
A video of the 
first Climate 
Commission 
meeting will 
be posted on 

our sister publication, Ka Lamakua 
at http://www.kalamakua.org. 
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By Dan Souder
Ka Leo Contributing Reporter     
 
 Brent Cameron began home-
schooling his daughter because 
she wanted to stay outside playing 
on her swing instead of going to 
kindergarten. She asked her dad 
whether she had to go to school, 
and Cameron said no.
 Cameron championed the 
cause of transformative learning, 
a style of teaching where students 
direct their own learning.
 “Learning is more profound 
when it comes from the inside-out 
and is based on conversations,” 
Cameron said.
 “A Neuro-Biologically-
Based Transformative Learning 
Paradigm for the 21st Century” 
was a roundtable lecture held in a 
room that screamed “office hell.” 
Its facing wall was glass with 
straight blinds climbing its face 
like a suffocating kudzu vine. The 
colors were muted and the carpet 
forgettable. The lecture was held 
on the Hawai‘i Pacific University 
campus early this month. It was 
about using transformative learn-
ing to create positive, eager, well-
rounded students.
 Cameron set up the 
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Brent Cameron, owner of the Wondertree Learning Centre, delivered a lecture on progressive learning methods at Hawai‘i Pacific University.

Wondertree fosters individual learning

By Ashley Monfort
Ka Leo Staff Reporter     

 Hawai‘i is vulnerable to 
any type of climate change 
and what scientists have been 
telling us about the effects of 
global warming are “quite con-
servative.” Lorenz Magaard, a 
professor of oceanography at 
the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa, warns that it could be 
worse.
 Magaard, also the direc-
tor for the International Center 
for Climate and Society, is 
the chair for the new Mānoa 
Climate Change Commission. 
Appointed by Chancellor 
Denise Eby Konan, the 15-
member commission will eval-
uate how much greenhouse gas 
the university is emitting and 
raise public awareness of the 
consequences of climate change 
in Hawai‘i.
 Konan said global warming 

Climate change reaches campus
New commission 
finding ways to 

reduce production of 
greenhouse gas

is currently “one of the most criti-
cal issues” at the commission’s 
first meeting, held on March 1.
 The goal is for the university 
to become carbon-neutral. This 
means UHM’s carbon-dioxide 
emissions will be cancelled out 
by the use of renewable energy 
sources and the oxygen released 

from trees and plants on campus.
 Greenhouse gas emissions 
include an increase in carbon diox-
ide, methane and nitrous oxide in 
the atmosphere, some of the pri-
mary causes of global warming.
 The university’s emissions 
come from the abuse of electric-
ity, extensive use of petroleum in 
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Lorenz Magaard focused on climate change in Hawai‘i warning that public awareness and more 
efficient buildings are key to surviving climatic repercussions.  

ground and air transportation and 
floral carbons – compounds used 
in refrigerator coolants. 
 Last year, the electricity bill 
for UHM was $15 million, and the 
bill for 2007 is projected to be $81 
million.
 “Electricity costs have gone 
up astronomically,” Magaard said, 
adding these costs may have con-
tributed to the forming of the com-
mission.
 The university has also taken 
steps be more energy-efficient. All 
newly constructed buildings will 
be of LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) graded 
quality – energy saving, green 
buildings. Frear Hall is expected 
to be LEED silver.
 It is not just the natural sci-
ence field taking an interest in the 
environment, but other fields of 
study as well. The panel members 

See Climate, page 2

See Learning, page 7

By Tiffany Hill
Ka Leo Associate News Editor    
 
 Marion Higa finds mismanagement 
and a lack of an effective maintenance 
program as the root of the problems 
encompassing what she found to be 
poor student housing at the University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. According to the 
Management Audit of Student Housing 
Services released last month, Higa stated, 
the dorms at UH “do not meet the Board 
of Regents’ standards for housing and 
are not conducive to student academic 
achievement or individual growth and 
development.”
 Higa and the state audit team used 
several resources during its eight-month 
housing assessment including a review 
of relevant housing documents, laws, 
rules, student housing policies and pro-
cedures and even reviewed the results 
of several student surveys taken during 
the spring semesters of 2005 and 2006. 
They also interviewed many people on 
campus, the majority students living in 
the dorms and housing apartments, and 
toured the campus many times, both dur-
ing the day and night. 
 Throughout the approximately 80 
pages of content, the housing audit listed 
several reasons why the nine resident 
halls and two apartments are currently 
not up to par. The grounds, the building 
exteriors, common areas and several 
dorm and apartment rooms were exam-
ined and were found to be “in a general 
state of disrepair.” 
 The audit recommended that the 
many dorms are in need of interior and 
exterior painting, re-roofing, new elec-
trical wiring, window replacement, 
plaster wall and ceiling replacement, 
bathroom tile replacement, water 
damage repairs, door replacement and 
door lock replacement. 
 UH Freshman Alisha 
Phisayavong agrees. She lives in 
Hale Lehua and although she said 
that it is nice to live on campus, she 
wishes the dorms were nicer. 
 “Living at the dorms is OK, I guess. 
One of our toilets floods sometimes and 
we don’t even have a vacuum, which 
sucks,” said Phisayavong, who said 
that students in her dorm have repeat-
edly asked RAs to speak with Student 
Housing Services to get one, but nothing 
is ever done. 
 Phisayavong is not alone in her 
sentiment. According to the audit, in 
a November 2005 conducted by the 
Mānoa Chancellor’s office, students 
expressed an overall low level of satis-
faction with student housing. Only 25 
percent of students surveyed agreed with 
the statement “living conditions in stu-
dent housing are adequate.”
 In addition, according to The 
Princeton Review: The Best 361 
Colleges, 2007 edition student housing 
survey, students from UHM gave their 
dormitories a low rating than students 

See Housing, page 2

Dorm audit  
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include economic, law, engi-
neering and philosophy back-
grounds. All have a concern 
on emphasizing sustainability 
within the university and, even-
tually, the state.
 “Natural science is not 
enough to solve these climate 
problems because socioeco-
nomic things come into play: 
money and the impact on soci-
ety and the response of soci-
ety,” Magaard said.
 Kim Kido, an undergradu-
ate engineering major, is part 
of that panel.
 “Engineers have an enor-
mous impact on our environ-
ment and society,” she said. 
“Everything from airplanes 
to engines to motherboards to 
soda cans are designed by engi-
neers.”
 Kido came to the univer-
sity in hopes of majoring in 
an engineering program with 
an emphasis on the environ-
ment. Unfortunately, available 
courses were slim to none.
 “We have a moral obliga-
tion to design with foresight 
and conscience,” Kido said. 
“But curriculum in my college 
does little to underline our ethi-
cal duty to make balanced deci-
sions that take such core issues 
into consideration.”
 Joining the commission 
helped Kido balance what 
she learned in the School of 
Engineering with her desire to 
help the environment. The com-
mission started their research 
last week.
 “This is not a problem you 
can solve in any finite time, 
you can only reduce,” Magaard 
said. “So this will be a problem 
forever until global warming 
has been defeated, if that ever 
happens. It will certainly sur-
pass my lifetime and that of 
others also.”
 The Manoa Climate Change 
Commission is interested in stu-
dents and faculty in all fields to 
get involved. Contact: Lorenz 
Magaard, maagard@hawaii.
edu, Craig Coleman, craigc@
hawaii.edu or Kim Kido, kido-
kimb@hawaii.edu.

Climate
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By Dion Nissenbaum
McClatchy Newspapers     

(MCT) TEL AVIV, Israel – A year-
old international campaign to isolate 
the Hamas-led Palestinian govern-
ment has unintentionally pushed the 
militant Islamic group into a danger-
ous and growing alliance with Iran, 
Israel’s top internal-intelligence chief 
said Monday.
 Yuval Diskin, the director of 
Israel’s Shin Bet security agency, 
said closer ties between Hamas and 
Iran were one of the “bad fruits” of 
a U.S. and Israeli-led economic boy-
cott of the Palestinian government. 
The boycott gave Iran an opportunity 
to give Hamas millions of dollars in 
aid and military training as part of a 
campaign to destabilize Israel and the 
Middle East, Diskin said.
 “Hamas headed toward the 
open window of Iran and this maybe 
strengthened the ties,” Diskin told a 
small group of Western journalists. 
“All the doors were closed, and they 
went to the window.”
 For more than a year, Israel and 
the United States have refused to 
provide aid to the Palestinian govern-
ment because of Hamas’ refusal to 
renounce its long-standing pledge to 
destroy Israel. European countries 
have joined the boycott.
 The economic blockade has hob-
bled the Palestinian government, as 
intended. But it also created an open-
ing for Iran to increase its influence 
by stepping in to shore up Hamas, 
Diskin said.
 Iran has pledged to provide 
Hamas with $150 million in aid. In 
addition, Diskin said, tens of Hamas 
militants have been sent to Iran 
for advanced military training, and 
Hamas would like to send hundreds 
more to learn to build and operate 
advanced weaponry.
 “I see it as the strategic danger,” 
Diskin said of the training.
 Diskin’s remarks in a rare on-the-
record briefing reflected the growing 
anxiety of leaders throughout the 
Middle East and the United States 
over Tehran’s expanding influence.
 There was no way to assess the 
accuracy of his claims independently. 
They came as the Bush administra-
tion also has accused Iran of provid-

Iran providing advanced 
training to Hamas, Israel 

ing powerful new bombs to Shiite 
Muslim militia groups in Iraq and as 
U.S. and Israeli officials continue to 
press for international action against 
Iran’s nuclear programs.
 Diskin provided no specifics 
on how Israelis knew that Hamas 
members were traveling to Iran 
or that Hamas would like to send 
many more.
 In recent weeks, Israeli officials 
also have accused Iran of helping to 
funnel advanced weaponry through 
smuggler tunnels under the Gaza 
Strip’s southern border with Egypt, 
though they’ve provided no evidence 
of such shipments.
 “The battle in Gaza is not iso-
lated from what is happening in 
the region,” said Ayman Shaheen, 
a political science professor at Al 
Azar University in Gaza City. “The 
problem is that Hamas has put itself 
on the axis with Tehran. This is a new 
regional power that wants to domi-
nate the region.”
 When Hamas took power last 
year in legislative elections, Israeli 
officials were skeptical that Iran 
would keep its pledge to provide 
the new Palestinian leaders with 
extensive financial support. But now, 
Israeli leaders are voicing alarm about 
Iranian influence in the Gaza Strip.
 “They are committed to wag-
ing a jihad against Israel and the 
United States and this is a place 
where it can be done at the lowest 
cost for Iran,” said Shmuel Bar, an 
Iran specialist and the director of 
studies at the Institute of Policy and 
Strategy in Israel.
 How much support Iran has pro-
vided to Hamas is debated within the 
Israeli government.
 “The arms come from Sinai, 
they come from Sudan, and who 
is the pusher?” said Ephraim Sneh, 
Israel’s deputy defense minister. “I 
don’t think there is a question: money 
from Iran. The source of the weapons 
is mainly Iran.”
 Diskin downplayed the threat 
from smuggled weapons and said 
Israel faced a bigger danger from 
locally produced Palestinian rock-
ets, which generally have small 
explosive power and can travel only 
a few miles.
 Still, he warned that Israel will 
have to stage a large military opera-
tion in Gaza to combat Palestinian 
militants if Egypt doesn’t crack down 
on arms smuggling,
 “The Egyptians will play an 
important role in whether there will 
be an Israeli operation in the Gaza 
Strip,” Diskin said.

Palestinian gov. sees 
backlash from 'bad 

fruits' of US boycott

from all but two other colleges. When 
asked about dormitory comfort, some 
students replied that the dorms were 
“like dungeons,” whereas students sur-
veyed from many other colleges replied 
that theirs were “like palaces.”
 Phisayavong said that although she 
wishes her dorm room was bigger, she 
doesn’t dislike it enough not to dorm 
again next year. 
 She does wish some improve-
ments would be made to common 
and cooking areas and to the student 
lounge on her floor. 
 “I don’t think our stove works, only 
two burners do,” said Phisayavong, who 
wants to cook more as an alternative, 
since she is required to be on a student 
housing meal plan. 
 She also wishes that the lounge on 
her floor were in better shape. “All of 
the couches are kind of gross and torn,” 
Phisayavong said, adding that some of 
the TVs don’t work either.
 On top of comprehensive repairs 
needed to many dorm areas, the audit 
also stated that some of them are “haz-
ardous to student health and safety.”
 Johnson Hall, one of UH’s oldest 
dorms is without fire sprinklers. All of 
the other dorms meet proper fire safety 
requirements, but because Johnson Hall 
was scheduled for imminent renova-
tion or replacement, was not retrofitted. 
However, nothing has yet to be done to 
renovate Johnson Hall, instead the main 
concentration has been on the construc-
tion for the new Frear Hall.

 The housing report noted that 
nation-wide approximately 1,700 
fires are reported each year on col-
lege campuses, some of which have 
cause multiple deaths and severe 
injuries, all of which can possibly 
be eliminated with the installation of 
fire sprinklers.
 On the opposite end of the spec-
trum from fire is the dangers caused 
by moisture. The infestation of mold 
is a problem for many buildings 
in the Hawaiian Islands, of which 
the Mānoa campus is no exception. 
During the housing audit conduc-
tion, the report released stated they 
found prevalent mold infestations. 
In 2005 Kennedy Theatre closed for 
five weeks because of mold prob-
lems caused by water damage.
 The auditors also found ter-
mite damage in addition to mold 
growths in the dormitories. The first 
noticeable damage was located in 
Hale Noelani apartment complex 
in 2003, and received temporary 
wood and metal beams “designed 
to resist further damage due to ter-
mite infestation.” However, four 
years later in November 2006, 
the beams were still in place, no 
further work being done.
 These hazards are primar-
ily because of a lack of funds for 
Student Housing Services. The state 
auditors sent a letter to the university 
expressing concern for the hazards 
on campus, and identified the prob-
lems and their locations on campus. 
In response, UH acknowledged the 
“unsafe and unhealthy conditions” 
and said they would put $100 mil-
lion in authorized revenue bonds 
towards implementing projects to 
correct these problems. 

Housing
From page 1
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By Sherry Serrano
Ka Leo Contributing Reporter     

 Located on the top floor of 
Miller Hall, The Store sells a vari-
ety of things, ranging from cloth-
ing to cell phone accessories and 
snacks. Opened for its second year, 
it is more than a just a store. It’s 
the living and breathing curriculum 
for an apparel product design and 
merchandising class: “Bootcamp for 
Entrepreneurs.”
 “The faculty in APDM real-
ized that even though some students 
might never own their own business, 
they would gain knowledge about 
the nitty-gritty business world by 
taking [the course] Bootcamp,” said 
Carol Dickson, the instructor for the 
entrepreneurs class at the University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa.  
 Dickson came up with a class 
curriculum designed to help students 
learn what it’s like to run a small 
business by requiring the students to 
literally run the store.
 “I got tired of reading business 
plans that were ‘pie in the sky,’” 
Dickson said.
 Instead of learning about the 
business world in a textbook, the 
students learn firsthand what running 
a business entails.
 “A lot of us are merchandising 
majors, so we might be working 
either for a small business or starting 
one,” said Brieanne Lee, a senior and 
a merchandising major at UH.
 Eleven individual students 
decided on what they were going to 
sell and all their items are sold at The 
Store. They also came up with names 
for their micro-businesses: NAO 
Cosmetics, The Banana Man, Sweet 
Stop, One Stop Wireless, Zori’s, 
Snack Shop, Inspirational Keepsakes, 
Backyard Thieves, Memorable 
Morsels and Frostings.
 After deciding what they sell, 

the students themselves provide the 
products – whether from wholesalers, 
buy-and-sell products or homemade.
 “This is pretty much what we 
do for class, like making a profit and 
selling stuff is how we get our grade, 
and what we do to advertise and work 
together,” Lee said.
 The students, or entrepreneurs, 
have taken the mistakes of the previ-
ous year into account.
 “One of the biggest problems 
with the store was that nobody 
really knew what it was,” Lee said. 
“We’ve moved it outside and we’ve 
noticed that it’s been more success-
ful. When we’re out here, we get a 
lot of foot traffic.”
 Better advertising to make stu-
dents more aware of The Store is 
just one of the things the entrepre-
neurs have learned so far. In addi-
tion to the benefits of the business, 
they also learned from the reality of 
the drawbacks.
 The risk of opening up any busi-
ness is that your items might not 
sell. This is part of learning about 
the nitty-gritty business aspects, and 
students have the responsibility to 
analyze and solve problems their 
businesses might encounter.
 But like the real world, the stu-
dents are given the freedom to make 
the right decisions for their busi-
nesses, even if it means chucking out 
the old plan and starting anew.
 Dealing with real money is 
another aspect of learning. While 
those that may have had to start a new 
business might take a loss, those that 
make money from their sales use the 
profits to buy more products to sell. 
If they break even at the end of the 
semester, they get to keep the rest of 
the money they made.
 Though the end of the semester 
is still far away, the students are posi-
tive about their businesses so far.
 “As a whole, I think we’re doing 
pretty good,” Lee said. “We’ve been 
open for three weeks now and every-
body’s starting to sell their stuff, and 
I think people are getting more con-
fident about [their businesses]. We’re 
all kind of liking getting money.”

Not your usual lemonade stand

Tiffany Harris browses 
clothing for sale at The 
Store, UH pre-dental 
student.
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Crystal Perry and Erika Ponciano set up The Store run by UH APDM students.

The Store packs 
a hodgepodge of 

entrepreneurial goods
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 Ka Leo O Hawai‘i welcomes 
letters to the editor on any subject. 
Letters are given priority on the basis 
of importance to the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa system and its sur-
rounding communities. 
 All letters must be accompanied 
by the author’s true name, e-mail 
address and daytime telephone num-
ber. Letters should address a single 
subject and should be no longer than 
500 words. Letters of any length are 
subject to trimming and editing. 
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 All letters and articles submitted 
to Ka Leo O Hawai‘i may be published 
or distributed in print, online and 
other forms.
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            Honolulu, HI, 96822

By Kris DeRego
Ka Leo Staff Writer     

 Absolute power corrupts abso-
lutely, or so the saying goes. And for 
the University of Hawai‘i Board of 
Regents, the saying holds true. Their 
past actions have threatened the uni-
versity’s accreditation status, and are 
about as close to a dictatorship as you 
will find in the Islands. Thankfully, the 
state legislature is considering putting 
an end to the tyranny.
 House Bill 135, which recently 
passed the House Higher Education 
Committee, calls for the creation of a 
candidate advisory council to screen 
BOR candidates based on background, 
experience and aptitude for executing 
board responsibilities. The council 
would be tasked with proposing a 
pool of qualified candidates, from 
which the governor would be required 
to make her nominations. Currently, 
the governor has the full authority to 
select and appoint regents, who are 
then subject to senate confirmation. 
Additionally, the bill would increase 
the size of the BOR from 12 to 15 
members, lengthen a regent’s term 
from four to five years and mandate 
geographic diversification as a quali-
fication for board membership.
 Screams for reform have grown 
more strident in recent years as the ero-
sion of university governance has come 
under public scrutiny. The board’s pub-
licity problems peaked in 2004, when 
members unanimously voted to fire 
former UH president Evan Dobelle 
while he was on vacation. Dobelle had 
been criticized for politicizing the uni-
versity in 2002 by publicly endorsing 
gubernatorial candidate Mazie Hirono 
and hiring personal acquaintances to 
fill highly paid administrative posi-
tions. The board’s subsequent decision 
to terminate Dobelle’s contract made 
national headlines and was widely 
viewed as political retribution. If noth-
ing else, the board’s procedural mis-
takes were made clear when, in July 
2004, the board rescinded their origi-
nal termination, stating that they had 
not given Dobelle the “opportunity to 
respond and reconsider their decision if 
warranted.” 
 The consequences of Dobelle’s 
clandestine termination are impossible 
to overstate. In 2004, the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges 
issued a scathing accreditation report 
condemning the rift between Dobelle 
and the BOR. According to the report, 
the schism between the board and 
the president “jeopardized the func-
tioning of the UH system” and did 
not meet accreditation standards for 
university leadership. Thankfully, the 
board’s relationship with current UH 
president David McClain (whom they 
sycophantically begged to replace 
Dobelle) has been stellar. Nonetheless, 
it shouldn’t take the possibility of 
accreditation failure to awaken the 
university’s governing body to its own 
lack of professionalism.
 One of the most disconcert-
ing issues facing the board in recent 
years has been the regents’ inability 

to disentangle themselves from con-
flict of interest allegations. In 2004, 
the board awarded a $90,000 public 
relations contract to Rick Zwern, a 
former co-owner of Communications 
Pacific, Inc. In the 1980s, Zwern hired 
current BOR member Kitty Lagareta 
to work at Communications Pacific. 
Lagareta now owns the firm and has 
been accused of steering consulting 
contracts to her former employer, with 
whom she maintains close profes-
sional relations. Ironically, Zwern was 
hired to help the board mitigate the 
public relations disaster that followed 
the ouster of Dobelle. Lagareta, now 
chairwoman of the BOR, has also 
been forced to recuse herself from 
over $150 million worth of construc-
tion contracts, citing potential con-
flicts of interest with developers bid-
ding for the projects. Her recusal was 
limited to voting privileges, however, 
and she remained an active participant 
in deliberations over the awarding of 
such contracts. While these and other 
scandals have yet to escalate from the 
boardroom to the courtroom, there 
can be little doubt that the regents’ fis-
cal empretzelments have disgraced the 
university’s reputation and damaged 
the board’s credibility.
 Then there are the secret meet-
ings, for which the BOR has become 
infamous. It is in these “executive ses-
sions” that many of the board’s most 
important decisions (such as Dobelle’s 
dismissal) are discussed and finalized. 
As late as 2005, the regents were cited 
by the Office of Information Practices 
for holding closed door meetings with-
out reasonable justification. So far, the 
OIP’s criticism has fallen on deaf ears. 
The board continues to hold closed-door 
meetings on notable issues, including 
the creation of a University Affiliated 
Research Center. Deliberately disre-
garding opposition voiced by students, 
faculty and even some legislators, the 
BOR has pressed ahead with its pro-
motion of the controversial military 
research facility. Both ASUH and the 
faculty senate have passed resolutions 
condemning UARC, which many feel 
would engender a potentially danger-
ous atmosphere of secrecy (something 
the BOR should know all about), but 
the resolutions appear to have had little 
impact on BOR policies. I guess the 
students and faculty really aren’t that 
important, after all.
 In order to provide UH students 
with an insurance policy for their 
degrees, it is imperative that the state 
legislature restructure university gov-
ernance. It is equally essential that the 
legislature prevent the governor from 
appointing the members of the advi-
sory council (which would subvert the 
purpose of the council itself by allow-
ing politicians to appoint members 
based on political preference). Ideally, 
students and faculty should be given a 
greater say in how regents are selected 
(or a governing body of their own), 
which would constrain the regents’ 
power by instituting accountability. 
Alas, that’s a sacrifice that the board is 
just not willing to make.

Bill would depoliticize 
Regents selection
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 Aloha. My name is Robert 
Green and I have served as an 
ASUH senator for the past two 
years. I would like to correct some 
of the erroneous information and 
deceitful lies that Ka Leo reporter 
Melissa K.Y. Takaaze reported 
on in “ASUH should re-examine 
spending priorities” (2/27/07).
 The Associated Students of 
The University of Hawai‘i is the 
student government here on the UH 
campus that represents the full-time 
12-credit, classified undergraduate 
students. That is approximately 
11,000 students, not the 20,000-
plus that Takaaze reported on. We 
do have a student fee that is $5 
a semester, and that helps to pay 
for the programming we do, like 
Oktoberfest and Kwanzaa, as well 
as working with the Campus Center 
Board and Activities Council to put 
on events like Homecoming and 
Aloha Bash.
 The fee also allows us to do 
other things for students, like lobby 
the state legislature. Yes, there are 
some operating costs that any orga-
nization has, but the majority of our 
budget is designed to enable us to 
help the student body. Over the past 
two years, we have increased the 
amount of funding for RIOs and for 
tuition and research awards. These 
“mere” amounts Takaaze states are 
there for students to take advantage 
of, and ASUH is one of the only 
Chartered Student Organizations 
who offers students that much 
money for the taking.
 I agree on one thing with 
Melissa, and that is the spend-
ing done on the end-of-the-year 
banquets. I have boycotted all of 
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them while I have been in office and 
have voiced my concern over spend-
ing student fee money on food and 
awards in order to pat ourselves on 
the back. Every year, I have offered 
to pay my own way and have sug-
gested that we all chip in to cover the 
expense. However, it is in our budget 
that this is one of the only times the 
senate is allowed to spend money on 
themselves. I would also like to point 
out that the B.O.P., of which Ka Leo 
is a member, has had end-of-the-year 
banquets, and last time I checked they 
receive stipends as well.
 I would like to let the stu-
dent body know that if there are 
any questions or concerns to please 
come and see us. The ASUH Office 
is located in Campus Center Room 
211A and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. All of our information, 
like our constitution and rules, bills 
and resolutions and budget, are all 

available for the public to view.
 In closing, I would like to also 
make a general comment that some 
of the Ka Leo writers/reporters should 
learn to research their work and pres-
ent all of the facts. This is only one 
of many stories being published that 
has very inaccurate or outdated infor-
mation. Reporting stories like this is 
insulting and only further perpetuates 
ignorance. When I pick up the Ka Leo, 
I want to read informative stories that 
actually have quality content and are 
interesting. I do not want to read yel-
low journalism that only attempts to 
bait the audience and sensationalize 
stories in order to get readers. Quality 
work would do that for them.

Robert Green
Senator
School of Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific 
Studies
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By Andy Nicholas
Travel Industry Management 
Student     

 Often associated with famine 
and poverty, Ethiopia may be one 
of the world’s poorest nations, but 
it is historically and culturally rich. 
It is a very off-the-beaten-path des-
tination, and that appealed to me.
 Most travelers to Ethiopia, 
myself included, attempt the 
Historical Circuit.
 In terms of altitude, Addis 
Ababa is the third-highest capi-
tal city in the world – and the 
highest in Africa – so do bring 
some warm clothes for the chilly 
nights. Due to its altitude, Addis 
is spacious and refreshing, com-
pared to other overcrowded and 
polluted African capitals.
 The city is also home to Lucy, 
the oldest hominid fossil found, 
suggesting that the region could 
well be the cradle of humankind.

 Bahar Dar is a city by Lake 
Tana with its numerous island 
monasteries. Ghion Hotel organiz-
es day trips to the islands by boat in 
the morning.
 Just an hour and 15 minutes 
away by bus is the magnificent but 
often-muddy Blue Nile Falls, or 
Tis Issat, as it is often known.
 Gonder, the “Edinburgh 
of Ethiopia,” astounds with its 
impressive palace ruins and 
baths. It is only three hours from 
Bahar Dar.
 Beta Giyorgis in Lalibela, 
town of the rock-hewn churches, 
is the most visually perfect. This 
famous icon of Ethiopia was fea-
tured in “The Amazing Race” as 
one of the “road blocks.”
 Axum is the mysterious giant 
stele and resting place of the Ark 
of the Covenant. Unfortunately, no 
one is allowed to see it except for 
the guardian.
 However, due to time con-

straints, I was unable to visit 
Harar, famed for their Hyena men. 
I also couldn’t see the Lower Omo 
Valley, with intriguing tribes like 
the Mursi, with their heavy clay 
lip-plates, and the Hamer, with 
their intricate body decoration.
 Buna, Ethiopian coffee, is a 
must-try. In my opinion, it is the 
most aromatic and potent thing that 
I’ve ever had.
 Bus travel around Ethiopia is 
not the most comfortable. Bring 
along your sense of humor; it will 
come in handy.

What to try in Ethiopia
•	 Buna	Ethiopian	coffee.

•	 Injera	Ethiopian	bread,		
 the essential staple in  
 any Ethiopian cuisine.

•	 Tej	Ethiopian	honey	wine.		
 The finest are supposedly  
 found in Lalibela.
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Souvenir sellers and cow herders at Blue Nile Falls talk about the day’s happenings.

Behold the power of 
Blue Nile Falls.

ANDY NICHOLAS 
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

This crossing is in 
Addis Ababa, the 
highest capital city 
in Africa.

ANDY NICHOLAS 
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i
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Walter Benjamin’s approach to 
language and translation: by 
Wimal Dissanayake,” today, 12 to 
1:30 p.m., Burns Hall, room 2118. The 
talk	will	examine	Walter	Benjamin’s	
approach to translation and the con-
comitant philosophy of language from 
the point of view of a communica-
tions student. Info: Kalawaia Moore, 
944-7243, culture@hawaii.edu.

“Re-examining the critical period 
hypothesis in very early child 
L2 acquisition of Japanese: the 
uninevitability of native-like 
attainment,” a second language 
acquisition final oral, today, 2 to 5 
p.m., Moore Hall, room 575. Tomomi 
Hasegawa from the second lan-
guage studies department will 
present. Info: 956-8500.

“A conceptual framework to 
rapidly construct multi-lin-
gual textual communication 
systems in support of disaster 
relief operations,” a computer 
science final oral, today, 2 to 4 
p.m., POST building, room 302. 
Matthew Chapman from the 
computer science department 
will present. Info: 956-8500.

“Intraseasonal teleconnec-
tion between extratropical 
wavetrain and Indian summer 
monsoon,”	a	joint	meteorology	
and IPRC seminar, today, 3:30 to 
5 p.m., Marine Science Building, 
room 100. Qinghua Ding, a grad-
uate student at the meteorology 
department, will present. Info: 
meteorology department, 956-
8775, metdept@hawaii.edu.

“Writing an effective resume 
and cover letter,” a career ser-
vice workshop, tomorrow, 12 to 1 
p.m., Queen Liliu‘okalani Center 
for Student Services, room 208. 
Participants will learns about the 
hallmarks of an effective resume. 
Info: Career Development and 
Student Employment, 956-7007, 
careers@hawaii.edu, http://
www.hawaii.edu/career.

“The welfare state and long-
term care in Japan: problems, 
achievements, puzzles,” a 
Center for Japanese Studies 
seminar, tomorrow, 3 to 4:30 
p.m., Moore Hall, room 319. 
John Campbell, a professor at 
the University of Michigan, will 
present. Info: CJS, 956-2665, 
cjs@hawaii.edu,	http://www.
hawaii.edu/cjs/seminarseries.
html#campbell.

“Risky business: what stan-
dardized assessments really 
mean for female offenders,” a 
sociology final oral, tomorrow, 3 
to 5 p.m., Business Administration 
Building, room D103. Janet 
Davidson will present. Info: 956-
8500.

“Perspectives of male teachers in 
special education preschools,” an 
education final oral, tomorrow, 3 to 
5:30 p.m., Wist Hall, room 135. Malcolm 
Hee will present. Info: 956-8500.

“Lords of the Arctic” and “In Hot 
Water,” two documentaries relating 
to the ocean, tomorrow, 7 to 9 p.m., 
Spalding auditorium. “Lords of the 
Arctic” focuses on Northern wildlife and 
its close and tragic relation to climate 
change,	which	affects	all	of	the	Arctic’s	
fragile ecosystems. “In Hot Water” exam-
ines the issue of global climate change 
and how it relates to the oceans. Info: 
oceanography department, 956-7633, 
ocean@soest.hawaii.edu.
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Events Calendar
Please send any campus events to calendar@kaleo.org 

at least one week before the event date. 

Wanted: Photos docu-
menting trips to for-
eign countries or to 
the U.S. mainland. 
Photos must be 
accompanied by a 
100-to-200-word 
paragraph describ-
ing the overall trip 
(when, where, why 
you traveled there, 
what you did, who you 
met, foods you ate, etc.) 
Each photo must have at least a one-
sentence caption with photo credit. 

If possible, please to do 
not send posed photos 

but rather action or 
scenic ones. Also, 
please provide 
your full name and 
title (major and 
year, faculty, staff, 
student) Email the 

photos and para-
graph to features@

kaleo.org or drop them 
off at the Ka Leo news-

room. For more information, send 
an email or call 956-3221.

UH Globe Trekker

Learning
From page 1

Wondertree Learning Centre, 
which helps its students develop 
a unique curriculum to match their 
energies and passions. It is located 
in Vancouver, British Columbia. 
These grade-school kids were 
given mentors as teachers, experts 
in the fields of the kids’ interests, 
including, in one case, a clown.
 When one of his students told 
him that she thought math was hard, 
Cameron stopped letting her take it. 
According to the theory, she’d learn 
math when she was ready.
 To illustrate, he talked about 
another student with a learning dis-
ability. The kid had been through a 
slew of schools and psychiatrists. 
At Cameron’s school, he began to 
open up. He built intricate models 
that landed him a job with a top 

architectural firm when he was 
only 12.
 This kid couldn’t read. No 
one at school forced him to. They 
focused on his other interests. 
When he turned 14, he decided for 
himself that he wanted to read. He 
learned fast, mostly on his own. 
Cameron said when he learned 
how, he read every National 
Geographic in the school. The 
theory is, maybe this kid never had 
a learning disability at all. He had 
to learn things his own way, on 
his own terms. It took him longer 
than most. Cameron called this an 
issue of control. Control is against 
human nature.
 “Working against human 
nature creates all our problems,” 
he said.
 Cameron also talked about 
nurturing the mind, body, spirit 
and heart.
 “The best condition we can create 
for learning and for society is through 
negotiation and collaboration,” he said.

 One attendee asked if 
Cameron was claiming a 100 per-
cent success rate. 
 “Darn near it,” he said. 
 Cameron said his graduates 
have gone on to be experts in their 
fields, and 90 percent have fin-
ished college.
 Bottled water and granola 
bars were offered more than once. 
Throughout, one lady ate crusts of 
bread from a crinkly plastic bag. 
Another man, perhaps recovering 
from LASIK surgery or lament-
ing his woes full-on Hamlet-style, 
repeatedly rubbed his eyes and 
covered them with his palms. 
Cameron remained seated while 
he spoke.
 Besides holistic topics, 
Cameron discussed using cognitive 
neuroscience and neuro-linguistic 
programming to be effective teach-
ers. It’s all in his book, “Self 
Design: Nurturing Genius Through 
Natural Learning,” and on his Web 
site, http://www.wondertree.org.

100 Years Strong

The Old Union Building
By Patricia wiLson

1938
  Hemenway Hall was once known as the Union Building. It was the first 
major building on campus created for the purpose of non-academic activities. 
It was named after Charles Hemenway, who was still alive at the time. This 
was possible because the building was entirely paid for by private funds, the 

students contributing about 14 percent.
Photo Courtesy of “Building a Rainbow” by Victor Kobayashi
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 The University of Hawai‘i 
Rainbow Warriors (18-12, 8-8 Western 
Athletic Conference) enter this week’s 
WAC tournament as the No. 5 seed. 
The ‘Bows, who started their confer-
ence campaign with five losses in six 
games, have since won eight of 11.
 Saturday night’s 92-75 vic-
tory over the Boise State University 
Broncos was the 334th career win for 
UH head coach Riley Wallace, who 
will retire following this season after 20 
years with the program. The Broncos 
and the ‘Bows both finished at 8-8 in 
the conference, but UH won the tie-
breaker, earning them a higher seed in 
the upcoming tournament.
 The Rainbow Warriors’ starting 
lineup includes seniors Matt Lojeski 
and Ahmet Gueye, and juniors Bobby 
Nash, Matt Gibson and P.J. Owsley. 

Lojeski and Gueye head the scoring 
attack for the ‘Bows, averaging 16.8 
and 12.3 points per game, respectively.
 “These guys have been perform-
ing all year,” Gibson said of Lojeski’s 
and Gueye’s contributions to the team.
 Lojeski, who made the postseason 
all-WAC second team, and Gueye, a 
member of the all-defensive team, are 
also UH’s leaders in rebounds and 
field goal percentage. Gueye has also 
blocked 63 shots on the season. After 
Saturday’s contest versus the Broncos, 
Lojeski earned WAC Player of the 
Week honors after scoring a career-
high 35 points, going 7-7 from behind 
the arc.
 While UH holds a 72.5 to 66.3 
scoring advantage over their opponents 
this season, turnovers have cost the 
‘Bows. UH has turned the ball over 
151 times on the year, compared with 
97 from the opposing side.

      Perhaps the 
biggest difficulty 
for the ‘Bows this 
season has been 
their inability to 
convert in down-to-
the-wire contests.
        “We are right 
there,” Lojeski 
said of the team’s 
struggles earlier in 
the season. “We 

are not getting blown out by any 
team. We are just not getting the wins 
in the close games.”
 In eight WAC losses this season, 
UH has lost by an average of 4.4 points 
per game. Five of those losses were by 
three points or less.
 The Pan American Center was the 
sight of the WAC season opener for the 
‘Bows on Jan. 4, 2007. UH lost every 
road game in January and are 3-6 on the 
road in the WAC this season. However, 
the ‘Bows are currently riding a four-
game winning streak, capturing two on 
the road and two at home.
 Heading into last year’s WAC 
tournament, UH was 17-10 on the 
season. The ‘Bows had already split 
two games with the New Mexico State 
University Aggies prior to their March 
9, 2006, match-up. The 58-57 loss sent 
the ‘Bows home after the first day.
 This year, UH will face No. 4 
Utah State University in the tourna-
ment opener on Thursday, March 8. 
In similar fashion to last year’s confer-
ence contest, the ‘Bows have split two 
games with Utah State this season, both 
teams having won at home. On the 
other hand, UH lost their final regular 
season game in 2006.
 “We’re confident,” Gibson said. 
“And with [the win over Boise], we 
have a lot of momentum going into the 
tournament.”
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Far Left: Center Stephen Verwers goes up for a dunk over New 
Mexico State's Tyrone Nelson during a Warriors game this season. 
Left: Matt Gibson works his way past the defense of Boise State's 
Matt Bauscher during another one of Hawaii's wins at the Stan 
Sheriff Center.

FILE PHOTO • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Right:  Junior foward Tanya Smith and senior center Brittany Grice fight for 
the ball in the Wahine's defeat by the Fresno State Bulldogs last year.

Far right: UHs Janevia Taylor says  the Wahine's coach helps the team lose 
their nervousness and focus on winning.

Ka Leo Sports Desk 

 Despite losing their regular sea-
son finale 66-56 at Boise State, the 
15-13 University of Hawai‘i Rainbow 
Wahine have come a long way since 
their 1-6 WAC start.
 Before Saturday’s loss to the 
Broncos, UH was riding an eight-game 
winning streak, having beaten every 
team that had gotten one on them.
 Last year’s finale resembles this 
season’s, as UH had a five-game win-
ning streak snapped in their final regu-
lar season game at Louisiana Tech on 
March 4, 2006. The Wahine went on 
to the WAC tournament, where they 
failed to make it past the first round.
 Saturday’s loss to the Broncos 
left the Wahine and Fresno State 
University (both 9-7) tied for fourth 
in the conference, handing UH a fifth-
place seed in this year’s WAC tourna-
ment. Boise State is the only team to 
win two games against Hawai‘i this 
season. Moreover, Boise is the team 
that eliminated UH from the WAC 
tournament last year, a 72-63 win 
over the Wahine on March 8.
 Nonetheless, UH is not the team 
they were last year. In fact, they’re not 
even the team they were in January.
 “The team is starting to realize 
their strengths and weaknesses, not 
only as a group, but as individuals in 
the team,” said Brittany Grice of UH’s 
winning streak and regular-season con-
clusion. “We’re starting to be more 
accepting of our roles on the team 
individually. It’s getting to the point for 
us seniors where we only have a maxi-
mum of not even two months, regard-

less what happens to us in the future. 
It’s starting to become more apparent 
that it’s almost over.”
 The Wahine have had their share 
of challenges this season as well, most 
notably the absence of third-year head 
coach Jim Bolla, who took a medical 
leave of absence in early February. 
Following his Feb. 5 surgery, Bolla 
did not have an immediate return as 
it was earlier believed since final tests 
revealed that he had contracted valley 
fever. The swift return was held by a 
necessary six to eight-week recovery 
time after the surgery.
 “It’s going to take time to heal,” 
Bolla said during his Feb. 24 press con-
ference. “Again, it’s time for this thing 
to be over with. I’m fine. Let’s help 
these young ladies get to 
where they want to go and 
we’ll have some fun here.” 
 In the meantime, 
associate coach Pat 
Charity has been at the 
helm for the Wahine, who 
have enjoyed a success-
ful run as of late. UH has 
gone 8-1 since Jan. 27.
 “Coach Charity is 
more of a talker,” said 
Janevia Taylor prior to the 
Wahine’s second encoun-
ter with the Fresno State 
Bulldogs. “She has helped 
us with her intensity. Seeing 
her be strong helped us be 
motivated and not be ner-
vous and lose focus.”
 The Wahine’s suc-
cess cannot be attributed to 
only a few members of the 

team. Their combined attack is a result 
of veteran players, especially seniors 
Pam Tambini, Grice and Taylor, and 
juniors Tanya Smith and Amy Kotani. 
Grice, the team’s starting center, has not 
played the last two games. This season 
has featured milestones and honors for 
UH, such as Taylor’s 1,000th career 
point on Dec. 16 and WAC Player 
of the Week honors for Smith and 
Tambini. Smith and Grice also earned 
postseason nods, with Smith named to 
the all-WAC first team and Grice mak-
ing the all-defensive team.
 Today, the Wahine will meet the 
Fresno State Bulldogs in the first quar-
terfinal game of the WAC tourney. The 
two teams split the season series, with 
both teams winning at home.


