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Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 “There is no finish line until we 
find a cure.” That is the motto of the 
American Cancer Society when refer-
ring to Relay for Life. But rest assured, 
there will be plenty of laps run around 
the track.
 Tomorrow, the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa will be the host 
of Relay for Life, a signature event 
for the American Cancer Society that 
has been taking place for over 20 
years, and has engaged over 2 million 
volunteers and over 500,000 cancer 
survivors around the nation. The event 
will be held from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. at 
Cooke Field (UH Track).
 The event requires at least one 
member from each team to be walk-
ing/running the track at all time 
throughout the night. It is also sug-
gested that each person raise at least 
$100, with all profits going straight to 
the American Cancer Society. 
 The event held at UH will be one of 
24 events that take place in Hawai‘i and 
Guam each year. In the year 2007 alone, 
there are an estimated 4,800 Relay for 
Life events that will take place across the 
United States and in 24 countries across 
the globe.
 The event is more than just collect-
ing money.
 “It symbolizes the continuous strive 
to combat cancer, research cancer, help 
people with cancer,” said UH student 
Tezden Lyons, who is the fundraising 
chair for the Relay for Life. “Never 
break the chain.” 
 Many volunteers have been affect-

Relay for Life more than a fund raiser

ed by cancer or are survivors themselves. 
The first lap of every race is reserved for 
survivors. Roz Makaula is a staff mem-
ber at the American Cancer Society, and 
it is her job to partner with the planning 
committees of each Relay for Life events 
in Honolulu. 
 “I came to the American Cancer 
Society as a patient, then as a volunteer 
and now as a staff member,” Makaula 
said. “I have directly benefited from the 
American Cancer Society.” 
 For Lyons, this will be her first 
event, and she is well aware of what it is 
like to be affected by cancer. 
 “I think all of us have been affect-
ed,” Lyons said. “My aunt had cancer, 
and it was so painful for her.”

 The money that is raised by 
each team in the relay will go toward 
research, education, advocacy to ensure 
responsible cancer policies are being 
put in place by the government and ser-
vices that are meant to make the cancer 
patient’s experience with the disease 
easier and more bearable. 
 “I think the best part is a lot of the 
money goes toward helping people with 
cancer be more comfortable with it,” 
Lyons said. “The relay is probably the 
least significant part of it.”
 By 2015, the American Cancer 
Society hopes to have prevented 5 
million cancer deaths, avoided 6 mil-
lion new diagnoses and drastically 
improved the quality of life for those 

living with cancer. 
 Having been a cancer survivor, 
Makaula takes her role at the American 
Cancer Society seriously and believes 
her role is parallel with that of the 
American Cancer Society: to prevent 
and treat cancer.
 The Relay for Life will have live 
music, door prizes and games. Some of 
the activities include a poker and dodge-
ball tournament. 
 “We try to have each team spon-
sor their own fundraising event,” 
Lyons said.
 Team members are welcome to 
sign up until the day of the race, as long 
as donation money has been raised.

The American Cancer 
Society has held the 
relay for over 20 years. 
All proceeds go to 
cancer benefits.
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Compiled by Michelle White

Listen to the Campus Beat pod-
cast on our sister publication’s 
Web site, http://www.kalamak-
ua.org.

Monday, Feb. 26

10:23 p.m. – Staff at Hale ‘Ilima 
reported seeing a former resident 
who had been banned and cited 
for trespassing. The suspect was 
walking near Hale Lokelani. 
Campus Security was unable to 
find the student.

Tuesday, Feb. 27

7:23 a.m. – Campus Security 
responded to a fire in the Keller 
Hall computer lab. The fire was 
extinguished before security 
arrived.

10:24 a.m. – A student reported 
that someone stole his wallet 
from the first-floor bathroom in 
the Architecture building.

11:52 a.m. – Campus Security 
found a person skateboarding on 
the roof of Sinclair Library. The 
student was given a warning.

12:59 p.m. – A Hale Noelani 
resident reported that their mo-
ped was stolen.

10:45 p.m. – A caller at Hale 
Noelani reported smelling mari-
juana coming from a silver 
Nissan Altima. Campus Security 
located the driver who refused to 
provide identification and fled.

Wednesday, Feb. 28

9:00 a.m. – While investigating 
a foul odor Campus Security 
found a dead cat in a recycle bin 
at the Architecture parking lot.

11:59 a.m. – Staff at the Campus 
Center ID office found a forged 
bus pass. A report was filed with 
Campus Security and TheBus.

7:07 p.m. – A caller reported 
a man masturbating at the Art 
building. No other informa-
tion was provided and Campus 
Security was unable to find 
him.

8:06 p.m. – A woman’s mo-ped 
was stolen from Hale Noelani.

11:10 p.m. – A digital camera 
was stolen from a resident at 
Hale Wainani.

Thursday, March 1

9:23 a.m. – A man reported that 
someone deflated his tire while 
it was in the parking structure.

CampusBeat

By Justin Hedani
Ka Leo News Editor      

 The Rainbow Shuttle running from the dormito-
ries through Waikīkī and beyond downtown  stopped 
running Sunday, March 4, but few were affected.
 According to the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa Parking Office, 33 students bought passes in 
fall 2006, but this spring they did not sell any passes.
 The Parking Office, in a flier, reasoned that 
it could no longer run the shuttle since “ridership 
declined substantially to the point where there are 

frequently no passengers at all on many trips.”
 Students who bought passes in the fall continued 
to use their passes in the spring and were not turned 
away by shuttle operators. The Waikīkī Shuttle passes 
were $20 a semester with unlimited use. Students 
who had valid student bus passes could ride the 
shuttle for free as well.
 The Parking Office also said that they could not 
give refunds to students “since none were sold [this 
semester].”
 The Rainbow Shuttle Waikīkī route was to be 
a six-week pilot program and began as an alterna-

tive to dormitory residents parking their cars in 
neighborhoods. The shuttle started running from 
August 24, 2006 and was a free service through 
September 30.
 The Parking Office funded the Waikīkī 
Shuttle and spent $38,800 in the fall and $22,400 
in the spring. 
 The shuttle route started at Hale Aloha dormi-
tories and made stops at Kapahulu Avenue, Kuhio 
Beach, and Ala Moana Shopping Center. It ran 
Monday through Thursday, picking up every two 
hours from 4 p.m. to midnight.

Ridership figures for the Waikīkī Shuttle

November 1 to 21: 381
December 1 to 15: 237
January 8 to 23: 142

Latest counts provided by the Parking Office

Shuttle cancellation affects few

Waikīkī-bound buses saw a dwindling 
ridership since its November upstart. 

The pilot program, aimed at dorming students,
was meant to be a free alternative to the city bus.



O‘ahu: Interesting weather ahead! Winds are forecasted to shift to the south today and Friday ahead of an approach-
ing cold front. Clouds and showers are expected to increase over these days. The most rain is likely to fall as the 
front passes over O‘ahu on Saturday. This may be followed by a brief period of trade winds on Sunday. On Monday 
the winds should begin to shift back to the south ahead of another cold front possibly approaching the Islands next 
Wednesday or Thursday.

World: Tropical Cyclone George is forecasted to make landfall on the northwest Australian coast today, bringing 
torrential rain and strong winds while Tropical Cyclone Jacob will be trundling harmlessly through the eastern 
Indian Ocean.

Thursday: High/Low: 82, 67. Partly cloudy skies and some showers. South, Southeast, 10 knots. 
Friday: High/Low: 82/68. Increasing cloudiness and showers. South, 20 knots.
Saturday: High/Low: 81/69. Cloudy skies with heavy showers. Southwest, 15 knots. 
Sunday: High/Low: 79/67. Mauka showers, partly cloudy skies. Northeast, 15 knots.
Monday: High/Low: 79/67. Partly cloudy and mauka showers. East, southeast, 10 knots.
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By Matthew Murai
Ka Leo Staff Reporter    

 Initiative to have interactive repositories 
available for students and researchers has led 
Shari Tamashiro to make a Web site. On the 
first of the month, Tamashiro presented a Web 
site based on Americans of Japanese Ancestry 
veterans from World War II at Henke Hall’s 
Center for Biographical Research.
 The Web site, http://nisei.hawaii.edu, 
offers digital storytelling, an Internet-based 
home page linked and laid out in an online 
museum-type exhibit format. It is fully inter-
active and hosts many links to other clubs and 
organizations focusing on the AJA and their 
experiences. The corresponding context is 
limitless, a benefit of digital storytelling.
 “If you have a specific topic in mind, 
like glider training, you can search for it 
directly,” Tamashiro said. “Basically, this will 
be a listing of all the stories we have tied into 
that. (The) third level is the interviewee main 
page. This is where we break out of the linear 
narrative box and try to create living digital 
memory.”
 Tamashiro considers the project as 
more of a community effort, rather than a 
research tool. She also said the resources 
keep coming in from other involved people 
and organizations.
 The Nisei Story is based off AJA 

people and veterans from WWII, and its 
Web site profiles 30 AJA veterans from 
WWII. Previously throughout texts and other 
resources, the inability to have access to a 
wider array of information has prompted 
these efforts to improve research through 
digital storytelling.
 Tamashiro’s presentation focused on 
Shiroku “ Whitey” Yamamoto’s experience 
in the 442nd Antitank Company and how 
he served his country. Many veterans who 
contributed to this project were present for 
Tamashiro’s presentation.
 “The repeat visitor can have the option 
of jumping to any specific section that 
they want; that is in the ‘jump to’ section,” 
Tamashiro said. “Where if they really want to 
look at information about the G.I. Bill, they 
can go directly to it without having to navi-
gate through the story.”
 One link on the Web site speaks of the 
antitank unit sent for recon (observe for the 
purpose of identifying enemy activity) in 
southern France. The group from the 442nd 
regimental combat team was trained to land 
gliders that had heavy artillery holstered to it, 
and groups of combat teams landed near corn-
fields and anti-air artillery emplacements.
 This and many other interesting stories 
can be found at the Web site. For information 
on resources and other research tools, e-mail 
biograph@hawaii.edu.

Online museum tells story of Japanese-American soldiers

Day N  E  S  W
Thurs 3 to 7  0 to 3   1 to 3  3 to 5
Fri 6 to 10  1 to 3  1 to 3  3 to 5
Sat 6 to 10  1 to 3  3 to 5  3 to 5
Sun 5 to 8  1 to 3  2 to 5  2 to 5
Mon 5 to 8   1 to 3  1 to 3  1 to 3

   Surf: face height/front of the wave
    Information from Surf News Network 

Weather Forecast Surf Forecast

Americans of Japanese 
Ancestry faced ridicule 
from the U.S. government 
and its citizens during 
WWII. The Nisei Story, 
a new online museum, 
documents their struggles 
and lives.

COURTESY PHOTO  
THe nisei sTory

By Sara Da Silva & Christopher Chambers
Meterology Graduate Students        
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“Writing an effective resume 
and cover letter,” a career service 
workshop, today, 12 to 1 p.m., Queen 
Lili‘uokalani Center for Student 
Services, room 208. Participants will 
learns about the hallmarks of an effec-
tive resume. Info: Career Development 
and Student Employment, 956-7007, 
careers@hawaii.edu, http://www.
hawaii.edu/career. 

“Perspectives of male teachers in 
special education preschools,” an 
education final oral, today, 3 to 5:30 
p.m., Wist Hall, room 135. Malcolm 
Hee will present. Info: 956-8500.

A reading by author R. Zamora 
Linmark, tonight, 7 to 8:30 p.m., 
Hawai‘i Institute for Geophysics audi-
torium. Linmark, author of “Rolling 
the R’s,” is currently the English 
department’s distinguished writer in 
residence. Info: English Department, 
956-7619. 

“Lords of the Arctic” and “In Hot 
Water,” two documentaries about 
oceans and climate change, tonight 7 
to 9 p.m. and Sunday 5 p.m., Spalding 
auditorium. 

“Intel/Apple relationship and 
what it means to educational 
institutions,” an Information 
Technology Services lecture, tomorrow, 
9 to 10:30 a.m., Keller Hall, room 204. 
Darrell Stewart from Intel and Frank 
Callaham from Apple will present. Info: 
Linda Mcconnell, 956-5662, mccon-
nel@hawaii.edu, http://www.hawaii.
edu/training. 

“Gender equity in academic pro-
fessional development,” a brown 
bag panel, tomorrow, 12 to 1:15 
p.m., Kuykendall Hall, room 106. The 
panel will discuss insights into ongo-
ing issues related to gender equity, 
solutions based on case studies and 
prevention strategies. Info: CTE, 956-
6978, cte@hawaii.edu, http://www.
cte.hawaii.edu. 

Four essays on international 
reserves, an economics final oral, 
tomorrow, 12:45 to 2:45 p.m., 
Saunders Hall, room 542B. Hee-Ryang 
Ra will present. Info: 956-8500. 

“A weak-gravitational analysis 
of massive galaxy clusters from 
0.3<7<0.7,” an astronomy final oral, 
tomorrow, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m., Institute 
for Astronomy. Donovan David will 
present. Info: 956-8500.

“Vasotocin and the evolution of 
avian sociality,” a zoology seminar, 
tomorrow, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., St. 
John Hall auditorium, room 011. Jim 
Goodson from Clemson University will 
present. Info: Zoology Department, 
Lynne, 956-8617, logata@hawaii.edu. 

“Kanaka maoli, the United 
States and international law: 
the United Nations declaration 
on the rights of indigenous 
peoples,” a Hawaiian studies sym-
posium, tomorrow, 4:30 to 8 p.m., 
Law School classroom 2. Mililani Trask 
will present. Info: Tino Ramirez, 945-
1408, ramirezv@hawaii.edu. 

Events 
Calendar

Please e-mail any community or 
campus events to calendar@kaleo.org. 

By Katherine Visaya
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 The Information Technology field 
(IT) has experienced rapid growth 
within the past few years. However, 
the number of students in the IT pro-
grams within business schools and 
computer science departments are not 
meeting today’s demand.
 In 1996, capitalists started to 
invest heavily in Internet companies. 
As “Dot com” stock prices rose, IT 
employment also grew and IT enroll-
ments at universities soared. 
 Unfortunately, between the year 
2000 and 2001, the IT field experi-
enced what is called the “Dot com 
bubble burst.” “Dot com” stock prices 
collapsed because their companies 
failed and many IT professionals lost 
their jobs. College students have since 
then avoided the IT majors in busi-
ness schools and computer science 
departments, not only here in Hawai‘i 
but also across the country and even 
around the world.
 The bad times appear to be over. 
Since 2004, the job market for IT pro-
fessionals has come rushing back and 
employment is now larger than ever. 
However, there is still a lack of IT 
majors, and companies are experienc-
ing employment crisis. 
 The University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa offers two IT majors (not 
including engineering). Information 
and Computer Sciences (ICS) is the 
traditional computer science degree. 
Management Information systems 
(MIS), in contrast, is in the school 
of business. The goal of MIS is to 
train graduates to work in corporate 
IT departments in banks, hotels, hos-
pitals, government and other orga-
nizations that use IT to work more 
effectively and efficiently.
 Professor of Information 
Technology Management, Ray Panko, 
explains the IT majors offered at UH 
and the need for students to enroll in 
these.
 “MIS and ICS majors have long 
had very good job prospects,” Panko 
said. “Demand is strong and salaries 
are among the best. As of 2006, the 
average pay with bonuses is about 
$80,000. Another perk is the high job 
satisfaction.”
 In 2006, Money Magazine picked 
the 50 best jobs based on stress level, 
job flexibility, creativity, ease of entry 
and ease of advancement. Among the 
top 10 jobs, two were IT specializa-
tions.

100 Years Strong

UFOs
By Patricia wiLson

1964
 The planning for Kuykendall Hall began in the Spring of 1961. 
To protect the tower from the elements, vertical aluminum fins weigh-
ing 80 pounds each were put onto the building, running from the top 
to the bottom of the second floor. Though it made the design of the 
building flashier, the non-aluminum screws that held the fins began 
to decay leading to their ultimate collapse. One fell on a Volkswagen 

Bug, and another almost hit a professor who swore it was a UFO.

Photo Courtesy of “Building a Rainbow” by Victor Kobayashi 

Techies badly needed

LAUREN JO • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

 “The IT field is also a great field 
for women,” Panko said. “In proj-
ect management, relational skills are 
extremely important and women tend 
to be very strong in these areas.”
 Senior and MIS major Matthew 
Chun explains why he feels that IT is 
a great field to major in.
 “There will always be a job mar-
ket for network and network security, 
and it’s something that I really enjoy 
doing,” Chun said. “The classes here 
at UH are small so it gives a better 
student-to-teacher ratio.”
 In the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
projection of occupational growth 
from 2004 to 2014, five of the 12 
occupations expected to see the fastest 
growth are IT professions. Therefore, 
there is a great need for IT majors 
now.
 “Hopefully IT students will catch 
on much faster to the reality of today’s 
whole IT job market and prepare for 
IT careers,” Panko said.

Dot com boom added 
jobs but colleges still 

lack IT courses

There will always be a job market 
for network and network security.
Matthew Chun | MIS senior
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By Casey Ishitani
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 Anybody can say anything. 
Hypothetically, as an American, one 
has the right to express oneself how-
ever one deems fit, no matter how 
stupid or insane one may sound. It 
is quite a wonderful thing when a 
country can produce sayings rang-
ing from Thoreau’s “When were the 
good and brave ever in a majority?” 
to Pat Buchanan’s “The real lib-
erators of American women were not 
the feminist noise-makers, they were 
the automobile, the supermarket, the 
shopping center, the dishwasher, the 
washer-dryer, the freezer.”
 But, increasingly, the use of lan-
guage has been deteriorating, and 
not even in the sense that more and 
more people outside Hawai‘i are call-
ing each other “brah.” No, the rich 
and the powerful are flushing away 
whatever clout they may have had 
in any decent intellectual circle with 
words that even the petty, non-voting, 
TV-fed bourgeois would find apa-
thetic and ill-advised. So much so, 
that someone speaking in Hawaiian 
Creole not only comes off more cul-
turally astute, they also bring a bit of 
decency even if they’re reminiscing 
about that time they “wen false one 
faka cos he wen try get wit my sis-
tah.”
 Where once were speeches 
of great resonance that demanded 
insight and a certain degree of dis-
cerning thought, now exists a pleth-
ora of demeaning and oft-quotable 
sound bytes that provoke an emotion-

A redress of grievances
al response from parties both for and 
against the speaker. When somebody 
like Rush Limbaugh calls Barack 
Obama a “Half-rican,” or when Ann 
Coulter speaks at a rally for Mitt 
Romney and calls John Edwards 
a “faggot,” or even when Hillary 
Clinton compares the struggles of 
being a woman to the struggles of 
being an African American in Selma, 
one cannot help but wonder if they 
even have anything to leave to one’s 
imagination.
 The empty bolstering of state-
ments or hollow statements disguised 
as arguments has slid into the ter-
ritory of schoolyard taunting – a 
label that Coulter has been proud to 
admit. This odious behavior adds to 
the slowly but surely degradation of 
discourse in this country where either 
one party doesn’t listen to another 
because they are either too cowardly 
(or too stubborn) to come to amicable 
terms, or they respond violently or 
scathingly because they feel that they 
need to establish themselves in a 
world where stepping on toes and 
spitting slander are the only ways that 
establishment can be attained.
 What happened to rhetorical 
tact? What happened to the ability 
to convey thoughts, emotions and 
politics without reducing oneself to 
unintelligent and uninformed brain 
farts? Of course, anybody can hide 
behind their constitutional right to 
say whatever they please, but the 
inability to admit that one was wrong 
through libel, slander or just plain 
written ignorance is indicative of a 
culture that passes the buck. Funny 
how many of the people who so eas-
ily feel that the people in the Ninth 
Ward of New Orleans got what they 
deserved because of their inability 
to be good American citizens who 
can take responsibility for their own 
screw ups can so easily relinquish 
blame for the unbelievably disastrous 
wars and scandals that they are so 

deeply involved in.
 The cavalier attitude so many – 
left and right – express with the writ-
ten and spoken word has led many 
public speakers and politicians to 
hide behind the lame excuse that all 
that they were doing was joking. Just 
kidding, nothing too serious. Saying 
“faggot” isn’t really that offensive 
at a rally, is it? Well, it wouldn’t be 
so bad if it were ironically muttered 
by the likes of, say, a comedian or 
an artist. But, generally, as an artist 
one would have to create something 
instead of oozing out destructive 
blather from that infected pore they 
call a mouth while trying to pass it 
off as a “joke.” Usually at a rally for 
an elected official, I like the words to 
be written and spoken with sincerity 
and careful consideration. If Michael 
Richards, an artist, isn’t allowed a 
pass, why are these politicized indi-
viduals given carte blanche?
 Again, this still expresses to the 
rest of world that, no matter how 
dumb what Americans have to say 
may sound, we live in a nation where 
the most racist, homophobic, sexist, 
socially irresponsible and dishonest 
vomiting of regurgitated fecal matter 
can be slung back and forth without 
the threat of the Gulag. But why 
waste this freedom on such rampant 
stupidity? It’s like buying a diamond: 
sure, it’s your money, but wasn’t 
there something important you could 
have spent it on … that didn’t exploit 
those without power?
 Believe me, the lack of dia-
logical tact isn’t something one wants 
as a quality. Just ask those who 
have pissed off Power 96, LGBT and 
Shaloha.

About the column:
Resident filibuster-spewing pisser 
Casey Ishitani comes by every week, 
says something mildly amusing, goes 
home and drunkenly sketches a some-
times competent cartoon strip.

When TheBus is 
late, just complain

Numbers to call

TheBus Customer Service  848-
5555 
City Complaint Office  523-4381 
Mayor’s Office  523-4141

Remember to note:

route number 
time 
destination 
dates/times of late buses

EditorialCartoon

By Austin Bunag
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 TheBus, named America’s Best 
Transit System for 1994-1995 and 
2000-2001, is far from perfect. Many 
students use Honolulu’s public transit 
system to commute to school, and 
many of them, including me, experi-
ence frequent frustration with TheBus.
 The most frustrating part of using 
TheBus is that it is not an efficient 
use of time because it is not reliable 
enough to depend on the schedule. The 
schedule seems more like a suggestion 
than an actual timetable to plan your 
life around. It’s merely annoying when 
the bus arrives five to ten minutes late. 
But sometimes it doesn’t show up at 
all, or it leaves a few minutes before 
scheduled. I waste time because I end 
up missing my initial bus or a connect-
ing bus and I need to take a later bus, if 
it shows up at all.
 TheBus is notorious for this, and 
this problem discourages many people 
from riding the bus. It takes much lon-
ger to get to where you need to be than 
if you rode there with a car. This only 
worsens the traffic situation because 
few of us with cars are not likely to use 
public transit knowing how slow our 
journey will be.
 For those who ride TheBus, 
you may have noticed a number right 
behind the driver’s seat. This is a 
customer service number. If your 
bus is late or something else hap-
pens to inconvenience your commute, 
I encourage you to call the number to 

complain about any issues you have 
with the system. Call as soon as you 
can before the frustration you felt fades 
away. This will help you to remember 
on what route, what time and where the 
incident took place. Call while you’re 
on TheBus if you need to. 
 If no one answers the complaint 
line, you should leave a message. You 
need to explain the time of the incident, 
what happened, how long you were 
waiting, where you were going, the bus 
route and the bus number.
 Do not be ashamed to tell what 
you think about TheBus service. Any 
feedback, whether positive or negative, 
will help TheBus make appropriate 
adjustments to improve their service.
 To complain, call 523-4381. If 
that number is busy, call the may-
or’s office at 523-4141. Additionally, 
there’s a feedback form on TheBus’s 
Web site at http://thebus.org.

 Ka Leo O Hawai‘i welcomes 
letters to the editor on any subject. 
Letters are given priority on the basis 
of importance to the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa system and its sur-
rounding communities. 
 All letters must be accompanied 
by the author’s true name, e-mail 
address and daytime telephone num-
ber. Letters should address a single 
subject and should be no longer than 
500 words. Letters of any length are 
subject to trimming and editing. 

LetterstotheEditor
SUBMISSION POLICY

 All letters and articles submitted 
to Ka Leo O Hawai‘i may be published 
or distributed in print, online and 
other forms.

E-mail: editorials@kaleo.org

Fax: (808) 956-9962

Mail: Letters to the Editor 
            Ka Leo O Hawai‘i
           1755 Pope Rd. #31-D
            Honolulu, HI, 96822
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By Larissa Eisenstein
Ka Leo Staff Writer

Dear Confused Caucasian,
 Evidently, you’re not the sharp-
est tool in the shed. You took a 
Hawaiian studies class and learned 
all kinds of facts and definitions, 
but you still don’t get it. It’s time to 
stop being a tool and begin think-
ing outside the toolbox. This isn’t 
about you. This is so much bigger 
than you. Your milky Wisconsin 
complexion is simply a symbolic 
stand-in for a blighted historical 
record in which similarly pale peo-
ples altered the courses of lives, 
cultures and countries. This is about 
History. Even you, a fresh-off-the-
plane “haole,” play a role in this 
history because it’s still a work in 
progress. Although “History” is the 
past, it hasn’t passed. You, me and 
every other fresh-faced ignoramus 

By Seth Char
Ka Leo Staff Writer

Dear Confused Caucasian,
 I think you both need to 
relax. Being called a “haole” is 
quite different from the variety 
of other well-crafted slurs in 
the English language (many of 
which are unfortunately still in 
use today). 
 You first should realize 
that being called this word 
shouldn’t upset you or anyone 
else, especially after complet-
ing a Hawaiian studies class 
here at UH. Haoles who get 
upset at being called that in 
Hawai’i need to put away the 
Kleenex and stop reading the 
“How to be Uptight and P.C.” 
bible. If you were paying atten-
tion in class, the word “haole” 
literally means “foreigner” or 
“outsider,” which was quite 
accurate in describing the curi-
ous light-skinned visitors com-
ing to Hawai’i centuries ago. 
Hell, even I get called “haole 
boy” even though I am only 
one-fourth Caucasian.
 Haole is a word rooted in 
history, and through constant 
use, has become ingrained in 
the contemporary culture of the 
Islands. If people were get-
ting seriously offended left and 
right from this slang word, do 
you think it would be in such 
widespread use?
 Don’t be upset with your 
girlfriend. We’ve already estab-
lished that “haole” is not a bad 
word in itself. But more impor-

Dear Wala‘au

who moved out here to fulfill a sun-
soaked wet dream, passively take 
part in the continued colonization.  
Think about it. Like anything, the 
traces of colonialism aren’t hard to 
find when you know what you’re 
looking for. Who do you see doing 
all the menial labor that keeps this 
city running? Who are the kids 
filling the under-funded public 
schools? Which families live four 
to a room in cramped bungalows? 
Do they have a Midwestern twang, 
a southern drawl or a valley girl 
whine? 
 So where do you fit into all of 
this? As a white male from a settled 
Midwestern background with the 
means to move clear across the 
country and ocean, I rather sus-
pect that aside from the occasional 
grounding without phone privileg-
es you’ve never known the flip 
side of power. Likely, you’ve only 
glimpsed oppression in the pages 
of a textbook. For many people 
– even people you might think are 
normal, successful and functioning 
– adversity due to their ancestry, 
gender, sexual orientation or an 
infinite number of ‘other’-izing fac-
tors colors their view of the world. 
It affects how they view themselves 

and even you – the white boy mind-
ing his own damn business. They 
do what I am doing now: they judge 
you and make assumptions about 
your life, weighing your worth and 
ultimately tossing you into the cor-
ner with Baby. Now you know what 
it’s like. 
 But this isn’t an attack. It’s a 
wake-up call. 
 Now go talk to your girlfriend. 
History or not, she shouldn’t be 
calling you names that piss you off. 
For that, you deserve an apology. 
But you’ll still need to prove your 
worth. Step outside of your own 
experience and take a walk in your 
girlfriend’s shoes. What you’ll find 
– beyond the fact that they are three 
sizes too small and pinch around 
the toes – is that you finally ‘get’ 
her and her family and culture. My 
guess is that’s all she really wants. 
If you show her that you’re willing 
to be more than a “fricking” haole, 
I’d bet she’ll be more than willing 
to drop the name-calling and see 
you in a new light. Good luck.
 And now, it’s time for me 
to huddle beneath my blanket of 
hypocrisy and settle in for a night of 
pop-colonialism. Maui Fever is on.

tantly, any negative connotations 
depend how it is used. If some-
one called a Chinese person “that 
Chinese guy” versus “that dumb 
Chinese,” naturally, the latter will 
probably elicit some complaints.
 Try to get in your girlfriend’s 
shoes, or rubber slippers, in this 
case. Some people on this island, 
Hawaiian or not, are raised in a 
household where the local pidgin 
dialect is used freely and without 
restriction.
 As a dialect, pidgin has a 
lexicon of it’s own, some parts of 
which you might not understand 
as pidgin speakers would. Being 
raised in a pidgin-speaking culture 
would make it normal for your 
girlfriend to use snippets of this 
language in normal conversation, 
especially if she is comfortable 
with you. I don’t think she’s try-
ing to offend you at all; besides, 
if your girlfriend is apparently 
satisfied with being in a com-
mitted relationship with you, a 
“haole,” you should give her the 
benefit of the doubt and trust that 
she is using this word as a benign 
descriptor and not as an insult.
 The fact that you’re from 
Wisconsin means that your fam-
ily was probably not with Captain 
Cook’s crew. However, don’t 
expect your girlfriend and her dad 
to lay off you. The word “haole,” 
like spam musubis, lau lau, and 
surfing, are so far ingrained in 
the local culture that you’re better 
off not letting the term bother you 
too much. Laugh it off. When in 
Hawai‘i, do as the Hawaiians do; 
proudly acknowledge who you are 
- a haole with plenty of Aloha and 
goodwill to share.

 My girlfriend is Hawaiian and I’m white. She calls 
me a haole and talks all this trash to me about being 
guilty of colonizing her land and all that. At first, I just let 
it slide. But then I took a Hawaiian Studies class, and it 
got me sort of upset.
 I didn’t know what haole meant for a while, but 
then when I found out, I got really pissed off at her. I 
know about all that other stuff – colonization, the over-
throw, the sandalwood trade, and the Great Mahele. But 
what the frick? She’s calling me a haole! And as for that 
other stuff about colonizing her, how do I break it to her 
that I’m from Wisconsin?
 She’s a beautiful woman, and I really like her. Her 
family’s pretty cool too (except that her dad calls me 
haole boy at dinner). I just don’t understand why she has 
to keep calling me Haole. Nor do I understand how I colo-
nized her if my family has been living in fricking Wiscon-
sin for the past two hundred years.

Signed,

Confused Caucasian
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By Kumari Sherreitt
Ka Leo Staff Reporter  

 “As long as you are into hip-hop, 
you never get old,” said Audible Lab 
Rat member DJ Skid – a statement 
convincing for the group’s three-part 
crew composed of Nomadd, the lyricist; 
DJ Skid, the beat maker; and S.T.U., the 
MC. 
 Hemenway courtyard at the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa is the 
future location of the “Flux” hip-hop 
show coming tomorrow, sponsored by 
Campus Center events. 
 Their sound is a mix of melodies 
and lyrics completely unique that takes 
pieces of their diverse backgrounds and 
personalities and weaves it all to create 
their music. Their beats and lyrics are 
based on worldwide influence as well as 
individual experience. 
 Each one of the Audible Lab Rats 
members has a unique history that has 
brought them each to O‘ahu. The three 
were brought together within the little 
circle of island hip-hoppers. They saw 
each other at events, started to share 
ideas and later began recording - ending 
with an album. 
 That was in 2003, but their roots in 
hip-hop music are much deeper. They 
were surrounded by hip-hop since their 
youth. Nomadd (Chris Bule) was a 
“military brat” and spent time all over 
the world, including Louisiana where he 
played the trumpet. He was inspired by 
the hip-hop music that even the school 
band would play in the South. Later, he 
moved to Germany and found that hip-
hop was universal. 
 S.T.U. (Stephen Lagaras) also 
spent time in Germany where he said 
the scene is “really underground” where 
”you have to dig to find fliers,” he said. 
 DJ Skid (Francis Repunte) is a 
native of the Philippines and was always 
a music man, he collected and listened 
to all kinds of music. Overall, Repunte 
has collected hundreds of vinyl tracks.
 Lagaras’s role model is the icon DJ 
QBert. In his beginning years, Lagaras 
listened to and tried to imitate DJ QBert; 
even now, he still admires DJ QBert for 
his talent in turn-tabling. 
What is Hip-Hop? 
 To be a true “hip-hop head” means 
knowing where the music is grounded 
from, where its beginnings lie.
 “Kids now don’t know a thing 
about hip-hop, but it’s the same in all 
musical cultures,” S.T.U. said.
 Hip-hop is the culture of soul music 
rhymed to a range of beats resembling 
everyday sounds to innovative computer 
generated noise from back in the 1970s. 
It was originally called disco rap, but the 
name hip-hop soon caught on. Hip-hop 
is a subculture. It involves all aspects of 
the street life such as break dancing, also 
known as “b-boying,” graffiti art, DJing, 

Lab Rats surface from underground
Hip-hop trend gets 
serious attention at 

'Flux' tomorrow

emceeing and free-style rhyming. 
 “Hip-hop is as much about the cul-
ture that it was created from as the pro-
gression of culture that sustains it - we 
see it all as a whole,” said the Audible 
Lab Rat crew. “We need to teach the 
next generation what it’s really about.”
  Talking about their hard pasts 
“has been done before,” and the focus 
now should be toward positivism and 
advance of the culture of hip-hop. Feel-
good music is the direction that The 
Audible Lab Rats run their music. 
 The old days of hip-hop are respect-
ed and cultured by well-known artists 
such as “Run DMC” or the “Sugarhill 
Gang,” as well as by the current mass 
amount of “gangster rap” artists like 
“Lil’ John and the East Side Boyz,” for 
the style that they bring to the music. 
 “We are trying to bring [hip-hop] 
up, share our lifestyles,” they said. “We 
just want to make something that makes 
you feel good. Audible Lab Rats don’t 
want to resort to the hardships in their 
lives to make their music, because its all 
been done.”
Hawai‘i Hip-Hop?    
 Hawai‘i has its own hip-hop style 
based on the influences that island life 
brought to the artists, 
 “You know, its hip-hop in paradise. 
If we surf, we are goning to put that into 
our music,” S.T.U. said.
 Bringing the sounds that are rela-
tive to the island which it is derived 
from is an aspect that the group feels is 
important for local artist’s endeavoring 
in the hip-hop industry, 
 The hip-hop scene for the state is a 
small but secure movement that’s kept 
alive by word of mouth and by love of 
the music. It remains underground, with 
no large audience or industry promot-
ing its growth. Occasionally members 

COURTESY PHOTOS • Juando Reyes and amit KaiRa 

Left: DJ Skid of the Audible Lab Rats cutting it up on the 1200s.
Above: Audible Lab Rats – Hawai‘i Underground Hip-Hop. 

from this remote Hawaiian community 
that are interested in the scene set up 
shows in different venues in Chinatown. 
Some radio stations, such as KTUH, 
also broadcast the music. Without those 
stations, local hip-hop artists would be 
left without any support. 
 The Audible Lab Rats said that 
the movement is still growing and soon 
will be making its mark on the hip-
hop industry by the support of its fans. 
However, currently the local artists are 
still remaining independent from major 
labels and keeping to underground-
styled music and images. 
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By Steven Tonthat 
Ka Leo Staff Reporter  

 The road to victory for the 
University of Hawai‘i Warrior vol-
leyball team (5-14) has not been 
an easy one this season. With a 
3-9 record in the Mountain Pacific 
Sports Federation, the 14th ranked 
Warriors have had their fair share 

Women’s basketball out Of 
WAC tourney
 The University of Hawai‘i 
Rainbow Wahine basketball squad, 
for the fourth year in a row, failed 
to make it past their Western 
Athletic Conference tournament 
opener. Halting the UH run were 
the Fresno State Bulldogs who, 
from the get-go, put an end to 
the Wahine’s tournament hopes. 
UH trailed early, falling behind 
16-4 within the first five minutes, 
before going into the locker room 
at the break with a 42-23 deficit. 
The 72-47 win is the Bulldogs’ 
seventh triumph in the last eight 

meetings with UH, and sets them 
up to play Boise State University 
in the semifinals of the WAC tour-
ney on Friday. Hawai‘i shot a 
season-low 26.5 percent from the 
field in the loss. The Wahine fin-
ish at 15-14, barely escaping with 
a winning season, their 10th in the 
last 12 years.

Wichmann to represent 
Wahine at championships
 University of Hawai‘i junior 
Annett Wichmann is the lone mem-
ber of the Rainbow Wahine track 
and field team to make her way to 
the 2007 NCAA Indoor Track and 

Field Championship, hosted by 
the University of Alabama, March 
9 to 10 in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
Wichmann will participate in the 
pentathlon, an event she quali-
fied for back on January 26 at 
the season-opening Washington 
Invitational with a score of 4,039 
points. Wichmann’s score ranks 
as the eighth-best in the nation 
this season. As for the rest of 
the Rainbow Wahine, they’ll par-
ticipate in the third of five Sunrise 
Meets at Cook Field this Saturday, 
March 10, with field events sched-
uled for 8:30 a.m. and running 
events to start at 10 a.m.

Softball wins one before 
spring fling tourney begins 

 The University of Hawai‘i 
women’s softball squad pulled out 
another win with their 5-1 triumph 
over the Boston College Eagles on 
Tuesday at the Rainbow Wahine 
Softball Stadium. Back-to-back 
home runs by Brandi Peiler and 
Kate Robinson, along with pitcher 
Justine Smethurst’s complete-game 
performance, propelled UH to the 
win. The Rainbow Wahine are now 
17-5 on the season. Next up, UH 
plays host to the 2007 Spring Fling 
Tournament, scheduled March 8 
to 10 at the RWSS. Opponents 

include Boston College, Pacific, 
Liberty and No. 17 Oregon State.

Warriors take on Wildcats 
 This week’s opponent for the 
University of Hawai‘i baseball team 
are the No. 24 University of Arizona 
Wildcats. UH is coming off a five-game 
sweep of Chicago State last week, how-
ever the Wildcats should prove to be a 
much stronger competitor. The three-
game series is set to begin on Friday, 
March 9 at Les Murakami Stadium 
and will last until Sunday, March 11. 
Friday’s and Saturday’s games are 
scheduled for 6:30 p.m., with Sunday’s 
matinee beginning at 1 p.m. 

SportsBriefs

Warriors set for a double dose of Pepperdine
Team looks to turn 
around after losing 

streak

‘Bows to play today against Utah

The Western Athletic 
Conference bracket. The 
No. 5 Rainbow Warriors are 
scheduled to face No. 4 Utah 
State at the Pan American 
Center in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico in the quarterfi-
nals. Tip-off is set for 2:30 
p.m. MST, 11:30 HST). The 
Rainbow Wahine fell to 
Fresno State in their quar-
terfinal match-up to drop 
out early in the tournament 
yesterday.

2007 WAC Men's Basketball Tournament Bracket

of troubles. 
 “We’ve had our ups and downs 
this year,” said head coach Mike 
Wilton. “It’s fair to say that we’ve 
been our own worst enemy.”
 The Warriors have had a rough 
year, losing six straight home 
games to No. 6 Penn State, No. 5 
UCLA, No. 4 UC Santa Barbara, 
and the University of Southern 
California before finally breaking 
the vicious cycle with a four-set 
victory over the Trojans in match 
two (24-30, 31-29, 30-27, 30-24) 
on February 16, 2007.   
 Despite their current record, 
coach Wilton still has a lot of faith 

in his young team. “I’m excited to 
see how good we can become,” he 
said.
 The attention should not be 
heavily placed on the Warriors’ 
less than stellar record; rather it 
is their schedule that deserves 
consideration. Of the 14 losses for 
the Warriors this season, 11 have 
come against ranked teams.
 Yet in the face of adversity, 
the Warriors have shown that they 
are true competitors, turning their 
matches against No. 11 Loyola-
Chicago and UCSB into five-set 
thrillers, proving that they will not 
go down without a fight. 

 The Warriors hit the courts 
hard this week, focusing on serves 
and passing, in preparation for 
their two-game series against the 
Pepperdine University Waves – a 
challenge that will not be easy. 
Pepperdine, with 11 straight vic-
tories, and a record of 14-1, is 
considered to be the best team in 
the country, currently holding the 
No. 1 ranking.
 However, the Warriors aren’t 
so quick to let their opponent’s 
notoriety get their spirits down.
 “Although Pepperdine’s No. 
1,” said senior outside hitter 
Lauri Hakala. “They’re absolutely 
beatable, like any [other] team 
in the Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation.”
  Hawai‘i and Pepperdine have 

had a long history of competi-
tion: Pepperdine leads the all-time 
series 32-21. Last year, the then 
6th-ranked Warriors lost in five 
sets to the Waves in Malibu, only 
to turn around and upset them the 
following night. Also, in 2002, the 
Warriors defeated the Waves in the 
NCAA title match. Pepperdine has 
captured the last two in Hawai‘i.
 “We’re really excited,” Hakala 
said. “They have a good coach and 
a good team. It’s always fun play-
ing with them.”
 The Warriors start their two-
game series with Pepperdine 
tonight at 7 p.m. at the Stan Sheriff 
Center and will meet the Waves 
again on Saturday, March 10, 2007 
at 3 p.m.

TOP: University of Hawai'i Rainbow Warrior 
libero Eric Kalima extends to make the save 
against the Southern California Trojans Feb. 
16. 
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LEFT: Sophomore Jimbo Clar and fellow 
Warriors take on the No. 1 Pepperdine Waves 
tonight and Saturday night at the SSC. 
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Winner Game
WAC Champion


