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By Aamer Madhani
Chicago Tribune (MCT)   

 BLACKSBURG, Va. – The sus-
pected gunman in the Virginia Tech 
shooting rampage, Cho Seung-Hui, 
was a troubled 23-year-old senior from 
South Korea who investigators believe 
left an invective-filled note in his dorm 
room, sources say.
 The note included a rambling list 
of grievances, according to sources. 
They said Cho also died with the words 
“Ismail Ax” in red ink on the inside of 
one of his arms.
 Cho had shown recent signs of 
violent, aberrant behavior, according to 
an investigative source, including set-
ting a fire in a dorm room and allegedly 
stalking some women.
 A note believed to have been 
written by Cho was found in his dorm 

Virginia Tech grad-
uate student Ken 
Stanton (right) 
comforts a fel-
low student near 
classmate Kate 
Tresslen (second 
from left) during a 
memorial service 
at Lane Stadium 
yesterday, a day 
after 33 people 
were shot to death 
on campus in 
Blacksburg, VA.
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CAMPUS 
IN SHOCK

College gunman left note: 
‘You caused me to do this’

DAN RICHARDS • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Students waiting for the Rainbow Shuttle at the Queen Lili‘uokulani Center for Student 
Services read about about the Virginia Tech shootings in yesterday's issue of Ka Leo O 
Hawai‘i that covered the tragic event.

room that railed 
against “rich 
kids,” “debauch-
ery” and “deceit-
ful charlatans” on 
campus.
 The English 
major from 
Centreville, Va., 
a rapidly grow-
ing suburb of 
Washington, D.C., came to the United 
States in 1992, an investigative source 
said. He was a legal permanent resi-
dent.
 His family runs a dry cleaning 
business and he has a sister who gradu-
ated from Princeton University, accord-
ing to the source.
 Investigators believe Cho at some 

See Note, page 2

CHO

Mānoa campus prayer service

A prayer vigil for Virginia Tech will be held 
tonight from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Hawai‘i 
Institute of Geophysics, room 110.

Earth Day Special 
Tomorrow! Look out 
for tomorrow’s issue, which 
will feature Earth Day 
stories and the Sustainable 
Saunders event.

Counseling 
offered in 
after-effect

See Help, page 2

46% of students feel 
unsafe, audit finds

Administrators 
rethink security 

measures in dorms

By Justin Hedani
Ka Leo News Editor    

 After what is being called the 
deadliest shooting in American his-
tory, the Virginia Tech shooting has 
many students questioning their safety 
– especially at the dorms.
 “Personally, I don’t think there’s 
enough security [at the dorms and] 
there’s a lot of students [to over-
see],” said Andrea W., a student at the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa.
 The first report of killings was 
at West Ambler Johnston Hall, on 
Virginia Tech’s campus, where a man 
and a woman were found dead in their 
dorm rooms.
 “I don’t know, it kind of widens 
your scope,” said Leigh Hokawa, a 
student residing at Gateway House, 
“[but] it doesn’t affect me directly or 
scare me.” 
 According to the management 
audit conducted by State Auditor 
Marion Higa and the Office of the 
Auditor, “Forty-six percent of the stu-
dents disagree with this statement: ‘I 
feel safe on campus.’” While in the 
lower housing district, 43 percent of 
Noelani residents felt that they were 
“dissatisfied” with security and the 
safety of their belongings.
 “I don’t think it’s the fault about 
security,” said Elias Allen, a Gateway 
suite resident. “I always lock my door; 
I’m not really worried.”
 Allen also said if he saw someone 
suspicious, he would confront them 

and ask then what they were doing.
 Student services are working on 
ways to improve the safety and security 
for residents on campus.
 “We are putting electronic card 
access on all the doors in [Hale] Aloha, 
Wainani, Noelani and front doors 
only of remaining halls,” said Laurie 
Furutani, interim housing director.
 Currently, security and housing 
staff are coordinating their efforts and 
security is providing training for resi-
dent staff members to make safety a 
priority.
 Neal Sakamoto, chief of security 
at UHM said that new screen windows 
will be put into all first floor dormito-
ries so that it will be harder for burglars 
to get into rooms.
 “We’ve been working with the 
housing staff to improve doors and 
windows,” Sakamoto said.
 In the same audit, it was said that 
“we recommend that the University 
of Hawai‘i introduce legislation for 
Campus Security to be given arrest 
authority and the authority to carry 
weapons.”
 “I wouldn’t arm the guys I have 
now,” Sakamoto said “[but] we’ve 
been looking at adding police officers 
[to security]. They would be actual 
police officers, they would have arrest 
authorities and they will carry guns.”
 The audit also stated that “there 
are too few security officers on duty to 
deter and react to crimes.”
 Security has requested eight addi-
tional security staff members and cur-
rently has seven pending background 
checks. Sakamoto said that 14 to 15 
more will be requested for their force 
next legislative session.
 Francisco Hernandez, Vice 

See Safety, page 2

By Tiffany Hill
Ka Leo Associate News Editor      

 With the horrific massacre shoot-
ing that occurred Monday at Virginia 
Tech, many universities, including the 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, have 
turned their focus onto whether they 
would be prepared for similar situation.
 The person most in charge of coor-
dinating disaster relief efforts is Mel 
Won, the UH Emergency Planning 
Coordinator. Emergency planning 
includes a variety of emergency types, 
from natural disasters such as the earth-
quakes last October, to terrorist attacks 
and school shootings. The university 
has also recently taken steps for a more 
advanced campus-wide alert notifica-
tion.
 “ITS purchased the automated noti-
fication service that opens up to all the 
campuses ... we are in the process of put-

ting together and creating the procedures 
so it can work,” said Won.
 Won is currently undergoing train-
ing in the U.S. Homeland Security  
Exercise Evaluation Program in order 
to receive federal funding for the uni-
versity’s emergency planning program, 
including funding for expenditures such 
as an emergency response center, which 
is currently a conference room in Hawai‘i 
Hall. 
 “[The training] encompasses all 
kinds of disasters,” said Won, but added 
that it does not necessarily focus on 
shootings. The program is focused on 
training Won to be prepared in civil 
emergency management. 
 Won said that the shooting in 
Virginia is an isolated case but that the 
UH emergency plan has included pro-
visions for terrorist attacks. According 
to the emergency planning Web site, a 
mass casualty shooting falls under the 
category of terrorist attacks.
 “The emergency plan is supposed 
to encompass all types of disasters,” said 
Won, but added that all types deserve 
equal attention.

 “I think [being prepared for a 
school shooting] is something that the 
university will work together and decide 
what to do. This is something that is a 
priority and I can tell you right now that 
it is a priority of the administration,” said 
Won.
 Won added that some time this 
month, the university is going to test 
an alert roster, in which administration 
officials on a phone tree roster will notify 
each other as if it was a real emergency. 
Won is also working with the State Civil 
Defense concerning hurricane disaster 
preparedness.
 Won’s recommendation for stu-
dents is to become familiar with the 
emergency plan as it continually being 

See Response, page 2

UHM advances 
alert system

Matthew K. Ing
Ka Leo Editor in Chief       

 Two days ago, the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa, to many students, felt 
like a relatively safe academic environ-
ment. But after Monday’s massacre at 
Virginia Polytechnic University, mixed 
feelings have filled the campus.
 Delcey Pa, a UHM freshman plan-
ning to major in business, first learned 
about the shooting from friends late 
Monday morning.
 “Since I heard about the shoot-
ing, in the back of my mind, as I walk 
around, I know something like that could 
happen, but I really don’t think it would,” 
Pa said. “I’m just glad I wasn’t there.”
 Out of 20 students interviewed by 



point had been taking medication for 
depression. They are examining Cho’s 
computer for more evidence.
 The gunman’s family lived in 
an off-white, two-story townhouse in 
Centreville.
 “He was very quiet, always by him-
self,” neighbor Abdul Shash said of the 
gunman. Shash said the gunman spent 
a lot of his free time playing basket-
ball, and wouldn’t respond if someone 
greeted him. He described the family as 
quiet.
 Marshall Main, who lives across 
the street, said the family had lived in the 
townhouse for several years.
 According to court records, Virginia 
Tech Police issued a speeding ticket to 
Cho on April 7 for going 44 mph in a 25 
mph zone, and he had a court date set for 
May 23.
 Cho was found among the 31 dead 
found in an engineering hall. Police said 
the victims laid over four classrooms and 
a stairwell.
 Police said Cho killed 30 people 
in a Virginia Tech engineering building 
Monday morning and then killed him-
self.
 Another two students were shot to 
death two hours earlier in a dorm room 
on the opposite side of the university’s 

Note
From page 1

sprawling 2,600-acre campus, bringing 
the day’s death toll to 33.
 Students at Harper Hall, the cam-
pus dormitory where Cho lived, said 
they had little interaction with him and 
no insight into what might have moti-
vated the attack.
 Timothy Johnson, a student from 
Annandale, Va., said people would say 
hello to Cho in passing, but nobody 
knew him well.
 “People are pretty upset,” Johnson 
said. “He’s a monster; he can’t be nor-
mal. I can’t believe I said `hi’ to him 
in the hall and then he killed all those 
people.”
 Officials said the same gun was 
used in the attack in the dorm room and 
the larger-scale classroom killings.
 “At this time, the evidence does not 
conclusively identify Cho as the gunman 
at both locations,” said Col. W. Steven 
Flaherty, superintendent of Virginia State 
Police.
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Chancellor for Students, said that orien-
tations will be held for students to keep 
them aware of certain dangers.
 “I don’t think we can change the 
time tables,” Hernandez said. As for 
locks and other upgrades, he said, “The 
only thing we’re going to do now is 
review our procedures.”

Safety
From page 1

further developed.
 Overall Won said he feels the cam-
pus is safe. “The worst thing I see is 
a hurricane [happening on campus],” 
adding they are improving prepared-
ness regarding natural disasters and have 
more experience in this area with the 
floods in 2004, and the earthquakes last 
semester.
Campus Security
 “If a similar situation happened 
hear [like at Virginia Tech] our protocol 
would be to secure the scene of the 
shooting. We would set up a perimeter 
and secure the area and ... [and then] we 
would contact HPD,” said UH Campus 
Security Chief Neal Sakamoto, who 
added that they have a good working 
relationship with the Honolulu Police 
Department.
 Sakamoto stated that once the 
scene of the incident is secured, Campus 
Security would notify the administration, 
such as UH interim Chancellor Denise 
Konan, as they would authorize Campus 
Security operations and also notify the 
remaining campus. 
 Sakamoto said, in shooting cases a 
mass email would be sent to all students 
and faculty. “We also have telephone 
notification for the different deans of the 

different colleges and the would have to 
notify the rest of the faculty, staff [and] 
students as fast as possible. We do not 
have a [public address system].
 He stated that the university wants 
to get a PA system and have discussed its 
advantages and begun to research prices. 
“One of the things we noticed after the 
blackout and earthquake in October was 
we didn’t have a way to notify every-
body especially because the power went 
out so the email went down, then the 
phone system went down and presently 
our vehicles don’t have any kind of PA”
 The PA system on the Campus 
Security vehicles would allow them to 
prerecord messages for the different 
types of emergencies and then during 
would allow them to drive around cam-
pus broadcasting the message.
 Sakamoto said he believes that, 
given the situation and probably limited 
amount of information, the Virginia Tech 
Campus Security responded in the best 
way possible.
 “The university has the system now 
besides the mass email where we can 
notify people by cell phone, or blackberry 
or whatever. We [Sakamoto and Won] 
have been working on that trying to set up 
the system so we can do a notification with 
the rest of the campus,” Sakamoto said.
 Like Won, Sakamoto and his staff 
are continuing to train in natural disas-
ter preparedness as well, but that they 
are also discussing terrorist emergencies 
like a school shooting even though the 
Virginia Tech campus shooting was the 
first of its kind.
 “It was a rare occurrence and an 
unusual occurrence, but no matter how 
much police or security we have we 
can’t prevent everything, we just try to 
do the best we can,” said Sakamoto. “I 
pray it never [happens here] but I can’t 
say it won’t.”

Response
From page 1

Ka Leo, all 20 felt that there was a pos-
sibility – though highly unlikely – that 
an incident similar to the Virginia Tech 
shooting could occur at UHM.
 “In Hawai‘i, we have more family 
and more aloha, I guess,” Pa said. “In the 
mainland, it’s a whole different perspec-
tive and whole separate world. But it 
could happen.”
 Sophomore Mark Villegas agreed 
that the chances of a shooting were 
highly unlikely, but he said that the 
incident prompted him to reanalyze his 
campus safety.

 “It (the shooting) made me curi-
ous, what would have happened at UH,” 
Villegas said. “If there were two shoot-
ings in the dorms, would security be able 
to prevent it from happening somewhere 
else on campus?”
 On Monday afternoon, UHM inter-
im Chancellor Denise Konan offered 
her condolences and support to students 
through various campus resources in a 
mass e-mail. 
 Among the resources mentioned 
was the Counseling and Student 
Development Center, “a University ser-
vice that provides a variety of counseling 
and testing services for students and uses 
a holistic approach to promote wellness 
and personal success,” according to the 
e-mail. The Counseling Center, locat-
ed in the Queen Lili‘uokalani Student 
Service Center, Room 302, offers free 
and confidential services to students.
 Jeff Brooks-Harris, PhD, a psychol-
ogist and counselor with the Counseling 
Center for 12 years, said that he hasn’t 
seen an influx of appointments since 
Monday’s incident, but he said that’s 
typical in an event such as this.
 “Most students are not going to 
choose to go to a counselor,” Brooks-
Harris said. “It’s probably much more 
important they talk to each other.”
 Just as counselors urged students 
at Virginia Tech’s convocation service 
yesterday, the American Psychological 
Association suggests as a first step in 
reacting to the shooting to “talk about it.”
 Psychologists from college cam-
puses around the nation compiled a Web 
site yesterday with resources on how to 
deal with the psychological after-effects 
of the shooting, available at http://www.
apa.org. 
 Other recommendations include 
limiting the amount of news coverage 
you expose yourself to, helping others do 
something productive and giving your-
self time to grieve or experience a full 
range of reactive emotions.
 Brooks-Harris said that, just as after 
Sept. 11, students in Hawai‘i experience 
mainland tragedy at a less severe level 
than those did in New York or New 
Jersey.
 “But in any crisis, whether it’s a 
plane crashing into the World Trade 
Center or a professor committing suicide 
or a shooting in Blacksburg, it brings 
things closer to home,” he said. “When 
we have our own preexisting fears and 
doubts, these things could bring them up, 
causing people to feel unsafe.”
 The Counseling and Student 
Development Center is open from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. and always has at least one 
psychologist on call. Students should call 
956-7927 to make an appointment.

Help
From page 1



“The making of wealth and poverty 
in Laos,” today, 12 to 1:30 p.m., Center 
for Korean Studies. Jonathan Rigg from the 
University of Durham will present. Info: Paul 
Rausch, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, 
956-2688.

“Management in Chinese higher edu-
cation,” a Center for Chinese Studies semi-
nar, today, 12 to 1:30 p.m., Moore Hall, room 
319. Zhang Cunqun, a Ph.D. candidate at 
Peking University, will present her research, 
which focuses on public policy questions 
related to balancing bureaucratic manage-
ment priorities alongside academic freedom 
issues. Info: CCS, Daniel Tschudi, 956-8891, 
dtschudi@hawaii.edu.

“Analyses of an unusual heavy rain-
fall period during Feb. 19 to April 2, 
2006,” a meteorology seminar, today, 3:30 
to 5 p.m., Marine Science Building, room 100. 
Shiromani Jayawardena, a meteorology gradu-
ate student, will present. Info: meteorology 
department, 956-8775, metdept@hawaii.edu, 
http://lumahai.soest.hawaii.edu.

“Studying at the school of the holy 
spirit: language miracles in seven-
teenth-century religious lives,” a 
biography lecture, tomorrow, 12 to 1:15 p.m., 
Henke Hall, room 325. Linda Lierheimer from 
Hawai‘i Pacific University will present. Info: 
Craig Howes, 956-3774, biograph@hawaii.edu.

Julianne Hiu sings soprano, tomorrow, 
1:30 p.m., Orvis Auditorium. Hiu is perform-
ing her junior recital as a student of Sarah 
Markovits. Info: music department, 95-MUSIC, 
uhmmusic@hawaii.edu, http://www.hawaii.
edu/uhmmusic.

“Marine actinobacteria: model organ-
isms to study bacterial diversity and 
natural product production,” an ocean-
ography seminar, tomorrow, 3 p.m., Marine 
Science Building, room 100. Paul Robert 
Jensen from the University of California, San 
Diego, will present. Info: oceanography depart-
ment, ocean@soest.hawaii.edu.

“Weddings, imperial succession and 
culture change in Japan,” a Center for 
Japanese Studies seminar, tomorrow, 3 to 4:30 
p.m., Moore Hall, room 319. Keith Brown com-
pares the two different weddings from today 
and in 1962, both of which he observed in the 
same village, and provides the basis for this 
examination of cultural change in post-war 
Japan, especially in terms of gender, family 
and social networks. Info: CJS, 956-2665, cjs@
hawaii.edu.

“The mostly unfabulous life of Ethan 
Green,” a film, tomorrow, 7 to 9:30 p.m., 
Architecture Auditorium. Based on the under-
ground comic strip, this gay romantic comedy 
follows the story of Ethan Green, a 26-year-old 
professional assistant looking for love in all the 
wrong places. Suggested donations: students/
senior citizens/disabled - $3 and general - $5. 
Info: Camaron Miyamoto, 956-9250, lgbtq@
hawaii.edu.

Music graduate composers symposium, 
tomorrow, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., Orvis Auditorium. 
Graduate music composition students will per-
form and discuss their new works. Info: music 
department, 95-MUSIC, uhmmusic@hawaii.
edu, http://www.hawaii.edu/uhmmusic.

“An everyday geography of the global 
south,” an Asia-Pacific lecture, Friday, 3 to 5 
p.m., Kuykendall Hall, room 209. Info: Center 
for Southeast Asian Studies, 956-2688, cseas@
hawaii.edu.

Events Calendar
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at least one week before the event date. 
By Matt Ishitani
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 Last year, the Japanese TV chan-
nel WOWOW started airing an anime 
called “Ergo Proxy” that has only 
recently made the move to publishing 
in the United States via the production 
company Geneon.
 Series director Shuko Murase 
(“Witch Hunter Robin”) and head 
writer Dai Sato (“Casshern,” “Ghost 
in the Shell: Stand Alone Complex”) 
do well to ride the wave of success 
that was “Samurai Champloo,” unveil-
ing a cyber-punk fantasy leaping from 
Japan’s Edo Period to a post-apoca-
lyptic one featuring robots, clones and 
eschatological subtext.
 While choked with beauty and 
grime, there seems to be something 
missing in the series: direction. The 
series has problems with knowing 
which of its five subplots to declare 
primary: domed cities shelter from the 
unknown, mystical creatures both robot 
and human, computer viruses turning 
robots into killing machines, refugees 
entering the city and of course, the 
moral dilemma of the heroes.
 The title itself refers to the enig-
matic phantom that haunts the lead cast. 
Through etymology: ergo = “there-
fore” and proxy = “a representative.” 
With all the biblical and Greco-Roman 
subtext, it would seem obvious to any, 
just by looking at the title, exactly what 
the series will summate to: angels. Of 
course, to Japanese teenagers, maybe 
there is a surprise after all. Then again, 
for the past two decades, Japanese 
cartoons have had an obsession with 
Western folklore, ironically what they 
would deem “exotic.”
 Throughout the series, the audi-
ence follows four major characters: 
Re-l Mayer, a spunky heiress turned 
“blade-runner,” Vincent Law, a fugitive 
with an identity crisis, Pino, an “infect-
ed” robot-child, and Raul Creed, a stoic 
elite trying to pull all the strings.
 Most of the series plays on com-
munism, whether a dictator convincing 
his entire nation of “salvation” in a 
closed world, refugees being executed 
outside the city’s limits or the destruc-
tion of free thought amongst drones. 
Later, the series tends to drift from these 
concepts in favor of the “Alternative” 
generation, playing upon the influences 
of Chuck Palahniuk rather than Isaac 
Asimov, which would’ve been genius 
had the series stuck to either of these 
influences instead of caught between.

In 2006, WOWOW, 
a Japanese TV 
channel,  started 
airing a sci-fi 
anime called "Ergo 
Proxy," which was 
allowed  to pub-
lish in the United 
States via produc-
tion company 
Geneon.
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Ergo Proxy's 
official WEbsitE

New anime ‘Ergo Proxy’ worth a look  but not touch

 At first, I thought this series 
would’ve been a bland rehash of 
“Ghost in the Shell,” but then it turned 
into a bland rehash of “Witch Hunter 
Robin.” While it has a lot of good qual-
ities, it ditches deeper themes for fan-
tastic ones. The series revolves around 
rarely appearing mystics known as 
“proxies,” who represent different 
elements of the human conscious-
ness in service to a higher power. 
Strange that a greater effect could’ve 
been achieved had the creators simply 
stuck to the robots and social com-
mentary on communism. When or if 
Geneon decides to sell the series to 
Adult Swim, an adult-oriented televi-
sion programming block on Cartoon 
Network, there will surely be political 
allegory attributed to America.
 After three episodes, the story 
finally takes off. After seven episodes, 
you’ll learn something very interesting. 
After nine, you’ll encounter a revela-
tion that you’ve probably figured out 
already. And by episode 13, hardly 
anything will continue to make sense.
 The story begins to complicate 
itself, as though a psychological thrill-
er with robots in it isn’t complicat-
ed enough. At this stage in viewing, 
you’re either on the side of “Whoa, this 
is awesome,” or “Oh God, it’s another 
one of these.”
 The series lasts 23 episodes, odd 
considering that most Japanese car-
toons have a quota of 26. However, 
there is a very awkward continuity gap, 
between episodes 20 and 21, which I 
like to call “the missing three.”
 The last three chapters (conjoined 
by cliffhangers) feel as though the 
series was rushed into an ending with 
an orgy of character development for 
which the audience waited months 
without any explanation of how the 

characters arrived at this point.
 I found the ending to be a little 
tiresome, mostly because it doesn’t 
have an animated closing (like 
every other anime cartoon of this 
generation). It doesn’t make full 
use of its closing track, Radiohead’s 
“Paranoid Android,” and fades out 
with a rock anthem like a cheesy 
1980s action film.
 Oh, did I forget to mention that? 
Radiohead offered the rights for 
the series to use the first minute of 
“Paranoid Android” in its closing cred-
its. I’d prefer it if “Paranoid Android” 
was played in both credit sequences, 
including Thom Yorke’s tantrum in the 
latter half. Instead, the show begins 
with something similar to a song by 
Train, called “Kiri” by Monoral, a duo 
of mixed-Japanese dudes that sing in 
English. I’ll stick by my statement 
about Radiohead above.
 This series has a major “X-Files” 
syndrome, not because it’s about con-
spiracies and apocalypses; much of it 
is boring because of the conspiracies 
and the apocalypses. In “X-Files,” the 
only good episodes were the ones with-
out government conspiracies or Robert 

See Anime, page 7
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By Kris DeRego
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 Few dancers can credibly convey 
sexual repression and religious rap-
ture in a single performance. Maryann 
Peterson, however, accomplished that 
feat in “Dances from the Heart/Land,” 
the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa’s 
annual dance concert, held last month 
at Kennedy Theatre. Eagerly expel-
ling my disbelief, I acquiesced to my 
imagination, marveling at the chore-
ography of this cartographer of the 
human heart.
 Unfortunately, Peterson may 
never perform on campus again. In 
fact, Peterson’s life as a dancer may be 
coming to an untimely end. As a student 
in UH’s dance department, Peterson 
plays Russian roulette with her health 
just by attending class. While every 
dancer faces health hazards at some 
point in their career, Peterson’s risks 
are magnified by the dilapidated con-
ditions of the temporary dance build-
ing, which houses the majority of the 
dance program’s courses. It’s possible 
that, in one of her classes this semester, 
Peterson will attempt a death-defying 
lift, only to crash violently upon the 
unforgiving floor of TDB, shattering 
her dreams, along with her left fibula. 
Once that happens, Peterson’s agent 
will stop calling, sinking her into a 
deep depression that will culminate 
in financial indigence, homelessness 
and, even worse, homeliness. With no 
prospects for employment, Peterson 
– or “Hobbles”, as they call her at the 
shelter – will turn to a life of crime, 
murdering a prominent Honolulu busi-
nessman in a fit schizophrenic fury. 
Reporters will seize upon the tragic 

story of unfulfilled potential, spreading 
it throughout the media and shaming 
the university’s public image. The sub-
sequent devaluation of a UH degree 
will bring permanent injury to the local 
economy.
 Alright, I’m exaggerating. But 
not by much. While unlikely to spur 
a surge in violent crime, TDB’s struc-
tural problems aptly demonstrate 
that, thanks to political indifference, 
the state of the performing arts at 
UH is anything but state-of-the-art. 
Containing few safety precautions, 
such as padded, sprung subfloors and 
cushioned marley (the dance surface 
laid on top of the subfloor), TDB is 
little more than a shack by the track. 
The structure’s limited size barely 
meets the needs of a full-fledged 
curriculum, much less the constant 
demand for rehearsal space. Students 
preparing for upcoming shows are 
often relegated to obscure locations 
on campus or forced to practice in 
their dorm rooms. Despite the decrepit 
studio conditions, however, devoted 
dance majors relish any opportunity 
to hone their craft at TDB.
 “I know that I risk my health and 
fitness each day that I dance at TDB,” 
Peterson said. “But I love to dance so 
much that I cannot help myself.”
 Dance majors aren’t the only 
students suffering from instructional 
displacement. Theater students also 
struggle with inadequate resources, 
convening for class wherever space 
is available (including bathrooms 
and stairwells). The facilities short-
age stems from the original design 
of Kennedy Theatre, which did not 
include classrooms or office space. 
According to Gregg Lizenberry, chair 

of the theatre and dance department at 
UH, Kennedy Theatre “was not built 
as an educational building, but a per-
formance complex.”
 If elected officials are interested 
in sustaining Hawaii’s august artistic 
heritage, they should start by funding 

an expansion of UH’s performing arts 
program, which supplies the state’s 
tourism industry with capable enter-
tainers. Pragmatically speaking, this 
means appropriating the funds nec-
essary to complete an expansion of 
Kennedy Theatre. More than $3 mil-

lion has already been allocated for the 
planning and design of an expansion, 
which would include three studios 
apiece for the dance and Asian the-
atre programs, along with new class-
rooms, lecture halls and a 480-stall 
parking facility. In their 2007-2009 
biennium budget proposal, the Board 
of Regents requested an additional 
$3.6 million to complete the project’s 
design phase, but the release of those 
funds has been delayed.
 During this year’s legislative ses-
sion, a group of intrepid performing 
arts students, mostly from UH’s dance 
department, successfully lobbied the 
Senate Education Committee to add an 
amendment approving the additional 
funds to Senate Bill 54, which subsi-
dizes UH related capital improvement 
projects. The amendment was then vet-
ted by the Ways and Means Committee 
and inserted into the Senate’s version 
of the state budget. Later this month, 
a conference committee, tasked with 
reconciling House and Senate budget 
disparities, will determine the mea-
sure’s final status.
 While not quite D.O.A., the funds 
aren’t yet in the bank, either. New con-
tracts with the government employ-
ees’ and teachers’ unions, along with 
several emergency expenditures, will 
deplete the state’s disposable income. 
Faced with tough financial decisions, 
legislators may be forced to cut spend-
ing on “unessential” projects. Usually, 
artistic ventures, treated more like 
eleemosynary institutions than cultural 
necessities, are first in line for fiscal 
beheadings. For the sake of Peterson’s 
ankle, and creative opportunities 
around campus, let’s hope that doesn’t 
happen.
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Funding a dance, dance revolution

 Ka Leo O Hawai‘i welcomes 
letters to the editor on any subject. 
Letters are given priority on the basis 
of importance to the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa system and its sur-
rounding communities. 
 All letters must be accompanied 
by the author’s true name, e-mail 
address and daytime telephone num-
ber. Letters should address a single 
subject and should be no longer than 
500 words. Letters of any length are 
subject to trimming and editing. 
 All letters and articles submitted 
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Maryann Peterson performing her art. Without proper funding to the UH theater department,  
she may not be able to contine the dancing she loves.

LettertotheEditor

By Matthew K. Ing
Ka Leo Editor in Chief     

 College students everywhere 
are mourning the deaths of the 
32 students massacred Monday 
at the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute. While cable news tries 
to dissect why a quiet, South 
Korean immigrant English major 
would commit such an unrea-
sonable deed, students at the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
are left rethinking their own col-
lege lives.
 Early Monday morning, Cho 
Seung-Hui shot and killed 32 
students and injured 15 before 
killing himself. According to 

The Collegiate Times, the stu-
dent newspaper at Virginia Tech, 
a classmate said that Cho was 
an emotionless playwright whose 
solitude and disturbing writing 
were early signs of something 
that, frustratingly, she could not 
have foreseen.
 Yesterday morning, students 
at Virginia Tech met for a special 
convocation service and memo-
rial. While television viewers 
across the nation saw the pain, 
tears and confusion on the faces 
of the students as they listened 
to speeches of comfort by school 
administrators, spiritual leaders 
and the president of the United 
States, the spirit of Virginia Tech 
was far from broken.

 As the convocation came 
to an end, the auditorium 
resounded with resilient “Let’s 
go Hokies,” the fight chant 
of Virginia Tech, and it was 
apparent that the already-strong 
bonds within the Hokie com-
munity were only strengthened 
in a time when unity was the 
only way to heal.
 While UHM students 
hope we will never have to go 
through something like what 
Virginia Tech was put through, 
perhaps we should hope to 
someday achieve the kind of 
unity seen everywhere on the 
Virginia Tech campus.
 In situations such as these, 
school spirit becomes more 
than cheerleaders and mascots. 
It becomes a real force that can 
save lives.
 So, make friends with a 
stranger. Get involved in cam-
pus groups and organizations. 
Take classes that you love. 
Attend sporting events, school 
concerts and campus events.
 In the course of having fun 
and enjoying your collegiate 
career, you could change the 
future for and single-handedly 
strengthen the lives of 20,000 
Hawai‘i students.

LetterfromtheEditor

 Execrable. Vapid. Jejune. 
Ingenuity fails to yield words to 
describe the opinion by Matthew 
Pangelinan, “Ride or die, playa, 
ride or die” in yesterday’s paper. 
In just three columns and a photo 
caption, Pangelinan succeeded in 
being racist, sexist, ageist, classist 
and generally invidious.  
 Which editor – who, I plead 
– permitted Pangelinan’s repel-
lently puerile oeuvre to stain your 
pages? Which editor passed up 
the opportunity to provide intelli-
gent information and commentary 

that would encourage students to 
use TheBus and perhaps describe 
practical ways that it might be 
improved. I use TheBus several 
times a week, and I find it conve-
nient and, thanks to the U-Pass, 
affordable. I hope that Ka Leo 
improves, or at the least does 
not plumb, the depths of obtuse-
ness and torpidity that Pangelinan 
reached yesterday.

Hannah Miyamoto
Graduate Student
Sociology

UHM can hope for Hokie unityStory on TheBus upsets 
readers, lacks intelligence
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By Justin Sumida 
Ka Leo Car Guy     

 If you went to the auto show this 
year, you know that there are hundreds 
of new cars available on the market. But 
if you’re like me, all you could do was 
drool over cars like the Chevy Corvette, 
Pontiac Solstice and Acura TSX. Quite 
frankly, new cars are expensive, and 
there’s no way a college student with an 
empty wallet can afford one, especially 
with price tags of $30,000-plus. 
 The next best thing you can do is 
add some zest, style and fashion to your 
existing car by doing some cheap modi-
fications which will also give your car 
some uniqueness and individuality. 

Interchangeability 
 This is my favorite part about 
modifying a car. The basic idea of inter-
changeable parts is that you use parts 
from other cars to modify the perfor-
mance or appearance of another car. 
 For example, you can take the 
ground effects off a Corolla S and put 
them onto a Corolla LE or CE. The 
great aspect of interchangeable parts is 
that you can enhance your car’s image 
yet retain the appearance of a “fac-
tory finish.” Although some parts will 
be interchangeable between different 
model life cycles, you will generally 
be looking for parts within a certain 
vehicle’s given model life cycle, as 
parts between major redesigns are gen-
erally not interchangeable. 
 A few common parts which are 
often swapped between cars include 
bumpers, lights, ground effects, door 
panels, grilles and mirrors. Keep in 
mind, however, that stock parts can be 
expensive, so it is best to go with used 
for these kinds of parts. 
 Junkyards, eBay or swap meets are 
the best places to find parts as you can find 
great bargains when compared to buying 
these parts new. But remember that even 
though many parts are indeed interchange-
able, you may need to do some modifying 
or fabrication to make parts fit. 
 Be aware of special mounting 
holes/locations and special brackets 
which may be needed. Be sure to do 
your research before attempting any part 
swaps as well. Carefully research which 
model years or model lines have inter-
changeable parts, and research which 
parts are indeed interchangeable. 
 Although some parts may be inter-
changeable, they may not fit well due to 
the fact that other related components 
may vary from year to year, thus making 
the part not completely compatible with 
your application. The best way to learn 
this information is to join automotive 
clubs or online forums, or by careful 
research and diligent observations of the 
parts to be swapped. 
Estimated cost: $50 and up 

Spoilers
 A quick add-on that greatly 
enhances the look of any car is a 
spoiler. Spoilers are usually found on 

not lay flush with your trunk and may 
cause potential installation problems. 
 The best place to get spoilers is 
probably the junkyard. Spoilers can be 
picked up for relatively cheap prices, 
and you can often get all the necessary 
bolts, washers or wiring that you would 
need to mount the spoiler. There are 
aftermarket spoilers available, but most 
look relatively tacky and often cost more 
than a used spoiler from a junkyard.
Estimated cost: $60 and up 

Rims
 Adding rims is an easy way to 
change the look of your car. It’s fast, easy 
and can be relatively cheap. Although 
there are quite a few expensive aftermar-
ket rims out there, a lot of inexpensive 
rims are also available. If you’re going 
with aftermarket rims, be sure to con-
sider the price of tires as well, as most 
rims do not come with them. 

 When other people get rims for 
their cars, they often sell their stock rims 
for a relatively reasonable price. In most 
cases, you can buy an entire set of stock 
rims for the price of one rim from the 
dealership. To find these types of deals, 
check out online forums, newspaper ads 
and your weekly buy-and-sells. 
Estimated cost: $500 and up

Paint
 It’s amazing what one can of paint 
can do. Generally, the color black is the 
universal color for “sport.” As a non-
written rule, chrome signifies luxury and 
black signifies sport. This can be seen 
on the sport edition of cars as the trim 
pieces are generally colored black rather 
than chrome. Other components which 
you may want to consider painting black 
are mirrors, door handles, and if you 
choose to go with a spoiler as mentioned 
above, the spoiler. Although coloring 
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these components will only give your 
car a subtle change in appearance, it’s 
something to consider as it’s fairly cheap 
and easy to do.  
 A few tips are to remove the parts 
which you plan to paint. Removing the 
parts from the car make this an easier 
task as you don’t have to worry about 
taping other car parts and worry about 
overspray. You also get a better quality 
product in the end. 
 Be sure to lightly scuff the surfaces 
of the components you plan to paint 
with 320 or 400 grit sandpaper and 
apply some primer before spraying them 
with paint. I highly recommend Krylon 
Semi-flat black. The semi-flat finish 
gives a rather subtle, yet sporty finish, 
and in my opinion is one of the easiest 
paints to apply. 
Estimated cost: Primer $5, paint $5, 
sandpaper $1

Emblems and Trim
 There’s not much to say here. 
Just remove them. Removing emblems 
from a car can clean up its appear-
ance significantly. The same goes for 
body mouldings. Many cars now use 
body mouldings which are stuck on with 
double-sided tape. Removing the mould-
ings will clean up the appearance of a car 
significantly. Be aware that older cars 
may not only use double-sided tape, but 
may also use clips. If the mouldings are 
removed, they will leave unsightly holes 
where the clips attached to the car. 
 Last but not least, consider your 
license plate frame. Do you really want 
to advertise Stinky Mike’s used car lot 
on the back and front of your car? Lose 
the license plate frames. 
Estimated cost: free 

 With the above information, you’re 
ready to give your car a fashion make-
over. Keep in mind, however, that this 
does not limit what you can do. The 
listed examples are merely the cheapest 
and easiest modifications one can do on 
a tight budget. Virtually anything is pos-
sible given the time, money and effort. 
The key here is to let your imagination 
take control and see what you, and your 
pocketbook, can do.

sport or performance models of certain 
vehicle lines, and are used primarily 
for decorative aspects. Adding a spoiler 
to a car that originally doesn’t have a 
spoiler is a rather simple task as all that 
you have to do is mark the locations 
where the mounting holes must be 
made on the trunk, drill the holes, and 
mount the spoiler.
 The best spoiler to get is a spoiler 
that came with your car from the factory. 
The reason for this is because the spoiler 
was designed to fit on your specific 
vehicle so you will have very little clear-
ance or problems with fitting. All that’s 
required to attach the spoiler to your car 
is to drill the mounting holes and attach 
the spoiler with the correct bolts and 
washers, and if necessary, hook up the 
brake light that may be integrated with 
the spoiler. 
 If you don’t find the spoiler that 
was offered for your car very attractive, 
or if your car never originally had an 
option for a spoiler, then you may want 
to consider a spoiler from another car. 
 Due to the varying size in spoilers, 
look at spoilers which are made for a 
car that is similar in size to yours. For 
example, if you have a mid-sized car, 
consider other mid-sized cars as potential 
donors, as the spoilers on these cars will 
more than likely match the width of the 
car well. If you have a compact, look at 
other compacts as potential donors. 
 However, if you are planning on 
adding a spoiler from another car onto 
your car, consider the mounting points. 
When choosing a spoiler, look at the cur-
vature of where the spoiler mounts to the 
donor car. If the trunk on the donor car is 
highly rounded, and your car’s trunk is 
rather square or flat, then the spoiler will 

DAN RICHARDS • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Left: A Chevrolet Impala parked in a North Shore parking 
plaza. Right: A Chevrolet Bel Air.

Cheap ways 
to give your 
car some 
pizzazz
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By Taylor Hall
Ka Leo Staff Reporter      

 There are a lot of dusty ill-
traveled roads in the American can-
non. With each passing year, the 
road culture that has defined the free 
roaming nature of America gets one 
year deeper into its geriatric ages. 
The freedom of having roads that 
lead you anywhere you want to go 
is the unique American desire – the 
only country in the world with the 
option to do so. With every new high-
way, an old town road is bypassed 
and falls into despair.   
 “I would go from Dallas, usu-
ally with my dog, and just drive to 
nowhere,” said Luke Wilson. “We’d 
always get scared after Phoenix, 
then well into Flagstaff and past 
El Paso, though nothing bad ever 
really happened.” 
 Wilson stars in the upcoming 
film “Vacancy,” a new thriller due 
out this Friday. The film deals with 
a couple starting their life again and 
hitting a major setback on one such 
highway, indiscrete motel. 
 “When you stay in places like 
that ... it’s easy to scare your-
self, thinking about who was there 

Patrick, because they were distant 
from the storyline that fans like me 
grew to distaste.
 This show has sort of the same 
problem. A sidetracked episode is 
usually better than the rest of the 
series. Such include an episode 
where nothing happens, and an epi-
sode in which a character is abduct-
ed into a world of Disney fanfare. 
I guess these were the episodes 
without all the influences of the cre-
ators’ previous works, which are all 
boring, dystopian-opera, conspiracy 
cartoons that usually improve when 
sidetracked.
 If you want the latest in anime, 
then this is probably for you. But 
heed my warning, this isn’t even 
close to being “Cowboy Bebop.” 
What the cartoon should be is a 
social commentary of communism 
and totalitarianism, yet neglects 
such a subplot for some mystical 
fantasy about fallen angels and the 
end of the world. Moody char-
acters, high school-level reading 
material and Siouxsie Sioux eye 
shadow can’t save it from the non-
sensical. But, taken with a grain of 
salt, the series is bearable.
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Anime
From page 3

‘Vacancy,’ the next stop for Luke Wilson

Luke Wilson 
comforts Kate 
Beckinsale in their 
crisis as they try 
to escape their 
"living hell" in the 
upcoming movie, 
"Vacancy."

PHOTO COURTESY
Vacancy's official 
press Kit

before and who your neighbors 
are.” Wilson said. 
 “I had turned down the movie 
once,” he said. “The producer who 
had done these movies like ‘The 
Exorcism of Emily Rose’ ... they 
wanted to do a movie with some 
actors they liked, and make a real 
scary movie.”
 The director, Nimrod Antal, got 
his first break as the director of 
“Kontroll,” a psychological thriller.
 “It’s not gory at all,” Antal said. 
“[I think] it brings you in more if you 
say what happens rather than if you 
see it. It reminds me more of those 
’70s movies where the car breaks 
down.”
 “It was intense; it all takes 
place in one night. I’d show up 
Monday morning at 6 a.m. doing 
the same scene from Friday night,” 
he explained. “The set was enjoy-
able, but it’s not like making a com-
edy where you show up and all your 
friends just joke around all day, like 
‘Old School.’”
 “This was the first movie where, 
when it was done, I thought, ‘Alright, 
I deserve a weekend’ (laughs). I need 
a vacation!” he said.
 Wilson’s movie roles continu-
ally land him in positions joined by 
his brother Owen, Will Ferrell, Ben 
Stiller and Vince Vaughn. Their con-

tinued friendships have earned them 
the title of “The Frat Pack” by critics. 
They’re usually on the spot filming, 
then the large scale of “Vacancy” 
caught Wilson by surprise.
 “It was a pretty impressive set,” 
Wilson said. “The set was filmed at 
stage 18 at the Sony lot, which is a 
massive set. It was the first set where 
I was calling my friends and telling 
them that they have to get down here. 
It was sent over from England, back 
in the day. They filmed ‘Crimson 
Tide’ there, ‘The Shining,’ ‘Wizard 
of Oz’, you go inside and they have 
the gas station there (a scene from the 
movie), a huge oak tree, the motel.”
 Wilson studied English in col-
lege, though he admits his love for 
writers like Twain, Ford or Crumbly 
has taken a backseat to his love for 
poetry and reading biographies.
 “Woody Guthrie’s bio, written by 
Joe Klein, is one of the best books I’ve 
ever read,” he said.
 Wilson planned to graduate and 
maybe stay in Texas, but when his 
brother said that they wanted him 
to act with him – in a short he 
and his roommate wanted to film 
– Wilson agreed. The movie that 
spawned turned out to be one of 
those Hollywood fairy tales. James 
L. Brooks liked the idea and let them 
turn “Bottle Rocket” into a feature, 

launching the Owen Brothers and the 
idiosyncratic director Wes Anderson. 
 The movie road caught Wilson 
by surprise and has given him more 
clout than he thought he could 
achieve, but it has also come with its 
fair share of disappointments.
 “People ask me, ‘Why don’t you 
do more indies?’ Why do the ‘Legally 
Blonde’ sequel?” Wilson said. “Truth 
is, you read about these people like 
Warren Beatty who wait years between 
roles, but I’d rather stay busy. It helps 
my thinking. People ask, ‘Why don’t 
you just do more movies with your 
brother and Wes [Anderson],’ but you 
gotta keep busy in between. I spent a 
year and a half going out to auditions 
between the time ‘Bottle Rocket’ was 
made and it coming out, and I didn’t 
get one callback.”
 The disappointment associated 
with letting someone else control his 
destiny got Luke to writing his own 
story, “The Wendell Baker Story.” It is 
about an ex-con who goes to work at a 
retirement community and gets some 
geriatric help with his love life.
 “People say, ‘Well you’ve been 
working on this script for 10 years, 
it better be perfect,’” he said. “Well, 
I don’t know, but I really like the 
way it came out, and I’m excited 
about the DVD, which is going to be 
packed as well.”
 The decision to stay indepen-
dent has led Wilson on a journey 
as one of Hollywood’s most liked 
straight man, and it has given him 
close relationships with some of the 
Hollywood elite.
 Wilson’s fellow Texan, Mike 
Judge (“King of the Hill”), cast him as 
the lead in his last movie, “Idiocracy,” 
which sadly ran into its own delays 
when FOX gave the movie a limited 
release before relinquishing it to a 
long-delayed DVD sentence. 
 “I felt more sad for Mike [Judge] 
than for me, but at least he got to make 
the movie he wanted to make, and it 
seems the bad release has helped turn 
it into a moving cult classic,” he said.
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2007 Rainbow Wahine Softball

•	 Record on the Season: 
 40-8, 11-1 Western Athletic  
 Conference
•	 Outscored Opponents: 284-99
•	 Current Winning Streak: 7
•	 Longest Winning Streak: 9
•	 3rd	in	NCAA	Division	I	Schools		
 with  1.33 Home Runs per game
•	 64	Home	Runs	(Currently	most		
 of any team in the country)

Kate Robinson in 2007

•	 12-0	as	pitcher	
•	 15	Home	Runs	 
 (18th with .31 per game)
•	 53	RBI	(20th	with	1.08	per	game)
•	 1.44	ERA	(49th)
•	 .741	slugging	percentage	(53rd)

Robinson finds 
niche with Wahine

Kate Robinson splits 
time as a pitcher and 
first baseman, but she 
admittedly prefers the 
time on the mound 
because it allows her 
to stay focused.

DAN	RICHARDS
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

By Ryan Ellis
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 When the season started, 
the University of Hawai‘i 
Wahine softball team had 
a plan: win 40 games this 
season. After returning home 
from their most recent road 
trip, that goal had already 
been accomplished. The 
Wahine still have seven 
games to play before the 
Western Athletic Conference 
tournament begins. Now the 
Wahine have a new goal: win 
the tournament.
 One could argue that 
the Wahine softball team 
has been the most exciting 
story of the spring sports 
season. With the complete 
team effort that this club 
has shown all year, it is hard 
to pick any one individual 
who stands out from the oth-
ers. Each player is a link on 
the chain that represents the 
team as a whole. 
 One of those links is 
junior pitcher and first base-
man Kate Robinson. Third 
on the team in batting aver-
age and second in earned run 
average, Robinson plays a 
large role in both the offense 
and defense of this team. 
When asked if she preferred 
pitching to playing first base, 
she didn’t hesitate.
 “I definitely like pitch-
ing better,” Robinson said. “It 
keeps me more focused and 
in the game, and that actually 
improves my hitting. I think 
that one of my individual 
goals is to just play more con-
sistent every time out.”

 Despite downplaying 
her own accomplishments, 
Robinson didn’t seem sur-
prised with the huge amount 
of success the team is having 
so far this year.
 “At the beginning of the 
year, we had a meeting and 
talked about pulling together 
when it counts, and so far 
we have been doing that and 
want to continue that into the 
postseason,” she said.
 With a series against 
Fresno State coming up, the 
only other WAC team with 
just one conference loss, 
Robinson said they simply 
have to play their own game 
in order to be successful.
 “The key for us is to not 
change our game because of 
who they are,” Robinson said. 
“We need to play the game 
like it is any other game.”
 This isn’t the first time 
Robinson has played a role 
in Hawai‘i sports. Robinson 
played for Kamehameha 
Schools before ultimately end-
ing up across town in Mānoa, 
where her family watches just 
about every game.
 “I looked at some 
schools on the mainland, 
but ultimately, I think stay-
ing here was best for me,” 
Robinson said. “I didn’t have 
to adjust too much to being 
here, and my family is here. 
My dad and my sister come 
to every game, and my mom 
comes whenever she is not 
working. My dad is probably 
my biggest supporter. When 
I play well, he tends to give 
me more things,” she said 
with a laugh.

 Robinson said she 
doesn’t follow major league 
baseball too much, but she 
likes the Chicago Cubs.
 “My favorite team is 
the Cubs,” Robinson said. “I 
don’t know why, but I have a 
hat, and I have been to some 
of their games.”
 Robinson’s real favorite 
team, however, is the one she 
is on.
 “It’s kind of funny,” 
Robinson said. “You go on 
break, and you miss your 
teammates. Of course you 
never let them know that.”
 The team’s dynamic is 
perhaps the reason why the 
Wahine are currently ranked 
15th in the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association, the 
highest Hawai‘i ranking 
since 1998. Individually, 
Robinson ranks in the top 
100 in five categories, most 
notably 18th with .31 home 
runs per game and 20th with 
1.08 RBI per game.
 When Robinson isn’t 
playing softball, she is work-
ing hard in school.
 “Right now I’m in pre-
business,” Robinson said. 
“I’m trying to go into busi-
ness management, but I’m 
not sure where I want to go 
with it. Right now I’m just 
trying to balance softball and 
school.”
 Robinson and the Wahine 
will have their big showdown 
with Fresno State beginning 
April 20. They will then fin-
ish at Utah State before head-
ing to the WAC tournament  
May 10.


