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Dear Hr. Plumh:

COH MSNTS
Project No. lO~72- 000
Hotice of Apr/lici1t:'Oll

Federal Energy Re9ulatcry ~o~mis~lon

Hanalei Ri.ver Project
Kau i1 i, Ha \v i'\i.i

The propost=d project involves the construction and operation of a
hydroelectric pO\,rerplant, vJhic.h in·..::11.4d<.:>s the.: buj Iding of a primary
diversion weir approxima·tely 10 f(·~et. high and 7J feet long on Hanalei
River; an above grouni pipelill';! (approxima.teJy 4-1/2 n"dles long; varying in
diameter from 4-1/2 to 6 feet) i several feeder vloirG and l.JE:nstocksi a 69KV
transmission line (iJpproxirnately 0.6 mHes lons); a substation and a 2,520
sq. ft. powerhouse. ~:ib:E-am flov;s frc!n upper Hanalei Idver and scverdJ. of
its small tributurie~; Vii.ll be ut ii.:ized to 9cnerate pO'.·,'er. The main
penstocks \'lill convey vlater fro,u the rhversion weir to a powcrhou",e which
vIlli be located app.:."m:irnrlteJy 6,-'.'2 r i\''-~r miles fr'om the mouth cf Hanalei.
River.

A review of th .~-; unYject's ur;lft Fnv.i n:mm(>,li:~il Iillpi.ll:'· ~;ti:ltr;rnent (frS)
(since withdrawn) war-; prepared v. i.th thl::! as~:;istance at ij'-')k Cox, Joint
Institute of Marine and jl,t.i'\O:.phl:' r lC li.esea:t."ch i Har;.hal' 1-10ck, Kaual
Community College; James Pc.rri:=.h, l:dwi'l.ii. Coop~rati'!e i='i.·;hf: rks Research
Unit; Bion GrHfir" Anthl·op().LrJ~r!; ~~L:;.:J.a Condnt., General Science; and
Pamela Bahnsl~n, Environmental ('( ntc:r. The i~:;~:;llC:_-; rais(>u .i.n UL1r comments
and the multitude uf CGJ1con\s F:~:pre:j:;c<.:i by other i3.qency tl·',ie',,/er·:; at the
Draft EIS stage particularly t.lle LT.:::;. :Fish &. H.udJ.iff~ Servi(::e (DSFHS),
have not been addre~~sod beCan~,f! th<.:: Drait El', Wi:l::; ,-,;itlyj CC1\·m prior to
preparation of the final dcc'Ulue.nt. rLl, 1~ foUO\,,.inq comr.l0nt.s r~itorate some
of the concerns ra ised 1.n cu c {-:ul1.cr ro',,' iew cf the Drct[t EIS.
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OVerall our ~:evi~wers fClmd the: <.:~pr('ndixed rr~port5 ·to the Dratt EIS to
be serio'..lsly diffi.cir"'-Dt. Tteir prc:i.Ln;.nary nature precluded thE:.~jr use as
sources of substd.""lt.ive inforTLv,t.ion upon \·,hic:l environmental issues under
study could be 2.dE:quately evaluii1:ed. Subsequent to the prepan.t.icn of this
project's Draft. E~:~~: (l Declaratory Fu Linq \-lC1:, i::~aH:d by the Ha"l.Jii Statc
Envircn~ental Council prohibiting the inc!uslon of prt~lini.nnry re~01.-ts as
supplementary information acc0mpanying a r)1-ait. ETS. Insofar as thesp.
supporting statel'l-r::.ts are deficien-:, so then arc thos-e section.: of the
Draft EIS that re:i on this data also inadequate.

Numerous arc.ha(~olCXJic.al sites have Deen ]elcatc-i in surrounding art:l s,
hence the incompletc~ arc.:..~aeological survey of the affected regions is of
serious concern. 111 addition, 11cigl1boring nreas \vith high IJOtC11tial for
archaeolCX)'ical remains may be affecterl by con:-3truc-tlon road~:;, equipment
yards, fords and ether related activities. As currently t,., r Ltten, the
archaeological report does not meE';t the Minimum Rcquirements for
Reconnais2,ance SurVE:~Y Reports ?:>.s (;st.ablished by the Society for Haillaiian
Archaeology. The report does not provide site descriptions for analyses
pennittillg independant verifiCd.tion of the prelimi:lary conclusions reached
in the Drih-'=t EIS. As n consequence, an ade'.:jUate revie,.., and assessment of
the significance of the archaeological rerlains ~·lithi..n t.he project area
cannot be made. Furt.."'e.nnore, tho prdiJninal"y c...rch;-woJogical report in the
EIS does nut meet the requirements of Chapter 343 and is contrary to the
Declari1t0ry Ruling (87-1) issued specifically in n~sponse to the use of
nrelimL'1ary repolts by tho state of Hawaii, Envi ronmental Council.
Thcrefon~, a final ,.H·ch.:lcol....x.:!ic,u l.epcl·::' ill reyuin.>c't cmd must be sUbjec:t to
a full DuiJUC ~1I',d ;::'3£:·n....)' r0'1ic\v at tl~c Draft ET.S sLClge p-rior to acceptance
of the Final I.IS

The upper Hi1n·llt=.i V,l ley -'; l~kdy a rich p~~:;OL~n:(~ in terms c,f native
biota. The \]S;:-'\,·;S hnS rLlise:d a nUr:\br"c of cu:,cerns regarding ale er.·jangerec1
Hawaiian duck, or Koloa (Ana_~ ~:{y:yj..lJ:lilDi1)1 migratinc; vJaterbirds end
diadro!uous fish. The ImoJer 'i;;l1ey floor is a prime an:'a for nati'Ic
waterbi:.<:l and mig-ratory vlateriC'~,!~, and cont1il\.lp.d rr,i'ii-ntcnance 0: the taro
farm 1TI tl1e Han,lie:i !Iabor. ...' L \Jildlif~ Refuge protects this habitat.
According to thr: USF\oJE; in the H."l\vaiian Haterbi.rd::; Recovery Plun (1,)8S), the
Koloa recovelY progr3. ..~ specifi(\s tr.at stream habitats on Kauoi are
essential to th0 1\0·' oas wel.~ar(>.
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The lacJe of aD Instre::l!;\ I':i.OH Inc:"emCllt..l.l Hethodolcgy stUdy (IFDI) cited
both by the USFUS and tll'':~ Enviror,mi~!1t.al CE:nter T...Jas ;=t significant and
serious deficienc..y of the Draft EIS a ....d rcmahs d major d(;;[iciency ;-It the
present time. 'Ihe..incompc:':il::,Hit.y b(_t\J~en t,!le: propos.:::'! IT ininn:m strei)!'l
flQiiTS needed by the pm.,rer f,\lant ~1d th~X32 nt;-:?ded b:{ the biota, iJ1cluding
endangf::red or threatp.J1l-xl spE..~k·.-, c\['p..:'cl ':,,:~ -:::'0 pt-sc:1udu C.~v~lopm0nt 01 this
project.

In light of the man:z' signifi'.::::ant concern~:; reqr..n:ulD:' }ryc1roDm/Cl:'
operations in st:r'eam ecosystems as se!1si.tivt! as Kau,nr~,;, it should be
confirmed that ary expendit:'.1res undo?..r this prof)'.J.3ed. pe~·:·_~_t will nc'::. prov':'1c
a legal basis for vestoJ inl:('roo;t. on beh;3H of .::slt'lT1ii Pm-lOr COl"'1p,'ul'{ and
co-investors.

We thank you fer tho O!'Jport1J•.ity tD commc:J'~ on this Gex:;ument.. vve l()o~:

for\'J::lni to Yol..:r .cr.vi.e·v.; and cor:;;;.idcration of our commE';nts.

:r:Ol1rs trul~T,
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Jacquelin N. Miller
l\ssociate Env I ronmental Coordinator

cc: OEQC
Doak Cox
Harshall Mock
James Parrish
Bion Griffin
Sheila C",nant
Jennifer Crurnmer


