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DOCUMENTING THE TOKELAUAN 
LANGUAGE 

\Icmbcrs ol the 1 okdnuan communtt) on O'ahu arc lapping 
the n.•suurcc:" ol the l '1 I Mfuioa Department of Linguistics in 
their quest to keep the l'okclauan langw1ge ali \ em Hawai' i. 

Belly lck(•s, <i JoCtl>ral stutlcnt in the U l Department of 
History, a mcmbe1 ~)I the 'foh.clauan eommuni ty. and 

currently a lecturer ut the Centc1 k,r Pacific Islands Stutli es is 
a key per~on 111 lhis effort In lnoking for resources and 
ass1slancc, ~he foLtnd thnl the goals of the Tokelauan 

communit) 111nlchcJ the goals of lhc l ... anguagc 
Documcnlntion C'cnicr (I .DC), :m in11ovali\C ~tudcnl-run, 

Hilunteer in1tia11vc s tarted b) the gmduatc :>tudents in the 
Department of I .ingu1st1cs anti directed by 'v alcric Guerin, a 
PhD -;tudent I wm ftance The I JX~.., goal is lo teach native 

speakers of cntlangert•d languages hO\\ to record their 
languages, in \\a)), that arc accessible to their communities. 

to hngu1sl:-, and lo the rest of the intemat1onal community. 

The Tokclauan eommumt)' has tx.-cn concerned for some 
time about how 1hc)' can keep Tokelauan alive for their 

children. Recogn11ing that a pcoph:' s identity 1s intimate!} 
tied lo its language anti culture, the surviving Tokelau elders 
ci1e language decline as the cause of a host of social 
problems affecting their community. In response to these 
concerns, the extended-clan-based community of 

approx1 malcly 500 Ii ving in Central o· ahu, through their 
nonprofi t organii'a tion, Tc T aki-Tokelau Community, I nc 
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(fc Taki), dcvclopc<l a long-term strategic plan to pursue the 
community's mission- "to perpetuate the language and 
culture of Tokch1u~ and to improve the economic and social 

'vclfare of Lhc Tokelau people re.'> i<ling in Lhe Uni led States.·· 

When Ickes approached linguistics assistant professor 
(and C'cntcr for Pacific Islands St11dies affilia te faculty 

member) Yuko Otsuka, a Tongan-language expert, she fo und 
a willi ng collaborator. The Tok.clau community was able to 
gel a grant from the llS Administration for Native Americans 
and enlist the help of O tsuka and her colleague in linguistics 

Andrew Wong in designing a language assessment survey to 
oollect data on language use. proficiency, and attitudes 

toward lhc Tokclauan language. The Tokelauan surveyors 
hope to Sllf\C} 80% or more of the approximate!) 500 
commun1l} mcmhcr<; by August 2006. 

Beuy Ickes. a Tokelauan commuml) member and UHJI history 
doClora/ studem, and Zoe Madden-Wood, a linguistics graduate 
student, collaborate 011 the Tokelauan dictionary project. Phow by 
Lisa libel mg. 

The LDC is helptng Tokelauans with three major projects. 
The fi rst is a project to digitize the existing Tokelauan 

dictionary and put it onl ine. To assis t with this project, Ickes 
regularly attcntls the LDC Saturday workshops to learn to 

use the Summer Institute of Linguistics dic tionary software 
Toolbox. which will enable her to train members of the 
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Tokelau community to Lio the digitizing. The other two 

project~ involve the creation of children·s dictionaries-a 

picture uietionary and a reference dictionary that will be 

aimed al children 111 upper elementary school. Two graduate 

students from the Department of Linguistics, Akicmi Glenn 

and Katya Jenson. regularly meet with a core group of 

acti,isls cu1d elders in the community alx)ul developing the 

children'~ dictionaries. The Tokelau community• s long-term 

goal is lo establish a formal language education curriculum. 

l ' ntil then, the children anu aduil students meet every 

Saturday in an inlormal school where their ciders and 

volunteer teachers from lhc Tokclauan community use 

materials n<.lapted from Hawaiian language instruction and 

the UH Samoan Language Program. 

The Tokclauan language docurncntallon prOJCCt is not the 

first Pacific project with which the LDC has been involvcu. 

C'huuke.<-c native speaker and UITh.l educallonal technoloin 
graduate i.ludenl I, J Ditus Rayphand worked on the 

C'huukese Idiom Project, which c:.m be viewed on the LDC' 

Web site <ling.hawaii.edu/-uhdoc>. The project,\\ hich was 

~upportcd by the Center for Pacific Islands Studies, incluues 

the translation and explanauon of a number of Chuukesc 

idioms, as well as audio pronunciation. Another, more recent 

LDC project. a Pmgelapese alphabet book. wac; a 
collaboration between Ryoko Hattori, a graduate student in 

linguistics. and Hillie-Jean 'Manuel, a nath e speaker of 

Prngelapesc from Mwalok, Pohnpe1, who rccei\'ed her BA in 

linguistics. The alphabet book is distributed by the LTHM 
~ational Foreign Language Resource Center 

<nnrc.hawaii.edu>. Anyone interested in learning the tools 

and techniques of language documentation is welcome to 

join the training center that LDC runs e\'ery semester. For 

infonnation, e-mail the LDC at uhdoc@ling.lll.huwaii.edu. 
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AUMUA MATAITUSI SIMANU 
PAPALII CELEBRATES AT 85 
Aumua Mataitusi 

Simanu Papali1, 

revered cider of the 

UT Th-1 Samoan 

Language and Culture 

Pmgram, celebraled 85 
years of life on 25 
I ;ebruary 2006, 
,urrounded by family, 

friends, and colleagues 

from Hawai' i and 

beyond The celebra­

tion and banquet at 

Bay Vie\\ Golf Course 

featured speeches and 

prayer&, music and 

dancing, and 

presentahons, as well 

as special foods brought from the Islands 

Aumua was born al Satalo, Falealili. 111 Samoa, to church 

ministers Simanu Tuiloma Live of Sapunaoa and Tilau 

Talat' ina of Saoluafata As Aumua recounted, "l believe l 
was born lo teach.·· She hegan I.caching at age 21 and was a 

classroom teacher for 15 year;, a school principal for 13 
years, and a school inspector for another 13 years. She was 

educated in Samoa and New Zealand and has a diploma 111 

second language teaching from \'1ctoria l"niH:rsity of 

Wellington and a diploma from the School or Euucation at 

the Unt\ ersity of Canterbury in Christchurch. \umua says 

she encountered many challenges in the school system of 
Samoa, but her record :-;hows that her accomph~hmenL' were 

many These accomplishments included being named the 

first female principal and first female school inspector in 

Samoa. In July 20(}..l, she recet\ ed an honorary master's 

degrc.'<.! from the Amosao Savavau University in Apia, fm 

work and publications on Samoan language and culn1rc 

Aumua·s publications include The Samoan Word Book (Bess 

Press) and 0 Si Ma11u a Alii (LTJ I Press and Pa~ifika Books). 

Currently 111 production arc 0 Faiii Fa ·arumua, on the 

origins ol' Samoa's chiefly da~~cs; a ~hort fiction hook; and a 

book on das~ical Sanioan game-. 

How has Aumua hccn able to lead ~uch n i;uccl~ssrul life? 
<ihe say' ~he attnbutc.-. her succe:--;cs to thret: gift~ from Goe.I. 

honesty, coumgt~, and Im c "I p1cscnt these Lhrce thing' as a 

challenge to the young pet)plc of Samml in gcn('ral and my 

family Ill parucular. r tntl} bdlt'\e that II hru.. ~en Go<l \\ho 

inslillc<l in me the values or respect and love ol my fcJl,lw 

human beings, a kne ol a 'CJ') long teachrng career. and a 
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man etous farntl) lhat continues to bloom and grow in man} 
diYCrsc WU) s .. 

.\t the l 11 \ !anoa Samoan Language and Culture 

Program," here ~he worJ..s \Vlth her <laughter, Luafata 
S1manu-Klu11 (('PIS \tA 2001), and colleague~ John ~fayer, 
r:a· afet.11 I .c:-.a. and l ·cpulcai \ 1tu Tamclu, Aumua continue.' 

tl> work llrclcssl) to encourage her students to develop their 
Samoan language ,i,.1111;, particular!) in the area of Samoan 
ceremonial i.pccch She ii- an msp1rat1on am.I a :murce of 
optimism tor all those who come m contact with her, and we, 

her collcaguc1- 1n Pacific studies, wish her many more years 
of teaching nnd 'A-riling 

PACIFIC STUDIES DEVELOPMENTS 
AROUND THE REGION 
Prngrnms in Pucific slue.hes around the region have made 
some noteworth) developments in the past several years, 

among them, the opening of the Fale Pasifika at Auckland 
I rnivcr~11y and the creation of MAPS (1'1elanesian and 

Pacific Studic~) al the L'niH:~ity of Papua ~ew Guinea 
~ow. Pac11ic (and Samoan) studies at Victona University of 
Wellington (\ 'l IW), Pacific stud1c.c-, faculty at the Universit} 

of the South Pacific (lJSP). and the Center for Pacific Islands 
Stmhes at L 1mcr:-.1l) of I lawa1'1 at ~1anoa are looking 

toward the c'pans1on of their programs-mm·es that wilt 

further 111crcu'e the opportunities for Pacific studies stu<lenLs. 

•\ l \ l l\V, A ~soc1ate Professor Tagaloatcl e Peggy 

Fairbairn-Dunlop ha' JOincd the university as the inaugural 
head of\' a' mlmanu Pa~1fil-a, the new Pacific and Sammm 
unit there Va'aomturn Pasifika, e:,tab!Jshed in July 2005, is 

an indcpcn<lcnt unit thal will coorJinute Pacific studies and 
Samoan slu<lies, two program$ that were formerly 
admm1stercd by Tc Kawa a Maui, lhc School of Maori 

Studies. Va' ~1omarn1 will ulM1 have a role in connecting all 
staff in other schools and centers whose teaching and 
rc!'carch imolvcs the l.>acific. Vl 1w· s commitment to the 

Pac1Jic hcgun in 1969 with the introduction of Samoan 
studic;. a~ a unit of -.tu<ly In 2000, Tcrc~ia Tcaiwa was 
hired to expand on lh1s commitment by developing a 
Pacific studies prngram. Accon.lmg to Fairbairn-Dunlop, 

"Our aim at \ 'a' aomanu Pa-.if1J..a 1s to produce Pacific 
c;chular<; and re,carcht!n. \\ho are corn mi ttcd to ensuring 

our c0mmumt1cs hm e accc.!.'' to the knowledge and skills 
the} need. 1f the) are to 'hape with confidence the future 
they" ant for thcm~clves and for their children "'Fairbrurn­
Dunlop al:;o plans to consolidate Va' aomanu Pasifika' s 

communit)-basc<l aclltln research and to foster joint 
research wilh Pacific universities and wiU1 Te Kawa a 
~faui. Building on the groundwork tai<l by Teresia Teaiwa, 

the creation or a unit devoted to Pacific and Samoan 
studies at VllW increases the Pacific and Samoan studies 
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tcachmg capacity, at the same time that it gives these 
programs 111crcascd autonomy and a higher prolile across 
the uni' cr-;iL) De,igncd m. an undergraduate program • 
Pacilic Studies at \ ' l \V nO\\ ha' its first two postgraduate 
students, includmg CPIS graduate Lea Lani Kinikmi (see 

Student and Alumm Acllv111es)~ 

De' clopmcnts at L'SP focus on the inaugurauon or a 
ne\\ Pacific Stuc.11ci. Postgraduate Program in 2006. A 

'carch i:. currently being conducted for a senior lecturer and 
a program administrator. The po1>lgraduate diploma and t\lA 

program is being offered by the Pacific Institute of 
Advancc<l Studies in Development and Governance, which 
include~ the Jni,litutc of Pacific Studies, long known for its 
extensive publishing on the Pacific. The new program, 
descrihcd as "a uniquely Pacific perspective on 

contemporary issues in the region" takes over and expands 
on many of the activities that were fonnerly part of IPS, but 

JPS '~ill rctnin its name for the publications program. 
Associate Professor Elise Huffer is the acting director of the 
Inst1lute of Pacific Studies and the Pacific Studies Program 
A starling place for mformation on the program, includmg 
cour~cs, 1-; the Web site at 

<www.usp ac fj 111dex php')id=piasdg_pacstud_courses>. 

,\t L 11 Manoa, thc Center for Pacific Islands Studies 1s 

in the midst of plannmg for a propo:.ed undergraduate major 
in Pacific studies The center currently offers an 1'.fA degree 

a~ well as a graduate certificate for students pursuing 
advanced degrees 111 other programs (see 
<www.hawan.edu/cpis>) J\s a first step in the development 

of an undcrgradualc degree. Katerina Tea1wa, assistant 
profcs,or al the center, and Lahela Perry and Kali 

rennante1., graduate students in anthropology and 

geography respectively, are <lesigning an inaugural lower­
lcvel undergraduate course. A workshop on 17-18 
February, hosLed by lhc center and by Keala Losch (MA 
1999), Kouka de Silva, and their colleagues a l Kapi'olani 

C.ommunity College, brought t6gether a working group of 
35 faculty, ~taff. and :->tudcnts to brainc;torm on objectives, 

pedagogy. content, and resource~ for this course. The course 
is cun-ently scheduled Lo bcg111 111 January 2007. The initial 
mms arc to enhance the Pacific learning experience for 
undergraduates at UH Manoo (Pac1f1c Islander students and 
non-Pacific Islander students alike) as well as to begin to 

addr~s some of the needs of student~ in fields such as 
education, nursing, and social work who require a better 

understanding of Pacific Island cultures and peoples. 
Although there arc a number of courses within ' 'arious 
disciplines at VI I Mfmoo that deal with the Pacific at the 
undergraduate level, there is currently no interdisciplinary 
undergraduate course that gives the students a broad 

orientation to the Pacific, including the transnational 

character of Pacific societies. 
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THE SONGMAKER'S CHAIR DEBUTS 
IN HONOLULU 
Theater audiences in Honolulu have been raking advantage 

of the opportunity to see the powerful drama The 
Songmakers' Chair, by author, poet, artist, and playwright 

Albert Wendt. The production by Kumu K.ahua Theatre 

opened on 16 March and will run through 15 April. 

Described as a "family drama that recalls classic works of 

Western realism, but also incorporates ritual and surreal 

elements from Samoan cultural traditions," the play is 

captivating the Honolulu community. The excellent cast 

includes some newcomers to the stage, including former 

CPIS student and Samoan language and literature instructor 

Luafata Simanu-Klutz (~1A 2001) as well as Kumu Kahua 

veterans such as Victoria Nalani Kncubuhl and Wil T K 

Kahele. The Kumu Kahua Web site at 

<www.kumukahuaorg> ha:. more about the Honolulu 

production, including the program, a viewers· guide, and an 

educational guide The play, which ha~ been sold-out for a 
number of perfonnances, 1s also ::.cheduled for performances 

in MaUI. 

In conjunction with the play, which centers on the 

Peseola family in Wellington, Aotearoa New Zealand, two 

forums have been held, featuring Alben Wendt, director 

Dennis Carroll, and humanities scholars. The first forum 

explored how the act of migration by Pacific Islanders v. ithm 

the Pacific has been represented in drama, fic11on, poetry, 

and other artistic media. The speakers included Luafata 

Simanu-Klutz, a history doctoral student~ and Caroline 

Sinarniana, an associate professor in the UHM Department 

of English and a CPIS affiliate faculty member. The second 

forum focused on the nature of intra-Pacific migration and 

the challenges of "transplanted" arL The speakers for this 

event included Katerina Teaiwa, assistant professor in the 

Center for Pacific Islands Studies, and Robert Sullivan, 

ass1 tant professor in the L·H~ Department of English and a 

CPIS affiliate faculty member. These forums, and essa}s in 

the viewers' guide, including an essay by Sa' iliemanu 
L1lomaim·a-Doktor (.\1A 1993), examined important issues 

that ore central to the play and to the play-going experience 

The C'enter for racific fRlands Studies was a co~ponsor of the 

pla) and the forums. 

HEYUM SCHOLARSHIP 
COMPETITION 
The Center for Pacific Islands Studt~~s has announced the 

200<'l-2007 Renee Heyum Scholarship competition. The 

He) um EndO\\ ment Fund was establ 1shed by the late R 

Renee I Ieyum, former curator of the Pacific Collection, 
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Hamilton Library, to assist Pacific Islanders pursuing 

education or training m Hawai'i Funds are available to 

support one scholarship in the amount of S3,000 for the 

2006-2007 academic year. Applicants must be indigenous to 

the islands of Melanesia, Micronesia, or Polynesia and 

enrolled full-time for academic credit as graduate or 

undergraduate students at a campus of the University of 

Hawai'i . Pacific Tsland students enrolled in noncredit 

education or traming programs ma1 also be considered for 

assistance. 

Applicants must submit 

a letter of application that includes a statement 

describing academic intere:.ts, career goals, nL'Cd for 

support. and a plan of study for the 2006-2007 

academic year 

rele\ ant transcripts of prev10us academic work 

three letters of recommendation 

ApphcaL1ons are due on 12 May 2006 and ~hould be sent 

to Professor David Hanlon, Director, Center for Pacific 

Islands Studies, 1890 East-West Road, Moore 2l5, 
Honolulu, I-Il 96822. For more information see the Web site 

at <www. hawa1 i.cdulcp1s/academic_programi._6. html> 

VISITORS TO THE CENTER 
Among the visitors to the center during the period January 
through March 2005 were 

Prof Keith Camacho, Department of History, University 

of Guam 

• Prof Elizabeth De Loughrey, Department of English, 

Cornell University 

Prof Peter l lempcnstall, Head of Department. 

Department of History. l1nivcrs1ty of Canterbury 

Dr Steffen Hermann, Assistant Curator for Social and 

Cultural Anthropology, Niedcrsachsischcs 

Landesmuseum, Hannover, Germany 

Fr Francis X Hezel, SJ, Director . .\.ficronc::.ian Seminar. 

Pohnpci, Federated States of M1crooc~ia 

• Prof Edvard 1-Tviding, Head of Department, Department 

of Social Anthropolog}, Unl\cr~ity of Bergen 

Prof MargarcLJolly, Director, Gender Relations Project, 

Australian National University 

Prof Sonia Juvik. Geography and Environmental 

Studies. l niversity of llawai' i nt Hilo 

Anne h laric Kit k, Td cschool, Hawai' i Stale Department 

of Education, Honolulu. I Iawa1' 1 

Dr Rod I ,amberls, l)cputy Director, Centre for Public 

Awareness of Science. Australian :'\ational Commi~s1un 

for L'NESL'O 
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• Dr Peter Larmour, State, Society and Go\'emance in 

~1elanesia Project, Australian National University 

Prof Karen Nero, Director, Macmillan Brown Centre for 

Pacific Studies, L niver<;it} of Canterbury 

• Hone Sadler. Tc Wananga o Wa1papa, Uni\·ersity of 
Auckland 

Eric Steffen, Audio. Visual Specialist, Micronesian 
Seminar, Pohnpe1, Federated States of lvficronesia 

• Tamasailau M Sua· ali' 1-Saum, Department of 
Sociology, lTniv1m1ty of Auckland 

Elsa V closo. Chief Administrative Assistant, 
Micronesiun Seminar, Pohnpei, Federated States 
of Micronesia 

CENTER OCCASIONAL SEMINARS 
AND PRESENTATIONS 
Tamasrulau }. I Sua'<llt' i-Sauni, lecturer in the Department of 

Sociology, l hlll'erstty of Auckland, ga1 ea talk, "CompeLing 
·Spirits of Govermng' mid the Management of New Zealand­

Based Samoan )' outh Offender Cases," on 10 J rurnar} 2006. 
Sua'ali'i-Sauni described the three spirits of goveming­
neoliberal risk management, cultural appropriateness, and 

faaSamoa-and the 1ntncate and complex way they interact 
in the youth justice 'Y'lem in Aotearoa New Zealand. She 
argued that l..nowmg how these ~pints interact is crucial to 
developing models t)f analysis that can engage in the 

complcx111cs of governing across cullural divides . The talk 
wa<; also sponsored by the EWC Pacific Islands 

Development Program and the l 111vl Department of 
Anlhropology. 

In February 2006, the I THM English Department hosted 
internationally renowned author Ptllricia Grace as the UH 

Distinguished Visiting Scholar in Liberal Arts. The center 
cosponsoroo, along \Vi th other Ln l M5.noa units. two 

presentations that featured Ms Grace-a reading on 8 
February and a panel di~cussion. "lndigenizing the Novel in 
Aotearoa The Role of Culture and Identity," on 9 February. 
Albert Wendt, Clli7.ens' Chair in the l11 D-1 Department of 

English, chamxl the latter panel of 'Miters and academics, 
who spol..c ahcmt the 11npact that Patricia Grace's writing has 
had on their teaching and on their Iii es. The panel members 

and audience also flO'cd questions lo Grace, aimed al a 
deeper undcr~tanding of her per,pect11 es on writing and on 
the role of culture and 1dcnt1t> 

On 16 Februar) 2006, ~ fargaret Jolly, professor and head 
of the Gender Relations Centre in the R~carch School of 
Pacific and A~tan Studic,, Au~tralian :-\ationaJ University, 
gave a talJ.... "Looking Bm:J.... Race, Gender, and Sexuality in 

Jane Campion's 11u: Piano." In the talk, Jolly reviewed the 
range of pcrspecuvc::- on, anti emotional response::. to, the 
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film The Piano, paying particular attention to the ways that 
race, gender, and sexuality featured in analyses of the film in 
different parts of the world The talk was part of the Lrllvl 

Department of Anthropology colloquium series and was 
cosponsored b} the Center for Pacific Islands Studies. 

On 22 February 2006, Serge Tcherkczoff, profes~or of 

anthropology and director of the Centre de Recherches et de 
Documentation sur l'Oceame, El TESS, Un1\'ersite de 
Provence. gave a talJ..., 'Towards an Anthropological 

Reconsideration of Early Encounters between Polynesians 
and Europeans (Samoa, Tahiti)." ln his talk, Tcherkezoff 
presented key data th<1t refute I7rench and English views of 
Samoan anti Tahitian "females offering their favors "and 

offered, in~tcad, a picture of very young girls forcibly 
presented to newcomer~ . The talk was part of U1e CHM 
Department of Anthropology colloquium series and was 

cosponsored by the Center for Pacific Islands Studies. 

Robert Sulli\ an. a~sistant professor in the UHM Engli ~h 

Department and CPIS affi liate faculty member, and Richard 
Tiarnasak1. teacher at Kamehameha Schools and CPIS 

graduate (MA 1989), were the featured writers, and readers, 

at "Pacific Writers Connection presents Two Poets," an 
evening reading on 8 }.farch 2006. Sullivan, who recently 
made a very succes!\ful tour of literary festi\·als, read from 
his latest \'Olume of poetry, Voice Ca"ied My Family, 
released Ja,,t year by L'niver;ity of Auckland Press. 

I larnasaki read new and old poems from his collections and 
also read from the powerful poetry of\Vayne Kaumuali'i 
Westlake (1~7-1984). errs was a CO&ponsor of the reading, 
along with the Ull11 English Department, Manoa Journal, 
and the Manoa Foundation. 

FACULTY ACTIVITIES 
Vilsoni Tlcrcniko, a professor in CPlS, has been busy on his 
sabbatical. In March, he delivered the fourth annual George 

Kneller Lecture at the Comparativ'e International Education 
Society conference in Honolulu. Ilis talk was titled 
'1ndigcnou~ Pacific Islanders in Contemporary Film. ''ln 
February and 't-.larch he traveled to Beijing where he spent 

two wccl..s obscn ing well-1..nown Chinese director Zhang 
Y 1mou (Raise the Red Lan fem. House of Flying Daggers) 

dirccting his latest film. House of the Golden Amwr_ 
Currently. Hcrcniko is a' is1ting professor at the lJni\·er<>ity 
of \Va<;hmglon, where he i~ teaching a course titled 

"Representation' of Pacific ! ~lander; in Film and Literature" 
to 45 enthu<;iast1c :;tudents. 

Hcrcniko's film The l.And Has f.ves opened the fifth 
~ative voices him Festirnl. held at the l"niversity of 
Washington, 6-8 Apnl 2006. lt has been invited to be in 

competition nt the lnu1anapolis f ilm Festival, 26 April-4 
May 2006, and it will screen al the "Vaka Vuku-Pacific 
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Epistemologies Conference'· in Suva, Fiji, 2-7 July 2006. At 
"\'aka Vuku," Hereniko will be on a panel with filmmakers 

Sima llrale, foa hascr, and Gar} Ki Idea. The Land Has 

Eves will be ~how nationally in lhe l 'nited Stmcs on PBS 

Plus on 1!\fay2006. <'heck your local listings for air tunes. 

In Januar) of this year, Katerina Teaiwn, nn assi~tant 

professor in CPIS, gave a keynote address on the importance 

of the performing art~ to Pacific studies, at the inaugural 

conference of the Au~trahan As~oc1atton for the 

Advancement or Pacific Studies at the Queensland 

University of Technology. She also gave a talk on 

mtcrd1sciphnal) approaches to Pacific studies <md her 

research on phosphate mining on 13anaba a-, part of the 
111\sia-Pacific Week" events al the Australian :-\ational 

l OJ\ ersity in C'.anberra 

Jon Osono, associate professor and director of the Center 

for Hawaiian Studies, has a review article lilied "Living in 

Archl\ e~ and Dream~· The Ilistonc~ of Ku}kendall and 
Daws,,. in Te.xis and Co11tex1s: Reflections m Pacific /J lands 

H1.1·roriography (2006), edited by Doug Munro and Bri.t V 

Lal 

Ty Kawilo..a Tengan, assistant professor of ethnic studies 

and anthropology, recently published '\;nsctlling 

Ethnography· Talcs of an 'Oiwi in U1c Anthropological Slot," 

in Critical Etluwgraphv 111 the Pacific: Tra11lforma1io11s in 
f'adfic Moral Orders, a special issue of Anthropological 
Forum ( 15:3 ). cdi led by Michele D Dominy und l ~aurcnce M 

Carucci 

Terry r, I lunt, a%ociale profc~sor in lhe Department of 

Anthropology, coauthored a rCJX)rl with Carl P Lipo, 

California State Cni,·er\1ty-Long Oeach. uUcd "Late 
(\lionization \lfEaster Island. ··The report appeared in the 

on line version of Science maga7.i nc on 9 :t-vlarch 2006. 

Jane Freeman \fouhn, profes~or l)f ethnomus1colog), 1s 

111 Punaarna, Tahiti, for ~1x months of fieklY.1.1rk focul-mg on 

the performing arts (particularly Tahitian dance and dance 

mu:-ic) as cultural consumption. l ler article on the\ 1arquesru. 

!~lands appeared in the Oreemvood Encyclopedia of World 

Folklore and F'olklife, Volume 1 (2006), a volume devoted to 
topics and themes from \frica, Australia, and Oceania. 

Jon Van D}ke, professor of law at the William S 

Richardson School of Law, was a keynote speaker at the 

"Sharing the Fish Conference 2006" in Fremanlle, Western 

\u'ltralia. in l·ebruary 

STUDENT AND ALUMNI 
ACTIVITIES 
Congratulations to recent graduate I ,ea Lam I{ 1 nikini (\1A 

2005) ~ Lant was named a recipient or the l'\cw Zealand 

International Doctoral Research Scholarship for a term or 
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three years lo study as a full-time PhD sllldcnt in Pacific 
studies at Victoria l ~ni1•crs1ty of Wellington ller rc~carch 

"11! focus on the Tongan diaspora rn1d on nrnrat1vc 

approaches to research and writing. Lani enrolled in the 
prognm1 in }\farch 2006. Iler supernsor i" Teresia Tcaivva 

CPIS student:. l\1ananna Lucia Aguon • 1t:mandc1 and 

Judith Humbert pre:-.ented paper~ al the 21 - 23 March 2006 
lJI Il\ I Sch(Xll of Hawaiian, A ~1 an, and Pacific Studies annual 

graduate s tuJent conforcnce "PL•ople. Place', and Emcrgmg 

I dens: \fol ll<l1sciplinnry Perspccti\ cs on A ~ia and the 

P:icific. " 1\1arianna' s paper was ... Savaged' in Their Own 

Stone:. An \nalys1s of the Colom<~ and Catholic Influences 
on Charnom1 Legend~ . " Judi th· s paper was "F..ducnuonal 

Trtmsfonm1tion. Aotcaroa ~ew Zealand ... She was also a 
member ,,f the conference planning comm1ttcc. 

Alexander Dale Mawyer (/I.IA 1997) 1~ a co-guest editor 

for the newly published Varua Tupu: New Writing and Art 

.from Fre11cl1 Polynesia .. \fa11oa 17·2 (sec Publications) Ale.\. 

1'! current!) n doctoral candidate 111 anthropology at the 

University or Chicago, where he i1- writing up research 

conducted 111 Mangarcv a 

Congratulation~ to April Ht:ndcrson ( !\ IA 1999) and 

.Junior So' o, proud parcnL5 of Le' ani ra • J\ lohilani I3ai Icy 
I lcnder<;on So'o, born in Wellington, Aolcarml New ZcalancJ , 

on 20 Februruy 2006. April is on matern1t} leave from her 

position in Pacific ~t11d1cs at Victoria Un1ver~1ty of 

Wellington and will return lo worJ.. in June 2006. 

STUDENTS AT UH HILO AND USP 
COLLABORATE ON PUBLICATION 
.\lakmg Wa1·es: AI1 Anthology of fransPanfic Wr11111g began 

as an experimental Leaching venture that brought together, 

for the first Lime, counterparts al LTIIHilo and the l 'ni\ersity 

of the South Pacific (tJSP). The result is a collection of 

writings by stu<lentt. from across the Pacdic region an<l 

beyond, inelu<ling poems and short prose pieces, 

accompanied by photos, illustrations, anJ pcnmnal 
statements by the wnters. The collection and project wru. alsl) 

a resuJ t of the collahoralion or teachers and Making Waves 
editors , Seri I Luangphinith (l 1 ll I) and\ lohit Pra~ad (USP) 

According to Luangphinith, the project "started with the 

desire lo make a difference .. , In 20~. Luungphinith was 

approached by two students. /\chena Finik <U1d Kathrcen 

Roby, who were conc(·med about the lack or represcntallon 

of Micronesian wri tings in previous Pacific anthologies. She 

recruited the help or Prwmd, "ho was just taking up the reins 

of the Pac1f1c Writing Fomm at tJSP. \\h1ch he d~cnbes as 
''the major publishing force for c reative writing in Fij i for the 

Pacific "In addi tion to writer:, from across Micronesia, 

.Waking Waves contains work b} students from Fiji, I Iawai' i, 
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Tonga, Solomon Islands, Germany. and Georgia (llSA). The 

publication was made posl>1ble for a grnnt from the 

HA wee l 'Hl I I3oard of Student Publications. For ordering 

infonnauon, see the Makmg Waves Web site at 

<\VW\\ uhh ha\HUi edu.depll> english makmg\\a\ e.<ii> or 

oontact Luangphmtth at seri 0 hawaii edu 

PUBLICATIONS, MOVING IMAGES, 
AND CDS 

Available from UH Press 
Varua Tupu: New Writing and Art from French Polynesia. 

the latc~t issue ol Mlinoa .1ournal ( 17:2), edi led by Fnmk 
Stewart and gul!sl editor~ Karcrn Mateata-Allain and 

Alexander Dale Mawyer. Varua Tupu translates the voice:. of 

an emerging Mo'ohi literary community into English and 
showca~es the cultural arts ol the region ll also con tams 

fre:.h translations of th(• poetry nr l lenri l liro, who sparked 

the Tahitian cul LUral rcnai ssance in the 1960s and 1970s. 

2005, 200 pages. ISBN 0-8248-3019 -9, paper, USS16.00. 

UH Press books can be on.lercd through tJ1c Orders 

Department, Unncrsity of I lav.:ai'i Press, 2840 Kolowalu 

Street, Honolulu, III 96822-1888. \\'ch site 

<www. uhprc~s ha\.\ au cdu> 

Other Publications 
.\faking Wa1•es · An Anthology of J'ram Pacific Writing. 
edited hy Seri I Luangphinith and t-.fohit Prasad, is a 

collectton ot poctr;. "hort pieces, and images that originated 

in Ii teraturc classes uiught at the l 'rnvcrsi l) of Hawai' i at 

Hilo and the Univcr~it}' of the South Pacific in Fiji. For 

ordering information. see the Web site al 

<www. uhh. hawai i. cdu/dcpts/cngl ish/mak111gwaves .I> 

f'apua11 Pasts: Cultural. Linguistic" and Biological 

Histories of Papua11 Speaking Peoples, edited by Andrew 

Pawley, Rohert Attcnborough, Jack Golson, and Robin Hide, 

is an interdisciplinary exploration of lhe history or human~ in 

New Gumca. the Bi~mard. Archipelago, and Solomon 

Islands. with particular allcnllon to the people who speak 

Papuan (non-AustroncJ.i<m) languages The book's twcnty­

eight chapter., mcludc report~ by archa~'Olog1s~. hi~toricaJ 

hngui'-L'\, cm ironmcntal '\cicnti~ts . cultural anthropolog1J.ts. 

hiological nnthropologi'h. and populdlion geneticists. 

Pubh.,hcd b} Pae1fic Lmguisuc' al _\ustralian ~ational 

L Ill\ cr:.11} 2005, 817 pages. ISB>: 0 -85883-562-2, 

ASl35.00 ouh1dc or Australia. For tnformatton, see the \Yeb 

site at <p<iding.anu cdu au> 

Films, Videos, a nd DVDs 
711e Uuul Has Eyes (87 mtnutc~), filmmaker Vil~oni 

Ileren1ko' s feature film set in Rotuma, i~ now mailable on 

DVD 10 univcrsily libraries and educational inslilUtions. The 
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DVD includes the fit m the Land Has Teeth, a documentary 

b) Esther Figueroa on indigenous justice in Rotuma, as well 

a' a commentary by Hereniko on Rotuman culture, and a 

behind-the-scenes slide sho\\ . 1-<or ordering information, sec 
the Web s11c at <WW\\ thelandha:;eyes.com>. Sale of DVDs 

for indi' iduals will begin in October 2006 

Stay111g Co1111ecled (22 mmuleii, 2006) 1s the latest video 

from M1crone~1an Senunar (MicSem Island Topics 48) lt 

provides a glimpse of some or lhc technologies that 

Micronesians are ustng m their work and in staying 

connected lo fomily and friend~ in other parts of the world. It 
also looks at the implications for r...licroncsians in the future. 

lJS$20.00. ror 111f'ormat1on, sec the Web sile at 

<WWWl111CSCl11.0fg>. 

CD-ROMs 
Classical Hawaiian Education: Uenerations of Hawaiian 

Culture, by John Charlol, profe~sor 111 the Departmenl of 

Religion, l 11 ~tanoo, ~hows how education permeated 

Hawaiians' lives in the nmcleenth century and was a central 

factor m encounters with foreigners. including missionary 

teachers. It rncludcs proposal" for Hawaiian culture programs 

from krndcrgartcn to univers1t} Distributed by Cniversity of 

Hawai'i Press for the Pacific Institute, Brigham Young 

Lnl\eNty- l lawa1'i Campus. 2005, 1~2 pages. ISBN 0-
939l:H-71-4 (CD-ROM). US$14.00. 

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

Asia Pacific Mediation Forum Conference 
"Mediating Culture in the Pacific and Asia"is lhe third Asia 

Pacific Mediation Forum Conference. It will be held 26-30 

.June 2006 at the University of the South Pacific, Suva, Fiji. 

The conference aims to bring together community-based and 

institution-based practitioners to highlight methodologies anti 
create networks of mediation practitioners. Two accredited 

ba<>ic-mcdiation courses will be heltl 19-23 June, 

immediately before the conference. For more information, 

sec the Web site at <www.usp.ac.fjlapmf>. 

Pacific Transnationalisms: T ies to the Homelands 
The multiple ttrs between Pacific diasporic peoples and their 

homeland~ 111 the ibland~ will be the focu~ of "Pacific 

Trru1snaltonalt<.ms," an mlemational and mulud1sciplinar) 
conference tl> he held 20-22 '."ovember 2006 at La Trobe 

l 'ni' crsit~, ~fclhournc, Au-,1mlm A key l)Utcome of the 

conlcrcncc '' 111 he a publication on Pacific Ltan~nationali:-m 
and a linked Web site. which ~ill pro~ide an ongoing hub for 

d1~cussion and rei.ourcc~ rclc\ ant to this topic. Paper 

abstract~ an: due by S May 2006 lo conference con\ ener 

I lclcn Lee al h.1rc0'1alrobe.cdu.au. 
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PIALA Conference on Knowledge Netwoa·ks 
The f1t'teenth annual confcn.:nce of the Pacific Island~ 

Association of Libraries and Archives (PIALA) will he held 

in Koro, Reputihc of Palau, 11-17 \:o\ ember 2006 
''Lihrarics, Archives. and Mut-ieums· 13uild ing Knowledge 

Networks for \ '1bran t Communitie~," will f cature a two-clay 

prcconfcrent:e workshop on library acJvocac) . The com·ener:-; 

imilc conference papers on l\lpics such as promoting 

literac), sourcei. of funding for Pacific libranc<>, best 

practices in library "crv1ces, collection development for small 
librane:--, and distance learnmg for profession:~ derclopment 

Please send ahstram by I July 2006 to both Sandy 

Fernandez at bnm<P'palaunet.com and Gretchen Rc)nol<ls at 

Gretchen© palau.edu 

Conferences Announced ln Previous Newsletters 
The '.'\cw Zealand Studies Association (NZSA) <ind the 

Centre de Rcchcrche sur Jes Idcntilcs Cullurellcs cl les 

Langues de Spec1ahtes (CICLaS), are pr~entmg a 

L-nivcrsi ty ol 1 Iawai' i at~ fiinm1 
Center for Pacific islands Studies 
18901-',ast-Wc::.L Road, \foorc 215 
Honolulu, llawai'i 96822 LISA 
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conference. "New :Zealand, I ~ranee, m1<l the Pncif'ic," at 
the l nl\ crs1ty Pw-is Dauphine, 29 Jum:-1 Jul} 2006. 

"Vaka Vuku: >-:al'igaling Knowledgcs-Pacil"ic 

Epis1cmolog1c~ Conlcrcnce .. will be hcl<l 3-7 July 2006 
,\l lhe l fnirer:-;1ty of the South Pacific r or tnlormatton. 

sec <www.usp.ac.fjlin<lex. php''id=Ll51> 

·~usuunable Island, -Su~tamahle Str<1tcg1cs, '"the moth 

eonfcrcnce or the Jntcrnat ional Smal I Islands Studies 

A-.soc1alion (JSISA), will be held in Kahului. ~laui. 

I fawai"i , 29 July l(> 3 J\ugmt 2006. h.>r mformation, sec 
the \Vch site al <maui .hawaii L'tluiisisu2006> 

.. Te Mm111a-Nu1 a-Km a (The C ireat Ocean of K1wa­
Ocea111a)," the Pacific I l i~lory •\s~ociation' ~ '<'vcntccnlh 

b1enm;~ conference,\\ 111 he hl'l<l at the l 'ni\ cr .. il} of 

Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand. 7-9 Deccmbc1 2006. ror 
mfomiabon, contact Jacqui Leckie al 
pcqt11 leckJc(.(l:.toncho\\ .owgo.ac. nz or Judy Bennett al 

judy bcnne1t@lstonebc.1w otago ac.nz 
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