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Overview
● My Background (Academic and Educational)
● Challenge: The Reluctant Reader
● Cultivating Engaged Readers  

○ The Happiness Advantage
○ The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
○ Additional Assignments & Activities 

I’ll be sharing the following with you today. 



Background: 
Academic Adventure

WCC: AA, Liberal Arts 
UHM: BA, English; MA, English, CW 
NU: MFA, Professional Screenwriting

I earned my AA at WCC in 1979, my BA and MA at UHM in 2005 and 2007, and my 
MFA at National University in 2016.  Throughout my college adventures I’ve been a 
non-traditional student.  The majority of students I teach at WCC are also 
non-traditional, so I draw from my experiences as a student at all levels. 



Background: Educational Experiences

English 100 and 100/X–Composition
English 271/272–Intro. to Lit. (Adaptation)
English 209–Business Writing
English 204C-Intro. to Screenwriting
English 280 - Intro. to Bookmaking (Pueo)
English 19, 22

Over the years I’ve taught the following classes–all of which require students to read 
and write and think.



Challenge: The Reluctant Reader
Desperate Solutions:
● PowerPoint Presentations
● Review Lectures

My colleagues and I have discovered that students often don’t read the material 
assigned, and many colleagues have resorted to preparing PowerPoint Presentations 
and lectures to review reading assignments in order to make sure students learn key 
concepts and information.  This teaches the students they don’t have to read and 
annotate; their teachers will do their work for them. 



Cultivating Engaged Readers
● Projects

○ The Happiness Advantage (8 weeks)
○ The Absolutely True Diary of a 

Part-Time Indian (4 weeks)
● Additional Assignments & Activities

This semester I included two major reading assignments: The Happiness Advantage 
by Shawn Achor and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.  I crafted 
assignments based on these readings to encourage student participation.  The 
instructor should select texts that fit his/her interests and objectives.  Since many 
students struggle with challenges, I thought an engaging “how to be happy and 
successful” book and an award-winning novel that follows a young man through a 
difficult time would be interesting and relevant. 



The Happiness Advantage
● Shawn Achor: TED Talk
● The Happiness Advantage:Text
● Discussion Board: 8 Posts
● Clogging: 21 Days of Happiness Practice
● Reflection: Wrapping it up

I introduced The Happiness Advantage with Shawn Achor’s engaging TED Talk.  
Then I assigned reading the book, breaking it up into introduction and looking forward 
(the first and final chapters) and the seven chapters focused on each of the seven 
principles.  Students were expected to post 8 times to the discussion board.  We then 
practiced clogging for 21-days (blogging through Laulima) and wrapped the project up 
with a reflection.  



The Happiness Advantage
Shawn Achor: TED Talk
https://www.ted.com/talks/shawn_achor_the_happy_secret_to_better_work

Here’s the link to the TED Talk.

https://www.ted.com/talks/shawn_achor_the_happy_secret_to_better_work
https://www.ted.com/talks/shawn_achor_the_happy_secret_to_better_work


The Happiness Advantage

 By Shawn Achor

Here’s Achor’s well researched book.  The research is documented throughout, as 
well as included in the last section.  This provides students with an example of 
researched work. 



The Happiness Advantage
The Happiness Advantage: Discussion Board Posts

The Discussion Board posts required students to complete a summary, two to three 
examples Achor uses to illustrate his point, and a quote that reflects the chapter.  
Here’s a student example. 



The Happiness Advantage
The Happiness Advantage: Discussion Board Posts

Here’s another. 



The Happiness Advantage
The Happiness Advantage: Discussion Board Posts

And, another. 



The Happiness Advantage
The Happiness Advantage: Discussion Board Posts

Here’s an example of my response (in blue) to a student’s post.  



The Happiness Advantage
The Happiness Advantage: 21 Days of Clogging 

In this example, I am modeling the clogging assignment.  I blogged on our class blog 
(Laulima) daily, along with my students.  This practice, according to Achor, helps the 
practitioner develop a new mindset, a happier one that leads to success.  



The Happiness Advantage
The Happiness Advantage: 21 Days of Clogging 

Here is a student’s post. 



The Happiness Advantage
The Happiness Advantage: 21 Days of Clogging 

Here are posts from another student.  



The Happiness Advantage
The Happiness Advantage: 21 Days of Clogging 

Here are posts from another student. 
I awarded 1 point for each day (21 days) and a bonus of 4 points if students blogged 
daily for the 21 days straight. 
I reviewed the blogs after the 21-day period was finished, and in fact I gave them 
another week to make up for lost days.   



The Happiness Advantage
Essay Reflection

The last assignment tasked students to reflect on this project and compare their 
outlook and practices before and after this assignment.  It encouraged them to put our 
8-week journey in perspective.  
Many reported a shift in their approach to daily life and felt the book and tasks were 
relevant.



The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

By Sherman Alexie

The next project focused on Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian, a novel based on his childhood experiences. 



The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

● Introduction to Sherman Alexie
○ Website
○ Bill Moyer Interview

● Discussion Board Posts Based on Chapter Readings
● Memoir
● Class Showcase
● Submit to Pueo, WCC’s Literary Journal

We began this unit with an introduction to Sherman Alexie via his Website and a Bill 
Moyer Interview.
Discussion Board posts were based on chapters and broken into four segments total.
Students were then tasked to write their own story based on a childhood experience. 
Finally, a polished draft will be submitted to WCC’s literary journal, Pueo.



The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

● Introduction to Sherman Alexie
○ Website http://fallsapart.com/
○ Bill Moyer Interview 

http://fallsapart.com/poetry/

These are the links to the sites.

http://fallsapart.com/
http://fallsapart.com/poetry/
http://fallsapart.com/poetry/


The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Discussion Board Posts

The Discussion Board posts focused on analyzing and responding to writing 
techniques, encouraging students to develop an awareness of writerly strategies and 
prepare them for the future assignment of writing their own fictionalized memoir.



The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Memoir Project:
Example #1

Here is the beginning of one student’s rough draft. 



The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Memoir Project:
Example #2

Here is the beginning of another student’s rough draft.



The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Sharing One’s Work with Others
● Final Class Showcase
● Pueo Submission

During the last week of school, students shared their memoir in class.  Afterwards, 
they submitted their final draft to Pueo, WCC’s literary and art journal for 
consideration in the next issue.



Additional Assignments & Activities

● Error Report Game
● Reading Response
● Annotation Pass Around
● Sharing Annotations
● Student-Generated Quiz

Here are a number of shorter activities I’ve used to encourage my students to be 
active and engaged readers.  The assignments are included in the handout provided.  



Desi Poteet
WCC
poteetd@hawaii.edu
April 8, 2017

If you have any questions, please contact me.  

mailto:poteetd@hawaii.edu
mailto:poteetd@hawaii.edu

