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Discovery, Exploration, and Representation:
Western Science in the Pacific

Editorial

THE COMING CENTURY, it is often said, will
be the Pacific Century. As such, it is likely
that many aspects of the history of science
and medicine, exploration and discovery,
technology and education, hitherto written
from an "Atlantic" perspective, will require a
new, more encompassing set of interpretative
frameworks. It may also command a new
orientation within the scholarly community.
The following papers reflect this concern, as
demonstrated at a recent meeting of the
Pacific Circle, held in Liege, Belgium, in July
1997, within the XXth International Con
gress of the History of Science.

The Pacific Circle was established in 1985
at the XVIIth International Congress of the
History of Science, held in Berkeley, and was
confirmed as a Scientific Commission of the
International Union for the History of Sci
ence in Munich in 1989. During its 12 years,
the Circle has grown to a membership of 200
scholars, working from four continents and
throughout the Asia-Pacific region. Through
its twice-yearly newsletter (now in its eigh
teenth issue) the Circle has directed fresh at
tention to the history of the Pacific and to the
place of its peoples and ideas in the history of
Western and indigenous science and learning.
Its members have held or contributed to na
tional, regional, and international confer
ences, and have published two major books,
with a third in press. These are Nature in
its Greatest Extent: Western Science in the

Pacific, edited by Roy MacLeod and P. F.
Rehbock (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i
Press, 1988) and Darwin's Laboratory: Evo
lutionary Theory and Natural History in the
Pacific, edited by Roy MacLeod and P. F.
Rehbock (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i
Press, 1994). In press is Oceanography's His
tory: The Pacific and Beyond, edited by P. F.
Rehbock and K. R. Benson (Seattle: Univer
sity of Washington Press).

We are indebted to the editor of Pacific
Science for this opportunity to reach out to
a wider audience, embracing the natural
sciences. The Circle's symposium at Liege
was devoted to two themes: exploration and
natural history in the North Pacific, and
the representation of Western science in the
Asia-Pacific region. Five of the papers and
abstracts of the remaining four papers appear
in this issue.

Future meetings of the Circle are planned
for 1998 and 1999. Colleagues interested in
receiving news of these developments and in
subscribing to the Pacific Circle Newsletter
are cordially invited to contact Professor
P. F. Rehbock at the Department of History,
University of Hawai'i, Honolulu, Hawai'i
96822 (fax: 808-956-9600; email: frehbock@
hawaii.edu).
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