
By Justin Hedani
Ka Leo News Editor      

 There is a word for classes 
where 30 percent or more students 
get a low grade. Theyʻre called “kill-
er," and experts believe they are 
impacting student retention. 
 “Students arrive here and sit in 
on a basic class and fall behind; some-
thing is not connected,” Assistant 
Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs 
Ron Cambra said.
 A shortage of advisers and sup-
port to students who need help out-
side of class, Cambra said, could 
determine the number of people get-
ting low grades in these courses but 
“it’s hard to tell.” 
 “When we are in the class it 
makes sense,” said philosophy major 
Emily Kwan,  “[but] if I do it by 
myself, it doesn’t.”
 A report conducted for UH by 
Theresa Farnum and Associates, 
stated “killer courses, in which even 
excellent students have difficulty, as 
measured by the high proportion of 
grades … [show that] the university 
is not serving these students … [and] 
with tuition doubling by 2011, ‘value’ 
will be more easily questioned.”
 The value is questioned because 
27 percent of the students in UH 
Mānoa’s “killer” courses did not 
receive credit but paid tuition dollars 
for flunking.
 Theresa Farnum further stated 
that “UHM attracts students with a 
wide range of preparedness, and it is 
important that those who need sup-
port for academic success have ser-
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Northwestern Islands may gain UNESCO recognition
By Naia Watson
Ka Leo Contributing Reporter     

 The Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands are being considered by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization for nomina-
tions to become internationally recog-
nized as a World Heritage site, a dis-
tinction that could provide more pro-
tection and cultural distinction for the 
recognized U.S. National Monument. 
 World Heritage sites, internation-

ally recognized by UNESCO, can 
be considered the most outstanding 
examples of the world’s natural, his-
torical and cultural places. 
 Although the process of selecting 
a site can be a lengthy one, with poten-
tial designation not being possible 
until 2009 or later, the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands would join a list of 
830 other sites, which include Rapa 
Nui National Park (Chile), the Great 
Wall of China, Chartres Cathedral 
(France), the Temple of Angkor Wat 

(Cambodia), and Hawai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park.
 Should the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands be nominated and 
confirmed as a World Heritage site, 
there will be an increased protection 
of the region, which spans 1,200 
nautical miles across the world’s 
largest ocean.
 Concerned citizens, scientists and 
cultural experts will discuss the poten-
tial nomination at tonight’s forum, 
“Our Sea of Islands: A Regional Forum 

for Oceania on Marine Managed 
Areas and World Heritage.” The pub-
lic forum and reception will be held 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the East-West 
Center’s Keoni Auditorium and will 
highlight the accomplishments of the 
week-long event.
 “One ocean, one people,” said 
Nainoa Thompson, navigator of the 
Hokule‘a and Bishop Estate trustee, 
to the participants and governmen-
tal organization’s representatives 
from Hawai‘i and 20 Pacific Island See Islands, page 2

TOP: ACM 
student Isaac 
Waroh is con-
fused during 
a Deductive 
Logic class. 
Waroh said, 
‘[The professor] 
approaches 
[the material] 
as if we already 
know it.’
BOTTOM: 
Professor 
Bontekoe helps 
student Emily 
Kwan after a 
PHIL 110 class.
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The ‘Killer’ 48
With 30 percent or more students failing a 

particular class, ‘killer’ courses have played a small 
part of the retention problem here at UHM

‘Challenging’ 100-level courses 
The following statistics are based on courses of the 100 level, categorized as 
‘killer courses’ in fall 2005:

Course:  Description:   Low Grade,  Fail
     Drop or NC:
ASTR 130   Intro to Archaeoastronomy 31 %
SPAN 101  Elementary Spanish  31 % 
ASTR 110  Survey of Astronomy  32 %
PSY 100  Survey  of Psychology  35 %
MATH 140  Precalculus   36 %
CHEM 151  Elementary Survey of Chemistry 37 %
PHYS 170  General Physics  40 %
PHIL 111  Intro to Inductive Logic  43 %
PHIL 110  Intro to Deductive Logic 55 %

Special Study by the Institutional Research Office at the 
University of Hawai‘i

Top 5 ‘Killer’ Courses at UHM
HRM 200 Career Development
BIO 172L Introduction to Biology II Lab
BIO 172 Introduction to Biology II
ICS 141 Discrete Math for CS I
PHIL 110 Intro to Deductive Logic

See Killer, page 2

vices readily available and clear regard-
ing [as to] where help can be found.” The 
report assesed student retention rates at 
UH, which are at an all-time low.
 Funds for hiring more advisers and 
providing increased educational support 
will come from “new tuition dollars” in 
the next budget, Cambra said. Having 
low retention rates he said, will only cre-
ate more of a problem. 
 “It’s cheaper to [retain a] stu-
dent body, then to recruit them,” 
Cambra said.
 In fall 2005, Mānoa’s Institutional 
Research Office found that 48 out of 
1,662 undergraduate “killer” courses 

were in the 100- or 200-level. This 
means that all of the killer courses 
were either introductory or of the 
intermediate level.
 “When you start your freshman 
year, [and you get a bad Grade Point 
Average,] it’s hard to work out of it,” 
Cambra said.
 Thirty-seven percent of the 
students enrolled in ‘killer’ classes 
received a D, F, W or an NC for their 
grades, according to the study done 
by the Institutional Research Office.

nations at the forum’s opening ses-
sion on Monday. “Every successful 
culture must know where they are on 
earth,” he said. 
 Thompson also said that he feels 
Hawaiian waters aren’t better off than 
they were 10 years ago. He told the 
participants that he hoped a long-
term commitment could be made to 
strengthen the bonds between nations, 
between cultures and between people 
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 “And he bent over 
backwards,” Bontekoe 
said.
 When asked if 
students had gone to 
them for help, James 
Tiles explained “that 
has dropped off in 
recent years.”
 “The last couple 
semesters I haven’t 
been bothered. I’ve sat 
in my room all after-
noon; very seldom got 
any company,” James 
Tiles said. “I would be 
delighted if they [came 
in for help.]” 
 According to 
Bontekoe, the students 

tend to visit their T.A.s for out of class 
help.
 Mary Tiles explained that “[111 
is] not a content course, so much as a 
skill course. It doesn’t matter what a 
person’s going to tell you unless you 
do it yourself.”  
‘Killer’ solutions
 In response to these assessments, 
Academic Affairs proposed a parallel 
course to increase student retention by 
increasing educational quality.
 “We are not interested in chang-
ing the content,” Cambra said, who 
explained parallel courses.
 A “parallel course” gives the fail-
ing student the option to drop out early 
without a “W” and be put in a program 
similar to the one they were previously 
attending but receive no credit. After the 
semester is over, the student may choose 
to retake the original course to earn their 
credit for that class. Actual facts about 
these ideas are yet to be determined.
 Cambra gave other reasons as to 
why a student might not do as well in 
a college setting – independent study 
or unit mastery and lecture classes in 
which the number of students outweigh 
the number of instructors. He also said 
there are three or four proposals floating 
around, but action won’t be taken until 
they receive more input.
 “[Our main goal is] to increase 
student engagement; increase student 
activity,” Cambra said.

UH School of Social Work
1x4

Closet Chick
1x4

Lee's
2x1

Sudoku
2x4

Catholic Campus Ministry
1x4

 Cambra said that these courses are 
only part of the problem with student 
retention at UHM. 
 “It’s hard to blame one course for 
all of our problems,” Cambra said. 

The most ‘challenging’ course
 October 2006 statistics from the 
Institutional Research Office show PHIL 
110, Intro to Deductive Logic, is the 
most “killer” course for a class with 100 
or more students.
 “I’ve been teaching the course 
pretty much the same way for as long as 
I’ve been here,” said professor Ronald 
Bontekoe, a teacher of deductive logic 
for 17 years. “The percentage of D, 
W, and Fs have been increasing fairly 
dramatically from where they were 10 
years ago.”
 Professor Mary Tiles is a long 
time instructor of Intro to Inductive 
Logic (111).
 “A lot of the [withdrawls] come 
because they think itʻs going to be a lot 
of work,” she said.
 Professor James Tiles, the other 
deductive logic teacher, said the course 
can’t be learned without daily exercises.  
 “I get that said explicitly, ‘It’s 
an awful lot of work for a 100-level 
course,’” he said. “[I say], ‘I’m sorry, 
you can’t learn the material without that 
much work ... You can’t let it slide for 
three or four weeks.”
 Philosophy major Kwan agreed 
that it was not a good idea to miss too 
many classes in a row.
 But for the students who stay in the 
class, the work can be a “surprise.” 
 “The kind of students you find tak-
ing 110 for the most part are not students 
who are used to that kind of expecta-
tion,” Bontekoe said.
 The course is defined as an 
“Arts and Humanities” course, not a 
“Natural Sciences” course, which is 
the way it’s taught.
 “If they were chemistry students 
or math students, they would already be 

to ensure that efforts to preserve 
and protect our marine environments 
were successful for our children and 
grandchildren.
 ‘Aulani Wilhelm, the 
National Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Administration superintendent of 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, 
said, “We share many issues in com-
mon with our Pacific Island neigh-
bors and look forward to this forum 
to build important relationships and 
strengthen our capacity to address 
the unique heritage and resource 
management needs in Oceania.” 
 Oceania refers to an expansive 
geographic region, with vast marine 
resources comprising numerous 
island groups collectively known as 
Melanesia, Micronesia, Polynesia 
and Australia. The waters of Oceania 
cover over one third of the Earth’s 

COURTESY PHOTO • NOAA

The Northwestern Hawaiian islands will possibly be nominated as a World Heritage Site. If 
chosen, seas ranging 1200 miles will have additional protection. Species such as the Hawaiian 
Squirrel Fish (left) and the Hawaiian Monk Seal (right) wil be further undisturbed.

Islands
From page 1

surface, and the region is larger than 
the total land area of the entire world, 
with Hawai‘i being an important part 
of this vast marine region.
 The Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands are symbolic of a larger need to 
protect marine areas across the planet. 
 “With less than half a percent of 
marine areas worldwide under any 
form of protection,” said Salamat Ali 
Tabassum of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Center, “urgent actions are 
needed to establish a globally com-
prehensive network of representative 
and ecologically important marine 
protected areas.”
 Although Friday marks the offi-
cial end of the forum, with partici-
pants going on field trips to important 
marine environments across O‘ahu, 
tonight will be the community’s 
opportunity to learn more about the 
efforts being made across Oceania.
 The forum and parking will be 
free if you enter through the East-
West Center Gate. The presenta-
tion will begin at 6:00 p.m. with 
a reception and will provide more 
information on the UNESCO World 
Heritage Programme.

familiar with [the material],” Bontekoe 
said. “But because there are students 
coming out of the arts and humanities 
... the regimen is a real surprise, and not 
something they’re used to.”
 Bontekoe explained further that 
instead of a bell curve in the class, there 
is an inverse bell curve.
 “Students either do well or they 
don’t in this class,” he said.
 Max Shakely, another student 
enrolled in Deductive Logic, said, “I 
don’t think it’s difficult. [The professor] 
is essentially going over the text.”
 Shakely says he reviews the text 
before class and that the professor’s 
explanation is basically the help he’s 
getting. 
 “We have a professor plus two 
teacher aides,” Shakely said, explaining 
that the support to pass the class is there, 
if needed.
 “I’ve had excellent T.A.s over the 
course,” Bontekoe said. His assistants 
would “bend over backwards” for their 
students, he added.
 A former T.A. for Bontekoe taught 
a PHIL 110 class last semester consisting 
of only 20 students. 
 “He is recognized by Kaplan as 
one of their best teachers for LSAT 
preparation,” James Tiles said. “I’ve 
seen him perform. He’s an absolutely 
excellent teacher.”
 According to data provided by 
Professor Mary Tiles, the “excel-
lent” T.A. had a total of two Ds, five 
Fs and two Ws. 

Killer
From page 1

By Ka Leo News Desk     

Prison charges dropped for 
Watada
 The U.S. government dropped two 
charges, each carrying a year in prison, 
against Army 1st Lt. Ehren Watada, his 
lawyer said Monday.
 In addition, two reporters who had 
been issued subpoenas to appear before 
the court-martial will no longer have to 
testify, Watada’s lead attorney, Eric Seitz 
said.
 Watada, a Honolulu native, was 
originally facing two years in prison on 
charges of missing a troop movement, 

on top of serving four years in prison on 
four counts of conduct unsuitable of an 
officer for his refusal to deploy to Iraq 
and his public statements critical of the 
Iraq War.
 His court marshal is set to begin on 
Feb. 5. 

Open Season on Feral Pigs
 In attempt to control the population 
of feral pigs, state officials are organiz-
ing a yearlong program for the mountain 
areas of Makiki and Tantalus across 
Mānoa Valley to Wa‘ahila Ridge.
 Normally off limit, the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources officials 
recently decided to allow the hunting 

of feral pigs in these areas due to the 
damage caused by the animals. Mānoa 
residents have reported the pigs coming 
down into their neighborhoods and tear-
ing up their yards.
 In order to hunt the pigs, hunters 
must obtain permits at DLNR’s Division 
of Forestry and Wildlife O‘ahu district 
office located at 2135 Makiki Heights 
Drive. 
 Hunting will only be allowed on 
Wednesdays and Sundays from sunrise 
to sunset. However, DNLR will allow 
nighttime hunting on specific dates every 
other month as part of a trial basis. 
Hunters must apply for a separate permit 
to night hunt. Pig hunting begins Feb. 4.

Page 2 | Ka Leo O Hawai‘i | Thursday, February 1, 2007 | NEWS

NewsBriefs

ILLUSTRATED BY 
LAUREN JO

Ka Leo o Hawai‘i



“Catch the dream: the story of 
Hawai‘i winter baseball,” a biography 
lecture, today, 12 to 1:15 p.m., Henke Hall, 
room 325. Lance Tominga, author, edi-
tor and Web editor for ESPN Radio 1420; 
will present. Info: Center for Biographical 
Research, Craig Howes, 956-3774, bio-
graph@hawaii.edu. 

“Reframing the athletic movie 
star in China’s national crisis 1931 
to 1949,” a Center for Chinese Studies 
seminar, today, 12 to 1:30 p.m., Moore Hall, 
room 417. Gao Yunxiang, a specialist in 
Chinese athletic history from the University 
of Iowa, will present. Info: Daniel Tschudi, 
956-8891, dtschudi@hawaii.edu.

A career fair for the field of social 
work, tomorrow, 9 to 11 a.m., Campus 
Center ballroom. Over 50 social service 
agency representatives will be available 
to talk to students about the field of social 
work. A representative from the School 

of Social Work will also be there to talk to 
students about the Bachelor of Social Work 
and Master of Social Work degree pro-
grams. Info: Chris Langworthy, 956-6237, 
clangwor@hawaii.edu, http://www.hawaii.
edu/sswork. 

“Oasis of the Pacific: time is run-
ning out,” a film part of the UH ocean 
planet film series, tonight, 7 p.m., Spalding 
auditorium. Admission: general - $5 and UH 
students/faculty/staff - $3. Info: oceanogra-
phy department, 956-7633, ocean@soest.
hawaii.edu. 

“Pirates and Romans: Roman cit-
ies of the rough Cilicia coast,” an 
Archaeological Institute of America lecture, 
tonight, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., Honolulu 
Academy of Arts, Doris Duke Theatre. 
Michael Hoff from the University of 
Nebraska will present. Info: Robert Littman, 
956-4173, littman@hawaii.edu, http://
www.lll.hawaii.edu/aia. 

100 Years Strong

Fruit flies and Bufo toads 
By Patricia Wilson

1931

By Sherrry Searano
Ka Leo Contributing Reporter     

 The idea behind the movie 
“The Messengers” is that children 
can see things that adults can’t. 
Take a nuance of that concept 
and apply it to the accessory 
that everyone and their mom-
mas’ have, and you’ve got the 
Mosquito ring tone.
 The Mosquito is a high-
pitched text message ring tone, 
originally developed for security 
system purposes in Britain. It was 
supposed to scare loitering teens 
in front of shops. No one is quite 
sure who came up with the idea 
to take the security device and 
exploit it. Through the Internet, 
the ring tone was pirated and teens 
began using the tone on received 
text messages during class.
 The ring tone device works 
by emitting a 17-kilohertz fre-
quency. Human communication 
mostly takes place between fre-
quencies of 200 and 8,000 hertz, 
17-kilohertz being clearly outside 
this range. Kids and teenagers are 

able to hear the tone, but adults 
can’t hear anything.
 “In general, how the inner 
ear, or Cochlea, is mapped out, 
there is a section that is predomi-
nately responsible for high fre-
quency,” said Dr. Edson Hirohata, 
an audiologist and private audiol-
ogy professor at the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa. 
 He also explained that as 
people grow, the inner ear dete-
riorates. In other words, with age, 
higher frequencies become less 
audible, especially frequencies 
outside the normal hearing range.
 “This type of loss within the 
inner ear,” Hirohata said, “we call 
sensorineural.”
 For the Mosquito to function 
correctly, it must rely heavily on 
this biological reality, also known 
as presbycusis.
 However, Hirohata pointed 
out that there is a lack of test-
ing results that confirm the age 
range at which prebycusis occurs. 
Chances are, someone over 30 
years old could still have a pris-
tine, high frequency hearing 
range. Hirohata also recognized 

another factor. 
 “Sometimes, to detect a sound 
is purely dependent on the proper-
ties of your cell phone,” he said. 
“Even though the cell phone is 
trying to put out 17 kilohertz, and 
its sampling rate is too low, what 
you’re gonna get out of the phone 
are false lower frequencies, and 
that’s what we call aliasing.”
 With lower frequencies 
being emitted, your alert message 
becomes audible to everyone. 
 Some might not even agree 
with the appeal of the Mosquito. 
 “I think it ’s a bad idea 
because all the kids will be able 
to hear it and get distracted,” said 
Marcus Kutara, a junior and biol-
ogy major, after learning about 
the Mosquito.
 The Mosquito may be noth-
ing more than a temporary fad.
 “I think it’s going to be more 
of a phase because I think a lot of 
people are going to get tired of 
it,” Hirohata said.

Hear no evil, see no evil

The university built a fruit fly building. The U.S. Department of the 
Agriculture paid the university to use the small building between Art and 
Kuykendall. The original building had a thin moat around it to ward off 

ants. Unintentionally, it became a breeding ground for Bufo toads, which 
lead to the moat being filled with tadpoles.

Photo Courtesy of “Building a Rainbow” by Victor Kobayashi
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The incredibly 
high pitched mos-
quito ringtone, once 
meant to discour-
age loitering, is now 
being used by some 
teenagers for cell 
phone stealth.
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By Justin Hahn
Ka Leo Commentary Editor     

 The Punahou Carnival has been 
an island tradition every year for as 
long as I can remember. But this tra-
dition isn’t one of fun and games. It’s 
a tradition of social injustice.
 Every year, we stand around in 
the muck and the mud and the milling 
masses, waiting to throw away our 
money (well over a million dollars 
last year) on wasteful rides and empty 
calories. And all we really get back, 
besides a bag of malasadas and a nice 
bunch of orchids, is an unjust system 
that makes the poor poorer and the 
rich richer.
 This carnival is a scheme to take 
money from the poor, and give it to 
the rich.
 Yeah, the carnival is fun on a 
purely visceral level. I enjoy flirting 
with miscellaneous hotties, eating 
savory delights and riding exhilarat-
ing rides. But when I think about 
where the $10, $20, $30, $50 in non-
refundable scripts I buy really goes, I 
am sickened.
 Here’s where all that profit goes: 
to educate rich kids so they can grow 
up to victimize poor people. Dont’ 
believe me?
 Compare two local schools. Look 
at Punahou and look at Washington 
Intermerdiate. One is rich, the other 
is poor. One has science labs, drama 
studios, creative writing classes and 
beautiful architecture. The other ... is 
Washington Intermediate.
 Where Punahou kids drive 
BMWs and wear Vera Wang, 
Washingon Intermediate kids walk 
to school and shop at WalMart. And 
where the parents of Punahou stu-
dents are lawyers, politicians, con-
tractors and spendthrifts, the par-
ents of Washington students work as 
maids, janitors, construction workers 
and cashiers at Longs Drugstore.
 Why?
 Because instead of rich people 

paying taxes to pay for the pub-
lic good – instead of them sharing 
the wealth they’ve gotten from the 
exploitation of the workers – they 
hold onto their money. They use their 
accumulated wealth to improve their 
own little circle of influence and 
bulwark their positions as part of the 
ruling class.
 Their massive wealth doesn’t go 
to repairing the piss poor condition 
of roads around Punahou or fund-
ing more bus lines to transport the 
masses. It doesn’t go to providing 
their workers a living wage. And it 
sure as heck doesn’t go to educating 
your little brother or sisters or cous-
ins who go to schools like Radford, 
Kaimuki or Wai‘anae. It goes to mak-
ing them richer. But apparently not 
rich enough. Because they need your 
money now, too.
 When you buy crap at the carni-
val, your money goes to the coffers 
of people who don’t need any more 
money to maintain their children’s 
education. They’re rich enough, yet 
they still want more.
 Rich people only get rich one 
way: exploiting other people – the 
people who have no choice but 
to send their kids to Washington 
Intermediate, or the people who take 
out student loans to go to college, or 
the people who work 12-hour swing 
shifts at Cheesecake Factory.
 When you consider going to that 
carnival again this year, consider this: 
the fun you get out of the Punahou 
Carnival is just a side effect of them 
making money. This carnival, no 
matter what the local establishment 
and the local news media want you 
to believe, is not put on just for your 
enjoyment. Like every other con-
struct of the ruling class, the Punahou 
Carnival is there to take your money 
and keep you locked into servitude 
and insolvency. 
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Don’t go to the Punahou Carnival. It’s social injustice.

COURTESY PHOTO • Seth Ladd

Left: A merry-go-round at the 2006 Punahou carnival, whirls into the late hours of the night.
Above: This is where the malasadas are made. Over 5,000 punds of sugar will be used this year 
to make the millions of doughie pastries.
Right: A dragon kiddie ride seen at last year's Punahou carnival.  He wants your money to fill 
his cavernous gut.  

Blacklined History

By Casey Ishitani
Ka Leo Comics Editor     

 Black History Month is 
a rather inept attempt to fur-
ther marginalize black people 
from the rest of America. Now, 
before you get your pitchforks 
ready, the racial realists out 
there will build their arguments 
about Black History Month in 
the “What makes them think 
they’re so special” way. I 
don’t agree with racial realists, 
because my skin has pigment 
in it. The argument one should 
propose is the one many edu-
cated historians and Morgan 
Freeman make: “Black history 
is American history.”
 America was born out 
of slavery. It inherited eco-
nomical traits from slavery, it 
benefited from slavery as an 
import (as slaves could be bred 
like livestock) and it eventu-
ally faced a weird struggle as 
enough people in the nation 
realized that slavery was kind 
of an unkind gesture toward a 
few different groups of people. 
Not to belittle the struggle the 
African Middle Passage slaves 
went through, but the Chinese, 

Jews, Irish, women and Indians 
weren’t exactly having fun after 
the Anglos decided that God 
wanted them to take over a land 
mass for future polluting and 
eventual world destruction.
 However, the black slaves 
that carried this country on their 
backs during the early days were 
all exploited, branded and dehu-
manized by a system of govern-
ment that touted its freedoms and 
liberties.
 Getting back to the pres-
ent, the continued struggle black 
people face with integrating 
themselves into society is about 
as hard as it was 40 years ago: 
the police still commit acts of 
brutality, blacks are paid dis-
proportionately less than whites 
and what’s worse is that they 
don’t have any Woolworths left 
in which to stage sit-ins. At least 
nature has been kind, as Strom 
Thurmond finally died.
 So, with that in mind, 
how can you really talk about 
American history without men-
tioning the black struggles and 
the black experience as a fun-
damental part of it? How can a 
white person call a black person 
an “African American” – as if to 
emphasize the African heritage 
over the American one – when it 
is more than likely that the black 
person’s ancestors arrived in 
America a hundred years before 
the Mayflower? How can there 
be a Black History Month when 
blacks in America have been an 

omnipresent entity in American 
politics since the beginning?
 There is a technique firefight-
ers use to stop the spread of forest 
fires. They cut off the fuel-source 
of the inferno by setting a con-
trolled fire ahead of the frontline 
of the blaze so that it burns itself 
out. The process is called “black-
lining.” Black History Month 
blacklines the American historical 
context, if I may be allowed to 
make the shittiest pun, ever.
 It would almost make 
too much sense to start teach-
ing the younger generations of 
American students about slav-
ery and struggle, Jim Crow and 
civil rights, Chuck Berry and Bo 
Diddley. Try something fun: ask 
ten people who Harriet Tubman 
is, and, if they can’t give you 
a hint of her identity … just hit 
them. A month to learn about 
your nation’s history is hardly 
enough. Black history ought to 
be taught throughout the typical 
public school syllabus.
 But, before we do that, 
could someone please remember 
that we still have Indians and 
Hawaiians?

About the column:
Resident curmudgeon Casey 
Ishitani waxes political on a 
variety of issues because he is, 
as Sen. Joe Biden (D-Delaware) 
would say, the first mainstream 
Japanese-American who is artic-
ulate and bright and clean and a 
nice-looking guy.
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Dear Wala‘au

My boyfriend of three years has 
recently become distant. He spends a 
lot of time drinking with his friends. 
He claims it’s because he’s stressed 
out. But he seems pretty healthy 
and happy. He’s also been eyeing 
around other girls a lot and spending 
more time with his female cowork-
ers than me. He claims it’s to “get 
to know them better.” With all of his 
outside activities, we rarely do any-
thing together anymore. Sometimes 
I feel like his career is more impor-
tant than me. I feel like hogging him 
all to myself, but my mom thinks he 
should make the best of his career 
before he can support me (although 
she doesn’t know about his boozing 
and womanizing). What can I do?

Signed, 

-Damsel in Distress

By Larissa Eisenstein

Dear Damsel,
 Although it sounds like your rela-
tionship is headed down the crapper, the 
more immediate problem is you. 
 First off, cut the damsel in distress 
nonsense. Your expectation that some 
guy will support you in the future is 
likely the leading reason he’s got a 
wandering eye. Think about it. If your 
boyfriend is surrounding himself with 
self-supporting female coworkers rather 
than you, he’s likely thinking it’d be 
nice to swap you out for someone who 
doesn’t expect to be carried through life 
like an expensive sack of potatoes. 
 Learn to stand on your own two 
feet. If you want to reignite the spark 
in your relationship, forcing your guy 
to spend more time with you isn’t the 
way to do it. You have to make him 
want to spend more time with you. This 
shouldn’t entail breaking out the Cosmo 
magazine and following some hare-
brained “101 Ways to Keep Your Man” 
scheme. As cliché as it may sound, you 

Seth Char

Dear Damsel,
 I don’t know what twists my 
panties more: your boyfriend’s dis-
honesty, his excuses or your mom’s 
terrible advice to let him ignore you 
while he pursues his “career” of 
wine and women (or in his case, beer 
with the boys and playing the mat-
ing game with female coworkers). 
Actions speak louder than words, 
and again, I must quote Jean Paul 
Sartre’s “No Exit:” You are judged 
by your actions and not the words 
you speak. Apparently, you are cor-
rect in assuming that something is 
up, if he’s out drinking, eyeing and 
being a healthy boy, then telling 
you that he can’t hang out with 
you because he’s too “stressed out.”  
Stressed out about what? That his 
favorite beer, Keystone Light, was 
out that night at Magoo’s?
 If he truly is serious about 
“making the best of his career” and 
wants to leave you as he scales the 
corporate ladder, then perhaps he 
should have stayed single, rather 
than deciding to stay in a three year 
relationship with you. There’s noth-
ing wrong with him being serious 
about his work, but if it gets to a 
point where it consumes all free 
time and causes you to be left out, 
then don’t you think there might be 
a problem?
 But I’m sure that you’ve already 
found out it wasn’t work or his 
career at Old Navy that’s to blame 
for his distant, shady behaviors. Yes, 
unfortunately, he’s lying to you, and 
reminds me more of a flaky pastry 
filled with horse dung than an hon-
est, loving and caring boyfriend. 
Think about it: if he has the time 
to spend a lot of hours drinking 
with his friends and contributing to 
his beer belly, all the while spend-
ing increased time with his female 
coworkers from Human Relations, 
then how dare he say that he is dis-
tant because he’s stressed out?  
 Sounds like a pretty low-stress 
lifestyle to me.
 As the wonderful and 
ever conflict-managing Speech 
Communication professor Dr. Bill 

Sharkey put it, stonewalling (being 
shady, distant, uncommunicative, 
etc.) is one of the “Four Horsemen of 
the Apocalypse” for relationships. It’s 
a clear signal that things aren’t going 
well. If the communication lapses and 
dishonesty continues, the relationship 
won’t stand much longer.  
 If this does continue, you should 
probably remind your beau that you 
won’t stand to be treated like a second 
class girlfriend anymore, as you’d 
rather spend your free time with 
someone else than playing the “boy-
friend guessing game.” 
 Lastly, get your mom to see 
the facts. You’re not some use-
less baby-popping future housewife 

who needs this guy and his pitiful 
career to support you in life. If you 
haven’t already, get an education. 
Meet people. Embark on a career 
of your own. Then, you can finally 
meet some hot guys at your work 
for your own eyeing. 
 So, put your foot down and let 
it be known that he will either “get 
to know” you better, or his female 
coworkers over a nice urine-colored 
cup of Keystone Light. If he chooses 
the latter, you’re outta there; for life’s 
way too short to be crammed in coach 
when you should be flying first class.
 Good luck, and take care of 
yourself.

should become a more interesting and 
independent person for yourself, not 
some guy. Tall order, I know. But if 
you can tear yourself away from your 
mother’s bosom, you’ll already have 
gone half the distance. 
 The first step to blissfully inde-
pendent interdependence is to sit your 
guy down and tell him how you’ve 
been feeling. No tears, no whining, no 
accusations. Give him another chance 
to be up-front with you. It may be 
that he isn’t even aware of his own 
boredom within the relationship or he 
may not have emotionally processed 
what it means for him to spend more 
time drinking and with coworkers than 
with you. Once you’ve both addressed 
the fact that all is not perfect within 
your relationship, you can begin the 
rebuilding process – individually and 
as a couple. Get more involved in your 
career. Invite your boyfriend out on a 
date. Take a dance class. Send your guy 
a silly mid-day e-mail. Volunteer your 
time for charity. Give your boyfriend 
space. Give yourself space.
 If a sustained effort doesn’t bring 
about the results you’re hoping for, or 
your guy isn’t willing to keep his eye 
and heart trained on you, let him go. 
Though it won’t be painless, you’ll 
have new dance moves and the knowl-
edge that you don’t need a guy to sup-
port you. You’ll be standing just fine on 
your own.

COURTESY PHOTO • Metro Creative GraphiCS
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Rates:  $1.25 per line (minimum 3 lines).
 All caps and/or bold will add 25% to the cost of the ad.  
 Place an ad in four (4) consecutive issues and receive the  
 fourth ad free!
Deadline:  3 p.m. the day before publication.
Payment:  Pre-payment required. Cash, in-state checks, money  
 orders, Visa and MasterCard accepted.

In Person:  Stop by the Ka Leo Building.
Phone:  956-7043 E-Mail: classifieds@kaleo.org
Fax:  956-9962. Include ad text, classification, run dates and  
 charge card information.
Mail: Send ad text, classification, run dates and payment to:
 Board of Publications, Attn: Classifieds
 P.O. Box 11674, Honolulu, HI 96828-0674

The Ka Leo Building
(across from the UH Bookstore lower entrance)

Monday-Friday 8a.m.-4:30 p.m.
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1. An essay by Deleuze and Guattari.2. In Hawai‘i, a body of literature referring  to the mynah bird, including “Sassy Little   Mynah Bird,” “Two coconuts and a mynah bird in   one papaya tree,” and this poem.   a. Often written in pidgin. b. Brought to Hawai‘i from India to control an infestation of  army worms, but ultimately unsuccessful due to a preference for papa-yas (see above) and mangoes (also from India). Without natural preda-tors, army worms thrive in Makua Valley, Pōhakuloa, Schofield Barracks, currently occupying 20 percent of available land on O‘ahu; in the Pacific, army worms can also be found in Guam, the Philippines, Okinawa, Japan and South Korea (formerly of Kaho‘olawe, the Bikini Atolls, and Vietnam).
3. Often composed in a mynah key to convey a deep sense of loss.

MYNAH LITERATURE[mahy-nuh lit-uh-cher] – NOUN
By Ryan Oishi
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PHOTO BY DAN RICHARDS • Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

MATT TUOHY • Ka Leo o 
HaWai‘i

FROM LEFT:  Ryan 
Oishi; Harmonica player 
Nilo Marrone looks on 
as ukulele player Aldrine 
Gurrero plays "Sunday 
Morning," by Maroon 5; 
Jade Sunouchi

I am halfway under – I sense their 

shadows press
before I follow the droppings,

white, olive smear, flicks of bronze gruel,

painted to cement.

I look at the furrowed pigeons

squatting on concrete beams under H1.

Under ruffled coats, their bodies shift

after truckloads of suffocation.

I hold my breath under here. Stop to read

a posted phone number to report the 

dead.

Today one fella rests on his side

walked over, preserved,

feathers intact over a pillowed head

plumes splayed into a feather duster.

I could take him home

if his faced-up eye

was not a glassed coconut jellybean.

I blink through disease, malnutrition,

tires burning, old age,

wonder if my cleansed eyes and nose

have been too well-trained to ignore the 

so-called unsightly.

I must have walked here more than 

three months
before noticing the sign and the 

shadows.
It took death to change the view.

UP THERE, PERCHED

By Jade Sunouchi

Lunch Poems,
Jan. 30
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By Ryan Ellis
Ka Leo Contributing Writer     

 The University of Hawai‘i base-
ball team will face an opponent that 
they know almost nothing about this 
weekend at Les Murakami Stadium. 
The Rainbows will take on the Georgia 
Southern University Eagles in the first 
ever meeting between the two schools. 
The teams will play Thursday and 
Friday night this week, with a matinee 
on Saturday to wrap things up.  
 Last year the Eagles went 31-
27, good enough for third place in 
the Southern Conference. What the 
Rainbows do know is that the Eagles 
certainly will not be a push over. In pro-
gram history, the Eagles have made 11 
trips to the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association tournament, as well as made 
two College World Series appearances in 
1973 and 1990. As far as the ‘Bows are 
concerned, they will not look past any 
single game on their schedule.
 “We have a lot of leaders,” said 
Rainbows head coach Mike Trapasso. 
“This is a mature club. We have a lot of 
returning players who have improved 
a lot and they lead our young guys and 
also lead each other.”
 One of those leaders is Hawai‘i 

first baseman Kris Sanchez, who was 
named Western Athletic Conference hit-
ter of the week last week after UH took 
two of three games against Santa Clara. 
Sanchez hit .636 in the series going 7-11 
with three doubles, three RBI, and three 
runs scored.
 “It’s a nice honor,” Sanchez said 
about the award. “It’s a great way to start 
off the year and it’s rewarding for all the 
hard work I put in last summer and into 
the fall.”
 Regarding Georgia Southern, 
Sanchez is ready for a tough battle.
 “We don’t know too much about 
them,” Sanchez said. “They are ready 
to compete, and they are never going to 
quit, but I think if we play our game, I 
like our chances.”
 Another Hawai‘i senior, third base-
man Justin Frash, is also looking forward 
to a competitive series.
 “They come from a tough confer-
ence,” Frash said of the Eagles. “They 
are a good ball club with good players. 
We are going to go out there and try to 
win every game and play hard every 
game like it’s our last. We don’t look 
past any team. Once you start to do that 
is when you lose the game. You have 
to go out there and just play it one ball 
game at a time.”
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Ka Leo Super Bowl Pick ‘Em

 This Sunday, Feb. 4, 2007, Super Bowl XLI pits 
the Indianapolis Colts against the Chicago Bears. Ka 
Leo would like to encourage a little friendly compe-
tition. The purpose of this contest is to pick which 

team will win. Since this is a 50/50 chance, you must 
also guess the final score. The person who is the 
closest will win. However, should two people get 
both the winning team and the score correct, we 

will have a tie-breaker, a write in of who the Super 
Bowl MVP will be. 

 To participate, circle the team you believe will 
win and write the score next to the team. Then enter 

the name of the player you believe will win Super 
Bowl XLI MVP. Print your name and contact infor-

mation in the space provided. Cut this section and 
return it to the front desk of the Ka Leo building. Ka 

Leo must receive your answers by Friday at 3:00 p.m. 
The winner will be announced early next week, and 

a small Ka Leo prize package will be awarded.

Editor Picks:

Rebecca Gallegos

Ka Leo Sports Editor: Indianapolis 
Colts 24, Chicago Bears 17

Glendalyn Junio

Ka Leo Associate Sports Editor:  
Indianapolis Colts 27, Chicago 

Bears 20

GALLEGOS

JUNIO

Rainbows meet Eagles 
for the first time ever

 Yet another senior, Hawai‘i starting 
pitcher Ian Harrington will most likely 
be handed the ball on Thursday night for 
the Rainbows. Harrington is fresh off of 
his first win of the season and hopes to 
continue his success.
 “I like to go out and lead by 
example,” Harrington said. “I’m not 
one of those guys who is going to 
come out here and yell and get every-
one pumped up, but I’m going to 
come out here and try and do what 
Coach asks for the day.”
 When it comes to the opponent, 
Harrington has a game plan regardless 
of who is sitting in the opposite dugout.
 “I try and go in every weekend with 
respect for my opponent,” he said, “but I 
don’t try to think a whole lot about what 
they are doing. I just try to stay true to 
what I am trying to accomplish.”
 After this week’s wild weather on 
O‘ahu, the team practiced in less than 
ideal field conditions.
 “It affects our routine a little bit, 
but honestly I don’t mind it,” Trapasso 
said. “We definitely get out and practice 
and take ground balls when it’s raining 
because we are going to play in it.”
 No matter what the Eagles or the 
weather bring to the stadium on Thursday, 
one thing is clear: the Rainbows are 
ready to play.
 Games this week are slated for 
6:35 p.m. starts on Thursday and Friday 
nights, and 1:05 p.m. on Saturday after-
noon at Les Murakami Stadium. All 
games this week will be broadcast live 
on Sports Radio (1420 AM) with Don 
Robbs calling the action. KFVE the 
home team (channel 5) will also broad-
cast all games live with Jim Leahey call-
ing the play-by-play and Pal Eldredge 
with color commentary.

Hawai‘i Rainbow 
catcher Landon 
Hernandez shows 
the ball after tagging 
Santa Clara Bronco 
runner Jon Karcich 
in last weekend’s 
opening series. The 
Rainbows defeated 
the Broncos 5-4. 

JORDAN MURPH  
Ka Leo o Hawai‘i

Circle winner/write the final score:

Indianapolis Colts (12-4)________

Chicago Bears (13-3)________

Tie-Breaker/Super Bowl XLI MVP 
(Write in name):

_____________________________

NAME:__________________________________

PH:____________________________________

E-MAIL:_________________________________

CLASS STANDING:________________________


