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Friday, Sept. 2
7:20 a.m.  
A female student was harassed 
by an Asian male near Paradise 
Palms. She filed a report.

Saturday, Sept. 3
1:11 a.m.  
Assistance requested regarding a 
male who had earlier produced a 
fake ID. He claimed the ID he had 
shown before was real. 

Sunday, Sept. 4
11:05 p.m. 
A group of softball players were 
eating and singing in the batting 
cage. The group was asked to 
leave and complied.

Monday, Sept. 5 
2:29 a.m.  
Report of intoxicated females 
harassing guards at Hale Wainani. 

Tuesday, Sept. 6
12:14 p.m. 
Report of a laptop theft from 
Watanabe Hall. 

Wednesday, Sept. 7
11:07 p.m. 
Report of objects being thrown 
from the Hale Ilima roof. Suspects 
fled the scene.

Thursday, Sept. 8
7:59 p.m.  
Resident reported his bike was 
stolen from the Johnson Hall bike 
rack. 

Friday, Sept. 9 
1:33 p.m.  
A dog’s leg was found on Correa 
Road between the art building and 
Bilger Hall. The rest of the dog 
was not located.

Saturday, Sept. 10
8:14 p.m. 
A graduate student was found 
sleeping in his van in front of 
College Hill. He told security he 
was homeless.

CampusBeat

Dog leg 
found, 
rest of 
dog not

By Michelle Knopf
Ka Leo Contributing Writer

 On Sept. 1, police began 
enforcing the pedestrian safety law. 
There are more officers patrolling 
the streets, and the new law states 
that all motor vehicles must stop 
for pedestrians when the pedes-
trian is on the driver’s half of the 
crosswalk. Drivers will be given 
$97 tickets for violating this law. 
Pedestrians will also be fined $70 
for jaywalking. 
 “I jaywalk all the time uncon-
sciously and have never worried 
about getting a ticket. This new law 
will definitely make me more cau-
tious,” junior Makanani Paiva said.
 This law is expected to be on 
crackdown until Sept. 23, after 
which the law will still be enforced, 
but with fewer officers patrolling 
the streets.
 In 2004, Hawai‘i was ranked 
fourth in the nation for pedestrian 
fatality. The state is trying to lower 
the death rate. 
 “It’s about time we enforce 
this law. I think it is important and 
hopefully we will see a difference,” 
officer Raymond Lucio said.

Law helps pedestrians avoid death

TONY BLAZEJACK • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Thomas Tsutsumoto, an unclassified Hawaiian studies student, crosses the pedestrian crosswalk on his way to the 
Queen Lili‘uokalani Student Services building. A new law requires drivers to stop for pedestrians in crosswalks or 
face a $97 fine. The law also includes a $70 fine for jaywalking. 

NewsBriefs
‘Dark Water’ showing 
tomorrow night

 The MMM Movie Night will 
feature ‘Dark Water’ tomorrow at 
8 p.m. and 10 p.m. at the Campus 
Center Forum. There will be pop-
corn, Subway sandwiches, soda 
and water for sale. Students are 
advised to come early as supplies 
are limited.
 Admission is free.
 The Campus Center Board 
Activities Council is sponsoring 
this event.
 For more information, call 
the Activities Council at 956-
4491 or visit www2.hawaii.edu/
~ccbac.

English colloquium today

 “Echoes of Amnesia: 
Representations of a Colonized 
Africa in Contemporary Italian 
Visual Culture” will take place 
today from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at 
Kuykendall Hall 410. Jennifer 
Burris will present this English 
colloquium.
 The English department is 
sponsoring this event. Call 956-
7619 for more information.

UH students discuss 
their peace work

 The “Peace Work by 
Students” forum will take place 
today from 12 to 1:30 p.m. at 
Campus Center 307.

 UH student Greg Eckart 
will describe his participation in 
the 75th anniversary of the Salt 
March in India. 
 UH graduate student Sirote 
Klampaiboon will discuss his 
work in non-violence and conflict 
resolution in Thailand. 
 The moderator will be Brien 
Hallett from the Matsunaga 
Institute for Peace.
 The Matsunaga Institute for 
Peace is sponsoring this event. 
For more information, call Diane 
Sakai at 956-4237 or e-mail 
dcsakai@hawaii.edu.

Gagaku Moon-viewing 
Concert tomorrow night

 The Gagaku Moon-viewing 
Concert will take place tomorrow 
from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at the music 
building courtyard. The concert 
will open with a Shinto purifica-
tion by Reverend Akihiro Okada. 
Featured works include poetry set 
to music and Buddhist and Shinto 
dance pieces performed with 
music. The performance closes 
with Etenraku, a piece focusing 
on humans’ worship of the moon 
as a manifestation of God.
 Featured dancers are Pauline 
Kawamata, Anna Pung and 
Ju-Hua Wei. The concert also 
includes students of the UH Music 
Department’s course in Gagaku.
 The Hawai‘i  Gagaku 
Kenkyukai is a university com-
munity organization dedicated to 

the study and performance of this 
Japanese court music. 
 The group is led by Reverend 
Masatoshi Shamoto, a Tenrikyo 
minister.
 Gagaku is the oldest existing 
orchestral music in the world, 
with roots reaching back to the 
7th century Japanese imperial 
court. 
 The music department is 
sponsoring this event.

Michael Cooper brown 
bag lecture today 

 “Four Boys to Rome: The 
Japanese Mission to Europe in 
the 1580s,” a brown bag biogra-
phy lecture, will take place today 
from 12 to 1:15 p.m. at Henke 
Hall 325.
 Michael Cooper will present 
this lecture. Cooper is a historian, 
author, translator and was editor 
of Monumenta Nipponica from 
1971 to 1997.
 Admission is free.
 The Center for Biographical 
Research is sponsoring this event. 
For more information, call Craig 
Howes at 956-3774 or e-mail bio-
graph@hawaii.edu.

Seminar on Manoa 
flooding today

 “Meteorological Aspects of 
the October 2004 Manoa Flood,” 
a seminar on flooding, will take 

place today from 3 to 4 p.m. at 
POST 127.
 This seminar will be pre-
sented by K. Kodama from the 
National Weather Service, Y.L. 
Chen, P.S. Chu and D. Stevens 
from the department of meteo-
rology.
 The Water Resources 
Research Center of Manoa is 
sponsoring this event. For more 
information, call Philip Moravcik 
at 956-3097 or e-mail morav@
hawaii.edu.

Hamilton Library closed 
Saturday

 Hamilton Library will be 
closed Saturday, Sept. 17 due to a 
scheduled power outage to com-
plete electrical connection work. 
The library will resume its usual 
hours Sunday. 

Mid-Autumn Festival

 The Taiwanese Student 
Association will be hosting a 
Mid-Autumn Festival BBQ party 
to celebrate the rebirth of TWSA 
and welcome new and continuing 
Taiwanese students. This event is 
not limited to Taiwanese people; 
all are welcome to attend.
 The event will take place 
Sept. 17 from 4 to 8 p.m. at 
Magic Island at Ala Moana Beach 
Park. The fee for attendance is $7. 
Transportation will leave Sinclair 
Circle at 3:20 p.m.

Volleyball player 
Tara Hittle 
stands out
See Sports
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Support the 
American 
Red Cross 
Disaster 
Relief Fund 
by making a 

donation at www.redcross.org
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Memoir sucks the life out of interesting story
By Candice Novak
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 Many great American authors 
are unknown and unpublished for 
most of their lives. But those are great 
authors. They are not Brad Land, 
author of “Goat.” 
 This unlikable and unreadable 
memoir, from whom “USA Today” 
calls a hip and harrowing psychologi-
cally-wounded young man, is based 
on Land’s own experiences.
 The book came out early this 
year and has proven itself as a 
solid piece of false bravado. The 
plot, which involves kidnappings, 
near-death beatings, car theft and 
fraternity hazing, isn’t boring at 
all. But in Land’s retelling, it is so 
ardently staged that it seems like 
he’s making it up. Unfortunately for 
him, as is the case in memoirs, he 
actually said and did these things. 
Even more unfortunate is that Land 
can’t record what he went through 
without ruining it.

 “We’re getting floored at a 
beginning-of-the-semester party,” the 
book begins. Girls kiss, and the book 
continues: “Brett says, ‘yeah that was 
cool,’ and I nod, say ‘yeah good,’ and 
then Brett says to do it again and they 
just laugh.” 
 My favorite digression has to 
be, “I was lonely and failed most 
everything. I tell everyone it was 
from drugs or alcohol but the truth 
is I was just lonely and cried all 
the time.” He goes on to add to his 
list of misfortunes that he lived in a 
dirty house.
 After the disappointment of the 
first chapter, the reader is almost 
rewarded with a scene that involves 
Land getting beaten up by a group 
of men. We are tricked into thinking 
he might die, thus ending the story. 
This scene should be enjoyable to 
readers, especially if they have suf-
fered through the scenes that pre-
cede it. Land tries to buy the men 
out by telling them his credit card 
code: “Four. Four. Four. Four. Please 
leave me here.”

 It goes on for another ten pages, 
while Land describes, “My mouth is 
full of blood ... I can hear my heart 
in my temples.” But, we are left with 
his survival.
 Land’s poetics venture to new 
lengths in sections on coolness. “There 
are those cool people out in the world, 
fictional or otherwise,” the book says. 
“Holden Caulfield. Axl Rose. Kurt 
Cobain. The Clash. And that’s about 
it. Who’s cool besides these people? 
we say. Who deserves the word? We 
look at each other. Nod. Us, we say. 
You and me. And we know it’s true.” 
Beyond the realm of cool dudes, I only 
wish we could make a list of horribly 
uncool ones. Maybe we could stick 
Brad Land and his “Goat” with the 
likes of the Backstreet Boys, Scarlet 
O’Hara and Dick Cheney.
 The reader seems to suffer as 
much as the author through his ven-
tures of near death, intense pain and 
psychological torture. But it’s a ‘laugh-
ing at him, not with him’ kind of expe-
rience. Land’s style is an attempt to 
dramatize old college stories, but done 
with an anemic vocabulary.
 The fact that this book was 
a national best-seller deflates any 
notion of American literary canon 
or popular fiction. I don’t know who 
bought all those copies of “Goat,” 
but it was very likely to fuel a huge 
bonfire. “Time Out New York” calls 
it “a book that’s as beautifully written 
as it is painful to read .... You can’t 
put it down.” It’s definitely painful. 
As for the beauty, it’s only the glory 
of finishing it — and knowing that 
you can now legitimately trash it 
— that’s beautiful.
 Suicidals, masochists and people 
needing a gift for someone they loathe 
should pick up “Goat.” Published by 
Random House, it is available in most 
large bookstores. Or just take my 
copy, please. 

COURTESY PHOTO • random House

Author Brad Land tells of beatings and “cool people” in his best-selling 
memoir, “Goat.”

Writers Wanted
Ka Leo O Hawai‘i can only be as good as the 
students make it. To become a part of the uni-
versity’s collegiate daily, fill out an application at 
the Ka Leo building across from the ground floor 
entrance of the bookstore, or download it from 
www.kaleo.org.

“Don’t you have to be a journalism major 
to work at Ka Leo?”

No. Ka Leo accepts students from all majors, un-
dergraduate or graduate. Whether you’re a busi-
ness major, botany major or music major, Ka Leo 
can provide unique opportunities that will give 
you a leg up in your field.

“But I don’t know how to write.”

The editorial staff is available to help you learn 
style and standards. As long as you’re open to 
criticism, willing to learn and want to improve, 
we can help.

“What’s in it for me?”

Not only do writers get paid, working for Ka Leo 
is a good way to see interesting people and events. 
Writers have been assigned to cover things like 
The Wailers concert at Andrew’s Amphitheater.
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‘A Sound of Thunder’ barely makes a clap

By Matt Ishitani
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 “A Sound of Thunder” is in 
many ways the worst adaptation I 
have seen. Peter Hyam’s version of 
the Ray Bradbury short story takes 
place in the year 2055, when time 
travel is possible.
 The science doesn’t add up, 
the mechanical special effects are 
laughable and the body count is 
limited to one on-screen death per 
predatory species.
 Despite all this, the creatures 
themselves are exceptional. The allo-

saurus, although cheaply animated 
and incredibly stupid, is menacing. 
The mandrill lizards are amazing 
to look at, even though they expose 
their weaknesses often in the film. 
There is even a 40-foot long viper-
fish, which has about five minutes of 
cameo time. Most impressive is the 
legion of predatory bats that chase 
a pseudo-futuristic Jeep through the 
forests of Chicago.
 The greatest special effect of the 
film is Sir Ben Kingsley (“Gandhi,” 
“Sexy Beast,” “Schindler’s List”). 
Kingsley stars as Time Safari Inc. 
Chief Executive Officer Charles 
Hatton, a businessman who steals 
time travel technology to lead safa-
ris to the Mesozoic period. Kingsley 
makes Hatton’s scams realistic, and 
his American accent piles on the 
sleaze. He’s like Lex Luthor without 
Superman to stop him.
 The film does stay true to some 

rules of sci-fi horror. The black 
guy dies first, actor Corey Johnson 
(“Hellboy,” “The Mummy”) doesn’t 
survive and everyone is expendable 
except for the two main heroes.
 It’s a surprise that Hyams, the 
director, was behind this traves-
ty. He succeeded with “2010” and 
moved on to “The Relic,” which 
explains the design of the man-
drill lizards. The fault lies not in 
the director but the adaptors, two 
Hollywood newcomers responsible 
for this year’s “Sahara.” Also con-
tributing to the failure was their 
production company’s bankruptcy 
and a flood that closed their Prague-
based studio.
 I can only recommend this film 
to the few that enjoyed “Jurassic 
Park III,” but no one else.

Sound of Thunder is now playing in 
theaters.

A group of 
hunters go back in 
time in the new
science fiction film 
'Sound of Thunder.'

COURTESY PHOTO
warner BrotHers

Ben Kingsley is 
the film's only
saving grace
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'Sound of Thunder', based on the novel by Ray Bradbury, features predatory creatures, like this Mandrill Lizard, 
that has evolved because of a time-traveling mishap.

Need Advice?
Ka Leo needs your questions for our 

advice column, 

Wala ‘Au.
Wala ‘Au, which means ‘talk story,’ 

gives advice to the students, 
faculty and staff of UHM.

E-mail questions to features@kaleo.org.



By David Gibbons
Ka Leo Editorials Editor

 The University of Hawai‘i at 
Manoa scored extremely poorly this year 
on the Princeton Review’s ranking of 
“The Best 361 Colleges.” It was number 
six for “Long Lines and Red Tape,” 
number twelve for “Professors Get Low 
Marks,” number six for “Professors 
Make Themselves Scarce,” number two 
for “Dorms like Dungeons” and number 
seven for “Least Happy Students.”
 I can empathize with the students 
who were surveyed. I have been fre-
quently disappointed with UHM for a 
variety of reasons. Dealing with admin-
istration and various offices such as 
admissions, financial aid and parking 
can be a hassle. Student housing facilities 
desperately need to be overhauled, and 
its central office could be run better. 
 The ranking that is most dis-
concerting is that students here are 
not happy, but I did not need the 
Princeton Review to tell me that. 
Around campus, I frequently hear 
people complaining about the state 
of this university and its myriad of 
problems. The list of things that need 
to be fixed or improved is endless. 
The issue is that someone needs to 

put in the time and effort to make this 
university better.
 The administration, staff and 
faculty will always push for their own 
interests, often without thought for 
what students want. If students want 
to be happier and see this university 
improve, they need make sure that 
their grievances are addressed and 
their demands are met. Grumbling to 
your friends about how terrible this 
school is will not change anything. 
If you are not happy with UHM, you 
need to do something about it.
 I am a graduate student now with 
a great love for my alma mater, the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. I 
had a good time there with many 
happy memories. If you ask me about 
it, I could bore you for hours with 
stories about its history, traditions, 
community and my own experiences. 
I went to a great school.
 While I was there, it was named the 
“Best College Sports Town” by Sports 
Illustrated On Campus. This year the 
Princeton Review included it on four 
of its five party lists and on the “Best 
College Newspaper” list. Some of the 
chants at sporting events have been 
shouted for decades. Perennially, it is 
one of the highest funded research uni-
versities in the nation. Unfortunately, it 
did not have my graduate program.
 The adage “You’ll get out of it 
what you put into it” is true. The biggest 
difference between my old school and 
my current one is student involvement. 
The students are the ones that make a 
school great. We have the opportunity 

to do that here. We can make UHM a 
great place to go to school where stu-
dents will be happy.
 At my old school, the student 
government had political parties. Here, 
we did not have enough candidates in 
the last election to fill all the seats on 
ASUH. Students gripe about housing 
policy changes, but when we asked what 
people thought of them in our reader 
survey last week, no one responded. We 
have Residence Hall Associations that 
have active members in the single digits 
for halls that have hundreds of students.
 At Camp Randall, they play House 
of Pain’s “Jump Around” between the 
third and fourth quarter of every game. 
The entire student section jumps up and 
down on the bleachers for the duration of 
the song. Thousands of students jumping 
up and down in unison is a sight to see. 
 My senior year, the song was 
not played during the first game. The 
campus community was outraged. The 
papers were flooded with articles and let-
ters to the editor. The chancellor received 
thousands of e-mails about it. Alumni 
threatened to withdraw donations. Here, 
when ASUH threw a tailgate party on 
Bachman Lawn during the first week 
of school to express that we wanted to 
keep beer at the stadium, only about 100 
people showed up.
 Approximately 45 people staged 
a sit-in last spring in President David 
McClain’s office to protest UARC. 
Protests and rallies are held occa-
sionally here. Back home on Library 
Mall, these are daily occurrences. 
People are always exercising their 

right to freedom of speech.
 My old school has a thriving Greek 
system. When I went Greek last spring 
and helped start a fraternity here at 
UHM, one young man told me he was 
interested. Once things got up and run-
ning, he had no will to exert the effort it 
requires to start something new.
 We cannot wait for others to cre-
ate a great college experience for us. 
We must create it ourselves. These 
years go quickly. I was lucky enough 
to steal a few extra. Now is a turning 
point in our school’s history. Its cen-
tennial celebration is only two years 
away. We have the opportunity to set 
the precedent for the next 100 years. 
If we get involved now and mold this 
campus, we will never again find 
ourselves on the Princeton Review’s 
list of “Least Happy Students.”
 Most students want to have a 
great college experience. They want 
to look back at their college years 
with fond memories and the satis-
faction of knowing that their time 
was well-spent; not only getting an 
education, but having a wonderful 
experience outside of class as well.
 We will each have our individual 
memories that we will cherish for the 
rest of our lives, but it is the collective 
memories of this place that will bind us 
together as a student body and instill a 
sense of pride in UHM. 
 These are memories I have of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. I 
could meet a fellow Badger 20 years 
from now who went to UW 20 years 
before I did and we could share stories 

of Memorial Union, the Terrace, State 
Street, Picnic Point and sing “Varsity” as 
if we were old friends.
 These are the type of memories 
and camaraderie that I want from UHM. 
These are the memories that I will look 
back upon with fondness and remind me 
of how happy I was here.
 When I was at Wisconsin, I went 
with the flow. I delved into the long-
standing traditions of the school that had 
been forged by generations before me. I 
reaped the benefits of what others had 
sown. A great college experience was 
guaranteed with your acceptance letter.
 I have great pride in my alma 
mater and all the things that school and 
its previous students gave to me. I hope 
to have an even greater sense of that for 
UHM, for the things that we have the 
opportunity to create here and pass on to 
the students that follow us. 
 I want to come back in 20, 30 
or even 50 years, and go to a football 
game and hear a chant that started this 
year. Or see ASUH become a force to 
be reckoned with on this campus. Or 
read a copy of Ka Leo and see it be 
on par with the Honolulu Advertiser 
and the Honolulu Star-Bulletin. Or 
visit a mansion of a Kappa Sigma 
house just off campus.
 If this happens, I will have a greater 
sense of pride in UHM and its traditions 
than I could ever have in UW, because I 
will not only be able to look back fondly 
upon something great that I was fortu-
nate enough to be a part of, but I will be 
able to say, “I was here when that began. 
I helped start that.”
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LetterstotheEditor

By Jordan Niebur
Daily Nebraskan (U. Nebraska)     

(U-WIRE) LINCOLN, Neb. — For a 
man who wishes to encourage “a cul-
ture of life,” President George W. Bush 
is risking millions of lives in Africa. 
While it was admirable that Bush was 
able to get Congress to promise $15 
billion to combat the AIDS epidemic in 
sub-Saharan Africa, there has been one 
deadly flaw: the program encourages 
abstinence-only education.
 Abstinence-only education leads to 
sexually active people being deprived of 
any information concerning safer sex, 
like how to use a condom, or even why 
you should wear one, and, ironically, 
encourages unprotected intercourse.
 This devastating policy is now 
threatening to derail the much-lauded 
gains Uganda has made in its battle 
against HIV/AIDS.
 In Uganda, a country theorized to 
have been ground zero for the AIDS 
epidemic, significant gains were made in 
fighting this syndrome, and the country 
became a model for the rest of the devel-
oping world in terms of prevention.
 U.S. funding and the Ugandan gov-
ernment both encouraged a three-tiered 
program to reduce infection rates in the 
country of 27 million people, using a 
comprehensive sexuality program.
 Advertisements encouraged 
abstaining from sex until marriage, 
and those not abstaining were encour-
aged to remain faithful to one partner. 
Anyone who was sexually active, 
and especially those who still had 
multiple partners, were encouraged to 
always use condoms.
 “ABC” — “Abstinence, Be 
Faithful, Use Condoms.”
 However, in 2004, a realign-
ment of the funding from the United 

States triggered a new program within 
Uganda, excluding the mention of 
condom usage and cutting the supply.
 Stephen Lewis, the U.N. spe-
cial envoy for combating AIDS in 
Africa, said, “Over the last eight 
to ten months, there’s been a very 
significant decline in the use of con-
doms, significantly orchestrated by 
the policies of government.”
 The U.S.-based Center for 
Health and Gender Equity noted 
Uganda was facing a condom short-
age, and the price of each tripled in 
value over the last year.
 The report issued by the center 
noted that Uganda required as many 
as 150 million condoms in the last 
year, but only 32 million have been 
distributed.
 If 150 million condoms are 
needed, meaning 150 million sexual 
encounters, and only a fifth can be 
protected, infection rates are going 
to skyrocket. An HIV-infected man 
using protection in only one-fifth of 
his sexual encounters is going to 
wreak devastation on his community.
 The Ugandan government has 
denied much of this, stating that it is 
still very much in compliance with its 
“ABC” program, but the numbers and 
the advertising in the country have 
told a different story.
 The first lady of Uganda has 
even begun spreading misinformation 
about HIV infection and the safety of 
condom usage. Again, the report stat-
ed, “Religious fundamentalists, some 
financially supported by the U.S. gov-
ernment and the office of the first 
lady Janet Museveni, have become 
prominent in attacking condoms and 
those who distribute them.”
 However, Ugandan Health 
Minister Jim Muhwezi countered that 
Mrs. Museveni is a mother, and as a 

mother she should not be expected to 
encourage the use of condoms.
 I remember my mother telling 
me that if I needed any condoms, she 
would drive to the store and purchase 
them herself. For being such a mater-
nal figure, first lady Museveni is tak-
ing in a terribly abusive stance.
 Uganda, in two decades of AIDS 
prevention, has seen its infection rates 
decline from a high of 30 percent in 
the early 1990s to a low between five 
and ten percent. Uganda has been a 
rare success in terms of cutting infec-
tion rates, and there are efforts to 
spread the “ABC” method across the 
rest of the continent.
 But the current policy shift of 
the Ugandan government, paid for 
by the United States, shows great 
promise in undoing the hard-earned 
gains of the past. The smear campaign 
by the government, with President 
Yoweri Museveni himself announc-
ing that condom usage should not 
play a prominent role in HIV reduc-
tion, will have a detrimental effect: 
millions will die.

New focus on abstinence ampli-
fies AIDS epidemic in Uganda  Many students are not con-

fused about the role of the PTA. 
It is simply not wanted. There are 
many organizations on campus that 
fulfill the role of the PTA.  These 
include ASUH, an elected organi-
zation from the student body, as 
well as the Inter-Hall Residence 
Association, also an elected body. 
 We can see that the PTA is 

not wanted because there are stu-
dents who are actively petition-
ing to have the PTA disbanded. 
To the PTA: disband voluntarily 
so the student body doesn’t have 
to force you to disband.

Robert Whitaker
Junior
Theater Major

A Penny for Your Thoughts
What are the issues and 

problems facing UHM, and how 
should they be addressed?

Responses should be sent to:
poll@kaleo.org 

or

Editorials
The Ka Leo Building
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
1755 Pope Road 31-D
Honolulu, HI 96822

Select responses will be printed in the Thursday, 
September 22 issue of Ka Leo.

Inactive student body contributes to low rankings



EditorialCartoon

By Hector Valenzuela
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 The preparation for, and response 
to, Hurricane Katrina has become a 
clear example of the failed leadership 
of the Bush administration, as well as 
an indication of its failed priorities.
 President Bush has been chal-
lenged with three major crises dur-
ing his time in office. Leadership 
and resolve are required during 
a national crisis. The president’s 
responsibility is to protect the pub-
lic good. Not only should the presi-
dent be able to lead the nation after-
wards, but he also has the respon-
sibility to help the country prepare 
for potential disasters. 
 The three major challenges 
President Bush has faced are 9/11, 
the invasion of Iraq and Hurricane 
Katrina. Of these three, 9/11 and 
the hurricane were crises that were 
forewarned and that the government 
could have better prepared for. 
 The Hurricane Katrina tragedy 
should have triggered deja vu for 
President Bush. Four years ago, the 
president spent weeks relaxing and 
biking at his Crawford ranch while 
the nation was in imminent danger of 
a terrorist attack. 
 The now-famous intel memo 
“Bin Laden Determined to Strike in 
U.S.” from Aug. 6, 2001, indicated 
that New York City was known to 
have been a prime target, with the 
World Trade Center mentioned in the 
memo, and airplanes known to be a 
favored terrorist weapon. 
 This past August, both the 
“Washington Post” and the “New 
York Times” reported that intelli-
gence agencies knew about the 9/11 
ringleader and three of the hijackers 
over a year before the attacks. 
 Furthermore, because of al-
Qaeda’s track record and its known 
intentions, counterterrorist Czar 
Richard Clarke wrote a memo to 
President Bush on Jan. 25, 2001, 
five days after Bush took office, 
with dire warnings about al-Qaeda. 
Bush looked the other way, took an 
extended vacation in Crawford in the 
summer of 2001 and chose to ignore 
the imminent warnings.
 Similarly, this summer President 
Bush was enjoying a five-week vaca-
tion in Crawford while experts were 
well aware that New Orleans was 
another tragedy waiting to happen. 
According to the “New York Times,” 
a pre-9/11 report prepared by the 
Federak Emergency Management 
Agency warned that three of the most 
likely disasters that could hit the 
United States were a terrorist attack 
on New York City, an earthquake in 

San Francisco and a direct hurricane 
hit on New Orleans. The report pre-
dicted that a New Orleans hurricane 
could be the deadliest of all three 
scenarios. 
 President Bush chose to ignore 
these warnings, preferring to focus 
his efforts on chopping wood and 
mountain biking. Even after Katrina 
hit New Orleans, while the levees 
were breaking, President Bush chose 
to visit Arizona and California to 
promote his Medicare program.
 Many of the failures to pre-
pare for and respond to Katrina 
can be traced to misplaced pri-
orities. The first mistake may have 
been to place the once-acclaimed 
and independent FEMA under the 
umbrella of the Homeland Security 
Department, weakening FEMA’s 
mandate and clout. 
 The “Wall Street Journal” report-
ed a few weeks ago that state emer-
gency managers visited Washington 
to warn that this dilution could result 
in “disastrous consequences.” This 
dilution and lack of clout resulted 
in a loss of $800 million in pre-
paredness grants for FEMA since 
2003. The “Journal” explains that the 
“overwhelming focus” of the grants 
is now devoted to fight terrorism.
 Transferring funds used to pro-
tect our domestic infrastructure to 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan was 
a mistake. Funding that fell by 
the wayside included projects to 
upgrade the New Orleans levees 
and to protect the Gulf Coast from 
further erosion. 
 Also Louisiana’s frontline 
defense, the National Guard, was 
deployed abroad and not fully avail-
able to help in the recovery effort. 
The “Wall Street Journal” reported 
that too few helicopters were sta-
tioned in the Gulf Coast, and that 
commanders were unwilling to com-
mit troops from nearby Fort Polk in 
Louisiana because they were soon to 
be deployed to Afghanistan. 
 One of the greatest failures was 
the crash of the communications sys-
tem, a problem that was experienced 
during 9/11. Different agencies used 
incompatible systems and could not 
communicate with one another. 
 FEMA had communication prob-
lems of its own. On the day following 
Katrina’s landing, FEMA officials 
denied that New Orleans was flood-
ing. According to the “Los Angeles 
Times,” two days later, Homeland 
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff 
stated reports that thousands were 
trapped in the convention center 
were nothing but “rumors and anec-
dotes,” adding on the same day that 
overall, the recovery efforts were 

“really exceptional.”
 Compounding the breakdown 
in the communication system was 
the visible lack of leadership in the 
recovery effort. On Monday, the 
“New York Times” editorial head-
line, referring to President Bush, was 
“Waiting for a leader.” By the time 
FEMA and other agencies got their 
act together, the damage was done. 
 A closer look at FEMA reveals 
more problems. Its former director 
was Joseph Allbaugh, the 2000 cam-
paign manager for President Bush. 
When Allbaugh stepped down, he 
nominated his former college room-
mate, Michael Brown, who had little 
experience in disaster preparedness. 
 Commenting on this level of 
pervasive cronyism in the Bush 
administration, Paul Krugman from 
the “New York Times” wrote “Let’s 
not forget that the administration’s 
first choice to head the [Homeland 
Security] department was Bernard 
Kerik, a crony of Rudy Giuliani.”
 Hurricane Katrina has shown 
that because of government inepti-
tude and misguided priorities, the 
United States has become more vul-
nerable to natural disasters and ter-
rorist attacks. 
 While President Bush has been 
trying to fight terror abroad, he has 
failed to protect us at home. The con-
sequences have been catastrophic.

 Hector Valenzuela, a Specialist 
in the College of Tropical Agriculture 
and Human Resources, is a member 
of the peace group Not In Our Name-
Hawaii (NION). He can be reached at 
hector@hawaii.edu.

Illustration by KRTCampus

Poor Katrina prepa-
ration an example of 
Bush’s ineptitude
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Have a news tip? Know something that 
should be reported?

Email tip@kaleo.org or call 956-6125.
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For more opportunities
and UH-related events, 
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CLassifieds
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Rates:  $1.25 per line (minimum 3 lines).
 All caps and/or bold will add 25% to the cost of the ad.  
 Place an ad in four (4) consecutive issues and receive the  
 fourth ad free!
Deadline:  3 p.m. the day before publication.
Payment:  Pre-payment required. Cash, in-state checks, money  
 orders, Visa and MasterCard accepted.

In Person:  Stop by the Ka Leo Building.
Phone:  956-7043 E-Mail: classifieds@kaleo.org
Fax:  956-9962. Include ad text, classification, run dates and  
 charge card information.
Mail: Send ad text, classification, run dates and payment to:
 Board of Publications, Attn: Classifieds
 P.O. Box 11674, Honolulu, HI 96828-0674

The Ka Leo Building
(across from the UH Bookstore lower entrance)

Monday-Friday 8a.m.-4:30 p.m.

C a r t o o n i s t s

WANTED!
Can you draw? Are you funny? Do you have a lot of time on your hands? You think you can do better?

Prove it.  Be a Ka Leo cartoonist!  
We need talented, outspoken people with their own unique ideas.

Gain experience as an illustrator and reach an audience of over 
14,000!

Sign-up today at the Ka Leo building.



Colorado, Brennan 
was involved in an 
case where he was 
later charged with 
trespassing and 
burglary.
 “It was kind of 
a rough situation. I 
got four years pro-
bation and commu-
nity service. It was 
a scary experience 
because there were a 
lot of different direc-
tions it could have 
gone,” he said. 
 To make mat-
ters worse, the 
incident occurred 
around the same 
time of sexual 
abuse scandals 
involving the 
University of 
Colorado football 
team. Many of the athletes were 
convicted of rape and kicked off 
the team. “[My circumstances] had 
nothing to do with that, but it hap-
pened at the same time... It esca-
lated and put me in the wrong time, 
wrong place kinda thing, and put 
me in a real bad situation, and I got 
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Brennan finds inspiration in different guises
By Mark Wolf
Ka Leo Contributing Writer     
 
 One of the big stories this football 
season revolves around the quarter-
back position. The departure of quar-
terback Timmy Chang, who broke the 
NCAA records for completed passes 
(1,388), yards (17,072), and intercep-
tions (80), has left some big shoes to 
fill. Junior Colt Brennan and freshman 
Tyler Graunke have been sharing time 
at quarterback during games, each one 
trying to prove himself number one.
 “Well they’re different,” said the 
UH Quarterbacks Coach Dan Morrison 
when comparing the two. “Tyler’s 
more of an athlete run around kinda 
guy. Colt’s really accurate, he’s got a 
really quick release, and he’s got really 
good vision. He’s played real well, and 
I think because of that he’s gonna grow 
into the system faster then most of the 
quarterbacks. His arm is going to actu-
ally get stronger like Timmy’s arm. 
Timmy’s arm really didn’t blossom 
until his junior year.” 
 While Graunke has fallen slightly 
behind in the quarterback race, com-
pleting only 2 of 11 passes against 
Michigan State. His spirits have not. 
The 5’11” 179-pound Graunke admits 
there is added pressure upon him now, 
but he and Brennan have developed a 
good relationship despite the competi-
tion between them. “I’m just happy it’s 
him playing, he’s like one of my best 
friends,” he said. 
 Colt Brennan accentuated the 
benefits of the situation: “There’s not 
pressure, there’s just good genuine 
competition between us. We really try 
harder to get the job done. I think it 
brings out a lot of positives rather than 
negatives.”
 Brennan, an emerging and learn-

ing football player, owes much of his 
recent success to a combination of love 
for football, positive attitude and previ-
ous experience.
 “The first year I actually played 
I think I was 11 years old, but I’ve 
been around football my whole life,” 
Brennan said. “Since day one I’ve 
been playing football. I was born with 
a football right on the table. I come 
from a big football family. My cousins 
played in college. Its been what I’ve 
wanted to do since I was a little kid.”
 The 6’3” 205-pound Brennan 
was born and raised in Irvine, Calif. 
and went to the same high school 
as his archetype, University of South 
Carolina quarterback Matt Leinart. 
“[He’s] kind of where I want to get 
to. It gives me a lot of inspiration for 
where I want to be.”
 Brennan said football comes nat-
urally for him. “[Football] is the thing 
that’s easiest for me. When I’m out on 
the football field everything seems so 
simple. I’m the most comfortable real-
ly when I’m with the pads on. Some 
things kind of attract people; football’s 
what attracted me. I’ve always been 
a big fan, and I’ve always wanted to 
play my whole life. It’s a great oppor-
tunity and a great experience, and I’m 
just living the moment right now. My 
dream kind of came true these last 
couple weeks ... it’s awesome.
 “I don’t want to lose that and 
that’s motivation alone,” Brennan said. 
“The motivation to play football has 
been there since I was a kid. I got a lot 
of motivation, it’s all over me, it drives 
me very day. I get motivated as much 
as I can by everything and anything.”
 One of Brennan’s sources 
of motivation is a past incident 
that had many people doubting 
Brennan. While at the University of 

caught up in it. It’s so hard for me 
to talk about it without being real 
specific unless we sit down and 
talk about a lot of other things.” 
 While the situation was difficult, 
Brennan looks at the positives. “That 
off-the-field situation really motivates 
me to go out and prove people wrong. 

In the end everything worked out and I 
went [to UH] to kind of start over. 
 “I’m getting a great chance and 
a great opportunity and I just love it 
right now. I’m really just enjoying the 
fact that I’m out here playing football, 
going to school and doing a lot of 
things kids take for granted.” 

Junior quarterback Colt Brennan at the 
Warriors’ first official practice of the 
2005 season, Friday, Aug. 5.

TONY BLAZEJACK
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i



By Josh Capp
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 The No. 6 University of Hawai‘i 
Rainbow Wahine will take on the 
No. 2 Washington Huskies at the 
Stan Sheriff Center this Friday at 7 
p.m. and Saturday at 6 p.m.
 The Rainbow Wahine are going 
to have to play their best volley-
ball, since the Huskies are currently 
undefeated (7-0). The Huskies have 
won all their games while playing 
teams that are not even ranked. 
“They are number two in the coun-
try, and we are going to see if that 
(rank) is deserving,” UH head coach 
Dave Shoji said. 
 “It is going to be a tough battle 
and we have to be fully prepared to 
go into it. We have to be mentally 
focused, communication has got to 
be good, and we have to have good 
practices,” sophomore middle hitter 
Juliana Sanders said. 
 During last week’s Waikiki 
Beach Marriott Volleyball Challenge 
tournament, Sanders was given 
the honors of being on the All-
Tournament Team. Honors were 
also given to tournament Most 

Valuable Player senior middle hit-
ter Victoria Prince and junior setter 
Kanoe Kamana‘o.
 Washington is under the guid-
ance of fifth-year head coach Jim 
McLaughlin, who was named 2004 
National Coach of the Year, 2004 
Pacific Region Coach of the Year 
and 2004 Pac-10 Coach of the Year.
 The Huskies will bring their 
power strategy with junior set-
ter Courtney Thompson, who 
was named MVP in last week’s 
Doublewood Inn Classic after col-
lecting 140 assists in three matches 
(15.56 apg), while adding 11 digs 
and five blocks. It marked the sec-
ond MVP award for Thompson this 
season, who earned the honor at the 
Nike Invitational two weeks ago.
 “We definitely have our work 
cut out, Washington is a real good 
team.  Everyone is going to have 
to work real hard this week at prac-
tice,” UH sophomore libero Tara 
Hittle said. 
 Hittle seems optimistic when 
it comes to her newfound position, 
saying, “Anything that I can do to 
help the team is good for me.”
 UH does have an advantage 
going into this weekend’s matches; 

they have already played five ranked 
teams while Washington has not 
played one. “It is definitely to our 
advantage having played the teams 
we have,” coach Shoji said. So far, 
the Wahine have already played No. 
12 USC, No. 4 Penn State, No. 11 
UCLA and No. 1 Nebraska, beating 
USC and UCLA.
 Both Prince and junior outside 
hitter Sarah Mason have had experi-
ence playing Washington, since both 
have played on Pac-10 teams in the 
past. Prince played her first two years 
for Washington State. Mason played 
her first two years for Oregon.

Injury Report
 UH sophomore middle hit-
ter Kari Gregory was injured last 
Friday against Cal State Northridge. 
Going down in the middle of game 
three, Gregory limped off the court 
with an apparent left knee injury. 
“Well, she is a little dinged up,” 
Shoji said. Shoji went on to say he 
is hopeful that she will be practicing 
later this week.
 Saturday’s match has been des-
ignated as a “white out.” UH fans 
are asked to wear white to show the 
unity of the team and its fans.

JESSE BOWMAN • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Junior Kanoe Kamana‘o blocks a shot from UCLA’s Kaitlin Sather in the final 
match of the Waikiki Beach Marriot Challenge at the Stan Sheriff Center 
last week. The No. 6 Rainbow Wahine will host No. 2 Washington Friday and 
Saturday. 

Sophomore Tara Hittle 
digs a spike against UCLA 
last week at the Stan 
Sheriff Center. Hittle, origi-
nally an outside hitter, has 
returned from an ankle 
injury and has been see-
ing time as libero.

TONY BLAZEJACK  
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Rainbow Wahine to square off against Huskies
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It’s easy to smile for Tara
By Keane Santos
Ka Leo Contributing Writer     

 Whether it’s her rainbow braces, 
her natural athletic ability or prankster-
like actions, Tara Hittle truly stands out 
on, and off, the court.
 Hittle, a kinesiology major and 
member of the National Honor Society, 
was born on Oct. 25, 1985 in Colorado 
Springs, Col. A graduate in 2004 of 
Doherty High School, Hittle played three 
years of volleyball, including a stint with 
the Colorado Juniors Volleyball Club. 
She played libero her first season, then 
moved to a hitting role in her second 
season with the club.
 Volleyball, believe it or not, was not 
always Hittle’s passion, although she did 
start playing in the sixth grade. “I wasn’t 
going to play [volleyball] in high school. 
I pretty much played in middle school 
because I was tall. I was a big basketball 
player; volleyball was something I just 
sort of did for fun. I liked basketball 
more than volleyball until my junior 
year, when I started to play volleyball a 
little better,” Hittle said.
 Hittle was a remarkably versatile 
athlete, playing four years of basketball 
at various positions, a year of golf and 
one year of tennis. She earned numerous 
awards in 2003 as an all-area basket-
ball player and received recognition in 
Volleyball Magazine’s Fab50 after lead-
ing her team to a state title in 2003.
 Hawai‘i pursued the six-foot out-
side hitter because she fit the profile 
of what they were searching for in a 
player. Coach Dave Shoji reasoned on 
the decision: “Well, [Hittle] is a very 

fast twitch as we say in the game, she 
can jump over 10 feet, and she has 
good skills. She is pretty much some-
thing we look for.”
 Hittle’s original choice was not 
Hawai‘i, but like her love for basketball, 
things change. “I really wanted to go to 
Georgia Tech for some reason, but they 
pretty much shut me down. I got offers 
from Hawai‘i and some other schools. I 
really liked the coaches and the support 
that the volleyball players receive here. I 
knew [Hawai‘i] was a place I could go 
have fun and be myself,” Hittle said.
 Hittle foreshadowed her humorous 
personality by making coach Shoji sweat 
a bit on her commitment.
 “It was pretty funny. I didn’t want 
to do it like normal,” Hittle told the 
“Honolulu Star-Bulletin” in 2003. “I 
told [Dave] a small school in Rhode 
Island just became interested in me, so 
I think I might want to go on a visit. 
And then I asked him to get a piece 
of paper. I could hear him in the back-
ground asking for a pen. After he was 
ready, I said ‘Jersey size large, shoe 
size 9.5. So then I was like I want to 
come to Hawai‘i ... he was laughing,” 
Hittle told the Bulletin.
 Her former coach from Colorado, 
Judy Peer, made a psychic-like observa-
tion to the Bulletin in 2003 regarding 
Hittle’s commitment to the Rainbow 
Wahine. “She’s just a natural athlete. We 
only practiced twice a week, so she’s 
going to turn into a monster in college.”
 Peer’s statements were eerily accu-
rate. As a freshman, Tara Hittle played in 
all 31 games for the Rainbow Wahine, 
starting 28 at right side hitter. She aver-

aged 2.63 kills, 1.97 digs, 0.65 assists 
and 0.54 blocks a game, earning her 
WAC Freshman of the Year honors.
 Hittle brings more to the table than 
mere statistics. Perhaps her most recog-
nizable feature is her rainbow-colored 
braces. “Yeah, I’ve had braces for just 
about two years. They’ll be coming out 
soon, quite shocking for everyone else 
for me to get them off. They’ve been on 
a long time,” she said.
 She is well known for her light-
hearted and amusing personality. “Oh 
yeah, I like to joke around. I mean, if you 
are not having fun in life, what are you 
living for?” Hittle said.
 Hittle apparently thinks of humor-
ous comments instantaneously, outside 
hitter Jessica Keefe said, “I would say 
Hittle gets the class clown for sure. Her 
cheer whenever she gets a kill is ‘Smile 
for me! Yeah!’ She always has a big 
smile on her face, always.”
 “Hittle just brings a lot of energy to 
every practice and every game,” Coach 
Shoji said. “Just someone who always 
picks everyone else up. She is funny, 
witty and has something to say all the 
time. She’s been a real positive influence 
on our team.”
 Because of an ankle injury, Hittle 
has been temporarily switched to libero 
this season, Shoji said. “She’s going to 
have to be 100 percent to compete as 
a hitter. So far, she’s not quite back to 
where she needs to be.”
 If Hittle’s freshman season was any 
indication of her potential, then, as Peer 
predicted, we could have a monster on 
our hands. The braces will be gone soon, 
but the smiles will only get brighter.


