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 The Honors Program at the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
seeks to challenge students 
academically, but lately the pro-
gram is going through challeng-
es of its own.
 Honors Program adviser 
Paige Wilmeth will leave the pro-
gram in late March because of 
personal reasons. There are cur-
rently no plans to replace her.
 “Paige has always been a 
very helpful adviser for me,” said 
junior Elyse Oyama. 
 Oyama has been in the Hon-
ors Program since her freshman 
year and has worked closely with 
Wilmeth to find scholarships 
to fund her study-abroad trip to 
Spain last spring.
 “I did not know what I need-
ed to do in order to receive this 
money, so she was very help -
ful for me in f inding out what I 
needed to do,” Oyama said. “Her pres-
ence will be missed.”
 Wilmeth got involved in the Hon-
ors Program in 1990 as an undergradu-
ate honors student and started working 
for the program in 2004 as an academic 
adviser for the Colleges of Arts and Sci-
ences. While there, she created and im-
plemented the Honors 101 Peer Mentor 
program and the peer mentor program 

for honors students in the residential 
communities on campus.
 She left brief ly in 2006 to work at an-
other campus and returned in 2008 to 
serve as the academic adviser for the Hon-
ors Program. Her primary duties are to 
determine admissions for Selected Stud-
ies applicants, run the Honors and Advis-
ing Orientation program, and provide aca-
demic advising services to all students in 

the Selected Studies portion of the Honors 
Program. Wilmeth also continues to over-
see the Honors 101 Peer Mentor Program.
 Wilmeth has not yet given a formal 
resignation.
 In addition to the departure of the 
Honors adviser, director John Goss is 
considering other options both in and out 
of the university. All 420 students in the 
Honors Program receive personal advis-
ing from both Goss and Wilmeth.
 “To have the major adviser not there 
means that the director has to eventu-
ally personally advise all 420 students,” 
said public relations manager Jef fery 
Guillermo, “which is a pretty daunting 
task for one man.”
 Goss has been the Honors Program 
director since August 2006. His job is 
to control the administration of the pro-
grams. This includes student recruit-
ment, advising, curriculum, assessment 
of degrees, planning and policy develop-
ment, and alumni relations.
 “If he were to leave, the Honors Pro-
gram will be eventually run by the new 

adviser, whoever that may be,” 
Guillermo said. 

However, he added that f ind-
ing a replacement for Goss is not 
of high concern “because there 
are other faculty members that 
can step up to that.”

The Honors Program at 
Mānoa started in 1958 and con-
sists of two divisions. The lower di-
vision is exclusive to fi rst-year and 
sophomore students and provides 
them with small student-centered 
classes. The upper division cur-
riculum is open to juniors and se-
niors and prepares them for their 
senior Honors project thesis.

Oyama, an economics and 
psychology major, is in the upper-
division Honors Program and is 
working on her research project.

“The Honors Program has 
made a big impact in my college 
career,” Oyama said. “Not only 
was it how I met many of my first 
friends at Mānoa, but it is still
how I am continually meeting 

new people who share a similar ambition 
for scholarship and research.”

The Honors Program is also dealing 
with the absence of its 42-year secretary 
Leimomi Kawakami, who retired in No-
vember 2008. Her position was frozen im-
mediately and later eliminated by adminis-
tration the following academic year.
 Another challenge for the program is a 
shortage of funds.
 “We lost funding since 2007 and lost even 
more funding since then,” Guillermo said. 
“(Since) 2005, we were down about 30 percent.”
 The lack of funds has prevented the 
program from hosting the Alumni Re-
union, a celebration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Honors Program. According to 
Guillermo, it is crucial to start an alumni 
network that spans generations.
 Additionally, the program is short-staffed. 
 Our biggest issue is that (the stu-
dents) are not being served as well as 
they should be,” Guillermo said. “I see 
six or seven students sitting there and 
there are only two people to help them, 
so that ’s an indication.”

Honors Program troubled by insufficient resources Honors Program troubled by insufficient resources 
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Courtney Kealalawai Silva, who graduated with honors in English last semester, spoke at the 2009 Symposium of Undergradu-
ate Research, which is sponsored by the Honors Program and the University Research Council each spring. 

Students 
enjoy each 
other’s com-
pany during 
lunch at an 
honors picnic 
in 2008.

PHOTO COURTESY 
OF UHM HONORS 
PROGRAM 
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 The University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa art gallery will feature a 
new exhibit, “Eternal Blinking: 
Contemporary Art of Korea.” 
The artwork is meant to ref lect 
contemporary aspects of Korean 
culture and highlight events of 
historical significance. 
 “Eternal Blinking” features 
the work of 18 Korean artists 
who have experienced Korea’s 
momentous changes and inter-
pret them through their work. 
 Two of these events are the 
Korean War, which ended in 
1953, and South Korea’s transi-
tion from a military regime to a 
democratically elected govern-
ment. The transition has been 
attributed to the region’s rapid 
economic growth in the 1960s 
and 1970s.
 “We need to think about how 
these artists have gone through 
tremendous upheaval, whether 
political, social or economic,” 
said Sharon Tasaka, associate 
director of the art gallery.
 The artists based their work 
on three specif ic themes: the 
Western world as an outsider, 
Korea as a milieu, and the self 
as the subject. 
 The theme is meant to re-
f lect on the act of blinking, 
which cleanses and protects the 
eye. It is also a metaphor for the 
artists’ constant expansion and 

refinement of their perspective 
and creativity. 
 “The theme refl ects (the artists) 
constantly looking out and looking 
back at themselves,” Tasaka said. 
 The exhibit runs Feb. 21 
through April 9 and is brought to 
the university by Whui-yeon Jin, 
curator and professor at Sungshin 

Contemporary Korean art comes to UH Contemporary Korean art comes to UH 

Women’s University in Seoul. 
 The exhibit includes video, 
photography, painting, collages, 
and dimensional artwork.
 The opening will occur in 
conjunction with two lectures, 
the “Importance of Support-
ing Young Artists: The Case in 
Seoul” by WonGi Sul, and “Be-

yond the Critical Theories of Ko-
rean Contemporary Art: Evolving 
Identities & Images of History/
Subject” by Whui-yeon Jin. 
 The lectures will be held on 
Sunday, Feb. 21, from 2 to 3 p.m. 
in the UHM Art Auditorium. 
 The Korea College Associa-
tion of Art, a nonprofit academic 

association, organized the ex-
hibit. Sponsors include the Korea 
Foundation, the UHM Depart-
ment of Art and Art History, the 
College of Arts and Humanities, 
and Mānoa Arts and Minds.  
 Admission is free, donations 
are appreciated, and parking 
fees may apply.

Two pieces of art by 
Airan Kang, Space 
of Text in N.Y Public 
Library I (left) and 
Space of Text in 
Space of Tate Modern 
I, are displayed in the 
UH art gallery.  The 
new exhibit titled 
“Eternal Blinking: 
Contemporary Art of 
Korea” will run Feb. 
21 through April 9 
and will feature the 
work of 18 Korean 
artists.

BRIAN TSENG
KA LEO O HAWAI‘I
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Are you going to the career fair?Are you going to the career fair?
ALL PHOTOS BY BRIAN TSENG / KA LEO O HAWAI‘I

“I’m going – I thought 
I’d browse around.” 

MEGAN TALABIS 
Junior

Medical Technology 

“I’m looking for a 
sports job; I’ll stop by 
and check it out.”

GUS CUNNINGHAM
Freshman

Kinesiology 

“No, I’m not going.”

MIKE BUTZINE 
Senior

Art

Ka Leo Staff Writer Reece Farinas asked:

THINKING OF ATTENDING THE 
CAREER FAIR NEXT TUESDAY?

The fair runs from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in Campus Center, 

room 212.

The Center for Career 
Development and Student 

Employment will be hosting 
walk-in counseling sessions 
today from noon to 4 p.m. 
and tomorrow from 8 a.m. 

to noon.

Check out the Web site at 
cdse.hawaii.edu/fair/students 
to find a list of participating 
employers, a guide on how to 
dress appropriately for jobs, 
and strategies for the career 
fair with job counseling from 

CDSE counselors.

“I’ve gone before ... it de-
pends on your major; it’s 
more directed to some 
people.”

JESSICA HOWARD 
Senior

Sociology 



ALVIN PARK

Staff Writer

 Food delicacies around the world 
come in many different shapes, sizes 
and colors that satiate even the most 
picky palate. But who would think 
foie gras, a popular French delicacy, 
could cause so many people to cry 
foul over the dish?
 French for “fat liver,” foie 
gras, is a highly controversial 
food that may soon be banned in 
Hawai‘i. Last week, the Water, 

Land, Agriculture and Hawaiian 
Affairs Committee passed Sen-
ate Bill 2170, which prohibits 
the sales and distribution of foie 
gras. Violators could be hit with 
a hefty $10,000 fi ne.
 Foie gras is an inherently cru-
el dish made from the grotesque-
ly oversized livers of male ducks 
and geese. To enlarge the birds’ 
livers, they are repeatedly force-
fed a mixture of corn boiled with 
fat to facilitate indigestion via a 
large pipe that is shoved down 

the birds’ throats. 
 The pipes sometimes puncture 
the birds’ throats, causing many to 
bleed to death. Up to 4 pounds of 
the corn mush are pumped into 
their stomachs two or three times 
daily, which causes their livers 
to become so engorged that they 
can grow to be more than 10 times 
their normal size, an irreversible 
disease called hepatic steatosis. 
 The main source behind the 
foie gras controversy comes from 
the thought of force-feeding. Do-

mestic ducks and geese usually 
enjoy being fed by human hands, 
but according to one study, birds 
that were being bred for foie gras 
would try to keep away from the 
person who routinely force-feed 
them. The birds were less able to 
move due to their enlarged bod-
ies and were desperately panting, 
but still attempted to move away.
 Hawai‘i chefs are butting heads 
with local animal-rights activists, 
calling the ban silly and a breach 
of personal choice. But activists re-
main adamant in calling the French 
delicacy a cruel practice that should 
be banned immediately.
 A foie gras ban in Hawai‘i 
would virtually have no effect on 
local tourism or anything vital to 
the economy. Nobody would stop 
coming to Hawai‘i just because it 

doesn’t sell foie gras. In fact, the 
ban may actually attract more 
tourists to Hawai‘i due to the na-
tional attention our state would 
get for curbing such widely rec-
ognized inhumanity.
 Our state would not be the 
fi rst in the country, however, as 
Hawai‘i’s foie gras ban follows Cal-
ifornia’s, in which the production 
and sale of foie gras from force-fed 
birds will become illegal in 2012.
 It is also banned in Israel, Ger-
many and other European nations.
 Hawai‘i would be a national 
leader in animal protection if 
this bill is passed. In a state that 
often demonstrates aloha to our 
family, friends and neighbors, it 
has been long due that we extend 
that compassion toward the least 
of them – the animals.
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Banning foie gras, sparing crueltyBanning foie gras, sparing cruelty
In addition to 
ducks and geese, 
foie gras can be 
prepared from 
other game foul 
including quail.

STU SPIVAK/ FLICKR
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EDITOR WILL CARON
“Funnier  than a  herd of  hol idays,  but  not  near ly  as  re lax ing.” 

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2010 
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NOT SURE WHAT TO DO WITH ALL 
THAT FREE TIME YOU HAVE?

COMICS WANTS YOU...
IT WANTS YOU SO BADLY...

And not like, the mechanism of “want” 
functions poorly or anything.  More like, we 

really want you to draw for us, eh?

Photo by Kent Nishimura



Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

Horoscopes
By Nancy Black and Stephanie 
Clements
Tribune Media Services (MCT)
Today’s birthday (2/17/10). Discover 
the persuasive power of emotion. Never 
make the mistake of depending on 
anger or coercion. Instead, test each 
outpouring and learn to wield passion, 
joy, fear and other feelings skillfully. Go 
ahead, leap to the occasional conclusion 
without considering the facts. Learn 
from it.

To get the advantage, check the day’s 
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most 
challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) -- Today is 
an 8 -- Take a midweek break to enjoy 
delicious cuisine. This could be a good 
time for lunch with co-workers to work 
out a logical plan of action.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) -- Today is an 
8 -- You desire something sweet today. 
One or two bites will satisfy the craving 
without trashing your diet. One drink is 
plenty.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) -- Today is 
an 8 -- As the Moon enters Aries, you 
get a boost of enthusiasm that helps 

you make a deadline. Power your way 
through the last obstacle.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) -- Today is a 
7 -- As you become aware of household 
issues, form a logical plan of attack 
to make repairs and renovations that 
everyone will love.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Today is an 8 -- 
Do you feel a bit sad? Pay close attention 
to the feeling for a few moments, and 
then go on to another task. Your mood 
improves in time for dinner.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Today is a 
7 -- You have to bend your mind around 
a problem to get a new perspective. 
Suddenly you see the light and fi nd a 

practical route to completion.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) -- Today is a 7 
-- A new person enters today. At fi rst you 
wonder if there’s anything new in the 
conversation. By late afternoon you see 
the wisdom of adding another view.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) -- Today is a 6 
-- Finally! Group members have learned 
to take care of their own needs. Will it 
last? Yes, if you show your appreciation. 
Bonuses help.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -- Today 
is a 7 -- The pressure is off, and you 
feel tremendous relief. Relax and enjoy 
a day that requires fewer adjustments. 
Rent a feel-good movie and kick back.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Today is
a 7 -- There’s an internal struggle going 
on. You want to do something ingenious, 
but the job calls for simple logic. You can 
have both if you fulfi ll basics fi rst.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) -- Today 
is a 7 -- You and your partner feel like 
you’re on the right track creatively. An 
older person provides sophisticated 
logic to help you move forward.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) -- Today 
is a 7 -- You’ve been fl exible for days. 
Today you decide to do things your way. 
Your enthusiasm is infectious. Say what 
you want and let the group carry the 
message.

MEDIUM # 41

8 5 2
1 6 9 3

5 1
2 6 5

4 8
5 3 4

4 7
3 2 8 4
6 9 3

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, every column, and 
every 3x3 box contains the 

digits 1 thru 9.

Puzzles will become 
progressively more diffi cult 

through the week.

Solutions, tips and 
computer program at 
www.sudoku.com

Go to www.kaleo.org for this 
puzzle’s solution.

www.kaleo.org for solutions

Classifieds
The BOP Business Office

(to the right of the UH Bookstore lower entrance)

Monday-Friday 9a.m.-5p.m.
Deadline:  4 p.m. two days before publication.
Payment:  Pre-payment required. Cash, in-state checks, money  
 orders, Visa and MasterCard accepted.

Rates:  $5.00 per day (up to 3 lines); $1.25 for each 
 additional line. All caps and/or bold will add 25% to   
 the cost of the ad. Place an ad in four (4) consecutive  
 issues and receive the fourth ad free!
In Person:  Stop by the BOP Business Office.
Phone:  956-7043

E-Mail:    classifieds@kaleo.org
Fax:  956-9962. Include ad text, classification, run dates   
 and charge card information.
Mail: Send ad text, classification, run dates and payment to
 Board of Publications, Attn: Classifieds
 P.O. Box 11674, Honolulu, HI 96828-0674

  ACROSS
1 Whack, biblically
6 Condescending sort

10 Kodak rival
14 Brightly colored tropical fish
15 Chaplin’s last wife
16 Road for Pilate
17 “That’s __ trick!”
18 Cutting-edge Motorola 

phone?
19 Statistician’s input
20 How some scary things go
23 Nous minus moi?
24 “The loneliest number,” in a 

1969 hit
25 Wasted, as a chance
29 Not subject to change
35 “I wish!”
37 On the calmer side
38 Floors, briefly
39 Wolfgang Puck’s restaurant
40 Third qtr. start
41 Talons
43 Male in an alley
44 Cognac initials
46 More work
47 Some stilettos
50 Not easy to see
51 Crimson opponent
52 Not quite oneself
54 Activity that involves the first 

words of 20-, 29- and 
47-Across

62 Perfume holder

63 Tobacco unit
64 Like chalet roofs
65 Be sore
66 Take a shot
67 Word after sing or 

string
68 Nerve opening?
69 Lose fur
70 Common asset?

DOWN
1 Rough guess
2 See 3-Down
3 Unit on a 2-Down
4 Ambush
5 Weird Al Yankovic 

spoof of a Michael 
Jackson hit

6 Airman’s assignment
7 Early boat builder
8 Quatre + sept
9 With no exceptions

10 Act nervously
11 Home to Zion National Park
12 Rocker Joan
13 Brokerage statement subj., 

perhaps
21 Overly curious
22 Bat’s prey
25 Leans, as a ship
26 King ___ (Michael Jackson)
27 “Ditto”
28 “Star Trek” sequel, for short
30 Brownish gray

31 Under the weather
32 Giraffe cousin
33 Hopeless
34 Exam type you can’t guess 

on
36 Apollo 13 commander Jim
40 Average guy?
42 Auction unit
45 “Star Trek” defenses
46 Defunct gridiron org.
48 Sullivan’s charge in “The 

Miracle Worker”
49 Emulated a couch potato

53 Canine woes
54 Guilty pleasure
55 Iolani Palace site
56 “Uh-huh”
57 In one’s birthday suit
58 “The Wizard of Oz” family 

name
59 Bard’s river
60 Clothing store department
61 Fringe
62 U-Haul rental

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
AVON

Buy, Sell, Host a Party, or Raise Funds
Tina 226-7749, youravon.com/tlopez6774

FOR RENT
Furnished 2 single rooms to share with female. 
Shared bathroom, kitchen, W/D. Utils incl. 15 min 
walk to University. $465 - $485/mo per room. Call 
942-4066.

One car covered parking available. Close to 
UH CAMPUS. (Vancouver/Metcalf) $60/mo. Call 
942-4066.

Studio
Furnished include, utilities single, near busline.  
Call 988-1236

 HELP WANTED
Bartenders Wanted!

Up to $300/day. No exp necessary. Training pro-
vided. Age 18+ ok. 800-965-6520 x172.

FACILITIES ASSOCIATES WANTED

Job #39402. This position assists the Campus 
Center Building and Grounds Utility Workers with 
repair, maintenance, and minor construction proj-
ects. Duties may include replacing and patching 
floors and walkways; replacing ceiling tiles; land-
scaping; renovating meeting rooms; etc. Requires 
both indoor and outdoor work.

EVENT SERVICES ASSOCIATES WANTED

Job #5286-A2. This position responds to inquiries 
about facility and service capabilities; conducts 

inspections and previews for prospective facility 
users; sets up and strikes rooms for meetings and 
events including handling tables, chairs, risers, 
sound system, A/V equipment, lights, and ban-
ners; sets up and runs technical sound systems; 
locks/unlocks rooms for customers; cleans rooms 
before and after events. Flexibility availability 
required for working nights and weekends in addi-
tion to some special events.

EVENT SERVICES MANAGER WANTED

Job #5286-A4. In addition to Event Services 
Associates duties, provides leadership and sup-
port of event associates. 

For more info on each of these positions or to 
apply, visit the student employment website at 
www.hawaii.edu/sece and search for the corre-
sponding  job number.

OFFICE ASSISTANT: The Dept. of Oceanography 
is seeking a responsible and enthusiastic student 
to work in the Department’s administrative office, 
preferably through the summer and school breaks.  
Duties: Handle incoming/outgoing mail and email, 
maintain directories, reception, word processing, 
and other general office tasks.  $8.50/hr. Job# 
5362-A2.  Please send resume and letter of inter-
est to Kristin at kristinu@soest.hawaii.edu.

SERVICES OFFERED
Depressed, worried, relationship problems? Try 
professional therapy with Dr. Nathan www.drjhna-
than.com 944-1133

ADVERTISING POLICY
Ka Leo O Hawai’i does not knowingly accept 
advertisements that discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, religious preference, national origin or 

sex. Ka Leo assumes no liability for ad content 
or response. Please be cautious in answering

ads, especially when you are asked to send cash 

or provide personal or financial information.

By Pete Mitchell 2/17/10

ASSISTANT 
OFFICE MANAGER
FOR CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY

Full or Part Time
Starting at $12/ hr

Fax Resume to 
842-4191 or Call 526-0215
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One Waterfront Plaza, 500 Ala Moana Blvd., Ste., 400
Honolulu, HI  96813

for specials follow us on

THAPIPELINE

www.pipelinesmokeshop.com • pipelinesmokeshop808@yahoo.com

myspace.com/
pipelinesmokeshop808

Info Session: 
 

Wed, Feb. 24
4PM-5:30PM

Frear Hall  
Conf Room   

 
Contact: 

Travis Axton, 
510.452.8444

Recruiter on Campus Feb. 23-26
 

Peace  
Corps

Launch Your Career Overseas! 
 

76 Countries. No Cost.
 

Loan Deferment.
Combine with Grad School.

 
Work in Education, Business, 

Health, Agriculture, the
Environment & More. 

 
Apply Online.

www.peacecorps.gov   800.424.8580

Service Learning Program    (808) 956-4641                 Service Learning Program       (808) 956-4641

Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities
Susannah Wesley Community Center

We need volunteers to help with tutoring, monitoring a computer lab, 
planning activities for children, and running the activities and groups.

The children are all very nice, friendly, and lively and truly enjoy getting 
involved in the activities that take place. Drop-In takes place Monday 

through Friday from 2:00pm to 5:00pm.  

For more information, contact the volunteer coordinator, 
Tammy Nakamatsu at (808) 847-15351. 

Or send an email to tnakamatsu@susannahwesley.org
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MARC ARAKAKI

Senior Staff Reporter

 University of Hawai‘i Warrior 
volleyball fans will be treated to 
a special performance following 
Friday night ’s match against the 
Hope International Royals.
 UH Hawaiian Ensemble in-
structor Chadwick Pang is coor-
dinating the inaugural Volley Ka 
Pila, a concert that will feature 
performances by UH students, 
including redshirt Warrior set-
ter Kala‘e Camarillo.
 The volleyball match is set 
for 7 p.m. at the Stan Sheriff 
Center, with the concert begin-
ning after the match.
 “We talked about trying to 
get more students involved,” 
said head coach Charlie Wade, 
“and it will be a really nice event 
for the band and the students to 
be a part of.”
 Hawai‘i hosts Hope Interna-
tional, a NAIA (National Asso-
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ciation of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics) school, on  Saturday night. 
The Royals are coming off a 
f ive-set marathon loss to the Cal 
Baptist Lancers. Senior opposite 
hitter Alex Figueiredo led the 
Royals with 24 kills.
 Despite not being an NCA A 
Division I opponent, the War-
riors know that they need to play 
well against the Royals, because 
it ’s their final tuneup before they 
jump back into conference play.
 “It ’s really important. We 
are going to practice really 
hard this upcoming week,” said 
sophomore outside hitter Steven 
Hunt. “Hopefully we can get two 
straight wins and the momentum 
will hopefully carry into BYU.”
 Hope International also fi elds 
a strong local connection with fi ve 
players who attended high schools 
in Hawai‘i. The Royals are led by 
senior libero Noah Casaquit, who 
played prep volleyball at Moanalua 
High School ( ’00).

 Other local players include 
sophomore libero Henry Va-
l iente (Farrington ’02), Kala-
heo graduates junior outside 
hitter Mana Guerreiro and his 
brother, sophomore outside hit-
ter Kaimi Guerreiro, and fresh-
man libero Kahale Morgan 
(Kamehameha-Kapalama).
 The Warriors are coming off 
a 1-1 record against the Alberta 
Golden Bears last weekend. Af-
ter being swept the f irst night, 
Hawai‘i returned the favor by 
sweeping Alberta 30 -24, 37-35 
and 30 -28. 
 Freshman outside hitter Jo-
nas Umlauft led the Warriors in 
their rematch victory with 22 
kills hitting .500. 
 “( I was) pretty proud that 
we were able to compete a lot 
better (the second night),” said 
junior outside hitter Joshua 
Walker. “We were taking it one 
point at a t ime, so we were a lot 
more conf ident.”
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 Most collegiate athletes don’t have the 
opportunity to play among professionals. 
However, T.J. Kua, a sophomore on the 
Warrior golf team, has already competed 
with the top players of the PGA Tour. 
 After qualifying through the Gover-
nor’s Cup Amateur Team, Kua partici-
pated in the 2010 Sony Open in Hawai‘i at 
Wai‘alae Country Club last month. After the 
fi rst round, Kua was the top performer from 
Hawai‘i, shooting a one-under 69. 
 He then struggled in the second round, 
shooting a four-over 74 for a two-round to-
tal of three-over 143. Despite his fi nish, for 
him it was an unforgettable experience.
 “Playing in the Sony Open was the best 
experience I’ve had in my life so far, even 
though I missed the cut by a couple strokes. I 
had the most fun I’ve ever had at a golf course 
that week,” Kua said. “I’ve never played with 
that many people watching and that was a 
feeling I will never forget. Plus, they were 
very supportive and made it easier for me.”
 Kua believes his experience at Wai‘alae 
helped him mature.
 “I felt like I grew up somewhat that 
week, both as a person and golfer,” Kua said. 
“Being in front of that many eyes, I had to 
represent my family and everything I am as-
sociated with well by handling myself prop-
erly on and off the course. 
 “I gained a lot of experience golfwise that 
week,” he added, “more than hours and hours 
of practice could give me.”
 Kua grew up on the island of Kaua‘i and 
played his prep golf at Kamehameha-Kapala-
ma. He attributes his success and who he is 
today to his Kaua‘i upbringing. 
 “Playing golf on Kaua‘i, growing up (there) 
has helped me meet a lot of people,” Kua said. 
“We are a very small community on Kaua‘i and 
I made a lot of good friends growing up.
 Kua is the nephew of 2006 Hawai‘i Golf 
Hall of Fame inductee David Ishii. Ishii was a 
professional on the Japan Pro Tour and most 
notably won the 1990 Hawaiian Open. 
 “I rarely got to see him growing up since 
he was in Japan most of the year; I never re-
ally went to him seriously for help with my 
game until my junior year in high school,” 
Kua said. “The progress he has made in my 
game is priceless. I was off and on with him 
last year, but after struggling on my own ear-
lier this season I realized he is the answer.”
 Warrior head coach Ronn Miyashiro 
knew Kua since Kua was young and found it 
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a challenge to recruit him to UH.
 “I have known T.J. since he was 8 or 9 years 
old because I am good friends with his father,” 
Miyashiro said. “So I have seen his develop-
ment as a golfer closely for a long time now.
 “Knowing that, when it came time for us 
to recruit him, it was not as easy you think,” 
he continued. “He was highly recruited by 
schools in the mainland, and there were 
many people who told him that going to the 
mainland would be the best for him. It came 
down to a few questions.” 
 Those questions, Miyashiro said, were di-
rected toward wanting to keep local talent home.
 “Do you want to be the face of the Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i golf team and the key to 
the success of the program now and in the 
future? Second, do you truly want to repre-
sent the people of Hawai`i by playing for the 
only Division I golf program in the state of 
Hawai‘i?” Miyashiro said. “If you become 
great playing for UH, you have the possibility 
to be the face of golf in Hawai‘i.”
 Miyashiro was excited to see what Kua 

could bring to the team in the future when he 
chose to stay home and play for the Warriors.
 “He already had a lot of pressure with 
the success he had in junior golf and high 
school, also being David Ishii’s nephew and 
that legacy to live up to,” Miyashiro said. 
“His willingness to take on bigger and bet-
ter challenges shows he has the make up 
to be one of the best to come out of UH and 
the state of Hawai‘i.”
 With a year of college golf under his belt, 
Kua has also learned about what it takes to 
become a successful student-athlete.
 “Currently, I am a business management 
major. It’s a battle keeping up with school and 
managing to get enough practice hours in,” 
Kua said. “I’m a low-key person, so it’s not vi-
tal to me to be going out at night all the time. 
I have very long days – a long night would 
make me even more tired.”
 So far this season, Kua has been the War-
riors’ top performer in two events, most re-
cently the Amer Ari Invitational on the Big 
Island. He has the Warriors’ low round of 

the season with a 67 at the Kaua‘i Collegiate 
Invitational. Kua also leads the Warriors in 
stroke average with 74.9 strokes per round. 
Despite his success, Kua still feels there is 
always room for improvement.
 “I can’t grade myself too well on my perfor-
mance so far,” he said. “I haven’t done anything 
to really stand out in the college atmosphere. 
 “I also had a very, very rocky start to the 
2009-2010 season,” he continued. “I was able 
to make some adjustments to my habits and 
game to turn things around in a relatively 
quick manner. Now it’s just about constantly 
improving as the days pass.”
 The Warriors have four more tourna-
ments until the WAC Championships in May, 
and Kua has high expectations.
 “The main goal over the next couple 
months leading to the WAC Championship is 
to continue improving, enough so I’m ready 
to make a run at it,” he said. “We also have 
three tournaments on the mainland before 
then, and I would love to get a few strong fi n-
ishes on the mainland under my belt.”
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T.J. Kua, a sophomore on the Warrior golf team, is from Lihue, Kaua‘i. Kua became a Warrior despite being recruited by many top mainland programs.


