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was “an element of a social totality 
involved in a process of historical 
change” (108), holding both negative 
value as iconic inversions of proper 
moral conduct and positive value as 
sources of reflection on social change. 
Even the profoundly marginalized and 
nonverbal woman mentioned  earlier 
had a discursive function for the 
Kakoli, for whom the causes of such 
troubles were far less important than 
their effects. It would be interesting 
to explore the extent to which Kakoli 
have taken up the pseudo-biological 
causal explanations for madness com-
mon in Papua New Guinea today—I 
am thinking of marijuana use, a topic 
Goddard brings up, briefly, in his 
account of only one patient—and 
whether such explanations articulate 
a more “modern” conception of the 
 person. (Indeed, this book should 
prompt serious reconsideration of 
what exactly discourses about mari-
juana and other drugs accomplish in 
relation to mental health in the con-
temporary context.) 

Goddard’s critique of the vacancy 
of the culture concept in psychiatric 
services highlights the fact that culture 
operates as something of a “black 
box” in many institutional contexts 
in Papua New Guinea. While cultural 
difference is almost always acknowl-
edged as an essential feature of PNG 
life, it is rarely brought to bear in the 
actual delivery of services; it is indeed 
a “paper concept.” As a holdover 
from colonial governance strate-
gies, culture appears also to serve a 
chiefly “discursive function” for the 
state and its medical appendages—
justifying control here, rationalizing 
nonintervention there. Most provoca-
tively, in the “current climate of aid 

and ‘capacity building’” (xi), Out of 
Place refuses to provide the epistemo-
logical comforts of treating Kakoli 
 madness as a simple matter of cultural 
frameworks, systems, or beliefs. In 
light of the increasing constraints on 
researchers interested in health and 
illness in Papua New Guinea, this 
book has considerable value as a 
 critical intervention that does not offer 
easy answers or development-ready 
insights.

barbara andersen 
New York University

* * *

The Lihir Destiny: Cultural Responses 
to Mining in Melanesia, by Nicholas 
A Bainton. Canberra: anu e Press, 
2010. isbn paper 978-1-921666-84-1; 
isbn pdf 978-1-921666-85-8 xxiv + 
229 pages, maps, notes,  bibliography, 
index, color photographs. Paper 
a$24.95; free download from 
http://epress.anu.edu.au/titles/asia 
-pacific-environment-monographs/ 
lihir_citation

For roughly two decades, the gold 
mine on the island of Lihir in Papua 
New Guinea has been one of the most 
important mines in the Pacific in terms 
of its size, environmental and social 
impact, and the cultural significance of 
the area in which it is located. Despite 
this fact, very little has been published 
about the mine until now. Nicholas 
Bainton’s new book, The Lihir Des-
tiny, is a welcome corrective, provid-
ing a broad and worthwhile overview 
of Lihir and its mine in a format that 
is clearly written and available free of 
charge through the anu e Press.

Papua New Guinea is well known 
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in the anthropological literature for 
having a history of “cargo cults”—a 
term that many scholars feel exoticizes 
and reifies a wide variety of indig-
enous social movements. Lihir is no 
exception, and the central question 
of Bainton’s book is, what happens 
when the cargo comes? The mine has 
brought a massive influx of wealth 
and social change of the sort predicted 
by early prophecies of “Lihir’s Des-
tiny,” and contemporary Lihirian life 
is marked by the rise in popularity of 
“personal viability” movements—a 
form of self-help and personal devel-
opment imported from Australia and 
the United States. What counts as a 
“cargo cult,” with all the irrationality 
that the term implies, when the cargo 
has actually arrived? And where is the 
line between the exotic cultural prac-
tice of others and seemingly normal 
Western cultures of self-help? By put-
ting Lihir under a microscope, Bainton 
both humanizes Papua New Guineans 
and challenges the simplistic analyses 
of past anthropological theorists.

Unfortunately, the book is not as 
problem driven as it could have been, 
and the overall arc of the story that 
Bainton wants to tell sometimes gets 
lost in his general ethnography of 
Lihir. Luckily, that ethnographic work 
is superb. After an introduction laying 
out his general theme and his situation 
in the context of the wider anthropo-
logical and geographical literature on 
mining in Melanesia, Bainton moves 
directly to a second chapter describ-
ing the mine and its creation. A third 
chapter deals with the history of Lihir 
and prophetic movements antedating 
the mine. The next chapter provides a 
basic background of Lihirian culture 
focused on social organization, cus-

tomary exchange of shell wealth, and 
mortuary ceremonies. It is only with 
this background in place that Bain-
ton documents social change in Lihir 
and the rise of the personal viability 
movement in the final two chapters. A 
conclusion summarizes his argument.

Though the inclusion of all this 
background means that Bainton saves 
the best for last, the ethnography and 
history is of the highest quality. The 
chapter on Lihirian history shows a 
mastery of the historical sources. It 
is particularly worthwhile because it 
allows Lihirians to speak for them-
selves (and without pseudonyms) by 
extensively quoting prophetic docu-
ments and public statements—often 
for the better part of a page. The 
chapters on the creation of the mine 
and its social impact show a superb 
grasp of the large body of unpublished 
literature the mine has generated. 
Bainton’s long history with the mine, 
as both a student and a social impact 
consultant, has clearly positioned him 
well to write the definitive account of 
Lihir.

At the same time, Bainton is not a 
presence in his own ethnography and 
is not overly reflective. This prevents 
a certain amount of navel-gazing, 
although I am sure some readers 
would like more discussion of his role 
in the events he describes. Overall, I 
feel his personal involvement strength-
ened rather than detracted from the 
book. Bainton treats extremely politi-
cal and potentially explosive topics 
carefully, and while he humanizes 
mining executives and apocalyptic 
prophets in prose that is evenhanded, 
he is honest and straightforward in his 
presentation. Overall, he has done a 
remarkable job of threading a mine-



464 the contemporary pacific • 24:2 (2012)

field of representational issues with 
care and common sense.

The Lihir Destiny is highly acces-
sible. Although topics like mortuary 
ceremonialism and environmental 
policy are often subject to technical, 
unwelcoming prose, Bainton writes 
extremely clearly and even the more 
idiosyncratic aspects of the book are 
easy to follow. Indeed, one of the 
remarkable things about the volume 
is just how wide Bainton’s expertise is 
across a variety of topics. Best of all, 
pdf and e-book copies of The Lihir 
Destiny are available via open access 
and free for download from the anu e 
Press, which is quickly becoming the 
premier scholarly publisher in Austra-
lia. While some may wonder about the 
production values of an open-access 
press, The Lihir Destiny has been well 
edited and produced to high profes-
sional standards; the many color illus-
trations of the paper books are clear 
and high quality; and the metadata 
and text of the digital versions are well 
formed and can be easily annotated or 
copied in any standard pdf or e-book 
application. Overall, Lihir has finally 
gotten the ethnography it deserves. 
Bainton’s book can be read by a wide 
audience in a number of disciplines 
and will be of interest to anyone con-
cerned with mining, religious move-
ments, or the Pacific. Anyone inter-
ested in these topics should download 
the volume today and have a look.

alex golub 
University of Hawai‘i, Mānoa

* * *

Villagers and the City: Melanesian 
Experiences of Port Moresby, Papua 
New Guinea, edited by Michael 
Goddard. Wantage, uk: Sean Kings-
ton Publishing, 2010. isbn 978-0-
9556400-6-3; 177 pages, photo-
graphs, tables, notes, bibliography,  
and index. Cloth, us$99.99.

Building on forty years of anthropo-
logical research associated with Port 
Moresby, Michael Goddard, editor of 
Villagers and the City, has gained a 
reputation for providing rich insights 
into the experiences of Papua New 
Guineans as they carve out their lives 
in the settlements of that city. For 
those with an interest in the evolution 
of Melanesian cities in the postcolo-
nial era and how cultural diversity is 
expressed in the behavior of residents 
as well as in the city’s urban form 
and structure, this publication is an 
important contribution to that body 
of work.

The six articles in this collection tell 
how Papua New Guineans experience 
life in and around the bustling city of 
Port Moresby, the largest urban area 
in the Pacific region. The chapters 
focus on aspects of urban life that are 
generally out of sight of most non-
Melanesians who venture there. The 
contributors, from the fields of anthro-
pology, ethnomusicology, and human 
ecology, supplement their stories of 
urban life with insights on the societies 
from which rural migrants come and 
with which those migrants continue to 
retain strong kin and ethnic connec-
tions. The result is a set of contrasting 
stories linked by the detailed perspec-
tives and views of non-Melanesians, 
who paint a picture of the dynamic, 
vibrant, yet challenging cultural melt-


