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By Rachel Manuel
Ka Leo Staff Reporter      

 After the removal of a pro-
fessor and his ban from cam-
pus, students at the University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa’s College 
of Education addressed 14 let-
ters to interim Chancellor Denise 
Konan, asking for an answer as to 
why their instructor was removed 
and demanding that he be rein-
stated to his department – but 
they say they have received no 
response from her.
 Michael D’Andrea, a pro-
fessor within the Department of 
Counseling Education, received a 
letter from Konan, dated March 2, 
stating he was being immediately 
reassigned to work at home and that 
he was prohibited from entering the 
UHM campus and from communi-
cating with his students.
 An agreement was reached 
by UHM last Monday during 
a hearing before U.S. District 
Judge Helen Gillmore, lifting the 
ban from D’Andrea that prevent-
ed him from communicating with 
students and faculty.
 In response to D’Andrea’s 
removal, students within the coun-
seling education department and 
members of the independent student 
organization Students Advocating 
for Greater Empowerment wrote 
letters to Konan, which were deliv-
ered by Rawson Glover and one 
of SAGE’s founding members, 
Elizabeth Foster Heckman. The 
letters were given a week before 
spring break in hope that students 
would be able to meet with Konan 
during the first week of April, 
according to the cover letter writ-
ten by SAGE.
 No response or acknowl-
edgment had been received from 
Konan, according to Heckman.
 “I’m getting the feeling that 
just may be the response we get ... 
silence,” Heckman said. “To me, 
we’re consumers of our education. 
Konan, as an employee of the uni-
versity, has an obligation to respond 
to us as students. To me, it’s highly 
offensive that she wouldn’t say 
anything.”
 According to various letters 
written by the students, Donald 
Young, interim dean, and Geoffrey 
Kucera, department chair of coun-
seling and guidance at the College 
of Education, arrived at D’Andrea’s 
class on March 7 and informed his 
students that he had been unwill-
ingly removed and asked to work at 
home. Several students added that 
they were not given a reason why 
he was removed or told whether 
they would have class the follow-
ing week.
 Many students, some of whom 
prefer to remain anonymous out 
of fear of retaliation, wrote that 
they were sad, angry, confused and 
hurt about what happened. A stu-
dent said he/she felt profession-
ally robbed because they were not 
going to get the education paid for 
and deserved. Another wrote he/
she was upset because information 

Student questions about prof's 
campus ban go unanswered

regarding D’Andrea’s removal was 
being kept from the public.
 Students described the situa-
tion as “horrendous,” “an atrocity” 
and “a travesty.”
 “Personally, I was offended by 
not knowing why ... and being left 
in the dark like a little child,” said 
Holly, who preferred to use only 
her first name. “I find it offensive 
that administrators wouldn’t tell 
students, being directly affected 
by a decision they made, what 
was really happening with this 
decision. I was left to think of all 
the hostilities that are well-known 
in our department among staff and 
how that must be affecting this 
situation.”
 D’Andrea’s removal brought 
up many questions for the students. 
One wrote that it is hard to think of 
reasons so severe that would require 
a professor to be removed mid-
semester, while first-year student 
Anne Marshall of the COE program 
wrote that the lack of response from 
administrators causes students to 
assume the worst – that D’Andrea 
might have been unfairly removed.
 Students expressed concerns 
for their future. A student wrote, “I 
am now wondering if applying to 
this program was a mistake” and 
that this uncertainty resulted from 
“the fact that no one in the depart-
ment, students and faculty alike, 
have been getting their questions 
answered and no one seems to 
know what is going on because of 
‘confidentiality’ matters.”
 Glover, who had D’Andrea as 
an instructor for three courses, said 
that on the day Young and Kucera 
visited D’Andrea’s class, students 
were told that what had happened 
was a confidential matter.
 “When they were explaining 
to us why they couldn’t tell us, it 
seemed like because we’re train-
ing to be counselors, we have to 
really understand what confiden-
tiality means between our clients 
and ourselves,” Glover said. “So 
he kept saying, ‘As counselors, 
you should understand why this 
is confidential.’ Rumors are real-
ly running wild because they’re 
[the administration] not giving 
us any truth.”
 Heckman acknowledged that 
the past few weeks have been frus-
trating for students.
 “We have this moratorium from 
the COE and the chancellor, and the 
university as a whole is silent,” she 
said. “How are we as students sup-
posed to feel when we’re asking 
questions and we’re putting out 
letters asking for a response and we 
get nothing?”
 A response from Gregg 
Takayama, director of public rela-
tions, was unavailable at the time 
of publication.
 In the letters, students testified 
on behalf of D’Andrea, saying he 
was the best professor within the 
CE department and called for him 
to be reinstated. They asked Konan 
to support the students within their 

See Letters, page 2

Freer Hall Communicty Center
Original Plan

Frear Stats
- Frear Hall brings 800 new dorms, 
with an end deadline of fall 2007.
- Current UH student housing costs: 
$2,817 to $5,527 a year
- Original Frear housing cost with 
fitness center and student lounge: 
$7,000 to $9,000 a year
- Updated Frear housing cost with 
removal of recreation facilities: 
About $6,000 to $7,000 a year

KUMARI SHERREITT
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Frear rec rooms  kicked 
out for Housing offices

By Kumari Sherreitt
Ka Leo Associate Features Editor     

 Frear Hall is no longer going to 
have a fitness center or student lounge. 
Instead, in its place, the housing office 
will be relocated from its current position 
at the basement of Johnson Hall. 
 The developer, American Campus 
Communities, designed the building 
and had been the project director as of 
last November, but when their author-
ity changed hands to the University of 
Hawai’i at Mānoa chancellors’ office, so 
did the original plans.
 Francisco Hernandez, vice chan-
cellor of students, said that plans were 
changed because students would face 
additional costs.
 “The planned charge to occupants 
for this was about $2,000 to 3,000 more,” 
he said, and the space was determined 
“more cost-effective as office space.”
 The priorities of the university, 
according to Hernandez, are “to repair 
and maintain the facilities of UH at this 
time.”
 ASUH president Grant Teichman 
does not agree with the decision 
Hernandez has made and said that 
he feels cheated as a student and a 

student representative.
 Teichman said that the Frear build-
ing was supposed to be a student-cen-
tered dormitory, as proposed by the 
students that lobbied the legislature to 
appropriate funding for it last year.
 “I think Hernandez’s decision is 
obscene and atrocious and a slap in the 
face for the students who slept on the 
lawn for more housing,” Teichman said. 
 Hernandez said that Amenities are 
not within a five-year plan of UH.
 “The greatest need is for housing, 
then the amenities,” Hernandez said.
 The timeline that UH is work-
ing to finish involves finishing Frear 
first, then fixing current housing, and 
then, within five years, creating a plan 
to build more housing, according to 
Hernandez. But the plan is yet to be 
thought about in a long-term scale by 
the housing office.
 The original Frear plan created by 
ASUH would make students pay about 
$7,000 to $9,000 a year for a dorm 
in the Hall, according to American 
Campus Communities, compared to 
the present dorm student’s payment of 
$2,817 to $5,527 a year, as stated on the 
UH Web site.
 The housing office’s move to Frear 

Hall will bring greater accessibility to the 
students, Hernandez said. It provides a 
closer location for students to pay bills.
 “It was a difficult choice,” 
Hernandez added.
 Also, the new offices will be acces-
sible for the disabled, while the current 
office is not.
 In 2004, interim housing direc-
tor Margit Misangyi Watts was inter-
viewed by the Honolulu Advertiser of 
her “M town” idea: turning the UH 
campus and the surrounding area into 
a college-town atmosphere. It would 
include new student-friendly places, 
like a café and a town square. When Ka 
Leo asked Vice Chancellor Hernandez 
of UH’s plans of implementing the 
“M town” idea, Hernandez said that 
he was unaware of the plan, as it had 
not formally been introduced to the 
chancellor’s office, the top authority of 
all housing issues.
 The last time that UH opened a 
residence hall was in 1978. The 54-year-
old building has not been in use since 
1997, and the 800 dorm rooms that will 
be created are planned to fix the growing 
student commuter problem. Construction 
is to be finished by this fall, with the start 
of student occupation to coincide.

The original plans for Frear Hall included a 
fitness center and a student lounge. However, 
Student Housing is relocating to the facilities 
from Johnson Hall.
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By Sam Hodges
The Dallas Morning News (MCT)      

 DALLAS – The president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth has told male 
students that in a situation like last week’s 
Virginia Tech shootings, he would expect 
them to charge the assailant, sacrificing 
their lives if necessary.
 Paige Patterson made the remarks 
at Wednesday’s seminary chapel service, 
two days after the shootings.
 “All you had to do was have six 
or eight [students] rush him right at that 
time and 32 people wouldn’t have died,” 
Patterson said of Cho Seung-Hui, who 
went on a lethal shooting spree and then 
shot himself.
 “You don’t let things like that 
happen, guys,” the seminary president 
added. “We just don’t do it.”
 Patterson’s comments have caused 
a buzz on Baptist blogs and Web sites, 
including EthicsDaily.com, which 
published a story about the remarks 
Monday. Some posting blog comments 
faulted him for implying criticism of 
Virginia Tech students who fled or 
pretended to be dead.
 Patterson declined an interview 
request Monday, but issued a state-
ment. In it, he emphasized that he was 

Seminary’s students told 
to charge in an attack

Police officers stand 
outside of Virginia 
Tech's Norris Hall, 
where 32 people 
were killed and more 
were injured Monday, 
April 16, 2007.
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department and for the adminis-
tration to consider their opinions 
of their instructor.
 Trí Lê wrote of how 
D’Andrea quoted the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., during 
classes and said, “If indeed the 
reasons behind his removal stem 
from a social justice/advocacy 
issues, this would be an unfor-
tunate stain to the integrity of a 
university professorship. If ten-
ured professors cannot speak out 
against those things which they 
consider unjust, what does this 
say about UH?”
 The comments made by COE 
students supported the same idea 
of D’Andrea being an inspira-
tional and outstanding instructor.
 “I would leave his class each 
week thinking I could change the 
world,” Glover said. “He really 
had this kind of an impact on his 
students.”
 Heckman said that she has 
had excellent instructors at UH, 
but D’Andrea “stands head and 
shoulders above the rest.”
 “One of the things that 
stands out to me most is that I’ve 
disagreed with him and said, ‘I 
hear what you’re saying, but I 
see it this way,’ and he’s never 
been intimidating or said, ‘Oh, 
you’re wrong,’” Heckman con-
tinued. “I’ve always been able 
to express myself freely around 
him and I find that he’s very open 
to different ideas, and I would 
say in contrast, it’s the university 
and the COE that are not open to 
diverse ideas.”
 UH officials have issued a 
statement: “The University is 
committed to and has a contrac-
tual obligation to provide a safe 
and healthy working and learning 
environment for its faculty, staff 
and students. Furthermore, we try 
to foster a climate of collegial 
respect and trust to support our 
educational mission.”
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David Halberstam 1934-2007

By Casey Ishitani
Ka Leo Comics Editor      

 Journalist and author David 
Halberstam died Monday in a 
car crash in Menlo Park, Calif. 
The car in which he rode was 
broadsided by another car and 
knocked into another vehicle. 
UC Berkeley student Kevin 
Jones, the person driving the 
veteran journalist, as well as 
the persons in the other two 
vehicles, were injured.
 Halberstam started his 
career in the late ’50s by cov-
ering the early civil rights 
movements in Nashville for 
The Tennessean. In the early 
to mid-’60s, he reported on the 
Vietnam War, where his cover-
age (including an eyewitness 
account of the self-immolation 
of Vietnamese Buddhist monk 
Thich Quang Duc) earned 
him a Pulitzer Prize. With an 
estimated 500 individual inter-
views, he also wrote a book in 
1972 concerning that period in 
time, called “The Best and The 
Brightest,” about how upstand-
ing and educated individuals, 
such as John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon B. Johnson, could con-
coct a widely unpopular and 
devastating war.
 Later in life, Halberstam 
wrote books about major 
media figures in “Powers That 
Be” and New York firefight-
ers in 2002’s “Firehouse,” in 
which the main focus was 13 
men of Engine 40 Ladder 35, 
12 of whom died in the World 
Trade Center on 9/11. He also 
concentrated on sports, writ-
ing books such as “Summer 
of ’49,” which discussed the 
Yankees/Red Sox pennant 
race. More toward his usual 
journalistic fashion, he con-
ducted almost 300 interviews 
and attended 50 NBA games 
to write “Playing for Keeps: 
Michael Jordan and the World 
He Made,” in which Jordan 
is not even interviewed. 
Asked by a Salon interviewer 
about what he would ask if 
Jordan had agreed to an hour-
long interview, Halberstam 
quipped, “I’d have needed 
more than an hour.”
 Halberstam is survived by 
his wife Jean and his daughter 
Julia, who is a schoolteach-
er. His brother, noted cardi-
ologist and author Michael 
Halberstam, was fatally shot in 
his home by an escaped con-
vict in 1980. David Halberstam 
had just finished a book about 
the Korean War called “The 
Coldest Winter,” due to hit 
shelves later this year.
 In a 2003 commencement 
address to Tulane University, 
Halberstam told graduates, 
“Try and use your lives wisely, 
and try and make choices – 
even in your professional lives 
– that are of the heart.” 
 True to his advice, 
Halberstam died on the way to 
an interview for another book 
he planned to write.
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not criticizing the conduct of any of the 
survivors.
 But he praised Liviu Librescu, an 
Israeli professor and Holocaust survivor 
who died barricading the door to his 
classroom while students escaped out 
the window.
 “Since I was not at Virginia Tech 
when [the shootings] occurred, any 
judgment on my part would be inap-
propriate,” Patterson said. “But it is not 
inappropriate for me to ask my students 
and faculty to be prepared to act as cou-
rageously as the Israeli professor. We 
cannot bring back the dead, but we can 
determine in our hearts if there is even 
the slightest chance we ever find our-
selves in such an unfortunate situation, 
we will be prepared to prevent some of 
the carnage to the best of our ability.”
 Patterson also elaborated on why 
he thought Christian men should rush an 
assailant in a similar situation.
 “My own perspective is that 
Christians – who believe that heaven is 
their real home and that they are prepared 
for eternity as result of a life changed by 
Christ – are even more obligated to 
act courageously and sacrificially. And 
I am still just old-fashioned enough to 
believe that men are responsible to pro-
tect women and children.”
 Sgt. Allan Baron of the Department 
of Security and University Police at 
Texas A&M University would not rec-
ommend that someone without training 
charge an armed assailant.
 “The best advice you could prob-
ably give to somebody in those types of 
situations is to look for a way to escape 

and get help immediately,” he said.
 Bob Taylor, chairman of the crimi-
nal justice department at the University 
of North Texas, said he regretted any 
public statements that could be inter-
preted to suggest Virginia Tech students 
didn’t measure up.
 “It’s so critically important to err 
on the positive side of people who make 
decisions in these situations,” he said.
 Adam Russell, a Virginia Tech 
senior whose parents live in Flower 
Mound, Texas, was reluctant to project 
himself or anybody else into a tragic 
drama like that at his school last week.
 “I imagine in that situation you’d be 
in a state of panic and not have any idea 
of what you should be doing,” he said.
 Patterson got qualified support from 
Bruce Prescott, an Oklahoma minister. 
Prescott is a moderate Baptist who has 
often been at odds with Patterson, leader 
of the successful effort by conservatives 
to take control of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.
 “Paige rambled on a lot more than 
I would have on this issue,” Prescott said 
after reviewing Patterson’s statement. 
“He also speaks as though he is giving 
orders to subordinates, as if he had a 
right to demand the supreme sacrifice. 
He has no authority to order people to 
sacrifice their lives.”
 “I do think it wise for persons who 
are willing to voluntarily sacrifice them-
selves to be prepared to respond aggres-
sively if they find themselves confronted 
by a gunman like the one at Virginia 
Tech,” Prescott added.



“Oceanic expressions: work from the 
Oceania Centre for Arts and Culture,” 
today, 12 p.m., Burns Hall, room 3118. The 
Oceania Centre, located in Suva, Fiji, aims to 
promote the development of contemporary 
Oceanic visual and performing arts that 
transcend national and ethnic boundaries. 
Katherine Higgins will discuss the growth of 
the center, from vision to reality, its missions 
and programs, as well and the experience 
and inspiration of individual artists. Info: 
Center for Pacific Islands Studies, 956-7700.

“The impact of lightning data 
assimilation on two winter storm 
simulations over the North Pacific,” 
a meteorology seminar, today, 3:30 
to 5 p.m., Marine Science Building, 
room 100. Antti Pessi, a meteorology 
graduate student, will present. Info: meteo-
rology department, 956-8775, metdept@
hawaii.edu, http://lumahai.soest.hawaii.
edu.

“Termites in Hawaii” today, 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m., Hamilton Library, room 
301. Professor Kenneth Grace researches 
the behavior, ecology and control of the 
Formosan subterranean termite, a serious 
structural pest worldwide. Refreshments 
will be served. Info: Jonelle Sage, 956-9932, 
jsage@hawaii.edu.

“Na Paniolo of Hawai‘i,” tonight, 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m., Orvis Auditorium. 
Admission: general - $10; student - $6. 
Info: music department, 95-MUSIC, uhm-
music@hawaii.edu, http://www.hawaii.
edu/uhmmusic.
 
“Careers in business and techni-
cal writing,” tomorrow, 9 to 10:30 
a.m., Kuykendall Hall, room 410. 
Jack Molisani, president of the Aloha 

Community of the Society for Technical 
Communication, Mary Townsley-Ross, assis-
tant vice president for corporate communi-
cations at Bank of Hawai‘i and Jim Henry, 
English professor, will present. Pastries 
will be served. Info: Jim Henry, 956-3074, 
jmhenry@hawaii.edu.

“Representing identity in contempo-
rary art,” a biography lecture, tomor-
row, 12 to 1:15 p.m., Henke Hall, 
room 325. Jaimey Hamilton and students 
of Art 400 will present. Info: Craig Howes, 
956-3774, biograph@hawaii.edu.

“Comets amongst the asteroids: icy 
bodies in the inner solar system,” 
tomorrow, 2 to 4 p.m., Institute for 
Astronomy. Henry Hsieh will present. 
Info: 956-8500.

“Towards better understanding of 
El Niño activity,” tomorrow, 3 p.m., 
Marine Science Building, room 100. 
Meteorology professor Fei-Fei Jin will pres-
ent. Info: 956-7633, ocean@soest.hawaii.
edu.

Italian folk dance workshop, tomor-
row, 4 to 6 p.m., Hemenway Hall, 
room 208. This workshop will feature 
Southern Italian ritual dances accompanied 
by percussive music. The selection will 
include tarantella and pizzica. Info: Valeria 
Wenderoth, 956-4166, valeria@hawaii.edu.

Young composers symposium, 
tomorrow, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., Orvis 
Auditorium. Undergraduate music com-
position students will perform their new 
works. Info: music department, 95-MUSIC, 
uhmmusic@hawaii.edu, http://www.
hawaii.edu/uhmmusic.

Events Calendar
Please e-mail any community or campus events to calendar@kaleo.org. 

Superman-clad heroes. Now, it’s not 
unlikely to go to a comic convention and 
have most of the scene be dominated by 
Japanese characters and cultures. At last 
year’s Kawaii Kon, there was an abun-
dant amount of costumes to choose as 
your favorite, but there were also a strik-
ing amount of monotonous store-bought 
costumes.
 The relatively low levels of anime 
available in America, combined with 
Japan’s market already supplying pre-
built costumes, means that truly special 
costumes are held in higher regard, and 
has raised the expectation level for cos-
players. This has given America’s biggest 
conventions, like SakuraCon, increased 
media attention and places Japanese 
hope on the idea of the increased pen-
etration into the American market.
 While it is unlikely that the 
American scene will ever give cos-play-
ing more respect than it does its own 

By Taylor Hall
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 On April 27, the Hawai‘i 
Convention Center will be hosting the 
Kawaii Kon (Kawaii means “cute” in 
Japanese). Kawaii Kon is a once-a-year 
hub of Japanese animation in Hawai‘i. 
It hosts American and Japanese voice 
actors, gives people a chance to meet and 
greet industry professionals and includes 
a few performances by some key anime 
musicians.
 The Kawaii Kon was attended by 
nearly 2,000 guests last year, an increase 
of 500 people from the previous year, 
making it not only Hawaii’s only anime 
convention, but also one of the most 
popular.
 Kawaii Kon is also the place to see 
the best of Hawaii’s cos-playing scene. 
Cos-playing is the act of dressing up as 
a character from a video game or anime, 
and has quickly built its own culture in 
the otaku (“fan” in Japanese) scene.
 Cos-playing has become an inter-
national obsession, and Japan’s leading 
designers routinely walk the streets of 
Shibuya to get ideas and inspiration. 
The Shibuya district has been well-doc-
umented in the “Fresh Fruit” annual 
picture book. The designer no longer 
invents for the consumer, but gains inspi-
ration from them. This gives designers 
and animators more prestige, as their 
creations are seen as the benchmark of 
Japanese art and culture, and expecta-
tions raise with each passing anime.
 America is new to the idea of seri-
ous costume creations, and overall recep-
tion is seen as an offshoot of American 
convention culture. Star Trek, Star Wars, 
D&D and the Larping (live role-playing 
gaming) Society have existed for years 
in America, and the overall impact of 
Japanese cos-playing is small, although 
growing.
 At one time, a Chun Li (“Street 
Fighter” video game series) costume at 
a comic convention would have brought 
attention away from the Klingon and 
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Go to Kawaii Kon, stay for the costumes

The Kawaii Kon
Date: April 27 to 29
Place: Hawai‘i Convention Center
Ticket prices: Adult: 3 Day – $45; 2 Day 
– $35; 1 Day – $25. Child (ages six to 13): 
3 Day – $35, 2 Day – $25, 1 Day – $15.
Doors open
Friday: 9 a.m. – 12 a.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. – 12 a.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Cos-play, or “costume 
play,” is a growing 
phenomenon in cos-
tume making in the 
United States due 
to the huge amount 
of entertainment 
programs that are 
imported.
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Larping scene, the scene of Kawaii Kon 
is indeed an annual passage for some and 
a great spectacle for the uninitiated.
 Whether you go for an afternoon 
or for the whole weekend, Kawaii Kon 
is building speed as an industry staple, 
so catch it while it’s still in its awkward 
formation years, and whatever you do, 
don’t miss the costume contest.
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EditorialCartoon

By Lillie Kilburn
Arizona Daily Wildcat 
(U. Arizona)     

(U-WIRE) TUCSON, Ariz. – To 
a British person, it would seem 
strange that a nation was once so 
entirely terrified of communism. 
To an American, it doesn’t even 
need explanation. Nobody glorifies 
individualism more than America.
 Of course, individuality is 
not a bad thing. It’s a marvelous 
thing. But somewhere along the 
line, independence kind of stopped 
meaning “free” and began to mean 
“to each his own,” “caveat emptor,” 
“I’m not responsible for you.”
 And that is not only a bad 
thing, it’s stupid, too. No mat-
ter what we tell ourselves, we 
are affected by others and their 
actions affect us.
 For example, I often hear 
smokers explaining their choice 
to smoke by saying, “Well, it’s 

my business and it’s my body. If 
I want to give myself lung cancer 
that’s my choice and I should be 
able to do it.”
 I agree smokers should smoke 
if they want to. But they shouldn’t 
delude themselves that it’s nobody’s 
business but their own.
 We don’t have socialized med-
icine here, but our health care fates 
are still intertwined, thanks to the 
extended tendrils of health insur-
ance companies. So, if a smoker 
gets lung cancer, the cost of his or 
her treatment affects the payments 
of everyone else who belongs to 
the same provider.
 From another point of view, 
Big Tobacco gains more money 
and power for every pack of ciga-
rettes that a smoker buys. I’m 
not an economist, but I think if 
people stopped buying cigarettes, 
they’d stop selling cigarettes. So, 
by smoking, each individual is 
perpetuating its existence.

 I don’t mean to single out 
smokers here. The same logic 
holds true for heart disease and 
fatty foods, or for any other choice 
a person can make. The grade you 
get in each class you are taking 
affects the curve, affecting every-
one else’s grade and the grading 
standards your professor will use 
next year.
 Everything that we do con-
tributes to the culture we share, 
rippling through history.
 A lot of people our age don’t 
care about government, either. 
They say their vote hardly matters 
in electing officials to office – and 
so many decisions these days are 
made by appointed officials who 
aren’t even elected at all, like the 
decisions of the military com-
manders in Iraq. They say the gov-
ernment doesn’t represent them, 
so they choose to be individuals, 
operating on their own.
 But this is also wrong. We 

may not have technical control 
over the internal happenings of 
government, but the culture we 
help create does dictate what will 
and won’t happen. Quite simply, 
politicians want to be re-elected. 
Nobody in power will pass a law 
that 0 percent of the population 
wants. And nobody will keep a law 
that nobody abides by.
 The 21st Amendment, repeal-
ing prohibition, was passed 
because the prevailing culture 
simply rejected the law like a body 
rejects a foreign organ. American 
people refused to abide by the 
law in such great numbers that it 
became almost impossible to fight 
the organized crime rings that pro-
vided them with illegal alcohol.
 Everyone who visited a speak-
easy didn’t lobby Congress to 
repeal the law, because they didn’t 
have to. The social problems creat-
ed by the cumulative effect of their 
actions were so great that activists 

began lobbying for its repeal. In 
the end, because of the personal 
choices of millions of individuals, 
it became in the government’s best 
interests to repeal the law.
 It’s easier not to accept 
the significance of our actions, 
though. It’s a lot easier to justify 
selfishness by calling it laudable 
individualism. It’s a lot easier not 
to care about anyone or anything 
else than yourself when you per-
suade yourself that you don’t have 
any effect on other people.
 As some of us graduate and 
others begin to consider our career 
choices, the effect that our deci-
sions will have on everyone else 
is something to consider. Perhaps 
our decisions will have a nega-
tive effect on the world around us. 
Perhaps they will be beneficial. 
But we can’t doubt that we will 
have an effect.
 Truly, none of us is an island.

Individualism: what it doesn’t mean

By Justin Hahn
Ka Leo Commentary Writer     

 Loneliness is a terrible disease. It 
makes people do strange things, from 
murdering 32 people at 11 a.m. on a 
Monday to dressing like a goth.
 Loneliness, Kurt Vonnegut said, 
is the most wretched disease of our 
times. Loneliness takes a number of 
forms, from simple malaise to sexual 
frustrations. And the worse form of 
loneliness, as far as I’m concerned, is 
not getting any.
 Not getting any can be defined as 
the state a person, who can and should 
be having sex, simply can’t have sex. 
The causes are many and assorted, rang-
ing from bad breath to social ineptitude. 
Sometimes not getting any is deserved, 
but not for extended periods of time. No 
one deserves more than a few months 
of that kind of loneliness. Everyone 
deserves to get laid on a regular basis, 
and the lack of it is terrible.
 Not getting any is the root of ter-
rible problems. Fear of it makes us stay 
in relationships we shouldn’t, and threat 

of it makes us kowtow like puppies. It 
makes us go to clubs and dress horribly, 
waste $3 on a Bud Light, and dance like 
abject retards. It makes women spend 
billions every year on bras and depilatory 
products and forces men to make the 
ultimate choice: bros or hos? It inspires 
cat ladies and creepy old Speedo men 
to do what they do and is probably the 
cause of half the world’s crappy driving. 
Not to mention all that skeezy Internet 
porn and that annoying coworker or 
classmate who keeps asking to “hang 
out” with you.
 But most importantly for college 
students, not getting any really gets in the 
way of studying. When we should really 
be reading that 1,000-page Victorian 
novel, we’re too busy poking each other 
on Facebook.
 As far as I’m concerned, we all 
ought to make a concerted effort to 
eradicate this dread affliction. There 
used to be good reasons for not get-
ting any. Namely, venereal diseases and 
unplanned pregnancies. But since VD 
became STDs and understanding of 
them has blossomed, there is no good 

reason to keep this outmoded state of 
unhappiness around.
 So, your mission, should you 
choose to accept it, is to spread your 
ass around. Boys and girls, get busy. 
But don’t just have sex. Have sex with 
people you wouldn’t normally have sex 
with. Like that fat girl down the hall, that 
gamer geek in your Econ class or the 
lonely old woman you see at Longs from 
time to time.
 Get outside of your usual circle of 
acquaintances and lower your standards 
without getting drunk. Meet new people, 
not necessarily with the intention of lay-
ing them, but with the possible outcome. 
Because meeting new people is the best 
way to cure loneliness, the most dreaded 
disease of our time.
 Of course, abolishment of not get-
ting any would have economic rami-
fications. Hot Topic and Local Fever 
would go out of business. Hummer 
sales would drastically decrease, and 
all those ads for online dating sites 
would probably disappear from our 
MySpace logout pages. But then again, 
the hit NBC docudrama “To Catch 
a Predator” would also go belly-up, 
because who would spend thousands of 
dollars on plane tickets, rental cars and 
hotel rooms when there’s an available 
screw right down the street?

The disease of loneliness

 We of the McCully-Moiliili 
neighborhood congratulate Ka 
Leo O Hawai‘i for recognizing 
the hard work going into cleaning 
up our neighborhood in “A var-
nish of safety at Varsity Gate.” 
The work of Laura Ruby, the 
Hale Anuenue students and the 
Prince Kuhio families is grate-
fully appreciated.
 Let me clear up one mis-
statement from the article. Totally 
Against Graffiti (T.A.G.)’s corps 
group is made up of volunteers 
from the Boys & Girls Club of 
Honolulu, the McCully-Moiliili 
Neighborhood Board, HOPE 968 
church, Japanese Cultural Center 
of Hawai‘i, Honolulu Police 
Department, McCully Citizen’s 
Patrol, Moiliili Citizen’s Patrol 
and the Attorney General’s 
Office.
 Our next neighborhood 
cleanup will be held at 8 a.m. on 

Saturday, May 5. We will meet 
at Prince Kuhio School (2759 S. 
King St.), break down into teams 
and go as far as we can with the 
people available. Want to vol-
unteer? Go to tagteamhawaii@
gmail.com to sign up.
   
Ron Lockwood, Chair
McCully-Moiliili Neighborhood Board

LetterstotheEditor
Neighborhood board thanks 
Ka Leo, announces next cleanup
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validity, a source of confusion. But 
all sides are abolished when he begins 
to chant, and all the layers of his per-
sonality are absolved into the rhythm 
and intensity of the ancient Sanskrit 
mantras.
 April Vea shared the presentation 
with her family that night, bringing 
her son, daughter and close friend to 
experience music that creates “a place 
of rest and calmness that she yearns for 
during the workday.”
 The mantras sung “cross any 
boundaries,” Vea said, adding that they 
are “not connected to any specific reli-
gion, path or dogma.” 
 “Open-minded, spiritual people 
that are into a lot different things tend 
to be interested in his type of music,” 
said UH religion professor Ram Das 
Lamb, a close friend to Krishna Das.

Philosophy
 “Those that have returned have 
given us these Names of God. These 
Names are the sound of the surf of that 
Ocean of Love ... Everyone has their 
own path to this beach, to the Ocean, 
but we all wind up in the same place,” 
Krishna Das said. “There is only one ... 
One.”
 A common aphorism is used 
by Krishna Das, accommodating his 
acquired traditional Hindu philosophy 
into a modern Western context.
 “Loving God is most important, 
not the label you give to yourself,” said 
Kashmir Geatley, one of the Hawai‘i 
event organizers for Krishna Das.
 Both Geatley and Lamb agree 
that Krishna Das “knows what he is 
but doesn’t choose to label himself.”
 “Compassion to ourselves is a 
part of [devotion to God] ... being good 
to ourselves,” Krishna Das said as he 
began, “This is a prayer to the ‘power 
of grace,’ love that comes to us even 
when we think we don’t deserve it.”

Chanting
 As told to Krishna Das by his 
guru, Neem Karoli Baba, chanting is 
the path of devotion and way to God.
 According to Krishna Das’ offi-
cial Web site, “When we gather togeth-
er to sing like this, we are helping each 
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Krishna Das: Traditional Indian music with a western edge

100 Years Strong

Gift from Thailand
By PatriCia wiLson

1967
 King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit of Thailand gave the uni-
versity the Thai Pavilion as a gift of friendship. Originally built at the Grand 
Palace, it was taken apart and shipped to UH. Arriving in January 1965, the 
six crates were put into storage and forgotten. Reconstruction didn’t occur until 
May 1967, after being informed that the king of Thailand would be returning. 
The members of the Honolulu Building and Construction Trades Council 
came to the aid of the university, managing to finish it in a month’s time. 

Photo courtesy of “Building a Rainbow” by Victor Kobayashi.

By Kumari Sherreitt
Ka Leo Associate Features Editor     

 “Everybody wants the same thing: 
real love that comes and doesn’t go,” 
and with that, Krishna Das explained 
his life pursuits and his traveling band 
of traditional Indian music’s mission of 
spreading love around the globe.
 “Love is done primarily through 
the singing of devotional hymns, 
or mantras,” Krishna Das told the 
audience, sitting cross-legged on 
the floor Thursday night in the Art 
Auditorium. This practice he deliv-

ers is bhakti yoga, a devotion to God 
through service.
 Thinking about meditating and 
concerning oneself with the signifi-
cance of the meditation during a kirtan 
or bhajan (a chanting congregation) 
is distractive to the process, Krishna 
Das told the audience in between per-
sonal anecdotes. The amiable New 
Yorker personality, characterized by 
his blunt humor, sets Krishna Das apart 
from other chanters, especially native 
Indians.
 His personality is one of his dis-
tinct appeals, and for skeptics of his 

 

Indian Traditions Defined:

Tambala: North Indian drum set 
that accompanies a singer tradi-
tionally during a Kirtan (congres-
sional singing of divine mantras). 
Harmonium: Wooden piano-like 
box which, in India,   uses hand-
pumped air to produce sounds 
similar to an accordion. 
Mantra:  Sanskrit poem or lyric 
that is used as spiritual intermedi-
ary though meditation or concen-
tration of the sound done between 
the devotee and God. 
Hindu philosophy: The basics 
of Hindu philosophy are found 
within the ancient text called the 
Vedas. The thousands of books 
compiled into the Vedas, said to 
have been told to man by God, 
contain the collection of absolute 
knowledge. The ideas of vegetari-
anism, karma and reincarnation 
are its most prominent beliefs. 

 Krishna Das’ mother had dis-
agreed with his newfound spirituality. 
She had gone to fetch him in India, 
but was not successful. It was his own 
guru that had sent him back to the 
states to appease his mother’s desire.
 Krishna Das was raised without 
spirituality and came from a Jewish 
heritage. His family only went to the 
synagogue for funerals. 
 “You only learn by making mis-
takes,” he said, a position that hits 
close to home for him.
 Krishna Das’ performance was 
lively, animated and inspirational. It 
left no one in the room without a smile 
or a sense of ease at the close of the 
night.

other find our own paths. We all must 
travel this path by ourselves because 
each of us is our own path.”
 As the night progressed, the room 
of unconnected people began to form 
one; the sound, the repetitious chant-
ing of “Rama, Rama Rama Sita Rama 
Rama Rama” or other mantras, bring-
ing all in the room together in a deep 
trance.
 Lamb, an Indian veteran (to be 
modest) has studied Indian religions 
and philosophy for years.
 “In India, chanting devotional 
songs is a very common practice,” he 
said. “That is an essential part of their 
daily lives.”
 During Krishna Das’ performance, 
he even went as far as to sing a song 
with the lyrics “Jesus is on that main 
line, tell him what you want,” (“Jesus 
is on the Main Line,” Aerosmith) then 
reverted back to the Indian mantras. 
And it is this, for many fans and fol-
lowers, Krishna Das’ lack of affiliation 
to any religion, that creates his appeal.
 Krishna Das described this 
philosophy as handed down from 
his guru. 
 “Through repetition of the names, 
call them the names of God ... the pres-
ence hidden in our own being, [and] 
we become aware of it.”

Another life
 Krishna Das, aka Jeff Kagel by 
family and friends of his previous 
life, aka K.D. by fans of his music, 
has taken many transformations while 
developing into the person he is today, 
he told Ka Leo, and he has only just 
begun.
 In his past life, Krishna Das was 
an American man. He associated with 
this form of life, as anyone will, liv-
ing a life with which he did not feel 
satisfied.
 “When I went to India, I got 
happy,” he said; a statement deeply 
rooted.
 He told the audience that the 
process, the change that he under-
went to get to India, was the lay 
board to his happiness. Combined 
with the intense feelings of austerity 
and sincerity of spirit, it made him 
never want to leave.

COURTESY PHOTO • Krishna Das
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UH Globe Trekker

Switzerland

By Seth Char
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 December 2006, Winter Break
 After a good few weeks in Holland, it 
was time to up the ante a bit. With an invita-
tion from a ski-instructor friend in hand, my 
Dutch road trip partner and I set upon a new 
journey from the heated comfort of his dad’s 
Peugiot station wagon, to a little place called 
Switzerland.
 After being waved past rather easily by 
a Swiss border guard, my original misconcep-
tion of Switzerland as a serene, blue-skied 
land with endless miles of green meadows and 
“Heidi-esque” blonde children running around 
was quickly put to rest. For a time, there was 
nothing but industrial trucks accompanying 
us on the desolate road, all with one thing in 
common: the familiar white cross-red square 
Swiss flag emblazoned proudly on them. This 
display of nationalism, I found out later, was a 
common phenomenon in this neutral European 
country. My Dutch friend quickly noted that 
the Swiss were possibly more nationalistic and 
proud than even us Americans; whether that is 
true or not, I have no opinion. The blue, sweet-

smelling skies of the many books and postcards 
I had seen earlier was a grotesque gray haze of 
pollution blocking out the sunlight.
 Fortunately, as we drove higher into the 
mountains of Flumserberg, the depressing 
scenery was replaced by beautiful visions of 
snow-topped wooden cottages, crystal clear 
blue skies, and air so pure you’d swear it was 
scented. Indeed, the Switzerland that we know 
of from the media still exists – just not any-
where near the big cities. 
 Skiing and snowboarding in Flumserberg 
was not only exhilarating, but calming in a way. 
Switzerland is known as one of the premier 
places for winter sports, and I could quickly see 
why. As you glide down gracefully (hopefully) 
on your skis or board, the crisp wind and white 
sun bathes your face with their caresses, as the 
cloudless sky extends endlessly above. At the 
Flumserberg ski site, the elevation was so high 
that we were literally above the clouds; looking 
below, we couldn’t see anything of the cities 
and towns because they were obscured by the 
fluffy haze.
 If you bring your own gear (ours was 
kindly loaned to us from our ski instructor 
friend), you can expect to have an excellent 

day amongst the beautiful mountain scenery 
while skiing for an affordable 80 to 100 francs 
(or $66 to $83 USD) a day. This figure takes 
into consideration your expected rest stops at 
the various wooden inns and cafes that dot 
the mountain. Each offers delicious ciders, 
Swiss hot chocolate, beers, wines, as well as 
an assortment of tasty dishes: schnitzel (pork 
cutlet), pasta, veal cutlets and cordon bleu. 
 The Swiss adventure wouldn’t be the 
same without dropping in on Zurich, which is 
arguably one of the most cosmopolitan cities in 
the country, and is also home to Switzerland’s 
financial sector. Patrolling around, we stopped 
by the University of Zurich, one of the oldest 
and most prestigious Universities there. Sadly, 
the school was closed for Winter Break, but we 
still were allowed to walk around the sizable 
campus and admire the architecture and art. 
It was interesting to note that the university’s 
grasp extends throughout the city, as an effi-
cient rail trolley system took us from the Zurich 
central plaza into the heart of the campus. 
 As we were told, this rail system is 
expansive and is a free service to all university 
students who dislike annoying, traffic-laden 
commutes or waiting for buses. Perhaps that is 

what we need at our school, I thought.
 We wrapped up our trip by dropping in 
on a Swiss beer hall, which boasted a wooden 
interior and was rife with cigarette smoke – just 
as we expected. My friend ordered a deli-
cious jumbo cordon bleu, which was massive 
and was browned to a crispy fried perfection. 
Not surprisingly, French fries were automati-
cally served with many of our dishes, as it 
was in Holland; no sticky white rice, no Uncle 
Ben’s rice, no mashed potatoes, no noodles. 
Thankfully, unlike Holland, mayonnaise was 
not served with the fries, but my friend quickly 
remedied that by kindly asking the Swiss wait-
ress for a bottle of his favorite treat. 
 To allow a proper goodbye to Switzerland, 
the land of Heidi, I had a delicious plate of tra-
ditional Swiss “schnitzel and noodles,” smoth-
ered in brown gravy and a Swiss lager to boot. 
Truly, though Switzerland is a small country, 
it will remain close in my heart for a lifetime 
– it must have been the combination of Swiss 
hot chocolate, schnitzel and noodles with hot 
gravy, jumbo cordon bleus, and the excitement 
of skiing down the Swiss alps that have made 
me so fond of it to this day.

COURTESY PHOTOS• Seth Char

Wooden. cozy structures like these are everywhere in the Swiss Alps, often with cups of hot 
chocolate waiting for weary skiers.
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Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

By Ryan Ellis
Ka Leo Staff Reporter      

 The University of Hawai‘i 
Rainbow Wahine water polo team 
has been flying under the radar all 
season long. Heading into the post-
season, the Wahine are ranked fourth 
in the country and boast a regular 
season record of 15-8, including a 9-3 
conference record.
 Leading this year’s squad is senior 
goalie Meike De Nooy, who has a 
goals against average (GA/M) of 7.83 
while making an average of 11 saves 
per match.
 Originally from the Netherlands, 
De Nooy also spent time growing up in 
Africa. Spending two and a half years 
in Ethiopia, De Nooy brings a fresh 
perspective to the United States.
 “Growing up, I went back and 
forth between Dutch and international 
schools,” De Nooy said. “I started play-
ing water polo when I was 13. I was 
fed up with swimming and someone 
suggested it to me. I didn’t quite know 
what it was.”
 Since she started playing, only 
one position seemed fit for De Nooy.
 “I have always been a goalie,” 
she said. “Nobody ever wanted to play 
goalie, and I was like ‘OK, I’ll do it.’”
 A psychology major, but an art-
ist at heart, De Nooy had other plans 
before ending up in Hawai‘i.
 “Honestly, I really didn’t want 
to go to the United States,” De Nooy 
said. “I was trying to study abroad in 
Australia, but it was too expensive. 
The week I got into an art school back 
home I got an invitation to come to 
Hawai‘i.”
 With all her previous traveling, 
there’s no surprise that De Nooy is fit-
ting in well at UH.
 “I like the fact that if I feel like 

going to the beach and I have time to 
go to the beach, I can get on a bicycle 
and be there in 10 minutes,” De Nooy 
said. “I love the weather. One of the 
things I don’t like about Europe is 
that I love winter, but it always takes 
too long.”
 A busy student athlete schedule 
has her working most of the time, 
but De Nooy said that she tries to get 
out and explore the island as much 
as she can.
 “I’m not as fond of Honolulu, but 
I like to get out and see the waterfalls 
and all the different landscapes that are 
here to be seen,” she said. “I just wish I 
had more time to actually go see it.”
 The word “busy” just scratches 
the surface as far as De Nooy’s sched-
ule is concerned. During the season, 
De Nooy and her teammates can spend 
upwards of five hours a day in the pool, 
either conditioning or practicing with 
the rest of the team.
 All that work has paid off, as the 
Wahine are currently riding a five-
match win streak and are set to play 
in the 2007 Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation Championship as the No. 
4 seed. De Nooy isn’t surprised at her 
team’s success so far this year.
 “I expected to do this well,” De 
Nooy stated. “I didn’t think it was 
going to be easy, but we have done 
pretty well the last two years and we 
have a good team. Everyone is capable 
and I think all the girls have grown and 
taken big steps. Seeing all that, if we 
come together, we should be able to do 
well. There shouldn’t be a reason for us 
to not get where we are.”
 Along with her expectations for 
a successful regular season, De Nooy 
didn’t have any doubts that this team 
could go deep into the postseason.
 “I think everyone showing what 
they can do at the same time is the 

De Nooy surges  
UH water polo into 
successful season

LEFT: University of 
Hawai'i Rainbow 
Wahine goalie 
Meike DeNooy 
during a portrait 
session at the 
Duke Kahanamoku 
Swimming Complex 
on Monday, April 23, 
2007 in Honolulu. 
JORDAN MURPH
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

 
BOTTOM: De Nooy 
makes a save during 
a sudden death win 
over San Diego State 
earlier this season. 
De Nooy, a native of 
the Netherlands, has 
been making quite 
a splash this season 
for the Rainbow 
Wahine.  

DAN RICHARDS
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

key to win-
ning,” De 
Nooy said. 
“A lot of 
us have 
had good 
individual 
games, so 
I think if 
everyone 
can be 
awesome 
at the same 
time, then 
a n y o n e 
we play 
is going to 
have trouble 
doing some-
thing about it.”
 De Nooy 
and the Rainbow 
Wahine are in 
Tempe, Ariz., 
this week play-
ing for the MPSF 
Championship host-
ed by Arizona State 
University. UH’s match 
takes place on Thursday 
at the Mona Plummer 
Aquatic Center at 7:00 
a.m. HST.


