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niko besnier is professor of cultural anthropology at the University of Amster-
dam. The University of Hawai‘i Press published his latest book, Gossip and the 
Everyday Production of Politics, in 2009, and a new book manuscript, “On the 
Edge of the Global: Modern Anxieties in a Polynesian Island Nation,” is cur-
rently under review.

david chappell is associate professor of Pacifi c Islands history at the Univer-
sity of Hawai‘i, Mänoa. For the past decade, he has been focusing his studies on 
the French Pacifi c territories, especially Kanaky New Caledonia.

vicente m diaz is associate professor and director of the Asian / Pacifi c 
Islander American Studies unit in the Program in American Culture at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. He is the author of Repositioning the Missionary: Rewrit-
ing the Histories of Colonialism, Native Catholicism, and Indigeneity in Guam 
(forthcoming), and also wrote and directed the video documentary, Sacred Ves-
sels: Navigating Tradition and Identity in Guam (1997). A key fi gure in the fi eld 
of Native Pacifi c cultural studies, Diaz is also involved in traditional seafaring in 
the Marianas and the Central Caroline Islands.

greg dvorak grew up in Kwajalein Atoll, the United States, and Japan, work-
ing for many years in the media and as a consultant to the Japanese government. 
After his master’s study at the Center for Pacifi c Islands Studies, University 
of Hawai‘i at Mänoa (2004), he went on to earn his PhD at the Australian 
National University in Canberra (2008). He is currently a Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science postdoctoral fellow at the University of Tokyo, working 
on both a book and documentary fi lm that deal with colonialism, war, memory, 
and identity between Japan and the Marshall Islands.

ben finney is a professor emeritus of anthropology at the University of 
Hawai‘i’s Mänoa campus. He has researched Polynesian voyaging ethnographi-
cally and experientially; studied Tahitians and Papua New Guineans as they 
respectively struggled to survive France’s nuclear follies and profi t from the 
world’s taste for coffee; spent time at nasa, Russia’s Star City, and France’s 
International Space University thinking anthropologically about humanity in 
space; and explored the art of surfi ng from Austronesian beginnings to its elabo-
ration in ancient Hawai‘i and subsequent global spread. 
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jon fraenkel is a senior research fellow with the State, Society, and Gover-
nance in Melanesia Program at the Australian National University. He previ-
ously worked for eleven years at the University of the South Pacifi c in Fiji. He 
specializes in Pacifi c electoral systems, political science, and economic history.

david hanlon has returned to the University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa’s Depart-
ment of History after six years as director of the Center for Pacifi c Islands Stud-
ies. A former editor of The Contemporary Pacifi c, he is the author of Upon a 
Stone Altar: A History of the Island of Pohnpei to 1890 and Remaking Micro-
nesia: Discourses Over Development in a Pacifi c Territory, 1944–1982, and is 
currently writing a biography of Tosiwo Nakayama, the fi rst president of the 
Federated States of Micronesia. His research interests include culture contact, 
missionization, development, Micronesia, and ethnographic approaches to the 
study of Pacifi c pasts.

judith humbert was the graduate assistant for the publications program 
of the Center for Pacifi c Islands Studies at the University of Hawai‘i, Mänoa, 
2005–2006. During that time she worked on several projects, including the 
groundwork for the index for volumes 11–20 of this journal. Since completing 
her master’s degree in Pacifi c Islands studies in 2008, Judith’s research interests 
have focused on relationships among nature, spirituality, and women’s journeys.

solomon kantha is a project assistant with the International Organization for 
Migration, based in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. Kantha holds a master’s 
degree in political science from the University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa. His areas of 
interest are international relations, international political economy, comparative 
politics, and public policy.

roselyn lenga is a teacher from Solomon Islands. She holds a Bachelor of 
Education degree from the University of the South Pacifi c and is currently 
completing a postgraduate diploma in education. Mrs Lenga maintains a keen 
interest in the political issues and events in Solomon Islands. 

nic maclellan has contributed as a journalist and broadcaster to Radio 
Australia, Pacifi c Magazine, Islands Business, and other journals. He is currently 
researching climate adaptation, human rights, and labor mobility in the Pacifi c. 
Maclellan is coauthor of a number of books including La France dans le Paci-
fi que: de Bougainville à Moruroa (1992); After Moruroa: France in the South 
Pacifi c (1998); Kirisimasi (1999); and Louise Michel (2004).

nancy j pollock taught Pacifi c studies and other anthropology courses in the 
anthropology department at Victoria University of Wellington for thirty years. 
Throughout her career she has maintained a research interest in Pacifi c resource 
plants used as food and beverages over her career. She followed up her study 
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of kava usage in Wallis and Futuna, during a study of local food usage for the 
South Pacifi c Commission, convening a session on kava at the Pacifi c Science 
Congress in Hawai‘i in 1991; since that time she has focused on the changing 
status of kava as an export crop.

jan rensel manages the publications program of the uh Mänoa Center for 
Pacifi c Islands Studies. She earned a PhD in cultural anthropology in 1994 based 
on research on the island of Rotuma, Fiji, and continues to visit and maintain 
contacts with Rotuman communities in diaspora. Besides a coedited book 
(Home in the Islands: Housing and Social Change in the Pacifi c [1997]), Jan 
has authored several articles about Rotuman migrant communities, including 
many with her husband, uhm Anthropology Professor Emeritus Alan Howard; 
they recently published Island Legacy: A History of the Rotuman People (2007), 
primarily for Rotumans around the world.

marshall sahlins is Charles F Grey Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus 
of Anthropology at the University of Chicago. He has for sometime been work-
ing on historical anthropological studies, especially focused on Hawai‘i and Fiji, 
as well as on more high-fl ying issues of cultural theory. Of his recent books, 
Apologies to Thucydides (2004) is concerned with the former, and The Western 
Illusion of Human Nature (2008) with the latter. He is presently working on a 
comparative study of stranger-kingship in premodern societies with refl ections 
on the general problem of the alterity of power.

marata tamaira hails from Aotearoa / New Zealand and recently completed 
an MA degree in Pacifi c Islands studies at the University of Hawai‘i that 
explores the construction of New Zealand national identity through the deploy-
ment of Mäori cultural symbols. Her research interests include issues of repre-
sentation in the Pacifi c, specifi cally through the visual arts and fi lmmaking, and 
the use of indigenous material culture and symbols to construct national iden-
tity, particularly in settler countries in the region. She edited the uhm Center for 
Pacifi c Islands Studies graduate-student publication The Space Between: Negoti-
ating Culture, Place, and Identity in the Pacifi c.

katerina martina teaiwa is of Banaban, I-Kiribati, and African-American 
descent, born and raised in Fiji. Her primary research focuses on phosphate 
mining on Banaba, taking a multi-sited and multimedia approach to Banaban 
and Kiribati history and culture; other research interests include dance and the 
body, visual studies, cultural industries, globalization, feminist ethnography, 
and popular culture. As Pacifi c studies convener, Dr Teaiwa coordinates the 
 Australian National University’s extensive resources on the Pacifi c region to 
create integrated Pacifi c studies teaching programs, specialized graduate and 
undergraduate courses, and an undergraduate Pacifi c studies major. 




