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By Jean Huh
Ka Leo Contributing Reporter      

 The College of Tropical 
Agriculture and Human Resources 
(CTAHR) at the University of Hawai‘i 
at Mānoa has introduced a new anthur-
ium and named it “Centennial” in cel-
ebration of 100 years of educational 
achievements of the university.
 According to the CTAHR research-
ers, the green and white coloration of the 
flower is representative of the university’s 
colors. The green veins coming together 
to form one flower could symbolize 
the diverse cultures that represent the 
lifeblood of the university. The unusual 
tulip-shaped spathe is reminiscent of 
the flame that appears in the middle 
of the UH seal, with its upward sweep 
symbolic of the university’s quest for 
academic excellence. 
 “We’re very pleased that we can 
celebrate the college’s and univer-
sity’s centennial with this beautiful 
anthurium, and at the same time cre-
ate a new future product for Hawaii’s 
anthurium growers,” said CTAHR 
Dean Andrew Hashimoto.
 The CTAHR is the descendant of 
the founding college of the University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa as the College of 
Agriculture established in 1907 and has 
contributed greatly to the field of study 
and to the growth of the university in 
whole. The CTAHR is federally man-
dated to fulfill the university’s threefold 
Land Grant mission of instruction, sci-
entific research and outreach to address 
state needs, interacting so closely with 
the citizens of the state. The Centennial 
anthurium recognizes the contributions 
that research in tropical flower breeding 
has made to the rich agricultural heritage 
of Hawai‘i as well.

Flower genes
rehashed for 
centennial

By Sean Horie
Ka Leo Contributing Reporter     

 Sampling the ethnic styles of the 
world like hors d’oeuvres at an A-
list party is easier said than done for 
most people. The small morsels of 
fine cuisine that give you a glimpse of 
the intricate cooking style of the chef 
are not only alluring, but leaves you 
expecting something to tantalize your 
sense of taste to no end. Thankfully, 
there is an upcoming event that will 
allow students at the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa to indulge in a sam-
pling full of the rich aroma of a rare 
dish named “culture.”
 On March 16 from 6 to 9 p.m., 
the International Student Association 
will host their annual International 
Night 2007: “A Century of Aloha” at 
Campus Center Ballroom. International 
Student Services and Student Activity 
and Program Fee Board sponsor this 
bonanza that will stimulate your sens-
es.
 Free admission is offered to its 

anticipated 500-plus attendees to wit-
ness the cultural stylings from about 10 
countries.
 The Indian Student Association 
has screened several applicants in order 
to bring a good diversity of entertain-
ment for which the event is known.
 “The main focus is cultural under-
standing and exploration,” said senior 
Yubin Wu.
 Yubin was last semester’s presi-
dent for ISA, and he is ecstatic about 
the event. 
 “There will be about 10 country 
booths along the walls of the ball-
room with many games specific to the 
booth’s specific theme,” Yubin said. 
“It is a short day to experience many 
samplings of culture.”
 Attendees will receive a program 
showing the variety of entertainment 
for the night. These acts promise to 
be worthwhile, and at the conclusion 
of the night, a birthday song will be 
performed in a foreign language, cel-
ebrating UH’s Centennial Celebration.
 The Korean, Japanese and Filipino 

clubs will be among the student orga-
nizations to attend and can be seen at 
this large mixer with interesting prizes 
to be won toward the end.
 Last year’s ISA coordinator Long 
Trinh said, “When I was a student at 
this new educational system, I had to 
adjust to the new community.”
 Trinh used this event to meet 
new people, and he helped create it 
in order to show others a glimpse of 
international cultures. He seemed sat-
isfied by the fact that UH has shown 
it can offer diversity. 
 Like a buffet, many students will 
let their minds consume the ambiance 
that will lie before their eyes and ears 
as the performers demonstrate a side 
of their culture that anyone can learn 
to appreciate.
 For further information 
regarding this event, please visit 
http://www.isauhm.org or contact 
intlnight@isauhm.org.

International Night 2007: “A Century of Aloha”

COURTESY PHOTO LONG TRINH

The Vietnamese Student Association of Hawai‘i performed the “Vietnam My Homeland” coned 
hat dance.

See Night '07 for more photos, page 5

By Nathan Serota
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

 UH Vice President for 
Administration Sam Callejo provid-
ed testimony for House and Senate 
committees, comparing two sepa-
rate budget proposals for the Capital 
Improvements Program (CIP) that 
became a compressed plan consisting 
of the Governor’s seven projects, a 
$296,843 million plan and the Boards 
of Regents’ 27 projects, a $697,963 
million plan.
 The CIP is a university initiative 
that, “meets the goals and objectives 
of the University’s Strategic Plan by 
maintaining and improving campus 
structures to promote a nurturing 
learning and working environment,” 
according to Callejo’s written testi-
mony.
 The budget is intended to fund 
larger projects using money appro-
priated from the state legislature, as 

opposed to the university’s operating 
budget, which consists of tuition and 
funds basic educational needs (teach-
ers’ salaries, basic building mainte-
nance, educational equipment, etc.)
 “The plan is to spend about $40 
million in revenue bond funds over 
the next couple of years to do major 
repair, maintenance and renovation to 
the Mānoa dormitories. So you’ll see a 
lot of work happening in the next cou-
ple of years,” according to the same 
testimony. Callejo said that housing 
improvements at Mānoa are a separate 
initiative from the CIP projects, and 
are receiving separate funding from 
the biennium budget bill.
 Among these initiatives are plans 
to create an entirely new four-year 
undergraduate college campus in 
Kapolei to accommodate West and 
Central O‘ahu students.
 This initiative represents the larg-
est portion of the funds being request-
ed in the governor’s budget, with an 
estimated cost of $135 million, of 

which $35 million is funded by gen-
eral obligation bonds and $100 million 
by special funds provided through pri-
vate partnership.
 Though student housing is not 
prioritized within the CIP budget, there 
are several other initiatives that are 
outlined within the budget bill. 
 The entire CIP budget proposal 
was submitted in October 2006, and 
according to Callejo, is not likely to be 
passed until sometime near the end of 
the semester.
 “This biennium budget bill will 
probably be the last bill to be approved, 
and that will be sometime around the 
end of April,” Callejo said.

Budget Differences
 According to Callejo, because the 
Governor’s budget provides severely 
less funding for fewer initiatives, the 
university is not able to undertake sev-
eral of the projects that it had initially 

intended to commence between now 
and 2010.
 “A lot of projects are not being 
funded. Some major projects like the 
Windward Community College library 
and the new College of Education 
building at Mānoa that burned down, 
were a couple of the big initiatives,” 
Callejo stated. “It’s not as effective 
because it diminished the funds.”

Other projects rejected by the 
Governor include:
•	 redesign	 and	 renovate	 UHM’s	 	

campus center
•	 design	and	create	new	perform-

ing arts classrooms and parking 
spaces at UHM

•	 design	and	construct	an	informa-
tion technology building for the 
entire UH system 

•	 expand	the	UHM	law	school	

Competing budgets 
mean millions

ILLSTRATION PROVIDED BY UH WEST O‘AHU

Also among these initiatives are plans to create an entirely new four-year undergraduate college campus in Kapolei to accommodate West and Central O‘ahu students.

See Budget, page 2
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•	 design	a	new	classroom	and	office	
building at UHM

•	 renovate	Gartley	Hall	at	UHM
•	 design	and	construct	a	pharmacy	

building for UH Hilo 

UOH 900
 The Governor’s budget prioritizes 
several “key” initiatives to improve UH 
campuses system wide. In many cases, 
the Governor’s budget proposal com-
piles projects suggested by the Board 
of Regents into one larger initiative. 
 One of those initiatives is called 
the Capital Renewal, Health & Safety, 
and Infrastructure Project (or UOH 
900), which was given the highest pri-
ority by the Governor.
 According to her proposal, the 
UH system has accumulated a backlog 
of maintenance projects greater than 
$164 million and requires improve-
ments in areas such as fire safety, waste 
management, air conditioning and gen-
eral building repair and maintenance. 
This project intends to address current 
maintenance costs throughout the entire 
UH system in addition with correct-
ing these health and safety deficiencies 
and improving infrastructure for energy 
conservation.
 Both budget proposals allocate 
more than $100 million towards this 
program, but Callejo clarified that the 
money will provide for current needs 
instead of completely addressing the 
accumulated backlog.
 “Every year we need about $30 
million just to maintain the facilities. 
We have inventory of buildings in all 
10 campuses that are worth over $1.6 
billion,” Callejo said. “And the rule of 
thumb is that you normally set aside 
two to four percent of that cost for 
repair and maintenance. You need to 
maintain your buildings.”

Budget
From page 1

 According to a separate testimony 
provided by Howard Todo, UH Vice 
President for Budget/Chief Financial 
Officer, the repairs outlined in UOH 
900 are essential to the university’s suc-
cess. “The inadequacy of the current 
facilities not only threatens the viability 
of teaching, research and administration 
throughout the UH system, but also 
puts the State of Hawai‘i, which relies 
on the University to provide its gateway 
to the Internet, as considerable risk,” 
Todo stated in his written testimony.
 Although UOH 900 addresses 
several maintenance and health safety 
issues facing UH structures, this CIP 
program does not include improve-
ments to student housing. According 
to the recent state auditor’s assessment 
of the UHM housing, which deemed 
several on-campus resident facilities 
to be “neglected, unsafe and misman-
aged,” UHM residence halls have their 
own separate backlog in repair costs, 
estimated at $45 million.   

Other Projects
 Other projects designed to create 
new facilities include: the consolidation 
of the College of Hawaiian Language in 
Hilo into one new building, the devel-
opment of a new facility for the US 
Geological Survey Research Center 
in Hilo and the acquisition of land 
and office buildings for the Leeward 
Community College Waianae Education 
Center facility.  
 The final category of the CIP 
includes plans for determining the fea-
sibility of future projects on the Mānoa 
campus. These projects include possibly 
using existing courtyard areas at Holmes 
Hall and the Biomedical Science 
Building for increasing research labora-
tory space and determining whether the 
Wa‘ahila Faculty Housing buildings on 
Dole Street can be expanded to accom-
modate more faculty residents.
 “These appropriations are just for 
the feasibility studies so we have the 
option to go back and ask for addi-
tional funds to design and build there,” 
Callejo concluded.

By William Neikirk and 
Karoun Demirjian
Chicago Tribune (MCT)     
 
 WASHINGTON – Gen. Peter 
Pace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, expressed mild regret 
Tuesday for calling homosexual 
acts “immoral,” but he stopped 
short of an apology as gay rights 
groups and a powerful Republican 
senator rebuked the general for 
the comments he made to the 
Chicago Tribune.
 As critics fired rhetorical 
volleys, Pace issued a statement 
expressing regret that he had put so 
much stress on the morality issue 
when he defended the Pentagon’s 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” ban on gays 
serving openly in the military dur-
ing a Monday interview with the 
Tribune’s editorial board.
 “In expressing my support for 
the current policy, I also offered 
some personal opinions about 
moral conduct,” Pace said in his 
statement. “I should have focused 
more on my support of the policy 
and less on my personal moral 
views.”
 But this statement did not 
mollify critics who called the 
general’s statements insensitive 
and outrageous and said he should 
apologize.
 Pace’s statements in the 
interview turned into a huge 
news story on radio, television 
and the Internet during the day 
and showed how sensitive the 
Pentagon’s policy has become. 
His senior staff members said he 
was expressing personal views 
and did not intend to apologize.
 Still, the incident provid-
ed a strong hint that Congress 
may hold hearings this year on 
the “don’t ask, don’t tell” poli-
cy approved during the Clinton 
administration, which allows gays 
to serve in the military as long as 
they do not disclose their sexual 
orientation. That clue came when 
Sen. John Warner, R-Va., a senior 
Republican on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, took issue 
with the general.
 “I respectfully but strongly 
disagree with the chairman’s view 
that homosexuality is immoral,” 
the senator said. “In keeping with 
my longstanding respect for the 
Armed Services Committee hear-
ing process, I will decline to com-

ment on the current policy until 
after such hearings are held.”
 Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., 
the chairman of the committee 
who has the right to call hear-
ings, had no comment on Pace’s 
remarks. When a spokeswoman 
was asked if hearings on “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” may be held, she 
said, “They’ve not made any deci-
sion about that.”
 Repeal of the ban on gays 
who acknowledge their sexual 
orientation and serve in the mil-
itary would be highly contro-
versial. Sens. Hillary Clinton, 
D-N.Y., Barack Obama, D-Ill., 
and former Sen. John Edwards, 
D-N.C., favor repeal while Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney 
and other GOP contenders would 
maintain the policy.
 An Obama spokeswoman said 
the senator agrees with retired 
Gen. John Shalikashvili, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs during 
the Clinton administration, who 
wrote recently that he favors the 
repeal because the military is hav-
ing a tough time recruiting and 
training troops.
 New Mexico Gov. Bill 
Richardson, who is seeking the 
presidency, called Pace’s com-
ments unfortunate and said the 
administration should reject 
them.
 Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-
Conn., also a presidential con-
tender, said, “General Pace’s 
comments were completely out of 
line. Many gay and lesbian mem-
bers of our military have served 
their country honorably over the 
years and I find it outrageous that 
at a time when we need as many 
good people serving in the mili-
tary as possible, we are still talk-
ing about excluding people based 
on their sexual orientation.”
 Legislation to repeal the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy has 
been introduced in the House by 
Rep. Martin Meehan, D-Mass., 
and it has more than 100 co-spon-
sors. Meehan said Tuesday that 
Pace’s comments are not in line 
with those of a majority of the 
public or the military, and that 
sentiment for repeal “is strong 
and growing,” according to the 
Associated Press.
 Ser vicemembers Legal 
Defense Network, an advocacy 

group that has represented those 
dismissed from the military for 
being gay, said, “Gen. Pace’s com-
ments are outrageous, insensitive 
and disrespectful to the 65,000 
lesbian and gay troops now serv-
ing in our armed forces.”
 Eric Alva, spokesman for 
the Human Rights Campaign, a 
civil rights group supporting gay 
rights, said, “This policy _ and 
Gen. Pace’s bigotry _ is outdated, 
unnecessary and counter to the 
same American values our sol-
diers are giving their lives for 
each and every day.”
 In the interview with the 
Tribune, Pace said his views were 
based on his personal upbringing.
 “I believe homosexual acts 
between two individuals are 
immoral and that we should not 
condone immoral acts,” Pace told 
the Tribune editorial board. “I do 
not believe the United States is 
well served by a policy that says it 
is OK to be immoral in any way.
 “As an individual, I would not 
want (acceptance of gay behavior) 
to be our policy, just like I would 
not want it to be our policy that if 
we were to find out that so-and-
so was sleeping with somebody 
else’s wife, that we would just 
look the other way, which we do 
not,” he said. “We prosecute that 
kind of immoral behavior.”
 While his senior staff made 
clear Tuesday that he would not 
apologize for these remarks, the 
general issued his statement in 
an effort to play them down and 
declare that he should have dealt 
with policy and not his personal 
opinion.
 “People have a wide range 
of opinions on this sensitive sub-
ject,” he said. “The important 
thing to remember is that we 
have a policy in effect, and the 
Department of Defense has a stat-
utory responsibility to implement 
that policy.”
 Pace added, “I made two 
points in support of the policy 
during the interview. One, `don’t 
ask, don’t tell’ allows individu-
als to serve this nation and two, 
it does not make a judgment 
about the morality of individual 
acts,” adding that he should have 
focused more on policy and not 
questions of morality.

Pace regrets focus on 
‘personal moral views’
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The Crab
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Spring doesn’t mean game over

5 Soul Calibur 2:
 It could be Street Fighter, but it’s not. 
It’s Soul Calibur. The Soul Calibur series 
debuted in 1996 with Soul Edge, and due 
to some unforeseen translation problems, 
it was also referred to as Soul Blade. 
 Though the series has gone through 
multiple incarnations, it is the third in the 
series where the most fun is to be had. 
“Soul Calibur 2” still maintains the fine 
qualities that made the first game great. 
It also adds a better single player quest, 
new moves, characters and special guest 
characters depending on the console you 
play one. 

4 Super Bomberman 2 (1993):
 Bomberman is debatably the most 
pure gaming experience since Pong. The 
best are, Bomberman 2 for the the turbo-
grafix 16 (which was the first draft of the 
winning formula) and Super Bomberman 
2 on the Super Nintendo (that came 
with its own four-player adapter and an 
addicting easy-to-learn game play).
 Bomberman might be the best mul-

3 Bust-a-Move:
 Tetris was always a great single-
player game, and the NEO-GEO was 
always about fantastic graphics. Put 
them together and add a robust mul-
tiplayer option, and you have a recipe 
for one of the most timeless games ever 
created.
 Anybody who walked into an 
arcade in the mid to late 90s has played 
the Neo-Geo machine. Usually, it was 
paired in a multiplayer game machine 
with Metal Slug or The King of Fighters. 
Bust-a-Move spent years building a cult 
of players. 
 Arcades of the past and present 
have never been known for their puz-
zlers, and before the Dance Dance 
Revolution craze, there wasn’t any other 
option than the death and violence. So 
what did all the parents and college 
people play? That’s right, Bust-a-Move.
 While it’s getting difficult to find 
people playing outside of the home, the 
Bust-a-Move craze hasn’t died down 
– it’s just moved inside. A new upcom-
ing version is on its way, and nearly 
every system (since the Super Nintendo) 
has had an installment. 

1  Smash Bros. series:
 What seemed like a filler title 
between Nintendo’s Mario games is 

2 Halo (series):
 A lot could be said about Halo’s 
reinvigoration of first-person shooters on 
console systems, co-op and death match.
 Halo has the best single player 
experience on the list and the co-op might 
be the finest thing since Mario and Luigi 
took turns fighting evil. Whichever edi-
tion you prefer, the multiplayer options 
allow for hours of customization – a 
rare feature on a console. While many 
people would say Goldeneye for the 
Nintendo 64 is the legendary FPS (first-
person shooter), they would be wrong. 
 Halo 2 is played more often due 
to its online feature. It is interesting to 
wonder if the first “Halo” had online 
play, how many people would still be 
playing the first instead? Nonetheless, 
whichever version you and your friends 
are playing, the experience is the same. 

By Taylor Hall
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 Many games hit the stores every 
year, but only a few are worth buying. 
Video games offer a satisfying home expe-
rience not only for the lonely solitaire 
player, but also for groups of friends. So 
this spring break, if you have problems 
going out due to weather or you’re afraid 
of soaking in ultraviolet rays, video games 
are a great way to have some indoor fun. 

The large, painted steel sculpture that sits in front of the Art Building 
on McCarthy Mall was donated by Tony Smith, world famous abstract 
sculptor and father of artist Kiki Smith. Though Smith donated the sculp-
ture, it was installed with funding from the State Foundation on Culture 
and the Arts. The piece is titled “The Fourth Sign.” The fourth sign refers 

to the zodiac sign, Cancer (the Crab).

Photo Courtesy of “Building a Rainbow” by Victor Kobayashi
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 The only ones to watch out for are: 
the XBOX incarnation which wasn’t 
really Bust-a-Move and might have sin-
gle-handedly killed the idea for online 
BAM action and the horribly derivative 
flash games on the Internet. Through no 
fault of its own, Bust-a-Move is always 
fun, whether playing alone or with a 
party. Who needs Tetris?

tiplayer game on this list, but it offers the 
worst single player experience. While it 
is still fun, you do lose that camaraderie 
and revenge aspect. 

now a cornerstone of the Nintendo 
Empire. Debuting in 1998, Super 
Smash Bros. seemed like a neat 
crossover with characters from all of 
Nintendo’s properties attacking each 
other in 2-D combat. And to be fair, it 
had little depth.
 Super Smash Bros. Melee contin-
ued the “item-throwing roundabout” 
function in the game and added a new 
dash move.
 For a single player experience, 
Smash does an excellent job of provid-
ing tons of content. The game is brim-
ming with single player options like 
boss fights, time trials, mini-games, 
tournaments, custom play and more. 
 Get all of your friends under one 
roof and you could probably play for 
five years straight. It’s that good, and 
it’s worth purchasing a Wii just so 
you can play the original Super Smash 
Bros. It is also the only game featured 
in the MLG (Major League Gaming) 
that does not feature an online mode. 
 The next installment, Super 
Smash Bros. Brawl, is expected to 
come out this year, with the online 
combat being a main focus. If 
Nintendo can put a matchmaking 
feature into the game, instead of 
the Wii’s friend codes, then you can 
expect the Super Smash Bros. genre 
to extend its grasp from the home into 
international gaming conquests.

COURTESY PHOTOS AMAZON.COM
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By Dallas Walker
Ka Leo Contributing Writer    

 Oscar pats the ground next to 
him, inviting me to sit with him on 
the hard sidewalk of a Waikīkī side 
street. He reaches up into his cart 
full of belongings with his other 
hand. It is a warm evening, and 
around the corner, wealthy tour-
ists shop in designer stores, buying 
$600 handbags on the way to din-
ner. Oscar brushes his gray hair out 
of his sunburnt face and uncaps a 
Gatorade bottle. He does not hesi-
tate to tell me what it really is. “It’s 
Gatorade and vodka,” he shrugs. 
His hand shakes when he drinks, 
like a dragonfly moving this way 
and that.
 “Uh, cheers, I guess,” I say as I 
sip from my bottle of water.
 Oscar lives in Waikīkī. During 
the day, he sleeps at the park at 
Fort DeRussy; at night, he hauls 
his shopping cart into the streets of 
Waikīkī, and everything he owns 
gets soaked when it rains. Oscar’s 
right leg bothers him, so he uses 
his cart as support when he walks 
around. His cataracts are bad, and 
it is hard for him to see or to go 
out into the sun. But the worst part 
is not his leg or lack of shelter, it 
is that people mumble about him 
when they walk by. Or they turn 
their heads to look across the street. 

To many people, Oscar is someone 
to be avoided or mocked.
 He takes out his radio and turns 
it to a classic rock station. His hand 
shakes as he plays with the dial, and 
he cannot find the tuning, so I fix it 
for him. “Do you like this kind of 
music?” I ask him. He closes his 
eyes, nods and moves around a little 
in his chair. I take this as a “yes.” 
“I like The Doors,” I say. “Do they 
play The Doors on this station?”
 “Yeah, they play The Doors. 

All the time,” he starts to sing a 
Doors song, “Let me sleep all night 
in your soul kitchen!” It is not even 
the song on the radio, but it is the 
one in his heart.
 There is a bar and grill down 
the street from Oscar’s spot where 
they serve great fish and chips, so I 
treat Oscar to a hot meal. “Tell them 
it’s for me,” he says. “Sometimes 
they put in a little extra.”
 When Oscar eats, his hands 
shake so much that the tartar sauce 

flies off of the piece of fish. Some 
of it lands on my sleeve, and I 
laugh, wiping it off with a nap-
kin. He looks at me after he swal-
lows his first bite. “I need to have 
fish because it’s soft, see? I don’t 
have many teeth left.” Oscar’s grin 
reveals that half his teeth are miss-
ing. “It’s a shame I can’t eat steak 
anymore. I used to like steak.” He 
pauses for a minute and looks at me 
the way a concerned friend would. 
“Why don’t you eat?” he asks. “Eat. 

I can’t eat it all by myself.” 
 It is a large plate, and it does 
smell good. But somehow I freeze 
and withdraw my hand before I 
even touch one of the fries. “What? 
Is it too hot for you?” he asks.  
 No, it is not too hot. But my 
own prejudices tell me not to eat. 
I stare at the food, as if it is con-
taminated. It looks unsanitary now 
because he has touched it. I ratio-
nalize that it would not have been 
a healthy meal anyway. But who 
would share a meal with a home-
less man?
 I move my gaze from the fish 
up to Oscar, whose cheek is swish-
ing his food around as he nods in 
approval. He points at the fries again 
and shows me a thumbs-up. I think 
to myself: “Why does this man want 
to share his only meal with me? This 
man who does not know where his 
next meal is coming from.”  
 I think about people who 
mock him or avert their eyes as 
they walk by. Suddenly the voice 
of Jim Morrison breaks into my 
ears. “Let me sleep all night in 
your soul kitchen! Warm my mind 
near your gentle stove. Turn me 
out, and I’ll wander, baby, stumb-
lin’ in the neon groves!”
 “Well?” he asks. “Are you 
going to eat or what?” I reach 
down, dip a fry into some ketchup 
and dig in.

Drunk homeless aren’t all that bad

By James Grange
Sagebrush (U. Nevada-Reno)     
 

 (U-WIRE) RENO, Nev. – This 
week, I want to talk about farting. 
Please, hold your laughter. I mean, 
everyone does it – men, women, 
children, old people (especially old 
people) – so let’s try to be mature. 
Flatulence, as it is more politely 
called, is the process of expelling an 
odorous mixture of gases, known as 
flatus, from the anus. What’s so funny 
about that? 
 Nonetheless, farts have certain 
connotations in society. They are 
deemed impolite or humorous and can 
often be a source of personal embar-
rassment. Whether they be booming, 

squeaky, trumpety or silent but dead-
ly, it’s hard to ignore when somebody 
lets one rip. I remember one time, in 
the seventh grade, I sneezed and a fart 
forced its way out. 
 This has been a source of severe 
emotional trauma for the last ten 
years. Sometimes I can still hear them 
laughing, can still picture the pointing 
fingers and noses plugged in mockery. 
Children can be so cruel, can’t they? 
If only I could go back in time and 
explain that this was merely an invol-
untary action caused by the vibration 
of gaseous air rushing past my anal 
sphincter. Then we’d see who would 
be laughing.
 So I’m here to help. My name 
is James, and I’m a farter. I have 
been all my life. Together, we can get 

through this. I promise. Just follow 
my simple tips for how to overcome 
awkward farting moments.

 
The first step is prevention
 What you eat can play a big part 
in how much flatus you’re going to 
expel. Fart-producing foods are high 
in something called polysaccharides, 
whatever that means. Basically, lots 
of milk, cheese, bread yeasts, sweet 
potatoes, broccoli and, of course, 
beans (the musical fruit) are some of 
the things to avoid before a hot date.

Noise is the most attributable 
aspect of a fart
Whereas smell is hard to pinpoint, 
sound is an obvious clue. Make a habit 

of picking out chairs that are prone to 
creaking, groaning and other fart-like 
imitations. If need be, you can blame 
it on the chair. Or, if you can manage, 
try coughing to cover the fart. Maybe 
yawn loudly and clap your hands. If 
you can just plant a morsel of doubt 
in the minds of people within earshot, 
you’re in the clear.
 
Perhaps the most upsetting thing 
about a fart is the smell
 This is caused by a few differ-
ent gaseous elements – methane and 
sulfur primarily. I have heard farts 
described in many ways: like relax-
ing in a sauna of toilet water, like the 
inside of a construction site Port-a-
Potty, like standing on the brink of a 
poop volcano. 

 But luckily enough, the stink is 
the easiest part of a fart to blame on 
other people. Stick to crowds and pick 
one person to victimize. If you let one 
pass, just glare at this person. Maybe 
mutter under your breath, “Man, that 
guy’s smells.” And if confronted, 
there is always a fallback: “He/She 
who smelt it, dealt it.” 
 My advice this week: You 
can live without the constant fear 
of humiliation. Without exception, 
everyone has gassy times in their life. 
Spread the word to all of your friends 
– farts are just another part of the 
human body, like earwax and belly 
button lint. None of us mean to, these 
things just happen. An open mind 
might even say farts are like words 
from our anuses.

If you have to fart in public, then do it right

LAUREN JO • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i



Events Calendar
Please send any campus events to calendar@kaleo.org 

at least one week before the event date. 

“Incorporating indexicality and con-
tingency into the design of artifacts 
for computer-mediated collabora-
tion,” a computer science final oral, 
today, 2 to 5 p.m., POST building, room 
302. Nathan Dwyer will present. Info: 
956-8500. 
“The ice ages of Mars,” a joint meteo-
rology and IPRC seminar, today, 3:30 to 5 
p.m., Marine Science Building, room 100. 
Norbert Schorghofer, an assistant astron-
omer for the Institute for Astronomy, will 
present. Info: meteorology department, 
956-8775, metdept@hawaii.edu, http://
lumahai.soest.hawaii.edu. 
“Mesothelioma: it’s not just from 
asbestos,” a University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa faculty lecture, today, 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m., Hamilton Library, room 301. 
Michele Carbone has shown that genetics 
and a polio vaccine, widely distributed in 
the mid-twentieth century, may contrib-
ute more than asbestos to the develop-
ment of the disease. Refreshments will 
be served. Info: Jonelle Sage, 956-9932, 
uhmlibpr@hawaii.edu. 
The School of Hawaiian Asian 
Pacific Studies graduate student 
conference, tomorrow, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:45 p.m., Center for Korean Studies. 
Info: Michael Gardner, 956-8324, mwag@
hawaii.edu, http://www.hawaii.edu/
shaps/gradconf/2007
“The correspondence of Gilbert 
Highet and Helen MacInnes with 
famous classical scholars and other 
notable individuals,” a biography 
lecture, tomorrow, 12 to 1:15 p.m., Henke 
Hall, room 325. Robert Ball, professor 
of classics, will present. Info: Center for 
Biographical Research, Craig Howes, 956-
3774, biograph@hawaii.edu. 
“Roots and routes: a comparison of 
Beiguan in Taiwan and Shingaku in 

Japan,” a music final oral, tomorrow, 12 
to 2 p.m., Music room 221. Ching-huei 
Lee will present. Info: 956-8500.
“Remote sensing of urban impervi-
ous surfaces,” a geography colloquium, 
tomorrow, 12 to 1:15 p.m., Saunders 
Hall, room 443B. Changshan Wu, an 
assistant professor at the University of 
Wisconsin at Milwaukee, will present. 
Info: Matt McGranaghan, 956-7092, 
matt@hawaii.edu.
“Queer for Uncle Sam: ‘West Side 
Story’ and Puerto Rico’s ambiguous 
positions,” tomorrow, 1:30 to 3 p.m., 
Queen Lili‘uokalani Center for Student 
Services, room 412. Allan Punzalan Isaac, 
assistant professor of English at Wesleyan 
University, will present. Info: Camaron 
Miyamoto, 956-9250, lgbtq@hawaii.edu.
“Dams, dam removal and river res-
toration: a hedonic property value 
analysis,” tomorrow, 3 to 4 p.m., Marine 
Science Building, room 114. Lynne 
Lewis from Bates College will present. 
The removal of the Edwards Dam on the 
Kennebec River in 1999 set a national 
precedent for removing hydropower 
dams of marginal value. The removal 
represented the first time a functioning 
hydropower facility undergoing relicens-
ing under FERC (the U.S. Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, which licenses 
hydropower facilities) was removed with 
the goal of restoring aquatic ecosystems. 
Info: Philip Moravcik, 956-3097, morav@
hawaii.edu, http://www.wrrc.hawaii.
edu/seminars/lewisseminar.htm.
“Dreaming of unity and cargo 
in Melanesia,” tomorrow, 3 to 4:30 
p.m., Crawford Hall, room 115. Lamont 
Lindstrom, an anthropology professor 
at Tulsa University, will present. Info: 
Denise Wandasan, 956-7153, wandasan@
hawaii.edu.
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Night ’07
From page 1

Top: “Tibetan dance: 
Good Fortune to All” 
was performed by the 
Chinese group.

Left: Kazuki Takizawa 
showcases his shamisen 
(Japanese fast and ener-
getic music) talent.

COURTESY PHOTOS  
Long Trinh
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Wanted:
Photos documenting trips to foreign 

countries or to the U.S. mainland. 
Photos must be accompanied by a 

100-to-200-word paragraph describ-
ing the overall trip (when, where, 
why you traveled there, what you 
did, who you met, foods you ate, 

etc.) Each photo must have at least 
a one-sentence caption with photo 
credit. If possible, please to do not 

send posed photos but rather action 
or scenic ones. Also, please provide 
your full name and title (major and 

year, faculty, staff, student) Email the 
photos and paragraph to features@
kaleo.org or drop them off at the Ka 
Leo newsroom. For more informa-

tion, send an email or call 956-3221.

UH Globe Trekker

Escaping heat in Cuba

NATALIA PARK • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Top: Dominoes are more than a simple game in Cuba. It is part of the culture that 
represent a wise entertainment that stimulates a serene relationship between Cubans, 
that also allows them to study, understand and accept one another.
Far left: A handmade bicycle was resolved with a steering wheel of a 1950's car, typi-
cal of Havana streets.
Left: The shortage of provisions due to the U.S. embargo affects the weekly ration of 
food that the Cuban government supplies per person. Issues of starvation and lack of 
nutrients is a constant distress.
Bottom: During an extremely hot day in Havana, kids play in the side of the streets 
with found objects using their creativity to invent new ones to entertain themselves.

By Natalia Park
Ka Leo Photographer     

 July 2006 was a crucial time 
for Cuba and all Cubans around the 
world. Fidel Castro, the leader of the 
revolution that overthrew Fulgencio 
Batista in 1959 and current president of 
the socialist Republic, transferred his 
authority to his younger brother Raul 
Castro for the first time in 48 years due 
to an intestinal surgery that threatened 
his life.
 This event held the country and 
the world with floating expectation of 
what would be next for Cuba. For some 

Cubans, especially the exiled ones, 
hope of finally being able to return to 
their island home filled their hearts. For 
nationalist communist Cubans, there 
was fear of losing their sovereignty. 
 Later that year, Fidel didn’t make 
it to his 80th birthday. I photographed 
Cubans in everyday moments that por-
tray a simple and humble existence that 
has reminded me of the way of life, far 
from material and superficial, that can 
be possible. Whoever will take control 
over Cuba will not take control of their 
values, their culture, their beliefs and 
their pride. 
 I traveled to Cuba to photograph 
the unexpected. I did not know how to 
imagine this place because the media 
has always depicted it as a forbidden 
land. However, I knew that there was 
something special to look forward to 
in this critical time, and I wanted to 
experience it with my literal presence 
in that time and space.

Temperatures were 
high in politics and on 

the streets
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By Rebecca Gallegos
Ka Leo Sports Editor      

 Rainbow divers Magnus Frick and Mats 
Wiktorsson will represent the University of 
Hawai‘i this week at the NCAA Men’s Division 
I Swimming and Diving Championship at the 
University of Minnesota Aquatic Center. Both div-
ers will compete in the 1-meter event tomorrow and 
the 3-meter springboard on Friday. Wiktorsson will 
also compete on Saturday in the platform event. 
 Wiktorson and Frick earned their spot in the 
Championships after their performances in the 
Zone E Regional March 1-4th in Oklahoma City. It 
was then that all of the nation’s top divers competed 
in five different Zone Championships to determine 
who would qualify for this week’s contest, which 
will feature 35 divers. Ohio State University and 
Auburn were the only two teams that qualified three 
divers. Hawai‘i, along with four other schools, will 
send two, and another 19 schools qualified one.
 Despite this being Frick’s first NCAA national 
competition, he is expected to finish atop the leader 
board, recording, in the Zone Regionals, the highest 
1-meter score by more than 30 points and the high-
est 3-meter score by one point, when compared 
with all other qualifying divers. Frick holds the 
UH record in both events and his 400.10 1-meter 
score in the Conference-USA Men’s Invitational 
in February is the highest score in the country this 
season.
 “Magnus Frick is a powerful diver whose 
strength allows him to jump exceptionally high 
off of the springboard and complete the most dif-
ficult list of dives being done at this year’s NCAA 
Championship,” said UH diving coach Michael 
Brown. “Although diving is a very unpredictable 
sport, Magnus has been consistently ahead of the 
divers that he has faced this year.”
 After this week’s competition in Minnesota, 
Frick will make his way to Melbourne, 
Australia. There Frick will compete in the World 
Championships, where, in 2005, he finished 8th in 
the 1-meter event. 
 “Magnus is at the level where he’s ready to 
compete anywhere. He’s competed in tougher 

competitions, like the world Championships,” 
Brown said. “But this one’s special. It’s why he’s 
here in college, on scholarship.”
 Wiktorsson will make an appearance in the 
NCAA Championship for his second consecutive 
year. In 2006 Wiktorsson placed 4th in the plat-
form and 16th in the 3-meter event. His fourth-
place finish was the highest ever by a UH male 
diver and he currently holds the school record on 
the platform, recording a score of 387.00 at the 
C-USA meet this year.
 “Mats Wiktorsson is a very elegant diver who 
has been competitive with Frick on the 3-meter 
board on many occasions this year,” Brown said. 
“Mats has had his best results from the platform 
where he is noted for his elegance and clean entries 
into the water…a skill that is highly rewarded by 
the judges.”
 Wiktorsson has performed well in their most 
recent competitions, despite injuries that have had 
their effects on him. At the Zone E Regional 
Wiktorsson finished eighth on the 1-meter, fifth on 
the 3-meter and second on the platform.
 “Mats has gotten stronger as the year’s have 
gone on,” Brown said. “He’s had a couple of 
injuries that have slowed him down a little but 
he did well at the Zone meet and very well at the 
Conference [C-USA] meet.”
 Wiktorsson’s three-year tenure with the 
Rainbows is quite a bit longer than Frick’s, who 
first competed with the team in December after 
sitting out a year due to NCAA rules. Both divers, 
along with coach Anita Rossing, are natives of 
Sweden, which has helped them to communicate 
better and improve as a whole. 
 “They help each other a lot, as far as under-
standing things,” said Brown of the union. “It’s 
been a good situation.”
 Rossing will be with the Rainbow Warriors 
this week as they test the waters in Minnesota, 
looking to put forth similar results, if not better, than 
those they have all season.
 “The two Rainbow divers have broken all of 
the UH diving records this year,” Brown said. “And 
we are hoping that they will be able to perform at 
that level at the NCAA Championships.” 

into theDiving 
Blue

Magnus Frick and Mats Wiktorsson  
plunge into the record books

By Magdiel Vilchez
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 For the sixth straight year, the 
Rainbow Wahine will host a spring 
exhibition match at the Stan Sheriff 
Center tomorrow evening. The ‘Bows 
will host the Arizona Wildcats in the 
final match for one of the University 
of Hawai‘i’s most celebrated athletes 
in setter Kanoe Kamana‘o and out-

Wahine volleyball host spring exhibition
Senior Kanoe 
Kamana'o goes 
through her 
team as she says 
goodbye to the 
home crowd on 
Senior Night. The 
Wahine wrapped 
up conference 
play at home last 
season.

FILE PHOTO  
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

side hitter Sarah Mason.
 The University of Hawai‘i 
Rainbow Wahine volleyball team 

will return five of seven starters from 
the team that fought its way into 
the 2006 NCAA Regional Finals. 

Though the spring exhibition match 
is often a showcase for the incom-
ing squad, this year’s match will be 
a farewell match for four-time All-
American Kamana‘o and All-WAC 
team member Mason.  
 The last time the Rainbow 
Wahine played, the ‘Bows fell 
at the hands of the University of 
California Los Angeles Bruins in 
three games in the NCAA Regional 
Finals at the SSC, a day after upset-
ting higher-seeded University of 
Southern California in the Regional 
Semifinals. 
 The Rainbow Wahine will 
face an Arizona team that went 
13-17 in 2006 and failed to make 

the NCAA tournament. In previ-
ous years, the Wahine have played 
exhibition matches against teams 
like Stanford, Nebraska, USC and 
Nittadai (Japan). Last year, the 
Rainbow Wahine played and beat 
the Wisconsin Badgers 30-19, 30-
23, 30-24, 30-32, 11-15.   
 Tomorrow evening’s match 
will not include outside hitter Alicia 
Arnott. Arnott, who red-shirted in 
2006 to play a larger role on the 
2007 team, has opted not to use her 
final year of eligibility. In addition 
to being a veteran player, Arnott 
was the 2004 team leader in kills. 
 The exhibition match is set to 
begin at 7 p.m.

Wahine play Arizona 
Wildcats tomorrow for 

first spring game

JORDAN MURPH • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Above: University of Hawai'i Rainbow Warrior Magnus Frick plummets through the water after 
diving from the 1-meter spring board during practice at the Duke Kahanamoku Swimming 
Complex on Friday.
Far left: After the Zone E Regional on March 1-4th in Oklahoma City UH Divers Magnus Frick and 
Mats Wiktorsson earned their spot in the championships.  
Left: Mats Wikstorsson is trailed by bubbles underwater after diving from the 10-meter platform


