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BIOGRAPliTCAL SLJMMARY: G.ARY KUNlf-IIRO, fanner

Gary Kun i hiro , Japanese, was born. -in Haleiwa on tJl11y3, 1917. Hi s
parents carne f rom Hi roshima in 1910 and worked on Ewa Plarrtati on . His
father later worked at Waialua: Ptantation. He left the p l ant.ation ,
worked at f i xi.ng t ceth for awhile,. then wood-cutting, and eventualIy
rice fanning.

Gary fin i shcd ni nc years of school and at age J4went to work for
Hawai ian Pi.no as a 'field laborcr. 11e also worked pa rt v t.ime as the
bookkeeper of a Loardi ng 1101lse and store. lle left the pineapple company
in 194] and .1 earned. the carpcntry trade. llc worked in the construction
inch..rstry wi th (l' partncr unti J ] 949 and rhen went into farrning. Gary.
s t il I operates a farm in Waialua.

I-le marr i ed a woman he met in Wa.hia\va. T11ey current l y live in Haleiwa.



100

Tape No. 1-32-·1-76

ORAL HISTORY' INTERVIEW

with

Gary Kunihiro (GK)

July 1, 1976

BY: Perry Nakayama ePN)

Pt~: TI1is is an. interview with Mr. Gary Kuni hi ro on July 1st, 1976 at his
fa.TIn in Iialeiwa.Mr. Kuni.hi.ro, could you tell me about y.our parents,
how they carne here and what they did?

GK: My parents came from Japan. From Hiroshima-ken in 1910 I think. I
am the t.hi rd .in t.he family. Have elder brother and elderisister above
me. Consists of six girls and three boys ,

Pl'J: And where did they work-at first?

GK: I\1y Fa.thcr , when he first came fr01TI Japan, he had a labor con.tract wi th
Ewa Plant.ati.on. TIlen , the work Invo.lve was so hard that he left there
and came to Wa.ialua Plant.at i on. And there he worked couple of years
and after that he went out. Work in, the farm,

PN: lie went into what? Fanning?

GK: I-Ie went into .... dentist. Not dentist, by trying to fix people's
teeth, and he had some ki.nd of problem wi tI1 the patient ~ gotten
swollen after the teeth was pulled: and thi s party say he going to sue;
thi s and t.hat.. Finally, he figured 11e mi.ght as well get out. So he
go out. A11d then 11e 'vent .irrto wood. cutting and all kind. 111en. he
went into farming . That was in nineteen .... 011, about twenty-five.
About there Then 11e grew rice. That was regular rice, huh. Then
mochi rice a.nd all ki.nd . Then he went vto farm, yeah. Vegetablefann.

PN: How did he get the land? Did he buy it or lease it? '

GK: No, all leased. From some estate, hull. Hawaii an Estate.

PN: OIl, how did he decide what kind of crops to grow?

GK: Well, just that rhe wholesaler woul d come to this area. Yamaki
Produce. Then he would suggest what to plant and what not. And those
days, was really cheap: Everything was so cheap.

PN: TIley would determine the price also?

GI(: Ye~ll, t.hey would determine the price.
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PN: And how did he buy equi.pmerrt .and.. · ·

GK: Well, t.hosc days, they used to have buffalo. You know, water buffalo.
TIley used. to plow with water buff'al.o ~

PN: And you used to help him do that?

GK: No, later on, when he had garden , I used to help h.imwat.er t.he garden
with t.he Long , about four feet ,carrier . With two side on it with the
rope hang i ng with the t1\10 five-gallon pail with a lot of holes . Just
hole type, you-knew. -1~1anualtype-of·irrigation~-

PN: Did he have any previous experience in farming?

GK: I doubt it.

(Lauglrter)

PN: I-Iejust went in with your mother?

G.K: Husband-wife, you know.

PI\f: Mlat were some of the chores you had when you were young?

GK : Chores. I got to he Ip my parents water the garden and rthen , when he
had rice field, we used to chase the birds with that ......a strin.g.
Long strin.g attached to a certain pole. And from there you pull. Lot
of C3J1S hang i.ng , You have to pull that to make that t.h.ing ratt Ie and
t.he b i rds would run away. And 'that was one of the chores we had to
do so that the birds ...... " .. when tIle rice is just fanning, then the rice
bird would come and suck all that .....

PN: TIle young shoots?

GK: TIle mi l.k of the rice.

PN: lVl1at games or sports did you play while you're young?

GK: .MrrmHn.. lVell, see, way back, we used to .... see sumo. Japanese sumo.
Was at Hal e iwa where right now the boat harbor is located. Right in
there. They used to have SUInO. And then they used to give pri zes ..
And that was one of the sport that we used to watch, eh. Then, when
we were small, we used to go f i shi.ng sometimes, you know,

PN: Vlhere?

'GK: OJ1, by Fresh Air Canrp, t.hen by, you know, they call 'em ryob~_.. That's
where t.he old boat harbor is Iocat.ed . By the big stone r i ght on the
river mouth. And there we used to (catch) holehole and papios and
manini .

PN: WitIl bamboo pole?
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GK: Bamboo pole, ye~l. And those days, we used to walk to school, you
know, From here to Waialua El ement.ary School. And then later on
when I was go ing junior h i gh , we used to walk too. At times.

PN: And what was school like?

GK: School?

(Laughter)

GK: Oh, it was just, you know, e ... ~go to learn ..

p~~: \Vhat? Do you Temembel~ any thi.ng about the teachers or courses there"?

GK: One of "em, let"s see. Oh, way back.... see, we used to have some
rascal kids.

PN: ~Vere they strict or any thing like that? The teachers?

GK: Not that strict.

PN: DiJ you folks raise pigs? You know, animals. Besides, you know,
, vegetables?

GK: Youmean during what period?

PN: When your 'father first got into farming?

GK: Yeah, ~Vay back, my fath.er had some pigs. And at that time, he had
some big sows , mother pigs. And one year, they had one disease
called chol.er'a and the pigs all got sick. And it would lie down.
Cannot get up, and finally t.hey would die. That's the one of the
hog choLera that comes in the paper, you know.

PI'J: Yeah, yeah. This is long time ago?

GK: Long time ago.

PN: Any other things such, as that happen 011 the' farm? Disease or floods,
or ....

GK: ~Vell, VJe have big rain, but mostly had trouble w.ith the melon fly.
Melon fly is when you raise cucumbers like that.

PN: What about when it flooqed. Did it ruin the crops?

GK: Well, those days the flooding wasn't that bad. compared to, you know,
ever since plantation used to have railroad tracks to haul in sugar
cane. W11el1 'they do .away wi th that rai1road track ..... t.hey was, you
know, rail track was mounded high , eh. And somehow, the water wasn't
coming over the Kam Hi.ghway. But since they do away with that railroad



track and they nlake all this roads, like the paved road where the
big trucks get on. The tOUTI1at\vO trucks. So we have more problem
through t.ha t conversion of t.he plantation hauli.ng of the sugar
cane because all the water would run down to the water and just
come down. All getting flooded.

Pl'-J: TI1j s happened often?

GK: Well, sometimes twice a year.

GK: I rhink it did. Really.'

PN: Shee. YOlI guys ever tried ta.lking to the p Iant.ation and ... '.,

GK: No sense, you know. Because I don't think they would solve anything ..

PN: But this happened when they change Tr'om railroads t.o vtournahauler-s ?

GK: Yeall,that's what I notice. And r ight here they claim as a flood
plain, anyway, but still they go into hous ing over here, you know.

PN: Oh, they p lanni.ng some hous ing over here?

GK: Yeah. Righ t inside of here.

PN: WIl0'S planning to develop here?

GK: Castle and, Cooke. Mili.Lani Development.

PN: So you guys leasin.g from Castle and Cooke?

GK: Some of t.hem .l.easi.ng Castle and some is from the Morrow Estate.

PN: 'Where did you live when you were a small kid?

GK: Well, my father bu.ild th i s home. Way back.

PN: Their Farm used to be all a round here?

GK: Used to be in the back too and. '-thi s one here was sugar cane , but
cventua ll y ,the)' gave ill) because this particular Land wasn't
proclucing good sugar , so they gave UI) t hi.s pJ1ace. Then Mr. Araki
leased the land after cane was abandon.

PN:Nine chi ldrcn lived here?

GK: Yeah. Nine . They all moved out. Right now, my brother and mother
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is living here. I moved out, but , you know, I just. come over here and
. I go back to my home.'

PN: Wllat did t.he other children do? Did they help out on the farm, too?

GK: Yeah.

PN: Do you remember when they brought in electricity to this area?

GK: Shee, I wouldn't know. Let's see ....

(Laughter)

GK:

PN:

GK:

PI'J :

PN:

GK:

PN:

'Cause I know way back we used to have lantern, you know, Kerosene
Lantern. Then igradua.l l.y , even the water, too·. We used to take the
water From, ...... they used to have a pump and they used to have the
water run u.ll t.he t irne because, wel I those day, they .had some kind
of agreement wi tho the farmers that they had to supply the water.
So, they had the water running all the t.ime , Even.tually they closed
t.hat . Th.en, the water was connected to the water main for the. main
highway. N1d we had it connected.

So, tllat' 5 110w you guys used to get your water from ...... at first was
the pump from the plantation?

Yeah.

Do you know when they cut that off?

Ivfrmmn. lVell, after we had our water , we 'put a line in. Then later on,
because this pump was supplying only small area:, so they did away
wi.th the pump. The water was about 1926 or 1928, I think} you know,
wi 'th 'the Labor ,

'26 to '28?

I think about there. They put th.ei r own line frOID the mai.n ...... they
bought; our own line, because at that time, the water company di.dn ' t
supply pipes. We have to pay our own pipe.

And e l.ect.ri.c.i ty came before that , or after that?"

GK,: Electricity? Chee, I can't' remember ..

PN: 011, that's okay.

GK : I t "vas way back aTlyway;;

PN: How did you folks cook food? On what kind of stove? Kerosene stove,
too?

GK: You mean way back?
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PN : Yeah , way back. (Laughs)

GK: You know those days, eh. (Laughs) Used to cook with stick, small
kind.

PN: Justcut.wood and make fire?

.GK: Yeah. Make fire.

PN: Your mother used toc()()k.~y~ryth~l!g·~Q!~!~Y2l-!~<:?JJs~?Wh9J::kj-Dg-._ . . _
-fooadldy6ii--folks -eat? - - - . - - - -- - -

GK: Food? \\'ell, those day had vegetable.. Had meat and pork, . too, but
t.hen , it wasri' t that plentiful, but because of the hard 't irne , you
can.not buy often.

PN: Just what you folks raised as ~egetables?

GK: Raise plus, then we used to buy sometime meat and all kind.

PN: Japanese style?

GK: Japanese style, yeah, mostly. UTIle,' chiyosake, you know, salt salmon .....
then , they used. -those turtle fish. .That was way back. That was
f isherrnans . TIley used to sell fish.

PN: They used to come...

G.K: And those days, everything was c]leap ill the way back, you know. Not
1tkc now. Now is so expensive, eh , And those days we used to have
stores like Miyake Store and Sakai Store like that. You can charge
and you can pay him so much money a. month.

PN: Charge ....

GK: Charge account, yeah.

PN: Oh, they just keep their own books like that?

GK: Yeah . T110se days "vas really hard times. It wasn ' t all easy life.
'Cause even the pare.nts, too, they struggle. Because whatever income
they have is not enough to support the fa.rnily. .See, I used. to work
1932 ~ I left schoo l . Graduate junior high seh.ool.. At age 15, I went
to work for Hawai i.an Pineapple Company. Those days was really hard
time. People t.hat have from Hai ku , Maui . "Pineapple company.' They
moved to \VaiTI1ea Camp. I used to take care the books, too. . Those days
all us get hard time. Every month, they would fall back. And.during

! the sunmer , they would catch up whatever credi t that they owe the
store.

PN: Mlat did .you do with the' pineapple ....
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GK: .1 used to work as a field laborer and I used to take care one of the
boarding house books. I used to make the report, eh.

PN: How did you get the job' like that? Just apply?

GI(: The job? Oh, that was part' time job. So I work at the pineapple
field for only ten hours and, you know, those da_y, llsed to be .ten
hours a day. Ten hours a day and $1. 6S a day.

PN: Phew! (Chuck l.es )

GK: .TheI1 after that I· help t.he-board.ing house. Wash the dishes, then they
had a store, too~ They used to run a boarding house plus store.
Thev used to sell rice, food stuff, sal(e and all kind. And the sake ,.
you" see, became a sellout. (Cllucklesr-And I used to make a report.
You know, later .part, I make everything for the owner.

PN: So how long did you work for the pineapple .company?

GK: I work t.hcre y what? Seven years, nine months . 1941, January, I left.
I left Hawaiim1 Pine and I went in town to learn a trade.

PN: And t.honyou went into what? Carpentry?

GK: Carpent.ry , Then 1941, I was in town for about six monthi vthen , I
carne back, and then. I work cons truction until 1949.. .I went in with
one of Iny friend in partnersh.ip construct i on, Then, 1949, eh, say
he's going' on h i s own. So 1949, I went farming ..

PN: You know the time you got that job wi th the pineapple company', that
was during the Depression, eh?

GK: Yeah , .Jus t 1932. So was 1930, 1931, yeah, 'the Depression's about,
yeah.

PN: Do you remember anyth.ing about 'the Depression?

GK: The Dcprcss ion? (Laughs) See, actually, when I came out from school,
when I started to work f-IawaiianPineapp1e Company, at that time,
Hawai i an Pine, you know, they were out of business. Just start off
new again.. 'So th.ey started a Citizen CaJ!lP.. You kJI0W, American
'c.i t i.zen . Not, you know, all Fi.Lip i nos . So, all those young graduates- -
some ' is h i gh school graduate . In fact, had t lrrce un.i.ver's i ty graduates
WI10 working over there. Temporary unt i I they find ether opening , By

. that time, the three of them was working over there.

PN: VV11at did they do there? Everybody else?

GK: Same kind job.. Picking pineapple. Some guys, they go loadin.g like
that. Fertilizer. Planting alLmanual ·labor those days. No
'machines ..
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Pf~: What did you 'do with the 'money' you earned? You turned Lt iover to
your parent.s?

GK: Yeah, most of the money went to my parents.

PN: Did t.hc Depression affect their farming?

GK: See, 'the fanning at that t irne , my mother, my father a.nd my brother
useel to Tarm. I went out to worlc.Wl1en they told me to come back
tQ_ .th~_:faIlll,.Isa.id_, "No._.. _I.'_ID.going.to-stay Ov€~·theFe·."Be(~atlse

I don't want to see everybody in one type of business. And if things
get bad, source of income will not come in. Cannot get source of
other income. So I stayed over there, tried to help my parents. At
least I get some' income coming in. Because farming ups and downs,
too.

PN': You do11, t remember if the Depression hit them hard? 'During that time?

GK: Well, I know my parents ,,,ere struggling.

PN:. How come you didn'-t go to work on the sugar plantation?

GK: I d.i.dnt t care.

PN: (Laughs) You didn't like that? Oh, you heard something....

GK:' No, no, no, no.

PN: How did you get into, like, carpentry? With your friend you said.

GK: No, When I went in town, 1941 ..... I went in town then I told my
friend I'm going to learn some ki.nd of trade anyway, so ~ went around
looking for a job there. Knock here and there, then, I work week and'
a hal f for Okada Trucking and then in the meantime Twent to Island
Horne where they bui l d .homes and sell. I went to see this man, Mr.
Kikukawa. I-Ie was the foreman that runs t.he job. So I told him where
I'm from and where I'In I iving , And then he hired me. That was in
.January .... it was February, about, that job. Then until .Iune or July..
. . I think it was July, T think. My brother came :ill town. lie say 11e
wanted to Learn trade, so at that time my father \v8S sick. lie had
cancer so I told my brother, "If you're going to stay il1 town, I'm
going back to t.he count.ry." So I came back and stay with my parerrts,

PN: And all that time you worki~g for that Island Homes, you used to
corr~ute from here to tDwn?

@.!(: No, no, no.

PN: Oh, you lived' in town?

GK : Lived in, town.
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PN: Oh.

GK: Was livi~g Kakaako.

PN: .Oh, I see. Do you remember how much you got paid at carpenter place?

GK: Was two dollars a day, yeah.

P1'-J: Two dollars a day? And you went apprenticeship~<.:~()o_l._? __ .

GK: No. There's no apprentice school. They just learn by what they teach
you.

PN: Oh, I see. You what?' You build homes and stuff 1ike rhat?

GK: Yeah.

PN: This was what? During the War? '40 .... '41 you started?·

GK: '41, yeah. '41, December 7, ,war started. But before that, I was
working at Pearl Harbor and then after that job; went to Aiea Hospital.
And t.hen f rom, there, we were transferred to Schofield. Work in a
hosp i taI addition. At that time, the War breaked out. December 7,
1941.

PN: What were you doing when the War broke out?

GK: That day was Sunday, eh? See, I was cuttingkoa for beam pole. And
then they say, "Oh, the War breaked out." I couldn't believe it 'and
when I came home on the news said .Japan attack Hawaii at Pearl Harbor
and Schofi.e l d , Then Monday I went to work atSchofield:- Was before
that, you have to get a badge to go in Schofield. And our badge was
dark color instead of white. To distinguish that we Japanese, you
know. '

PN: ltVhat? Everybody had what ? ~Vhi te badge?

GIC: Yeah. I mean, different nationality had whi te color, you know, our
pictures.

PN: You remember anything else about the War time?

GK: Well, the l'var.... let's see .... then that afternoon, see, one of my
friends, I took hirn by \\lheeler Field. I drop him t.here, then after
work , I told 11ilTI I '111 going to pick' hi.m up, so when I went after I got
t.hrough work , Sch.ofield, then I went to \\lheelerField, then where I
dropped him off, I went there. TIle guard came and ... (Laughs) ... "what "re
you do.ing over here?" He take the gun out and then I say, "I'm
wai.ting for my friend. Went to work this morning, but he's not through
yet." So I wai t about half' an hour, about 5: 30, he didn't, come so I
went home~. And they work overtime that day, so 'they didn't come in on
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their scheduled time. After that, I didn't pick up that man. They
went on his own 'cause he had different schedule.

PN: The guard let you go on ...

GK: Yeah. But during the War, we didn't have too much hassle with the
mili tary. '

PN: Even though you're Japanese?

_·····GK: -- Ng·. -I3eGaus€---W€-WGFK-a-S-GOn-stFUG-t-ionworkeF, youknow.

PI'J: Oh, every morning you have to go and check in?

GK: No, no. \'\Te just show the badge and we can go in. Was August .....was,
it August Sth? The lVar ended. 1945. So as soon as the siren blew,
my friend and I, 'we started go .irrto our own bus .i.ness . Construction
business. Contract business. So as soon as tile whistle blew; from
the next day, we didn't go to work. \Ve wentvon our own project. Then
he and. I stick till 1949. T11en', 1949, went into farming.

PI\] : Why did you change from carpentry to farming?

GK: Because contracting's a rough game. It is, yeah , because to begin
wi t.h, if you go all your O\VI1, you have to es t imate and you have to stay
up late and do all kind other smal I Little detail things. So I
figure, well, that's not in my line.

P1~: Only two of you running the whole company?

GK: No, had the other workers, too. But then because he wanted to ruri.,
you know, operate his families, the brother, the other brother, the
sister, take care the books and all that. So what he wanted was the
close family in operation.

PN: Oh, I see. Do you remember the blackouts and rationing?

GK: Yea11. Those days "was b l ackout , Curfew was after 8 o'clock, you cannot
,go OLIt.. Then even traveling, you have to make wh.atwas it One inch
and about four inch? Someth ing Like t.hat , yeah. For your headl i ght ,
eh. So you won't glare the whole road when you travel.

PN: What did you do during blackouts, like t.hat?

GK: Blackout? Most of the time we stay home.

(Laughter) .

PN: Stay home? Did the rationing affect you at all?

GK: No, it didn't af'fcct .

PN: Wasn't that bad?
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GK: No. The only thing, the ration of 'the liquor. People were lining up
to buy Li.quor , 'cause liquor was hard to get, those good liquors. Yeah.
TIley had some Hawaiian distillers, eh. They use to make Five Island
Ch.ain and some other stuff, you know.

PN: Boot-leg kind?

GK: t~o, no. Regular kind. Connnercial.

PN:. You were, I guess, draftable age, you know.

GK: No, I couldn't drafted.

·PN: You couldn't be drafted? Why not?

GK: Because ofrny health. (Laughs)

PN: Yolir health? I see. "What was your reactions to the fonnationof
unions during mid forty, '45, about there.

GK: The union. "When. I was working Hawai i an Construction, U. S.Engineers,
they had carpenter's union. Then everybody join the union. Pay. lillian
dues, and those d~ys was cheap. I forgot how much was it.

PI\f: What about the ILWU sugar p.lant.ation union?

GK: Shee . I don't know when 'they started, you know.

PN : 'You had no .'.....

GK: No, I had no contact or....

PN: Do you remember the '46 strike, like that?

GK: Yeah. The '46 strike they went out for ....what it was? Six months?
1Vell, those days they used to ask us, "If you guys want help." So,
t.hey came to he l p . And whatever vegetable t.ha t I had that I couldn't
put ill the market, SOTIle of those ed.ible vegetable, I gave them by
boxes, ell.

PN: You had many' f r iends on the p lant.at i.on?

GK: r~few good friends. And they were one of the union leaders anyway.

PN: Oh, I see. M10 was that?

GK: Harold Shi.n, Koyamatsu , Yasao Koyamatsu.

PN: Yeml, I talked to Harold, too. He's participating. in this project also.
What about the '49 shipping strike? Did that affect your fanning
business?

GK: No.
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PN: No effect at all?

GK: But after the strike, I know everytime after a strike (Chuckles)
merchandise go up, eh. Cost of·material.

Pl~: Oh. Most of your vegetables you sell to where?

GK: Honolulu Market . Through the wholesaler.

PI'!: So, 110w did you get your present fann? Just from your parents?

GK: Yeah, my parents had the lease. Then, later on, I negotiate myself
and pick up the 'lease from 'the plantation.

PN: You know, I guess you grow different crops from your parents, like that.

GK: Yeah ..

PN: Those days. How did you decide what kind of crops you wanted to grow?

GK: ~Vell, usu.ally you try all kind anyway, From lima beans .to string beans,
cucumbers , broccol.i , cauliflower, you name it.

PN: You go by season .or prices?

GK: Yeah, mast of th.e ....... some , I grow certain months, Certain ones get
good price, then I would plant them. Maybe beans cons i.s tentIy or
bitter melon, or seglta. Then this 'year, bell 'pepper, I didn't plant
for about five, SlX years , But I planted this year _ And I have my
steady crop , Bitter melon,segua,. then I have lotus root, hasu.
'lhat ' s seasonal , too, you know, from about later part of July ..-rio , not
July, but August .to December .. · Then when I'm out of the production
I'll harves t it ..

PN: So you take your own crops into town and stuff like that? On your
truck with ...

GK: YeaIl, my truck goes into town every rrther day , .I have a part time
dr i ver . Then , if he canno t make i t, then I would drive. Like today
I have to go in. t.own. lie work part time for big t.ermite company.
Watchman.

PN: Could you try and compare like your farming today to your parents'
farming?

GK: My father's d~ys used to be mostly manual labor. But now, we go wi th
mostly mechani.zat ion. We have our own plow, rot.orvatcr .. Th.en I would
spray with'power spray. Then we have drip irrigation. Those days we
used to have a pond, severa.l ponds in the field. The pond is about
four feet deep. From there, you have a board r i.ght across so that
you can go in the water and dip the can inside, carry 'em, two cans.
And all the beds you mow, three feet by maybe 15 feet or twenty feet,
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anyway, we used to carry 'em r i.ght 'through. Back and forth, yeah.
Irrigatee>

PN: To water the field?

GK: We either go furrow irrigation or drip system.' Right now, my field
drip .irrigation.

PN: That's wi.th the plastic pipe with the pukas inside.

GK : IV.1hJJ1._

PN: And before , what? Your father used to plow wi th buffa.l.o , you said?

GK: Buffalo, ye~l.

PN: Water buffalo? Now days what you use? Tractor?

G.I(: Tract.or.. 'And then, t.oday, to go into farming is not that easy, because
of that, you know, capital that you need. The tractor·alone cost about
eight to about ten thousand. And plus ...

(GK's brother drops by. Greeting are exchanged, PN explains Waialua
project to GK's brother.)

PN: Do you remember, I guess, the good years and bad years of fanning?

GK: Good and bad. (Laughs) Well, the good years, everything you plant,
cve.rything 'grow, grow on. Anything you grow, you get good production, ,
good quali ty , and when bad years, you can really grow things, but it
doesn't come out right and you don ' t have the production, so you get
a set back. A11d today to farm, get lot of .insec t , too, you know.
More .insect to contend with. And Hawai i weather is ideal for insect,
because the clima.te is about the same all year around.

PN: Yeah, so, what do you use? Insecticide?

GK: Insecticide, yeah.

PN: Another question I'd like to ask you is could you compare your' life
now with life like at thirty, forty years ago? In t.erms of material
weal t.h , happi.ness , freedom, relationsllipwi th ether people?

GK.: Thi r ty , forty years ago .... see, those days you don f t 'have pressure
like today.

PI'.! : lVhat do you mean by that?

GK: Well,' today, you would acquire more things, but everything is so costly,
today, eh. Those. days, you would. make about $26 or thirty
dollars, or you 'would make about thirty something dollars a month~

But still" somehow, you can get by .. And then, you 1<110W, you don't buy
lot of t.h.ings , but today you buy homes and you buy this, y~u buy that,
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so you wquld make more money, but you spend more money.

PN: Could you say which is better?'

(Laughter)

GK: Well, today is better, but from now it's going to be harder , I think,
because of the economic situation, too. 'Cause job' is not that
plentiful. And everything's so high, today. Wllat do you think in
your case? You think you can....... you still going school, eh?

PN: Yeah.

GK= Okay, now after you graduate, can you find a decent job where you can
make enough so that you can get by with your family or make a living?

PN: 'No, not really. '(Laughs)
"

GK: Anyway, I know it's hard because' what ,I'm going through today, what
amount I have to support my family, it's not an easy thing. Right now,
getting thousand dollars a month. Not 'enough pay. ,See, because the
110te you have to pay, you know. Electrici ty, your water, gasoline,
dlld t.he food is expensive, too, now. In fact, I get some guys that
comes to the farm. Li.kc Steven Doi and what the other one now? I say
it's not easy. They still single, yet, eh. (Laughs )

PN: You said you know how to massage. Could you tell me something about
massage?

GK: Massage? (Laughs) You see, my ,type massage is I would take care
people like sore back or , you know, burs i tis, you know, the ann cannot
go up, stiff neck, and people, you know, t i.red, All those things can
be massage so that people get relief.

PN: How you got into massage?

GK: Way back, Ni.kko San.i torium operated by Okazaki . And he used to be a
judo 'teacher and. he used to train all those policemen.

PN : lie has i t around here?

GK: No, no.. In town. You know where the Car Barn is located? It's right
close by t he re . Someplace close to Straub Clinic. About half a block
'toward what's t.hat street? Toward Palama s i de , Half a block away had
the Nikko Sanitoriwn. He still operating the massage .... .t.he son
operating the massage studio now. The man would teach, what do you call,
Itetsurfoho. You take a deep breath and then he used to press like
that, you know.

PN: What you call that?

GK: Lte tsuryoho 'they call that. You take a deep breath and you build up
your--stmnina- through the Lower part of your belly button. That's where
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the s t rength come in. Well, I learned rhat , you know. And you paid
what? A $15 fee. Then after that, I used to give 'em massage, and
say ; "How you massage?" And I used to just massage people. just for
kicks. And in 1959, I took 1ice~se.' Took exam and
got a massage license.

PN: You registered with the state·or something to get license?'

GK: Yeah , Yeah. To get license masseur, you have to take exam. You have
to take wri t ten test and. after rhat , practical exam. I was on 'the
b_oardforaboutalmost th~€€y€a.T-s. -My-wife -gethurt,se I'resigned~

PN: Does your mother still practice aI1Y Japanese old customs?

GK: Old custom. Such as what? Speaking Japanese?

PN: Speaking Japanese. I don't know.... (Laughs) I don't know the examples
of... ~

GK: Right now, I th i nk , she keep up wi t.h the modern trend. I mean she
cook dishes that a nonnal family would cook. With salt.and
ajinomoto and....

Pl~: I was jus t wondering if, you know, they practice any old cus toms?
Wl1eth.er they passed it on to you? And have you passed it on to your
Children?

GI(: No. The cus tom that the lot of time parents want to pass over is thi s .
See, what j struggle, I want to see my boys at least get up .early in
the morning and do something. But, today children, I don't know.
'TIley have to get up and sometimes. I just leave it like that. And
see what they react or 110t. I have to get everytime after them. Say,
"We go help Daddy." They come 9 0' clock and 2 ::30, they .going home..
(Laughs) So I tell my wife, "Eh, this a good training for them.
Gradually, they learn how to work." (Laughs) The second boy say he
want to work pineappl e, He apply there. Pre t tyyoung , so he didn't
have a call, but I thi.nk it's a good experience for them, too. Let
t.hem go out and 'work set the hours and then, you know, start certain
time and quit certain time. And that's a good experience for them.

PN: lV~hat about WIlen you were small? 1-10\" long did you work in the field,
like t.hat ?

GK: Sunmer t i me I work p.l an tati.on , too, you know.

PN: Oh yeah? Doing what?

GK: Cut grass. Weeding, like that.

PN: M1at time you used to get up?

GK: Used to get up early.
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PN : And work what? Ten hours a day?

GK: Yeah , those days, I think, ten hours a day, yeah. The eight hours a
day came in....when was it? 1932. I left '41, so ••.

END OF SIDE OI\lE.

SIDE1WO.

GK: Hal.e.iwa. had .Iot .»foldbuildings which arenotvstanding today. Some
areas, there is some old buildings standing someplace like HaIeiwa
Theatre, about there. But most of the old· buildings, they was' located
by Three Corners Service Station. There's a store over there. Those
Chinese people was living over t.here. There's none existing right now.
And they used t9 have Haleiwa Hotel. It was a very popula~ hotel way,
way back. And t.ha t is gone. 'And they used to have a railroad track
coming all the way from Iwilei right around wai.anae Coast. Right
around Kaena Point , t.hey used to have aI-Ialeiwa .... r i.ght outside,. close
to the ocean, t.here ' s a railroad track going there. There's a station
over there. Ha.leiwa Train Station. And those days, the tourist used
to s top over he rc an.d used to stay at Haleiwa Hotel.. But that h.otel
is gOlle and used to have a wooden b..ridge over there. TIle wooden
bridge is gone. And Army put in temporary b·ridge. That was also gone,
too. Then , the Army came inside. They' build a beach house during the
\'\Tar time and that's gone, too. Then , a' few old buiIdings left is
right across HaIe iwa Service Station. There's a place where a haole
couple is operating a hardware store. That old bu.ilding. And right
along wher~ Miura Store---Miura Store is an old building. Still
sta~ding. And right across Miura Store, they used to have several
building .wit.h upstairs. Two isrory. And across that two-story, there's.
an old cement building built in 1923. About there. Th~re used to .be a
store over there. Yoshida Store. ~Vasthe Yoshida Building. And right
now, that building was renovated and rented by Kulawai Irrigation.
Theymake a Kulawai Irrigation Store there, and. that is their central
operation office. Then there's a police station and a courthouse over
there. 1'0day , t.hey renovated and they're going to set up a district
court again.. They had it one time, do away, and they going start
again. That's one of the old buildings still in exis tence , TIlen , the
Araki Liquor Store is an old building still in existence. Then after
you pass Araki Liquor Store, across fhe re ' s a Chinese fami Ly , Chinese
Hawai i an , Achi.u. And that area had a two-story. TIley had a big
build.ing over there. That build.ing is gone. And that several more
buildin.gs alongside. that buiIding , t.hat ' s rgone over there, too , They
u.seel to be there till they moved. They living at Sunset Beach. And
ri.ght across Achiu Bui Idi.ng , they used to have a store over there, the
Sek i.guch i Store. A11d that buil.d.ing is gone. And they used t·o have
several long building alongsid.e th.at store close to Achiu Lane where
this can come inside. So over 'there had several buildings. Then, my
uncIe had a shoe repair shop. Then he moved out and he .moved to
Waialua. Then, from there, he passed away, and the family's at
Walliawa now, But those are the old building was erected over there.
Then HaIeiwa .... still in existence only on this two side of old building,
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after you pass the bridge, the Twin Bridge.. They have a old buiId.i.ng
which is located and the theatre is an old theatree It's still in
exis tence. Then right along wi t.h thi.s who l e block here is Haleiwa,
there ' s lot of old homes bui.Ld and new homes are build. And some of
the homes. was brought; in, yeah. And place on certai.n property. See,
then, the ischool over t.here , Taish.o Gakko, that school had an old
building .. And .that school building till 1946 tidal wave wen got hit.
And then coupIe years back , they build a new school bui.Id.ing , a two
story buiId.ing . And t.he church.... in fact, that old building, they
tore down t.he old building, rhen , the church was buiI t where 'wooden
~ .."t~C::~~l~e._.!!Q~ .. _ _I _qQ!1-_'t knQw_.wh~tJ1.~Ith~Y~_Te gQ_ing ro do.. ·a~aY with
-tlla't -and t.hey t re going to slap rhe new building that they build. Then
right along that boat harbor is another homes over there. Right
alongside the river. And they used to have a Miner family and
Yosh ikawa faiTIily. Then , see, right over there, they used to get blg
stone, like that . You can go fish. over there for' holehole like that,
but' tod.ay, a.ll over there is dredge arid you don't f i.nd th6-se big rock
any more. And they have a cave, like that, where the waves washed
and you could see the llolehole swinmi.ng around.

(PN chuckles)

GK: But you don't see that. But then you. can see by the breakwat.er , but
today you cannot see those. Those homes was really old, old, old. .
Then fur ther back, there's an old homes, but the old. homes have gone,
too" Used to lye a s i ght ,you know, all thosepla.ces . Then, there t s
the Anahul.u stream, way inside. TIley call 'em "rnankotnni." It's a
mango valley, you call that. And over there, everytime get flood,
those big black ..QQlJ, you ca.ll that gori, t.hey used to come here from
way in. the mourrtain. Used to wash down. So I used to hook those.
Used to sell 'em to the Filipinos.

PN: You used to eat that?

GK: No. I don't care for that, because the smell. Filipinos eat that ..
Then way back, on this side, by the Twin Bri.dge' that river used to
get big kind of what t.hey cal I pakeopu, eh , Chinese call 'em pangee.
Big like t.hi s, you now? About this big. Those big OTI.es. Just see
'em swim like that.

PN: . You guys used to hook that, too?

GI(: No. Some of t.hem hook and they will eat it. Chi.nese , they would like
that. They used to get lot of frogs on that stream, too. See, I
remember way back when I was working Hawaii.an Pine, those Filipino
guys, they know where to go. Way down by Di.Lli.nghams place, you know.
There's a stream coming down.. You go ovor there, and the river is not
too big, you know, It's a s11a110"" river over there .. Some place
011ly get about two feet water, ki.nd of puddl e like and t.hen get rocks
over there. And then the water woul.d wash over. The water's flowing
cons tantIy , but no t too much, Goes over the water and you find the
frogs on the side, and just go there 'wi th your Flashl i.ght , pick it up
and go back and the Filipinos would kill and eat it. But, then, I
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don't care for frogs.

ePN laughs)

PN: lVhat else you guys used to do when you guys were small?

GK·: .See, way ba.ck, when small time, we used. t'o catch papaya birds . You
know, papa.ya birds? Ki11d of whitish black. It's bigger than me] .iro ,
'Then, SOlTIe you have yellow over he re and orange over here. And they
~o11· ~.. ike.. tI1~ ~l:i~~~~!l..!O11~I'. ... Wl~~~ ci0 Y<211 s:a1~ ~h.C:l~Z ..W~~h.Cl.c3.
'yellow' I)·i'id.' 'What do you' call' that"yel'low bird?'' German Roller. 011,
let's see. Had another name for th.at. Th.at was the kind. Even, today,
still the)! around. Papaya bird. And everytime you see papaya ripe,
you know, they go ~~d pick the papaya.

PN : How you guys used to catch the bird?

GK: You used to make a net with the wire, like that." Use the fishnet,
th.en you put on string, then we put the papaya inside. It' 11 come
hopping up and up, and when he go inside, we let go the net.

PN: And what you guys used to do with the bird?

GK: We used to keep "em, Then it would sing.

PN: Wh.at else }TOU folks used to do?

GI(: Then we used to go torching. Right alongsid.e where had the Japanese
schoo.Lj vthere ' sa shallow reef. WIlen the water is no t rough , certain
n i ght , the water is about thi.s deep, about four .inches about 'six inches,
then we go wi t.h the torch. And we look for squid and sometime we find'
fish, eh. Kumu, like that. .

PN: What kind torch you guys .... how you make the torch?

GK: We used to get a bag and kerosene, eh.

PN: Soak 'em inside?

GK: Yeah, soak 'em inside.

PN: And what a.bout the spear like that?

GK: Well, the spear you would make wi th wire .. Get wire like that. Make
sharp the point.

PN: What other .kind t.hings you folks did?

GI(:What other things? 011, then, right over herewith a electric pole go
along right on this road over here, they used to have about one dozen
mango trees and r i ght along on this yard, too. Then my neighbor had
one big house over there, too. Had the mango trees. We used to climb
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the mango trees and they used to have one Chi.nese mango and it's one
cross with Chinese mango. The trees was planted, maybe" every about
twelve or f i f tcen feet. The branches comes down so we used to cross
from one tree to another. And we used to pic~ mango when mango
season . The11 'they used to have those rose appl es , 'and eat it. And
even that Mankot.ani , we used to go ave!" 'the're and pick mangos, too,
see, and nice mangos , big kind mangos , Then during our early teenager
days, we used to go down when I was working pineapple, we used to
p i ck mountain a.pple. You like mount.ai.nupp.Ie?

PN: Yeah.

GI(: Go in tile valley. There's a lot +'h,....,.....,...
L.IIc; 1. c:; •

PN: Whatvalle)T?

GK: Way down in' one of that val Ley near Waimea Fall.' Go way .ins i de. That t s
one of the b i g gulches . TIley have several gulches up 'toward that Waimea
pineapple camp. Today, I don't think you' can go there. They' have 'em
all in sugar now. So you have to go in later part of June or July,
that's when you have the seasons~

PN: Just go ove~ there eat 'em all?

GK: Yeah, eat 'em all. I mean, pick whatever you can then we leave back
some, youknow.

PN: You guys used to go to the movies?

'GK: Ycah , 011ce in a while, we used to gq. Then at the pineapple camp,
they used to .hol.d movie every once a month. Then I used to be the
taxi driver. (Laughs)

J?N: You had one car?

GK: No, it was just boarding house one. So I used to take the boys to
movi.c like that. Sometime bring in town. You know, play.' .

PN: Wllat t.hat? They would pay you so much to ...

GK: No.

PN: They just let you use the car? From the board.ing house?

GK: YeaJ1.

PN: WJlat 'you guys 'used to do in town?

GK: ' Sightseeing.

(Laughter)
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PN: How often you go town?

GI(: Once a morrth , like t.hat.. Twice a month.. Yeah, those days, we used
to travel, all our groups. Say, "Eh, let's go downtown." After
payday, like that , eh,we go downtown.

PN: MIatels e ?

GK: Wha.t else? Yea.h, way back, they used to have baseball game. The
senior Icagues . We used to watch tha.t seI1.~<?!,~~?-g~~~_JJ!~YlJ$~d,tQ
haveWa,ialua-'Garagewayback;yoliKri6w-~ Behi.nd Waialua Garage, they
used. to get one ball field over there. Then, we used to watch the
baseball game over there. Then at Waialua had another team. Haleiwa
had, one team and WaialllCl had another team, too. VJatch t11e baseball
games on Sunday.

PN: What was the'teams made up of?

GK: Mostly .Iapanese ,

PN: 'But there'll be sugar workers 'and then what about the Haleiwa team?
Just made up of anybody corne out?

GK: 011, those days, get good players. Haleiwa team.

PN: You gllYS never used to play ball?

GK: No.

PN: Wh,at about dating, like that? You guys used to date?

GK: Naw, We just (Laughs) ..... we don't date no girls.

Pl~ : (Laughter) No t like now days.

GK: yeah, not like now days. 'Those youngboys , they're too fast, eh.

(Laughter')

PN: How you met your wife?

GK: I met my wife at Walliawa when .I was massaging. I had a .s tudi.o at
Wahia\va.

1)1~: Oh, I see., Remember anything else about the farm like that? You were
helping youI' parents ....

GK: Helping my parents. See, those days, I had no gripe as to why I got to
work. I used to help my parents.

PN: ~Vhat time you folks 'used to get up?

GK: You mean, to help the parents?
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PN: Yeah.

GK: I used to after school. Saturday and Sunday. But today kids, you tell
"em but they don't want to get up. These are two different trend.
They carl sleep till late. They th.ink nothing of it. The only thing I
have to wake them up otherwise. But when they say got to go certain
place, they would get up early and go.

(PN laughs)

GK-:But- r- hop-etlleywill--cnange-; -fh.crygn.-- -TaIways-telI'enf;-nY6ugiiys- -got"
to get up early in the morning. If you miss. your mo rni.ng, 'as means
you're out for the day already." So I always tell them, "The place to
train clny child or any boy or girl is at home. !'Jot 'A/hen you go out
and look for jobs. It's too late already because you have to be
trained, (so) that when you go out, you be able to work." So I tell
my boys, "See, you out of luck if you don't have training." Because
there's a lot'of kids, they train at home. When'they go out to work,
they train. Nothing to the~, you know. But lot of times if you not
trained, you will get inferiority complex because you don't know how
to start, where to start. And rthe guy tell you something you cannot
cope wi t.h it, because your mind is not t.rained , your hands not t.rained.
That's why in my case, when I went to work IS, I get ncprohlem,

. because I was trained at home. I used to help my parents. I no
grumble. I just do my work. So when I Went out to work, those d.ays,
15 years (old) or so, we used to get man pay, youkn.ow. $1.6S. And
that's a man''.s pay. $1.65 a day. That's the differencetoda.y and way
back. 1930s... .

PN: And you got $1.65 because you. were keeping the books?

GK: No, no, no. That's working for the plantation. I mean ~he pineapple
planta.tion.

PN: That was jus t a part time job' you said?

GK: No, that was full time job. Yeah, I used to work two jobs, eh. But,
today, I don't know.

PN: The other. job was ....what you was doing?

GK: I used to help the boarding. Wash dishes ...

PN: Where was t.hi.s boardi.ng house?

GK: That.' s t.he Ivaimea Pi.neapple Camp , And I used to get free board and
used to be $11 a month and board.

PN: Because you went to school, that's howyou know keep books like that?

GI(: No. There ' s n.othing hard,

PI\]: How you got t.hat job? .Jus t app ly?



GK: "VeIl no. I used to go help. He say, "You want to go part time?"
Because I used to eat over there at the boarding house, And they were
looking for someone to help them, anyway. So I helped them sell
goods and make out the bi l.L and after t.hat , the later part .say , "You
gs> make rhe bill. Make the report so we can take it easy.'"

PN: "WIl0 owned that boarding house?
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GK: Mr. Ltsuo Sakai. Mter he left, after the store was closed, 11e moved
--to"-Hale-iwa-:where- the-Kulawai··--Irrig-atian-have·····this·······store·the-re-:--He
operate that store, then later part of '50s, I think, they started
corporation between Koichi Kato, Itsuo Sakai, and Ted Haga, three of
them. they form KIT's sunermarket. K stands for Koichi~ I stand for
Itsuo and" rrstcind for Ted Haga , - So they put KITs K- I -T. 'As three
guys. . So, the two of them is still Li.ving and this guy- - ··Koichi Kato
--lle's the youngest of the partners .inrthe corporation. He passed
away at age of what? Fi.fty- three OT four. For the ether two are still
living.

PN: And t.hi s boarding house. What kind of people used to' stay there?

GK: Boarding house, most of the guys boarding was single guys. Like
single Filipino guys, single Japanee .boys and. had some Hawaiian boys ,
But gradually they moved out. Because they go look for outside job ..
So most of them, they moved out.

PN: They were working where?

GK: VVhat they do is this. .Then , when you apply the job with the Hawaiian
Pineapple, because you s ingl e man, you young boy, you .don' t know how
to cook .. And they have a hig boarding house. Just like cafeteria.
They cook over there and you have a stove over there.. You have a long
table where you can eat. They would prepare all your breakfast ffi1d .

your cho i ce of miso soup, coffee, rice wi th egg for breakfast. TIlen
you e i ther can have coffee .cocoa or bread with butter, something Li.ke
tllat,yeah. Then Iunch , they would prepare you .... you get your lunch
can. Two decker type. 111e bottom is rice. Anel on top they 'pu~t

e i t.hcr cook fish wi t.h tSllkenlono or long rice wi th meat and tsukemono
or fried egg. 11105e scrambled. eggs, with something else. Then,- that
is for Lunch. Then a.fter work you go and. t.ake a shower. So, about
5 0' clock, you go with your friends. Go over there, you know. All·
the dinncr meal.s iare prepared ,.only t.hlng they serve 011e cho i ce , maybe
two choices . lVlla.t you warrt , they serve you and then you sit down eat.
TI1C11 they would. just go home and, go to their own house, So they had
single YOOnl quartcrs . TIley had some hOTIleS for married couple, too.
But lTIOSt of the single guys 'used to board at the boarding house.
Something like university, you bl0W,how they get those dormitories.

PN : Oh, I see. .

GK: Same t.hi.ng , but different set-up.



PN: And the married people, }10W much would rhey have to pay for housing?

GK: .Those days was£ree, I t.hi.nk , You don't pay.

PN: But if you live in the boarding house, you have to pay?

GK: No.' The boardinghouse is something like tlllS,yOll know .. It's
somct.hing Iikc cafeteria, or cafetor.i um , Okay? 'There' sthis one
secti on wherc you would prepare rhc food. Then t hoyhave a '1011g
table whcro.you can serve. A table where they woul.d serve you. Used
to have a ···E0lIDteryOll-pie:k-upyou-Y-foCJd-; -l~hen-all····-thetables-are
lined up like this in rows. So, you would pick your food and go
to the table. And on 'the table you have 5 hoyu , ketchup , salt, and
pepper, .and whatever. .Eat, t.hcn after tha.t.~I t.h ink theplate was
left on tile table and some guys would 'pick it up. You know, I
would pick :it up because I used to help the boy pick it up and take 'em
by the sink, wash ., em and pu t 'ern away.

PN: And you worked there, what? Seven years?

GK: Seven year, nine months.

PN: Did you go to Japanese language school like that?

GK: Yeah. We used to go Ln elementary school, t hen T went to high
school , we used t.o go to .Japancse school. One hour a day.

PN: Where was this?

GK: Th i s was Ta i sho Gakko . 13y Haleiwa, over t.hett-by HaIe.iwa Surf . One
hour a day, five days a week. I wonder if we used toha.ve Saturda.y?
Gee, I forgot. '[hen I went night school when I was working at Hawa i i an
Pine for only short while. Then qui.t.. Whatever I learned, cannot
keep it. I can speak a. little, but I don't hardly use ,so ....

PN: Most of it you learned from your 'parents?

GK: At school. What I learned, I still .remember some , because I don't
speak at all. T mingle with Filipino, mingle with local boys , We
hardly t.al.k .Japanese , So whatever you learn, .you just ....

PN: Your parents s~nt you to Japanese school?

GK: YecU1, they sent us.

PN: About }10\A! long did you go? HOvJ long you attended school?

GK: Until n.int.h grade. Then after that, I went night school and then
I quit e

PN: How was the sensei? Strict?

GK: Strict.

122
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(Laughte-r)

PN: Did you have all)! conta.ct or relations with the plantation people
WhC11 you were young like that?

GK: Tn what WclYS?

PN: Like you said you went to movi es once a month there, 3Ild anyt.hing ...

GK: See, most of 0111' relation was vthrough school , We used to go to same
sc;h()()] s: .. E)()J!1c; ()·g t]!()~.~ classmate, s t.ilI..w~knQw~ac:hQther, wc_ talk
about-- old- tiTnes--. - -- --

PN: I guess, we' 11 end. it here .

(Tape is shut off and then turned on agai n.)

PN: ...no, but vi f you can tell us .... WJ1Y don't you?

GK: Ri ght off Kam Highway , you go up a dirt road, t.here ' s a smal l f.i cl d
and you go r i gh t <lawn and t.here ' s aplace called Pump 3, Camp , AI1d
t.he re ' s [-;] Pum11 over there that feeds the water to the sugar pl ant.at ion
fields. AJICl you have a big whce l thatplIDlpS. And they used to have
men that work right t.hrough the clock. I think two persons had to
mai nt.a in the engine. You had to oil certain parts of t ha.t pump
because the big hugo wheel t.hat turns around wi th that t hi.ng , justpl.unp
li ko that. And it was a p.i s t.on t.ype pump. And cvcntuall y , plarrtat i on
did away with that !)unlI), feeding through oil, hut now, it's all
cont.rol led c l cctricalIy . All with the push-but ton from the Waialua
Mi l l, ()PCT1 all tllat pumps , All e lcct roni c , al I push-button. And
eV'CIl the pump t.hey set up at where the. pineapple stand. is locate.d, there's
a drip j l'rigation·. pU1l1p over rhere . And even over there is set up aI '
by t he Mill. Push-but ton and all that place irrigate. You know, all
time clock. On those cement flumes and gates, there's a .Iapanese
time clock .. And tile gate would. close or open by itself when it was
t i mc . So the '\vorkers are covering bigger a-rea t han before
Before they used to work about ten or maybe twenty acres. But now,
1 t.h.i nk they going hundred acres, you k11QW. liund reel fifty acres. 'They
get hi ggcr area they covcr , And tJl0SC people, the)! get, 1 think, cont.ract
for taking care :;0 many area and then, whatever tonnage plus they would
get ha:«: P~)y so much I)CY day. But t hen ; whutever they woul.d jnake
so IlHICh bonus after the crop is harvested. So far, nobody covered
for you on the r-ianta.tion tIn kine?

PN: No.

GK: How the plantat ion ' s operating? You kIlow,plaTltatio11, too, the
mills are set UI), new, too. Everyt i mc , t hcy irnprovc the mill.
)01.1 know, for more producti 011 so you can grind more sugar . Because
you're t ak i ng .in rnore acreage on all that p.ineappIe Land, So
that one time p.i.neapple wasn't selling as good. The plantation, same
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campany , took away some of t.he pineapple land intosu.gar, but 110W the
pi.neappl e , because the demand is greater now,or because the canned
goods are selling more, fresh pineapple is selling more, so they want
to take some of t.he Land back, but plantation they won't give t em back,
now.

PN: One other question just came to my mi.nd. Like, you say, that they'
going to develop in this area right where you guys living? What's
go~ng to happen to your farm, like that?

GK: ASG.fJuly, I···· have t.o d0 away with- this·· field} so I piGked up another
field.

PN: Is that the one by the Mormon Church?

GK: Mannon Church, yeah.

PN: How many acres is this right 110re?

GK: Oh , right over here, I t.h.ink almos t four acres, I t.hi.nk ,

PN: They going take this house, too, and everything?

GK: No, no, no. This is separate.

PN: 011, I see. JlISt up till he re.

GK: Go right oyer here and goes up to that other housing development' over
'there ..

PN: And how many acres you got on the other side?

GK: I get about 5.77 ....

PN: Get any more things you remember about?

GK: Thcre ' s lot of things I recall, but I don't know..

PN: We·I I , thank you for your time.

END OF TNrrEl~VII~W
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