vhard they play aga.inst each other
duri11g tIle local leagtle, 'vIlell tIley COIne to one' teaIJl, for the
plarltation,tlley all play for tIle plantatioIl. So eVe]1 they live
sepa'rate!y like that, I don 't thillk that have any eff·ect. They had
good will fOT each other.

DH: TIle otller tape, I asked you abollt pa)T like tlla.t; if you knC\v' that
somebody lvas getting more than )'"()u. You said yOll clidll't talk
about that~.kind.. sttlff. Was that typical of all the other 'workers?

Inv: I guess so.

DT-I: Or:is it yOllrself?

I-nv: vVell, I dicln.' t ca.re 110\'/ JJlUC}1 tIle ot11crguy got. Ilik.e now, you kno\v
hOl" J11l1cll, because by t]1C grades. Btlt tllose days, th.ere' S 110 SU.C}l

tllil1g as grad.c.· YOlI get pclid .fOI~ wl1at YOll do. 1)()csn't'go by grade.
111cse days., tlley all go by grade regardless. You kll0W wllat kind of
,york YOll clo.

}JI-11 lVou..Ld )TOU' ~;(J.y tllat most people thatyou blew, tIley didIl't 'ask
people how Jl1l1Ch they made?

HW: No. 'flley didll' t care, I guess.

DIl: IJid you h.ave cmybody that yOll used to think ,vas outstandi!lg?

IIW: Yeall.. lvfr. 'fa.saki.

1)[-1: ]lasakj'? Is l1e still alive, too?

rnv: No. fie's gOlle.

lnv: \\'ell:- he was TIlostl)T iIlterested ill s!)orts, sec. So lle usually llead.
the spo"rt. Japa.IleSe baseball. I-lis son still li,res her'e. fIe's
retired 1101v.

Dfl: ()ll yeall. . I~eJneJllbeT, 'YOtl lveI'e sayillg about )'Ol.IT Slunmer flUI progl'aIIl
tha t )'Oll llscd to rlUl? Call yOll give me an id.ea. of \vhat it was like?
'{Ot] t\V"o gllYS llsed to go eveT'yday somepla.ce, you would take them
(C11iltlre11) ?

IIW: y"eah, l"C ta.ke 'ern Wainlea Je'alls tI live take 'enl WO.y tIp pick mountain
.apples. rrh<lt 's !)art of swmnel" progrmn. .Al1d ca.rnp.
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DE-I: I-Iolll 1011g did th.e progr'cuTI I1.tll?

HW: All thrOtlgh Sllll1Iller.

DH: TIle l\lh.ole three months?' Was the enrollment strictly from plaIltation
. kids or from•...

HW: .All members of the Association regardless of wllere you work.
Because laJe had lltenlb·ers ••. you see, t11ey·. belo11g to the WM. Waialua
Atllletic Assoc.iati011e And you can belollg to tllatassociation. even
you clon't wOI"k for tIle plantatiol1. So tlleir childrell all can come
to tIle gym. So it wasIl' t only strictly for plantation people.

DH: If YOll \\rork all theplantatioll, you autoTIlatical1y part of the W...

til\': No. Some' of t11em do 110t b'elong to the WAA, because you have to
pay dlles.

DH: Oh. TIlen you cannot come (i. e. participate in. t11e SlDTDner program)?

tIW": Yeah, tIlat 's right. But most ofth.eITI are belong to the Association.
TIle dues were cheap, eh, those days. Shee, how much? I forgot
already.

D11: VJl1at else kind s tuff you. used to do? Where you used to take the kids
like t11at?

I-IW: Qh, lv]1el1 we Cl011' t go out on. field- trips, we play games at the
gym O)~ Oll.t.side 011 the athletic field.

DI-I: And how would. you transport all tIle kids to the different· ... '

HW: OJ1, the . plantation used to lend us trucks.

DH: The kids that came to the slmuner fun, did they }lave to pay any kind
of due?

fIW: No. .As lOIlg as tIley belollg to tIle Association. 111e parellts IJelong
to tJ-le Association, was free .. But they bring their OMl lunch.
TIlat 's all ~

Ill: YOlI grad1.1ated lv]lat year was?

HW: 1'.1id.-Pacific C? 1933.

00: So l"]1eJl y'OU started working, that was just l)efo.re the Depression?

HW: Oh, that's Depression already, ell. Oh, you can hardly find work
those day·s. You can get a job, you were lucky.

DfI: YOll recall. any' strikes abolJ.t 'tIle Depression time?

I--IW: During th.e DeI)ression, no more strike. No strike.

DI-I: I-Iow were you affected by the Depression.?'

tIW: Can't get a. job, so we have to work for the }iantation.
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DH: Was yOttT family affected?

HW: Well, my father had a job rigllt through, so actually, didn't
affect us as much as the others .. We live in the COtnltry; you

. no need fancy stuff.

DH: . IVa5 tIlat partly 'cause you folks used to raise a lot of your own .
food like that?
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J-rw:
nll.
~.1J..

HW:

DH:

HW:

DI-I:

'Tllat's rigllt.

Do y'ou t]lil1k t11at tIle Depression affected the commtmity 'as a whole
pretty much?

I don't think so.

I lleard ·'.from SOlneOJle tllat he thought the Waiallla.-I-Ia.leiwa community
as a \4Jhole \\iasn' t affected too much by the Depression. r~ot like
Mainland.

Ohyecl}l. Mainland was affected by tIle Depression. But in the
COtrrltry, you can hardly tell if it's a depression or not.

Was the IiaJltation affected? IJid they haveto layoff some people
like tllat?

DH:

HW: No. Anybod.y \vC111ted to lvork for tIle J,]al'}tatioll .t}10se days,. can get
a job~ RigJlt 110\'1, you canno,t, ell, tlllless they llire YOll. ' TI10se
days, as 'long as yOllapplyand pass your pllysical, you get a job
because they needed the man ill tIle field. Not mechanize as it
is toclay.. All was manttal lab·or.

Did you }lear anything abolrt dtmrping of molasses in. the~ ocean
by tIle plantation (during) Depression time?

HW: I' dOI1't krlow. Because I didn't \\lork in the field.

(Siren'in background)

ill: Yotl worked five· years in the field, eh?

·HW: Yeah •

. J1-I: Duril1g ·those five y'ears, did. tIle plantation start tlsillg mecllanical
things? Planters . Mayb~ loaders. 1'ractors.

I-n~:· Oh, those, they had. Planters, like tllat, they had.

DI-I: You know of aIlyone tllat was ptlt out of work because of a machine?

HW: No.

DI-I: What 1\rould h.appen like if, say, crop loading machines. The loadil1g
JnaCllilles, like that, and cane cutters came about 1937, eh. Arotmd
there.



DI-I : Yeall.

1M: Not' tllclt ea.rl)T., '37, they were still usi!1g cane knife.

JJI-I: Q\rer 11ere? When', let t s say a machirle came and took. over YOllY

j011, lvhat would tllel)laIltation do to tIle l\TorkeI"S that didn't have
jobs?

1M: O}" tllCY Pl.lt tllenl in ctnotller department.. They didn't layoff
311yl)ody l)eCatlSe of tIle rnecl1allizatioll. As of today, as long as tIley
l1rl.ve JneCllalliz3.tion, tlle \varker retired, they dOll' t hire anybody.
So tlle)T don't have' to lcly off 3Jlybody. TIla,t 's how they control
tl1eir lalJorers IIOl\[ ..

DH: IJid the 111an.tatron train th.e workers to operate tIle l11aclli11es?
Lil~e ifYOl.l 'vel~e lvorking l1arvestirlg cane, say, alld tllen you got
a cane ·loader or sometllirlg. Wat.llel th.e plcLntation train you to
o!Jerate that pT did they train somebody else?

fIW: 011. lVell, my time, they didJ1't ha\Te tllat loader·like that.
Bttt, I guess, tlley do n.Ol".) thOllg]l. 'fhey train. If )TOU not
farnilia.r witll the' job, they train YOlI. OtheI'wise, 'you can't
elo tIle jab' ..

J)11: l\lhere \~Jel"e' YOll '\Th,en tIle Japa,nese attacked I'earl l-Iarbor?

f-ilV: I "vas workillg ill tIle gynl.

Dl-I: Was there ally (lamage to y'our family?

1M; No.

DI-I: C;,Ul YOll r'ecall tIle con.ditions tha.t existed immediately after tIle
bOlTlllin.g? .

I-UV: Blackotlt .. 111at's t11c only thi11g I lalO\';-.

1)1-1: 1\11at clbotlt like cllrfel\Ts? fIad cllrfews like tllat?

I·nv: Stlre. (;~lJln.ot leav"e tl'le llollse a.ftc}· da.rk.

Dli: '{au kl10'V' o:f 3.Il)rlJociy lv"llo got call~~llt f'or leaving tIle ]louse like that?

I-{w": t~o.

DI-I: Was 11rett)r strict, but?

1-1\\1: Yeall. Milital)T tool( over.

DI-I: Arlyt11ing else besides b·la.ckouts and curfews?

1IW: No I'ccrcatic)Jl. Night tinle.
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DH: l\1l1at abotlt dttring tIle day?

HW: DuI'ing the day, the rotltine didn't change.. You. jllst go to work ..
That's all.

DH: You had an)r friends that wel~e illterned or relocated?

HW: Sam Nishimtlra. I-Ie 'vas interned..

DH: I-Iow long did tile conditions last, the b'lackout?

HW: t 42 . ' 43" . 1he blackout .lasted about two or three years e

.DI-I: So all during tJ1at time, no night life at all the'n?

HW: No.

DH: Howd.id tIle cOlTmtmi ty as a whole react to the b'ombing, li~e;

of Peal"1 'Harbor'? .

HW: Well, I guess they figtlre it couldn't be helped..

DH: I-Iow d.id your family feel? YouI· parents?

ill\[: l11C)' feel the same, I guess. Coulchl't be llelped. Just happened.
They'" d.i(111 f t know anything.. about it until it happelled·.

DI-f: I)id people of otller races tI'eat you (lifferelltly because of the
~'o:mbing alltl because you were Japanese?

I-Wl: In tOlm, mayb'e they did. I dOJ1't know.

DH: Did the b'ombing and theWal" affect your personal life in any
way? '

HW: Well, it took our recreatlio11 away'".

DH: Did they also slow down on your recreation during the day, too?
TI1e leagues that ...

I-fl\T: I'hat' 5 rigllt. Tllat lvas all StlSpCJlded. And tIley ha\re no inter­
plalltation. Irl fact, it wa.s st,opped.

DH: TIlat's lvllcn )rou ''Jere. traJlsferred, right, frOTIl tIle gyJn?

HJV: Yea]1, I came to tIle store. (Pldntation store run by Fuj ioka and Sons")

DH: !)id the military take over the gym?

1M: That's rigl1t.

DH: Oh, they. (lid. lVj~at did they cIa with it?
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HV{: '111ey· use t}lat for tlleir 0\"11 recreatioll.

DH: Did tl18 large numb·er of military people affect yOll folks in any
way'?

HW: ~!o. lVe 11ad so mallY tro·f;>ps stationed here.. It helped the business,
thougll.

DI-I: l)icl it 11elp, like, tl1e store you were working? 1bat was the
plcultation stoI-e, ell?

HW: T'hat's right. It did. Because tlleyhave lot of soldiers arotmd,
so tIley sold ffiaJ1Y tllings,. e11.

DI-J: I-Iow did you feel alJout. all tIle soldiers in there?

fIW: I tllOU.ght ,vas gooct.. TI1e)r protected· you, eh.

DJ-I: Ilow abOtlt t11e connnunity?

f-ll\f: ·Yeall~ tIley felt t11e same way, too.

DH: YOll particip.ated a11Y kind of volttnteer lv-ork like tllat?

lUV: Yeah.. After lvork, we tra.iIl as soldiers. We go ill tIle park, marc}l.
1'hat"T,3S required, ell.. All tl~ yotmg bJUyS.

I>I-I: YOll ,t/CTC ftlarriccl tJ1at tiJne?

HW: \~carl, I \~tas. I got married ill '42. 'Rig}lt after th.e bOlnbing.
011C JnontIl about" .

D~I: You kIlOW the anny ,draft, if you l~ere ma.rried, they didn't take you
as· a whole?

HW: 1'b.ey too·k some, tllQu.gh, wIlerl you voltmteeT. Bllt TIIOSt, tIley took
the siIIg.les.

1)1-J: l'h.el'e wa.S ga.s rationing like t11a.t, yeall?

I-fiV: . Yeall. Food wasn't ratioJletl, btlt. gas was.

DI I: 11i,.1 th.at u.ffect yOll ill rtJ1:)T "lay?

I-UN: (1}1, y?OU CaJlllot tI·a\rel. You get coupons for gas, aIld tllat's all
you gOil1g to get for the nlo11t11.

DH : llo\v (lid t11ey go abou t giViII g the cOltpons?

HW: YOll alJll1y for tIle COupOI1S.. DepeIl<10Jl lv-hat killd of \~ork you do.
If 'YOll }la.ve to use yOtll~ car for work, they give more gas. But only
for plea~t!re, they give you certain a..'1l0UIlt a montl!.

Dlf:· Diel tJle martial law affect tIle plantation in anywa)T?
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r,IW: I guess not.

DI-I: Did it affect you?

lIW: No.

DEI: GOil1g back to the interllS, yOll call recall wllat happened lv]lell the
people lv-ere iJltenled? JJike 5mn Nishimura, )'Uu said.. What did the

. govcT'l1JneJlt do?

Ill'{: t~ow,we kn,o\\r. But at tllat time, we dic1n t t know WIlY tJley were picked
t.tp •

DIl: YOyknolV, were you picked up for anything at this time?

HW: No, no.

DII: YOtl had all)' fI"iellds that were !)ickecl'111) faT' allY kind of stuff?

f-IW: No.

DH: Wh.C11 (lid you first h.ear about labor Ullion?

HVv: Let's see. '45.

DI-I: \fuat \'J'as your first reaction?

lUV: I joined'tI1e llnioll.

DH: Ml.en d.id. you join it?

1M: lfuell tlleyfirst came arotmd to the plantatioIl. That was about 1945,
IthiIlk"

DI-I: YOlI rcmelnber lvho th~ gttys were?

IIW': Oh, SOIne caIne franl Waipahu. Some came from Kahuku.

I-IW: Yeall. I'Ial~l)" Slligenlitsu.

607

DlI:

1M:

DH:

mv:
J)J-I:

1-»'1:

DI-I:

fTc tvas {roIn'?

Kal1uku ..

T'}lis is all plantation people?

~1ajoI~ Oka·da.

This is froIn?

So tIley signed yOll. tIl) then'? Did you help organize th,e union over
l1ere? 1'\'110 else llelp organize?
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HW: JllStO Dela CrtIZ., ~1ike Nagata.. SliIll Robello. Tony Rania. '[hey're
th.e OIle tllat organi ze trle lillion tllere.

DH: CaIl you tell me little b·it about wllat you folks used to do?

fIW: We use to go lllcetiIlgs a lot ill to"Wll when, I was secretary, and
Ivfike N~lgB.ta ,vas tIle I)l'esid.ellt.

Dr!: ~Vas tllis tIle _fil"st lillian?

HW: YeaIl, tllat's th.e union. 'I11at's wl~en lv-e use to go practically every
Stu1d.ay to lneetings ill tOWli.

DH: \VheIl you folk.s "\fere trying to organi ze i't, how did you folks go
about signing people up like tllat.?

ffiV: We cal] a meeting of all tIle laborers who are eligible to sign
'CITI tlp.

1)11: lVeI~e )tOU aver a:fI'clid o~f j oilling?

trw: 1\[0. That's tIle best tlling l1a!Jpell to tIle labo"rers. Ullions.

I~NDOF SIDE ONE
SITJE ~11V~J ..

\,

DI·I: You saiej }rOLI called Ineetillg of a.l1 tIle eligible lal)orers. And t11eh
lJl1rlt \votlld, yOll do?

I!W: Sigll' enl Up.

VII: Y'ou talk to tllelTI like that? I-Iolv did t]1e ot}le]~ people rea.ct to
tllis? Did tIley all want to sign up or were there some~that didn't
\varlt to'? '

I·Wl: Well, SOIne, first, tIley d,id.ll't want. But \vIleI1 they got the bellefits,
they" all Sigllccl IIp.

DI-I: ~,Like Nagata \v~lS I)residcllt lvllell )rOll ~Tere secreta.ry;; ,"TI1en after
that, 11e drOI)ped OlIt, ell, of tIle lOlion?

~llV: No.
job.

fIe ,~as iJ1Side j~or quite a 'vIrile. 111ell he got offered supervisor's
lVheJlc,rer yOll COTIle sllperv'isor, y·ou caru10t j OiTl t.Ile 1.llliOJl.

Df1: Diel )TOll still participate in. any lvay?

f·fW: ~Jo.· lVellt entirely out.

DI-I: l'nlY do 'YOtl tllirlk tllat \Vaialua !)la.lltatioll was tIle lclst to sign up
\Ali th t11c IL\~U?

fn~: lVell, lVn.ialu.a llad better pa.y· tllaJl otJ1cr plaIltatioIls.
\\Tagcs l\Tere higller tllan otll€rplaIltat ion .

TY ...

NOUYIY

Dli: l'he first pal~t (i.-e. in its early days), was WaialuatUlion real



strolig'?

fM: Oh, was strong!

DH: Frank Midkiff ,vas tIle managel~, plaJltation?

, HW: Wllen tIle union came?

DrI: Ye'ah.

HW: No.

DH: ~JOrnI 1'tlidkiff4O

HW: Yeah, JoIul Midkiff ''las the manager whel1 the union crone. Soon aftel'
that, .John Anderson b'ecame manager.

ill: ,Midkiff, as a manager, how was 11e?

HW: VeT'/ likeable man.

DH: So the workers as a whole liked him?

HW: Yeah.

DH; See, \ve w'ere WOlldetiIlg, like, WIlY was Waialua sue]l a strong
unio!l wIlen, the TIlaJlager was well likeal)le?

HW: lIllion,s 'were all militallt tllose days ,ell. I guess the leadel·s were
goacl. 'You get good leaders , yotl get good Wlion.

DJ-I: So YOll th,in,k that that's the reason WIlY the union was strong?
'CalIse the leadership'?'

HW: 'CalIse of tIle leadership.

DrI: lVe"re there a11Y innnediate chaJlges in the plantation after the union
came jl1?

I-nv: f~o. F~v'ery"t}liJlg was negot iated. Tnat f s the only differellce.

ill: 11,ell COllditiollS got b'ctte'r after?

I-nv: 'rrJ-lat's right.

DI-I: WIlen yOll were fil"St working, yOll startecl off ,,,orJ<irlg tell hours
a clay, ch. Mlen you were working ill the fields, did it change to
eigl1t }10l1r day?

HW: Eigh.t hOUI-S came after whell? C:hee, I (ton' t mow '\That year it was.
I blOW wIleI1 I s taTted working in '33,. was ten hours. 'fWD, three
years before, eh, the War.

DH: lVllell )'OU 1AlCre athletic director, you were paid salary, no?
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IflV: Salar'}".

Dr!: So the tilne, you put ill ~ore than eigIlt llours?

I-I\,,": 011. yeall. 13eC31lse of tIle nigJ1t "recreation. l\~leIl you come supervisor,
. the),~ dOll' t pay- you by the hOl.lTS. 00 )TOtl have to work, yeah, so
.ta.ke SOIne otheT da}TS of~f f"

Dlr: Sathe eigh.t hour da~r (licln.'t affect yott a.t all?

HlV: No.

DI-I: YOt1 rememb'er tIle six mOlltll 1946 strike?

HW: No. 111at lvaSl1' t six ~ontIls, elI. TIlreemollths ..

DI-I: (}ver 11eT'c?

I-nv: YCaJl.. I renienll)el~ I 'vas in· the thick of it over here.. I ,vas the
secretaly tIlell. We had allY UlliOll o'ffice C.10Wll at tlle Japanese school.

DH: . I-Iongwclnj i?

ll\\T: Yea}l.

DI-I: \'JllatY01.l rememl,er clbOtlt it?

I-llV: Well tLisciI)line. EvelY canlp ]las canrp guarcls.. Outsi(lers cculn.ot
en.ter before tlle)F get eXQlSe froJl1 tIle UJlioll office. NolJody enters.
lye \-vT:). re a.fI'aid sorne strike breakers go in, and TIlaketrOltble. So
allybody 'tAlI10 \"ants to get iIlto tlle camp has to llave a W1~i tten
pennis~ion. 'fhat tIley SI10W to tIle camp guards. Whe11 tIley see tIle
pl·esj dCJlt r s sigJlature , yes, they can go .

IJII: \Vl10 '~(IS tIle presideIlt of the tilue of tIle strike?

11W : ~tike Nagata.

DI-I: flow \vas lIe as a leader?

ffiV: C;ood.. \/cry' nrili tant. Btlt )TOll h.3ve to l)e if yOtl gOillg to be a 11ea.d
of a organization. If yOtl llot TIli1 itatlt , tlley will take advantage
of yotl. 'Yea}), 11e was a good leader.

DI-I: )rOtl folks had. soup ki·tcllcns like tJlat?

IllV: At t}lat tinlC, 110. Btlt we ga,re our food to tIle ne\vcorners wh.o came.
froIH the Philippines.

DI-I: 11id people outside the union in the cOlTllntmity donate food like
tl1at?

I-IW: l'hat '5 rlght. TIley dOllated ..
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IlH: BliSil1eSSeS clOllatcd. fooc1, too?

DH: Can you remember some stuff donated?

HW: Mostly foodsttlff. Calmed goods , rice, flour, coffee, sugal".
, And tllen we ration tllat out to tIle needy family. CalUlot afford,
to 1)11)", ell, because t11e)T caJne frolll tIle Pllilippines. See, we }lad .
<tIl food Cllair.TIlal1 takes care of that. It's rlID like a 11usiness.

UII: You folks orgaTlize ally oth.er stllff besid.es t]1at?

illV: No. 'Thel1 lve 11ad fisllillg gang go Otltalld catch fisll. 'fh.ell We liad
some gal1g \'vrll0 raise vegetables.. NId lvllen they ha'rvest tllat, tIley
bril1g a,11 to the tmion 11all. r[,h<:l~ lve' distribtlte Ollt to tIle needy~

011es.

DI-I: Whe're tIle)' lIse to grow the vegetalJles?

I-IVv: t~J1Y opel1 $pace. ()}1, the tIling (stl'ike) \lasted 79 da)Ts, if I recall.

Dl"I: I-lad 011e tSllIlruni, eh. 1946. 111a.t wasIl OlIt t11e Gallu Railroad and
IJaJld. Cornpa.ny, the ....

f-IW: j\t that time, tlle traill 'vaSIl' t lUlllling alread)T. '46, Jl0W. I dOll' t
tllillk so.

1111: So \vl1c~t? . frOlv (li(i it affe·ct 'yattY fatller? ])id it affect )rour
fat}1eT' ill 0]1)" '-Jay"?

1IW: No, my fatller already died iTl 1941.

DH: Oh.

fM: Whell the traill stop, tJley were all Ollt of jo'b. They dOll' t need
tIle men, e}1.
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Dlf: You reInember the 1949 shivuillQ strike?.... ... ~~

'Va)"?
Did it affect you

I-IW: OJ1, )i"Call, we COlllc111't get aTIY food", ell.

IlH: Had all}' kirld. 0.£ certaill foods t11at couldn't get?

HW: Yeah, tllat COInes fr01TI the :f'.la.inland. Fresll fruits, rice. Well,
ITIOst of our ,goods com.e fr'om the ~laillland, ell. So wIlen the strike
'vent on, ,\ve }1ardly can get things.

DH: Goirlg back to tIle UIlioll, )'01.1 folks lv-ere tIle orgaIlizers. Soon as yOtl
orgallize, Wl10 \\las the first, president? .

1M: I l1011 t t rernelnl)Cl' WI10 was tIle first presid.ent,



Ill: ~'1il(e "Tas11' t th,e first presiden.t?

I-fW: Cllce! That, I d.on' t kno,v if lle lvas tIle fiI'St prcsidellt, because
I waSIl' t tIle first secT'etary, because the)' had secretary b'efore

'TIle.

Dff: YOll l"aS\~]1at? A.bOltt lltnnher t,vO?

f-I\\T: I tllin.k I was, but I dOll' t kno\V" ..

aI: You, kl10\v. the nleetings like that that you attended? Wllat did you
folks do at the meetings?

HW: In tOWll? OIl, they give you all tIle low down. I-low to nul a lffiion.
See, lve didn.' t knolv a thing abotlt uniOll ,eh.. 1bey used to make us
go to (:lasses .. , Learnholv to 1101(1 YOllr n18rnl)'crship.

Df.-T: .flo,'! ofterl diel )TOU folks IlHve' ITlcetin.gs. over here?

f-I1V: enter llere, l1.ot too ofteIl, lJtlt lve }}clVe to attelld tIle meetiIlg in tOlvn.

1)fl: Who '~lere some of the people in tOl\Tfi' that 11elp you folks?

fIW: .Jack. I-Iall. lVe u~ed. to get from Still Frallcisco, ell. Goldblatt)
Louis Gol(lblatt. J-Iarry' Bridges. Btlt tIle local c11ief was Jack
'flaIl, ell, ,an.cl lle h.ad assista.rlts.

DI-I: l\llat ,\~el"e, YOllr reactiOIl.S wheIl )TOU found tJlat .Ja.ck I-Iall and six'
ot.llers were arrested by tIle government for conspir~cy to overthrow
the go\relllJTlCnt?

HW: I d.idIl't believe that. I didn't tllil1k tIley were agail1st the goveI11­
nlent, that tinle. Actua.lly, tlley ",rerell' t 11ut tlley wan.ted to help tIle
laborers, eh. So I guess, they made some kind of excuse to arrest
t}leln.

DI·I: YOll rne~lll the government?

Inv: Yea]l. 11hey said they· "lere (~onlJnl.ulists or Wl1at, yeall. Well, you
call be a Connntmist to<la)T anti yOll cIon' t get arresteel, ell.

D1-J: lIenv did }rOtl feel abollt I--Ialvaii becolnil1g <l. state?

HW: Indi\Tidual1y, it doesn't affect 1.15. State or islan_d, doesn't
make allY difference.

00: To you, it doesll t t make a differcllce?

HW: l'Jo.

DH: Goirlg ba~ck to tlle tmion again, had martial law at the. time ,you
f~olks \\'e're orgallizil1g, rigllt.?

HW: At that t~iInc, 110. 1'11e War ,,,as o\rer in 1945, eh. CO'rrect? 1~11ere

was 110 ID.cll"tial law tJlen..
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DH: lVllen )~OU fiT's t signed up , that was after tIle War all-eady?

HW': Yeall. After tIle War.

Drl: ,You didn't }lear anything ab'out tIle lilian b'efore that?

HW': ,No ..

DI-I: Okay. lVitl1in the last 15 years 01" so, had allY irnr)OrtaJlt tllings·tllat
llappen.ed to yOll? Or let's say, from ab'out 1.950.

1M: Since tl1en, my kicL~ are graduated University (of Hawaii), see.

DfI: Alld you left the plaJltation, yeah.

t-JW: In 19Si.

DI-I: Wlly clidyott cll00se to do t}lis?

H\r\T: Oh, I \ve11t in bllsiness with Iny in.-laws, so I left tIe plantation.

DH: We're you getting any kind of pressure from the plantation at all?

H\r\T: No.

IT{: Yotl just volllntarily left?

I-n\T: l'ha,t 's r"ight ~ rnley glad to let TIle go.

DII: (Chtlckles) Why is that?

HW': lVel1 , they don 't want to llold ba.ck anyb'ody, eh, wl10 \vants to get
ahead.

I.lI: At th.at tiTue, tIle plantation still was nmnirlg the gym?

I-I\V: 1'ha t 's rigllt.

1)11: W11Cll did th,e gynl get tlllned over to the city'?

HW': After ~fcl Noza.ki ''leiS in charge. Clleez, I don't know w11en they'
\vellt back to, the ~Ollllty.

DI-I: Did. you ha,re a hard time reorganizing a.fter you wellt b'ack to the
gym.? After tIle lVar.

I-ll"l: No. W11e11 come to athletics, everything is forgotten. Un'ion or
no t111iol1.,

VI-I: 011 yeah, y'011 kllOW that strike that you folks took part in? Was
there any violence?

fllV: No violellce. Well organized. l~ell~ controlled"

ill: What l\Tere )TOU asking :for?
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fnv: f-ligJlel~ \Vages. jUld, lve 11, many other tJlings l\Thiell I can't recall.
lVa.ges lvas the nlJl1lber one.

DH: ~r}lerlYPou folks got ,,,hat you guys asked for? 1952, there was a
walk-olltof Filipino lvorkers on the plantation. Do you recall that?

HW: It lvaSll't a Filipino, e11.. One d.epartment. I think tounlatWQ
clepartm.ellt. l\T"alk-out.

DH: WllY ,~as tllat?

hW: I don't knovl. Working conditions, I guess. See, I lvasn' t in the
plmltation then..

DH: Do you tllin.k t]1at the lVaialua-Haleiwa area is a good place for ·your
gralldchildren to grow up?

[)I1 : . WIl)' )TOtl f~ee 1 t 11at ?

HW: It's a Ilice con1fnunity to live in. IJon't yOtI tllillk so?

(LaughteT)

DlI: Right no\\",· you're what? One of the slla.rell01dersor something inside
th_e store?

HlV: YeaJl.

DI-I: How did yOtI get started in the bllsiness?

HW: OIl, beCatlSe ID)T wife is from the store, ell. That's 110W I got
involved. (ruj:i oka Store.)

DI-I: Oh, sJle talJ(ed you into it, or you jllst wanted to?

1M: No, she didJl' t talk me illto it. I feel t11at I call try.

DlJ: l\~leJl y'OU started lvi th tIle store, lvas it better than (\\Torking on
the plantation) ....

HW: Oh )Tes.

DI-f: YOlI folks }lad 110W many store at th.at time?

tIW: Four.

DII: MId. they were wh.ere?

HW: Ka""ailoa, I-Ialelnano.

Dti: Vvliel~e \-'irIS th.e }-Ialemano one?
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I-IIV: lVa.s III tIle ~I;llenia.110 CaJllJ?;,

DH: You TI1Can, lva}T up 011 tlle l\Ta.)T to WaJlialva?

rnv: Yeall. l'11C}' lIse to Ilav~e tIle Halell1a110 canrp in the cane field.
·Well, at that time we got that, I c;lon't think '~e had that. I think
we Ilad K;uvailoa, l\EiiB.lua, Puuiki, ell. We use to l1ave a store rigllt

'b)T the t·OUTIlat.wo roacl now. By tIle TIlill. TIlat store II So, one, uv-o,
t~hrce ~ ()£ COtlrse, the original one.

Ill: 'Dle Olle tllat you have rigllt now?

1M: I~Ol.lr •

DI-I: You use to work at Wllicll?

I·IW: I usc to "\;"101:']( a.t Puu.iki.

lUI: Ptluiki. \\l1lel1 )TOU f~irst started?

fn~: Yea]l. 'rIle small store.

DI-I: You folks I)ougl1t tIle stores froTTI the plantatioll, ell?

FU\T: Iliat 's ri gIlt.

I-n"!: lVe l)~ugllt. shares iIlto the store. l.hat' 5 hOl'! we bOllg}lt the sto~e.

Ill-I: Do )rOll ren1cmber wllat year it was tllat they purch,:!se the store
froJl1 the Iiantation?

HW: 1951,

Dli: WllCJ1 you left tIle plantation, yOll were already i11v'olv'ed in the store?

DH: T'J1erQ 'vCTl~ 110't'V' rnallY differel1t sllarellolders?

f-n.v: 1~llat 'sfclluily n-m , so. ~ ... sevell, I tllink. SeVe}l s}lal~ello1ders.

Il-I: Diel yOl.1 folks rnake clelivcries?

HW: lV11cn l\re first got tIle store? Yes, \'1e did. Vie \V'ere llJlming the
S~UllI2 \vay as tile plalltatioll use(1 to. We llad deliveT')' boys go to
certain caTIll-'s, eh.. OIdel1 style.

Dff: Then they WOltld take orders?

ln~: No, they would call in.

DI-{: all, t 11C l)eoI)Ie call ill.

615



HW: 1'11at's righte Tllenlve Inake out the order al1.d deliver that.

DI-I: Did you folks cllarge for delivery?

t-IW: . No.. 1"11ese days, }TOll dOll' t de Iivel" notlling. You come to the store,
because they' a.l1 have cars, I10\v. Well, .wllerl' planta:tioll was

. delivering, .ITIOSt of tllelTI di.dn' t ha'T€- car, eh.

11-1: \Vll<3. t l(illd of people 'tv-ere your cllstOJners?

tIlV: All kind.

DH: ~fostly plantation people?

HW: Mostly.

DfI: 1'h.en. yOll tlsed ·to go illto all the dj fferent cCllnps, th.811'? Were' th.ere
cUI)' Call1J)S tllat.y"Ol.l tlsed to deliv'cr sttl.ff to tllat 11.0 stay no"\v?
Tl1eccunp's Ilot llel'e clll)rnlore?

~n¥:' Yeah. ~lil1 13.

DI-I: lVl1ere is it?

HlV: BC)TOll.d tJ1e ..... lIollg1vallj i.

IJl-I: l'va.s .there cUlotllcr carnp b}r (:emellt I-lill?' DOWll ill tlle fieClds?

I-IW ~ Kelnoo. l 'ilclt t s all gone 110lV-.

DH: Tllat wa.s lV}lat kind camp? lVas it a Japanee camp or ... ·.

lIW: No. Filipino.

DII: Is th.at l~llleTe tile old cllurch. is or is it ....

I-nv: Before y·ou 11i t tIle CcmcIlt lIil1. As )rou go up, OTl the left side ]lave
Cc.UJlll. Nea:rt11e reservoir. Belo,"v. Was long tilne ago.

Dli: ]11at cJ1Lrrc:ll a11d tIle grav·eyard., was t11cI'e a camp arotDld tllcre, too?

11lV: No.

Ill: Tllat was jtlst one c}lurc11.· Wllat kind of chtlrcll \'ias it, .do )TOU

rernclnber?

illV: I dOI1't knOl'! l\That kin.d of chuTel1 was th.a.t.

DI-I: Was it 11.nmin.g lvlleIl you lv-ere a small bo)r?

HW: No.. Before Ollr tinle. I d011't eVe]l T'elnenlber peo111e going to that
cllv.rch.. .

Df-I: Were tJlere anyl)a(l times with the store? Any times tllat people

616



'taJOllldJl 't btl)r t11ings a~ nUJch.?
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tHAI: Not that I carl remember.
a. time we had hard time.

~11y time is wllen we get strike. 'AS
1n.ey llave no more money to pay, eh ..

DH: ' Did 'Y011 folks d.onate stuff to tIle.,..

HW: :tvll'ffil.

1]-1: Like \vllat kind stllff y·OlJ •••

Hl\T: Call11C<.i. goocts. llic'c. Btlt later years, they went on' stri~ethey
ha.d SOlIp kitchens., ell. So they {lidn it· ha,re to blty too nluch food.

DH: Was it the 1956 strike?

I-llAl: Yeall.

DH: Did you do any,kirld of particil)ation at all in" tJla.t st'rike?

IllV': No,.

DH; YOll were 'tvi tIl tIle store.

t~v: rrllat IS. rigl1t.

DII: 'You folks ga1i c crctlit to ClIstOTIlers? JIo'" did YOLl go about giving
credit to tllC ctlstonlers?

1IW: ACtl1Ully"', I dOJ1't take care the IJooks, so I c1.on't know llOW they
giv'e credit. Btlt I krlow the}r \V"ere gj-,riIlg' credits.

Dlf: MIat wOltld. h.ar)peJl to people t}la t l COlllcbl' t I)ay like t}18.t?

1M: lVeIl, they have to ivait lUlt.il tIley start \~orkillg. 1bat' s the
only way_

Df-I: llad some people tllat. ,are still yet never pay yOll folks back?

I-fiA/: I gllCSS tJ1ey'- all (licl, I gtless. I don't knO\\T. I dOll' t see the
l)ool~s, so I dOll' t }:J-10lv.

T)J-I: )'01.1. folks 1,4,JCTC CLlt d.O\\'ll to t1vO stores " ell, reCcTltly'?

In\[: Ycall.

DI-f: '\Alhen did y·ou folks give up YOllI' ot}ler t\\TO stores?

H\V: Oh, the l~a\\~ailoa store \vas last to go, I think. Yea}}. See, JTIost
of the l)cople is InO,te dO''''11 to lVaialtla, ell. So 110 SCIlse \'late}l tIle
store th.ere. AIld the Puuiki stol~e went because of the toumatwo

I·IW: 'Ine road. Actlla.lly, you get tIle same guys comiIlg to t11e store.



It's neaT't11at' s WIlY th.ey go theT'c. .Bllt if yOll (1011 i t lla\Te it, ~hey

COIi18 an}1Ncl)r.

DH: 111e plaJltation. paid yOll folks for thanproperty? "TheIl they widened
tIle toumatlVO I"oad?

HlV: No, no. Beca.use tJlat's t.he pl:~Jltation propeT'ty. We jtlst rellt it~

DIl: YOtl nlCaJ1, so )TOll jllst ha.ve to go?

I-lW: 011 y'eah, }"OU .have to ~

Ill: DidJl't. give' you folks anythi.ng at all?

HW: .No, no ..

ill: flow lOllg dil 'you folks contintle del i verirlg goods?

I-llV: lJIrtil Ollr storclJulnecl down t}lree years ago ..

DI-I: You '"ere still deliverin.g?

I-lW: Yeah.

DH: IJid yOll folks cllargefor deliveI·ies tllat time?

I-UV: No.

VII: lVflen. yOll first sta]~ed tIle store, yOll folks alrea.dy lla.d a meat
departmcllt?

tM: Yes,"~ did.

DrI: WIlen was this store built? (One tha.t burned d.own)

1M: ()11, I thiJl1( it's abotlt 7S yea.rs a.go, eh. 'Illat was old store.
'Fol1ncTly tllat llsed to be tIle Jiantation office aIld the store
togct11cr. 'I1'1Cl1 tIle office bttilt llew office he"re.. 'Ihen tIle
store took tllc \'11101e tIling.

DI-T: v.nlat di(l yOll c1.o in tIle first store' yOll werlt, Pt.luiki stol~e?

11\'/: {)h, 1 lIse to be salesnlall, tJlat's all. Clerk.

DH: 1'\~le~ )T01J folks first starteel, 110w d.id yOll ·go al,)ol.~t buyillg your
goods?

HW: Oh., Olle celltral buyillg.

DI-I: From OIle cOllIIJany?

I-IW: No, Olle buyer, eh. And he buys the thing. And then we take i t over
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Dlf: "fIle salenlan "lould come dOlffi?

I-llV: rll1at 's r.ight "

DH: And tllenlvhere di,d you get most of your groceries from?

ffiV: Lnee'l ... "maybe th.ose days, ma.ybe IJavles, Factors. 1110se WC1"'e .the
, big grocery , de!)artnlent. Now Y.. I-Iata. 111at '5 th.e biggest slIPpliel"
11rn~. Davi.es wellt Ollt of busilless. 'Amfac went out of business.
So 110\"', Y. flata , Shinla)ra .

l)fI: lVoulcl you k1'10\-I about the creclit, like tllat? !·Io\V" (lid the payments
go, like that?

In\': No . I lvollldn t t kll0W. I

DI-I: . Did you folks ever loan out m011ey?

1M: No ..

11H: Wllat killd of thi,ngs were carried in the store?

HW: Gcn.erCJ.l stltff. Can goods .. Little of d.nlgs. Meat. Pork .. It's
a gen.eral store.

DI-I: At tIle el1d, o~f· }larvest seasoIl, w}latditl tIle plalltation do?

ffiV: 1'hc'y gclve a. big party' ±"or tIle \-JI10le ernplo)Tces of tIle 11aIltatioIl \"}len
tllc}r have. a record year. kId all tIle eJ1tployrees al'C iIIViteel to this
aff'air. tJsually, that's l)eellheld at the Waialua Recreation Center.

IJI-I: ~1ostly evcrybocly went?

HW: Oh, th,e ,\r}101e plantation.

DH: Was a big tIling , then?

til\': ()11, big th,illg.

DI-I: Who llse to Inakc all tIle kaukatl like t}lat?

I-ll\':, 011, tlle)~ lIse to llave catcring,eh, £1'0111 Olltside. AIlcl SOJTIe plalltation
pCOIJle TIlalce the iI' own barbecllc aJld e\rCT)rthillg. E\rerything free.

Dt!: YOlI folk's lIse to do anyt11in.g else b'esides just }lave }<.allkau, like t}1at?

1M: Well, that's the only thing tIley did after good harvest.

DII: No games?' YOlI guys '110 pla.y games?

~n"1: No.

DI-I: I'}lis l'las' jlJ.st like on.e-- -was it a night time affair?

~IW": Tl1a t 's right ~
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Ill: 011. So it's like Olle party, th.en.

I·nv: .Pa.rty-, yeah. Big party, too ..

DH: Free booze like that?

I-lW: Yea}1, everythin.g. Drinks.

DI·I: What J:~il1d of sports )'OU ttse to play? Only baseba.ll?

fllV: Ba.sketb·(111 $

DfI: BaselJall <llld. basketball. They use to organize the field over there?
1118y' lIse to orgCl~nize boxi..ng like tJlat before?

HW: They tIse to have boxing (Ta.pe garb'led) at th.e park there .

.Dl-I: TI1e one right I)'ere?

I-lW: Inat' s rigllt.

DH: You lIse tooJ"ganize ·that?

I-IW: Yeal1. We get boxers from town aIle} we charge achnission because the
gym. h.as Ol11y lirnited capacity. Btlt ,olltside, we can get more, eh.

DI-I:' Day tilne 1\ras?

HW': No, Iligh.t..

DI-I: So yeu got to set up all the stuff.

tIl\': That's rigrlt. l\Te cha.rge admissioIl to the affair.

DH: Diel the !)limtcltion make money on this?

I-IW: It was for th.e recreation center. For the Waialua Athletic Associatioll.

DII: ~Vit}l tIle Association, you folks use to have any kind of get-togethers
or stlJff?

J-B\T: 'll1.c OJlly tilne we get togeth.er is tIle. WM carnival.

DI-I: 1)0 they still l13ve it nOlv?

HlV: Yea}l. Illey still 11aV"e. Now they coml)ille lvith Waiall.la Connnwlity
Assoe:iatioJl_ 1hat thillg (the WM CaJllival) been going· on from long
time ago~

DI-I: ' Before the '\Tar, use to llave caTI1ival, too?

f1\~ : Yeelll. IJs e to have.

DrI: flacl ri<ies ~1l1d stuff?

HW: I~ides ..
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l)fI : l\I1Y kiJld 0 f diffeTen t r j des that we d.Oll' t have now?

1-I\V: No, it \"a.s less than nOlv.

DH: Did you 11ear of any kind of conlplaints from people about lunas,
. about lA/orkillg condition.s, camp conditions, like that?

HW: . No, not·that I know of.

DH: I-IOW)Totl folks hOllSi11g l4J·as? l\Tas it al1--ight?

HW: Yeah. Alright.

DH: 'What about sanitation, like that? The camps? Was it clean?

HW: Oh yeah. They use to have guys go clean the camp, eh, those days.

DtI: 111eplantation 'tlse to hire the people?

I·nv-: Yeall. So tIle caTIip lvas l<ept cleall.· Sani tation \\ras okay.

DH: Wi tIl comi11g of tIle tmion ,w}lat happened to tJle perquisite system?
Did it diminish s'lightly?

1M: No, I think they gain. 'Cause that wa.s all incltlded in the contract.

DI~: So tl1a.t they hacl jllst about the same benefits arId t}ley had higher'
pa}T?

HW: I think they got more.

00: OIl, more benefits, too?
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HW: Uh 11tlh. TIlan what they use to get. All in all they really gain.

Ui: Who you think was most influential in the union, building of the union?

HW: In lIawaii?

L'H: Crver 11ere, ~vaiall.t.a.

1M: Locally, I tlliJlkyou' get Jnany I)ersons . But, I guess, in Hawaii,
Jack I-lall lva.s t]le staJld-otlt I"

DH: So Major Okada t]1em was just like ...•

I-IW: lVell, tIley were the original organizers, I guess, eh.

DH: Oh. Do YOlI remember Koj i Ariyoshi?

l-lW: I heard llis name but I never met hiin ...

DI-i: ]11CIl loc'ally, was tIle guys tllat you mentioned that were strong wi th
tIle wlion. You mentioned....



I-llV: Yeall. I. guess so.

END OF INTEI{VIEW
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BIOGRAPHICAL SlJMtviARY: FLORENCE YOKa.10TO, retired plantation store clerk

Florence Yokomoto', .Japanese, was born in Hanapepe, Kauai, September
16, 1907. fier parents came to Hawaii from' Yamaguchi, JapaIl. Her mother
died when Florence was two years old. Her fat11er ran a small store on
Kauai.

Florence attended elementary school in Eleele and wen.t to Kauai
Hig]1 Sch.ool. In 1926, .while ill her s~nior year, she married her husband,
Alle11. They moved to Oahu in January, 1936. Her husband worked as an
assistant in the Waialua 'Sugar Company Recreation Department. Florence
worked as a clerk in the plantation store until her retirement in 1965.

111e Yokomotos 11ave one son and cllrrently reside in I-Ialeiwa.
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NOTES FROM UNRECORDED INTERVIEW

with

Florence Yokomoto

August 12, 1976

Haleiwa, Hawaii

BY: Gael Gouveia

(Fol19W up conversation at time transcript presented for review. More
infonnation regarding 1946 strike.)

Mike Nagata was the leader; Mrs. Yokomoto work.ed closely with him,
He assigned different tasks to va.rious people. Grollps were formed to do
such tasks as }lUJlt, fish, plan el1tertaimnent programs, etc.

Ivlrs. Yokomoto talked \vi th the ladies a lot, keepillg tJlem informed
regarding wllatwas 11appening. The strike cornmit tee met about once a
week.

There ,vas a soup ki tcllen. ! l'\~10le families could use it. Japanese
pride prevented mally· Japanese froln using tIle ki tcIlen. ~1any Portllguese
and Filipill0S used it.

At that tirne, it was necessary to pay ]10use rent but plantation
was good. ellougll l10t to force tIle issl1e. No one had to move because, of .'
the strike .. People in essential positions continued to work. Many
programs were planned to keep strikers' morale up. Boxing, singing, etc.
were tIle kinds of a.ctivi ties plmmed according to Mrs. Yokomoto. The
strike was settled without violence.

A significant event in the lives of the Yokomotos was their first
anci only ten day tril) to California· in 1971 wi th their five year old
grarldsoIl. ~1rs. 'YOkOITIOtO a]1(}. 11e1" grandson were impressed wi t}l plan.ts
that were cut into tIle sJlapes of mimals. 11ley fOlUldtJ1C climate not so
nice as I-Ia\vaii. 1'heir grand.son sllggested. giving their leis to t11e
motel. clea,ning lady. She was very tlYril1e.d wi th them. rrl1e little boy
made friencls very easily. They enj oyed San IJiego which they fOlmd to
be a very clean city. They really enjoyed the zoo. Th~y also visited
Canoga Park and North Hollywood.
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'I'apeNo. 1- 23-1 ~ 76

ORAL HISrrORY INfERVIEW

with

Florence Yokomoto CFY)

,Jlme 24, 1976

Haleiwa, Hawaii

BY: Gael Gouveia CGG)

GC;: 01<ay, I'ln just going to say first tha.t this is m :iJ1terview wi th
I:lorencc Yokomoto in l1er horne in, fJalejwa. And toclay, I thought
lve'd taJk some db,out Y0l.lr ch:ilclhood. We'(1 start with that, if
th'at's okay with you. Now, as I recall YOll told me that you were
born and rai sed on Kauai. 1~:igi1t? .

FY: Yes.

GG: And }'OU were rajsed by Chinese fmaily?
'CO

FY: ()h, \vell, it's 110t exactly raised,btlt sil1ce we were, }'Ol1 know, next
door, and they had a litt] e girl that was one year old.er than I, so
we SOJTIchow live (Lallghs) like---l used to go over there, 111ay and
cat, and all t.hat, yOLl kno\v, and theIl, of COllrse, I WeJ1t home because
it's right close by. I stayed wi th lny dad. '

GG: f-Iow TIlallY chi ldrc'n w~re there in 'Y0l.lr fanrily?

}-Y: 1 wa.s the only onc. I lla.d a small sister that died when~my mother
passed away.

C;G: 1 sec. Now, being wit}1 the Chinese duril1g the clay so rnuch, I
\vondercd were tllcrc .Japanese custorT1S that were retained l)y your
father as far as, perhaps :Jal1ancse foods, OT cuI tl.lral tlril1gs that
you (lid?

FY: Oh, yes, very mue}l.

GG : Bllt yOll 1e amcd both?

FY: Ah, yes.

GC;: T hToIlder if )rou cOl11d tell' me alJOllt some of those?

FY: lVe 11, actlIel 11y, I don't rememlJer too Il1l1Ch, becallse those days, the
kids ('ae kids. rrhe'y jllst:-played, and tIle old people WOllld do most
of the things 'for the chj]dren, YOll kno\v. And. so, actually .... 1
don't kno\'\1 ... ~1y dad \vas the 011C that was stT'ictly J'ClIJarleSe custom,
you kI10W. So he would t'eacJ1 TIle thin.gs lil<e cooki11g. Q~~ course,
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notl1in.g too fancy, but a.t least what is sinlple, al1d. yet, I s}10uld
know. And 1ike 1 didn't have my mother, so he would tea.ch me
menclillg clothes. I-Ie would teacl1 me all that. So I've learned from
hiJTI cooking, 110llsecleaning--of .COllrse, comes natural to. a.ny girl,
J·suppose. (01uckles) So, I d.icl all those thillgS 8J1d actually I
spel1t tinle witll the Chinese people. SOTIletimes· evening meals. Bllt,.

, I· "vas always home in the evening wit 11 my fathe r .

GG: Now he ha.d a littlrl store, as I recall you told me. That was llis own
stol"e? Not plantation store?

FY: No, ·no. 'Tlla t 's hi s own. See, I-1a:napepe is an independellt town, YOll
know. A small town. So, everybody had business. BLlt their own..

GG: I see. Bllt. he made time in the evelling to spend with you to teac}l
you things that h,e felt it was inlportaJit for YOll to ...

I;Y: Yeah, well, WheJleVer he waSl1't bllSy, then he "vould teach me how to
do mending a.nd nrinor selving, getting and putting things together,
and cooking·, and lIe, of course, wal1ted me to lea-rn (Japanese language,
so ...

GG: Twas goir:tg to ask if you went to JaIJanes'c langl.lage school, or ....

PY: lie SIJoke JcllJanese, of course, Ijke to Hlostly t.JalJanese T went to
,Japanese seh.ool. I sent till eighth grade (Japanese school, so I
was able to read and write fairly well until I left fay high school.
rrhat's When,lTlOst .people <J,lreacly got away from tllcir .. '.. parental ,
1.(nl~J1Jage and thcJ.1 spoke more English, so you sort of lose som~ of
:it ....

GG: Well, now, yOll attended Japarlese s~h.ool in additioll to your regular
English education in elementary sc11oo1? f-Iow long did 'you usually
spend ill Japanese school?

FY: ()h, was just an hour and. a ha.lr, rn~lybe. At the longest, two hOllrs,
but Inos t of the t inle it \vas hetween one aJ1J one and a hal f hOLlrs.

GC;: ,'\nd did YOtl lCclTll on.ly .language or (lid you learn ot.her thin.gs in
tJaI)Gl11CSC sc11001, too?

FY: Yes, we learned to 1vrite witIl thjs lJapan(~se---thc·y call that fllcle.
'l'hat's ;1 !)oint ill the frollt t11at's fclt-like, hut it's nlore brllshed .

.rral)Cred.

GG: 1)0 they call that call igra.phy? Is tllat ...

FY: Yes, yes. And then beiJlg girls, we had to learn to se\v, you know,
like disll towels and t11ings. Little at a time. And as you got
to the UJ1per grades, \vC \vcre taught to sew kimono. f)ut tlle kilTIOnO
toget her, you know, the pieces. Bllt, of course, that I 11ave-r<JsT
cOlnp.1 etc ly'. I jm sorry, b'ut that's what everybody, I think, have the
sanle '])rohlclll.
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GG: Did they put 011 cultural programs, or did you llaye speci.al festivals?
~Vhe]1 you made the kimonos., t~en whatdid you...

FY: Yes, we had---they call Girl'~ Day when you dress in kimono, and
there's some religious things. Girls would dress in kimono and they

. comb their ·hair in Japanese fasllion, and then perhap put pins on it,
you krlow, ornaments. And tIley do certain kind of dances for certain
occasions. Then, that's about all, I think~

GG : Now, were there otller days besides Girl's Day, when tI1ey did....

FY: Yes, they had some church days, you know~ Certain religious
ceremonies. They had. And then we had this bon dance-. That's
outside of school,· but then we learn at the school, too.

GG: Did you enjoy the dancing? Did you like it?

FY: Oh, yes. I j us:t love dancing, those {lays.

GG : And do you remember allY, now?

FY : Well, just the simple ones that was the rage at th.e time. Of course,
even now they Jlave, but, they have luore fancy, you know, dances now
days, which I don't know. But I did enjoy dancing.

GG : And when you were going to elementary s.chool, now, were the teachers
mostly 11aoles at that time, or ....

-'~-----

FY: 011, yes. . IvIos t of t]lem were. We didn't llave Orientat teac11ers ,.
very TIlany. Few, but most of them were }l~Q.les, yes.

GG: And did you s tlldy regular classes like tlley do now, or ....what wel"e
your school days like?

FY:. Yes. Well, we had one teacher that taught everything. You know.
FrOIn readin.g, wri ting, matl1, and language- - - I mean, EnglisJl language,
and Scic11ce, spelling. Some of us who loved art could, you know,
stLldy t}lat, too, but I wasn't one of them.

(Laugllter)

GG: ~Vhat about social studies? Did you have l1istory or something like that?

I~: Yes., llistory, lve 11ad. rrhose days we never called social studies, like
n01v but instead we had the 11istory a11d grarrmlar,. arithnletic, spelling,
EnglisJl, Ii terature. Of course, poetry all comes wlder the Iiterature
tllings, so ...

GG: Did YOll--~:ill Japanese school, did you get into poetry there, too, or
....1il<e lla.iku?

FY: No, we did not. The main thing in Japanese language is they stress
tllat reacling and wri ting. The simple - - -you begin "vith tIle kana which
is tlle simplest Japanese wri tinge T·hen come the hiragana that's
in between the t~p ones that they wri~e the hard characters. But I



Celll do the kcU13 and the hiragan.a, hllt the kallj i , \vllich is the hard
characters, SOnIe of them I still rCTnemheT', lJut most of it .... \ve11,
if I kept tIP, maybe by reading magazine, J'apancse Inagazines or
newspal)ers, maybe I could ha.ve IJecn better thaIl w}lat lam now . But,
as far as conversation, I call carry fairlY well, so .... (IJaughs)

GG: Now,.in the school, at that time, did they use reading ma.terials?
llid they 11a ve newspa ...

FY: T'lley had readers.

GG: Did th.cy ever have newspapers .01' ••••

FY: NewspaIJerS, no, I dOll' t think beCa.llSe I've never h·a(l JleWSpaper
reading at school. Mostly, t}1ey had readers, you see, so we read
those and they had tIle story books in Japanese. Old. stories and
1ike "tvloIllotaro" c-H1d •... thil1gS like tllat, huh? So, we ha(l read all
those things.

GG: And, now in the English school it was in HaIlapepe, right? Is t}1at
where yOll went to school?

FY: No, lve went to t11e Elee Ie School.

GG: I see.

f7Y: I. t 's up on the hi 11 . lVe didn't have selloo1 il1 I·Ianal)Cl)cat that'
tinlC. \Vc jtlst walked IIp. We walked and the,11 clirnbccl the llill.

GG.: How fa r was it? From where )rOtl1i ved?

. F'{: Oh, I' d say Inaybc .... I can't meaSllre, di stance, so that's' a problem~

but, anyway, it was qui te a 'walk because we had to walk l1p the hill .
.Nld rairlY da.ys we used to slide.

eGG lallghs)

rl'Y: And vlC. used to he a 1l1CSS by the time we got to sc11001. But it wa.s
qui te a tV3)TS"

GG: 1\nti about how man'y of you were wa] king together?

FY: (Jh, \vC had quite a felY. All the neigllbol~~ /c~a 1(Jl0hT , tllC clliJdren
(1l'OUlld the neighborhood. My next dqor, th<3 Chinese girl ana her
hrot11ers. And "[hen. we had others. From across the river. They lived
in the valley.

GG: Different nationaJ.ities, too, or ....

FY: (.)]1, yes. lJifferCJlt nationality. Chil1ese, Japanese,Hawaiian,
Phil ippi nes. We didn't have too mal1Y Koreans, not from our area,
any\vay.
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GG: Okay, ,~e11, now, moving along alitt Ie furt11er to \vhC11 you got to
11igll school, where did you go to high school over there?
\

FY: ~ After I fi11is]1ed Eleele School, I 1~ent to the Waimea ,Junior High
School. Tl10se da)TS they d.idn' t - - -)TOll 'know, it was qllitea distance,
so the next closest school we '\vent to. A11d we went to Wailnea Jtmior
I-ligh. TheY}lad freshman, sophomore class over there.

GG: How did. you get there?

FY: We WeJ1t on the bus" After finishing junior higl1 school, then we llad
to transfer to Kauai Hi~1 Schoo], because that is the only school that
11ad four years of schooling. So, I went to Kauai I--ligh School, and
then it was too far to commute, eh, those da.ys, so we }1ad boarding
school, you know. Dormitory. Girl's donnitory. And so we stayed
there. And we walked to the SCllOO}. Yes, we. walked from---of
course, i.t's---\ve·were 011 a level road so it wasn.'t that bad., bllt
rainy Jays, it was hectic. (Laug]1s)

GG: !uld it rains a lot over there, too, cloesn't it? l\lhat kinds of
thillgS di.d yOll d.o \\Ti t11 your schoolmates for fun, or pleasure?
Especially now---by the time you were living in the lloarding school.
Jllen, did they have regular times you had to be in or do certai11
things?

FY: ()h, yes, eaeI1 of lIS, YOlI' kllOW; t11at are in grollps, we had to do---­
help wj th the kt iehen \\lork, washing dishes and clean up. Of course,
yOll do your OWll-- - - tl1ere were abollt fOllr or five of us in one room, so
\ve all chipped. i 11 cleaning. Ancl days we a.l1 had to do lau.lldry, and'
wllel1 'we wen,t to 5 e}10o1 , five da )15 a week, so we ] ooked fo:rward for
Saturclay, becallse tllat' s the day we could. go sho11pirlg. And we used
to walk frorn-ollrdorlTIitory and through tIle Grove---they call that
Grove Fann., 1'hey have lot of pear trees, mango trees, YGU know, all.
AJld then we walk through there and go up and rigl1t illtO town and we
did S}1011ping. Some of us took the ,afternoon Sl10W, but we had to be
l)ack in time for dinn.er.

GG: So t11en you stayed tllere sevell clays a week, or did 'you go home any-'
time?

FY: No. Stayed SC\TCll d.ays .... and then we llsed to go hOIne OIlce a TIlonth.

GG: And did Y011Y father have to pay a fee for yOll to 11e at the boarding
school or ....

FY: Yes, )lCS. 1--le paid for the board.ing.

GG: And other tl)an sllopping, \\That other kinds of thiJlgS did. you do for
fill1?
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FY: Oh, well, we got togetller. We sang songs .. Some of them who were
in.strlll11ental, tIley played music, you know, instrurn.ent, and then
we got in group. In the evenings, every night we had to sit .
together and have chapel like, eh. And then, after that, then we
cOllld do wllatever---well, of course, we had to study first.

(Laugllter) .

I~: Before an.ythillg. 011 weel<ends, especially, we got together and did
thirlgs, like sillgirlg" Some of them WllO want to d.ance would clance ..
Tl10se Wll0 want to play games would play games. Anel those who are
atllletic minded will go and get ~Jlemselves to play tennis or
sOlnetlling. And we had a btg ya.rd so we played volleyball. And
softball to pass the time. And Sundays, of course, we had to go to
church. Sunday school and ·church. (Chuckles) So ....

GG : Wha t kind of cllurch was it?

fY: A Cl-lristian cl1Llrch. The Lihue U11ion Chuyc11 we .call it. So we \\Tellt
allover tllere. And afternoon was our day . You know, we could do as
we want. But most of us just stayed aroW1d because no transportation,
you know, so we just ...

GG: Did anybody 11ave bicycles OT •••

FY: No. Nobody had. bicyel'e. So eveIl if we wanted to---I gLless, we
could·c

. have, bllt then, nobody- - - tl1at 's sort of a luxury like, you know.

GG: lVhat about 110rses? Did anybody have horses?

FY: :t~o. Not at the donn. (Lauglls)

GG : Now,- was there a boy's donni tory nearby, too, or....

FY: Otlr boy's dorrni tory was across w]1ere is, you mow, on the opposi te
side. So, it was quite a distance between us.

GG: But d.icl tIle boys and girls get together and do things from time to
time, or d.ances, or ....

FY: No, llsllally. wIlerl tIley got together was when they hac1 social events
for tIle school, you kno,V'. Class events or sonlething like tl1at. .AJll1
tJlell, .oh, \vllen tIley had CllLlTCJl fWlction, aJld-- -wIlat else did they' do?
OIl, as far as illdividual private parties, 110. It's nl0re of a--·-well,
\v}len t11e girls and boys got together was ,\Then tllere' s school event
and C)ll1ych events . Otller than that, there are 110 ••••

GG: And tllell, how did you lTIeet your llusband? \Vere there dating kinds of
situatiol1s at all? ~\lllat about---did you ever go to the movies wit·h
tIle boys, or.. ..

FY: l~o, uSllally we all went. TIle girls, you know. All your friends would



go together. And then---theydidn't date that-mllch allY time, you
know, so all---well, I met nly husband. when we had this---donnitory--­
the t\\lO clolmi tories got together and they had this pj C11ic dOlVJ1 at .
I\l:{\vili\vili l\There there's ... the.Wilcox's OWl1 a beacll place. Papale ....
chee, Papalc11ahoa or sometJling like that, the name was. Anyway, I
don't think tllat place is beillg used any more. And, so we l1ad this'
gatherj ng an - well, I glless, I lvas sitting on OI1e side and he was 011

the other side. (Chuckles) I dOll't kI10\-" how, but l"e somehow---I
glless, yOll kl10W, got gOil1g togetJler and tllat was the first tinie we
met. 1-1e worked in the library. I-Ie was a working man, so we used
to---when we, used to go to town, I'd drop in at the lil)rary.

GG: You started going to the library often, huh?

(.Laughte r )

17Y: And then, o.f course, once l\Te got to kno,v each other fa.irly we]], well,
we started going, you know, to the shows and he'd take me for a ride
or somcthiI1g like tllat.

GG : fJe had a car, t11ell?

FY:' Oh, h.e had., yes. Iiis - - - he needed ...

GG: 'Cause he was working already?

l~: Yeqh.

GG: Yeah.

FY: So 1ve went a rou:nd places and took in the show. I-Ie waS11 , t wllat you
ca]]---he was SJ1Y. ~10re on the sh'Y type. tIe was rather quiet, you
know, so, somehow (La.ughs) I guess, when the time comes, ,~comes

na.tural ly, I glless.

GG: And then, what? YOll were married in nineteen ... ,.

j7Y: 1926. Januclr)T the 9th.

GG: }fow die] you get Jnarriccl? l'\Tas it ....

'FY: \Vell, you sec, I \,vas gOjl1g to school. '['hat was my senior year, and
T---hc dskcd my dad if \ve cOllIel get lnarried, but Jny dad didn't
apptove, so I was a bad girl, I guess.

eGG laughs)

FY: T just .... d~cided I would get married~ 50 I left school, and on the
9th ,we got married at the chllrch. But there was tllis lady who ran
t}1e dormitory whose name was - -she' 5 long gone already- -Miss Jennie
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JohnSOll, and she 11elped LIS in the church, you know, decoration. lNe
Just had her and a mi11ister aIld one of my classmates that CaInes' from
SaIHe town alld a few others canle, but otllerthan tllat, we didn't
have any fancy church wedding. Just a simple one. At tIle Japanese
Christian· church, you know" t}leJapanese Christian church. And that
nigll t., we caught tIle. boat - - I tllink it was the Hualalai. Those d'ays,
used to 11ave boat, have to go by boat. Well, we got all the boat
and. came to lionolulu. Of course, at that time, }le didn't have a
job, but then, we came anyWay in tOlffi, that time to find a job 'for
hiln. So, wJlen we came to HOll01ulu, we lived with my sister-in-law
dO\\Tll Kakaako·. She "vas taking charge of tIlis renta.l cottages, you
blOW. Well, I wouldn't call cottages, because it was like only
rOOlllS to rent. So we stayed over tllere, oh, I would say, about
three Inonths or SO, then his dad got very ill, and they thought he
was going to be gone, so they asked us to comeback. So, we went
back to Kallai. T1len, 11e helpccl witll lyis fatllcr's work as a reservoir
attendallt tU1ti1 lle could find s0111ething. better. Al1d, then, of course,
he llad to sec that tIle father COLlld be all his own.. A_fter that.

GG: His father was 'working for the plantation?

FY: ·At tIle plalltation. Koloa--~lcBrideplantation, and he was a
reservoir attendant. Took care of about three reservoirs. He would
llave to get up extra early in tllemorning to open. the gauge, you know,
so everybody would have enough water ... irrigate the Calle. So he }lad
to ride ]101'se to ]lis job, you kIl0W. So, we were there, and while
he was doing that, I felt I should d.o sometlling, so I looked around,
but those d.ays jobs are hard to get, especially for women. But tIlen
I' marlaged to firld a h.ollsenlaid. job for this couple that- - - she 'was a
scl1001 teac}ler and. he was a supervisor in the cannery. Lawai
Call11ery. And they had a little---tlley llad a boy. One boy at that
time, so, I used to do tIle hOllsecleanillg, the laundry, feed the boy,
you know, take care of him. When she came home, then; I could go
110me.

GG: ArId. where were you living, at this time?

FY: Lawai?

GG: lNi th Ilis fatller?

FY: IIis folks. So; when he finally- - - fath.er got \vell, lny 11usband went
to· look for job a11d at t11at tiTne, this fello\v, ~!Ir. Gordon Virgo, 11e
"vas at. the rvlakaweli Plantatioll.. . . tool< charge of welfare things and
recreation. lie was more of a YMCA man. He was good working wi th
people. So, he was doing tl1at,. and he needed a secretary, so t}lat' s
when my l1usband started to work with 11im. Anc:l he worked there ....
gee, I don 't blOW exactly 110wma.ny years he worked tl1ere , but, later
on, ]1e was offered t]le job at Lihue where Phillip Rice was a lawyer.
A private lawyer. tIe \vas lookin.g for another clerk. 1-1e had one
fellow already that did all the stenographer work. So, a clerk,
ot11er nli110r clerl<, who was- - -11ewanted all0ther boy. So he applied
for it and }1e got the job. So he was there till 1936. That's when
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we came to Oahu to look for...;·--well, he came to work for lVaialua.

GG: How did he get the offer from Waialua Sugar-Mill?

FY:' Well, by that time, IvIr.Virgo 11ad left the Makaweli Plantation.

GG: Oh, that's rigl1t. YOlI told me that. And he had come ...

}Y: . And ]1e came to Waialua. And.... because 11e was doing this recreation
and all that. Gym. Take care the gym. And he needed somebody to
help him l\'ith the other part. So .....he called mY 11uband to come,
because he thought at that time, of course, the salary wasn't too
much, you know. Those days, only $85 a month. But he said we'll
have free lodging, I mean, housing, and electricity, water, all,
you know---electricity, of cOllrse, you pay for that. But wa·ter and
h.ouse \ve ',vould have free. And he said tllillgS were rat}ler cheap,
too, you kJ10W, those days, ane1 he thought maybe the salary,. may not
be TIll1Ch, but, 11e thought it would be bette'r for l1im to come. But
11e didn't \va11t to leave, becallse ]le learned a lot, you know, working
for the la-wyer. Legal terms and all those. He was hesitant about
leaving, but finally, he decided, well, we'll take a try. Phillip
Rice was very nice. He said he didn't want to hold him. 'So, we
packed and moved.

GG: . So you were really brave way back tllerl, to do the tllings you did in
a lot of ways.

FY: Well, he's aIle that---I guess, he take a cllance. I mean, he try, but
tllen., of course, if there's any downfall, well, no one to blame but
himself.

GG: So t]len when you came to lVaialua, wllere did you live when you first
. came?

FY : lVe 1i ved on Good.ale Road.

GG: In one of tIle CaTIlpS, or ....

FY: No, right on the main l1ighway. It's, well, they call that the Skill
Canlp. T11at's 'f\Tllere all t11eir people who Jlad skilled job, like they
were doing office work and tllings like that, they all lived in that
area. So we lived rigllt on the Tnain 11igl1\Vay. Arlll it was close to
Jlis \vork.· l1:e COllld jllst '-\Talk to \vork. It was very C0l1Vellie11t. Of
course, \,\Tllen lny boy 11ad to go to sc11001, those days, the plantation
used to furnish a Ii ttle bus for tlle children. Pick up plantation
children. So he used to ride the bus and ]le llsed to go to school on
t}lat.

GG: ~Vas t]lat \vllat they now Cflll Haleiwa School? Is that where 11e went
to seh.ool?

FY: Yea}l. lit those days, it was called \\Taialua. Eleluentary.
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GG: And your husband worked wi th t11is. Mr. Virgo in the recreation?
Taking care of the gyms ... lle did the paperwork? Is that w}lat I1e
did?

FY ': Yes, and he took charge of whatever sports they were having.

GG: And then, when did you start to work in the plantation store?

FY: I-Ie left 1940, November, t.o work wi th Mr. Virgo again. Wi th ·tIle
draft board. III tIle d·raft board department, so I wellt to work for
t]1e=~-those days it was Waialua Plantation Store. The same month,
and the same year.

GG: So theIl, you still stayed in the same house because you were
emJ)loyed t}len?

FY: U11 hu11. I was in the plantation store.

GG: And. )TOU were a clerk in tI1e store? Is that right?

FY: A sales clerk, yes~

GG: .AJld w11a t were your duties, or how did you get the job? f-Iow .did
you ....

FY: Dtlring those days, we l1ad to··-~I put in an application. I wrote- -­
sent in a letter of application for tIle job, alld those days, when
1\11'. Clin.gcllsnli th was the manager. So, he asked TIle to come and
have an interview.. So I went and ....

GG: fie \vas tIle Inanager of the plantation...

FY: Store. IvIr. Midkiff was manager for tIle plantation. T11e whole
p1antation. So, I started working tIle 11ext day and I worked till
1965. That's wIlen I retired. But, I WaS]l' t at the retiring age.
I meall, )TOU know, be able to collect an)' kind of retirement. But
I---\ve 11ac1 to move from the present---the 111antatioll }lonle. By that
tinlE.', Fllj iol<as took over. In 1950, plaJltation d.id away with store,
bllt jLlst tIle 0\v:ners]1ip changed hands. fuld all those peoIJle th.at
\ver'c tllcre werekc!Jt, an.d some of them were offered plantation jobs.
rrhose who could do clerical or other types of work, so since I
dicIT1't 113ve cler-- -YOll know, conllnercia.l subj ects of allY kind, the
only thing I cOlllcl do was sales clerk, so, they kept Ine,at.tIle
store.

G(~: You stayed at Fllj ioka Store? Wi tIl 11im, then?

~-y : Iv1llln •

GG : I see. Do you relnember what your firs t .salary was, wl1en you firs t
start~d working there?

FY: Gee, you asked me the last tiTHe and I tried to figure it out, but I
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couldn't remember. Gee....

GG: Well, ~e can probably find out, pecause the plantation has given
us the different salaries ...

FY: They have records. Yeah.

GG: ... for different kinds of work at different times. So, do yOll
remember wh.a t your "\V'orking conditions were like, or who did you
have as a boss at that time, or~ ...

FY: ~Vell, as I said, Mr. Clingensrnith was the boss. TI1en he had
offic,e staff like cashier, bookkeeper, a11d ..... the rna.chine tl1at th.ey
operate for maki11g out the bills' and things, but tlle clet~ks were
all under one boss.

GG: VJere tl1ere other WOluen workiJ.1g wi tIl you, too? Or" ...

. FY: 1'hose days .... there were a. few, yes" The Porttlgllese womal1, and
Korean .... I think sllewas there, too. And Japanese ..... gee, I don't
know if· ~f1rs. Koyanagi was there before I was there.. I can't·
remember that. (Chuckles) But, anyway, there were few, because
th.ere wa.s one dry goods department and they had a lady working
there.. And. then, we WOLlld, of course, go from OIle dC!JartnleIlt to
a.11otllcr to accomodate t~le Cllstomer, whatever' they needed, you know·.
Waited on them.

GG: Did the' various , say, did Japal1ese customers .come mainly to Y'Oll, or·
did they go to anybody in the store, or ....

FY: Well, we had another Japarlese man, older man, you know, IlRlch older
than I. He was there long time, so most of them would go to him,
anel theI1, of course, wIlen he's busy ,well, they have to depend
on some011e else. So, t]1en, we \tvaited more on Japanese. Of course,
there were Filipinos.. Wai tell 011 Filipinos. 'Much easier for them.
Bllt later all, "\Ie could. manage, because they could say some simple
scnte11ces, Inaybe, to tell wllat tIley need and stuff. But as long
as we kne\\f "\Tha t tlley \vanted, tllat was simple, beCatlSe t}lel1, you
kn'ow, i t was all in t}1e store.

GG: Right..And it was sort of like a general store? It carried
e\Tcr)Tthil1g, or ...

FY : Ever)Tthil1g from grocery to }lard\vare to, oh, I dOll' t think you can- - ­
Y011· name it. (Laughs)

GG: And they had it, huh?

FY: Yes.

GG: And then you wai ted on customers. Did. you 11ave atlier duties, too,
or did you mark prices and things like that, OY ....
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FY: The prices were marl(ed ill tIle back. Th.ey had a wa.rehouseman. So,
he would do all that, and t11en, bri~g out the goods, and then, of
course, we fill in the' shelves.

GG·: Was there, like, a counter w}lere they had cash registers or how
did you ...

FY: No. r[lle cOllnters---they had long counters on each department ..
TIle cas}l register was OIlly in· t11e front. lVllere the cashier \vould
be.

GG: So the cashier took care of that nart? And then, if they bought
on their bango numbers, then you Just'...

FY: Yes. lVe just charge it, yeah. lVe had---each counter had charge
machine, so we WOll1d charge and the customer take home.

GG: I-.IO\\T \vould. anybody know, though, if somebody wa~s YllD..Jling too high
a balance or something?

FY: The office always notified, you know, and they gave us a list ...
with all the bad accolmts·. That's how we would check.

GG: Oh. I think I asked you a little bit .before, and I don't remember
if yOll told lTIe too much abollt ho\v they would decide wIlen YOllr
balallce was too l1ig]1. Did you llave anything to do with tllat?

FY: No.

GG: Or do you know how it worked, or ....

FY: No, the office took strict ....

GG: Care of all of tJlat. Okay. And you lived in a house on Goodale
llJltil at tIle time when you left?

FY: 1965. Yes.

GG: .l~J1d then, did. you COIne right to this .house?

FY: No, we went to Keahipak.a Lane. VJe If\TCre really fortunate about
}10llse. Filldillg, you knO\\T. It jus t hc.lPl)C11Ccl t11a t the couple t11at
were living tllere had moved out aJld. the pco'pIe in the front WI10

·were our good friends, they told us ,because the)' heard-- -they la1ew
tllat hTe ,vere 10oki11g for Jl0lISC. So he told lIS, "Yoll better ]lurr)'
IIp and," yOll kJ10\~T, "put )iour JlaJne ill or TIlake a call." So, lye did
it right alva)'. A1ld then' we "Tere able to rent tIle house from them.

GG: And your llusband. had gone wi tIl tIle draft board in 1940?

FY: YeaJl.

GG: rrhatwas just before the lVar?
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r:y: l\'hcI1 the lVcl"r canIe, he was tlle re for little \vhile, and tllcn tIley
11ad orders that all Japanese ancestry people working for draft
boarel has to be let out. So he got---he 11ad to leave t11e job.

GG: H~ W3.S11 't American citizen or }le was ...

FY: I-Ie is. He is. And he's Tl0t a dual citizen. J'ust,yOll know,
Anlcrican citiz811. Mei 50, he. 11,HJ to' look for jol), and tll0se
da}'"s, :it was so l1ard to find, IJccause :it \v<JS wartime ancl a.liens,
)lOU kno\v, tl1cir goverrlillcnt ,Japal1esc, see (Chllckles) so, all J'apanese
people \vere 110t able to get governnlent job. 'But he tried, kept
trying, and he would - - -he fornd tl1is job wi th tllis - -what did he say
it was, now?

END OF SII}E ONE
SIDE TWO.

FY: ... because he was wOI~kin.g fay the draft board, 59 that time, I guess,
tIley Jnus t l1ave (llleS ti oned him there, because tJICY didn't find anythi11g,
YOlI know, tv-itI1 him, sO •.•• bllt---SO l1C fil1al1y fOlllld tllis job but the
midI1ight s}li ft . Driving a car '\lith those blue lights?

GG: Yes. (Lallglls)

I~Y: Oh,lJoy! '1'}115 IS'just crawl to his job 3rld theI1 "\Then he werlt, 11e
did SOBle, r th.ink ill those days" he had to do mal1llal jol), becau~e

anything, he sale1, he wasn't too picky abollt work as long as yOll have
sonlct hi ng to do.

GG: And he ciro'\re to town ...

FY: No, no. lIe drove to It\Tahiawa. He worked. there fort a while. Al1d
after that .... he fotmd ....wait, I better call him in, I think.

(I-Iusbal1d, Allen Yokonloto(AY) enters)

AY: AftCl' they transfer, I did.....

17¥: Chan.g's place'? Ollt at Chang's place? Work in. the Tnotor'?

AY: OIl yeah, work 111 the motor.

FY: YOll went 'work :in and after that, you WCllt to W.-iliklna Motors?
Lei letn.JCl Mat·ars?

AY : Aprj 1 Lei lehtla ~10tars.

FY: Now, \vhon d.i,d you start tire recapping?

AY: Nineteen .... all, then, T went fyom Leilehua Motor ....

FY: Oh, 24 h01Jr service.

AY: 24 11alrr service. Waikiki.
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FY: TIlen you went to tire recapping. T11at was the last place?

AY: Yeah.

GG:' And tIlen where did he end up....

FY: After he left tllat Territorial Motors, for tire recapping-- ­
Territorial l\10tors? (Addresses AY). They called you back at the
draft board?

AY: I. \Alent the draft board.... 1954.

GG: And then he finished out his.~..

FY: fIe went to the draft· board. TIley called him back. I mean, all
tl10se WJ10 worked for the draft board originally were called back.
Bllt lle was called rather late, youknow~ Some of them were called...

GG: Almost like ten years or so later, yeah?

FY: Yeah. Well, they needed a traveling clerk, you see, so they
ca.lled h.im to come in and he's worked there since fifty ....

GG: FOUT, I think he said?

FY: '51 or '54 ,hiln not sure. Anyway," 54, and then he went to- -­
·(;1'0 _.AY) from t]lere you went to soil conservation?

AY: Soil conservation, federal.

FY: . To fed.eral.

AY: And I stayed there until .... l retired.

FY: Yea}l, 1969. lIe ,vas 67 years old when he reti red, you see. So he's
beell witIl the soil conservatio11 till then. And then, lle. was
retired at tIle age of 67. I-Ie waIltcd to work till 70, but, you know
how government, when tllCy warlt to push yOll out, eh.

GG: Yeah.

FY: 'fhey give you all kind of option, so (Laughs) he lladto leave.
Well, lnaybe 11e. was tired of ridillg the bus already, you know. All
't}nsc years, h.e took tIle bus.

GG: And that ,vas into town, then? It's a long 11aul,. on the bus.
(C11l1ckles)

FY: All day. Leave here early in tIle lTIorning. ·He used to leave about
5:30, .6:30, huh?

GG: A11d. that was before tIle freeways were all finished, too, so ...
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FY: Yes. So tIle road ...

GG: ... it was a extra l~ng ride.

FY: At first, he used to. go with his car, but then--,-,and he had
passengers, you know, those days, you had to take the ...

GG: Ca~)ool? ·Yeah.

FY: Car:pool, so ]le had passengers, so tllat helped, but later on" it was
getting too ffillCh of a hassle.. But parking situation is, so hard to
get, and you know, and so far away, so he decided he'd take the
bus. So he left home on his car and 11e went to '\Vahialva' aIld left
his car by the depot. Then ]1e caught the bus. He used to do that.
But still, he used to come home about 6 o'clock, you know.

GG: Yeah. Going back to the wartime, now" you continued to work in the,
store during the ...

FY: I was there., right through till '65, January.

GG: And how was the connnunity reaction to the ,Japanese people here?

FY: 011, was---'\vell, some of them, I tllillk" the. first generation were
JTIore affected thall 'local people. Because they feel that everybody
else would pick on them, and, of course, those days, the Fi.lipinos,
they killd of rou.gh on all the Japan.ese people.. And tIley were lllc]<y,
becallse,: Filipin.os, al t]10ughtJley' re C011sid.ered Oriental like, hm,
yea.h? Bllt si11ce t]ley been Philippines, they took the jobs that the
Japal1ese people had. And, so, that ,vas kind of bad. But as a
~vl101e, connnullity-wise, it was11't t11at bad. rrlle people were, you
know,. they....wl1at could you say, got along. Managed. No really
hard feelings of any kin.d. '

GG: Yeah.' And your boy wasn't of draft age, quite. Not.' ..

FY : No, h,e was'n' t. I-Ie was too YOl111g. Ivty husband offered- - - those days
they \AJcre taking volunteers for tIle 442 and 100, so he volunteered
and tlle fW111y part is' they took his physical and he passed, but they
told him, "Oh, you're too old."

((~G Chllckles)

FY: rIe \vas 35 at that time, you sec, so they said, "YOll' re too old. for
it. " So 11e said, "~\1hy did t11ey take my pllysical and everything if
tl1ey just going to .... like that?' He \\Tas one willing to go. ,Sohe
said., "~Vell, they don't want more, keep on working."

(Laughter)

FY: A~dth~n this next war ....
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GG: The Korean War?

FY : Yeah, the Korean and th.is ..... my son was going to' school ..
Ul1iversi ty at this time, so- - -a11d 11e was ma'rried, so they didn't
take him. In those days, tIley didn't take .married people. They
]1ad the child, too,. so he didn't get in. I was hoping somebody
i]1 TI1Y 'family would be you know, but we \\Tere U11fertunate, and
yet \ve were .....

'GG: Fortunate, possibly, too. Right.

FY: ... yeah, fortunate, yeah. So he went through to the ~niversity
and-finished, so we still have him. (Laughs)

GG: Yeah. (C11uckles.) WIlen he was growing IIp, now, wha.t were his
~xpcr.ien.ces h~re i11 the COllID1Ulli ty, or ..... you know, as far as goin.g
to sC]1001 and ho'w he go.t alon.g wi th you and .....

FY: (lh, \\le never had. an.y problem, except tllat I used. to \vorl< and TI1Y
11usban.d works, so' na.turally, nobody is home, so he used to play
with his ne..ighbors---I mean, friends who lived in t]le camp, and they
used to come and get him a.nd 11e 'used to go. And na.turally, will
forget time, you know. And lot of times he's not home when I get
hOlne. So when h.e was going to high school, tIle same thing, so he
\Vent llntil S01111omore, tenth grade, at Waialua 1-1igh School.. Then,
we wantecl him to go to Iolan.i School, so we luad.e several applications.
Even before he l'vas in the tenth grade, we asked i f we COllld get ·him
ill. Bllt tllose d.ays .... they didn't take too many because they. ha.d
dornli tori es . Al1d day sC}lolars, too. So, we kept wri ting- - - he kept
wri ting, tcause ''''e wanted him to be under some kind of supervision,
yOll see. Finally, they llotified tllat he was accepted. You krio,,,, ,
they would accept him. But, of course, passing the t~est. After
all t11at, they will accep·t him. So h.e went to take the test and
he was---passed through, so they accepted him, so he went in from
junior year, and he stayed at the donnitory and he used to come
hOlne once a \veek. Stay over Saturday and go back on Sundays, and'
then dllri11g his senior )'ears, well, tllere are TIl0re things tllat he
did, you kl10W, because }1e got---he 'Alas involved in trac·k. He IO'ved
basketball from the tinle llC was a Ii ttle boy. So .... there are more
tiJnes that day to speIld at dorm... 50, he wouldn't come home. Only
certairl vacations ,like tha.t, and then ll01idays.. Then he would
COIne home. So lve used to go into to\vll every Slulday. ivty husband.
allel I \\TOllld go take his 13lulclry, you kno\rV, di.rty laund.ry bag alld.
cleat1 l'aunclry bag to him, al1d then, of course, we made food. You
kno\v, tJ1CY' re allvays hungr)T, ancl tlley If\Ta.11t to eat something, so we
used to make tJapa,nese riceballs, and, you know, things like th.at,
anc1 all kin.cIs of things we thoug11t the kids WOllld enjoy" We made
enollgh S'o that his frierlds ...

GG: Could share. Right.
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FY: Yeah. :tvll1m. So they looked forward to that, and 11e finished Iolani.

(tiusballd (AY) comes in.)

GG: (To AY). You had enough,' hull?

AY: 'Nuff. Two hours of it. (Chipping golf balls in yard).

(Lallgl1ter)

FY: .so by the time }le was higll SCllool, he was playing basketball and I
said, track. And he turned out for baseball, bltt baseball wa.sll't
exa.ctly his game, but they asked 111m to turn out so 11e did. And
tIlen, l1e ,,,,ent to University. At the Ul1iversity, he made pretty
good in these track events' and he turned out for 11asketball and 11e
was on the team. He was a skinny, lanky fellow. But, as I said,
l1is first love was ba.sketball. Alway's pla)ring. From the time he
wa.s a----we had right al)ove tIle (loor, he would nail a can, at first.
That's how l1e started. WitIl tennis balls in. TIlen. as he got older,
he put wire, big wire ... outside on the garage. And finally, he
got h.im a l'"im basketball.- I-Ie \vould play with t]le father, you know.
So .... and he used to go and practice all by himself do"WIl the gym.

GG: In Waialua?

ry: Yeah. I-Ie loved 11is---tl1at mue}l 11e loved his basketl)all game, so ....

GG: When you first started. working, he wa.s what? About eight, or....

FY: Uh.... 1940. He's 29. Forty. 11. Fifth grade about.

GG: So, he \\la.s already old elloug]l to kirld of be on ]lis own. You didn't,
have to }1ave somebody CaIne and stay wi th 11im, so ....

FY: 1'10. I·Ie used. to go to Japanese school after. English school. That
was a waste of time.

(Laugllter)

GG: Bl.lt yOll tried to continlle the Cllstoms?

FY: Yea}l. That \va.y, he would be in school t}lat much longer, and then ...
aLIt of miscllief, you see, so ]le went to J.apan;ese SCll0ol, but it just
was waste of time.

(GG la.uglls)

FY: He d,oesn' t know a tIling even now. But, i twas a1right. I mean,
then, in wartime, they completely cut out the Japanese schooling, eh,
so, he was happy.
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(Laughter)

GG: I-IO\\T did 11e find in school during the wartime? Did they give him a .
bad time in school, at all or ....

FY: Oh, you Ineall the kids? Being Japanese? No, because his friends
were JaI1anese. He ]1ad leorean friend, Hawa.iian friel1d, Portuguese
fri end, you kl10W. .So, actually, he was a fr iendly boy, .so he never
had a problem making fr·ien.ds. He's always been that way_ So, he was
fortunate. I mean, nobody picked 011 him, like t11at.

GG: A11d 11e married a Japanese girl, OT ••••

FY: Yes, they met at the Universi ty . Tlley' re same age. She's fr01TI
l\1aui, but she was stud.ymgat tIle Universi ty donn, yOll know, those
donns.

GG: Okay. !u1d tell me some of the, maybe, Japanese Cllstoms that YOll've
tried to keep with YOlIY family dO\\7J1 throllgll the years. Your eating
habits, do you eat mostly Japanese food, OT ....

FY: No, we'd eat all, mixed eating~ you know, food. On special occasions,
yes, I \vould.prepare Japanese food, you know, like New Year's and
Boy's Day or Girl 's Day. They will 11ave certain food, you know.
~1y fat}lcr was a very strict man, so 11e' brought Ul) qtli te strict
(liscilJlil1ary, you know, way. And so, I had a tenden.cy to d.ig into
that, too,. son1chow, you k110W, a 1thOtlgh he's not. I-Ie t s more American.
(Refers to 11usband) .

(Laug11ter)

FY: ()f cOllrse, tilnes have cllanged. ·Everything is, you know, with this
generation, you know, everybody's more Ame'ricani zed tllan anything else,
so ....

GG: W]lat about your recreation? M1at did you folks do for enjoyment or
fun, you know, after you moved to Waialua?

FY: Oh, we used to go to town every Saturday right after he got through
with. 11is work. We would go to to\\TT1. lVe had friends, you know, and
theIl, we stayed overnigllt till Su.nday. Come back, and then, in between
when they have sports of any kind or school sports oY---we would go.
We \\Tere Cl.lways sport minded. Bllt he loves s!Jorts and I do, too.
Especially football. Baskethall. Baseball, no. It's a little too
slo\;\1, like, for LIS. Altllough \ve'(l watch sometimes, but then, not to
say tllat lve' (1 go spend t11e money to go see a baseball.

GG: And tIle track, too. You said your son was ....

FY: Track, yes.

GG: Wh.at 'were 'llis special evel1tS., OY ••••
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FY: Daddy, what was his ....dash?

AY: 1\Tho?

FY:' Sonny.

AY: He was 'a hurdler. Hurdler and a javelin throw.

FY: That f stIle Ul1iversi ty, tl1o,ugh.

AY: Yeah.

FY: He ran short distance.

AY : No, hurdling.

FY: Just-·--he 'didntt do any rU11ning?

AY: He didn't do any sprinting. Or nmning.

GG: I ha.ve a daugllt'er tl1at's in track, too" so' I'm really interested in
tllat.

AY: Yea]l, girls go into that now.

GG: 'She's ill the 440 a11d the 880--her individual events and also the
relays, so ....

AY: Those are, you know, need lot. of stamina. You know, 440, especially.

GG: Yeah. So, did, you folks play cards, or ...

PY: Oh, yes. .We play cards. (1aughs)

AY: After 1ve Crone }1ere, we didn't play.

FY: lVe IJ1ayed little while, l)ut not the way when we were on Kauai. ~Ve'd

play tilt, yOll know, and SUllclay nights \ve play.

AY : Satllrday night we play becallse ...

.FY: Slinclay IllorIling, we're through. (IJallglls) About 5, 6 0' c.lock in the
rnorlli11g, tIlen everybody go llome. to thei r 110TI18S, you kJ10W.

GG: What kjnd of card games did you ...

FY: Trumps and th.ings like that. No~ ..

AY: We didn't ganlble.

FY: We didn't gamble. No poker or anything like that.
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GG: \\lhat about h:ll1afudC!, you play that, or....

FY:. Yes, I play more. He didn't play han.aflldCl. too much. So I played
hanafuda . Then, of course', we went to the movies.

GG: How was tIle main way you got your news when you first came here?
Radio or newspaper or talking \vi th friends or ,how.. '.

FY: Yes, we llad. radio. And~ ...

AY: Newspaper.

FY: Newspapers, we always 11ad.
at that time Eor a \vhile.

We even l1ad Kauai newspaper mailed to us .
And then ...

GG: ~Vay back tIlell?
th.e ne\AlSpapers

Because a lot of people said they couldn't afford
at tllat time, S,o ••••

FY: No, we did. So ....we kept up on news with the paper.

GG: Did you listen to the radio a lot, too, or....

FY: Tllose days, yes', because no TV, Ull huh. So we would listen to the,
TV----radio. rrhose days they had those. soap operas on the radio, toe,
so we listen to certain operas.

GG: "One Mall" s Fanlily," and,..

.(Laughter)

FY: Well, especially "Ma Perl<ins" and, you know, all t·hose~ old stories.
Gee, I ca.n' t even remember the names already ..

eGG laugh~)

GG: 1'}lat' 5- - -my O\vn kids say to rne 110W, "How did you ever have any fun?
You didJl' t 11ave TJ!"

(Laughter)

·ff: Oh, yes .. NO\J\T days you have 'rv. Especially for us, it's rea.lly good,
you know, because in t11e evcIlings we can't go out at all. 1-Ie does]1' t
drive nights at all. Ul1less someone would come and pick us up. Or
my son says he'll pick us up.

GG: Do you have other family here at all, too, on this island or in
Waialua area or. . . . '

, FY: No" Not in lVaialua, but my son folks Iive in Sunset. They're the
·closest ..
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GG: Does your hllsband }lave fanlily?

FY: His relatives are all in town.

GG: .Many left back on Kau.ai at this point or ~ ...

FY: He has two brothers on Kauai. That's a.11. So this Yokomotos are a.l1 one
clan, 'you know.

GG: I sec. Alld then, WhC11 did you get your fi.rst car?
one all Kalli, you said, ' caus e he was working, 1ike

Of course, he had
that.

FY: I-Ie always had car, yeah. We brought the car over from .Kallai over here.
(ToAY)We came on the Terra-plane, right?

AY: 'Yeah, tl1ey had Essex Terra-plane \vhen we came over.

FY: (Latlghs) Those days, th~y had Terra-plane. We crone with that.

GG:' What is tllat?

PY: Terra-·plane. (Laughs) It '5 an automobile. (Laughs)

AY: The'y don't make. 'em allY more.

FY: rrhat' s outmoded already. Bilt that's wha t we used to 11ave.

AY: 111at 's thQ AtSUll rvlotorcar Conlpany.

GG: But yOll caIne on a boa t. from ...

AY: Yeah, came on a boat.

FY: Came on the l)oat, and then lve had to wait for the car to arrive, .you 'know,
later all.

AY: Next day .

.FIT
: 'fhcn we hacl---aftcr that, we had a Pl.ymoutJl.

AY: Yeah,. \ve cha.nged to Plyrllouth. change qlli te a bi t.

fY: \Ve hacl t11c PIYIllOlltll, then \f\lC had the Buick. Second h~1l1d BU.ick. We
didl1 , t have ... ·

AY: During the lVar, you couldn't buy 3J1)' car. Gas ratio11.

C;G: You could.only llave so much?

AY: lVell, I was workjng, by that tiJne, the tire reca!)pirlg plant was on
deferlse C011tract, so Ollrs c~n .... I renleJnber;o But you had to ..... not
share the ride, but you had to carry passengers.
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FY: Carpool.

AY: You know, people move ill town. lhe rest of the War., I thin'k, was five
gallons a month or so. So all the haoles in Manoa wi thBui'cks and

,Cadillacs, they were selling their car-.-

GG: ,For cheap, huh? (Laughs)

AY: Chcc]p. Yeal1 , cheap, because, they call't JTIOVC the, car.

FY: Get the gas, so ........ (Laughs)

AY: No tHOre gas. Tl1ell those second halld cars l)egan to sell at .... oh,
went sky }lig}l. 1941 Chevrolet was se lling for about eleven fortY,-five.
l.Jsccl.

GG: What ahOtlt wh~ile 'you were at thep1alltation? ll1Cy had the '49, I think
or '46 big strike \v}lC11 unions canlcin. 110w did that affect you or
what we're you doing at tIle store, or ..,..

FY: Oh, yes. We 11, oh, wh.en we were workillg for the IJlantation ...

AY: You had to join the union.

I~Y: Yeah. When we \vcrc working ,for the p]antatioll, we were in tIle lillian.
So \vhen the strike was on ,we used to 11<:lVe meeti.ngs at the ,-~anlp. 1'}1ere

, \vas :1 hi g . Ccllllp j II - ... ,~·where they had all officials there. rrhc J11Clnllcrs
who would get together and, plan what to do for entertainment arid things,
like that. And those ~vho could go out to fish go out fishing so tllat
they bring tl1e food over here. We had food over th.ere.

AY; Oh", )Teah ,get your food.

FY: Sec,:;o wC----;Jnd then, they raj~ecl the vegetables. Vict.ory (;arden,
they called it. (Laughs) Yeah, so .... \vC had quite a spell of it,
<Ind "ve used to go (] round t.o sec i f anythj ng 's out of hand aT sonlctl1ing
like that... IllY and lTight, they 11<'1(.1 at this club where we hacl the
nlcctings. We had the cntcrtainlllcnt. 'I'hey would plan a certain tinle
to have (J certain kjnd of program, you know.

GG: Do you remenll)er ,\That 'kind of l)rograJllS, or ....

FY; 011, \vC had all the peopJ e who could, yOll kno\v, have an)T kind of tal cnt,
1~ould perform. si'ng, dance, whatever'. And then, later, they had the
hoxing teams come in, too, so the people had distractions instead of'
heing con~talltly renlinded of the strike.

GG: Ane.! your husband, of COllrsc, was not \\Torkillg In plantation, so it
probably didn't affect 'you as d,irectly as Inaybe=--yoll KnCNJ, in tel111S of
loss of wages or ...
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FY: Yeall , that part was okay.

GG: And tIle wonlen participated in the meetings and things, too?

FY: Yes, they do the kitchen work.

GG: And 110W' long---do you remember abOl.lt how long it lasted?

FY: Gee, about t}lree mOl1ths, Illll1? We had- - -everyday we had meeting.
Those who couldn't come during the day would go evenings.

GG: And the ·up.ion leaders would come and talk, or....

FY: MhJn. Mhm.

GG:' And w]1at was the commW1i ty reaction at that time, or ....

FY: ~Vell, t]ley were ctll l",orking for hig}ler wages ... So. U11til that was
settled, tl1ey would.... otherwise, they didn't get out of hand., you
know, at all. Most time.

GG: And then, when. they converted everything to cash., and you had to
start paying rent and thihgs like that, how did they work that, or....

FY: A lot of people had to adjust to slowly pay their IJack bills because
they were out of work for---of course, some of them, those ~10 had
TI10I1CY saved were a.bIe to l<eep til). Some of them were rnore unfortW1ate,
tJlough, t,hey had to go keep all pa'yillg 11ntil they caught up with it,
but it took qui te a while before they did that. ' . '

GG: And was the store closed during the time of tIle strike, or ...

FY: No, the store was open.

GG: And did you'work at the store during the strike, or .....

FY: No, we d.idIl't---c}lee, I ...

GG: Or did tl1e lunas come in an.d h.elp do things like that, or....

FY: No .... I think some of us did work. But ,v-hatever we Ihade, we }1ad to
share, you kno'\l, with tl1e ones that J1CVer did. any'\lork. So, I ClOll't
think. I ever stayed honle frOTII '\lark. lVe (lid go t.o· ,,,ork, but tllell "\le
}lad to turn ill part of our earllillgs to help the union luembers, you
knO\V,, those wl10 didn't.

GG: Did you usually have a vegetable garden of your own when you were
working, or did you have time to have your own vegetable garden in
your yard, or ....

FY: lVe are not the planters, to e .. " .. (Laughs) lAle did all t11e marketing
for our vegetables.
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(Laughter)

FY : ~Ve 're not tI1e farming type, so you don't see anything. (Laughs)

GG: .It looks nice, though.

FY : Fanning or ...

(LalIghter)

FY: ~Vel.1, at least, we try to pull t]1eweeds so that it'll look nice.
Like yesterday, we fi11ish the back pa.rt, you know, whatever comer
we }1ad over there. 'Lot of koas growing so we cleaned that out.

GG: They take over in a hurry, too, don't' they?

FY: Oh, yes. So we· had to dig it all up.

GG: l'Yh.at about dllring tI1e time you were with the plantation, in tenns of
heal th, did yOll have to use tIle hospi tal, ()a)T 01' ....

FY: Yes. J10spital, I went to the hospi tal. I had surgery during the
wartime. An.c.l my son had an acciclent. He was playing wi th someone,
and the person threw a panax hedge, and you know, that. t11ing was
kind of slant, and...

GG: Oh, yeah.

FY: ... t11rew and it missed. Just cut llis eye open over here. Like lid.
So, we had to take him to the hospital.

AY: Did we pay for services? Chee, don't remember now.

FY: Those days, no. Medication .... private rooms, we paid. part of. Then;
tllcrc was allother tiIne when my son was playing baseball wi th his
friend at the ...

AY: .AJld he collid.ecl with one ... and he got·hurt .

. FY: ... eleJnentary sellool. They both we11t for t118 SaIne ball. And 'tlle
other fellow was s110rter than my son, 'you see, so wIlen 11e crashed
into him, he bumped l1is n.ose a.nd he broke his nose. And so, 11e went
.in th.e 110spital for that an.d later on tl1cy didn't cIa a good job at
tlle llospi tal over here so we l1ad to take him to specialist in town.
A11d then he had to rebreak the thing---nose and then ...

AY: He had to reset the thing.

FY: Yes, 11e had to crack it allover.

GG: Oh boy.
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FY: Reset it, and so he had quite a time of that.

GG: Bu.t t11e hospi tal had complete 110Spital services, but ...

FY: ,Oh, well, the pla.ntation one, yes. But outside, when we .went to the
specialist, we had to pay on our own. When I had surgery.... I don't

. remeTnber if we paid---r thinl< .we had to pay the difference in the
private roonl because I was in a private roonl, so ....but ot}ler than
t}lat, I don't relnember if medication we paid or 110t Q So, in a way,
llOSpi tal" the planta.tion took care ... so that helped, too.

GG: . I'~ow, could your husband use thehospital , too, during the time you
were working there, or...

AY: I think I had to ...

FY: He could use, but he would have to pay.

Ai'L: I }lad to pay. Just like an out !Jat---I mean, nOnplaJltation.
Outsicler.

GG: But after the union came, did they have hospital plan for employees
and their spouses, so ....

FY: 011, yeah.

GG: fuld what about, ll0W, tIle shippillg strike in 1949. Did that affect
you folks at all, or ....

FY: \Vell, we couldn't get lot of things, so' that was a problem, you know.
But then, they managed'.

GG: The store wasn't able to get certain thing.s to ...

FY: Lot of thin.gs, yes, tlley couldn't get ..

GG: Yea]l.

FY: And being so far a\AJay, too, \ve rall out of things. So, naturally, rice
is the most imlJorta11t food. for all tIle people in the plantation.

GG: Everybody, rigllt.

, FY: So they wOl.lld store, you know. People \t\lould hoard, and some of them
''\Tould l1ave Inore t}lan what others had, so t]lat made quite a problem.
And certain 'can goods.

GG: And by the time you C~le here in '36, they already had electricity
and indoor toilets, right?

py.: all, tIley }lad, yes.

GG: In the ll0use.
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FY : They had ~verything.

GG: And your electricity bill, you said you paid for.

FY: Yeah, electricity...

GG: That was like a dollar a month or something, I think, aT . ...

FY: (To AY) Oh, plantation electricity we were using, yeah? Those days.
Not Hawaiian Electric? Or was it from...

AY; I think was plantation power.

FY: Plantation power so we didn't pay, eh.

AY: We paid.'

FY: We paid tIle electricity?

AY: Y-eail, little bit.

FY: But not ... the same as outside, yeah.

GG: Not like today. (Laughs)

AY: Oh, I was ·gettillg.... 1 paid little bit, because ....

FY: You salary man.

AY: Salary. You on salary. Yeah, we paid for, little bit, but ...

FY: Water was free.

AY: ... llaole workers, I think, was free. Free---they used 'to give us
wood.

FY: Firewood.

AY: And furnace. Outside.

FY: 'Cause some of them had heaters olltside.

'AY: We had heaters, like that.

'GG: Your kitchen was already inside, those days, too.

FY: Yes. Kitchen, bathroom, everyt11ing was inside.

AY: But th.e ones in the camp had, what you call it, were outside, eh.

FY: Outside toilet, yeah. People in the caIDp,they were outside toilet.

GG: Still at' t]1at time?
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AY: IJsually, that' 5 community bat]1 'house, then. They l1ad cOJ:Ill11uni ty bath
house. As I said, we lived in t]le Skill CaJnp, so everything would
be IIp to date. Convenience of toilet and batllroom"kitchen,
everything.

GG: You had electric stove in those d~ys?

FY: Electric stove, refrigerator.

'GG: ()}l, refrigerator, too?

FY: 011, yeah.

AY: 'Yeah, we 11ad.

FY: We bought the refrige·rator ...

GG: Not icebox? Refrigerator?

FY: No. lV~ brougJ1t the refrigerator from Kauai. A snlall Hot ...

AY: ,No, we 11ad a regular four tubits. Small one. About half the size
of t}le one we have now.

GG: But, lot of people tIlen, I 'thin.k, still had iceboxes.

FY: rrhey did., yes.

GG: Arld the iceman had to come.

FY: He' came.

(Laughter)

FY: We must be al1 odd couple. I bet you find that we don't remember lot of
things whereas other people could really recall the past more ....

AY : Becallse I j un1lled. around.

GG: Well, everybody's s tory is irlcliviclual, you kllOW, allcl' as we get more,
the11 , we'll be able to see if there are trends or patterns and
t11ings like that., But ....

FY: Someo11easl<ed me once, "I-Iow CaIne you don't remember?" I said, "1
, don't know. I just don't remember." You know.

AY: Moving. Changed job so often. It's pitiful.

(Laughter)

FY: We sl10uld have made notations before.
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AY: You know, when I file the Civil Service, what do you call, examination
questionnaire, you know....

GG: They don't have room for you to put all the jobs.

AY : Yeah, t11ey didn't have room, and I didn't remember. (Laughs)

FY · I-Ie l1ad to have several s11eets extra.

(GG lallghs)

GG : W11a t a.bout - - - do you recall anything dur~.ng the tinle when t11ey had t11e
Red Scare, Jack. I-Iall, and some of, you know, where everybody wa.s- --
I gtless, there was a lot of fear, because they were saying people
were C'JnnTIunist and things like that. I think it was in late '405'
and early '50s. Do you .....

AY: Yeah, yeah..

FY: I d-O}l' t remember having any kil1d. No .

. GG: And what al)Ollt sta.tehood tillle? Did that have any effect on you or
do you feel like i t somehow cllanged the connnuni ty or changed your
life?

FY: Well, I think it changecl everybody's life, I'In Sllre, you know, but
then, other thaIl that, well, maybe some people say was better if
we ha.ci stayed as a, you know, city and county il'lstead ofa state.

AY: Terri tory, .you m.ean.

FY: So, yOll can ....well, tl1ere are both sides. Good points on bot11 sides,
you know , being a territory or a state, so, it's 11ard to say, you
know.

GG: Yeall. Well, I thinI<:, unless there's anything else you want to add,
that ju.st abollt covers the ballparl<:, so ....

FY: I \~ish I \AJas TIl0re thorough abollt givin.g you all the his tory, but
there's so TIlany things you can't rememher. I meall ....

GG: Is there a.nytlling special tllat stands out, or, you lal0W, a
significant eVeJlt?

FY: No. ~Ve really don't have that kind of (Laugl1s) thing going for us,
so we're real homebodies.

GG: Except you really can't say t}1at witl1 your reW1ian and yau'r amliversary
and everythillg that's happened this year. Tllose are pr~tty special.

FY: lVell, that's something real special. And having a 50th anniversary.
Both of t]lcln at t}1e same year---on the same·year. I thin~ t11at's
really sOInething, you. know.



GG: . T11at 's something t11at doesn't 11appen to very many people'. That ' s
for sure.

FY: I dOll' t think so.

(l.Jaughter)

rl': So, I feel killd of hOTlorecl. (Lal.lghs) Told my classmates, I said,
fjrrhis is a real special year, because we 113.d both fifty years
eVeJ1ts, yOll IG1ow." .A11cl they said, "Oh, yOll alreaely .... ?" I said,
"Sllre, 1926, I got married." And then we l1ave the reunion this
year. Something extra.

GG': Something to. remenlber for the res t of your days.

FY: I dOll' t think th.ere' s a.ny of my classmate. that aT1Y of them had 50th
aru1iversary yet'. Because no one Jnentioned anytJ1ing. And I didn't
mentiorl to everybody, but a few of my friends kll0lAJ' about it, you
know.

GG: Yeah. Well, I think that's about .... it,.

END OF INfERVllnv

654
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BTCX_~RA1)l-IICAL SlJMMARY: NORIYU KOGA, retired vegetable wholesaler and
retailer

NOT'i)Tll Koga was born in Kumamoto, Japan on January 28, 1904. f1e canlC

lvith 11is parents to Hawaii in 1919. Becallse he had t.o help slIpport his
falnily, he was unable to attend scllool. flis fatller worked. in the plantation
fields C111d llis rnot}ler hat} a tofu shop. Noriyu held a 'variety of jobs
includingplal1tation field aiid mill work, cowboy work, contract fanning,
frui t and vegetable wll0lesaling during the War, and veget'able peddling.
I-Ie cl rove a buswlyile llis wife ran a flower shop, bl.lt e'ventually sold the
bllses to his 5011 wllcn he retired. For over 15 years, he also did part-time
wri ting ~ulcl reporting assignI1lents for tIle f1~wai i !!-)C~i newspaper.

Noriyu traveled to Cllina before World War II. He ,vas instI"lnnental
in startillg a kendo_ group and putting on a shibai beJlefi t in Wahiawa.

Noriyu aIlc1 11is wife of 47 years presently live in Waialua.

NCJI'E: ~1r .. Koga Llsed many Japanese 11hrases in his intervje\vs. I-lis (laughter,
IJianc Koga, and the J:3tl111ic StLldies Oral I-listory Proj ect staff transcribed
and trans] atcd the tapes. Transl ati.ons in parentheses follow the t.Japanese
words and phrases. .
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11 ape No. 1-2-1-76

ORAL HISIDH.Y INTERVIEW

with

Noriyu Koga (NK)

Jllne 25, 1.976

Waialua, Hawaii

BY: Howard Nonaka (HN)

I'JK: We COlne over here. I don't ·kllOW when, but anyway, he lnake pineapple
fie-ld, eh. Pi.nc~pple busi11ess, eh. Alld then, he broke and we come
llown to Waia·lua Pl antation, yOll see. rThat time, IJincapple were,
yOll Io~o\v; so darlln cheal). No can sc11 . Soi 11 that clays, you get
111ent~y lJlace to lease. fmd so nlany, I think, so 11lany hlu1drcd. acre
\vas. And he I118ke 'ern one tilnc. {--Ie 110 carl get 110thi ng because all ripe.
Nobody can take. So, llc gOi11g all l)llSt UI) and. he corne down over
here. Waialua P1aJltation. And tl1Cll, he goillg worl< througl1 the
.Q~~~..t __~_~., eh. Sugar cane .}lClj2ai_. Sugar cane carry 11.P cia kind
train. But he not so well, 'as why kind of }la-rd.. Lit~fl~e--.bTt.

'As whytlley going call me fronl cJal)an. Alld theIl, I come over here.

FiN: I-row m~lny in your famil'y ,that tiTIIC?

NK: (Jh~ that tilnc, 1 thillk .... 1 conlC from Japan al1d thell they get ....
'fed ga---.oh, rrcd wa rnada ·uttankano (---oh, J wonclcr if l'ed.was born
yet)f·-·' And. the!l ~J~imes :-'·-AilCftfien-'Sini tt'y. Arld ~Jalnes and SIDitty ga
lunaretankaJlo. ( I wonder if James alld Smi ttywe're bar!l)? I think­
sOTIlethriig lfke that. So all together, seven. One sister arId six
brothe rs . So T got to hust Ie for tIle l1ani (wha t .yOll migllt call) - - ­
kaukalJ, eh. T wClnt to go school. Buthe-(fatller) say, "No can.
-r~11il}()t. Because yOll going schoo1, 110l)ody going ,,,ark .. '. No 'TIl1£f
(enough) cat." So T got to .... no can do nothing, 'as why·, all, got
to work. Go car]y morning and then late afternoon. Alld thell~ r
think, that tiJllC, T get only one dol]ar. ()nc dollar one day.
And t}lcn 23 days you work, YOll get ten cents hOIlllS, aile day.
Anyw8y .... dark to dark, you kl10W. rrwclvc hOllr, a]nlost, time.
Work shitek3ra (After J \vo1'k), $1.10 or $J.20. T thillk. T go make 'em.
But t113t~--kln(r·-time, everyth.i ng, oh, not 1ike no\'" , hut rice and shoyu,
like that all cheap, so we can] ive 'CJT1, hut still \ve get plenty-­
brothC'·rs that· all no can---)'OU know, no 'nuff TI10ne)'. Evcrytilne
balance, lJalance, ell. Fl.ljioka Store., I get balance, ple11ty. (Chllckles)
And theIl, lny mother s tC'll1ted da kind, eh. rr6fuya (Tofu shop).
Tofu, YOll kllOW. rr6fu uru (SC-rllng--t6fu). She go lnake. And tIlen I
come- hOlne the wor](~I go d.eliver tofu and sell. So I come home
every njght about 8 o'clock, 7':30---to'8 o'clock, I think. And then
sometime I gOillg down t}ley~--,,,,ay down Kahapae. Mokuleia .. All
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the 111antation Canl!), ell .. All go around, eh. Alld with the horse ..
trunk horse you get. CLaughs) Skinny kind. ATld .. 4O •. shitekara ,
nanikano C...... tllen w}lat)? ~1y lJrother ga, ~Jamcs ga uTnareru (My
brotl1cr~Tanles was borri)4O And Slnitty gallmareru c-CAnd--smi tty was born).
So ]lc1l-l lJp. So my mother no call \vork-.- That kind time we got to
....... nalli (what you might call)? Koklla nlaking, the tofll .. Early in
the morlling, get IIp. ()}1, so danm-sleepy!

(Laughter)

NK: Bllt before we go work, we make 'em like this. All .... tofu" yOll kl10W ••••.

grollnd SllrLl ilO yo, soshi te Ol1C or t\vO tilTIC gurai yuganSfUTekara ( ....we
grol.J11d the-soy bean0heJl abollt one or t-ViO times we l)oiled it) .
.1 go to work. You corne home. Just like mill all same. Work like
hell ,you k'llOW. No more time to play!

£-IN: ("low old \vere you. then?

~~K: Oh, that t.iITIC 1 was in 16 or 17. Yeah. T tll:illk 17 or 15 gUfl-ll (arOlLTld)"
Sixtcen, ka (1 \vOllder if it's 16)'1 FifteCJl or 16, T t]Yink--:--'"[)h,
nlY plantation., lifetime. And then T going out. Strike conliJlg out,
110 more job. So T have to go Wahiawa. And then cowboy. (Chllckles)
rraking cure for tIle cow, eh. I got to watcll 'enl. Oh, that tiJIle' good
jolJ, because I like horse. And T like ride the -horse, but so many,
'Y'Oll kl10W; al)Ollt fi fty to sixty cow, bllt you got to WG! tch, one man,
sec. 'As right. Go rOllnd on the sid_c. rrhey go inside tIle pineapp1c
fjeld, you know, those guys. So everytirne we got ito watch Ollt, ell.

tIN: Got to go 'CllClSC 'CDl and take 'eIn, eh?

NK: Chase' enl and then no can go illS ide the - - -no Inore fen_ce , see, that
time. 'As \vhy cow go inside , quick tilne he go il1side the rincapple
field, eh. rnl~y like eat 'em, eh. So we no can give 'eDl the pineapple,
'as whytlley going ....we got to watch 'enl. Oh, bllt during da kind time,
good. fun, eh. ---

lIN: flow long you work there?

NK: CJh, ;JhOllt s.ix nlonths, I guess. And then come home..After strike,.
corne home (]Jld then T go l>lantatiol1 again. And I go nlal<e cut cane.
And then, sonlctinlC, the mi 11 .

HN: HOlv J11uch yOll was getting paid, cut cane?

NK: ()]1, cut cane, abol.~t .....maybe one line, J think, contract, 'as WIlY,
OJIC cents or sOlne\vhere around there, I think. One CCl1tS or t\vO cents.
No more tlvO cents, th.ough, I tl1ink.

I-IN: TlvO cents 'for what? One line?

NK: One line.

HN: What is tllat?
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NK: One Jine mean ...... before get w3ter eOD.rse to water COllrse, see. Water
and water running, ell. So abotlt tIle .... how many feet? More t}lan IS
feet ka (or) tweIlty feet on one line. T think twellty feet. So that
one, when you going cut, one cents.

HN: How big you got to Cllt?

NK: ()h, jt just like a cane, so all mix inside, yeo}l, 'as WIlY ta.ke 10Ilg
t:inlc ..

lIN: Got to cut certain. size, just ...

NK: Certain size, )'eah, and then, to!? off and then, down below, )'OU kJ10lV,

they' need. the slIgar, 'as why, they going cut that. ... wa)T d.o\VJ1 lJclow, ell ..
So ....... I think, sometime we make contract, that kind time, dollar half
or $1.60, T tllillk, alI d.ay. And. some Sillcrrt guy, they make 'enl two
dollar over. Bllt like us, 11ew nleIl and then young kid, 'as \\Thy rio
can Inake that nluch. .

h't~: Yeal1.

NK: Sometime we make 'em lazy, 'as why. 11

00 much tirec!, eh.

(I-IN chuck] es)

NK: So js sugar'cane inside pla.ce, I going .. '.. sit dOWll, and story.

(Laughter)

NK: rrOO l1clnlJ.tai (sleepy). 'fhen, all tIle young kid, ell" ~lrc inside
ther'e~----:Just like, oh, in IIOW clays young kjd, same thing. l 1 hree, fOllY
gllYS sta'Y togetller, eh, if talk story, they 110 going cut, eh.
Bumbye, Illna come. "Eh, what's a matter wi th you guys? '.' But we
make -C011tract, see.

liN: Yeah. (Chuckles)'

NK: Sornctilne, we no like cut hand, so da kind time, T think even though
forty CCTltS or .rift)! cents, I think, one day, but tlakind. iob 2et.
and then, that aIle no carl ITlake nloney, so I go inside nilIT.·· Fire ~
l{OOll1, the eng-ine room, all killCl. And then ...

lIN: Anything interestjng you llsed to do in the mill?

:NK: ()h, yea.h, me, interesting, bllt no can go up, because plen.ty guys stay
U]) there.. YOl1 \~ork alJol.lt tlvO .years, rnaylJe, you can get foreman,
or. 't\That, bllt that guy (the forenlan at the tilne), he no going quit.
We no call gaup aJ1Y more, see. 'As why, sa.lne old pay and then. 'As
,,,,hy I t11ink $1.35 or somewhere arotmd there.

HN: LOllg llollrs, too?

NK: Long 11ours, 12 hours. Was two shift. Night and a. day. Hodake
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~}allj. YQ.l!Q Crllcrefore, a:-; you Iliay know), kirld of llard tinlc. And
sonlctilne, you sleepy. Da kind time, you know, hoo boy'! Warm, eh.
And t.hen, hot. Sometime noisy, so you llsed to that kind place, eh,
yOll dOll' t lalO\\! wha t to do, because, oh! You get tired a11d sleepy.
Bumbyc dan.ger, yOll kll0W, that th.ing. If you going sleep over t}lere,
f~il-1down ins ide the cane, you pau a] ready, you see. (Laughs)

fIN: Yeah.

NK: So we no CdT1 sleep, but, any\,vCl)', T work .... ahollt .... T don't know.
I-Io\v many I work ka no (1 wonder)? all, Inaybc one, two years, T guess.
AJld then, here, 'mld-go to t,here; a.!1d go to other side or certain
place, yeah. All, they going send me out. And then, so. '...
bumhyc', we go insid.e backfield again. And then, I going to get
therrulte. IJ]ow, eh, all insid.e there.

l-IN: Oh, ,you used to plow with l1Rlles?

NK': YeaI1, Hlllles ...

lIN: ()h.

NK: Big' nlll]e, YOll kllOW. And then ....

I-IN: What was you'r !Jay for doing that? TIlat 's real hard work.

NK: VC~lh, that OIle\, r think, littlc hit rnorc Tnoney. T think $1..50
or $1 . .t;g or sOJJIC'whcrc arOll1ll1 there, an'yway, T don't know exactly.
But :ll1y\vay" little hit JllOrC llloney, sec. 'As \vllY Tne go inside tl~ere.

~Ve 1i. kc nl0ney, becallse arlything 1 j ttlc lyi.t higher, ten CCTlts higher,
we going to go inside there, sec. Bllt hard work. "Just cia kiJld tiTne,
all Portagces, eh, mi 11 workers. And Japanec, arnaEi <2!'.?11~kttatO (And
J'CfIJanese, there wererl' t too many) .Arld so., any kind we rna e, lIt ...

l·IN: I-low was that job?

NK: ()h,.r like that ki11d of job. Bllt OTIC time TfLl]l d.own from the mule,
ell, clnd then, half-lnake a]-ready, so we don.'t know nothing. All, I
think, knock out, already. So they say, "Eh, Koga l)oy going pass
~J\Alay today though. f think no conIC lJack." Bccausc-·--hey! Evcryhod'y
stay TllY hOlISO. ()h, funny. I 'looking. Oh, plcnty guys. (lId IllClll

/\ikanc stay, eh. I thought, "l~h, how come. L)oshitanka (What l1apT-)cned)?'
"()h, ..S?_~i~t_(~, O~~~!_~ ()h, he's up, he's IIp) !" hc-~suy:--rTAll, ;ikj.!~9·, ilci ~~.
(Oh, he's aJivc, he's alive)!" '1'he old ln~ln. You kno\v, live shita
(r' lived), you kn.o\Al, no make yet, you sec. Chee, 1 do-n't know-:-----~

Long tiTHe, T tllink, about t\vO, tllree hours, T tlrink, :r sleep up,.
r tlyj nk. But ....

HN : 'fi red, tllat 's Wll)l.

NK: No. F<Jll down, eh. And theri, ~~.!2. over here hit. rIl1e mule ga, ju.st
you know, one side .... nanika (what you might ca11 it). Ana Chain ni
k(]ka .... kiltSll go kakatte hodc, one side a11 fall dO'Aln Cl'he JTIlllc's ·chajJ1
W{]s'--stllck-'to--nly--shoes~- r-10d"ake, Inc no at'ama, shitano h6 11i tSllitc
crhereforc, Iny head. touched the ground.;- i.e. waS-dragged"): Ho.~~~ kar~,
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the stable made crhCll, until the stables), the mule \\lent, see.
rI~11at t iUle, in(~~--'-l don't know I10thing. But everybody ga ki tekara me
wo kokuCl shi tan yo (But everybody came a11d helped mer:- .Hemo shi te
Cfake--Jl1e- off}-.-- Then Inc, only. over J1ere to someplace else-;! t11ink.
Kegashita dakeyo (I OIlly got hurt). Nani rno nai (NothiJ1g else).
Sodcino~-rne, eh, atama wa bonbon uttekara-mOdotIakekokode knock
ollT"Ilcitte shimotta TBccause I came -homea.fter· I had 11i-1= my head,
T knockccTollfhBre). l'hen, me ~hiIa~ n.o. yo (was llnconscious)
Jittlc tv11ile. Becallse T look the shoes,.110o bo)r! All broken down.,
eh. ()ne:1 eg _~~}i~!~!, (Wi th one] cg), hold stay.

I-IN: 'fha.t kind tiIHe, what? 1'}1CY had accident pIarl or anything?

NK: No morc. No more nothing.

HN: Nothirig?

NK: No morc nothi11g,- that kind time. Only you going doctor. Pa~ cllrcady.

f-IN : Doctor, fl'ee? 'They pay for the d,octor?

NK: ()hycah.' Doctor free, yeah. Doctor Wood, you know, il1110ga ~tta, Wood
Crhere was a doctorhy the name of Wood). That glly horse doct-or,
that gu'y. lIe dOll' t know nothing. (Laugh.s) Horse d.octoY dake
(BeCGlllSC l1c' s a. horse doctor), not regular doctor, see. I)~(ThllS)....
all)' kind, just like us hOT~~e, all saIne, you know. rrhey go treat
us. Any kind. Warukatta (It \vClS bad). rrhey gOil1g Cllt 'em off a.nd.
then bandag'c on top -:--pllt. the rnedicj ne, pau. "Eh, go home. Sick! "
Like that"sec. --

Allwe. Oh, tJ1at kil1d time, all say notJling. 'As WIlY, Waiallla people,
plenty missing, because tIle doctor stay. They no care a110ut t}1at, 'as
why koclomoga (cflildren), )TOU know, baby ga tunarete (even if babies
are bOYJl);-tllcy goingreport to tIle Doctor Wood. Doctor ~ lVood, he no
going put' enl down. 'roo mllch tiJne, plenty case tIlere, get come out.
After :1 ong .tinic, 'as WIlY, \ve report for the DoctOT Wood. And
pl antation, so, \\lC no worT'Y. rrhat tilne, old man dakara (1'11at
tiTne, becallsc thC)l arc olel JTIcn) , they don't know notbing abollt cia
kind, eh. 'As \dlY, sonlct.inlc Japan l1i, me no kodomoga wnareta,
rCIJDrt suru, ell Cfhat.' s \vhy SOInct.inlc-r would:' rCIJort r11y- chIld's
birth t()--~Ta!)(ln). And then koch i nilno (over here) reI)ort surll.
J--Ioda kc (T'hen) rCI)ort for thc-···TlOSI)lfii[. l)octor l\food, he no wallt to
ta.ke-care. r'Ie stay forget. 'As \vhy, koko de umarctCJno crhat' s why

,although tll(."Y were borl1 here), allborllW~·i·8Tu3-un(I-t.11cyget 110 more ....
da kind .... nai no ·yo. 110 ( •••• there isn't an·ythil1g). Proof ga,now,
no niC)1:C, sc~- T]\S-W]ly-p.1CTlty guys, hard tiITle, you kll0W. Even thollgh
In)' brother, too. IJa ~ind time dClt~ (It was that kind of time)
clll)rho\v, not 1ike not\!.

HN: What about sick leave? They gave you sick leave ...

NK: No Illorc 'sic'k lcav-c! YOll pau alrea.dy. YOll no going work, no more.
I~vcn ten CClltS. Nepay, 110 Illore nothing. Sick leave, only give you
the ITlcdicil1C and then jllst ask you, 'as all. Then policeman come
around, you know.
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f-IN: COITle check up on yOll?

NK: Check up, yeal1. "Ell, 110w caIne? Your Inall, today', how conle today?
Sick?" "Yeah. Ell, my father sick." "Oh, let me see your paper."
A Portagee guy c.ame around, eh. And he said ...

I-IN: Plantatiotl IJolice?

NK: Pl(lnt~ltion pol-ice. So they going check UTJ, you sec. "No JTIare p3per?
Godd(lln! You ~_~~~.J~~~_. YOll Elltl !~~nl?y~_!''' lIe go tell likc that, sec.

(I-lI'~ 1aug}ls)

NK: 'At~ s WhY'Y01I have to go doctor office, 311d theJl, stoTnach sore
al1d head sore, or saneth,ing 1ike that. Alld. eve'n ;thougll head sore,
eh, just like, give 'em---he no going look. "Oh. Give 'eIn, this
guy', the nlcdicin;c." Just like aSlJirjll, all scune. "Give 'em
p'lcnty rnediciIle" and then pau. ()h, boy! Nothing. No more nothing,
da kiIld.

'Working hard, ~..Dakind tinle d.ake (Because it was ,that kind of t:ilne),
YOll krlOW, evell tllOugh kozllkaisen ne (spc'llding money), Sl)cnding
money, I thirl1<, 011e months, I think fi fty ce,nts. 1'he day we l)ough,t
s~nc soda water. I think, the time, five cents, I think, no.
One soda 1'\Tater, drillk. !--Ioo! Pi ve cents, yOll poho, yOll know, so
no drink. --

()rl]y that tiTne \VC can drink, cat, 'as New Year and. ,Japan rfenno.
Japan 110 enlpCYOr ga llmerata hi (1']18 birthday of ~Japal1's emperor).
rrwQ trine, aIle yeaG we ccmeat kamab'oko (fishcake) alld tJlcn soda water.
(Laughs) 'As da killd, YOllknow~-Somet.i.me,we ,make 'em lTIeat. Oh,
l)oy! Now days-~-boy-:-- altogetheT different, thOLlgh. I-Iard- time, though.
Tdon't know how nluch we SPClld OTl meat but meat demo (bllt even meat)

'not .like now days. Bamboo n~, eh, leaf nj_ .~Stlt~~~nd~ (Was wrapped
11J h~llnhoo ] caves). Soshite uttcarukiyotta, (-:hi nese ga koko ni
b~Jskct sagctc (rl'11(,11 tne--'cTl-iTICSC c~irrlC' - ar()l'J-j1cf here sc'] lTil-g-thcJTIln
h~lskcts)--~---'S()sh'ltc, order tottc ('l'h<.'11 they \vould t(.lkc OUY ordeys).
Next \,vcck, S()--l,l-illcTi-. 011, nl-iiyl)c~' one pound or two I)ound or somewhere
around there, al1d then they go bring O'Vel" there.

fIN: What nlost1y you llsed to cat, then?

NK: Well, nlostly .Japan stuff. Like y-j'ce. Al1d JTIiso shirlIe

NK: Yeah. ~liso shiru ane1 then some .... )'OU make O\vll gardcl1, eh. IJaikoll,
eh. Japan no daTkan (.Japanesc radish). AJ1d then .... \vhat kind?'
~I?pa (~Japane-se greerl -vegetable that's like spinacll), eh. 1'llat
vcgctublcs, eh. Nasubi (egg plant), egg p-Iant, and then, all kind,
you rnake hchincl Y~lrd;Sce, and then a'll nlost, that 0Tle cat. 'As
'right, eh. YOlI no call hlly now days da kind. Vegetables, YOlI got
to lTIake own. BC<.lIlSYOll got to make own~ld then YOll hav~. to buy
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ffil.S0 anc1 ShOytl and rice.

HN: What was your favorite dish, that time?

NK: Favorite dish? Once in a while we can eat the meat, eh. T11at' s
the 011e.

HN: lbat's the one?

NK: Yeah, 'as tIle one.

I-IN: What ahollt fis11 and eggs, like thn.t?

NK: 011, fis]1---egg, 110t too nluch, cia kind. Fish rna (Everl fisl1), not s'o
much. Fish,You go in downtheb"each, hook tJie fish. (Laug}1s)

fIN: Tha.t's the only time yOll can eat fish?

NK: Yeah. Sometinle t11row net and. thenconle hOJne;. and then make 'em
dry .. AIld. theIl, t.hat .Olle 'ga, kOllda salt 111 lretc, )'011 kl10\V, hard
11i shiteoite (And. thel1, tl1at 011~~put that -ill--satt" yOll know, Jnake
1t ha.I'd). Are 'ga bento no okazu na (That beCOTIleS a lllnc]1eon side-dish).·
Ma1~}_ni_, cllt--r-emo"ff, andth.en dry-"em up. Put the plent..y-,..-not
da kin:d btl)' kind salt, you know~ Seaweed kind salt. Hawaiian salt.
That" one wo ITlottekite, eh CBring that kind). Keep s11itoku (Keep: it) .
Soshi t.o ten.g'~:lrani i rete (1'hen Pllt it in a can). Arekara komoni
shiteka",~ra-rl11eTl Cllt it i-nto small }Jieces). SOsll'ite~- sore wo coo.k
'sul~i~-ne (Then we coo'k that). Sore ga bentoTIOokazu .('Thathecomes
a'-Iuncfieon , side-dish). Almost I]ke.-~-:-.Qf~·l-ik-e,eh~--mosttime we
eat fish, n.ot Inuch. And then meat not mue}l. Vegetables all most
eat. Sonlet ime tsukemono (pickled vegetables), eh. Takuan (Pickled
radish), like that. .

Bentoyutara. (If it's lunch), sOlnetime, wne (salty pllun) inside.
I~~~~" ·Rt( two, three is insicle. rrhat's a1]-.-"Ve eat 'em. ()h, they going
bl'illg the 'coffee or sornetlling l:ikc tJlat, eh. But t}lat kiTld time,
\\fc---soda water \vC.~~~l_ put 'eTn -jnsjd.e the tea, eh. (Chuckles)

I-W: Yeah.

NK: So .... \vas a work i11 the field eh, cIa 'kind tilne .... that lunchman
yiinC? .g~_ 01'1.1._ ~r~ ga carry shit~~:lru.-.So5hitekara, sonlctime, IJut
'em on tIle fi.eld no top no taka llC1ni ka ga attara, you k'now, stone
~10 uwe ~~, l<i. ~~;eh. t-Jl.ls-thaJ1g' ~hi to:.!~-.- ----.-

(So .... \v3S a ~voyk jn the field, ell, da kind tinlc .... there was a ll.lnch­
man. fic used to carry llIDch. Tllen somefime he put the lunches 011
the field's---there is something in the field, you know, on top of the stone or
t11c tree, eh. Jllst hanging.)

tIN: IJsed to 11ave lUl1chmall? What was ...

NK: Lllnch111cHl' bring lIB t}1C water·, you know.

HN: Oh, the guy· carried 'em up.
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NK: 'Yeall, \Vater. All TI10St tiTI1e \vater. 1'}lC guy lV.as jol), sec. Wa.ter alld
t11en lUllCll. 'They go bring 'em. So lve go make hoe l1ana like that,
allover tlley go, eh, and then tIley go take 'em--dcHI\Ti1-.-Way down the
other side, see. And then, about kokoraga lU11Cll ni naruyutoka, the
fielcl 110 way down the' other side, ni oite oru, eh-(And then when they
reacll just about this spot, it willbeJuncl1 time, and the lunch
is way dOlVTI on th.e other side of the fie1d). Sometilne', you know,
the ,lunch ga no, red ant, they go inside. 1100, you look, hoo l)oy, .
all the lunchtTake de oTI10ttekara yorokondeakeru (Hoo IJoy, yOll look,
hoo boy, when you -think abollt -tLlllCh, you open the 11111Cll so eagerl·y).
Min1, eh, red kiTld---ant ga lninna l1a.itoru (Then you see red killd---
~:- YP01 ~nf-c O"J-y'o "'1 '"'\IT,,::---4-L n r_ O_Q1'\) - 'yTO·U n'o can ea· t eh" 1.JOO boy(~"""''-'' L~' u..u. L-J a.~.~, ct.-l.V el LIIC TO • '. ., • 11, ,

god.daTI1, 110 can cl0 11othing! All kokoraga kabllrareru, eh (All this
got bi t!.e.n l)y ants). ~la koto g(~. three; :rour-7 tlTIle gurai £:.tt~ruyo

crhat kll1cl of tl1illg JlapI1enedThree, four tilnes). Yeall, plenty
gtIY~, ~~t.~.a. yo (Yeal1, that happened to a lot of guyrs).

Me 'ra wu TIlada, lucJ~)' Olle. My old marl no age 110 fella <1attagcl,
youkll()w,-hCillai.l\Q Ili "tott~ balJy yIO,' same thing-~ about t-VIO months-==
more than t"\lO rTIonths. Two mOllths j_y?Ilakattara, ·no can }~. Anyway,
three, fOllr mOllths kara,eh, hahy',}Vo 'hapai shitee Sosh,i te '- in
the·field, sec. Soshite small tent, yOll know. JlISt like 11mbrel.la
Jnita:i.. Anto na '\'0 cover s11iteoi te. Kibl 110 naka ni, yOti know, kibi
~!lei·-i2.~l.}i K~: ~~ri}--:- ch, (~nrton'9: J:i:ake.!;~ _ho K§:-;'are ~.Q·-ko-c.ovcr shi.te_ --~
_at_sl.~Di~: _yoshj t~~, baby nesllitQk~ de. Soshitc _kOlld~~, certa.in time
_~iit.<.!.:rQ, cj ihl!D.!10 _~hiellt no mash1- ._ni: maIna.&Q i1s!.~!!, see..S<?shi~~I~,
red ants Ji5~ _!!Lt!!I1cl _kutq~~!:!. Someti.TIle, ._~nna ko_to .El~ ~!_!~.~'. ~ol~!!:.~ni

sI1.t!:-~_~_~~I~~, TIle rC! .!!Q lJrother na~1s~ _~~ ~i!.!Q!_~~.~L~'§!Y2, _t~2!!!·.2!l ~t~~~
~1y nl0thcr .~~~!~i~ E~.I:iyott(~..kc .~b.lJ~52!2 _g.~ j~!_!~~__~~~ _~~.~hi ~Q sh~goto wo
~11io!!~.Q l~, Snl.itty nanka wa i!llna field..TIl. lTIotte j.kenakatta, but
.h9k~11o fella all most are _g,? at1~il. Oh, fifty gllyS, seventy guys ~,
you know, on.c gang .l@ hapai ko ...:~~!~ toJ<l, all JalJanese -Sil: all mo·st.
Al] Inost full of Japallee .s!~ ]<inq. Rilau j 01) _.sur~ fella, '~as Why
baby ._~ uma'retf? l<ilr~ son3n i .5 utCTI10, you no cc:rn res t so TIlue}l. ' As
WIlY got to carry .5.hi!.9, 11aby oi.!~q, hllsban.d 311d wife R~ one.

(NevC"rthelcS5, 1 ,vas the luck-y onc. A IJcyson of my father's age,
you know, carried a two TI10l1tll old baby on his/l1er back while
doing h3pai ko. If tIle bahy is t\vO months ,nla)7be you can't do that.
Anyway~-~fronl-t]lree, four nlonths old, the baby call be carried. on the
back. Then in the field, sec. rIlll'!l there's a small tCllt, you ·know ..
Tt's just like an uml)rella. You put tllat kj'nc1 of cover. You krlo,v-, the
\vhat ):ou might call it of th.c sllga r carle, on th(]t hurnt calle, they
.leave the baby so the baby. won't l)c hot. When j t CaTI1C to a certain
tiTHe, the gi 1'1 llsed to go there to brea~t~fced the bahy. l'here
arc so many red a11ts swar1ning tl1crc, biting the baby. Sometime,'
such a thing hapl)Cned. In that tvay, my brothers grew Ul). My
TIl0ther useel to make t6fu ~;oshe ha(1 a profession. StJ she didl1't
have to take us to tTl(~·tield.. STIli tty didn't have to go to the field,
but TIl0St of the fello\v's had to. Oh, when 0110 gang of fifty to sevent.y
gll)TS \v'orkcd to load the traiTl cars, .most or thCl)1 were ,-Jal)anes'e
~ecau~~e . th?y vlere the ones ·who d.lel those d.l rty Jobs. 1'hat f s WJ1Y everl
l~f you t!t1ve birtll to a. hahy, you cOl-IIdrl' t rest much. So you }lacl to
carry -tl,c baby, leave it becau$e the tlllsband and wife had to "\lork together
as one team.)
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HN: That was all contract, too.

NK: All contract, see. One---I think I remember one big load, eh, fifty
cents. That one train, train no one big load itte, hoo boy (What they
calle.d one big train load, hOObOy)! Arne ga fU"ffara (When it rained),
boy, you stiff, eh. Ippai naru .~~ (The rain filled up the cane box
cars). Nani wo hapai shite ikunoyo, see (You go and carry, see).
Kibi 11~ uwe 'ni agatte ,. ano .... stepladder wo (Get IIp on that sugar
cane train .... using stepladder). Sore ga kondo suberunoyo (The'
stepla(lder sometimes became slippery sojyou go taIldOWn~ Kibi
ippai ~akaete (While carrying anarrnful of sugar cane),'fall down from
the top . YOll watch out, you know, plenty guys inJure shita no ga
@u· (get injured). Sonnanishite, anyway, kodomo sodateta no yo ­
(Anyway,' we brougllt up our children in that way).-:--CFiOdO,myJames
yara, Smitty nankano toshi no fella wa hotondo plantatioll dattara.,
ashite kara, sodatete, I thInk, a smtelive shitoTII (Most people
the same age as my soris James ancl-Smi tty who lived -on plantations'
were brought up tha.t way). Hodake, l1ard, thisp11e (1'hat's why hard) .
I-Ionton.i ~ eraime Ili attayo (We llad a really hard time).

Doko ikuyutemo, plantation.no COl1tract ga aru (Even if you wanted to
go somewhere else, there waS-a p1alltation c'ontract), and then you
dOll't know w11ere to go. You get 110 more nothing to hang on ;.
Nal1imo nai ke (You had nothing), you know .... J1ard to go up from the
plantCltion,see.· And tllen strike kara kondara \Japanese guys ga,
all most time, good plclces like do\vntowl1 nanka minlla ga dete TAnd
then after the strike most of the Japaneseleft'to goto good p1.a~ces

like downt,oW11 .Honolulu).

HN: What happened dtlring that s tril<e wIlen everybod.y ...

NK: Ah,all lose already. Only Japanee nlake 'em strike, see. But that
time plantation ga minna yOlldayo (the plantation called· everyone ill).
(The' Japanese said,) "Japanee no like work wi th you," kara yu ke,
FililJino irete kara (Since the Japanese said, "The LJapaneseCIoll't want
to work, "tl1ey 'l.nvited the Filipinos in). Filipino shigotd sashita,
see (111ey let the Filipinos do the work, see). And sugar cane come
u.p. Filipino too much glad, eh. Oh, but Japanee no more chance.
I-Ie I.ike ""orl(, bllt he no like give 'em, 'as WIlY toto (at last)
six lTIonths ga yatta (passed), but broke yo. No more money, eh.
No can eat kind way. ~ -

HN: lVhat did you guys do?

NK: Snl~lll,' as why mad.a age ni natoran ke (I hac1n' t reached maturi ty) ,
I go IIp lVa}liawa-:Tlvorking.

HN: 0]1, t]lat' s. \v]len you work cO\~lboy.

NK: Yeah. Cowboy time. An.d then we have to pay so much. I think fifty
percent aT something like tllat. Got to pay for the union. Strike
was,. ell., And so kok~~, bl1t .... got go to,. eh. That kind time,.
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a.II young kids ga, you know, before you kata no rraisho Gakko, asoko
ga before no stri·ke no Waialua no main office:ni natta Cfaisho
Gakko became tIle heaGquarters otthe st-rike inWaialua) . Ako
de cook shitari, llanka shitari (People cooked 31ld also did other
daily IjV"iJlg activitiestl1cre). Soshite allover akora henni minna.
striker ga atsllmattotan (And that~where the strikers -assernbled).-
T'vill Bri dge kara, all olltside n i, no lTIOre plantation house) e'h (From
Twill Bridge on ,-"-trlere \vere no p:fantation houses). I No call go, stay .
inside there, 'as ~lY all outside ni, Haleiwa ni, itte soshite
aSQko J11ClC.i.C aruite kite, and lUllCll yara, supperyara, asOkOkara
moraiyo!tayol!]la-tT s why we rlad to walk there for 0111' supper and lunch).

Hode (So). yOUJlg kids wa; you got to peel the potato and rice cook,
alld ....yasai (vegeta111es)---go l>uy the yasai. All truck de kara,
itt.e arcraga drive narota 110 koro (That'S--wFlen some of them learned
tOdrlv:ca tTIlck). Me- ~yorlka OIle, two g~ys ga hotOIld.o ar~kiyota
(~1eand a couple of other gtlyS nlostlywalked)-.-' But-Orne, mada. YOlU1s

dattake (But I 'was still too young), T no more chance to~lve.

Sor~ lrlk("\lp Nihol1; I-n rra T-:1na1')C"\C'o rTn nl1 ~n,.,.r..f- .... , .... , ,.,. ...... - .. .: 1,-_- 1rr-- .... j
L __ c( c.. •. .:.. C•..:... ....L..... .J. .J' I.L ~, lJ O·fJ J P ...h")\.. l2c.l <.."1...Ll., 1 LV':' L., d.J n.) :-, llJKe .K.a~_,

plant'"3Tr'o11-Jlinlo dettcmo, bakarashi (\Vell, from that strike, most
of tIle ,Japanese thought it would be stupid to go back to the planta­
tion) . You know. SaIne amount YOll get. 1ney no going pay 'em.
"Ah, you striker, yOll," ittekara, plantation kara, kick 'em out, just
like, eh ("All, yOll striker, you," they would say, and would kick tIlE'
~JapaJ1CSC Gllt frorn' the plalltati on) . 'As why, all, nlorcbctter go
olltsjde. I-Ie go iJ1Side pineapple alldthell COJltrClcts him. All
downtown no 'h6 Jllinna deta (Everyolle wellt d.o\vntown). Hodake, plenty
lVaj aluc) kara-(ret'or~uyo,- downtO\vIl ni, plent.y gllYS stay (So ;-alot of
gu·ys 'vent do\vnf()\m--from Waiallla)~- 'As \Nhy J110, arekara, jibun.no.
OW11 jol), eh, jibun no business ni botsubotsu-old Tnanra ga haite"ita
Cfhc:l.t's \vhy everl--tlleold peo!)]e-we.ril:· into their own businesses).
IIodake, my fatl1cr demo, all same (Even m)' father was no exception).
Kondo···plantation kara detari jiht1l1 no oW.n jolJ, eh (011ce lle got alIt
of the p Itlntatj on-;-he llad to do-Irl"sown work) . Dake, any kiI1d, he
go makeyasaj ya shitari , contracting, sul)-contracting :'1 uketoI'i
(Then l1cdid all killds of work; raised vegetables, did contracting
'\lork, took SUb-CoIltracts). Jllst only dokasllite kara, Ina, kOtc
i tta\~~~eyo (C)ne way or anotllcr, t hey e~rned cnol.lgl1t~0 cat )-.-Hodake,
!]an:!Js-~. ~:.rainle !!_.~ oton.~ yo (So they suffered a great deal).

l~veryl)ody, Filipill0 and Jal1anec ga t.ogether 11attc 5h1 tara, alright,
blltFililJino folks atokara, SCCOI1(1 tinlC strike no- toki kara~ issho
datta. Bllt they dOll' t qu.it, see. And ,.J(]panee gllygaaJ 1 sucJ<er­
rlatte shimottayo. I-Iodake, Inorc he get nlac1. Littlcoit good money
yai1.1ll1·tara, Filipino a.l1 wallt to come hack. ~Japallee, yaru iutara,
"NO; no, no, no!" iutekara ik3n. Shigoto senke, Japanee rno nIKliffiaYete
~arC!.., Philippine nl !?atte shimbtta_-.---

(If the Filipinos arid Japanese had got. together 'and stnlck together,
. alright, but the Pilipinos didn't sta'y with the strike the se'cond time.
kld the Japanese guys ended up being suckers. So the Japanese got
even angri~r. When the p"Iantation said they \\Tould give a Ii ttlc
hi t morc IT10ney, the Fi.lipinos all wanted to corne back. However,
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the Japallese said, "No, no, no, no!" alld never \vCl1t back. 'fhe
J~lp~n~se didn't go back, didn.'t work., so they got hated., and the
Flllpll10S became the maj or plantation workers.)

HN: Union was pretty strong, then?

NK: Yeah. Now days, union, okay, but that time, ullion all same nothing.

(HN laughs)

NK: rrhen, no Jnore back up, nothing, you know. GIlly, own labor no money
1· "'1""'· '1 - 1 1-- 1 rTT -t -... ..

~~ ~l tt_l.e ult, 1.1 tt..le ul ttsU11ie.!~arete yattat1K~ lwe OIllY ~ccummU1.ated

our money Ii ttle by little througll our own labor). No ca,n. No call
do thu t 11luch. 'rokinikara, six TIlonthsTI10re, you know, strike )Tatta
to Olnou yo (1 tllillk the strike lasted six months longer). '[hat bfg
mOllc);':-'- Nobody going help. Even though Castle and Cooke wa no like,
but Matson. a.nd then ho~ano(ot}lers)all this rich fellow, eh, five
.guys. Nohod.y go- - -110t--five cents gOillg he1p. 'As Wll}T ,Japanee going
l' 1 rt'" ."t - ~ .. 1- .. k-mao, 'as wn)r. 0oreuenlo, one t.IYlng olJOetoYu. no W3, Jllst .le your

father nritayoll-l -.-:-:-: YOlIY fatl1er, gruJiCFfather mItayoni, son wo gakko
ni ikanll~ira-lke11, to yu koto (Even so, I rem.elnber one thing-; just­
-TTke ··yofirtathcr-.. ~your-Iather or g.rarldfather lJelicv'cd that our 5'0115

have to go to schoo1). Me ra gakko ni ikarerl dattal<ara kodomo
d.Glke c1CJll0 j iblln wakuwandenlo--nD'Iulfreat denlo-:-el1ll-- \vasTl't--ah1 e
tDgC)-'--t()-school 3S· -a-e}llNso even if T c1idn'fcat, T rnade sure TIIY

chj ldrcn \ventto school). Onlym.i so shiYO (]nd kOllk·on dcl<ara tabetottemo
gakko ni ikan.ya ikenY1Jtekara kod"onlo -noll~iil-na ma'!:1ora wo-gakKo ni 'Y~lre---­
-rB);:--·catTng-onJ.y i~f[~Q- sh-j IQand t}I(~ktes the·-~J~p(l.nese--s-(\nt--~j]T-t11eir"-'-

ch.i I (Ircn <JJld gra11dchi Idren to s(11001). 110clake hayakl.l i ttano \va .
honta yatt.a mono ,,,,a father wa, yOll know' lmders taridi.ng- ga--cre-kitOta
ll.ito-·"w·a~-·aTl~ly[g snot (And-those \vho h.ad fa"thers who COUld see in the
futur-c-~-' they became big shots). Even Baroll Goto, same thing.
Ariyoshi nanka wa mada wakai, l)ut yeah, anyway (George Ariyoshi
is still_ youn-g;-but ,yeah~nywa ..y) . Noda.

lIN: Noda, too?

NK: Yeah, Nod.a .... I-litoya Noda. Are. nankC!.. wa, you know, ~?_ old TIlan alrcndy,
lne YCl yori zuto old. Eighty something already~ rrhe guys nanka; all
you--1(no\v'~-kllroshitekara Ameri ca i tte llnivers j ty clctc, hoclck~lra'Kokoni

~i~aJ~~. ~~ltoni -big ni -!iatt.?Yll., bu"t-.--l!~ kj.!1d fell a R~i QXD(a'~_~~~~-
Japancc wa oru de. Zatto, 110. So~hitchokaninlo lninna ... you kno\-v,
iITI3 0'1 d 1110n-·11~itt.oru ,·Sllu1doru, s11uldc1 klryoj~l bfg' shot"\\~ahotondo

3nok?ro~!_ioya kara, ~?a ~\Ta"'EU\~_~Zlii~I'crcmo-E?(Joln~\\1°. school ni ya~tal~.

(Yeah, Noda .... Hitoya Nada. T'ho~c guys Cl.re old n~cn already, nluch
older than THe. Eighty sorneth i ng a 1Ycad.y . All those gllYS worked
hard, went .to Mainland and tIll ivcrsi ty, so they became big shots "\TheIl
they CcUllC back. 'I'herc a re peal)] elike that 31TIOng the Japal1ese. J

r[hose tvho are lI0\\' pass ing a\AJ(]Y grew up in those times WhC11 their
parents sent them to school eVel) though the parents SOllletimes ·.skipped
their nlca.~s.)
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f1odakc, koko datta )rou no Inore higl1 school, ell. T'he long tinle
~]iite-~a!a~'-koko ni. A11drew Cox School, you know, ~. dckita., see.
ArId theIl, are ga ()llly high school get two year datta IlC. And then
Leilehu.a one n~~.~ OIlly o~le high. selloo] get. ------

(Tl1en in this a'rea, YOll didn't have a 'high scllool. After a long time
Andre\", Cox sellool was cstabl ishecl here, sec. And tJlel1 t}lere \vere Oll:.ly
two years ill higll school. And then now t}lere is only one 11igll school,
Lej lchua.)

fIN: Go McK-i nley, huh?

NK': Yed}l. /\J!nlost tirne go McKill1ey..And live .dO\VlltOWJ1, see. 'As
why cost Inane}'. I-1odake, me ra demo, same thing (So I did jllst like
the others). Ivly son·-.-Firstson,-r go send to the d.owntOWJ1. !J6d6
·~liss:i()n, he go stay. And ImcillRlra l'lall, he go stay. But he no go
grtl(luatc. Anton,i Ilattorll, a]'1 CI'hat's 110\v it is). JIodakc, SOTI1C man,
lucky Fel] ow-wa , . ali-igllt(SOTIle lllCky people are a1 rj gh-t) . --But
poor fc"l1a wa-Itsumade dCIno me ra mi tai rna poor l1,attOYll (Bilt some poor
fe110ws 1j ke -TIle h~vea.lways' been-poor). Hodake (So) fifty year
you st~JY ov"er here, you 110 can SlJc3k good EJlg11sh. You .no can
und'erstand good english. Il1at's 'why all same dllml). Yeatl? T}lis
one dUlnh, al"1 s anlC. ~1e 110 JT10re t i IHeto s tlldy . rf .I 1 j kc go scllool,
bl.lt they say, "No can. Because how 'you ga school ittara. (Because h,o\\1
are y,OlJ going to school)? Wl1at 'you going-to do?" ----ffJrf-'--least aIle
year dcnlo ikekaslritekureru (At least let me go to schqol for just
one y·(~"£]l":T."~N()"can. "l)ne year, hO\\I we going to cat?" they say.
'i\swhy no can do llothing. l'Iol'ec1ake (So), got to wo rl< ,'work , work,
work II J get l)lenty brothers', SO~·-·..~--:-work sena shoganai (tllere is,
no other way but to work) . Go kokl.l:J. 'Mytat]ler--ga~'-'yowai (tv1y father
was weak'"). fIe all time s:ick in-fllc--hospital, and-llegOCfrink.
Stornach sore, he no can go.

(I-IN 1aughs ")

NK: tvly ITlclIll<) and papa c'ver'ytinlC fig}lt. "1~J1, Ino]owa bakl\ari, sake bakkari
nonlU kc (E11, you lazy fool, you driIlk sake allt1if:~Ilne}-:-,TfThis a.T1Q
-EJIat, -this 311cl that,ch. Fight togeth(~~Oh., I no like see all time,
eh. Fatheranu 111:JIna going fight" ()h, but DIy father go:ing get sore
stoJnach, but the wife g·a gadagad.a iutara (ye'J Is at hinl) , nlore 11e
li'ke dr.ink. More sorccoTIlcT--'-- -------

(lIN laughs)

NK: lIe no going work, so I got to work, I,ike that, see.

I-IN: So \\Then diel )'Oll fillally go to sclloo1 and get YOllY ci tizells11ip?

NK: Oh, that on'e I don't knolv exact]y thougll. '55 k~no, '52· datta ka
(Was it 'S5 o"r '52)? Shira.n (I don't know).

HN: Oh, that was after the lVar then.

NK: Oh" yeah..After the War.
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HN: So what happclled when th.ey had War, you being 0118 a] ien? They
never come .and take you to camp ·or something like that?

NK: Yeah. Tlleycall me tllree time.

HN: YOll llever go?

NK: Never go, because I get lllCky.

lIN: liow Y01I did that?:

NK: T get the pineapf)lc, eh contract" Before, 'YOlI kno"'J, ov·er theore get
Halei\va no, and tllen Opaeula, and then .... a1 together 1 ell, pineapple
110 before, ITIeSS hall, you know. Single nlan no mess hall, right .....
are ga se·ven lea, eight ka nine yattallo (there-were seven ~ eight,
nIilel-:- I take'ern all,"see. AncTt}len I get contract with the .
I-Iawaiian Pine, 50 .... 1 have to hllstle tJlat v{~getable.. You kllOW.

Nobody 1ike, I tlTink, see. So f-la.\·Jaiian Pine, one boy come tell rne.
vVho tl-lat gU)T was? l'he you1lg guy that the one he tn.lst TIle so muell.
So ~ "Eh, Koga. you ko shi te kara, TIleSS hall ni i retekurenka" iuke
(So, "J~h, Koga, why-CIon't·yoUDring pineappleaM vegetables to the
mess ha] 1," he said). Becallse mess hall .dattara, T know that
SchofjeJd d.ekara, you kno\v, how they going to-use 'enl, eh (Because
it \vas the---mess--ha.Jl at Schofield, I know how they \\Tere going to lIse
thcln"). So, "()ka)', T go·ing," yOll kno\vlI "Bllt salllp]e .. rrl1is much prices
on, and thefl so much perCcl1t, eh, yOll better give' me. " Tuno koto
de (After saying this), T go find and th.en get half-ton truc]<---fuTr
of that ·yas.ai (vegetable), eh. Sorcwo (1'he11), started from that
Brad.i e. .oSroaie kara haj imete (St~i--i~ted from Brodie's). Toto, one
w1101e day· kakkatel<ara Robinson Inade itte (Fi11ally, it took -a- whole
day to gotint:fl--·-tne-I~ol)inson's)-:--··-Orlew(~ek 11i tllree times iki.yotta, you. see.
(One weekI went three times, you see) ,. Sana de.1iver day alld then
other day dattal~a, I have to IJuy 'em came-(lf it was that delivery
Jay and anotne-l::--CIay, I have to huy the vegetables). llead cablJage,'
] ettuce, tomato, and then I have to filld cia kind, eh. So they like
take 'enl alIt, but hard. fin.d, no call, because "Eh, Koga hipllattara.
(Eh" if Koga can get the shIff it's good)." One ''leek no ca.n-o-ecause
too InerTlY mell ga, you know, and. the mess halJ ga close 11aruyo (and tIle
mess hall wasclosed) . --

f-Iodakc, that time Filipino plCl1ty, so Filipino stllff rna me kate kara
('So because the Filipinos had a· lot .of vegetables, I oollght-the-ir stu.ff,
too). I go .inside, see. IJod3kc (So) they like pu1:1 'enl olIt, bllt
the l-hnvcliian Pille, he say,"'1)-f(~-~lsc, Koga dakc yarattekure (Please,
give t])clt job only to Koga)." Me ga nansuIllk·c jLu1a.kot-c)yatta (T djd
that kj nd of thfng). f1okara, lnada-oru );0- kako O'hen tTHo."'\' lnan "Tho's
sti 11 here). ~'1iclkiff.- Arc -to hokara shillda, l-Iawai i Bank 110 Anclersol1
(lfe·~and the· mall \vho died--:-Anderson-of °Hawaii Bank). Anderson, eh? lVas
before 110 0] d maTl.

HN: 1'hat was when you had YOllr vegetable peddling business, then?

NK: Yeah. rrhat '.ki11d time, that time. l\okut! ~Llit3~YQ (They heJpcd me).·
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So 'as why I \vent 1939, T went ,Chi113, before the War. Alld theIl I
look-jng (111 over the t'v1anchll1~io and t.hen up that Chilla~ And then
Nanking, Cll1d th('n S11anghai' kcrra me 111orottekita ,see (And then Ntlnking,
and then from Shanghai I, brough-t back fhi~gs). One wIlole mOl1t11

T st,ay over there. So that.. one w~, he like put 'em. Because me spy,
YOll see.

(tIN lallghs)

NK: But he say, "No spy." f-Ie say, "No. Koga jyanai (It's not Koga).
Chigau feJlow (It's another fellow)~" }lC say. ~1e itta, passports
nlo--i1arl'j Ina, ITIC Inottoran, see (1 didll't have passports--or allYthing \Alith
lne,- see)-:- But l-wentJapaIl, aIld then I goirlg to go ove"r there, see.
But he say, "Iktlna, you (Don't go)." No. ,"Ikanakatta , no. I no
go'," iu dakc TE;oll1e1)ody told TIle too sGty, "1 dj dflitgo to-China").
"EVCll'--rr---r-'c-an, I no go.'" "How you know the Chil1a story then'?"
"011 , T st ltd)T [rOTTI the ... "

Jl~J: Book. ('laughs)

NK: ... hook. They told me, you know. One guy told me, 'as why, "1
stucly in ,the Nagasa,ki I-Jotel. I go stud'y inside there. Alld whole
lnonth I go study. ()ver and ov'cr." And the!} he to]d TIle, sec. So
h(HV, ~ce? "You goi ng help TIle too llluch." But I send the mOTley

Shanghai and pay 1ierItsin. 1\\1'0 ~placc I selld, 'em. rrhat tj Ine, 1939,
I~)40, 'I th-inkwas. T 'like go one IJl()re toin1e. 'Ano TI10nC)( de (Wjth that
TIlone)'):, I like IT1akc 'em sanehow, hut ... that Jl1on'cy, City -ii-lid COlInt)'

no lV~)i:)lua boss yo. Are ga me ni yo shite K1.1reta (l'le did a Jot of
g()od for me). -,---- -----.- -_. -,-,- -- ---- ------

(I-L~ laughs')

NK: And then one tinlC he cornc. 1--1e came lny 110USC, eh, and then, "Koga, you
corne inside." "\Vh}'?" "Very,in11Jortant. No carl say allY inorc, yOll sec.,
()r \vhat kiTld. ()h, yOll th:is and t}lat~ this and th(1t~" So Mr. Midkjff
corTle j ns ide and then Mr. Anderson come inside. Nanka, anyway,
before r~~ E!~!~.i. ~.bj~!.!idYO, _~J~~ (We] "I , anyway, that-glly-"\~ho dj ed al ready) .
lfalel\va !]_~. ~S_~kS~ (fla]ciwa l)oy) · £\_!~~..ga19~bi .. !1_C2 ..:C~~,~.~!l. bank ('rhat
was the old haTlk on this side'). Close 'elll UP. vou kno\". door. All!
And then Tne and Arlclerson hodek(Jr~l (and then) MidkiFf. ~1idki:fF TIulda
~~_!2:~_,_. (Mj dki ff is still aroiirl(])-~---~--'Are ga th rcc guys dekara Cfhree ­
guys together), just like ,thi.~, yOll--kllo\v. All SU['l"fta--'(SClt");,

"Koga " knJ)o p~)I)cr WO, }rOl) hu rn su rlJll~.l r~J, \ve go ing hel p YOlt (Kogel,
if yOll h~'i-i:ii this IJap'crwe wi 11 Fl(~"I-p·-·);l)ii). 1\11 S~llnc he II) ~1111! (All of
us \v i "1 1 he] p you"). But i r yOll no 1ike hurn 'eln, if you glly con1C,
check up this one., \ve no can stol) 'C111." You sec. I-Iodake (So then),
,"\Vhat you going do?" '1\s the six hundred clo'I1ars, yOlTK~jl0W. Oh,
the hig TTIOI1CY, chI "()h, )trOll FeJ low want to go Ma.illland or yOll }jke
lIS stay over here? (lh, hut if you get p.incapplc---I kl10W the [)ole
Pineapple you get COlltract with those guys, hut you no can do 'em.
We no C~Hl stoop 'CTTl. 'I'his kind ga attara (T[ you helve this kind) ..
Proof ,g~l clct~]ra (If the 1)1~oof cOllll'·s-ou-fT. yOll 110 can do nothi ng, '(lS

why . ~forc'-'l)ctfer .)TOll burll 'enl, Koga. 1\1l, rnoney, now days, nothing,
so 1110rc hcttcr. War Jake, you get so rrlcU1Y rnoney, you have' nothi.ng,
YOl! scc. More bette i-hllrn 'cln, Koga. " "Okay." (1) say ,"Okay ~
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I going burn 'ern." I-Ie said he going ·burn 'enl, two papers. ~1atch.

And then iY1iclkiff.going away. l'hat one, "Okay, eh,Koga, you can
stay here, Waia Ilia ·bcccluse you call COlltinlle the l)ineapple." Alld
I)jneapple no hoka nlO kokua S11itott~1 but· he J10 call (Al1d I stayed and
helped with-tl1ei1iJle-appr(~-':-bliThe c-ouldn.'t I) rove) .... p·roof ga attara,
me ga Chind 11.i itta proof ga attara, they say thc'y going (. -:-:-.ITJJle.re
\vas---proof of-me-going to China, fil(~)7 say they are gal ng) .... Sllre
enoug11., kOllCl}T("ltSl1 spy OD10tc ( .... sure enough they thin'k this guy is
(1 s.P),). -He Ijke put 'em~Y-eah. But ~red<-?k~!~_ (sillce then), all pau,
already.

lIN: ~11at did yOll go eh.ina for?

NK: Oh, just r like lookillg. \JllSt like T looking for ~_Ok_<?!10 COll.Sll]
General no paper rnorotte (I just wCJntcd to "look since T received
a pass (rO];l the ConSUT-Ceneral l1ero.). And then we get some connection
,o'vcr t.here., 'as \~hy. Go rlU1 311 over. Nice place! First time I look.
But after that, hoo! Pilau place! J dOll't want. to go tllere ·any more,'
)lOU sec, hut that killd-tjrllc ,\.Japdn war, you know, IJa!)an soldiers stay
'j n Chi.na, ell. Mada war gao aruyo, korc Cfhe war 'was still going on
there). lJodake-~-~(iredekara,TIK~-gahikaren datta (So. I wasn't takCJlu\\ray) . --_...__.- ----.-~~_.- - - ----.-- .._-_...-

]'hird tillle, she S~lY:, "Ah, today is the last day, sO.more bet.ter YOll

Illakc r(,~lcly." So T make 'enl all \-\TUrnl kind., e11. And overcoat, cHld
~~vcatcr, and jac]<ct, and every tIling, all. Going. And ... "Ah, ky6d.e,
ha Jnodorand~ro de,"iota (And ... "/\11, aftcr today he prol)a11]y WOll T t
-r·(~turrl~f'sl)lllcT)olry- salct"f: Bllt kochillO h6 kara ('But from this side),
)TOU know, those glly go ta1k to--'tli'e l';-:st-;-' as-why T get luck"y.
Sanohi, puu dattayo (rIllat day it \,yas over). I'm a 0118, anyway, lucky
g-lly. -·-Hlrfone·ff~irig' 1 get tIle pineapple, 110. Vegetabl es, ell.
Contract shi ttota, sec (1 was doing cont.·ract, see). 'A~, WJ1Y they giv'e'
Tnc gaso Iinc -'pTCll-f-y, and t.hCl1 t.hey give me ... ~ .nanj (wh(]t~ yOll moi ght
cal"! .it). "Any kind trouble ga attara, call se-nryou have allY
kind 0 r t re)uble, call us)." So' Igo-·rIlg call 'Cln IIp. BLunlJyc, cV'crylJod'y
going jealous and then, "I-low come Koga get plenty gasol~inc:n arId
th.is (lnd thut, yOll know.

('...IN "I aughs)

NK: No, they going stolJ 'em (givj ng gaso1 inc) . I\nd then come get the big
truck \\:j th the, yOll know, hapa i. ~1c no tokoro ITIade (From my place),
J st~IY I C~IV(, 'elll the 511'i Inanlt1{oCalnp h'crorc-~---7\l1lf-tTiey coming fiv'c
ton truck dckarCl yo yasai torj k.iyota Cfhcy caIne to get the vegetable
\v i th ~J r i vc'-fon--truckY:-ITo(fc.'JllO OflT-Y--Just Castle Ranch to Kah.uku
k~]ra, \V~li(Jlua, ~-Ialci\va, c]IT--ov-cr t.he place hustle shite (TIlen from
C~~i-sf]l' Hanch to Kalluku, Wajalu:-J, lIaleiwa, allover the place I
hustled) tOTllato, head cabbage, lettuce (to) anyo·nc they order, sec.
AJ1d then T 11lake ready. SCI' as lvhy T lucky .. Me, no can plt"11 THe out
because lIle ga ittar3, )'asai, nobody,goirlg hire that one (1 couldn't
be stopped Ti-oln IJick-ing -up-vegetables because I was the only one ",Tho
knc\.v the people). Well, SOTllChody making, but they don't kno\v how, eh.
'{'hey don't know where to go, allyway, and th.en they don't know the
person .hc<':-Cluse I kJ10W a:ll the cook guys. I know, ell, Filipino,
.Japanee, all. 'As why "You ga kit~ kureta, good,. eh (Yo~ come and
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do it, good, eh)." 'l'llis.ancl that, this and that, eh. 'As why
kaukau demo, you Krl0W, ).lU1C11 denlo, all akodekara tabeotta'ya Cl'hat' s
why from thel1 on I was eating food alld ll.lnch)-.-Hod.ake one thil1g
ikaren datta no wa yokatta. to omou (Therefore, Ithink it was good
thatI didn'-tgor ------

I'ln poor but I get lucky . My wife demo, she get so rTluch worry and
t'hell. "rroday is the last day. rrodayl's the last day." No can
come l)(]ck c.ln)T Illorc, thcythink, sec. But I come back. Lucky.
SOrekd~(]_, Ina, war gC!. su~de ka ra (1nel1 after the lVar was over).,·..

END OF SIDE ONE
,STDE TWO

f-IN: I-low DlllCh you gross, again?

NK: I think three thollsal1d .... almost thrcethousand five hW1dr'ed, I t11ink.
Almost one mOllth,' sec.' Oh, T don't know exa.ctly, but ....

f1T'-~: One illonth?

NK: One lTIOllt11;

l·IN: Schofie]cl?

NK: Ycal1, Schofield. So busy. Because blly from tIle downtoW11 and the
vegetable and fruits aI1d eggs and. theI1 .... Cal.ifoTnia kind stuff,
cver-yth:ing, a1:I lJanana, papayas, all l1citai 110 (so1eLicrs), )lOU knolv,
Arnl)t lllCSS hall. 1 get lllenty so certaiI1IJ1.ace, hqnclrcd I-)Olln.d bal~al1as.

rrwo hllndrcd, pOllnd papayas. Ilospi tal, 1ike that, eh. All, I make
it pretty good, thougll. Flos11ital alone, I t11.illk, I sell 'em one
rnonth, f'ive 'hllndred or six hlllldred dollars. Every month.

One sergeant going trea.t Inc nice, see. He like me, you know. Was
a haole guy, but old man dattara (but l1e was an old man). I-Ie like
nle-,'3S why he going lJlly -froJl1ffie-, 'as \\lhy , sec. T Jllakevc'ry good.
And pay good., IJ1.lt only 011e year, pay good. After that General
Smith juhito (After that a TIlcU1 called Ccncral Snl.ith), "()nc mon~h's

time,. 011]y-:-- I gjveyo~u one month's tiJTIc. You no can go ;:Jny.Jnore
da kine! \vholesale.", So what 1 going do? Bid. A]] h'id, so you have
to cOIllC" dowrr and then provost marshall. And certain t iIJlC, you got
to bid. "FIolv I going bid?" "()h, \",c buy frOlTI the cheapest TIlarket,
so an'ybody, do\vntO\VIl guys, all COIlle inside." ~/fc and KenlOO Farnl and
Pearl C:ity no Asada (and .l\~:)c1a,!'fro,n Pe~lrl City) thosc gllYS. A11c1
Abe. ~Vahia\va ni ota (In Wahiawa). ~rC11!E1Q all -ITI.D].11a bid ~_hita

(rrhosc pcoplc.-:-~.we ~11 h:i.J). Only· fe,,,, stop, T go in. But Chl1l1
I-loon COJllC il1side. CIll-Ul tloon Jnake '.em cheal). And tllen they going
give 'eln Olle Chevrolet, new cay.

(f-fN laughs)

NK: 'As r'ight, you kll0\v. One provost Inarshall, ColoTlel told me. "1311,
Koga, Chull'l-Ioon want to gi ve 'eni general one brand new Chevrolet, '.
you know. So WIlY don't you give 'eni. I go'ing give you chance, you
see." ()h, that time on.Iy nine hllndred sOTIlethjng dollars, you know,
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one .brand nc\,y Cllevrolet, see. (-loa, I like nine hllllJred dollars,
but \ve no more .money , that lnllch. But· \\le se1] three t}lousand something,
bllt \tve have to pay 11ack, see. And boys stay about ·seven guys I got
topay the wages. Ah,. we no more that much. We no c.an give 'em,
ljke that. .

"You sure if I gOiJlg.givc 'enl (the car), yOl.l sure ·YOll going gjve
'enl·(thc busil1ess) all?"~ "Mayl)8," he say. "Not all, but Cl1lln Hoon
to rila)rbc half and half (Not all, hut you and Cl1l1nHoon }Jalf and half)."
"Well, Chun ~{oon make 'eIn half and a half, lnaybe that glly gOillg give
'em one more car, what! lVhat you going do?" I tell' em, see.
"lAJell, Ja kine! tinlC, you lose." ~Vell, da kind gamble, 1110 like.
I no cOli-huy [ll1y\vays. So I lose, all 105e--.-lVell, 110 call do nothing.
'Wllat yOll going do 110\v?" "1 going reta:i1 'enl." So T go retail.
All the quarters ~tay. Ann)T llQ (luartcrs . .I-Iodakc, T think t\"1O
year gQ!~~Li. yok~ta, but atokara, a 11 lnost rctai 1 vegetable J)ccldler
Dunka (So I think' for almost t\~O year~ business was good, but after
that T d'id mostly reta:i1 vegetable ped.dljng) ...

lIN: '{'hat \~as your Ur)l)cr post?

NK: lJPl-1C r post. 'lcry good, but jllst like inside post. Every month
general inspection come round, you got to c.1ean 'eIn up!

floo! nverythillg they goirig look. Tf no gOiIlg cleaI1, you kick 'em
Ollt, ~ec, that tilne. So 0111y that one &~_ hard, but after a \vhi Ie,
that okay. Pretty good.. And then a fter that, after one year, they
told JllC, "()ne rnorc lTIonth's timc, you hav'c to get out fronl the I)ost,
because this is the nlartia 1 order. AneI General order," 11e said.,
Hodake .(So) , njrlcteen thirty .... '28? '28 .~jJ (or) '29, no .... anyho\,y,
()ctohc-r 30. 'As the last d.ay I, stay over there. So 'everything, all
stay there. Showcase., icebox, scale anel everything. Scale wa me
}nottc_ .!!~~tl.Qtt~L (1 tlrink I brought the scale back). Anyholv, hoo,
everythi ng, a 1] ... It ·you kl10W, yOll no can. do nothil1g. llIl1y one 'lnonth' 5
tiITIC. r order that California. Eggs and then .... fruits, every
boat, see. ·And hoo, chee, general like come in, T got to rllll up
there and I like stop 'em, that eggs. So Jnany hundred eggs, sec.
And then .... bllt, hoo! ,Just ·for yesterday load shi.ta_ (rrJ1CY had. just
] oa ded t hc boat the da.)! hefore)" No can cancc"]. Got to COlne back.
] got out here ar1d go get the eggs. So rnany clOZCIl case, eh. I get
that tjlllC. little bit big car, sce,hig tTlICk. Full. I-loa, boy!
T no can so.11. Frllit, even thc tonlato, c(]l1.ta'IouIJC, honeydew, every­
tIring, ~111 Ill)! house. Kusaretashita atq (C;ot rotten). Whole thi·ng!
No·can sell too 11ll1Ch, sec. No C~lll do nothing. After that, we goin~~

cancel 'enl LqJ, hllt boat on top there al ready, no can do nothing, eh.

Not 1 i kc no\"1 day~, yOll kllO\v. 1-100, before boat, ·50 darnI1 long tirrle,
they take, ,eh. lloo boy. 'As right (A1C time go down l1att~~ (One
time T took a l1i.g loss). So then even T no can do anything. Ah,
no can do notJl'ing. Gcner~lJ order, \,vC no can SclY 110thing. I got to
go so rnany t·iIl1C provost marshall. But he say, "Oh, General orders,"
he no c~n .do nothing.

liN: rrJ1CY kicked alIt all the Japanese all the post?
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NK: 011, yeah. All the Japanese all th.e post. And tJ1en, next year,
me ,va inside tJ1e post, see -(ArId theI1, next year, I was inside
thepast) .. And then, but Leilehua fella little bit outsid.e the post.
And tI1Cl1 Japanee caJnp over there. Are g .Kllnihisa (l'ha.twas KWlihisa).
And~Vada. Build.ing there, eh. And those guys rna all dashita., plenty
poho crIlose gtlYS were put out, too, ,v-ith a bigloss).

Was just ] ike .... ima no Celli do nothing, I ike that, but GeneTal o'rder
jutara, you no cando nothing, you krlow (Wa.s just like .... I10W )TOU call't
(J()anything 1 ike that, but if you said General order, you can't
do anything, yOll know). Just General say this way, al]pau already.
No call do. Even tll0Ugll you' no can see the gover'noy, yOll no can see
the ma·yaY. All same nothing. Schofield, a 11, the general, l1e
COllt'rol, see. 'As WIlY, all, e'verybody gOillg out. And so long ....
Chinese, not, )Teah, you know.

I·IN: Not Chinese?

NK: f\Jot rl"j nnco ,!\s \vl1Y T mad. Godclarn!'-li.i.-L 1 1.,-.-,.J\...- • 1..

FIN: You shou.ld have hring in one Chinese partner then. (Laughs)

NK: Chinese partner dattaJ"'a (If it was Cl1inese partner), same old thing.
But part -ChiTIesc";1:oO-;-after two years, and they going get out. Yeah.
All JIlOSt t.ime and then they get out. Arc.yakcllnashino nattayo, I
think (They 11Ltt IIp a big S(lUawk abOl.lt tTi~it--;J·--t.llIT1-k)--.-· -'-f-Iod1ike, are wa
(that), I think, ,one, two year after. Bllt Ch-inese wa .. ~-~You know·~ -.
asokodc (o'v.er there) they no stay open' the bllsi.rless-:-·- rrhcy work to
mess Ii-iill. Or else barbershop. Anyway, goverrlme'nt no shigoto shiotta
see (Anyway, they were cloillg government work, see). -Laund'ry me~eh'~

like that. Lal.lndry man denIO rniI1na da.shi ta ka.ra (Eve],l the laundry men
were a11 kicked out). Same -thirtg-:- - No can d.o nothing.

But that time, ,arekara, me ra .1@0utside ~J~t~, Kamooloa ttte CBut
fronl that tjrne, \ve went outside to KaIIloo1oa). 'ImeJ... fl_Q tailor no tok_oro
(lVhere the tailor's place :is now). Before C11.inese ill! D'!Q.ttota,
house wo (Before, the Olincse o\vned the house"). Road YJ.Q ki2tG.....,
Cfhcy 11ol1ght the Toa<l). SO~)li tQ, TIleD.Q. ~QDQ_ first I)aynlcnt. ~ara.....
ai19 clown paylnent ~Q_ _?~kokonj, i-retakc, T get so CI<1TIlll hard time Crl1cn
that first 'payment .... that dOWIl paynlcnt for this place was so damn
hard to l)ay). You kI10W, so nluch hundrccl clollars, eh, )lOll got to
Pllt 'elll ill tIle first pa)TJnellt, eh. So I ha\TC to pay 1)8ck.

So I go look a 11 over the ATllcrj can Factor, Chun Hoon' sand .... then
all the lvho.lesal cr 11j ittc kara ( .... tllcnI werlt to all the ,vholesalcrs).
"'Please give TIle about oI1c-moTlth's t ilne, because of this and that, this
and that." So '~J(Qk~!_~_ ~lrt._~·pls!:!rc_ (P.lea.se give me your help)." Well,
sonlC guys say, "C)kay. I trust YOll." l.u.t_e_kJ:1f_e. k.a crhey said).
Some gU)TS, "No. YOlt got to pay. Last month no marc paper. Only
thirty clays }lo](a you no aCCOLu1t 110 more (YollT aCcolmt is only good
for thjyty days)." Got to }Jay back, eh. J-Iadake (So) I got to make
-.tanolllo~llj~. 'and any kiI1cl ,yay. ,Soshit~ (Then), you kll0W, pa,y back over
there. A.1Jnost the fel:I ow- - I think American factors, ka. 'fhose guys
gsLW.fJI~tfu~l~ nice Ill. ~hitQ!.!..c~; nice }li_ ~hj~Qktlreta~ crhosc gllYS
were nice; they treated me well). And tIlen .Chinese Au Yang, nice ni
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shiteku;~etq. (Au Yang tl~eated me well). '[he other aIle, hoo. TIley like
rn.ake 'em st raigl1t. 'As why humblIg. .~kot9 g.? .~tte. kar~_. kond9 me
peddler nattayo (Since that kind of thing happened, I became a
peddler). lo'to (Finally). f>eddler nannnae ni (Before I became
a peddler), I make little bit sub-contractin~' Qyaji-~papa!@ sale
itt~; ~rr~.!!Q. Js.okuQ shita, nanka shiotta. (My father would go to sell;
I would help him).

And the11 \vhe11 pi11capple field ni, I go illS ide . I go w'ork pinea·PIJle
field. But s~e, marriage ~llitato~i, chyodo_1929 ~ano.. (Bllt see, when
fmaTried, was exactly 1929, I think). Leilcllua ni itta (1 went to
Leilehlla). Marry. '~hite._ kit~ (After I got Jnarried). Scll0field. ni
(At ·Schofield). Not long ago~. I think one year l1i ottan. l<ano (I
think T stayed there one year) . A1ld then bust alIt :nattake. (And then
when I hecalne IJYoke), I go come hack to the f-Ialeiwa. Kama.loa.
And therl, ~re.kara peddler !Jatte (And t,hen after t'hat I became a
peddler). Nanjya., kanjya, slligoto shi ta yono (I worked at this and
that) . Any'l 'kin(G y'ou make;, --- --

HN: W~hat you was selling mostly, 11eddling?

NK: Oh, peddling, only yasai. Vegeta111e~.

HN: Oh, vegetable.

NK: All 1l10St.ly vegetable. So T lil<e keel} orl gOiTlg to 9a ~ind_ eggs .and
fYlli ts. Main] c)nd .,ka.ra~ Californj a kara, rnillTI_a t_Qriot_~lnq_ (From the
Mainland, fronl Cal ifon1ia, I w,is rcceivi ng all a f these t}lings).
T get connect i orl , but .... eve11 tl10Ugh , boy, outside, eh, dakind. time,
half case eggs n.D can sell, you know.· Even t110u.gh, Sand.s @ otta~....
Sea View Inn ni, before, eh, all the tumble-down Jl0 house no big house,
but !Jna nqHa'Jei\t\la Sands ,akq_ ni. Qili..... OIlly l1im;'hal:f case~
kureota gak~~ .... ha~1 f casewo. (Even though there was Sand.~ ....
Sea View Irmwhere the old tumble-down houses used to be but where
Jlalei\va San.d.s is now... only he would buy a half-case of eggs).

({-IN .1 Clughs )

NK; No can ptlt sale ,you kn.ow. All goj ng make cheap sale, and then jllst
take. the cost., only, sec. But they no can bu)! 'em. ()thcr guys.
()n l.y one, two dozen, three dozen llode. k01-or[:11]. ('rhey bdught OIlly
one, tlvO, three dozell). rrhat' sane thirt'y,dozeIl case, on.1y 15
case, on Iy Sands ~_ half-cClse K.Q.L<) kt~1:g1.9 (on I)! Sands bOllght a half
case) . floo hoy! Me r~ QC!J.tara (T r it was lllC) , one \vhoJ e mess hall,
throw 'ern inside one case, eggs. [Ia..lf case eggs i!J1.Q, all t-"!:_~ota

( You ~~lY half case eggs, 'Tpllt (lli. 'in). rrhirty-fi"ve case gyrai
kazoetotn yo (I llsed to COlnlt about. 3~ cases). S_O!~_ &9:_ one tinle Cfhat
h-apperlc(f--Qne time). lIoo hoy! ArG. wa. .T P.Qh9 'So ffilJch, I going send..
'ern back to the wholesal or, so not so bad, bllt fruits and vegetables,
and :1] 1, poho, YOlI know (I 'lost so nluch on that, bllt I could send
them back to the who.1es31er so it wasn't so ba.d, but fruits and
vegetables. \vcre a conlpJete loss). And all the pigJ)cn, go inside.
1'omato, cantaloupe, hO.neydew·, plum, ally kind. (I.J311ghs)
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K<lwa.i loa?

l'wo guys dekara (\Vi tIl t\"O gtrys) j one load.

Yeah, you bring back the truck. fie br:illg back the truck. fuld theIl,
conlC ll0tllC, I got to l)uy the vegetables, sec. I-100, you knot\] T got
bllS)T, eh.

~1y brother 'rhOlIlas ga, Wahiawani l1e gOiJlg work (l\1y bro·t}ler 1'llomas
worked i n Wah.iawa)~- Mornillg tTme, he go, take llIJ all the kid. And·
then go Lei1clll13 School. Leave 'enl over thcte. I-Ie goan,d thell'
\Vallia\\7aGaTage, he wO'rkirlg over there. And tl1en pa.u haIla tinle,
2 o'clock, I 11avc to sell the vegetable, all and then-;-coJne back with
the bllS. And I .go take 'em home, all the kid. (Laughs)

No. K~.Hllal.oa. Now .•.yeah, that Koga rrheatre get.7 eh? rrl1at IJlace
\ve bought. A'r~ divide shite (lVe divided it). llalf. ~1e ga koc.h.i
110 h5 (T got~--tTLis side)-:-~'-My f~lthcr, kochi no h6 (My fatller got~
tT1is~sjd('). l'llC other fe110\\]', KlU1i.}lisa-KOl~Tl-1 110 ho ('The other' fel1o\\l
Klllli.lri5a got this side). rrwo fellow dekara-Tlan11)llll-hambllnk6ta ('fhe
t\~O 3grecd to btlyby.splitting the costDl--llam:-13ut, you;-boy ....
)rou got to IJay, you kl10W. 1;loo, 50 damn t'igl1t! AT1d tllcn that titHe,
Little bit better, so Leilehua ni high sl~hool ni :ikita Cfhat at that
time" eondi t:i 011S were b'ettcl-' so-'1 WCTlt to Lc'i reTitl~i-1ITgh School).
T going ta buy tIle 1)u5.

,And,' he hring bacl< tIle trl.lck?

l'hro\,v 'cnl \\7[1)7 illSidc there. And tJ1cn he 110 can find 'em. "Eh,
how COlllC tire no marc?" "()h, tire, flat tjre, so no call l)uy, 'as
\\Thy. Got to fix 'enl til), go thlO\\T> 'em inside." And we tell 'ern
1)ul1 sh j t', yOll know. I-Ie no can take' em back, eh, ' as ' why. No TIIOre
whee], 'as why.

HOG, you look, boy, warehouse I get plenty stuff, stack 'em up.
Every day get sIlle11, ell. Ah, I go look sick. Goddmn! Mata s.hiru
ga cleru (Again tlle fnlits are fennenting). Ah, Slli t, no .caTl sell!
MorC1)ette r tIlrow 'em ins i de tIle pigpen, so I go call all mell.
Brin.g the nan i (W.l1a t you might call it) .... t. J'uck . And tllCl1 l)uta
kaukall ni lTIottekure (And tIlen take it to feed the ,pigs). lie say',
TTf·tJ1inK;' IIawarr-;-o111y yOll Main.land kara, l)uta kallkallk·(lll no \tVa
only you do (In f-Icuvaii, you're the 0111y-Olle to Import 'pfg -[ooa
from the ~1ailll(1l1d)." He told me, yOUkllO\'J ...Joke. Antonatta
('fhat's \vhat happened). I-Iode atokara ('fhen ~fter that) ,killd of
hard t'iine, that, hut I'nlaKc-'e"illlITfle bit good. But all lTIOSt
time, we bOllght that place up there, see.

SarCIno, everyday, ,you know, that one, see, schoo 1 ga alu.toki, ell
-l'TTia-t--\\l~lS evelyday ofschooJ). 1100, ho)', that tinic--hard tilne, t110Ugll.
~'lc no can pay the note. SOlllctinlc·, the)' going COlne get the bus.
Chcc .... one t inle \ve got to take Oltt that wheel.

(I-IN 1311ghs)
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(Laughter)

NK: Ah, ,1118 kato 11i natta. Oh, so danul hard tiITIC ~lt~~)ro. But toto, one
CC1I'- -=--:'-~illOKoro---T10W many? I dOIlt' know exactly 110W nlany, but, - an.iway,
fort)r i~1S-S(~ig-er kind, eh. Long .nose ~'2_ blJS k6t~ yg_. Oh, me ra g.?_
ichiban hayakattayo ~Vaialua de. Sodake zutta vIe1I , Leilehua yatta,
bIIf-;----jlo.--1)eITver-kid all. ITOdake-:--almost ima no, I thiJlk, forty
sonlcthing ka~~, fifty .g~r~~. no g(:lll~~Yation,. Jni~~~-'me .!:~ ~ hap~_i
5hi tOYU. I cal] the bLlsKoga bus, eh. Tll0se gllYS tag along. And
l\onda--koclli no ho 11(].11i ga .... open natta, eh. I'Iigh School .. An.drew
Cox ScJi601K:ara-l1ign-S-cnool ni natl~a--:---~Iodekara, bus no need already,
see. 'As wh:y, me, ittoki yamete. Hodeka'ra koodo 1'ojo gabus wo
yar~yota. Tojo 110 bUS wo,-youkotekure ~uke, 'are kara me g~ bllS

IourKa five one time kota.

(Ah,it became tllat way. OIl, it was (]. dam11 hal'd time. Bllt finally,
one car--'-how nlailY were thcee aroluld that tinle? I don't kn.ow exactly
how nl~lny, but Cl.nyway, forty passenger kil1d, eh. I bough.ta ]Ollg­
nose l)us. Oh, VvC were the first ill Waialua. )\:nc1 1\1e did it all
tllYOugh that tiJne in Leilehu·a. lVe tra.nsportecl all the kids W}lO
would be forty·-somethillg to fifty 'years old. today. T called the bus
Koga bus, eh. 'fhose guys tagged. a'1 ong. And ave r here .... sonlething
opened tIp on this side. tligh School. '11181"1 Andrew Cox School
became a hig}1 school in th..-i s area. 'rhcn there was no 'ncc(l for a l)us.
So I qu it, alld Toj 0 was' running the bt.lS. Then] ater, I was asked
to buy his bu~cs, so I bought frnlr or five buses at the smne time.)

SOShjt8, we start. Kanda lny own l)llSirless, yOl.l ~rlow. Before dattara,
nlC -aiicr-l)Yather, togetlleryari.l..0t~. Now 1'oj a no l)us wo me ga kate.
Sos}litc, the tilne, flower shop \ve allen. So she work-Ylowersl{le.·
~1e-:p(XT(ile 3nd the bus. Sos11ite, anotokini wa only bllS dake datta
kana? Peddle wa sClldattaffio? AI-lyhow~-·soyUtIi de, daibunyafte
ooc~L~l. ~)ocl!:i~L-ko~cra da kind jllnk l)u.s ~~~nol)ody like, 'eh.

(lhen we started. l1yis tinle, it was Iny OWlI husil1CSS, you' know.
Before, Iny brother arId I llsed to work togetl1er. Now I bought
rfoj a's buses. At. that time, we ]1ad opened a .flower shol1. So
my wi fc worked t11ere. T pedd.led and d·rov~ the hus. 'rhcn at that
time,did I }13ve only the bus? r wasnjt peddling, was I? An.·yhow,
in that way, we worked hard, did it little by little wjth jllllk
bllses that no one wCJJltecl.)

(FfN laughs ')

NK: 'As ~~fhy go bU)l little bit Inore~ l.ittlc bi.t Tnorc I1CW aIle, nel\] aIle
dckar9~., you knOl\!, now .... lny son I~alph @.., arc ra no company ~ minna
k6tekurcta. Hodake, ima dattara, I think, seventy ka, eighty
bllses get, eh. --

(rrhat 's ~vhy I kept on hLlyi ng a s li ght ly newer one each time .... now
Tny son Ralph's cOlllJ)any l1auglIt a11 of them. So I retired .. T think
there are' seventy or eigl1ty buses no·w.)

Chee, boy! If I get SOIne Illore money, I no 1ike s'el1 , but, you know,
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too dcunnhard., 'as why ~ Ah, might as well sell. More 11etter sell.
Soshitc kara (Besides), t get sixty something yet, but I sell.
Sixt.-y-three, ka? Four ka, five ka nattaka (64, 65)'? Anyway, my
son ~ take care shiteyaYiyota (Anyway, my' SO]1 was taking care
of t11ings). :But, nAh, more bett.er you go retire. So more· better
sell," iutake (}1e said). "Ah hanaga up to you guys," s6 iute
retire ShIta-(I said, "Ah, it's up to you guys," and Iretired.)
Hard time, ho! Hoo, boy, you ....

J'llSt ]·ike story yattara, bul1shit nlitayonayo (It's just like a stGYry,
just like bullsI1it). -No can trust- jllst like. You want--~12 hour
you go work, justlike, you kJ10W, $1.20 or OIle dollar thirty-five
cents, thirty-six ce11ts like that. .Hoo! You get 'harel time, .bo.y.
Hard tin18. No TIlOre tInion. No more nothing. Plantation the boss .
If you lazy, you gatta tie 'em up. No can do nothing. You no more
hOllse. Even though th.ey give ·you.

()11 , nan.~.~2 t.su:igeni ~?k~_..•before plantation ~~an1p d.attara, )rou knO\Al
furo d.cnlo"",,~lA!Omen's slcre-a.nd men's side. BO't11 sideJy-a-:-tvtallaka
cre}Ja'rt]tion ga atte. YOll wa all salne. Eh, hodake, y'Oll were prIall.
Just like hapaT ~hitananKashita, so damn pilau, ell, atok·a.ra, . ­
YOlI go insNe-f'here, so damn pilatl·. You no more hot wate-r-;'as why
Y0l.InO cern do 110thing. You got-i-a use fo·r t}lat onc. Chee, eh,
tIle pilallwater, }70l1 kll0W, dake. }-·-Iot water delno, eh, {llro demo,
Japan- style £llro, YOll see. Bl.lt plCllty guys stay illS ide " eh-.-­
I-Iod.ake, .pilau onl0ttc, you no can clloose, ell. You got to use
(ra'~'Kjnd ]:u1'o-~ eIl--:-Me ra mi tailli poor dattara, I no can go early,
reCatlSe -r--gct p lent·y to-funu-:sirless get-~ AnaI' get ho1's.e. I have
to cut the'grass and give 'em the nal1i, eh. Any kind. rrhat's '
why everytime . osC:~~~I.?_~.akara, so damn pila~. Anel then benjo.
(leIno, way dO\Vll-,=)elow, you know . About house kara , maybe .... hUIldred
reef. Far place ni'benj6 ga atte. Puka: ga atte~' Sokoni ikanya
iken. You stoTIlacnache naAAa, no 'nurr:- lLallg}ls) l<ci"I<ette iKanya,
~- No nlore natte shimail:- ---- ----

(Oh, shall I also talk about ... ill the old clays, the plantation camp
. ha(1 a, hath .... wonlcn's side alld Jnen's side. rrhcy hnd two 11aths.

Tn the nridclle, there was a partition. )'Ol1' \vcre iTl the SallIe water. Eh,
you were dirty. If you did work like hapai ko, you were really .
filthy. After work when you go to the ba111 ,-there was no inore hot: water
so you had' no choice. I-Iotwater , bath, \Japallcse style bath, you
see. But a lot of people used. that wnter. Even ·if you felt
the \vater \vas eli rty, you had no choi cc. You had to llse that
batll. A poor guy like me couldn't. go earJy hecause I had a lot of
work in the tofli l)usiness. And I had a horse. I have to Cllt grass
Clnd feed tl1aTnorse. AllY k.ind. 'I'hat 's \vhy evcrytinle WhCl1 I came
late, the \'later ,vas so' di rty. And then the toilet \vas so far away.
It lva~ about a 11lln.dreu feet from the house. The toi let was far
away. 'There was a hole ill the ground. You COllld.n't get there in
time. If you had ~ stomach ache, there wasn't enollgh time. You ha.d
to rlln.) .

(Laug11ter)



679

NK: Ant0I1311 dattayo.tIode Stillk,ell. Sometinle, kondo ipQai nattara,
they--g'oirlg make another pllka, see. And tl1en tTal1sfcr it----at1:h-e house.
No carl tlliJlk,yOll, da kindS-tuff, eh. IIna no young fellow dattara.
Soren~_ llnion ga Jlai-·!!Q. R~-w~rui. And then edllcation ga 11ai.

Cfhat's how jt was. So the toilet smelled. SOITIetime when it
got full, they dug all0thcr hole.' And the!l transfercd it at the
}lOLISl'Cl. NOlv'J days, )TOU can't imagin'c tlliJlgS 1ike that. On top of
that there was ]10 uni011. We. Jlad 110 educatioll.)

1'ada; 111antation ga boss dakara, yOll kI10W •••• just like negro.
More ~orse than negro, I think; no, 1<:1 kind life. f-Iorseni not_te,
you J)lallta.tion policeman ga all mitc31ukll, ch. Even th.Ollgh aoor
shinletottCTI10, tllCy go open-:- No 110t:lljllg, -and theJl just open.
"l-Iey"! -~Vh[it:'-s a matter with yOll!" Like that.·

CI'hc plclntation 'was hoss so, you kI10\v •••• we were just like black
s]aves. ,~Vorsc than that, I think, tliat 1j fe. l'he pla11tatiol1
policCTllC'11 TIladc all the rOlmds riding a 110rse. Jj'vcn if the
door \,vas closed, they OPCTICd it without aI1Y warning. Without
saying (,Hlything, they j us t open it. "I-Iey! What's the lnatter w·i"th
you!" TJike t11at.)

(I-JN Cl1Uck.l e s )

NK: SomctinlC, whip ~Q m9_"tt~ kite, hit 'erTI, you 'know, sometilne like that
(Somet:i rnc t.hey lladwhj ps- and hj t thelTI, YOlI know, sOlnetiTIlcs).

tIN: OIl. You saw that, too. rrhey hit people ...

NK: Oh, YC'~lh. 1 s~nv that \vork-ing plac,e nank·ano. Btlt TIle no toki ni wa
rnc rano shitc k8ra amari shinakatta-:---Bcforc my futher no--'cai"np -'--'­
timc-n·ii'il-ka,-·~}-I··]--mos·ttlJile- ·yariyota.-· Evcryt'inlc. Ayukotb wo sometime
just -rl"kc~-- )TOU kno'w, nlCln j·yail"ai, 1-10. ,Justljkc hOl.::-sc;-eh-,-cow
!!.!.~~Y~~~_1.:- ya!.~]~E.:!l~_~a,. ,Japa11cse-:' Especjal1)7 ,Japanese..

(Oh, yeah. J S(1\\! thut }JT'obab'ly ~lt lll)l \\lorkingpJacc. But. during my
time it \.vasn't happening too often. During m'y fat.her's time it
happened nlost of the ti Inc. E'vcryt'irne. 'rhat was trea.ting people
like aniInals--·like horses or CO\vS, 110t as Inen. Ja!Janese. Especially
,Japan,esc. )

But ~l ny\v,ly, .J ~lpancse ~va .,Y..s~h~~ ..8_~}_1_~~.1.)~ ,_~L~X!_~ .X_~~~-.!..~ ~.S?_l~~!_!(l.. Bllt aIle
thiJ1g me g~ 2!~_Q~, !!Q nq ... Governor Burns g.,~ l<_<?1s?~~ baitckara,
and Jap~lnce &~"go"to_t~~,c~}~~! _?_~l.Q ~1i:~g~ dcnlg .. '..Jlod?J~~, me Burns
gQ s"ick no tilne, TIle, T no can tel] so'rTIuc,h COllsul GeI1cral like
that, hut, "Give 'enl. P'lcasc g'ivc 'enl, becatlSc the fcJlow si.ck."
I don't kno\v when they go~i ng to !)(}SS away, sec. 'A.s \\lhy, inla no
llChi n i Nihon no enlperor kar~1 kunshi \vo kllrenlyara,. '1l3ya.i-·--KOto-
~~~I.lj!>;:1{l~i9~-- COllllcct ion .gi-il:TIi !.iI'~- new~spaper -no ho' ni .'.Ift~--nlc-_gil cia
_~jl!~J cvcrytjrre me ~.io~,~~. L[gQ.~ll9.; last year, e.mpcror COIne Amcrjca,
eh. So that tirnc~ he going W(lit for that time and then cml)cror
ka}~_~ Covcrnor BurnsI~j~ ..}~.(Lr.t_~_~~~_~.t~.!~!. Bllt] j ke wc tell, no can last
so .1 ong, because I don't know when 11e go.i ng to pass aW(ly. 'As
why marc better if Governor Bu·ms .~ strong .,~~_!_t~r~,~~.. You go send
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the 'fok)ro Clnd t11cn enlpc 1'01' 110USC. Nld y~ar~renl, bu t he \veak,
t.hat '5 \\Ih)T n.o call do Il0t11ing. So more better somebody go get 'em
over there. Or son alrigllt. Sodake, rna one day denIO hayai ho ga e
ke, ~~~~~ .l?rllI1 9attara., hay6s~itekure ,1 tell 'em-,-see. - - ­
Hodake, h:Jyoshita h6 ga iiyo, OInou. "You folks, :lutekure, iuteku.re."
r-telI -'eln-:--I- tel1-' em· askConsu)- Gelleral. C011sul .General, I
tel 1 'cIn. '''{Oll folks, I d.on' t know why but TIle ra clattara, I know
the (;overnor Burns so nluch good. for the Japaneegiiys.-·--'As why
dose yarundattara, aIle dayT demo early, but YOll know, medal wo yatte-
kll~·~.Ti---t!odak~!-"i3t!~~ ~e yok~t"t~., y~. AI?o Seis}liro g·oing down-:----
go get it. And then, but that time Go·vernor BUlllS nlada ikitota,
see. Marotte kara, and then he get 'em and then af-ter that, he
pass (]\~ay'- eli. ---only I think one months or two months.

(Bl1t anyway, th.e Japanese suffered a lot. One thing I think ...
after Govern.or BUTI1S. canle and. the Japallese saj d "go," even wit11
that .... so whell BurllS was sick, I asked the COllSltl GC11eral, "Gi·ve
hiln a lnodal. Please give i't to hiln because he's sick." I don't
kll0\v \vhcn he's gOLllg to pass alt'lay, see. If Burns is going to receive
u medal frorn t.Ile Emperor of Japan, please giv"e it to him as soon as
pass ih1c. I used to say tllis all the tilne to people at tIle IleWS!)aper.
rrhcn 1ast year, the emT)eror came to Arnerica. Everyone was wai ting
for the Elnl1cror to make his trip toATnerica so that h·ecould presen.t
the medal to Burlls. But \\Te kept all telling the offic·ials that
Bllrns might not .last 101lg because \\TC dicln',t kl10\v when he would pa.ss
away. It would have beeJl better if GoverllorBurrlS were strollger.
Y01ICOtlld send. hiTn to Tokyo to get 11is Tnedal. I-Io\vcver, hecallse
11e was 1vcak, nothing could be done. So j t wOllld have been better
if sornebody wC'nt to get the Inedal in ~JalJan. !-li5 son would have
been good. I.f you're go ing to give it to 11 ilTI, even one day sooner
is better, 1 told tllem. "Y01I fo"I"ks, please te) 1 thenl, please tell
thcJn." T tolcl them to ask the Consul General. I told the COllsul
Genera 1.. "You folks, if it was up to TIle, I krlow GoverIl0r BurrlS
has clone so lllllCll for the Japal1ese. So if 'you' re going to give the
medal to hirn,it may be one day early, but pleusc give hi~ the mcdal,~'

1 suggested. T don't care w}lat Hlcdal, but anyway, give i.t to hiTn
hefore he passes awa.y. So they gave it to hiTn andi t was a relief.·
rrh~.11 Seishiro was going to get it, bllt at. .that t inlc, Gov'crnor
Burns W<l.S· stil1 living. After he recc.-ivcJ it, he }J(lsseu away.
1" think only one or two months after.)

HN: After?

NK: Yeah, SOlllcthillg like th~lt. llodakc, 110Jlt6 lT1C da.ttara .... Governor
Burns :no. ~~~~gS~~lc _~a ~.~~._"' y~ou kn(Thl-;-Xriyoslli rna (Jete} ta, ell. All the
Japancc hoys COlllC up. 'As Governor Bllrns no okage -do. 'As WIlY
Ja!)ance conli ng ont, but if 'you J10t .... to llanka otar~ you mada mada
too 1(1 t.C • J\nd' as \\Thy TIle ga l1amben gakk6- i tterno, ah, you join. .
~lani, DCI1l0Crat ~1i join ~en ka_, ·you. "Oh, sure, Sl:lre."

CYeah, s0J11ctllirlg like that. So I110nestl·y .... it was Govemol' Bums·'
doing that Ariyos]1i rose IIp, too. All th.e ,JaJ?al1eSe cmne ~po

If it 1vCI'en' t for BUr"11S, tIle Japanese would still he far behind. So
I felt tllat no matter -how much educatioTl ·you have, you sllould join tIle
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Denl0crats. "Oll, sure, SllTe. ")

YtillO koto de me ra Governor BLlrns 110 11antoki kara ha, do this,
do tilis-;--iut'ara,doshitemo sLlgal~ plantation wo allmost not nani,
e11. ·DeJI1ocratdc nai, ell. All most. So theGovernor Blll11S no toki ni
are ni haitc. -Sosh'Ite kara, al10 Democrat ni natte s11imote. SoSTiIte­
kara·~--wc··-take the oti-z·enship- ~1l1d then jllstlne ra-d-C-karaonly bunch
tsi.iklltt.ari, 11anka shitekara, kokua sllitari, nankH sh-i tari. '
I-Ionto-~·--ko-i:c dake--wa ·me, iftookJ.taI-:- -Governor Burns wa 'horlto Nihonj in
wo-Ni-hongo-deiiitara, "ishiki s}11te," to iu no YQ.ne~ aiillopen-eye
shite~---are ga ~JapaIiee woo haolekara. ki ra.warete d.erno Japanee wo,
yOll knOl}I,-pl!11 out shite kUiefe ke., that l)ig }lelp for Japanee-.-
So onlOll ke GovernorBurns dake w·o-doslli telno are wo ill. Him nice.
Ar~ga-Ol"ll ke, Governor Ari}Toshl-mo d.eteklta-andhokallo others rna
all -ar-e-ga okage de, you know, dekit~Even-you Llilcle-nlo same
thing~'-- War-nI~lttekara, university -rtte, ana chance g~l-atte,

dete-kitc lTIO someJ)ody- I)emocrat (latta ke, see-:- Doshitemo Governor Bums
ga JliJmT)o·ka hippariyota. lIodake, areHawaii wahont5 ni Nihonj in no
~i110ri.JIi~ t~ompuy~ --- -~- - --- - -

('fhe plantations '\Tere mostly not Democrats. So I joinecl the Democratic
Party and fronl that time took O1.r1' ci tizenship, fanned Ollr own group,
d.id things, }1e]ped out. Honestly, th..is is one thir1g I want to s·ay.
Governor Bunls is,if you. say it ill Japanese, "lie felt for us,"
he recogllized the ,Japanese for w11at we are. Even if the ,Japanese
were looked dOWll upon, he helpcd us out. Because of him, .Ariyoshi
came out and othcrs, too, becallsc of Bums. Even your uncle.
~Je went to Wclr, had. a chance to go to the lli1iversity because of the
IJemocrats., Gov,erllor BurIIS kept helping Ollt. That's why I thin~ he's
a Ja-l)anese' s "Japanese,.)

Dakal'a,orc, me, I ]10 care. Ahollt that. Kokono fellow, I no· care.
GOvel:ricrrB"li"nls dake yattekure. T tell 'eTn-:- see.. NancleJTlo iutane.
One )'car over, 'lga tell-:-- 'rhen are ga chodo yatte kureta ke. HOIltG
LlresJri ikatta.

(Ihat 'swhy T d i.dIl' t care abo.LIt the medal for m·yse I f or other
people here. Only for Governor Bunls,. T told theln again Cl.Jld agail1
for over a year. l'hen fj naIl y he got it. I was very haI)PY .. )

NK: ()h .... T think j ustpart t.i me a .1"1 sanlC d(~tt~_ YQ.. T d,on' t knO\\T

exactly. I-Iardkanno. ~1aybc 15 or 17 ycar, I think. ·Yea11, tlley
say, lllC ga asllt:rtaiTIete, ashi wo (l'a!JcgarbJ ed) shi tc, yasundeta
toki ni ,--somebod)T, ~Vahjel\vagiiyp--~Fold nlC, eh, yattekuren ka.
°iPT'his--Illonth 11arall .... amari ipl)ai naran, but only cas)' jobdakc,
yattckure. You-can write -aM--you .ca,n -report, so doshi temo yOll ga
:[atte'~~_~~.·" Il.l~, hodake, !2.on~ara_ yatte ~?~~oka ilile~-"liait~ wake, yo.

(Oh, J think it \-vas always part time. I don't know exactly. It's
hard to say. Mayhe 15 OT 17 )lCarS" TIley said after I hurt my leg,
when T \-va~~ resting, a Wahiawa guy asked me to do it. "Ttwon' t pay
Jnuch, but it's a,n easy job so please do jt. ·YOll CeJI1 wri.te and report,
so please do it for lIS." rrhat's wJ1at they asked so T thoug11t I'd
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give it a try.)

Anytime me yamcru iute, iyorunka, they no 1ike make 'em qui t, ell
(AnytiIne I said I \vauld qui t , they didn't want to 11ave me quit) .
Because nobody stay,. I think, this job .. I can speak little bit
Japanee and then I can write n'ewspape'r and nankanlo, all kakareTIlke,
I tllillk (I can speak SOITIe Japanese and thCll I' can wri te ~11]' .'

lciJlCls of art icles for t11e newspaper, I think) ....

HN: You remeTIlber anything. interesting that you wrote about from Waialua?

NK: Oh .. yeah. Waialua no kato daibtLl1 kaita koto alVWJ. Itsu datta kaJlo.
Lo~g; tiln~ ago, 'butanyhow, kanna,TIi kuwaShlkoto nakatfa~-oot-,--
anyway, 011e thing no koto ni tsuite wa .... se1lio·i-citizen·s---I meall,
llot senior citize.nbl£t justlike us ga, I can get the citizenship,
e·h. So that ki nd tirne, I t11ink I stay wri te. Alld. then ·befoY.e no
Governor Qllinn ~ are ga lne ra ga partyyanl toki de ....11eknow
TIle. Me iTIla denlo~n.iteru. SOIne'time }1e Ineet me. "Eh, Mr. Koga,
110W'S'· " t-~hp gni no TP 11 nlP ynll "1<nf'1,.T. rrh~ C" k~nr1 I"Tl'y ." val· rorh+ h""'yJ . ~_._ _' = • A _, ~ oA..& "'0 '-' '-"............... III '-', • \J \.A .1'\.. .1 LV Vv' • ..L J 1..L ,~ ...1_ I lU b U- 0.·...1..1. b 1 L., lV,

OnlOD. Antolla. fella ktnlltO'ki rna arus11i. Dakc yOkll oboetortl. Ana
tC?ki nOKotC2 'vodaiblln kaita.-.- Do-.:;hJ.temo, J~lpanee waanyho\v, get
together natte. Soshi.te, well, not only Dernocrat,Dllt clean job
wo senya ikcn.. Governor Burns 11i taisl1i te, I te11 'em, nice .
ni,···yoiiilg fell'a ga igokanya ikeJ1- iukot~, en. I-fodake me ra wa ~t,?ni

s}li !e~_~_~ ~!~_~.~E.~ta }<ur~ta hI~~.

(011, yeah, ·(lui te a lot has been wri ttcn a.l~out ·Waialu.a. W11e11 was it?
I t was a long time ago, bll.t anyJ10w, i t waSIl' t SlICh a detai led
matter, bl~t .anyway, regardi11g immigrants, I can get nlY citizens11ip.
So I thoiJlk I wrote about that sort of thing. When we .had parties,
the forrner Governor Quilmremembered m~. Even no\v. Sometimes
}1e meets me and he says, "Eh, Mr. Koga, howareyou?" I thoug11t
that this kind of guy is alright. There were times when people like
him C<JJT1C. T 'rclnember well, an.d wrote a lot abollt that. ~ Whenever
~Japanesc gathered, they were told that it was necessary to do a good
job. Especially for Govemo'r Burns, tIle young people have to
nlove, to work.)

And C?nc thing, Governor Burl1S I TIleet Mililani ka. Miljlarli Funeral
Parlor, c11. ()nc Inen de ka.ra, eh, ~Vaimea no YoShikawa ga IJass away
shitatoki, he wen come:- And they make 'e~c}lauffcll'r, yOU know.
And·Tlc-~~o horrle-~-- sec. Chec, me, T th.OllgI1t, hoo this guy nice.
I-Jontoni snlal1 potato demo, eh, come over t}1ere, and then .Japanese
no-.-.~-'~"riani .... style dekara, eh, Bud.dh is t style, eh, they make 'Cln.

011, ho'a~iI(e, hiITI •... nlCWa anlari shi ran8katta. ()nly kaadake shi toru,
hut h(~t~-wc611 ni ota fel1a- ni dClllototerrK)--yoku shitc kur-cta~you kl10W.
'That '~ \vh)' Ine-\va ,-GovernorBlfrns t-Uikchi3 ~-mc,'-T--t6J r nlY -kid, all.
"Go\rcrnor Bllr11~ don't forget. ()Jle thing this llaole okay, though."
Tell 'eIn, ·YOlI know. -_.

(And o_ne thirlg, T nlct Governor' Bu'ms irl Mililani Funeral Parloy.
lV-hell Yos11ikawa, from W:ljnlea~ passed away, Governor BlrnlS came
to h.i s funeral. And he had a chauffeur. rrhen he \vent home.
J thougllt tllis guy is nice. 13VCJl if it's a Sllla 11 I)Ot.~ltO, he comes
<-lawn there to a {Japanese style funeral. I didn't kll0\v him well,.



OIlly by sigl1t, but others tell Inc how much he has done.. So I tell
all of my c}lildren about Governor Bums.. "Don't forget 11im r

This haol~ is okay. ")

HN: ·Ok-ay. You know, before tilne was what kind gatherings or, you know,
picnics? What kind commun.ity stuff used to have?

NK: Oh, cormnllni ty, you get, all most religion stuff, you know.

HN: Yeah. Like wllat?

NK: Hongwanji, like that. AIld then some ....

I-IN: Bon?

NK: Yeah .. Bon. And then Hongwanji Cll1b ga aru, see. And then YOUllg

Man's S'ociety gaatJ:a, eh. All lnost are w~ ~iIl~~ t.S.llkuruyottayo.

(Y~a.h.. Bon. 1 ne-re was the Hongwanj i club and a Young Man's
Society.-'Everyone joined to fom these.)

HN: You think you ca.n describe some of those? Like, maybe, parades,
or sOTneth.ing like that ..

NK: Oh, parade ~~~2~, before wa ....

tW: Big celebration?

NK: Oh,'big celebration wa I know 011e thing was the old folks ga
ant tokoro ni, I think na]l 110 toki datta ka? 1 don't 'know-
'exact.lY~-·Dut~n1yhohT, Japan kara-:- youknow, Navy, eh .... those gllYS
before all time kiyotayo, HaleIwa ni. 'rhat kind time all celebration
nal1ka shitarj, soshitflra welcome party wo 511i tari ,picnic wo sllitari
·S11ioft~1-:--fulo· to~ki rna arusl1:i, butnani ka no tOklna11ka wa,Japanese
no-o"·ra----fo.lks-,-g~J~·ineraTIlariy. T don'tkllowexactly:--l)ut anyhow,
nande shi tan fa shirai1;but my 01 d man nanka rna, you kn.ow, j ibun
g_~ m(1~K--~ol!:~~I~~t1~~_, .~~~~h~t~_ ~.a~_~te kara. all F'yeshl\'i r Camp clekara,
no, run shit ~lkoto ga anl yo.. Ana celcl)rate shi.ta koto amyo.
Eve l')'i)odY;'-'I--IhT11k-SO--nlanYllUnd-r~e~d gllYS. A)'lJ kot-o--Illc)--··attayo.
lIokar<J, all most time Hongwanji Miss"ion naTlka noYot'.irlg--Man-Societ)T
'iificr--'tllcn young boy and girl, are ga arjyotil~-see. Kyocld.n no party
ga clriyota. And .tl1en Nihon gakkcfnogaKlJg-eikai ga atta-:-- Ma,
all0'--KlJ'i:~ii-'11o koto gaa-rrota. - And all-ln-o-stTJ(lseball-:---Me wabaseball
sUKj--C1l.ttalwakCCIO".-Too mllch poor, 'as WIlY no TIIOrG time tOl)lay.

«Jh, ~l big celebrati on ..... I (Ion' t kno,v exact,] y l\Then it \vas but a.n)tll0\v,
the JaJ)anese sailo·rs used to COl11(~ oftCll to Halci\va. At those times,
celcl)Yatio.J1s, welCOlllC part-i esand picnics were he]cl. 1nere were times
like that. SOTIletilnes even my father would make a mask and everyone
would celebrate at Fresh Air Camp . Maybe several hundred gu.ys.
There also used to be fu.nctions for the young people with the
Young Man's Society. Club IJarties. Jar)ancs~ school fl.lhctions.
1'hat's about it. And TIlost everyone pl1.yed 'baseball. I used to like
'baseball bllt was too poor and had no tilne to pla·y.)
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(I*J C.ll11Cklcs)

NK: And then bef'ore wa 2~ffi1~ ga ~!tyott~_., see (And there also \vas Stmlo).

tIN: Oh, SlUnG.

NK: Sumo. A~~_ !110 canlp i~.ario~a_. ~~~·l'o~£ ...

(1'11Cl t ~"as in the c3lnp. rr11 ings 1i kc tllat;, .. )

~lN: IJsed to huve people conlpcting ill carnps? Surno? SUlTIO used to be
between camp 01.....

NK: Yea.h. Between the camp. So \\Taialua l1i 011e. Haleiwa ni one team
ariota. f'Iodake, sometime' ryobo ga kit'e yariyota. tIok~ira, sport
~;~-.b_~)~~~(:l'~..~'.~!~-~--l· TIlake 'elTI ker!<iQ".:J ---- --- -_._-

('{cah. Between the calTlp. So Waiallla had one. '['here was one tea.ill
in Hal ("j \lJH. Sometirnes, both teams wou] d ,get together for matches.
rI'}-_)_el_l_ ·.f,·.(.rr ,nn-rt- C 1.T(.::\ h ':) r1 lrc····r\ a10' "

- - .' - v,l., ......... ~~', tiV,-, l,iU·~l ~~.! • J

fIN: Kcnd6?

NK: Yeah. T started kcnd5. So I-fOTlgWCJl1ji no ima no hall shitano h6 III

ana, n~lnj, hal] 110-n-<1"11'i ni all before llsed tobe cClTlcnt-;see.-Blif
K(~1d6-j"sobi dash-1.t·aY-a~·:-you kno\~, kind of ha..rd. 'As why I ,make 'en1.
~kikc'-s·h-'il-)ai·,-you--kiioiv·, the one, shilJ(]j, ell. Shibai iutara, act
suruy'O--;--·s-oinebouy. So 1 teach '(~ij·i··-rlow you gofng'-'-to"'- ac"f-and th'is
nIi(r--tTl-~-lt apd th i s al1d that, see. And then .... every night, kei'ko,
kciko, you kno~\I.· Practice shite. Soshite konda tent, you know~cover
~~l~J'-~~~, stage ~_oshira~t~. ----.-~ ---

(Yeah. r startcd the kendo group. T'he preScllt ha11 at Hongwanj i
used to be cement. r[hat ,~as too hard for kcndq practice. That's
why J organi zed a play aJ1d taught the stlld.ents what to do,. And
then, c'verY'Tlight \\le practiced and practiced. TheIl \\7e raised a tent, and
buil t ;:1 5tagc. ')

~Vc go rnake bcncfj t. Soshi te .r remember llOW denlo, $387 red nlaterial
k6tan )u. Sore1,vO l)ay 'SUYl1.~yoni, I got to Jnake benefit. Not nl0vie.
Bene'fj t"-~_~_~_~aI-:-'---Show, YC1!i~-:--

(lVc had a bCllCfi t . I renlembe r even now 'vc bought $387 wort11 of
red rnatcriaJ. In order to I)ay for that, \vC had to have a be11efi t
show. Not a rnovie. A show.)

lIN: \VhCJt k'j nd stllff you had, in your 5ho\v?

NK: Oh, tJal)~Jn ki11d show, you kno\\7. A.lI. Yca.h, you know .... all old
fashion k'ind and young one, two, ~~. rl\\lO t:ilnc yattota. We rnake.
An'Y"\I~~Y, ~fll that boys and, girls, eh .. Soshite onago wa- you wa·
on3go nj llcJ'nl and then )lOU otoko ninarll-;-yoll j isan ni narc~-a
yu-tu" 'il'I' se-;-th.isand that. --'lfOtTc-:-oshJ-ete kcrramcra-ke~rko shJte,
~~sfi1:~~~-~~fc~Lall TTlen , [llld theii iJ~~~ d~!l10--ano'-mama f~I~t~y-~_·- --
(Oh, tJapanese style. show, you kllOW. All old fashioned style aJld
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mOdeI'll style. We presentecl the show twice. Anyway, all the hoys
and girls wanted to be in it. They were assigned to women's parts
a.nd men's parts. We practiced and benefitted everyone to this day.)

Are ga three hlInd·red eight something dollars,'! think. 'As why I
pay, - sana money wo tSUkt1 ri awaseru noni kara, all boys dekara,
fifty cent mottekoi-.-And-then Ilo--'carl like that, eh. I-Iodake,
.oh, we make'ejTI-'-T)enefi t shibai yatte. Sos}li tekara P~lY off 5hi ta.
Sosh~it~.· all volunteer dekara~you know, floor wo b:~ttanyo. ---

(lUI the boys were asl<ed to pay fifty cents in order to help payoff
the $387. But it wasIl' t enough so we had the play. 'Everyone
vollmteered and we made the floor.)

I·IN: Your actors are all costllnle an.d ....

NK: Yeah, school boy. And the11 SOTne working Tnan .. Plantation guy.
All nlost plaI1tatioll guy. '~l1a_, ~~ koto niu aLLan daked~ (Well,
there were things like that, too).

ENI) OF INfERVIEW
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'fape I\Jo.1 - 45 - 2-·76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

Noriyu Koga (NK)

AUgllst 20, 1976

Wa i a, lla, Hawaii

BY: Howard Nonaka (HN)

HN: Tl1js -is an interview with Nori)!ll Koga, August 20th, 1976. Okay,
gOi11g back' to w11en )1011 were a cO\Jvl)oy ill Wahiawa .... r remember you
sa-ying -you had, tq give 11a1£ your pelY to a ....

tIN: I-Iow did th,at work?

NK: T t'h ink, T not sure, bllt anyhow, I think my wages no halnbun gllrai
wo (I t 11ink about half my wages), I think donate fo-l~ the union, ne.
Yeah. I d011' t kll0W exactly, but .... a.lly11ow, four, fi-vc mOllths I
going \Irork over there .

I-IN: \'\lho ,t oak ca rc 0 f that for you? l~i ving YOllY pay?

NK: Oh yeah. Mr. Carson jyanakatta. Nandattctkano? Nanka yu. German
gllYSg~_~: S?t~~_.. J-!aole. '[hat glly ga go hire forme.

(C)h yeah. It wasn't Mr. Carson. Who was it? I think it was a
Ge-rnlan guy. I-laoIe. That guy hi red for me.

11N: Bllt how gave, you know, ha 1 f you r lJay check to the uni OIlS?

NK: r think lny fat.her go-ing give 'c'nl. Yeah. Because T get tllC pay.
Give 'Cl11 IllY father. Ancl rat'her going give' 'crn urrion, I think.

I-IN: 1-10"" d ill you f-i rst hear about the ullion?

NK: YC<lh. That one junk, an)'how, first time. A.ll \.Jal)(111ee gll)T COlllC

around and, "'fh'is ancl that, t11is and that," bllt all bllll liar.

(I-IN lallghs J

NK: Yc'ah. 'As W}lY. 'As why strike' }ven broke. He no thinkiI1g abotlt that.
Yeah.

I-IN: So \vcrc YOt! afraid to join the union, YOll kTIOW, because of the
TJlantatj Oil preSS1Jre?
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NK: Yes. 'As why. PlaI1tation pressure. But Ulllon prcs~;urc l110rc

hiJoj (severe), eI1. 'As \vhy I scared. 'As \vI1Y got to join to the
unioTl, hccallsc ~ve not big shot like llu1a, not field boss] ike that..

I-IN~ Were 1110St of the lJapanesc, you know, working on the pJantation,
were in the union, most of them?

NK: )/cah. All was Japance. rrhat ninet)T perCcl1t, I thillk, lJapdncc
guys, <.'11. That tilne, Filipirlo llOt much. Li ke I-Icuvaiidns, otJlcr
nationality, too, but.

lIN: rJO\,y \vas the Ul1ions organized, that time?

NK: Ah, organi ze uni on ~ hard~. IJonat.ion. I\n(1 then SOJTIC ~va, fc"v
all each nlcnlber get pay so mllch. Kind -of hard.

f-TN: }Vh8t ahout meet_ings?

NK: Oh, 111CCt:i ng, sonlctimc, big shot COllIe aYOU11c.1. And t hen they ta lk:i ng
, together a.nd then somet ime, IIa lei wa tailor 1ike that, eh, 11c goi 11g

SlJcuk up, see. ()nly ana ~rai ]1~" morlO yo (It was on] y that much).

HN: Were those meetings secret or .... anybod..y .....

NK: Ah, 'I th'jnk secret ga oTI10icia timcyaro (Ah, I think it wa·s a secret
rnost of the time). -~1e-ga ~~~ sh.irallaj (I don'tknowllulcll·ab"out that)i'
T don't kno\v about that. So secret, eh. J\nd thCIl this much ga,
open 'eln up. And this TTlllCh, no tell·. 1 thin_k antono nattotanYQ
(J th'j nkit was like. that) . ----- ,

I-IN: lVhat kind of people were in the wlion that tinle? Who were the
leaders and ....

N.K: OIl, \vho lvere the leader. l'hat, anyhow, rrsutsurni ~no g_~!_ ]cader
dattak<Hlo. T thjnk newspapcl' ga leader that tinlC. IJawaii rrimes,
S()-~'---(~h~----"I\nd then that ti'me gct--I-I<.nva-i -j (·Iochi. And bc~tor:cno--"----

Ni ppu tJ ij i . Ano toki n i, 11awai j"'T-i6'c:ll-r ~l~'---"'No," iu talloyo. Str-i ke
St~-l~l~l-~ --'j~ll:f- lfa iv:rli rr jrncs~-s dy S ~_·_,,-s t -rTl(l~'--s 11~I t- ~,1 110 ga If-~-'fil llelakc, s t r ike
cJh-t-tan. But--TI~lwai[-TIO-C1ri no he) ga (Jl1~.ok-rw~1·yok~ut-f~lyo. ·_---1-tT1.1 nk
sl~I)-110ga yok~lf·ta· bccalis-c--slig~Ti:·-·c~)Jnij'lg- ol'i-f-~---' scc;.---··-iI'Tic); Tllaki11g plc'nty
lTl()i-icy .--'---, As--'-\vl1y;-t11ey l'i ke go back, btl t un i on no 'Ii kc go' back.

(011, \vho \vC'l'(' the l.cCld('r~. 1\ Ill;lll 1l~lllll\t1 1'SII: ~lll;li \\'rl~ the ]C'~ldC'r.

1 th j nl\. .~he nel\TSIJapc r 'vasal so () I ('(Ide.' r . II~nv~11 j I r ill1C.s • 111erc \va s
a I so the llalva i -i I loch i 3nd ,\That lISCU to he fllcT--NI]lpt:-JlJ j (later hecame I-Iawaii
rr-illK'\~). I\t----th~l~t'--tlm(~-;--I'IahTaji llochi ~rlid not to strikc--:---BuL Hawaii
1;jIllcs sa i d i t \\Tas betteY--fo' stri Ie so th i s stri kc hapIJCJ1cd. -The
fTol.I-iT, \vas right. It \vou] d have been better not to have had the strike
I1cc"ullsc 5ligar \v(1S irnproving, lTIak i ng Inoney. The others wanted to
go b~lCk, but tIle' union didn't want to.)

I-TN: And that's what lTIade you join the Ul1ioll because' yOll heard about all
t"hc profft.s?
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NK: Yea.h. Mhm. You got to get lillian because, you know,. tmion de
hai ra.ndat tara , dog taka, na11toka iute. "Inu," yuware otta ke .

. Yeah. Ana. kurai !!Q.monoYb-:-'Yea.h.SOreyaSOnoto~ini sh~toki...

(Yeah. If you dicln"t join the llnion, you were con.sidered .a dog.
That's the way j t was then. rrhat 's the way it was done th<::11.)

HN: Oka.y. What abollt plantation, you know, trying to break up the union',
You relnember anything allout ....

NK: Oh., yes.

I-IN: What kind?

NK: Are wa daibun ata.rashii do. Me, I no stay over here, 'as why I
d.o11'tkn.ow too'much, blltanyway, sonleplace .... get 'em---leader, eh.
He like get 'em that glo/ and throw 'em in the jail' or like that.
And the'n soMode, sometime, I think I-Iawaii shima kanClnka ni dyn.a­
miteka 11-a11K3.--:l"reteunion kara iretallka. I dorl"t 'knowwh·o tile guy
iret8IlT(a shiranhllt-bomb shi tari. Nailki shitari. '. Kenkashi ta
h.itoto~o ga ,afa~asJ?ii·. ---- --

('rhat's prett'y recent. I wasn't here so I don't kIIOW that much,
bllt anyway there was a leader somewhere. TIley wanted to get" that
guy and Ptlt him in. jail or somethillg. And tJlen all l1awaii or
somc\vherc, dyn~lJnite wa.s used. I don't kll0W who did it., but tJlere
were hanl)s. And other tIlings. rrhat there \vas a fight was new.)

~fN: \V}lat about'scal)s? Were there allY sca"bs dllying the strike?

NK: I think so.
wakaranai.

Aruto omoundakedo, hakkiri TIle ra soko ni haitenai_ kara
Yeah. I'm too yOlll1g alreaay.

(1 thiIlk there were, IJllt T'nl Il0t sure about tllat because I wasn't
-j nvol veel. T was too young.)

I-IN: Okay. J)o you kno\-v \vhat they d'id with the scabs? YOll don't know that
here?

NK: !VIm.

f-IN: Okay. lVhat about relations 'vit}l FililJinos at t11at tilne?

NK: Oh, not rlluch. rrhe guys "vas Fili11i:no, 'not rnuch. So Filipino,
.JapancC' ~. strike shitara. (So 'vhcn tllC ~a'panese strllck), he
(the l~i 1 ipil10S) get more ·less, ell. So slIgar comillg alIt, so 11e making
good Jll011CY. He J10 1ike 011e ,vay.

fIN: So that the strike was good for them to ...

"NK: Yes. Good. 'As why konda (then), Japanee strike, Foilipino immigration,
plenty conIC insjde. They go hire from Filipin'o.

HN: What Clbout l)efore the strike? You know, were Jap<lllcsC getting better
johs an.d better pay for the same jobs or sOTIlcthing?
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NK: Ah, that one , yeah, I thil1k SOIne get good job, l)ut only few gllyS, e.h.
Arc yuwaren YQ. A~r~ iutar~_ this kind soreno kod0..!!10ra rna OYU

d~.ke, not so good .

.(Only a few IJcople got good jobs. I can't say much about that
becallse the cl1].ldren of those 11eople are arotlnd~)

t~N: Let's go back to fficlybc your mill work. How did you get your mill
job?

NK: What ki11d mill? You mea.n the .•.

tIN: At the mill. Yeah, when you were working.

NK: Oh! l)a killd time, when )rOLI get the 0I)cnillg, you go ask 'eTIl somebody
else ;--~111dther1 they give me the chance , see. So anyt imc' you can get
chance.

lIN: YOll needed C0.l111cctjons, you knO\v?'

NK: Oh, all most connection. Tllat's right. Yeah.

lIN: Wasn't clJlybody COlIId get in the mill?

NK: Yeah, but all most cia kind place wa, Japanee boy ~~ _hft ga yokatta
beC<1l1Se he know howtOo hand.l e, right?

(Yeah, hut 'j n the mi 11, the Jal1(]11eSe were good beca.use they k110W
hO\\1" to h~Hl<.11e thiIlgS, rig11t?)

(lIN I c]ughs)

NK: 1)a kind t~.lnc, kanaka stay, Puerto Rico stay, and F·i'Ijpj.pos, sonlC
No too"Tnuch r'ill1Jino, bllt anyho\v, kanaka and Portuguese. '1'hose
guys stay, 'as Wh)T. But ,Japanec glJys-~·"-aJl JllOSt good job dattara,
eh. '1'11c rnac-hin i st nanka dattara - - -.J~lpancc guy that kind nO--Ca]1-~-

!Jakc, all mi I] n(·lnk;~g-o()·(f"p~]y~s-;"\vcl], a-Il ,J[ll)anCC guy go most
(yr-tllClll. -_..__._-

Cl'h~lt tinlC, II~l\vrrii:'llls, Puerto Ricans ~1l1(l 50111C F'i"ljIYinos, and
PortlJgllc~c lV(~ rc a round. But JllOS t of t11c ,Japanese had good jobs.
Machinists h:JJ to he tJapaTlese. All the good jobs in the mill were
he.1d by.Ja.p'Jl1csc.)

I-IN: Was there nl0rc status in the Tnil'I? YOll know, lvarking in the mill,
did YOU [cel l.ike, better job, and ....

NK: 'rhe)! no think, though; cla kind tinlc" I think. JllSt }TOU grab 'em
one job. .No can do nothlllg-,c-h. ~VheI1 you 110 1 ike, you got to qui t.
A'nd then, maybe, some glly going ~nake, you going up, OJ1e step up,
eh. 'rhat"s all.

fiN: I-Jow was the n1.i.'l] Jif'~crent?
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NK: Oh, COlldition, not so l)ad, eh. Yea}1. Sometinle you bust ass.
Yea.!l, boy. Before, not like now, see. No more maclline, eh,
too muell. All 11and. 'As why sometime get ill trouble like that
time, hoo boy, you ,got to bust ass, but, ·good.

HN: Was it noisy?

NK: Oh, noisy, sllre! Noisy. You night shift nanka itottara, ana noisy
~~ naka~~:itara_, still you like sleepy, you know!

(Oh, it was 110isy alright. If you worked the night s]1ift in th.at
noise., you still wa.llted to sleep.)

,(tIN Chllckles)

NK: floo, sometilue, you know, watcll out! You gOiIlg to fall down sleepillg
and then pau already. No chain going help like t11is. (Laughs)

..
I-IN: W-hat about safety in the nlill? You know , hadpleI1ty guard rails

and ...

NK: NaI1! Not so much safety, though, that time.

HN: rrha.t time?

NK: No morc. They no care abollt tl1at. Not like now. No, no.

HN: Wc·re yOll there when some of the new machinery came ill?

NK: Oh, once jn a wllile, !!Q, new Jnachine. Little by little.

liN: Where tIley repla-ced people's jobs 'like that?

NK: Yeah.

HN: Well, how did tl)at affect ...

NK: rrhat one, all the contractor go lnake 'enl, 1 think. So us, just
only helping, 'as all.

liN: I-Io·tv-'s relations with bosses in the THill?

NK: What do you nlcan? That Japanee guy?

11N: Was j t closer t11an, you lalo\V, \,yith your lUIla in the field or was
it tvorsc?

NK: I no C[111 tlnderstand Eigo 110 imi (T call'"b lmderstand the English
meaning),

HN: YOtl know, tIle ·bosses in the mill were better than tIle 'ones in the
field or....

NK: Oh. Well, mill !)etter l)ecause not so hot. (Laughs) Olltside,
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it's so damll 110t, ell. Bllt, me, illsid.e the mill, not so hot,
but anyhow, someplace yOll go, more hot thaI1 oLltsicle, bilt the fireplace
J1aIlka., ell. But still, you n.o need stay there all the tinle. t.Just
you·going.watc]l 'eITI 'asw}1Y, easy. Yeah, young people like go inside.
.mill, though, that time. Yea}l ..

1-IN: f\1ayhe let's go into your vegetable peddl ing. f-Jow did you start
t.hat?

NK: Oh, that vegetable peddling wa., I going il1side t}1e Schofield and
then t.Japanee gtlYS cannot livein the Schofield Barracks. './\5 why
thro\v 'enl a1 ] outside, see.. 'As why t no more job. And then outside
get 110 lTIOre job, too, 'as why I got to start from' the ...... I get the
truck, so ......

~W: How clidYOll get mane)' for the truck and .....

NK: OIl, that.oIle narC! (about that one), IJeCallSe I make l)llsincss, 'as
why little bi tr-get money, so I goingbllY tne vegetable some old
Japanee gtly, eh, and then go sell outside. So I Inaking money Iittle
bit.

HN: But did11't yotl have to ·get a loan or something?

NK: 'Yeah. Loan kind of hard was, that time.

1--IN: COllldn't horTOW money, that?

NK: (:an' t horrow nlOJley, lJeCallse...•sometime you can borTOW but you '
need witness, good one. So one ton truck I bought tha.t tirrle,
Wahiawa Garage going back IIp for me. And then I buy from bank 'alid
then I make 'em loan. But witness get Wahiawa Garage, 'as why I
call harrow. But if not, me, no can borrow.

l'-[N: What ahOl.lt the tilne at the bank? ,YOtl need- somebo(ly else that time?

NK: No.' ()nly l.xll1k nothing. (Lallghs) Just] ike r go-ing to IJut 'em in
the check account. ADd then, no TlIOrC leftover, )TOU kno\v. (Latlg11s)
Ihrc r)Tt j Inc T ~.Qj-:~. ( ::-un h 1"0kc . ), eh . H.ed, red, .red conri ng out, but
they trust llle, Schof:i cIcI. b,H1k, sec.. }\ncl then t11cy got to check 111)

that debt. "()h, you get so TIluch bllsilless," 'as Wlly he going trust
tIS.

I-IN: YOlI rcnlCInber what interest was?

NK: Oh, that I don't know though.

I-IN : Or 110l,v much )1011 bO'rrowed th.e· fi 1"s t time?

NK: 011, thatone ton truck, brand new, I buy from Wahiawa Garage, I think
..... Chevrolet no new one ga, I think eight htmdred---nanka S}ll atta
ke (- - - it, cost Clrolillcl c-ight- hundred' dollars).. I thin~ truck, -­
I----thiJlk thousand two hundred or thousancl .... somewhere around. there,
anyway. 11housand doll:tr , little over, I thiIlk. rrhOusalld t\vO
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hundrccl or $1200 or eleven hlInd.red sOInething, I think. Get 11ard
tilne, anyway. So a new Chevrolet, you can buy,' I thillk, $850,
\\Tas, that time. Model T. (Laughs)

HN: What abollt tanomoshi? You never did lIse it?

NK: Oh yeah! r[uEomoshi get plenty.

HN: ,That,. too?

NK: Yea.h.

fIN: Did you u.se that for ...

NK: Yeah, I 115e that all 'most ...

I-IN: How did that work?

NK: l'hat onc; YOll got to pay a})out ten dollar or $15 a ITl011th, everybody.
ArId then c1Terybody join. trwc'nty-five guys or 12 gllYS or sometl~in.g

like that. So ten dollar you going make 'em, 25 gllYS stay, 'as $250,
see. And then, you gOillg to bid for the next mOllth. First, you
going start months . And then they take 'em clown-- -tIle guy make,
tanolnoshi man., they take 'em. Arld then second m011th, all the Inetnbers
"get---=-yoll going to bid how much. Maybe you gOiTlgbid $2 or dollar
half or 75¢, like that. But too many g'uys like money. Some guy
like dolJar half, }1ig}1 bid, they go take 'enl. 'As $250, you kll0W.

rren-doOllar one man, eh. So you can use $250 your mOIley. So you have
to pay IJ(1ck 25 months" ten dollar, ten dollar, ten clollar yo.
1'hat one kind. of hard. Sometime tIley going rtrn awa.·y , some-gUys.
'As cia kiI~ guys stay, you.know, that time.

f-lN: They wOllIel filn away with the money? (Lallghs)

NK: Yeah, rllil awa'y. So if I go take, I go get the wi tncss. Al)out two
guys. And makc '~n sign. So sure Koga going pay this one.
Alright. If Koga no can pay, T going to pay my s}larc. Alld the
other guy tell, well, he's going to pay my sha"re. 'fwo gllYS.
So i'f T going run: awa·y,. ot'llcr guy, two witness going pay.

I-IN: So ~vhoyou had to get? I)id they have to he a busi11CSS man or
something like that?

NK: Well, up to them, eh. If tIley no like lT10I1CY, more better than
before da kind saving. Bccallse do1lar hal f, sOlnetinlc two dollar half,
like thaI.---Only if yOll take t\V"o dollar half, 'you get big interest,
see. $250, and tlvO dollar 11a1 f, eh. No morc that killd interest
wl1en you i11 the bank. 'As why they making inoney. '''"au ma,ke $2,
25 mOllths,- 'as the fifty dollars. l'v1ore than that, sec'. 'As why
sometime, if they like make saving money, he like join that kind place.
And then, they like keep 'em. But like us, poor glly, no caJ~ keep
so long. And got to take 'em out. '1113t 's how. 1m3 demo (E\TC11 no\'\T)
same thing. .
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I-n\j: Okay. To deliver your groceries", YOllr nlerchaIldise, like ho\v did
~l equip your truck? What you put 011 top?

NK: Oh, jllst'Jike store, ell.

I-IN: YOll hacl to make 511e1£.

NK: Shelf. So JTI3ny sllelf we go make. So mall)' box we go make. Potatoes,
oniolls, and tilen .... YOll know, a"n)! kind stuff. Ca11goods, frllits
and vegetables, and all, so. Just like all small store. You going
YW1 ancl toot the 110rn. People come alIt.

11N: What type of merchandise did you sell lI10St.ly?

NK: Oh, Inerch~n1dise wa, a-II Illost .... nanino? Nani yutara ii kana?
AJ1yhow, higoro tsukaumono ga all lnost-that--time, eh"~ Everyday use
kind, 9~ !~nq. Any kiiid-:" No !flake differeJlt.

(C)h, nlcrchandise \vas ...... what shou.1d I say? Anyhow, we geneTally
sold things that you 1.1Se everyday.)

I--IN: What ahout v"egetables? Vegetables, what? You pick up everyday
OY ••••

NK: Ev"ery dcly, yea.h. We got to "pick U!J e-ve"ry day. Eve"ly afternoon,
\ve got to pick up. Ready for tOlnOr"row. So this kind 101lg.hour jolJ,
yOll kr10\~. -You got to perld.le around and then wheT1 you all sellout,
comeback. AJld go get the v"egctable here and there.

11N: ~VlleYe (lid yOll "get the vegetables from?

NK: Oh, some K<Jlnooloa used to get plenty that vegetable garderl fellow.
And tl1cn, sorne Kahuku, Makoni, al1d Waimea. Like t 11at place, I
go dOh/n a11 over.

I-IN: I-fow did that wor"k? You pickup the vegetable and pay for 'em same
time or ....

NK: Ycah,pay for 'enl. Sorne pay 'for 'en1. SaIne good custoIllcr, they "like
one nionth' s pa.y before .T going to (l'ape garb] cd) . And then, sometime
lJanallC1, like that, today y:ou goirlg l)u"y, tomorrow, you 110 can sell,
see. ll'orabout two weeks yOll got to keel) , CIll. 'As why, that kind
t-inlC, l!Lctc k~l.ra "(after it's sold), got to pay 'err1. And then,
b~n~~~~ pttt the price on.

HN: I-Io\v \,,'as lTIostly )TOlJY vegeta~)lcs sold? Like" by the bUI1Ch or by the
pOllnd or ....

NK: y'cah, bcfo"rc was tIle l)unch. And then pOUJld rna atta, but bunch ga
omodatta (l'hings ,,,-,ere also in IJounds, but then they were mostlyIn
f)unc"Iies)-. Before wa btlnch ga OIllouCltta (It used to be mostly by
bttnchcs). Even those stYing1)e~lils-;-got to make 'enl, tied 'enl up.
H.adish, you gOiI1g nlakc tied 'em up, one. Green OIliollS, so much
like this. rried' em up.
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I-IN: Oh! 5)yo'so kind (Rough estimation).

NK: Yea11, )Teah, yeah. Oyoso kind (Rough estimation). Bllt lveight, DOW
much abollt ..

HN: 'You 11ad scale to ....

NK: Yeah, yeah, scale.

HN; That scale was a government inspec .. ~

NK: GO\Te11lJllCrlt. Yeah. Every six months, I think, they going check up.
If no pass, tllat one throwaway. Got to buy another scale.

(Laughter)

NK: 'As twenty scmething dollars.

I-n~: WIlen you got the vegetables from the fanners you }lad to do you'r own
washing?

NK: No, they wash.

I-IN: rrhey wasIl, clean everything for you a.lready?

NK: Yeah, yeah.

liN: So all ready for sell?

NK:, All ready for sell. All most tilne, eh.

tIN: What kirlcl things did yOll do ~o keep the vegetables fres'h?

NK: Oh. We got to put the outside, yard, eh, outside, eh. We gOi11g
put that sOJllcthing on. top there. Lumber or sometllillg. f-lirogcte
and ~~~,!~_~,_ all l-.ikc this !!.<?5hi~ku.x~.. _Sosb~i!ara ~<?nc1_:.: t_~ll~_ga" eh.,
hnngc\ no ..... r;liny tiJllC, you got to tnkc 'em out. /\1] kusarll.
[k.;jno··,· raining ga nakatt.ara, only cool air dCii:knra, tSl~·tl--ga aru
-_._._--- ,----- .-- -- -'. -- ,---- --_.- - ----- --
yo, lllore fresh, sec. So nlOrlying tiniC, just IJicK 'em up and throw
., em on the truck.

(()h. ~Vc have to put the \Tcgctablcs outside. We TJut lLl1nlJcr or something
on top. lVe spread th.e vegetahles out ]'ikc th-is and IJut something
on tal). rrhcn the evening clew .... \vhen it rains you hcJ.ve to t·akc
the vegetables in. Othcnvise it \vill rot. But i.f there's no rain,
0111)T cool ai r, there's cle\v to keep i t Erosh. And in the morning,

. \ve just pi.ck tllem IIp and tllrOw them in the tl'lICk.)

I-IN: Your truck' used to look like Fllj imura one?

NK: Yeah, yeah, yeah! Jus t 1ike t11at. Sa.me tllillg. .Yeah., Fuj imllra
kind, all same. Yea}l, same kind. But war time, I get the Hawaiia,n
Pine, I)ole Pine. Dole Pine, before, they get all one camp. They
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get cook hOllSe. So I get seven or eight, I' thillk, I get contract.
So T lnakc big OIle ton truck. So throw 'em on top there. All kind,
yOll kno\v. Seven or ej ght, I think. Start from the t-Ie lemano.
Are kara over tller~, ana Robinson (F-rom over there, that Robinson).
Aka madc<, me, kiyo'tanOlI'j 11 tl'.crc, T llsed. to. go) . AJ lover the
place~'-----Day aft.er tOInor-r·O\V. rrhree. tinle \veck, T goj 11g do'vn over
the're, cook house. r[hey order one bag cabbage or two bag cabbage.
Arld potato so lTIuch, half bag. And thell the potatoes, onjons, aJld
then hcud cabbage, lettuce, \vatercress, string l)eans. All kintl.
So much 25 pound string bealls, 25 .pollnd tomato, like that. I go make,
you kno~v. So I go deliver 'em. That kind ·tjrne,. I need the big truck,
about one ton truck.

I-IN: Wha,t did you do with all the money? All go in the IJank or ....

NK: Yeah. All most ,go in the IJank, IJut 110 'nltff. Me no call m(],ke
DIone}'. Just eat 'eIn. I get too Tnan'y kid. (Laughs) No can save,
though. ['lard' to save that tiTTle.' T go throw' j en} 1]1 the hank,
TIIY savjng loan, 1 go make 'eTn little-b:it. First tilne I go, saving
insoide. Fifty ,cents, yOll know. Fifty ce11ts, I go saving.

rrhis is that I nlakin.g extra mone'y, becallse I go sell vegetables
and then sometime, they need before shoyu bottle (i .e. ba.rrel).
Now days, too much expensive, that kI'11d -shoyLl hottle, 'eh. Old
kind, eh. rrhat one, tJley give, me. Sonlct~iTne~-they gj 've Inc free.
Cook hOl.lSC, 'as w11Y. rrhey no like, see. 'As why, "Ah, .you iru
llclrCJ rllottc ke (T f yOll want it, takei t) . " "()h, )Tcah, ,okay.-­
I<lrren'Li'I--Tr~r(:-~]"se give Ine)." SUI)J)osed to be pay, T tl1ink, fifty.
cent.s aT" 25¢, Of think. But they going give us, so 'as extra
mOllc·y. 'As why I making today, hoo, good that tinle. rThat, the lady
goi.ng give t.IS one shoyu bottle. So more better I going to start
from this side. I thin-k sa'vings, no 'nuff money, though. More
better.T go start--,..,I think fifty cents or two dollar 01'" soemtlling
l"ikc th~lt, First T going start. I\nJ then arekara kondo (after
thrlt), \VC' going lnnkc C'xtra dakinc1 stuff. -~S()'jnct-"TJli-('--'-l'goJng huy the
shoyu hottlc. And then IIcICJjl~l'il()·-··(:ie, -I get 'the shoyu hottle, bag,
c-lil);-l<- i 11(1. SOlllC't'i 1l1cRohi IlSOI1 gU)!, "(5h, yOll get th(~-'-'~sh-oytl hottle.
(~-jvc nIC. Ifolv nlucbyoll going 'sclt'?" ()h 7 nl~lybe T go-ril'g scl] one do'11a.r
,J nl<Jkcfifty cents, sec. So that cx·tra money, '3S why I TIlake 'enl
like th~Jt. If r goi.ng sell the hag, t\vO cents one bag. I pay the
guy OIll\ cC'nts, T Inokc t\vO cents, eh. So, one cents T make, 'as why.
l:ifty hllg,I going get frolll the guy---f:ifty cents I Illakc. So that
kind, I Tnakc 'elll, you kI10'V, that one ga saving yo. Reallyase
kara ~avc shi tayo (I{eall)T, \vc saved frorn sweat 'and hard \vork).
Soyu koto ina clttandakedo honto just like bab)T mitaini ('fhere
,\jerE' flYings like that--=Yeally just like a baby).

i.."lI~

~IN: Who ktl)t (111 )"our records?

NK: Oh, rny-sc 1f. My wife.

HN: And every day got to ....

NK: Every clay got to figure .I-Io\v much you sell, how TIluch you blly.
And then how much you charge. Samet iJne, a] 1. charge, cl1arge, charge,
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ell. rlawC1iia.l1 Pine Ila11ka all charge, cJ1arge. One month's, one
month's pay, 'as why. When you like buy ,no more money. 1'11e kind
tilne, we got to take out from t;he bank a.11d the11 get the money.

HN: ,Charge them interest, too, OY ••••

NK: No, no, no, .110. No interest. Well, baJlk giv'c us iJltcrest, but
flawa i ian J)i ne, t hern guys, no. No give Tnc nothing. Now days aJ I
TI10St cash :lnd carll', and thell one week or two week's J)ay, but l)cfore.
~i~!t(-~_Ta_, hoo, one 111ont11. One nlonth so long, you kn.ow. Like us. Oh,
check g~i kU·Tukano. I~11', rna lnotte k(treru kallo. Everyt ime ,morau,
but ] lio like --~lsk' f em, e~ Eh:-rnaeIa=~·ka.,mada ka iuta.ra, "ET1-.,--
tIle glly Koga IJilau," 'as why. ''i\1orebetter gi,re'em somebody else,"
'as why. Bu~f 0]1e" anyhow, Lyman yl.1 boss ga otta noga, me wo yos11ite
kuret(!)T~?.. 'As why me ga, I no cango Mainland, yo-.- - ----:--

(No. No interest. Well, the bank paid us interest, but llot the
I--Iawaiian Pine people. Now days it's basically cash, and. carry,
alld one or t\,yO week's :pay, but in the olel days," boy, i twas OIle Ino11th
before we were paid. We wOlldered if the check would come. I
always received it, but Ididrl't like to, ask for it. If I keep
asking for the malley, tIle people will say, "Kog'a is a dirty gllY.
We should give the bllsiness to somebody else." But there was a
boss named LyrnaTl who treated me l1ice. But this is why I couldn't
go to the ~1ainlctnd. )

lIN: What about excess or spoiled goods that,yoll ....

NK: What that? "l~xccss, spoiled. goods,'" (What do you. mean.,
"excess alld s])o:iled goods'.")?

HN: You kl10W, extra? Like vegetables that you couldn't sell? What did
YOll do wi th thcJn?

NK: ()h, lnake 'eln tsukenlollo. Yeah.
)rou got to thy'mvuw~)y'~

(Laughs) Some, tSllkclTIOno. Some.,

f-fN: Did yOll sell thJt to, you kno\v, pig fallners?

NK: ()h, pig farlllers, they no going~ lX.ly 'em, that kind tinlc.
pIg farnlcr COlne get cverytiTIlC.

lIN: Oh, they jllst come get it?

Yeah,

NK: Yeah. Just corTle get. And then .... jma demo (evell no\v) same thing yo.
C11ristmas tinlC, ·they gOiIlg give us one btlllCh da:ikon or somethi11g -I

like that. ()ne lvhole ycur they take" eh. Alld thell- pig pen, the
guy give ~lS sonlcthing anyho\,y. SonletiITIe candjes, one box candy.
'As a 11 . And ',yc no can make ITIOney .

lIN: ~Ie no give you aIle pjg a-t the end of the year? (Lauglls)'

NK: Nah, they 110 going give us, though. ,So if-r get the ChaJ1CC to ....
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da kind, eh, l)ig raise, no, TI10re better. Yea}l. Ano ,!5orgmo attaY9
(That l1appened, too). Hoo, but hard now days. One thing, Federal
stay, you kno,~, this Hawaiian Pine .... get a cook house. Seven or
eight ka, nine ka. Cook house mototanoyo' (There was a cook house).
They like put 'em out, minnane (all), war'tinle. But Hawaiian
Pine no like becau~e if-y-going, mewo hippatara, vegetable ga
toren 110)'0 (But Hawaiian Pine didn't want to put me out b.ecause if
I was pulled out, they couldn't receive their vegetaples). So hard
time. (Lallghs) 'As why they goin.g help me too much. Mr. Lyman
aJld thellwho tIle Wahiawa one, KelTIOO Fann no boss ~ I\1r. Rodby.
Are rna kOK'Lla s]lite' kureta (He helped me, too). And tllen koko ni
Jo~oIl _dattara., bank boss' (And Mr. Johnson 0.£ the bank)-:-Ana
Mr. Midkiff. I\1ada him stay inside there (He's still there). He
going help me too much. 'As why I went three time, you know, down
there. Bishop Building, nee Little more, he like pull me alit.
He come my house so many time. (Chuckles)"

HN: lAv7J1at about competition, you know. Other vendors? Plenty?

NK: PleI).ty.· Plenty competition.

HN: How was t}lat set up? You had certain boundaries or you just go where
you like 11au1 , you know?

NK: Yeah, but we got· to pay the money, eh, competition, but. I£ you
like, even tOlnato like tllat, if I going buy tell cents one 'pOUlld, tIle
guy.bill give 'enl 11¢, I have to pay 11¢, eh. So nlaybe, I gOlng pay
one ceI1ts more and tJlen give some four hundred pound or two hundred
pound like' that. Too ffillCh cOlnpetition. Competitio11 wa too much.

HN: \Vllat about when you were selling in camps? Where yOll used to go
camp to camp? You could go anyplace you wanted?

NK: Oh, yeah. Mlyplace. Sometime, you need the permit. Some company.
Some camp. So even you like go plantation camp. Go d.own· office
311d then )'011 get a pennit. ffawaiian Pine, you got to get the pennit.
Sorllct'irllc, they catch 'em a.nd. they throw 'em outside, see. No can
go :i ns ide no Tnore, )'011 kno\v.

I-IN: Wha t abollt sales or SIJcci aI, you kn.o·w, where you }1ad too ffillCh frui t
or vegetable? Did you nlake any sales?

NK: Na11.

I-IN : No SlICh thing?

NK: No, no, no such thing. Tllat time, no. That kind place no .more.
SOTIletime, we lnake 'em cheap sale. Sometime give 'em. You know,
like tomato like that, sometime get plenty, eh. .lney 110 can take
'ern. 'rhat kind time t going give 'em cheap to the company. So
they glad and t~ey....

tIN: What was your route? Like what camps did yOll go to?



698

NK: Oh, TI1Y route dattara, yeah, just like all most Calnp 4 kara start
s}li te . Number 2 and then Helemano. And then .Opae - - -Oll, not
Opaellla, but ....what do you call that? One more up there. And then
Kunia ni itte. Kunia kara kanda Robinson made itte. And Robinson
ga 011C-,-two aka 'made iketan:-SO all most are-ga me no customer..
And tIle koch-ina h6 wa, ll0wmany plantation camp? Allmost.

(Oh, my route started gerlerally at Camp 4. Then Canlp 2 ancI Helemano.
There was also anot11er camp up tllere; not Opaeula. And then I' d
go to Kunia. From Kunia to Robinson, I would go. I went up to
Robinson one and· t\A10. So most of them wel~e my customers. And on
this side, how many plantation camps did I go to? Most of them.)

HN: And you did all that one day? Not one day, eh?,

NK: Not one day.

liN: Go?

NK: Yeall, one day today, here and plantation camp. Next,l gOi11g ·Helemano.
Next, we going Wahiawa l~ke that, see.

fW: What would happen if you was sick?

NK: Oh, thatkind time, no can do 110thing, ell. Well, you the poho (loser);
eh. You no can sell, well, you got (to) throwaway.

HN: How did you build up your customers? Just friends you know, or ....

NK: Yea}l.

HN: Stop at anyplace they come out?

NK: Anyplace. Sonle place I going .... in the middle place, go toot the
horn. rrhey conring out. And then da kind time, all most time charge,
you. know. Going give one book forthat ·lady. And. then I going put
'em down \vllat and what yOll hougllt. So much. And then after that,
got to ~ake bill. Yeah.

I-IN: Mostly charge, ell, t]len?

NK: Mostly charge.\\las, that time. 'As why hlll11bug.

HN: When did the'y pay tllen? Every certain time they pay?

NK: Yeah, after the pay. After the plantation get pay, about seve11..'
You got to get about ten or 11, see, that.

HN:' After yOLI beep your horn, what did you do, you know, for prepare
for t11e people come?

NK: Oh, jllst waiting for t}1e dakincl, eh. On the truck, sometime
we go .... last time where Isel1 so mue}l. SOTIletime, if he not miss
or not, I got to check up, eh. AJld the}l sornetiJne they going
to steal, see.
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(tIN ChllCkles)

NK: 'As why you got to watch 'em, you know. Sometime, oh, 'you know,
even though .... like eggplant, like that, all stay in the bunch.
Before, all hedge get, you know, camp inside, eh. Some wahines,
.smart wahines, eh, jus t she go throw 'em on top the hedge, you no.
.can see 'ern. Say, lS¢ or sOlnet11ing like that yo. Bumbye next time
come around an.d tJ1en, "Eh, you no nasubi one heftottandaro (You're
missing an: 'eggplant, hlI11) 7" "Yeah, bllt me no doshite rna wakaranga no
(Yea}1, l)ut I can't figtlye it alIt)." "E11, yOll watcll Ollt! The lady­
ga kitara, yOll watch today (If the lady comes, watc11 her).. I-Iedge
no ue ni agete, you ga inde kara, (s)he 'going take 'em. inside
thenoLIse (She throwS-the eggplant on top of th.e hedge and after
yOll leave, she'll take it in ·the J10use) . " Antona ga aru ke, got
to watch 'em, see (Since things like that happened-,-I hadtowatch
out). .

HN: Did you have to set up your truck? Like" you know, take out the
stlelves and stuff?

NK: Yea]l, yeall. Every week, I got to clean 'em. And then my son and
my boys, e11, are ga weekend no .shigoto (And that was my sons' we'ekend
chore). Wash-car-and clear away .... and fix around.

HN: You had. al1ything' like Board of Health o'r aJlytllillg?

NK: Yeah, everytime , he come arolIDd. C01l1e aT"ound, dirty dattara (If
it's dirty wl1en he comes a.round), you know, they going squawk like
hell. They go take away the license.

HN: Did you exchange goods? You know, if the guy no more money?

NK: Yeah, sometime, we did.

I-IN: Ma.ylJc }1e trade you something for your ....

NK: Yeah. Before, no, th(1t kinel time denlowe no going take Tl0thing.
lJllSt 'koklla, sec. lVc trust those guys. And then that he trllst Inc.
'As whY eve11 thOl!gh ten, tlvcnt)' dollars, he ].i ke huy wi th the mOlley,
no 'nllff, "Oh, Koga, you kashite kltTen ka {()11, Koga, will yOll lend
lne nl0ne)T). Certaill tinle ina(re-K··~ir~l Cfi l1a certain tilnc) .... "
illtara (he asks). I going11elp'em. No pllt interest nothing. But
only trust $ Sometilne, lle gOi11g nIno a\'\Tay . Filipino, 1 trust one
time, tell dollar. Next time 1 go around, he say he going home.
(Latlg}1s) Goddam bugga!

(HN laughs)

NK: Then t}1at kind gllY had. Trust too much, no good.

f-IN: So were there any really good o'Y bad times in your business?

NK: Ol1 yeal1. 'Bad time ~ra (If you talk about bad times), stnTl111er time,
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all most time okay, no. But winter time and then pineapple drop,
pineapple, sugar~en come down, no more job time, kind of hard.

HN: Kind of seasonal. What about like Dep!ession and War, like that?

NK: Yeah. The Depression.

i-IN: Bus in es s never I) ick tiP or go down?

NK: Yea11. 'rhatkil1d time rna attayo (rrhcre was tha!t kiJ1d 'of time, too).
1'he peddle business ga~Depression tilne wa only slo\AJ. '.L~s··'AJhy

take easy, okay. --

But War nanka nattara (But dllring lV01~ld War II), you know, this
ki·nd different sto·ry. Oh, l)oy, war time demo, same thing though.
Remenlber in our days. You know the lODJS root, hasu. ~1ainland

heitai (Mainland soldiers) corne inside, soldier,~ They watcl1
'em .. 'What inside here?" he S3·Y. Hasu, YOll know, the long stuff.
I go bundle 'em up and I get all the 2S~ pound. So I take 'em hOIne
tin18, they catell 'em. And tIlen, "What this?" "Ell, this is a
vegetables." "What kind vegetable?" He says, "No more this kind.
Mainland no nlore this kind vegetable," 11e say. "No, tllis is a lotus
root. 'rh.ey call '~m lot~s root." And so, r'Wllat illside here?"
"No more inside nothing." Becallse get tIle hole inside tJlere. About
five, si.x hole .. Everyone inside. He going bl'0'ke 'me up all and
he go look! I said, "Goddam! Crazy, yOll gllyS," I tell 'em.
IXunn_ thing, he wen to make like· this, you know. I-Ie go one guy stay
hold 'ern. , And he think that one bomb inside. Gooo! Are
ant~Ila koto g.9~ atta~o (That'.kind of tIling happened).

(lIN chuckles)

NK: LOUiS root Arneriea nai, see.
Baka mitaina.

'As why. Antona koto made atta..

(There's no 10ttlS root on the Jvfainla11d. So things like tllat hapIJCned.
Se·ell1S icliotj c. )

I--II'~: Were t here any rnaj or changes i 11 bt;s iness, because 1 ike Dlaybe, when
refrigera.tioJ1 canle in?

NK: Y"eah.

NK: Oh, J~lOre better nantayo. Refrigeration kind inside. Sometime
alright, bllt 110W am~l~~' so c.llange nai yo ne.

(Oh, refrigeration made things better. Sometimes it's alrigJ1t,
but 110\\T there iSl1 , t t}lat mucl1 c}lang.e.)

(Ice creanl trllc](c}limes in backgroLmd.)
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HN: (Referring to chimes) You should put one of those on your tTIlck.

NK: Yea}1. I got to put on the truck. Better. Everybody going put 'em
on. I got to put 'em on, eh.

HN: I-Iawaii Hochi, how long have you been writing for them?"

NK: OJ1, this one na,ra, me ga deliveT s11iote kara, asl1i wo llans11i te
shimatte., YaSUildeta toki ni, one guylike---Wahia\vaguy like quit.
So, "YOll peddle dekincratara; Hawaii' Hochi no shigoto shitara
iijya11a.i ka," iute. My brother-in-·law ga iUfekitake, ''lVell, oh,
dontona smgoto ka," iutara, "Oh, kontollan, kontonan. So you can
write and thell you can speak, so more better yatteminka," :'iuke.
That til11t3, I get---·ashi ga warui ke,'peddle no can. 'As whY::'.

(Oh, '~]1ile T was peddling vegetables, T hllrtmy leg. While
recuperatj Jlg, a 'nlan from Wahiawa asked me to take over his job
at'the ne\vsl)alJcr since he \vanted, to <luit a.nd since I couldn't
'do aJ1Y I)Cuelliilg,. tvty brotller-iIl-la\\' told me about it. I asked what
kind of "\lork and was told, this aTld t}1at. "Since you can write and
speak, W]lY don't you try it?" That's why ... )

HN: What year was that?

NK: Oh ! T\venty year TIl0re ka no (I guess), befor~ that. I don't know
exactly, but.

,HN: What kind 9£ paper is Hawaii Hochi?

NK: Oh, daily paper.

HN: tJus t everything?

NK: Everything ..

HN: Sports and ....

NK: Yea}1,' sports section get and then business seetioll get.' Any kind ..
tJapanee palJer.,

HN: And \vha t part of the pape'r do you take care of?

NK: Oh, jllst ~Vaiallla only.

fIN:' So \Vaialua, an)Tthing thathappen at Waialua?

NK: Yeah. And \Vaialua kara, from Sunset made (And from Waialua to
Sunset). Are ga me-no-route yo (That's my beat). Before I used to
go lVahiawa~oO:- buttoo far and then too big Wa11iawa, 'as why I
quit.

HN: l-Iave yOll \vri tten anything about Haleiwa and \\Taialua interesting
or controversial stuff?
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NK: Ah. 1'00 small, 'as why no more, eh~ that kind. (Laughs)

liN: So what is it mostly? What have you been writing mostly about?

NK: Oh, only club 111embers no nalli ka? W11en they 9-0 something or party
or do something and, yOll know ,meeting, like that. All most church.
And then some club members. Ah, alIa gurai no mono yo. Especially
t.Japancse nonani wo. Dekirudake.----yoUlG1ow-,-Englis~paperga
toreawan tokaro -nlera ga IYick up SllI'U. English palJer aTIlariJapanee
10l~iiI-'~no,Japanee guys-- 110 naJ1i wa'sm-:ranai kara, they no going take.
'As whywe take care all most .. Churc]1, taka and then old men club,
eh, ima no ~ntona mono minna naishoit'ayo-..--

(Oh, only club members' events. A.ctivities, parties, meetings,
like that. ~10stly c11urch. And. t,hen some club members . That's abollt
it. But especially Japailese things. I write, as mllch as possible
about, thosethin'gs. We' 11 write \\That the English papers d011' t.
Becau.se the Englisll papers don't kl10W much about the local Japanese
cOlnmUl1ity, they don't cover it. That's why we do. Church and
old men's club, things like that.)

HN: Got plenty clubs like that in Haleiwa?

NK: Oh yeah. Plenty, plenty club. One church get e,ach club get, see.
And t11en, sometinle .. II • only local no club. Just like koko no (this)
Clllb an.d the Waialua district no club. -- -

HN: So hOlv'S tile senior citizen's stuff doing? DoWI1 here? Plenty people
from tl1e chllrch,es joining the senior citizen's club?

NK: Oh yes. Sanle thin,g . Plenty.. T11&t'.one nara, all nationality
together like this. So this kind guys demo all like. Me'IDo
l1aite kllre, l1aite kure'iyoru but, I make Odaisan no Japa.lleeclub
wo tsukUftanCIake;- butako -lttara, eh, I no can donothillg my house.
lLauglls) Are sid.e, kore side illte, yOll see, so too much job,
'as why hard. Mada_ ikan no yo-.-nekirudake ikan. '

(C)}l yes. A lot of people are joining the senior citizen's Clllb.
III that club, all cliffere11tnationalities particiI)ate so all tIle
peojJle like it. I've been asked to join, too, but I started. the
Odaisan club,and also if I go there I can't do anything at home.
Both sides ,V"ould be asking me to come, so it's too much trouble.
I \vOT1' t go yet. I won't go until I 11ave to.)

HN: Too young for do that?

NK: No, no, no. Not t}1at, bllt I have to go one ....my health dake
little IJit, I can \\fork myself, see.

HN: Okay, maybe let's go into clothing. So clothing? What did you
rememlJer wearing in childhood?

NK: Clothing? Kimono?



HN : KimoJlo?

NK: Yeah.

HN: lVhat about day time?

NK': Oh,. day time, same old thing, eh. Aloha (shirt), eh.

HN: Kimono, too?
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NK: No, no. They no use that kim~~~. Day time, neighbor, I thiILko
Maybe I think, some, I think, me ga young time, I think 15, 16 year
old time datta.ra (1 think maybe when I was .15 or 16 years old),
maybe camp inside, old man folks use ' em kimono, but I no see too
much, no. All most ...

HN: So what did you ,wear?

l'1K: ~1e? I "\Tear all pants and shirts. That's all, ., 1

en.

Ima n.o

HN: What kind pantls?

END OF SIDE ONE
SIDE TWO

NK: AnyhOlV, TIle no yOW1g time wo, khaki pants datta.!a; good yo.
woolen pants all same do.

(Anyhow, wIlen I was young, it 'was khaki pants; good, you know. '
Like the woolenpairtJs of today.)

HN: Where did you get your clothes?

NK: Oh, maylle. old lady going make, eh. They go hema tIle pants and
they go get the st'yIe, eh. rrhey make 'em likCthat. So when you
go order, too much money, eh. 'As why all most tiJne, I think--­
hut the nlill gat I think, young tiJne kara, little bit .... twenty
sornething gl.lr-~iI- natta toki ni, 1 thj11kkhaki pallts, we use 'em ,.
(But I tJliri"k-"\:men I-Was yOtiTlg and working j n the mi 11 .... about
twent·y something, we u.sed khal(i paI1ts). '.As the hoakano one.
(Laug}ls)

1m: (Laughs) Wl1at kin.d shirt then, that time?

NK: Oh, t11at tinle, some time .... ima to maybe all same ki11d., no (Oh,
it was tIle SaIne as now mayber:- Katta kind sureba (If you consider
bought s}li'rts). All most like c11eck, eh.

HN: Wi th buttoi1S in front?

NK: Yeah, yeah. Button in front. Same thing.

HN: And what abollt footwear?

NK: Footwear, you get the shoes. All most time shoes. Was shoes. Ah,
. yasui (c}1eap) kind s}10es! Five dollar or seven dollar kind.
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'As the best one.

HN : You wear that to work , too?

NK: No, no, no. 'As the different one. Work time, plan.tation nanka,
'almost tabi (Japanese foo't covering), :you know.

HN: Tabi?

NK: -Yeah.

HN: What about clothes? Vv'hat you wore?

NK: All same. Khaki ...

HN: Khaki and ...

NK: Khaki and ahina. Strong kind, anyhow.

Hl\l: Okay. 1Vl1at a}lOll.t your first sui t? When did you get your first suit?,

NK: . First suit, I think, wedding time, ,r guess. '(Laughs)

HN: How old were you then?

NK: Oh, I think twen,ty .... oh, I don't know, thOllgh.. Twenty-five or
26, eh. Somewhere aroillld there, I think.

HN: Where did you get that from?

NK: I \-ven go bu'y frOTI1 •••• kattan ka,no ( ....was it bought)? Tsukuttan
kana (Was it made)? I dOTI'1t knoW-exactly, but I think I got from
dOwntown, e'h, I think. Something like that. I guess so.

HN: What a.l1out jewelry or watch?

NK: No, we no more.

I-JN: WIlen yOll got YOlIY first watch?

NK: First watch, I thi11k, maybe about in, the plantation tilne,. $15,
$12 kind I bOllg11t. Fi rs t time. I think lA/a1tl1aJ11 or something
like that. No. Not Waltham.

HN: How old you was?

NK: Oh, that time, I think 17 or 18 years old, I guess. Yea}1, somewhere
arornld there, no. So anyway, I know that over there store ga
atta 110 (So aI1y\vay I knOlv that there was a store over therer:­
1\velvedollars half or something like tha.t.

HN: So where ,,,as this? Plantation store?

NK: No, not plantation .. Outside store.
three dollar or something like that.
dollar.

So I going pay every month
(Laughs) Two dollar or three
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HN: What about .... glasses? When you get your first glasses?

NK: 011, first glasses, I think, eye ga not'so good dake, eye doctor
i ttara, }le say got to get the glass. So, I think ....yeah, are wa
warukatta. Around' '24 or '25. ----

(011, my first glasses, I think whe11 my eyes weren't so good, when
I ·went to the eye doctor, he said I had to get glasses. Yeah,
that was bad. Aroillld' 24 or '25.)

HN: Mlat about dentist? You always used to go dentist?

NK: Dentist. Yeah, dentist .... before he used to coming on .in the camp.
No more license kind. (Laughs)

HN: And that used. to be expensive or what?

NK: Oh yeall. Expens i ve . So got to make tanomoshi, da kind time.
'lfuen you going plill out, you go ptlt that gold dakind inside, maybe
fifty or sixty dollars, I guess. Yeah. Da kind time, ,1 tell you.

liN: Okay. Let's go i11to marriage. How's that?

NK: Oh, marriage.

HN: TI1at sound interesting, yeah. Okay, how did you and your wife meet,
first time'?

NK: Oh, 1 d,on' t know this kind. Anyhow me ~ vegetable tori ikiyotte,
(An.yhow, when I was getting vegetables), I meet 11e1" around. And
then sometime I meet bon dance time. And then between guys stay,
so we get together natta'no (There were go-betweens, so we got
together) . -

I-IN: Did you date Clt all?

NK: No more date, that kiJ1d time ..

HN: No date. J115 t ...

NK: Nothing. .Just 0111y sometime, we go get vegetable time, go look.
"Hello" or something like that and pau. ,'As all.

11N: Did your families arrange your marriage?

NK: Ah, sl1e got to take care all, eh, all mos t. We don't know how you
going---da' kind. Ana .... sex s\lru koto, eh, shiran ke. Just God
ga kureruke,kodomo demo mata dekitanka, I think. But God ga you
11i kllretallke ,-yougot to get 'em-omottekara. Aredake guraino
mon"o-yono ..- 'They laugh., but really, ana. karo antona. No morethat
Interestfi1g ga nai, and then gakumon ga nai. Dakara so iu koto
wo atall1a ni oIte kara, mata dekitallKanoroto ni tS"U.illi Cfekne
shimattci. --Dakedo-.-- -- -- -
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(All, she had to take care of that mostly. We clan' t know how.
We didn't know about sex. Just God gives, I think, another child.
But if God gave you the child, you have to take it. That's about it.
They laugh, but that's 110W i t was. There was no interest, no
education in these things. So \\Te thought that if you think about
another child, the next thing you know, you have another child. 'It
was like that.)

HN·: Did you have an engagement at all? Engagement riIlg?

NK: No. Engagement rna, just .only naIne dake. t~ame only. Only about
one montIl or somewhere around, there;T guess.

HN : And wha t abollt wedding?

NK: Wedding \va my 110~se get that.

HN: Japal1ese \vedding?

NK: J apanee wedding, yeah.

rW: How was that?

NK: Qh, ll0W iu temo. ,... everybody nani, eh (If you ask how .... everybody
wha t youmigllt call). Friend---or-re1ative come, get together, drink
'em IIp. And then "Ban~ai!" 'As all, you know.

HN: That' s 1101~. a t-Japanee wedding used to be?

NK: Yeah, yeah, yeah. Before was.

HN: Sounds good. What about honeymoon? You had honeymoon?

NK: No honeymoon. Nothing.

HN: I-low long lJefore YOllY fj rst chi Id?

NK: First cllilc1, that after one year, I think. First child,; yeah.

HN': Was the Cl1ild pIa'oned? You guys I)lanned, to ha,ve the child OT ••••

NK: Na.Il. \.JIISt God going give US, well, take 'em. ,'As all. Bonus
kind, tl1at time. (Laughs)

HN: What was )7011r dress? How wereYOll dressed when you got married?

NK: Oh, tllat dress wa I t}link she made her home, I guess. I think slle
make 110rne, I guess. Yeall, becallse she now gOi11g to the sewing--­
not class, but sewing place, eh. She going learn 'em and then she
kJl0W- - -warikata kiyona kc (-- -she's pretty good wi th her hands).
Nesan ~ I-t~ru toki !11. i·s~sho!?i. it~~_ do the works and then she make
tern (She used to' go with her older-sister and, do it). Kata make (Make
patterll). Aild she make 'em. Oh, now days 'vedding dress ]yanai I

(It's not like a wedding dress of today). Ana kayo (At that time),
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wedding kimono. We no going use that kinq haole kind stuff. All
;Japanee kind kimono.

HN: Okay. Maybe we can go into folk medicines. You remember any Japanese
remedies they had?

NK: Oh yeah. All most Japanee---Japan kind, no.
(What) ?

Some nani kano

1

(Lady comes in and addresses interviewer. Comments exchanged.)

NK: Yeah, Nihon kara, any kind medicine mo kiyota. Koyaku mo kiyota,
so use 'em that one all most. - ---

(Yeah, we used to get all kinds of medicine from Japan. Medicinal
plaster, too, which we used the most.)

HN: Any of those work? You remember?

NK: Oh, I think so. And then sometime you go kamisama itte, pray
shi tekara mamotte kudasai iu koto mo atta, eh-; yeah (Sometimes,
you go to the shrine, pray-;-ask forprotection). Old fashion kind
Y.Q.· Da kind.

HN: You remember any of them in detail?

NK: Detail in what? What kind is that?

HN: Okay. How's about Depression. How did that affect you?

NK: Depression mo, nani mo ....my whole life ga minna ga Depression
datta ke same thing yo (Depression, well, my whole life was a
DepressIon, so it's tne same thing).

HN: Oh, how did Depression affect you and your family like that?
Did you have less money, more money?

NK: Amari Depression toki dattara, zeitaku shirazu ni motte, kuwazu ni
orareba shoganai, but kOd~dake wa kuwa senyalkeilI"ara:- We no'­
go i ng hu:ytoo-much. Jus t save"emso much-; and then make tsukemono,
yasai, vegetables, all got to make all da kind. Shite kara yarannara
ShOganai. 'As all. - -- --

(During the Depression, we didn't know how to live luxuriously
and had to eat whatever we had, but we had to feed the children.
We didn't buy too many things. We just saved a certain amount
and then made pickled vegetables, peddled vegetables, all sorts of
things. We had to do it that way. That's all.)

HN: Okay. What about the War? Where were you when Pearl Harbor happened?

NK: Oh! Oh, Shimwnoto Camp---Otake Camp, I stay inside there. I saw
the bomb. And Japan airplane? they go back this side and then.
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HN: (Chuckling) You guys saw the plane? Yeah?

NK: Yeah. Yeah, plenty. I thollght funny kind. ·American airplane ga
Japan flag tSllkete kara, tIley go practice like that, I thought ,-.­
yOll 1al0w (I tll0Ught tIle American plane put on a Japanese flag
and practiced like that, you know). (Laughs)

HN: How did that affect your bllSiness?

NK: What kind business?

HN: You were vegetable peddler; ':eh, then?

NK: Yeah, vegytable p~ddl~r:i And then I make 'em da kind. Before
that, mOVle .. MOVIe pIcture, eh. They go take--rem down the!:country
side, you blOW. Allover in the plate. Sometime Kahapai. Sometime
Kahuku. Projector I go get ...

(Wife illterj ect.s corrnnents, qllestions occasionally.)

~Vife: That's when the iVar started, Papa.

NK: Oh yeah! War started ka. War started.

Wife: (Tape g'arbled) after.

(Tape is tUTIled, off fora short time .. )

Wife: ...we have to have knapsacks.

NK: Yeah. So she going carry that ba,g over here, you know. Behind ni
that boy ga carry shitara (If the boy is carried on the back) ..-~-

Wife: Yeah, I thought ...

NK: Behirl(l kara tepo de utaretara, ,them guys (If they're shot at from
the bacl<}-:-~.~- -,

Wife: l-Ic gOiTlg be shot first, so I was thinking how I going carry
Crape garbled).

I\JK : (Laughs) She going carry in front. Bellind, they going carry canned
goods. We make 'ern. She strong, da kind place.

Wife: I \vas inad, yOll know. I tell 'enl. The government is not there to
protect tll0se civilians. (Tape garbled) like around. Tlle cllildren
fromeac]l town will be shipped to certain valley and the parerlts
were certain place, and this and that. Ah! Can't believe it.

NK: Really, that one shoganai (couldn't be helped). No can help.

Wife: Well, shoganai (couldn't be helped), but yet ...

NK: America no sick, that one.

Wife: A big country like America...
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NK: Yeah.

Wife: ... to go down to that ...

(Tape is cut off)

NK: .. .koyQ. (this) I going take 'ern out da kiJ1d. No more, not one yet.
1-Io\-v JllClny year they working o\rcr there. -That's no fair, American
goverI1TllCJlt.

Wife: . That shows that there was (TalJe garbled).

NK: Seven or eigllt year and then Korea rno get. And Japan get only qne,
two years, pa~already.

HN: Okay, \\That did they do to you again when you went out? 1'}ley \-vould ....
yOll k110\v, when you went out to get your vegetables ,. the soldier
would bayonet your ....

Wife: They lvere stationed at all streets and corners and any place where
the truck passed. And he used to come up -wi thbrol(en up hasu
and. \-\That you can do wi th that?' Ba.yonetted potatoes, onionS:-

NK: And then they going---ano nande k~ra.... gun ni sageni kara (And
then c.arryiJ1g a gun).; .-.-.-

Wife: Bayonet.

NK: Bayonet. Are dekara (\Vith that), ano (that) 11ead cabbage, eh, bag,
eh, make 'em like this, you kno'w. We no can sell that one! Oh boy,
no can st.op! No can stop. ''What the hell inside here?"" That gllYS,
silly just like. You can see tIle bag from t11e nani (what you might
call), eh. Tl1is kind bag we have to use 'em, see:- All: ..

Wife: The)' \\Tere panicky. Because some datta:ra, cow ya nanka tsu.naide
(Because some of them, cows were tied up). You. -know how they
(cows) Jnake noise in the fields. 1'hey shoot, you kno'\T.

NK: Yeah. I had.

Wife: Because abunai (dangerous) for anybody to make noise concealed
place.

NK: Eh, me ra ga ~hita toki (When we were arollnd) ....how many cow get hit.

lvife: And that ,vas like ....

NK: Oh, boy. That's \vhy honto baka mitai~!- (That's why it was truly
stupid).

~Vife: (l'ape garbled) only about thirty years. l\'hen he was starting
. (Tape garbled). Up till now, (Tape garbled) nobody writing
abollt ~i t.
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HN: Mlat about when the Democratic Party started? You remember how'
it stctrted and.·...what were your feelings then?

NK: Are wa itsu dattaka no? After the War, yeah. You know this Sea
ViewI~Sato? Yous11iran, no, I think. 011, ~1anabl), l1apa
ga l1itori. Are ra. ga alnIDst me~q yatt~ kur~tandake. Are ra ga,
just like leader mitaini natotanyo. But Walter, Tanabe and Sea
Viel,v Inn vareota Sato vo-.-Ikuzo Sato. Are ra to issl10ni natte, ,/

ka·ra, minna Democrat no nani wo tsukuta-.- - -

(When was tha.t? After the War. You know Sato of Sea Vie\\T IrIll?
I don't think you know him. Oh, )lOUr father \1anabu was one man.
They almost got me involved~ They seemed to become leaders. But
Walter., rranabe and Sato, they joined. together and built a Dem.ocratic
what yOll might call.)

\\Tife: (rrape garbled)' it started. ,thollgh ..

I-IN:WI1at diel YOll get Gllt of their campaigrl? Vfhy (lid you join?

NK: Join iutemo, are wa itsu ni join shitanka shiranka. Anyhow....
RepubIlcan-wa-plantatlon,see. Me no like plantat'iorl. Too much
they makingInaney, and the11 l\:e rio get notll ing . 'As why are ga,
maill thing, yono. Sorpdake, Repllblican dattaY2, all the bigS-hot,
five gU)7S ronani naTu?Five big Sllot no HawaIi no ,nani . Nattoru
ke, soredake DelTIOCrat-dattake, that tiTneso poor,eh-:-5mall.
'As why we got to join Democrat. wC2. n~nshi te kara.

(lVh.en did I join? Anyllow, the Republicans 'were for the 'plantati'ons,
see. I di(111 , t like the plantation. Tl~ey made all the. TI10ney and
we got nothing. That was the main thing. About the ReI)ublicans,
t11e five big s110ts were Republicans., ;,and ~the Democrats were so
poor. So we had to join the Democrats.)

YaranY~l iken sana koto d.e we'make club. 'As t11e nani club dattara ....
A,TA -cllJb-.-Yeah, yeah.-AJA cluh yo. Antonan tsuKLlffe kara, only -
ten, 15 guys )'U ka member oT:lndattak·a. Democra t no tol<i, ana nani
ni .... vote nankasuru toklnanKa, paper wo m6tteta·rI.-"E~more

Detter LJal)anee place,ytlffeK~ "Eh, fll0re l)etter yO-ll going- - -
not this guy. Not this guy !li Y~Y~, kon<2. ho ~ better though,"
l)ecause these guy nara all plantation no toki. Denl0crat no
~6 n.i r~lU yo_. No more chance so miI1nakota iuto ...

(Vlith that, "\Ie made a club. That was the AJA club. M1en it was
fanned, tl1ere were only ten, 15 members. When it ''\Tas time to
vote, \vf~ broug11t the papers, disctlSSed \v11o sJ10uld TIm, w110 ta vote
for. "Don't vote for tllis guy, this guy is better." We went to
the Democrats i de . Everyone was saying there was no c}1ance ... )

Wife: You never did vote. Yrnl never did vote until you got your
citizenship.

NK: Yeah. Are kara atode, yeah, sore ga tsukutta. Citizenship
totte. kar~-, me nr:-::-:
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(After that, yeah, we made that club. I took my citizenship first .... )

HN: What al)out Bums? Besides Burns, who were some of the strong
,supporters? DOwn here?

NK: Bums rno, me ra amari shiranmo. Too much shiranai.

(1 don't know too much about Burns. I don't know a lot.)

HN: 'Who was really pushing him down here?

NK: Mter the War natte, me ra ~ citi zenship totte kara, are ga cloko ka ni
clem toki natte me ra ga push 'shitanka, no, something like that.

(After the 'VelT started, after we got our citizenship, when he
was bcconling kno,wl we helped push him, something like that.)

Wife: AJ1Y'''lay, otosan ra no j idaini .... aI10 .nanka kan ka.ra, ana ~~ihoI1j iTl
wo., ,~hite ~~e wO-:=.:-:-· -- - -- --- --- -- -,-- -_.

(During YOUy time, the Japanese .... )

NK: Yea.h, I think so.

l\fife: I-Ie neve,r was in, actually, in thepolitical group. Because he
couldn't· even vote. He's a Japallese alien. But his friends
did organize.

NK: Oh, ,~!e wo after that yo (Oh, , that was after that).

lVife: Yeah, l011g time after that. Before then, was his father's years,
no, those days. Used to be. ~.. (Airplane passing overhead drowns

. 'Otlt wife's voice.)

NK: Yeall, arlO Wi] son no generation j idai ni. Anokara dattakano. Pipe
wo KaJnooToa~l. i-rem J10 ni, I go takeall the name totte. '--Soshite
Rara,!110tt_~ k~.~~~. ~.

(Yeah, that was Wilson's time.
KamaoIoa', ~ got all the TIanles.

ArOlmd then. To lay the pipe in
Then brougl1t it ... )

lVife: But t11at doesn't concer11 Japanese way of life and (Tape garbled)

NK: Anto11i toki ka uchi no buta wo yaki, yai tekara, are ran~....
got-so-'~sl~l'Earirl'arlkaShitekara~.- SOredake, main pipe rna ireta.,
denkimo asokoni tsllita. --
-'------

(Times like that, we cooked our pigs to give them a feast. So
we lay the pipe. Electricity, too, \vas installed.)

HN: Okay, let's kind of wind it up on quality of life. How do you feel,
like, today as compared to before?
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NK: U11! Before no koto iutal~a.... nani iute e kana? No can trust all
same, yeah. - -- ---- _._-

(Regarding the past, what should I say?)

Wife:· The olden days, the old time days, before, ne, when they were
working, even our (parents), some of t11em had very hard lives.

HN: \:\Thy did yOll stay in Haleiwa? \:\That was your main rea'son to stay in
Haleiwa?

NK: Oh, Ilani iute e kano (What should I say)? No more place to go,
'as why I got to stay.

(HN laughs)

NK: If I get a c11ance to go, sure, I like, m'aybe .... eiga omoiyoni
nattetara, sure, downtown, maybe sundatake, s11ita.n;Qut I no can go'.
Somebody like me', tofu yarn toki nl kara, Akahoshl iuu ni to ga

(If I had a chance to go, I wanted to .... if my movie theatre business
had gone as well as I had hoped, maybe I would have lived in town,
but I couldn't go. \:\Then I was selling tofu, a MY. Akahoshi .... )

Wife: We had to wai t long time, no, to (Tape garbled) aru110. Hal'eiwa
ni ottanowane, the family was big (The reason we stayed in Haleilva.
\va,sbecause the family was big). I-Ie couldn't move to any other
place wi tl1 his husi11ess. You know, no other knowledge of,....
like in another kind of a job. So we had to Dlake a living. He
coulcln' t' very we 11 drag all the family go someplace where 11e '
cannot be sure of making a living, so we had to stay in Waialua.

HN: \:\That about tIle future of Waialua Sugar Compan'y? You think the
sugar going stay here or....what are your feelings on that if they
stay or t11ey develop all the ,area or what?

NK: Oh, 5ugar w:! ..~_()sh:i.teJno f'Iawaii no 11andake; SLIgar ~a still around
(No. nlatter what, sugar is still llawaii '5 thing; sugar will still
be arOlllld). Yea}1. Daiblln (Pretty ffil1Ch), bllt .... rain too slow, ell,
anyhow.

HN: You think tl1ey going develop Halei\va and Waialua?

NK:' Supposed to be, I think . All develop sennara .... too late ni naruyo_.
Yeah. Any\vay~, freeway demo totara, TIlaybe, more gUYl..! naru, develop
naru, shiran. But I-Ialva,ii de nllnll)er one inaka mitainda, Oa1111
dekara. Before \vas 'inaka wa \Vaianae, ne, me 1'a no young time. Btlt
sugar plantation pau, they all develop go inside tl1ere and big ci ty

. now, s.ee. A11d then Waimanalo, saIne thing. Country datta, but now days,
developer EE:.' all ittake. Nice place natta. Now, Waialua.
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(It s110uld be. It must be developed or it \vill be too late.
Anyway, it might be better if the freeway goes through; it might
develop. TIlis seems to be the most rural place on Oahu. It used
to be Waianae. But after the sugar plantation closed down,
all the developers moved in and tl-en it's a big city now. That
happened to Waimanalo, too. It used to be country, but the
developers went in and it became a nice place. Now, Waialua.)

HN: How would you like to see Waialua develop?

NK: MQ, nanika big aIle ni. buchi tatte ....people ga kuruyOlli shita
h6 ga ichiban ii, no (To have it open up ....would be best to do
it so people came here). At least, one thing, best thing I like
go through this Kaena Point road. '

HN: Really.

NK: Then you can go arolll1d the islaJld. That's the ·main one, that.
J\n.d tl1en, next dew~_-~-yarundattara, you krlow, Haleiwa no .... by
the KaJTI I--lighway side, at least both side free ni shi te asoko ni
yattara, you know (And then next---if you're going to do it, you kJI0W
.... the lands along I\am Highway should be available to the public).
Plenty guy going live over there. And then, one more thing, mo
hitotsu iu clattara_ (If there's OD.C inore thing I' 11. say), beh'ind
f-Ialcjw3, taro patch, fill up tIle dirt. .Aboll"r one or two feet.
rrllcn nl:lkc-'enl··.... over there get plenf)T rnore place to da kind.
IJasll, fe\v o'n] y vegetables, taro coming outside, that' s goodfor
·noth-ing artl r~. rfhat place-:-yoll better develop 'eTTI. You kll0W, fill
Ul) the dirt., eh. You nlake 'enl good over there. AIl<.-l get good .
town, I-Ialeiwa town de coming up. At least 11l1ndred yard or something
like t11at. f1ighway, botl1 side, eh. Way down Wainlea side. Make
'em fee, the fee simple, eh. They gOiJlg to buy 'enl. Nld coming
up more. Bishop Estate, anyway, they going stay hold 'em. Only they
no going sell. They going lease. 'A.s why people no like. Me, I
figure tJlat way. Behind the Haleiwa- - -you know, Haleiwa low over
there and then Kam Highway, inside tha.t da kind, no, between,
plenty pla.ce, yeah, .good. Nice place tolive.

liN.: What about· tourism? You think Hawaii going be a tourist. · · ·

NK: Yeal1. More, I think.

HN: Mo·re tourist?

NK: YeaJ1, Jllore tourist. Supposed to be. So I like make that side.
And then not hotel, but Kaena restaurant c1enlo, eh. Kae113 Point
mitai no tokoro (At a place like Kaena Point), make one nice picnic
ground-demo alrigllt. Tha-t one is a good place over there. That's
the tOllr p~ople number one, I guess.

Even though· Waimea Bay, same thing. YOlI go·t to make somehow, even
though Wa~mea Park nanka demo (and what not), you know, too small, ·ehe
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'As whymo chitto shitara, you got to use for the da kind, water,
beach, and da kind Kawailoa no down below mitai (SO-if' you're
going to doa Iittlebit more:- you 11ave to use the \Vater, the beach
just like below Kawailba). Da kind water, eh. Aremo tsukattara,
tourist·no. attraction, I think better.Clf that's used, I think it
-would bea better tourist attraction). ~1e, a~e wo omou, me no
t11is dream, but (I think that's the case, but this is lny dream).
Nice water Hl1d then nice place. No use notlling. So too much waste

. tha.t kind place. Even the airport doing the same thing, eh.
They get good. beacll, bllt tlley 110 call go. inside no more.

HN: Right.

NK: That's no fair, I think. At least l1ighway no both side wo make
'em fee simple. Our house or something likethat. Storeor everything.
'Sell 'em out. People going buy. One thing, tlley like buy but no
more place to buy. All young going- - - I Inean da kind Mililani,
Wa}1ia\va, Elva side,' all like th.at, see. Waialua ,no more place to
livillg in.' 'As why hlrrnbug. YOlmg glIYS like buy. They get the money.
Like blly, but no more place to buy. Like live 9 em over here.
Even th.ough Wahiawa i ttemo (Even though a yOlll1g pe'rson goes to
Wahiawa), he like come down the beach, eh. 'As why we need the
place to live. Good for the young folks no tameni (for their benefit).
Me, I omou (I think)---ah, anyway, Kawailoa no down demo all same.
Plent)T- lot, eh. . H'e no call plan tIle ,camp and~hen fift"y year stay,
same old tlling. The kind place, demo, yOt] got to sell 'em out.
Make 'enl clleap and they going clean-Ye.m up. And then they make ]10use.
Nice place, yOll know, over there. Get plenty more :places but they
no going sell, 'as why no g·ood.

HN: Well, they make condominiums over there.

NK: Yea}l. Condominillffi alright. Anythi11g, make 'em good. TIley maker
'em all sell Ollt shitara (If they sell), you know, peopie like
11uy. Even th()Ug}l yOllng folks no tameni kara (EveIl for the yOlU1g
peop.lc). "As why all like I-Ialei-\va, Waialua--young folks going buy
all tIll' ~1j 1ilani side. So Mililani going big town, l)ut \Va.ialua
&9 .still all saIne. Fifty years before, not too much differen·t.
()nly the 1-lalei\va 3Jle! lVaialtla no come out good. No ITIOre place
to go, 'as why. No lTIOre place to buy. Everybody like buy.
Are (lake wa hontoni olTIoud.o (1nat's what I really feel).

J-IN: ·Okay.

END OF INTERVIEW.
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