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LEFT: Polly Nakamura as Lue Ming in Kennedy Theatre's production of "in the Heart of 
America" at the Earle Ernst Lab Theatre.
RIGHT: Alan Shepard pulls Chris Cappelletti off of Andrew Valentine.

In the Heart of America
continues its run at the Ernst Lab 
Theatre tomorrow through Saturday at 
8 p.m. with a Post-Show Rap Friday and 
Sunday at 2 p.m.
* Contains adult language, mature 
themes and sexually explicit language. 
Mature audiences only.

* Prices are $12 regular; $10 seniors, 
military, UH faculty/staff, students; 
$4 students with validated Spring 
07 UHM photo ID. Call the Kennedy 
Theatre Box Office at 956-7655 for 
more information. 

The Controversy of Love and War

See Controversy, page 5

Renowned aid smooths out gender issues
By Aaron Oshita
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 A new and highly reputable gen-
der equity counselor has been recent-
ly appointed by Chancellor Denise 

Konan to aid students and faculty at 
the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
with issues regarding gender discrimi-
nation and sexual harassment.
 Jennifer Rose, a former legal 
services director for the Domestic 

Violence Program and national trainer 
on Family Law and Violence Against 
Women, hopes to reach out to the 
numerous amounts of students and 
faculty who hold various personal 
concerns in respect to sexuality and 

how it’s regulated on UHM campus, 
as well as other outside institutions.
 Although this new advocacy 
office is open to any outstanding issues 
in gender equity and civil rights, the 
main emphasis is sexual harassment.

 “I’m here to help students and 
faculty with informal resolutions in 
respect to sexual harassment and sex-
ual discrimination,” Rose said.
 Rose’s work extends to the 
Women’s Center, which also addresses 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender 
and Intersex (LGBTI) issues as well.
 The Gender Equity office is locat-
ed at the Queen Lili‘uokalani Center 
for Student Services, room 210.
 “My job is to help students look 
at gender issues broadly and train 
them with a certain sense of awareness 
regarding the effects of sexual harass-
ment, as well as preventing any poten-
tial behavior that could be offensive to 
others,” Rose said.
 Rose believes that college 
students are especially at risk of 
sexual harassment because of how 
they’re contained within minimal 
areas, such as a single campus or 
in dormitories.
 The Gender Equity office is also 
available as a sanction or outlet where 
students can go to seek guidance in fil-
ing complaints, clarifying and under-
standing certain rights or just simply 
vent any troubles they’ve had with 
gender issues, such as stalking, dating, 
or domestic violence.
 “Being housed under the depart-
ment of the Chancellor creates excit-
ing possibilities for addressing sexual 
harassment and assault issues on cam-
pus,” Rose said.
 Rose also teaches as an adjunct 
professor at the Family Law Clinic at 
the UH William S. Richardson School 
of Law. In 2006, she was named the 
Adjunct Professor of the Year.
 “[I am] very excited to be a 
part of the launch of this advo-
cacy office which includes gender 
equity and civil rights issues,” Rose 
said. “And further, I’d particularly 
like students to know that there is 
an advocacy office now open and 
available to them.”

By Kevyn Fong 
Ka Leo Contributing Reporter      

 Spring break is a time for a 
week of parties, alcohol and non-stop 
debauchery. Although some students 
will be sitting at home doing nothing, 
most will either be working, going 
out with friends or both, including 
the people who work at the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex 
resource center at the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa. LGBTI will be 
heading The Gathering, its first spring 
break event addressing important 
issues of the LGBTI community.
 The UHM LGBTI Student 
Services, The Diversity and Equity 
Initiative and the UH Commission 
on the Status of LGBTI Equality are 
sponsoring the two-day event, from 

Friday to Saturday, includ-
ing participation from UH 
Hilo and community col-
leges on O‘ahu, Maui and 
Kaua‘i.
 A number of panel 
forums will discuss the 
main issues that occur with-
in the LGBTI Community, 
especially pertaining to the 
Mānoa campus. Heading 
these panels are various 
professors from neighbor-
ing islands and students 
who experience LGBTI on 
the island.
 “It’s our first ever event 
and we plan on having as 
many people attending,” 
said Camaron Miyamoto, head advi-
sor of the LGBTI Student Services 

at the university and organizer of the 
event.
 There will be several issues 

addressed by the panels: 
What is it like “being out” 
on campus or work? Are 
the dormitories LGBTI-
friendly? Where are the 
hangouts for LGBTI stu-
dents? The discussions 
will focus on these issues 
and other relevant politi-
cal and social issues in 
Hawai‘i.
 The Gathering 
will also include readings 
and discussions with R. 
Zamora Linmark, a UH 
alumnus and author of 
“Rolling the R’s,” Kalei 
Kanuha, a faculty mem-
ber from the sociology 

department and Kim Coco Iwamoto, 
member of the Hawai‘i Board of 

Education. Other events include 
games, prizes and speed-dating. 
 The spring break event coordina-
tors hope to gather in creating and 
embracing being one whole, accepting 
community.
 “Our main focus is to strive to 
create and maintain a safe and inclu-
sive environment for LGBTI students, 
faculty and staff,” Miyamoto said.
 The LGBTI Gathering will be 
held at the UHM Campus Center 
Ballroom. To register, pick up a form 
at the LGBTI Student Services Center, 
located in the Queen Lili‘uokalani 
Center for Student Services, room 
211. The registration fee is $5 for 
students and $20 for faculty and staff. 
All proceeds go to funding the event, 
which includes handouts, breakfast 
and lunch.

LGBTI regoups over ‘being out’ on campus

COURTESY LOGO • lGBTi
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Ka Leo is Hiring
Open staff positions:

Web Editor (HTML familiarity required) 
Associate News Editor

Associate Commentary Editor
Associate Features Editor

Applications are due no later than Wednesday, April 4, by 4 p.m. and can be picked 
up from the Ka Leo newsroom at the steps of Campus Center. All staff members 

receive stipends per issue worked on. Undergraduate applicants must be currently 
enrolled in at least six credits and graduate students in at least four in the UH sys-

tem. For more information, e-mail editor@kaleo.org or call 956-7043.

Mānoa Mana‘o

What do you think is going to 
change with the new chancellor?

 “I hope this new 
chancellor will head 
strong into the further 
development - mainly a 
new campus center for 
students and future stu-
dents to enjoy.”
Joshua Abel | ACM major

“I don’t expect much, I 
guess. The bureaucracy 
here seems very large; 
working here (UH Media 
Lab), I’ve seen how dif-
ficult it is to get basic 
things sometimes.”
Isaac Warsh | ACM major

“I think hopefully, some 
student issues will 
change, maybe like, more 
on campus activities. 
And/or changes in hous-
ing, maybe changes in the 
registration process.”
Corey Riordan | Journalism major

“Hopefully I think the new 
chancellor will do some-
thing about the high theft 
rate in the dorms. And 
make the dorms ujinjkj , 
m, lklbv,gbmbkbgifjbgfh
njhuiuokhghy8gbyi 9poo-

By Dena Bunis
The Orange County Register
(MCT)      

 WASHINGTON - A bipartisan 
immigration bill set to be introduced 
in the House later this week includes a 
path to legalization for undocumented 
immigrants but would also require 
these residents to leave the United 
States and return legally before being 
eligible to change their status. 
 A draft summary of the bill, 
obtained late Tuesday by the Orange 
County Register, includes most of 
the basic elements in the compre-
hensive immigration bill that passed 
the Senate. 
 But what will make or break this 
legislation will be the details. The 
measure is to be introduced Thursday 
by Reps. Luis Guitierrez, D-Ill., and 
Jeff Flake, R-Ariz. The two were 
expected to jointly introduce their bill 
in the House with a measure being 
drafted by Sens. Edward Kennedy, 
D-Mass., and John McCain, R-Ariz. 
 But Kennedy and McCain have 
been unable to iron out their differ-
ences. And while talks continue in the 
Senate and between lawmakers and 
the White House, House immigration 
advocates have decided to go ahead 
and introduce their bill. 
 The bill includes beefed up bor-
der enforcement, a worker verifica-
tion system, a new worker program 
for future foreign workers and the 
legalization plan for the estimated 12 
million illegal immigrants now living 
in the U.S. These are the building 
blocks for a plan President Bush has 
continued to say he will support and 
push for this year. 
 “I applaud my friends Rep. Flake 
and Gutierrez for moving forward 
on immigration reform,” Kennedy 
said in a statement in advance of 
the bill introduction. “They are our 
valued partners in this effort to forge 
a tough but fair bill that strikes the 
right balance between protecting our 
security, strengthening our economy, 
and enacting laws that uphold our 
humanity. 
 “I’m determined to make 2007 
the year that we fix our broken system 
_ and while we’re still negotiating in 
the Senate, I’m optimistic that we will 
have legislation soon. The American 
people have waited long enough.” 

The elements of the 
Gutierrez-Flake bill include: 

A new worker program 
 This variation on a guest worker 
program would allow low-skilled 
people to get jobs here when U.S. 
workers could not be found to fill a 
needed job. These employees would 
be able to change jobs and travel and 
eventually get on a path to citizenship. 
The worker visa would be valid for 
three years and renewable once. 
 This provision is likely to draw 
fire from those who favor a tempo-
rary worker program, under which 
guest workers would not be able to 
remain here indefinitely. A group of 
Republican senators have been work-
ing with the White House on their 
own bill that is expected to include 
a guest worker program, but not one 
that would lead to permanent resi-
dency. 

A legalization plan
 Illegal immigrants who pay a fine 
and pass background checks would be 
eligible for a conditional status and 
could work and travel for six years. If 
during that time they learned English, 
stayed employed, had clean criminal 
records, paid fines and back taxes, the 
immigrants would be eligible for legal 
status. 
 This plan also includes a require-
ment that the undocumented immi-
grants leave the country and reenters 
legally. It’s not clear from the summa-
ry available exactly how that would 
work. 
 Such a provision will likely 
engender opposition from immigra-
tion advocates who would see that as 
an impediment to some of the estimat-
ed 12 million illegal immigrants com-
ing forward. But it could make such a 
plan more palatable to those who say 
any legalization plan amounts to an 
amnesty. 

Employer verification
Employers would have to verify that 
the people they hire are legally entitled 
to work in the U.S. The new system 
would eventually apply to all employ-
ees and all new hires and would be 
implemented in phases. Penalties 
would be increased for employers 
who don’t comply with the verifica-
tion system. 
 Both sides in the immigration 
debate have been calling for such a 
provision. 

Agriculture
 The AgJobs legislation intro-
duced in the House and Senate would 
be included. This would give a path to 
legalization and citizenship to an esti-
mated 5 million agriculture workers. 
 Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., 
and Rep. Howard Berman, D-Calif., 
have been especially pushing this pro-
vision. Feinstein has said she would 
prefer to start with this plan instead of 
a broader overall bill. 

Education
 This provision would allow ille-
gal immigrant students to pay in-state 
college tuition and also remove cur-
rent barriers to their getting a higher 
education and to working. 
 This proposal has had strong 
bipartisan support in past congresses. 

Border security
 More border enforcement per-
sonnel would be hired and increased 
technology used to secure the U.S./
Mexico border. A North American 
security perimeter would be estab-
lished in coordination with Mexico. 
 Both sides in this debate have 
also called for enhanced border 
enforcement. But most Republicans 
favor more border fencing. It is not 
clear from the initial summary what 
happens to the increased border fenc-
ing Congress approved last year.

Immigration bill to include path to legalization

 Rep. John Campbell, R-Calif., 
said late Tuesday that based on the 
details available, the Gutierrez-Flake 
proposal doesn’t sound like one he 
can support. Campbell said he is con-
cerned about how the employment 
verification system in the bill would 
be policed and what it would cost to 
make sure all of the elements of the 
legalization plan are followed. 

 “Are we going to have a large 
new bureaucracy that will be check-
ing on these people all the time?” 
Campbell said. 
 The cost of such an undertaking, 
he said, “shouldn’t come out of the 
average taxpayer. That should some-
how come from these people or the 
employers who are hiring them.”



“Understanding the composition of 
the lunar mare through reflectance 
spectroscopy,” a geology and geo-
physics final oral, tomorrow, 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m., POST building, room 723. Brett 
Denevi will present. Info: 956-8500.

“Waikīkī: a history of forgetting 
and remembering,” a biography lec-
ture, tomorrow, 12 to 1:15 p.m., Henke 
Hall, room 325. Gaye Chan, professor 
and chair of the art and art history 
department, will present. Info: Center 
for Biographical Research, Craig Howes, 
956-3774, biograph@hawaii.edu.

Ian Cablay performs on the 
tuba, tomorrow, 1:30 p.m., Orvis 
Auditorium. Cablay, a student of 
William Zehfuss, is performing. Info: 
music department, 95-MUSIC, uhmmu-
sic@hawaii.edu, http://www.hawaii.
edu/uhmmusic.

“The descent of phytoplankton 
into the deep sea: discoveries of a 
sediment trapper,” an oceanography 
seminar, tomorrow, 3 p.m., Marine 

Science Building, room 100. Mary Wilcox 
Silver, a professor of ocean sciences at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz, will 
present. Info: oceanography department, 
956-7633, ocean@soest.hawaii.edu.

“Observations of the highest-
energy cosmic rys by the Pierre 
Auger Observatory,” a physics 
and astronomy colloquium, tomor-
row, 3 to 4:30 p.m., Watanabe Hall, 
room 112. Patrick Allison from The 
Pennsylvania State University will 
present. Info: John Learned, 956-
2964, jgl@phys.hawaii.edu, http://
www.phys.hawaii.edu.

Bilingual writer Fumiko Mori 
Halloran, otherwise known by her pen 
name, Miki Fujita, will talk about her 
English novel tomorrow, 3:30 to 5 p.m., 
Moore Hall, room 319. “Long Nights 
Alone” is presented in a form of a diary 
by a young aristocratic woman in Kyoto 
during the Heian period. Info: Center 
for Japanese Studies, 956-2665, cjs@
hawaii.edu, http://www.hawaii.edu/cjs.

Events Calendar
Please e-mail any community or 

campus events to calendar@kaleo.org. 

By Casey Ishitani
Ka Leo Comics Editor     

 The night is Dec. 19, 2006. It 
is almost 10 p.m. at 43 Hotel St., 
also known as NextDoor, and The 
Happy Music Band is nowhere 
near performing, even if they have 
been ready for almost an hour. 
Strewn across the stage before 
them is an improbable challenge: 
multiple amps, AC power chords 
for iBooks, not to mention every 
instrument that another band - one 
of the other bands performing at 
Kaleidoscope tonight - has left for 
everyone to deal with. The Happy 
Music Band is anything but jovial 
at this point.
 “It’s frustrating,” said Eric 
Cordeiro, drummer for The Happy 
Music Band and former KTUH 
DJ. “The reason why Hawaii’s 
indie rock scene will never get 
better is because we’re a bunch of 
exclusive pricks who think that we 
know better than each other.”
 Cast aside and miffed, the 
band makes the chagrin decision 
to have Cordeiro play the band’s 
homemade drum kit (a plastic con-
tainer serving as base-drum and 
various pots serving as snares) 
on stage among the other band’s 
equipment and have Douglas 
DeFoe (guitar) and Rob Richard 
Bidigare III (vocals) perform on 
the floor. This is their second show 
as a full band in Chinatown. This 
is their second show, ever.

A remodelled space
 Once a reputed red-light district 
in Chinatown, the narrow asphalt strip 
of Hotel Street has, over the last year, 
become an aural playground for many 
distinct independent Honolulu rock 
acts. But, the independent rock and 
punk scene in Chinatown had already 
been established by various clubs and 
venues, creating a proving ground for 
bands such as The Malcognitas, Le 
Tenia, and the on-again-off-again punk 
act My Ex Is Dead.
 “I think people make out Hotel 
Street like it’s a lot scarier than it is,” 
said Le Tenia’s lead singer, Alexander 
Nicholas Kaiser said in an interview over 
MySpace. “Especially since it’s been 
gentrified, it’s completely tame. I mean 
on First Fridays you’ll find my parents 
shuffling down Hotel Street without a 
care in the world. People seem to disre-
gard the fact there’s a police station there, 
too. Nobody’s going to fuck with you in 
front of a police station.”
 “Hotel Street appeals to me per-
sonally because it feels a little more on 
level with everyday people,” said fre-
quent Chinatown clubber Tiare Noelle 
Schiller. “There are family-owned din-
ers and liquor stores there, homeless 
people that approach you with creative 

lines to try and get your spare change. 
There’s just something more genuine 
about the energy there as opposed to 
Waikīkī where all the venues have to in 
some way appeal to tourists. On Hotel 
Street, there is dirt and there is decadence 
and that inevitably penetrates everything 
that goes on in the clubs, which to me is 
just more honest.”
 However, other musical acts have 
alternative viewpoints on the phenom-
enon. “Back in the day, like in the mid-
90s there was always a lot of punk shows 
happening at various places, like at Fast 
Zone,” My Ex Is Dead lead singer Lani 
Teves. “Then, later, Club Pauahi, The 
Basement and a few other venues started 
being more open to shows. That was 
before Hotel 39 and NextDoor came in 
and co-opted everything, turned it all into 
gentrification.”
 “With the advent of all the art gal-
leries though, I think it has turned into 
a thing that pretends to be progressive 
but is in many ways forcing the actual 
people that live in Chinatown even fur-
ther into the margins,” Teves added.
 Since 2003, Honolulu’s Chinatown 
had been known mostly for First Friday 
- the monthly art exposition that even got 

See Chinatown, page 5
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COURTESY PHOTOS • Tiare Noelle Schiller

Above: Happy Music Band guitarist Douglas 
De Foe (left) and vocalist/tambourine-man 
Rob Bidigare III perform at NextDoor.
Left: Drummer Eric Cordeiro uses a home-
made kit, comprised of plastic wash basins 
and pots

100 Years Strong

Class at the theatre
By PaTricia WilSoN

1966-1976
 The university was forced to rent out Varsity Theatre between 1966 
and 1976 to compensate for the university’s shortage of large auditoriums. 

The university was charged a fee of about $16,500 per semester to use 
Varsity Theatre while evening and weekend movies continued to play.

Photo courtesy of “Building a Rainbow” by Victor Kobayashi.

rockGentrified
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Call it a 
purse, 

‘cause that’s
 what it is

By Justin Hahn
Ka Leo Commentary Editor      

 I carry a purse. Not a “man purse,” and 
not a “European carry-all.” It’s a purse, and 
I wish people would call it that.
 My purse is a little brown canvas num-
ber I got in Prague for about $10 — but had 
I gotten it in the states, it would have been at 
least $50. My purse is awesome, because no 
one else within 10,000 miles has one, and it 
goes with absolutely everything.
 My purse is just the perfect size for 
anything. It adeptly deep-throats my Norton 
poetry anthology, but it’s still nice and slim 
when all I carry with me is a diary and cell 
phone. It’s so useful, I might get away with 
calling in a satchel, or a utility carry-all. But 
it’s not. It’s a purse, just as much as my ex-
girlfriend’s eel skin number or my mother’s 
Craigslist-gotten Pierre Cardin. And I wish 
people would call it a purse without snicker-
ing, giggling or attaching a modifier.
 I started carrying a purse right around 
the time I started wearing tight pants. Tight 
pants are cool and make my butt look nice 
(or so my fag hags say), but tight pants, 
besides being awesome, have small pockets. 
That should be apparent. But something else 
that is (all too) apparent when I wear tight 
pants are my external genitalia, and how 
close they come to my cell phone when I 
carry it in my pocket. I may be secure in 
my masculinity, but I am not secure in the 
thought of losing the physical manifestation 
of it to cancer.
 I sometimes carry my cell phone in 
my back pocket, but that’s hardly practi-
cal. Designers used to put in a cell phone 
pocket — a little sheath in the pant leg. 
But that’s gone out of style, it seems. And 
I was very sad to learn this from a friend 
in the apparel product design and market-
ing department. From the same friend, I 
found out that male purses aren’t hitting 

the populist retailers like Old Navy and 
Wal-Mart because retailers don’t feel like 
there’s a demand for them.
 At first I thought he was joking. Every 
man needs a purse, especially in today’s 
electronics-obsessed, on-the-go world. 
Purses are awesome, and men need them 
more than women. What do women carry 
around that men don’t? A tampon or two 
a few times a month, and maybe a dia-
phragm if she’s the good old-fashioned sort 
of woman. But that’s it. Everything else is 
unisex, and everything else – including cell 
phones, iPods and eye shadow – deserve a 
place in the purse, not the back pocket.
 But after a few cursory minutes on 
Google, I found out that the man purse 
(“murse”) movement has been afoot in the 
states for a few years, without gaining much 
ground. The rational of the bloggers and the 
columnists is usually the same as mine: men 
need purses because we carry a lot of stuff. 
There’s often a little tweak to the argument: 
cool, professional, happening guys don’t 
want to be backpack gauche, and they cer-
tainly don’t want to carry around a briefcase 
all day – hence, the purse.
 This is rather common thinking; men 
wear purses, because we need to, and some-
times just because we want to. I just wish the 
bouncers at those bourgeoisie Chinatown 
bars would understand that.
 “No large bags,” one of the big 
Polynesian bouncers said to me recently. 
 “It’s a purse,” I replied. 
 He looked at me for a second, grunted 
a bit and gave me a shaka. 
 “Kay den,” he said. “But I need to 
check it ... for contraband.”
 There was no one else getting their 
purses checked for contraband. Just me. The 
guy with the murse.
 I think men are ready for purses, so 
long as they’re simple, useful, cheap – and 
we call them purses.

By Andrew Miller
Iowa State Daily (Iowa State U.)     

 (U-WIRE) AMES, Iowa – In 
June 2006, the Food and Drug 
Administration approved Gardasil. 
This breakthrough vaccine has the 
ability to protect women from cer-
vical cancer, which the American 
Cancer Society estimates will cause 
the death of about 3,670 American 
women in 2007. Unfortunately, 
there’s a catch.
 Cervical cancer is caused by the 
human papillomavirus, which is sexu-
ally transmitted. The fact that Gardasil 
would prevent an STD makes some 
conservative groups wary. Opponents 
believe it would promote sexual pro-
miscuity in vaccinated girls.
 Bridget Maher of the Family 
Research Council told The New 
Scientist, “Giving the HPV vaccine 
to young women could be potentially 

harmful because they may see it as a 
(license) to engage in premarital sex.”
 These arguments are made anew 
as several states, such as Texas, con-
sider mandating the vaccine. If man-
dated, Gardasil would be required like 
vaccines for polio and the measles.
 Unfortunately for women who 
could become infected, however, 
there are many people who wish to 
block the vaccine – some of whom, 
it seems, value their abstinence-pro-
moting morals more than preventing 
a deadly disease.
 Part of the objection comes with 
vaccinating girls as young as nine, 
still several years removed from sex-
ual activity. However, the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention states, 
“It is important for girls to get HPV 
vaccine before they become sexually 
active. The vaccine is most effective 
for girls/women who get vaccinated 
before their first sexual contact.”

 One strong argument in favor of 
mandated vaccination is that the vac-
cine, which currently costs around 
$360, is beyond the means of some 
low-income families. Mandating it 
would make it available to all girls 
regardless of economic status, with 
state aid for those who could not 
afford it. Vaccines have the great-
est effect on public health when 
imposed on the entire population. If 
a virus has no carriers, it can eventu-
ally be eradicated.
 This is what Republican Gov. 
Rick Perry of Texas may have had 
in mind when he ordered a man-
date of Gardasil in his state. In a 
statement to The New York Times, 
Perry’s spokeswoman asserted, “The 
governor believes we should protect 
as many young women as possible 
– rich and poor, insured and unin-
sured, while maintaining parents’ 
rights to opt their daughter out of 

receiving the vaccine.”
 However, the Texas Legislature 
is attempting to overturn Perry, claim-
ing the decision to vaccinate should 
be made at parents’ discretion. This is 
despite that the ordered mandate has 
an opt-out clause; any parent is free 
to prevent their daughter from receiv-
ing Gardasil if they so choose. If the 
legislators are successful, the only 
real results are that fewer girls will 
receive the vaccination and fewer 
parents will have a slightly uncom-
fortable feeling.
 In any case, the parents should 
not be the most important factor in the 
decision, because it is not the parents’ 
lives at stake. It is instead the health 
of girls, later women, that hangs in the 
balance of these decisions. The Texas 
legislators would do well to think 
about the girls who cannot speak for 
themselves in this debate, the girls 
who need protection that their parents 

Gardasil vaccine may promote female promiscuity

Correction
 Monday’s letter to the edi-
tor headline should have read, 
“Please don’t attack Finland.”

JOEY TRISOLINI • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

cannot always supply.
 Trying to prevent the vaccina-
tion hints at an unwillingness to face 
reality. Like it or not, young women 
have sex – and cancer-causing strains 
of HPV can come from a spouse, not 
just from premarital partners. Giving 
the vaccine is not the same as giving 
girls permission to have unprotected 
premarital sex at will. It is simply a 
way of promoting public health and 
making their lives safer.
 Moral qualms aside, the vaccine’s 
administration should be mandated 
– it is, quite literally, a matter of life 
and death.



attention from The New York Times.
 AJ Feducia - the lead guitarist from 
the post-rock all instrumental band At 
Sea expressed his views on the burgeon-
ing art scene and its relationship to the 
denizens of that area. 
 “Chinatown is a name slowly los-
ing meaning as more and more residen-
tial apartments for young professionals 
displace longtime residents and raise 
the rent and retail costs for merchants,” 
Feducia said in an interview. “If the 
music scene is part of the process of cul-
tural revitalization that gentrifies space 
then we are probably not willing to 
associate with it. Music is not provincial 
and part of the band name [At Sea] sig-
nifies that we’d rather associate with the 
borderless oceans than with a particular 
area of the city.”
 From Amy’s Place to Soundhouse 
(formerly Detox), the genres of live 
music range between house and groove 
in NextDoor, rock in Bar 35, and acous-
tic folk at rRed Elephant. First Friday 
sometimes features street side capoeira 
and jazz, while in the clubs DJ’s spin 
various styles of music.
 “I think there is one band here for 
each type of really comfortable genre,” 
Schiller said. “I don’t think people 
take enough chances with music (or 
art) and that whenever it is attempted, 
people are afraid of it and don’t really 
make any attempts at understanding 
it, so for the most part they get swept 
under the table.”
 On Honolulu’s scene Teves said, 
“Live music in Hawai’i can be pretty 
narrow. Its like Hawaiian music and 
then everything else on the other side. 
Chinatown definitely has created a 
space for musicians to experiment 
with different types of music and per-
formance styles.”
 On indie music in Hawai‘i, Teves 
said, “’indie’ could be construed as a 
‘Mainland’ thing. And I think that is fair 
because it really does appear that way. 
Nevertheless,” Teves said, “Hawaiian 
music has always been mixed, since the 
coming of the missionaries who blend-
ed western style hymns with Hawaiian 
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poetic style and through the 1960s when 
musicians started to be influenced by 
hippie rock culture (or whatever you 
call it) and then in the ‘90s with all the 
Jawaiian stuff.”
 Concerning the organizers of musi-
cal venues, Feducia said, “There is so 
much concern with shows and not musi-
cal development in general. The same 
names get amplified through the same 
stylistically kitsch flyers.”

 Back in NextDoor, DJ Vagina and 
DJ Ross Jackson fade out of the loud 
New Wave punk of The Futureheads so 
that The Happy Music Band can finally 
play their first full set (their last had 
been cut short due to rampant hostility). 
DeFoe rips into the surprisingly intricate 
chords of the first song, prowling toward 
the NextDoor crowd in a way that is both 
inviting and violating. Bidigare croaks 
out lyrics in a Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah manner while smacking away at a 
tambourine. Cordeiro’s laughably cheap 
drums have unexpected heft.
 Then, just as the second song begins 
and the audience is drawn closer to the 
main performance area, Cordeiro turns 
a video projector on. Splayed out against 
a movie screen behind the band comes a 
most unexpected image: Japanese anime 
tentacle rape porn, mercifully in black 
and white. 
 The scenesters and hipsters are 
left standing with mouths agape, like 
chimpanzees seeing fire for the first 
time, as the images of buxom animated 
teenagers being violently sodomized by 
squid penises becomes an undeniable 
distraction from The Happy Music Band 
- who diligently continue playing songs 
that could actually have come from a 
lost Spacemen 3 EP or some perverse 
fusion of Bob Dylan and The Velvet 
Underground.
 Putting the unfortunate visuals 
aside, The Happy Music Band offers the 
cynical club trekkers something differ-
ent. This is a tough band to follow.
 The Chinatown indie rock scene 
builds itself on such acts. The area is 
cluttered and tucked away at the fringes. 
Rough around the edges and seemingly 
exclusive to only those who dare venture 
into its quarters, Chinatown - much like 
Happy Music Band - is only worth it for 
those willing to give it a chance.

By Kathleen Ramirez
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 Secret lovers, guilt, killings, hatred 
and war: “In the Heart of America” deals 
with it all. Written by Naomi Wallace 
after the first Gulf War, this powerful 
and controversial play explores issues 
not only about peace and war, but about 
sexual and cultural identity. University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa graduate student 
Peter Ruocco presents this play as his 
Master of Fine Arts directing thesis.
 All of the characters in the play 
must deal with the legacy of violence in 
their lives, as they find a way to live on 
despite their feelings of injustice, loss, 
humiliation and shame.
 Fairouz (Libette Garcia) is a 
Palestinian Arab-American searching 
for her lost brother Remzi (Andrew 
K. Valentine), who had been sent off 
by the military to fight in the first Gulf 
War. Her search brings her to Kentucky 
to meet Craver (Chris Cappelletti), who 
was in Remzi’s unit in Iraq and who he 
fell in love with.
 Memories of Remzi before and 
after he was deployed are explored 
as Fairouz interrogates Craver for the 
truth. The leader of Craver and Remzi’s 
unit, Boxler (Alan Shepard), also strug-
gles with his past as he is haunted by the 
ghost of Lue Ming (Polly Zi Hong M. 
Nakamura), a woman he murdered in 
the Vietnam War.
 The atmosphere of the set is 
extremely thought-provoking and 

creative. From the moment you walk 
through the theater doors, you can 
hear the voices of politicians voicing 
their views about war. Members of the 
audience are given a newspaper that 
explains more about the play and the 
war events related to it.
 Newspaper clippings of war sto-
ries provide a backdrop of the stage and 
are also plastered like cement all over 
the stage floor. Several worn wooden 
boxes and chests provide seats and 
props for the characters. A well encir-
cled with sandbags is placed on the side 
of the stage, while a worn American 
flag hangs from the ceiling above.
 Cappelletti and Valentine give 
powerful performances as the two lov-
ers. Cappelletti is effective as Craver, 
the rugged, aggressive soldier in denial 
of his own past.
 Valentine convincingly plays 
Remzi, the sensitive, thoughtful lover. 
Their love affair is similar to dark Dove 
chocolate; both are bittersweet, sensual 
and forbidden. The passion between 
the two men builds as they seduce each 
other by comparing each other’s body 
parts to different military weapons and 
aircraft. The secrecy of their illegal rela-
tionship adds to the building sexual ten-
sion just waiting to be cut by a knife.
 Shepard’s booming voice brings 
Boxler’s domineering, sarcastic nature 
to life. He provokes the aggression and 
anger out of Craver and Remzi. The 
confusion about his tumultuous past in 
the Vietnam War and his present situa-

tion shows that there is more than meets 
the eye for this complicated character.
 Nakamura acts the part of the lost 
soul Lue Ming with mystery and won-
der. She haunts Boxler and the other 
characters like a tiger, waiting for the 
right moment to pounce and release her 
pain and vengeance.
 Garcia acts as the angry and frus-
trated Fairouz. Her emotions are like 
a pinwheel: dizzying and confusing at 
first, but finally coming full circle. Her 
frequent angry outbursts show how 
desperate and determined she is to find 
her brother and, most of all, herself.
 “In the Heart of America” also 
compares the events of the Vietnam 
War and the Gulf War, leaving the 
audience to ponder on what is happen-
ing in our country’s present situation 
in the Middle East. Wallace based the 
character of Boxler on Lt. William 
Calley, who led U.S. soldiers in the 
gunning down of an estimated 347 
unarmed Vietnamese civilians in what 
later became known as the My Lai 
Massacre.
 “In the Heart of America” not 
only deals with the issues of war, sexu-
ality, and identity, but also about the 
consequences of what we choose to 
do or choose not to do. It challenges 
us to look inside ourselves for our own 
sources of love, hate, fear, shame and 
humiliation. It is a play that should 
definitely be watched by everyone.

The controversy 
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Libette Garcia plays a Palestinian-American in Naomi Wallace’s play, "In the Heart of America."

of love and war

Post-rockers At Sea add orchestral 
strings to their driving instrumentals.

COURTESY PHOTO  
Shelly Takiguchi



ComiCs & Crossword
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Comics Editor: Casey Ishitani | (808) 956-7043 | comics@kaleo.orgPage 6  | Wednesday, March 21, 2007



By Steven Tonthat 
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 Since his first appearance on the 
court for the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa, sophomore Sascha Heinemann 
has been a driving force behind the 
UH Warrior tennis team.
 Born in 1984 in Goettingen, 
Germany, Heinemann started hitting 
tennis balls with his father and twin 
brother at the age of five.
 “I would practice with [my broth-
er] and two friends,” Heinemann said. 
“After two years, I was one of the best 
in the district where I lived.”
 Heinemann continued to play ten-
nis all throughout high school, winning 
tournaments all over Germany. Upon 
graduating from Rudolf-Koch Schule 
in Offenbach, where he was a member 
of the runner-up team for the German 
Championships, Heinemann was con-
tacted by a local tennis pro, Alexander 
Waske, who offered him a chance to 
play for head coach John Nelson and 
the University of Hawai‘i.
 “[Waske] told me I should check 
it out for the semester and if I [didn’t] 
like it, I [could] transfer,” Heinemann 
said. “I really liked it. The coach is 
unbelievable and I’m really happy 
I’m here.”
 A big influence in Heinemann’s 
decision to stay in Hawai‘i came from 
coach Nelson, whom, along with his 
parents, he considers to be one of his 
biggest role models.
 [Coach Nelson’s] way of teach-
ing about life and tennis is unbeliev-
able,” Heinemann said.
 Heinemann has become one of 
the biggest factors in the success of 
the Hawai‘i tennis team. In his fresh-
man year alone, he accumulated a 14-
8 overall singles record, and an 11-4 
record at the No. 1 position. 
 “He’s a great player,” Nelson 
said. “Best thing that’s happened in 
the program.”
 Along with his many achieve-
ments for UH, Heinemann held a 10-
match winning streak that lasted from 
Jan. 28 to May 1, was named WAC 
Freshman of the Year and earned a 
national singles ranking. With all his 
accomplishments, it seems Heinemann 
already has it all, yet he remains hum-
ble about the rankings and awards.
 “I don’t really care too much 
about rankings or player of the week,” 
Heinemann said. “I just try to keep 
winning and try to improve.”
 The 2006-07 tennis season 
brought a lot of great things for 
Heinemann, one of which was the 
arrival of his lifelong friend and dou-
bles partner, Andreas Weber.

Serving greatness

 “[Sascha’s] an unbelievable play-
er,” Weber said. “He’s so important 
for Hawai‘i.”
 Heinemann and Weber have 
known each other since they were 
kids, having played dozens of tour-
naments in Germany. Now, they are 
taking the tennis world by storm, 
coming up with big wins over schools 
such as Gustavus Adolphus. Their lat-
est victory came on Saturday, when 
Heinemann and Weber defeated the 
University of Nevada Wolf Pack’s 
Guillaume Tonelli and Laurent 
Garcin, 9-8 (5), clinching the doubles 
point for Hawai‘i.
 Heinemann has also compiled 
an impressive 16-4 singles record this 
season.  His biggest victory came 
when he brought down 22nd-ranked 
Matko Marvic, Michigan’s top player, 
in an exciting third-set tiebreaker 3-6, 
6-3, 1-0 (5).
 For Heinemann, the acclimation 
to Hawai‘i has not been as easy as the 
adjustments on the court. Heinemann 
admits that the hardest thing about 
coming to Hawai‘i was leaving his 
friends and family.
 “It was pretty tough for me in the 
beginning,” Heinemann said. “It also 
was tough for me to get used to the 
school and the language, but I really 
like it and I’m happy to be here.”
 As for now, it’s school and tennis 
for the Germany native. In the future, 
Heinemann hopes to turn pro, but if 
that doesn’t work out, he has other 
plans, which include a degree in inter-
national business.
 “Business is so important,” 
Heinemann said. “Everything is busi-
ness in life.”
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German national Sascha Heinemann plans to 
go pro after graduating.
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By Ka Leo Sports Desk     

 After breaking all of the University of 
Hawaii’s diving records this year and advanc-
ing to the NCAA Men’s Division I Swimming 
and Diving Championships, Sweden natives 
Magnus Frick and Matts Wiktorsson continued 
their success at the University of Minnesota’s 
Aquatic Center this past week at the national 
championships.
 Representing UH amongst a pool of the 
nation’s best collegiate divers, Frick took third 
place while Wiktorsson finished 13th on the 
3-meter springboard diving competition last 
Friday. Wiktorsson also took 13th in the plat-
form the next day, the final day of the NCAA 
Championships.
 Frick accumulated a score of 407.05 in 
his performance and took second place on 
the 1-meter competition in day one of the 
championships. He picked up his second first-
team All-American honor and the highest 
finish by a man in UH history at the NCAA 
Championships in either swimming or diving.
 Wiktorsson finished with a score of 349.40 
in the 3-meter springboard and a final six-dive 
total of 313.10 in the platform competition. 
Earlier that morning, Wiktorsson held on to an 
11th-place preliminary spot after his 326.00-
point showing. He earned honorable mention 
All-American status for the second straight 
day with his championship finish.
 After Frick’s performance in the nation-
als, he headed to the FINA World Aquatic 
Championships in Melbourne, Australia, and 
placed 10th in the 1-meter springboard pre-
liminaries this past Monday to advance to 
the semifinals. Today. Frick will dive in the 
3-meter springboard.

Divers take 
second, third 
in nationals
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University of Hawai'i Rainbow Warrior Mats Wikstorsson 
dives from the 10-meter platform during practice at the Duke 
Kahanamoku Swimming Complex last Friday.


