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Sderogibbidae, a Hymenopterous Family New to Hawaii

BY O. H. SWBZBY

Experiment Station, H.S.P.A.

(Presented at the meeting of April 7, 1938)

While sweeping on Gossypium tomentosum on the flats near
Makapuu Head, March 20, 1938, a strange looking Hymenopteron
was found which presented great difficulties in locating it in any
familiar family. Finally, Dr. Williams ran it to Sderogibbidae in
Brues and Melander's "Classification of Insects/' This is a family
for three genera: Sclerogibba, described by Stefano in 1887-88 for
the species crassifemorata from Ustica (an island north of Sicily),
placed doubtfully in Bethylidae by Ashmead; Mystrocnemis, de
scribed by Kieffer in 1905 for erythrothorax from Rangoon and
placed in Proctotrypidae; Cryptobethylus, described by Haliday

and Marshall from Italy (Species?) in 190S.
In 1905, Kieffer treats of Sclerogibbinae as a subfamily of Bethy

lidae, and describes Mystrocnemis embiidarum from Ceylon. In
Brues and Melander's "Classification of Insects" is the first place

Mystrocnemis vagabundus (Bridwell), x30. The fore tibia and tarsi are
hidden by the femora, as it was not possible to spread them out for drawing.
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where I have seen the group given the rank of family. In their
keys, the characters by which it is distinguished from Bethylidae
are noted, particularly the antennae with 22 to 44 joints instead of
the 12 to 13 joints of the Bethylidae, and the antennae are inserted
at the anterior margin of the head which is flat and horizontal.
From the Zoological Record, I find that there have been four

species of Mystrocnemis described: africana from Portuguese
Guinea; erythrothorax from Rangoon; capensis from Cape Town;
embiidarum from Ceylon. The latter is by Kieffer in Entomo-
logische Mitteilungen, XIV, p. 236, 1925. This journal is in the
H.S.P.A. library, and I have compared the description with my
specimen and find it to agree in detail, with possibly one exception.
In the description, the antennae are said to have 24 joints, while in
my specimen I can count only 22 joints. I do not know whether
one should allow for a variation in the number of the antennal joints,
or.whether there is a possibility of miscount in either case.
At any rate, I feel satisfied in using the name Mystrocnemis em

biidarum Kieffer for my specimen, the more so as it may be that I
shall yet find that it is breeding on our embiid (Oligotoma insularis)
when I make sufficient search in the same locality. In Ceylon it
was reared from Oligotoma greeniana.

(Later Note)—While in the National Museum, Washington,
D. C, in November, 1938, in discussing this insect with Mr. J. C.
Bridwell, it called to his recollection an insect collected by him at
Kaimuki, Oahu, in 1916, and described as Lithobiocerus vaga
bundus, new genus and new species. On later comparing my speci
men with BridwelTs descriptions in Proceedings of the Hawaiian
Entomological Society, IV, pp. 35, 36, 1919, it appears to be the
same thing. Dr. F. X. Williams concurs in this. Hence, unless
further study from more material which might be obtained causes a
reversal of opinion, the name vagabundus Bridwell will be used for
this insect, it being published in 1916, earlier than embiidarum
Kieffer, which was published in 1924. Bridwell's genus Lithobio
cerus will sink, however, as Mystrocnemis was described by Kieffer
in 1905. So, pending further developments, Mystrocnemis vaga
bundus# (Bridwell), a possible parasite of our embiid Oligotoma
insularis McLachlin, invites further research.


