
Activities
New PSA Website

In August 2004, the Pacific Science Association launched a new and revised website (http://
www.pacificscience.org/). The new site is a major improvement over the previous version, and
even more features will be added in the coming months. Among the enhanced features of the
website are:

• More extensive information on PSA, its activities, and those of our partners.
• An expanded links section containing short summaries of external sites of interest to

researchers and other stakeholders involved in science and sustainable development in
the Pacific. These links are organized and cross-referenced by keyword and geographic
area, which greatly facilitates searches.

• A calendar of upcoming meetings in or concerning science in the Asia-Pacific region.
• Adobe PDF versions of many past PSA publications previously available only in hard-

copy (coming soon).
• A secure server system for individual membership sign-up (coming soon).

We hope the new PSA website will be useful for researchers involved in science of the Pacific,
and welcome your comments and suggestions.

Symposium on French Research in the Pacific
Pacific Science Association Secretary General Nancy Lewis was invited to represent the PSA
at the Symposium on French Research in the Pacific (Assises de la Recherche Française dans
Le Pacifique) which was held at the Tjibaou Cultural Center in Noumea, New Caledonia on
August 24–27, 2004. The meeting was called by President Jacques Chirac. The Chair of the
Scientific Committee was Fabrice Colin, Director of Institut de Rescherche pour le Dévelop-
pement, Noumea. Members of the Committee were from both French Polynesia and New
Caledonia, including representatives of the l’Université de la Polynésie Français and Univer-
sité de la Nouvelle Calédonie.

The symposium had five thematic areas, all of which are relevant for the Pacific Science
Association: 1. Marine Ecosystems: Biodiversity and resource development; 2. Terrestrial Eco-
systems: Biodiversity and resource development; 3. Natural Hazards and Climate Variability:
regional impacts and prevention; 4. Culture, Identity, Heritage, Land and Development; and
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5. Health and Environment. The Symposium, which consisted of plenary and thematic sessions
and poster displays, gave a comprehensive overview of French research in the Pacific. Discus-
sion in each of the thematic sessions led to a series of recommendations for future research
and action agendas in the region.

A report of the Sympoisum including recommendations and a list of participants will be
available at the Symposium website: www.assises-recherche-pacificque.org. The website is in-
tended to become a forum for further communication and the discussion of collaborative re-
search activities. It will provide a mechanism for greater communication between Anglophone
and Francophone researchers in the region and in doing so may be valuable for furthering
PSA research and initiatives.

International Coral Reef Symposium
PSA was a collaborating organization to the 10th International Coral Reef Symposium held
from 28 June to 2 July 2004 in Okinawa, Japan. The topic of the Symposium was “Stability and
Degradation of Coral Reef Ecosystems”. The meeting was hosted by The Local Organizing
Committee (LOC) for the 10th International Coral Reef Symposium (ICRS), The Japanese
Coral Reef Society (JCRS) International Society for Reef Studies (ISRS), and supported by
The Okinawa General Bureau, Japanese Ministry of the Environment, Fisheries Agency (Min-
istry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Okinawa Prefecture,
and the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and Transport.

The official declaration of the 10th ICRS meeting noted that coral reefs and associated eco-
systems are now under serious threat of collapse because of over-fishing; coastal development;
terrestrial run-off; increasing sea surface temperatures and decreasing carbonate levels (ocean
acidification), and sea-level rise caused by increasing anthropogenic CO2 in the atmosphere,
which all act synergistically to stress coral reefs, leading to severe bleaching and extensive coral
mortality. The participants made a strong declaration that additional destruction of coral reefs
must be avoided, calling for stronger national and international-level efforts, and for enhanced
scientific research and rigorous monitoring, management-tool development, and appropriate
measures for conservation and sustainable use of coral reefs. A twin strategy must be taken over
the longer term to reduce human induced climate change by reducing greenhouse gases, but
at the same time a reduction in CO2 must be matched by action to reduce immediate threats
of declining water quality because of land-use changes and pollution, and mass exploitation of
fish biomass. To achieve these goals, the participants recommend four key strategies: 1) achieve
sustainable fishery on coral reefs, 2) increase effective marine protected areas on coral reefs,
3) ameliorate land-use change impacts, and 4) develop technology for coral reef restoration.
The 10th ICRS website (http://www.plando.co.jp/icrs2004/) has a full list of participants,
abstracts, and poster presentations.

The PSA’s association with the 10th ICRS is part of our mission to promote science with-
in the region and also reflects PSA’s long history of involvement in coral reef studies.
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Membership Application
I/We wish to enroll in the Pacific Science Association in the following membership category:

❏ Associate scientific institution (US$50)
❏ Corporate associate (US$100)
❏ Individual associate (US$40)

PLEASE PRINT

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

❏ Enclosed is a   ❏ check   ❏ money order in U.S. funds, payable to Pacific Science Association.
❏ Please charge my   ❏ Visa   ❏ Mastercard

Card number:________________________________________  Expiration date:______________

Signature:________________________________________________________________________

Today’s date: ____________________________________________________________________

Return to Pacific Science Association, 1525 Bernice St., Honolulu, Hawaii 96817, USA.
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Executive Board

president
Prof. Kr. Kiyoshi Kurokawa
VP, Science Council of Japan
Tokyo, Japan
kurokawa@is.icc.u-tokai.ac.jp

vice-president
Dr. Mahendra Kumar
University of the South Pacific
Suva, Fiji
kumar_m@usp.ac.fj

secretary-general/
treasurer
Dr. Nancy Davis Lewis
Director, Research Program
East-West Center
Honolulu, Hawai‘i
LewisN@EastWestCenter.org

past-president
Dr. R. Gerard Ward
Australian National University
Canberra, Australia
rgw420@coombs.anu.edu.au

ordinary members
Prof. Chang-Hung Chou
National Pingtung University of

Science and Technology
Taiwan, China
choumasa@mail.npust.edu.tw
Academician George B. Elyakov
Pacific Institute of Bioorganic

Chemistry
Vladivostok, Russia
piboc@eastnet.febras.ru
Prof. Congbin Fu
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing, China
fcb@ast590.tea.ac.ch
Dr. Sung-Chick Hong
Asian Social Science Research

Institute
Seoul, Korea
ASRI@Unitel.co.kr

secretariat
John Burke Burnett
Pacific Science Association
Honolulu, Hawai‘i
psa@bishopmuseum.org

Pacific Science Association
Membership Information

The Pacific Science Association is a regional, nongovernmental
scientific organization founded in 1920. The objectives of the
association are to advance science and technology in the Pacific
region by increasing interdisciplinary collaboration; to build
capacity in science and technology; to encourage science for
public policy and the common good; and to promote the “sci-
ence of the Pacific” and Pacific Island involvement in regional
and international scientific activities. Scientific committees have
been long established to study and to seek solutions for impor-
tant problems of Pacific interest. Scientific task forces have been
established to explore interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary
areas identified as relevant.

Regular members of the association are adhering organiza-
tions (e.g., the national academy of science or a like body) from
each country or definite geographic area within or bordering
the Pacific Ocean, or with scientific interests in the region. In
addition, associate membership may be held by individual scien-
tists, scientific societies and institutions, and corporations.

The association is directed by the Pacific Science Council
with its elected executive board. The executive board meets
annually and makes recommendations to the council, which
meets during congresses and inter-congresses. The president
serves as chair of the council. The secretariat is located at:

Bishop Museum
1525 Bernice Street
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817, USA
Tel: (1) 808-848-4139
Fax: (1) 808-847-8252
E-mail: psa@bishopmuseum.org
Website: http://www.pacificscience.org
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