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NewsBriefs
Final oral on high-risk students 
today

 “ The Hidden School: 
Exploring the Culture of High-
Risk Students,” an education final 
oral, will take place today from 2 
to 4 p.m. at Wist Hall, room 115.
 For more information, call 
956-8500.

Galtung journalism lecture 
today

 “Media and the Coming 
Decline and Fall of the U.S. 
Empire,” a lecture about jour-
nalism, will take place today 
from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. at the 
Kuykendall Auditorium, located 
on the first floor of Kuykendall 
Hall. 
 Johan Galtung will present 
this lecture. Galtung is a scholar 
who has published more than 50 
books and is often thought of as 
being the founder of peace stud-
ies. He has taught at the University 
of Hawai‘i Spark M. Matsunaga 
Institute for Peace, and has served 

as a conflict resolution facilitator 
between North Korea and South 
Korea, as well as in other areas of 
the world.
 The journalism program of 
the School of Communications is 
sponsoring this event.
 For more information, call 
journalism professor Beverly 
Keever at 956-3781, or e-mail her 
at bkeever@hawaii.edu.

Children’s books on sale at 
UHM Bookstore

 All children’s books will be 
on sale for 20 percent off at the 
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa 
Bookstore until Saturday, Oct. 15. 
 For more information, call 
Puna Nouchi at 956-4338, or e-
mail pnouchi@hawaii.edu.

Aquaculture seminar today

 “ The Integration of 
Biotechnology in the Solution of 
Urgent Aquaculture Problems,” 
part of the Hawai‘i Natural Energy 
Institute Seminar Series, will take 

place today from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
at the POST Building, room 723.
 David J. Kyle will present this 
seminar. Kyle is from the Advanced 
BioNutrition Corporation in 
Columbia, MD. 
 Over the past 10 years, aqua-
culture has had a rapidly increasing 
impact on global food security, the 
alleviation of poverty and income 
generation in rural areas. With its 
rapid expansion, the industry is 
now facing challenges in disease 
control and its impact on the envi-
ronment, which were previously 
faced by the terrestrial agriculture 
industry 20 years ago. 
 Using modern biotechnol-
ogy and fermentation engineering, 
people have been able to develop a 
commercially feasible and renew-
able replacement for fish meal and 
fish oil in aquaculture feeds that 
is based on the microalgal pro-
duction of certain essential fatty 
acids. Such a replacement not only 
ensures the sustainability of the 
industry in the long run, but also 
provides for a safer, healthier and 
higher value product for the con-

sumer, which can also be labeled 
as “organic.”
 This event is free of charge 
and open to the general public.
 The Hawai‘i Natural Energy 
Institute of UHM is sponsoring 
this event.
 For more information, call the 
Hawai‘i Natural Energy Institute 
at 956-8890, e-mail mkamiya@
hawaii.edu, or go to www.hnei.
hawaii.edu.

East-West Center economics 
lecture tomorrow

 “ H o m e  E c o n o m i c s : 
Nationalism and the Making of 
‘Migrant Workers’ in Canada” will 
take place tomorrow from 12 to 
1:30 p.m. at the East-West Center 
Burns Hall, room 2118.
 Nandita Sharma will present 
this lecture. Sharma is an assistant 
professor in the School of Social 
Sciences at York University in 
Toronto, Canada. 
 Sharma will discuss the ongo-
ing significance of nationalist 
ideas of ‘home’ to the restructur-

ing of nationalized labor markets. 
 The East-West Center 
International Cultural Studies 
Certificate Program is sponsoring 
this event.
 For more information, call 
Kalawaia Moore at 944-7243, or 
e-mail culture@hawaii.edu.

American travel accounts lec-
ture tomorrow

 “Different Islands, Different 
Experiences: American Travel 
Accounts of Samoa and Hawai‘i” 
will take place tomorrow from 12 
to 1 p.m. in the History Department 
Library at Sakamaki Hall, room 
A201.
 Professor Diana L. Ahmad will 
present this lecture. Ahmad is from 
the University of Missouri-Rolla.
 This event is free of charge and 
open to the general public.
 The history department is spon-
soring this event.
 For more information, call his-
tory professor Peter Hoffenberg at 
956-8497, or e-mail him at peterh@
hawaii.edu.

By Jenn Boneza
Ka Leo Staff Writer

 The Internet has contributed 
to the image of degradation in the 
lives of Filipino women and caused 
the feminization of migration out 
of the Philippines, according to 
a lecture that was given by Fred 
Magdalena on Sept. 29, entitled 
“New Media, Old Media and Cross-
Cultural Miscommunication in a 
Troubled Region.”
 The presentation focused on the 
negative and positive effects of old 
versus new media in the Philippines.
 Magdalena said one of the nega-
tive impacts of the Internet has been 
the increasing popularity of the mail-
order bride industry.  
 “The Internet has a shop-
ping forum for Filipino women,” 
Magdalena said. “There are a lot of 
Web sites, chat rooms and match-
making establishments fostered on 
the Internet that encourage mar-
riage between Filipino women and 
foreign husbands.”
 One of the most popular Web 
sites is actually run from Hawai‘i, 
according to Magdalena.
 More than 150,000 Filipino 
women migrated to the United States 
as mail-order brides over the past 
10 years, according to statistics 
Magdalena said he obtained from 
the U.S. government. He also said 

that more than 13 percent of the visa 
applications that the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service processed 
in 2002 were for mail-order brides 
seeking permanent residence in the 
United States. 
 The large number of women 
being bought and sold like commodi-
ties has stigmatized Filipino women.
 “The Internet lowered the status 
of women and lowered their image 
socially,” Magdalena said.
 Although the new medium has 
had negative effects on Filipino 
women, it has helped the country in 
other ways.
 The Internet closed the gap of 
miscommunication that the old medi-
um perpetuated between the Muslim 
and Christian communities of 
Mindanao, an area in the Philippines, 
according to Magdalena.
 “The new media has allowed 
a forum for the exchange of ideas,” 
Magdalena said. “The dialogue has 
helped ease the conflict.”
 In regard to which medium 
is better, Magdalena said that he 
thought they were both important.
 With the old medium you can-
not interrupt or get an immediate 
response; the new medium is more 
volatile because it can disappear in 
an instant.
 Magdalena’s speech was 
the second in a series of lec-
tures entitled “Eying our Media-

Made World,” sponsored by Ka 
Leo O Hawai‘i, the UH Society 
of Professional Journalists, the 
Center for Philippine Studies and 
the journalism and communication 
departments at UHM.

 Johan Galtung, author and dean 
of International Studies, will present 
“Media and the Coming Decline and 
Fall of the U.S. Empire” Tuesday, 
Oct. 4, from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. at 
Kuykendall Auditorium, in conjunc-

tion with the lecture series. For more 
information about Galtung’s presenta-
tion or a list of upcoming speakers in 
the “Eying our Media-Made World” 
lecture series, contact bkeever@
hawaii.edu, or call 956-3781.

Guest speaker says internet degrades Filipino women

(l-r) Ryan Ya-
suda of Manoa 
enjoys an Ital-
ian Ice with his 
son Nolan at 
the UHFCU 50th 
Birthday Bash 
at Andrews 
Amphitheatre 
on Sunday, 
September 25, 
2005.

KAINOA VALENTE
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Father and son enjoy Birthday Bash



leaves Andrew awe-
struck. Feeling par-
tially responsible for 
her circumstances, 
he convinces Li Chi 
to leave Adrian’s 
house and move into 
his place.
 The events that 
follow are enter-
tainingly unpre-
dictable, as the plot 
twists and turns its 
way to Miami for a 
finale that will give 
viewers something 
to think about on 
the car ride home. 
If the story doesn’t 
give you enough to 

think about, Jose Canseco’s cameo 
appearance surely will.
 This movie was a treat to 
watch, and I found myself laugh-
ing constantly at its subtle, and at 
times, dark humor. The themes that 
Gurland and Botko explore make 
“Mail Order Wife” memorable 
because they rarely receive atten-
tion in the entertainment industry, 
though they resonate with all of us.
 We often stare at the sky, 
determined to make out the silver 
lining in every passing cloud. This 
is especially true in matters of 
romance, and this film displayed 
a fair amount of courage 
in attempting to tackle 
the nitty-gritty aspects of 
love and our fight against 
loneliness. I have a feeling 
that the cynics, along with 
those who have forsaken 
the idea of love and hap-
piness being synonymous, 
will particularly enjoy this 
production. It will bring 
a feeling of validation to 
almost anyone who has 
been fortunate — or unfor-
tunate — enough to be in 
love.
 The characters were 
especially alluring in that 
they were multidimensional. 
Just when I thought that I 
had a particular character 
pegged, something would 
take place to change my 
opinion, particularly with 
Andrew. It was also inter-

esting to watch the characters grow 
and develop throughout the course 
of the movie. In a good story, the 
characters will come away from an 
experience with something new, or 
experience some kind of change. 
The film’s ending is satisfactory 
in this aspect of storytelling. The 
actors were believable and did an 
excellent job. Adrian Martinez was 
incredible to watch. I didn’t know 
whether to detest his character or to 
feel extremely sorry for him.
 Shot in a rough, documentary 
style, the cinematography of “Mail 
Order Wife” was attention-grabbing. 
As we ride this current wave of real-
ity entertainment, viewers will have 
no trouble with the sometimes grainy 
footage or the shaky camera shots. 
I had a problem with the film’s 
tendency to break away from its 
documentary format for story clari-
fication. There were moments when 
the film felt more like a movie 
than a documentary. Other than that, 
everything was tops.
 This was definitely one of the 
more entertaining movies I’ve seen in 
a long time and it is hands down worth 
seeing. I give it two thumbs up.

 Mail Order Bride is available for 
sale today in stores.

By Spencer Kealamakia
Ka Leo Contributing Writer     

 Writer and director duo Andrew 
Gurland and Huck Botko have taken 
on unsung relationship themes of 
despondency, desperation, loneli-
ness and selfishness to assemble the 
‘mockumentary’ film “Mail Order 
Wife.” What viewers can expect to 
see in this disturbingly funny film is 
the stinky underside of love in all of 
its sobering glory.
 Adrian, played by Adrian 
Martinez, is a morose, overweight 
New Yorker living in Queens. He has a 
stable job as a doorman for an upscale 
housing complex, owns a house and 
drives a Cadillac El Dorado — every-
thing a woman could want in a man. 
Somewhat disenchanted and down on 
his luck with the dating scene, Adrian 
teams up with the documentary film-
maker Andrew, played by Andrew 
Gurland, in a search for the ever-elu-
sive pot at the end of the rainbow: love 
and companionship.

 In his search for a spouse, 
Adrian takes a road less traveled 
and goes through a mail-order bride 
catalog. In exchange for Andrew 
picking up the expenses of the 
bride-to-be, including the catalog 
agency’s fee and her plane fare, 
Adrian will allow the entire experi-
ence to be documented on film. 
 When Li Chi, played by 
Eugenia Yuan, arrives at the airport, 
there are no flying sparks and the air 
is absent of magic. She is extremely 
timid and makes more eye con-
tact with the floor than she makes 
with Adrian. Adrian displays all the 
awkwardness of a man who’s never 
been in the presence of a woman, 
save his mother.
 After a hasty courthouse 
marriage, Adrian wastes no time 
in showing Li Chi her domestic 
responsibilities, which include 
replacing the toilet paper accord-
ing to Adrian’s specifications (“over 
the top and going down”), cooking 
chili and feeding live rats to his 
pet snake, Chippwich. As merely a 

voice behind the camera throughout 
these experiences, Andrew begins to 
break his objectivity as the director 
when he questions Adrian about the 
servant-like treatment of Li Chi.
 The film reaches a boil-
ing point when, without Li Chi’s 
knowledge, Adrian takes her in for 
a gynecological consultation con-
cerning sterilization. Upon learning 
the nature of the visit, she franti-
cally opposes it and storms out of 
the doctor’s office. The incident 
increases Andrew’s skepticism of Li 
Chi’s treatment, and it compels him 
to leave his comfort zone behind 
the camera to confront Adrian. This 
marks the first time that the viewer 
puts a face with the filmmaker’s 
voice. Not surprisingly, Adrian is 
anything but accepting of Andrew’s 
judgment and immediately ends fur-
ther production of the film.
 Five weeks later, Li Chi shows 
up at Andrew’s door with a video 
displaying the extent of her hus-
band’s grossly domineering and 
even sadistic personality. The tape 

‘Mail Order Wife’ a cure for loneliness
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Adrian Martinez, 
Eugenia Yuan and 

Andrew Garland 
star in “Mail Order 

Wife,” a “mocku-
mentary” film that  
humorously depicts 

a mail-order 
bride's ordeal.
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Compiled by MJ Bjers
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 Improv This! is a group of students, actors and perform-
ers who get together and perform fast-paced improvisational 
comedy, a la “Whose Line is it Anyway?” All skill levels are 
represented and first-time participants are encouraged to come 
and bring friends. Visitors are welcome to jump in at any point 
or sit back and enjoy the show. The festivities kick off Fridays at 
4:15 p.m. at Kennedy Theatre. Check the chalkboard or e-mail 
anderson@math.hawaii.edu to be added to the Improv This! 
mailing list. 

 The University of Hawai‘i Journalism Department is spon-
soring a lecture session today at 10:30 a.m. in the Kuykendall 
Auditorium. The lecture is being given by UH professor Johan 
Galtung and is titled “Media and the Coming Decline and Fall 
of the U.S. Empire.” Galtung is gaining recognition in the aca-
demic community and has published more than 50 books. He is 
an authority on peace studies and his experience should make for 
an interesting and informative lecture.

 A “Preparing for the Interview Workshop” is being held at 
the Student Services Center today at 1 p.m. The event is spon-
sored by Career Services and will cover different techniques to 
approach the art of interviewing. The workshop will be in room 
208. Sign-up in room 212F or call 956-8136.

 This Friday, UHM is holding three seminars that are sure to 
appeal to any taste. The first, “Learning About Sperm Function 
by Understanding its Unique Chromatin Structure,” is being 
held at 3 p.m. in HIG 410 and is sponsored by the microbiology 
department. The second, “When Genomes Collide: Consequences 
of Hybridization Between Divergent Populations,” is being given 
by the zoology department in St. John 011B at 3:30 p.m. “Polar 
Wanderings,” sponsored by the geology and geophysics depart-
ment, will be at POST 723 at 4 p.m.

 Didn’t see your club meeting? Want to promote an upcom-
ing workshop or lecture? Let us know about your upcoming 
events. E-mail calendar@kaleo.org. Make sure to include the 
who, what, where and when.

Clubs, Lectures, and 
Workshops Calendar
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By Sabrina Favors
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 Among professional writ-
ers in Hawai‘i, the Maui Writers 
Conference is a big deal. However, 
not everyone can go when it 
comes around in the summer. John 
Frederick, president of the Honolulu 
chapter of the National Writers 
Association, will give a talk about 
what he experienced and learned at 
this summer’s conference. The talk 
is today at the Kahala Mall Barnes & 
Noble, from 7 p.m. to about 9 p.m.
 “[The Maui Writers Conference] 
is an internationally recognized semi-
nar ... It’s a great way to get involved 
in writing more,” Frederick said in a 
phone interview.
 The Maui Writers Conference 
was split into two parts, a retreat that 
featured seminars, workshops and 
other activities designed to better a 
writer’s craft and a conference that 
allowed authors to network with pub-
lished writers, editors and agents.
 Frederick will focus on the top 
seminars he attended at the confer-
ence and relay what speakers there 
said. Frederick said that by the end of 
the talk, “[people on O‘ahu] will be 
up to date on the writing world.”
 Frederick is a published author. 
Most of his books draw on his experi-
ence with scuba diving and boating. 
He is currently working on short sto-
ries and a couple of full-length books. 
“Humor Underwater” is a collection 
of about 100 short stories on his div-
ing experiences. 
 There is one poet in the Honolulu 
chapter; the rest of the members are 
book writers. Frederick added  that 

one of the writers is 
working on memoirs. 
There is no focus on a 
particular form of writ-
ing or genre.
 “Right now, we’re 
planning on publishing 
an anthology,” Robert 
T. Tanouye, co-founder 
of the NWA Honolulu 
chapter, said.
 The association 
published their first 
anthology, “Literary 
Breezes from 
Hawai‘i,” last year. It 
contained a collection 
of short stories written 
by members.
 “We’re halfway 
there,” Frederick said in 
regards to their second 
anthology.
 The second anthology will be 
a collection of short stories by writ-
ers within the association. The NWA 
Honolulu chapter is looking for outside 
writers to contribute as well.
 Besides talks, such as the one 
today, the NWA also runs workshops 
and critique sessions. Critiques are held 
at Kapuna 1, 1015 N. School St. #A-
802. Members bring in 10 copies of a 
five to six page excerpt from their cur-
rent writing project for everyone to read 
and make suggestions. Tanouye will 
conduct the next workshop on the first 
Tuesday in November.
 The NWA Honolulu chapter offers 
several different kinds of workshops for 
beginning writers. The workshops range 
in subject, from structure to writing with 
your senses rather than relying solely 

on visual descriptions. Workshops are 
open to members and non-members.
 Anyone interested in becoming 
a member can send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to Tanouye at the 
Kapuna 1 address, or pick up an 
application at any of the monthly 
events. Writers benefit from join-
ing by having their work included 
in the anthology. Being a mem-
ber also helps with networking, 
Tanouye said.
 Editors will listen more to writ-
ers who have already been pub-
lished, and members can obtain 
information on techniques and 
advice that can help them improve 
their writing, Frederick said.

The talk about the Maui Writers 
Conference is open to the public, as are 
the other events run by the Honolulu 
Chapter of the NWA.

NWA Honolulu chapter offers 
writing workshops and seminars

COURTESY PHOTO • NatioNaL writers associatioN

John Frederick, president of the Honolulu chapter of 
the National Writers Association will be giving a talk 
this evening at the Barnes and Noble in Kahala Mall.
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By Malie Matsumoto
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 In the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, the Gulf Coast is begin-
ning to rebuild. At the moment, the 
estimated cost of restoration is over $200 
billion. This is about half of the budget 
for the war in Iraq for three years.
 In order to finance such a large 
undertaking, the House has come up 
with a plan called Operation Offset. 
The purpose of this proposal is to 
reduce the budget by $500 billion over 
the next 10 years. The plan has six sec-
tions and calls for cuts equaling about 
$950 billion — or $949,674,000,000 
— over the next 10 years. 
 These budget cuts come from ser-
vices for the underprivileged, the old, 
the sick, the minorities and the down-
trodden. The majority of people suffer-
ing from the effects of the hurricanes fit 
this description.
 The proposed cuts include $225 bil-
lion from Medicaid (health insurance for 
the underprivileged), $200 billion from 
Medicare (health care for the elderly and 
disabled), $25 billion from the Centers 
for Disease Control, $6.7 billion from 
school lunches for children from under-
privileged families, $7.5 billion from 
programs fighting AIDS, $8.5 billion to 
eliminate all subsidized loans to gradu-
ate students, $2.5 billion to eliminate the 
Hydrogen Fuel Initiative (the program 
trying to decrease our dependency on 
fossil fuel) and $4.8 billion to eliminate 
all funding for the Safe and Drug-Free 
schools program.
 From these cuts listed above, the 
government will gain $480 billion. The 
Center for American Progress came up 
with another plan that won’t cut into nec-

essary human service areas. For instance, 
roll back the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts for 
the nation’s wealthiest one percent. That’s 
$327 billion right there. Clarifying the 
definition of offshore tax shelters would 
provide $65 billion. Eliminate unneces-
sary Department of Defense weapons 
programs, such as space weapon devel-
opment. There’s another $200 billion.  
For a complete list of cuts in the alternate 
plan, check out www.thinkprogress.org.
 ABC News reported that despite 
the natural and human-made disasters 
our country has faced, President Bush 
intends to go forward with his plan 
for a $1.6 trillion tax cut. While many 
Americans would probably enjoy fork-
ing over less of their hard-earned money 
to the government, it seems that most 
would prefer to continue paying what 
they are if the money supports rebuild-
ing the Gulf Coast and assisting the 
people in that area.
 As of Sept. 29, 2005, the national 
debt was $7,923,745,668,244. That’s 
seven trillion, nine hundred twenty-three 
billion, seven hundred forty-five million, 
six hundred sixty-eight thousand, two 
hundred forty-four dollars. To watch the 
Debt Clock for yourself, go to www.
brillig.com. For nearly a year now, the 
national debt has been rising by about 
$1.5 billion a day.
 Despite all of this information, the 
Bush administration intends to push 
through with their proposed budget cuts. 
With this line of thinking and planning, 
the Bush administration will help the 
people of the Gulf get back their homes 
and businesses. This will come at the 
price of having limited or no health care, 
reduced human services and very lim-
ited public assistance. Somehow, it just 
doesn’t add up.

Operation Offset 
doesn’t add up

EditorialCartoon

FEMA only goes so far
By James Reavis
Daily Evergreen (Washington State U.)

 Impoverished hurricane vic-
tims had their homes destroyed 
by Mother Nature’s wrath. Many 
of them had nowhere to go after 
their encounter. In a rush to pro-
vide housing for the displaced 
population, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency purchased 
hundreds of trailers to serve as tem-
porary shelters. There were wel-
come sighs of relief as 1,500 people 
moved into their new homes, but 
then FEMA moved on. 
 These impoverished people 
do not have the capital or the jobs 
to invest in new houses. They are 
staying in their temporary homes 
without hope of finding new ones. 
Is this an unfortunate byproduct 
of Hurricane Katrina? No, this 
is a result of Hurricane Charley, 
which struck Florida more than a 
year ago.
 FEMA City, as the temporary 
community is called, is located 
on a patch of graveled land with 
no trees, no shrubs and only two 
small playgrounds. The nearest gas 
station, movie theater or beauty 
salon is three miles away. Due to 
a high level of stress, crimes have 
increased rapidly. These crimes 
include vandalism, domestic vio-
lence and even the hanging of a 
neighbor’s dog. 78 police reports 
were filed last month alone.

 On top of the anxiety from 
losing everything to a hurricane, 
this crime-ridden population has 
another thing to worry about. 
Their homes are still considered 
temporary by the government. 
The Feb. 13 deadline for manda-
tory evictions is rapidly approach-
ing, which would leave these 
people homeless once again. One 
resident of this temporary com-
munity even predicted riots if 
evictions were enforced.
 Economic theorists contend 
that there are three basic human 
needs: food, clothing and shelter. 
Of all three, shelter is the most dif-
ficult to provide. Nonetheless, our 
policy for handling our homeless 
needs to change, and we need to 
learn from our mistakes. 
 This policy change is not hap-
pening. The Bush administration 
recently awarded a multi-million, 
no-bid contract to The Shaw Group 
to provide temporary housing for 
the people displaced by Hurricane 
Katrina. Rows and rows of white 
trailers are being lined up, ready 
to move south to establish another 
FEMA City and a new sociologi-
cal time bomb. These people also 
have little hope of moving into 
new homes. When a natural disas-
ter strikes, it tightens the housing 
market in the region, raising prices 
beyond the reach of many. Bush 
has proposed a romantic ‘urban 
homesteading’ program, in which 
natural disaster victims build their 

own homes. Most of these people 
worry about making enough money 
to feed their children. How can 
they be expected to find the time to 
build their own houses? 
 Fortunately, there are solu-
tions to this problem, but only 
if Congress acts fast. One idea 
is to expand the government’s 
already existing Section 8 hous-
ing voucher program. According 
to Edgar Olsen, a researcher at 
the University of Virginia, several 
major cities in the South, includ-
ing Atlanta, San Antonio, Dallas, 
Birmingham and Memphis, all 
have housing vacancies of more 
than 12 percent. Section 8 allows 
low-income families to pay rent 
for homes in neighborhoods that 
they can afford.  
 The president could also 
encourage landlords to take 
advantage of the Low-Income 
Housing Credit, which gives them 
a tax break, provided that a cer-
tain percentage of their property 
is leased to low-income residents 
and families.
 Finally, people can make a 
donation to non-profit organizations 
like Habitat for Humanity, which is 
what I did. That idea is quite easy 
to execute. I forked over 200 bucks, 
and I’m a college student working 
at an unpaid internship. If I can do 
it, the professors and administrators 
reading this article can certainly 
afford it as well. 

Reducing assistance programs to 
fund tax cuts will aid hurricane 

victims, Bush imagines
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At the crowded press conference last week, the Republican Study Committee 
launched the “Operation Offset,” an effort to find savings in the federal budget 
to pay for hurricane relief.
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By Keane Santos
 Ka Leo Sports Columnist 

 Where were you Saturday night? 
 25,661 people were on hand 
to watch the best game ever played 
between the University of Hawai‘i 
Warriors and the Boise State Broncos. 
This game had it all: a swarming 
defense, an impressive offense and 
all the ups and downs of both teams. 
In the end, after all the rain fell, the 
Warriors ended up on the short side of 
a 44-41 heartbreaking loss.
 The game was great, but the fan 
turnout was disappointing. The “Pack 
the House” promotion failed; looking 
at the attendance in this game, you’d 
think Hawai‘i was playing some small 
Division II school. You definitely 
wouldn’t think that this was one of 
the most successful college programs 
in the nation.
 “The weather was horrible!” 
some might claim. Well, it wasn’t that 
bad. Sure, it rained off and on through-
out the night, and yes, you could hear 
thunder and see lightning flashes. But 
none of that seemed to matter; all 
the attention was on the field. The 
Warriors were about to make history.
 With a state population of over a 
million — more than 20,000 of those 
being UH students — it shouldn’t be 
hard for the Warriors to fill a stadium 
of 50,000. They did it against the 
University of Southern California, 
and this game should have been 
equally important.
 Boise State was number one, in 
the Western Athletic Conference at 
least. The Warriors have never beaten 
them in WAC play, and last year they 
smacked Hawai‘i around like a rag 
doll, 69-3, in Boise, Idaho. Not moti-
vational enough?

 How about the fact that Hawai‘i 
is coming off its first game and its 
first shutout in years? How about the 
preseason prediction that Boise and 
Fresno were the two giants of the 
league, and Hawai‘i and the rest would 
battle for third place?
 Suddenly, this game looks more 
significant than a few raindrops.
 The fans who attended were loud 
at times, but because it wasn’t a packed 
house, Aloha Stadium’s atmosphere 
never reached its potential.
 Hawaii’s first touchdown, a leap-
ing catch by Davone Bess with 1:22 left 
in the first, caused the fans to go wild.
 When Hawai‘i safety Lono 
Manners’ bone-crushing hit caused 
Boise State to fumble in Hawai‘i ter-
ritory, the crowd loved it. Something 
special was happening.
 But there were times when the 
fans died out. When the Warriors need-
ed one more stop on the last drive of the 
game to give Hawai‘i one more shot, 
the crowd was muffled. There were 
mild voices here and there, but most 
of the fans were speechless. Something 
special had just been taken away.
 Aloha Stadium is one of the 
Warriors’ most comforting advan-
tages. The crowd pumps Hawai‘i up. 
You can see it when players get 
excited and wave their arms in the air 
for the crowd to get loud or when the 
other team needs to waste a timeout 
because of the noise. It’s even better 
when the team makes a huge play to 
please the crowd’s efforts.
 The stadium can rock. When 
Alabama came down a few years ago, 
fans shouted “Defense! Defense!” 
from the ensuing drive, and the 
defense responded with an incredible 
performance. When Hawai‘i upset 
Brigham Young University, snapping 
BYU’s undefeated season, the sta-
dium was deafening. My voice was 
gone by the first quarter.
 This game had that potential, but 
the stadium was curiously empty. The 
band was there, the Manoa Maniacs 
had a decent flow of supporters, and 
Boise brought a big crowd.
 The Warriors needed to bring 
it all in this game, and they did. The 
defense showed enormous toughness 
and saved the Warriors numerous 
times. The offense kept coming back 

when they were down, scoring when 
they needed to catch up. The special 
teams looked sharp in the first half, 
but made irreconcilable mistakes 
in the second.
 All the fans in attendance may 
have shouted their hearts out and 
crossed their fingers, hoping for the 
unthinkable. But the fans in gen-
eral failed, because there were 24,339 
seats unfilled. 
 Saturday, the Warriors gave 
everything to Boise State. The fans, 
however, only gave 50 percent. 
 If you were there Saturday night, 
you know the game was special. You 
may have cheered your heart out, but 
you saw the empty seats. 
 If you weren’t there, then maybe 
you don’t realize how big this game 
was for Hawai‘i; what a feat it would 
be to snap Boise’s streak of WAC 
dominance.
 It’s too late now, game over. 
Every voice counts, and many voices 
were missing. 
 Do you think 24,339 fans would 
have made this game more exciting? 
Would it pump Hawai‘i up more? 
Would the team have been even more 
impressive? I guess we’ll never know. 
 Where were you Saturday night?

Extra Point

JESSE BOWMAN • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Only 25,661 fans attended the game at Aloha Stadium, just over one half of 
the 50,000 capacity seats at the stadium.

HALF EMPTYThe house is
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CLassifieds
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Rates:  $1.25 per line (minimum 3 lines).
 All caps and/or bold will add 25% to the cost of the ad.  
 Place an ad in four (4) consecutive issues and receive the  
 fourth ad free!
Deadline:  3 p.m. the day before publication.
Payment:  Pre-payment required. Cash, in-state checks, money  
 orders, Visa and MasterCard accepted.

In Person:  Stop by the Ka Leo Building.
Phone:  956-7043 E-Mail: classifieds@kaleo.org
Fax:  956-9962. Include ad text, classification, run dates and  
 charge card information.
Mail: Send ad text, classification, run dates and payment to:
 Board of Publications, Attn: Classifieds
 P.O. Box 11674, Honolulu, HI 96828-0674

The Ka Leo Building
(across from the UH Bookstore lower entrance)

Monday-Friday 8a.m.-4:30 p.m.
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Receive Ka Leo updates 
in your inbox!

For more information, visit the 
Ka Leo website at kaleo.org.
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