
BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: John C. Ernstberg, 76, former beach boy
musician and retired City and County lifeguard 

"Be,6.oJte, you can go .in the [hotel] JtOOin6 an.d p.iay. They 
didn't ~top you bec~e ·they Welte on.iy the boy~ on the beach 
that Welte ~e~tenading. So they tltMted." 

John Clement Ernstberg, Hawaiian-German, was born in 1910 in Kahului, 
Maui. His father, Joseph Clement Ernstberg worked for Kahului 
Railroad. His mother, Elena Kupa, lived in Huelo, Maui. As a child, 
Ernstberg visited his grandparents living on O'ahu. When the family 
moved from Maui they stayed for a while at that residence in Kalia, 
Waikiki. 

When Ernstberg was still in elementary school, the family moved to 
Gazette Avenue in Kapahulu. He was the oldest of four children. He 
attended school at the Downtown St. Louis campus from elementary 
through high school. 

Ernstberg grew up spending a lot of time around Waikiki. He learned 
to play music and began serenading neighborhood houses. At age 
seventeen, when his mother died, Ernstberg went out on his own. He 
worked various jobs including interisland steamship crew and pineapple 
field worker. But he soon found his way back to the beach where he 
earned his living as a beach boy. At night he took musician jobs. In 
1935, Ernstberg was offered a lifeguard position which he accepted. 
He stayed with the force until he retired in 1972. 

Ernstberg and his wife, Mary, purchased an apartment on Waikiki's 
shoreline in 1965 and have resided there since then. He enjoys daily 
swims and occasional skin diving. He also golfs regularly. He is an 
active member of the Elks Club, Outrigger Canoe Club, Hui Nalu Canoe 
Club, Kamehameha Lodge, Polynesian Voyaging Society, Musicians' Union 
and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

101 



102 

Tape No. 13-21-1-85 and 13-22-1-85 

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW 

with 

John Ernstberg (JE} 

March 18, 1985 

Honolulu, o•ahu 

BY: • Iwal ani Hodges (I H) 

IH: This is an interview with John Ernstberg at his home in Waikiki, 
Honolulu, Hawa;•; on March 18, 1985. Interviewer is •Iwa1ani Hodges. 

Okay, so let•s start with Maui. When were you born? 

JE: 1910. 

I H: And where? 

JE: At Kahului, Maui. That was 1910. 

IH: What were your parents• names? 

JE: Joe Clement. Joe Clement Ernstberg. At that time was Joseph Clement 
---Joseph Ernstberg Clement. Because of the German name [during WWI] 
he put •em in the middle. So he was going by the name of Joe Clement. 

IH: Ah, ah, [yes]. But Ernstberg is actually the real last name. 

JE: That•s right, that•s why my name is John C. Ernstberg, C for Clement. 

IH: Ah, ah, okay. What about your mother, what was her name? 

JE: Well, my mother (Elena Kupa}, I think, was born in Maui and lived 
in Huelo. Huelo, Maui. That•s East Maui. Yes, East Maui, up 
towards Hana, the roads that go up to Hana. 

IH: Huelo, Maui. She•s Hawaiian? 

JE: Hawaiian. Pure Hawaiian. 

IH: Pure Hawaiian? So you•re Hawaiian, Caucasian then? 

JE: Well not very much Caucasian, most Hawaiian. The Caucasian, the Haole 
part, the German part of it is on my grandfather•s side, more on my 
grandfather than us, you see. we•re about three generations, three 
or four generations. So the blood very little. But we do carry 
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the German name. 

IH: So your father was part-Hawaiian too? 

JE: My father was Hawaiian and German. You see, I have Ernstberg from 
the third generation. Fourth generation maybe. 

IH: Are you the fourth? 

JE: I'm the fourth generation. 

IH: Oh, wow. 

JE: That's why it's been handed down from first one. I don't know my German 
grandfather. I haven't seen him. But I carry the name and I born 1910. 
I don't know what happened to my great-great grandfather. And I don't 
know nothing about that because my family haven't talked very much about 
that part of the German side of the relative. 

IH: What was your mother's maiden name? 

JE: My mother's maiden name was (Elena Kupa). [JE gets a Palapala Sila Nui, 
a property deed.] See I kept---this is the property I own up in Huelo. 
All of this, there, from 1850 something. You see made up in Haole and 
Hawaiian too. This is the property that we own. My grandfather in 
those days had to pay up for those property after they been taken. Then 
I kept all those things. They filed that things all up in the paper. 
So there is no way of them doing anything with the property. I pay 
the taxes, every year. 

IH: So this was from your mother's side? 

JE: That's right. See, my mother inherit that from her grandfather. But 
I come to think about it, I think my mother was adopted. I think. 
My grandmother or grandfather on that part, he was only smart Hawaiian 
that held onto the property as much as he can. He couldn't pay or 
do things Hawaiian. (He sold property to pay taxes. He owned a 
lot of land.) 

IH: [In referring to a name written on the deed:] Was this his name-
Kamohai? 

JE: No, his name ... [JE studies the deed.] No, that's the Land 
Commission selling all the land, all this papa inside here, you see. 
Whole bunch of 'em. I keep all of this. ~reads from deed.] Helen 
Clement Ernstberg, died September 18, 1927. Joseph Clement same word 
[Ernstberg], died December 30, 1950. 

IH: Oh, your mother died young then, huh--1927? 

JE: That's right. My mother was very young. They were married young. 
She was working, work in Kahului Dry Goods. My grandfather's name 
is Piohi'a. You see all these deeds are all in here. 
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IH: Your grandfather's name was Piohi'a? 

JE: Piohi'a. They all inside here [JE refers to deed.] I kept every 
strip of paper my grandfather had so they wouldn't have any doubts about 
who owned the thing. Because they only believe in what's written on 
paper. Show me a piece of paper and I'll show you the thing. But when 
you go verbal, it's nothing. Anybody can verbal. When you gotta prove 
it, due in court, you gotta put black and white in front of the judge's 
face before he believe it. Not verbal. Verbal is just hearsay. You 
can't prove by that. So they don't want to fool around with that. I 
talk to my lawyer, I have a lawyer. In order to do this (prove claims), 
you gotta work like hell. I have properties all over the place. 

IH: How long were you [living] in Maui? 

JE: Well, when I was growing up, when I was small boy we're going back 
and forth to Maui because of my Dad playing (baseball for Kahului 
Railroad). Until he get through playing baseball up there (three 
or four years), he came back to Honolulu and worked in Interisland 
Steam & Navigation [Inter-Island Steamship Company] as a clerk, in 
the office up there on Pier 12, at the time. 

IH: So he used to go Maui just to play baseball? 

JE: Yes, when he get through playing baseball up there, afterwards they 
disband the baseball team, you know, he working at the Kahului 
Railroad. I lived about two doors away from Maui Palms. Just across 
the street they selling lot of things like a market place, all open 
inside. Well it was over there. They break down. Those were 
plantation houses. You work for a plantation, they give you housing. 
So he was working for Kahului Railroad. He got a house and screen 
looking out at Kahului. At that time, the railroad ran right through 
the middle of the streets. 

IH: Uh huh, [yes.] You lived on a plantation home then? 

JE: Yeah, I lived right across of there till my grandmother wants me to 
come back home. I catch the Mauna Kea or whatever because they didn't 
have any planes. You catch the Mauna Kea over Kahului Wharf because 
you just walk to Kahului Wharf. They leave every Sunday night to come 
back to Honolulu. So I come over and they pick me up here and go home. 
When I go back to Maui, I go right back to Kahului Pier and my father 
pick me up over Kahului and I go home. Probably in about two or three 
different times, you know, sending me back and forth. 

IH: When you came over here, where did you stay? 

JE: Well, I stayed different places when I was going .••• Kalia, I think 
I remember, where the 'Ilikai is--Hobron Lane, in front of Hobron Lane. 
It was between Pua Ka'imi, old man Pua Ka'imi. And there was a store 
across the street that was called Kam [Look] Store. And then Lippy 
Espinda living on the right, the other side of the street. All the 
Espinda family was living across the street from me. But we were on the 
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seaward area of the place. And I was growing up there, where I used 
to go to school. I go to Hobron Lane and Kalauokalani lived over there 
before. He was a clerk, I think, for the City & County of Honolulu. 

IH: When you stayed at Kalia, you stayed with your grandmother you said? 

JE: Yeah, I lived with my aunt there and grandmother. They all came down 
and live a little place over there, on the beach. 

IH: What was their name? 

JE: My grandmother name? Oh, Mrs. Legros? 

IH: Legros? 

JE: Yeah, Rebecca Legros. 

IH: And what about your aunty, what was her name? 

JE: My aunt was Mrs. Hiram Bell. 

IH: So they both lived in that Kalia home? 

JE: Yeah, was kinda big, that house. Lived on the beach. 

IH: What did it 1 ook 1 ike? 

JE: Ah, with shutters, you know, that with the stick up. And they get 
louvers like this--where the rain. It was an old country house. 
Everybody used to live there. Jarretts used to lived there. A whole 
bunch of people used to live all along there. 

And at the time, had one little dredge. I think that belonged to 
Dillingham. I think he's the one that dig up in front of the Natatorium 
because he's the only one that got a dredge. He must have dug up there, 
that place right across from Sans Souci to Public Baths. That place was 
dug up see. That's how the Natatorium is sitting on that dug up. 
That's why half of the Natatorium, one side, and then this big thing 
running through, and then the other half of the Natatorium is on the 
other side. So they built a thing that go across, to join both ends. 
And they build a wall down and they put two openings on both ends of ah, 
the Natatorium so that free-flow water going through. They have that 
big pipes with screen across so that nothing go in. Then we swimmed 
over there. They put platform. They put a board with, uh, floaters 
underneath the thing so that the thing came up, when a guy dived 
off, you know. That is a hundred and ten yard pool. 

I H: The Nata tori urn? 

JE: Yeah, a hundred and ten yards pool. But it's originally called a 
hundred yards because---they have a floating thing back and forth, two 
ends of the place, float back and forth. So they took off five feet 
here, five feet there, so you win. You get one hundred yards. So that 
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when they swim they touch the thing and then turn around and go instead 
of touching the wall. Then they have a little things---that floater 
go up and down in that thing so that you never touch the wall. Five 
feet of it you don•t touch and same like the end. 

IH: Okay, so going back to the Kalia area, what else do you remember about 
that area? Did you folks---what kind of things you guys did as small 
kids, you know, what other kids do you remember over there? 

JE: Oh, we used to do a lot of running over here. When you were kids you 
loved to run, play outside. Only at night you couldn•t stay out too 
late because the policeman come down. Come on the horse. Hawaiian 
policeman, the Kahanamoku family. You know, the Kahanamoku family? The 
father was a captain, was a police. At that time, they used to burn 
everything down on Ala Moana Beach. You know where Ala Moana Beach now 
is, well, that used to be a dump pile. They used to burn things up there 
until the thing was way out. 

Then Hawaiian people, a lot of people used to live up in Kewalo Basin. 
Hawaiian people used to live out there, like they try to do now in 
Makaha. I don•t approve of it. Before, in the olden days, not too bad. 
You know, you live out in Kewalo, you live out on the beach like that, 
nobody bothered you, see. Most of the people lived in, houses. The 
Hawaiians liked to live on the beach. I do too. I like to go still lie 
in the sand on the beach and sleep at night on the beach up there. The 
water come up, nights, you can hear all the wave. But nobody bothered, 
see, at that time. You live good. You go up and go fishing like that 
and come home. 

Instead of come home, I used to live up Nanakuli and help my stepgrand
father that was living up there. He get a homestead up in Nanakuli and 
I used to go up there and help him with his cesspool. Dig cesspool. 
They didn•t have any cesspool like • • • • Even Gazette Avenue, where 
when I was living over there, they didn•t dig any kind of cesspool or 
anything there. You had to dig your own cesspool. All had cesspool 
there, at the time, until they started to put big pipes in. Our place 
was the last one they ever built, ah, drain and things like that. 
Before used to be flood, muddy place, in Kapahulu. We live lot of mud. 

IH: You were saying about your home in Gazette, on Gazette Avenue, 
where was that? 

JE: Was right on the other side of Monsarrat Avenue--the street that go 
up the Fort (Ruger) way is Monsarrat. The next street is Gazette, 
but they got a Hawaiian name on that [Kauna•oa Street]. I forget 
already. 

IH: When did you folks move to that address? 

JE: Oh, I don•t know. They moved because we didn•t own the land. You 
see, we was staying with our folks and they•re the ones that bought 
the property, that two people. Legros was my step-grandfather. He 
built one property up say about five thousand square feet up and 
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my grandfather lived down the street. But the real grandfather, John 
Nawai, he's dead, both of them. My last grandfather, step-grandfather, 
the police grandfather, died recently. He was seventy-seven I guess or 
eighty-seven, way around there. He was the policeman. And the other, 
fireman, Hiram Bell, he died. He stayed in the house in the back. He 
took up the mortgage from the other house and stayed there--Hiram Bell. 
I have a cousin, like Mrs. Mendonca. She's my cousin. That's her 
father, Hiram Bell. They come from Kohala. 

IH: They lived in the Kalia house? 

JE: They the ones that moved to Kalia house. Because my aunt (married to) 
to Hiram Bell, she's the daughter of my grandmother (Mrs. Legros) and 
my father that's his sister. So that's how we lived, we lived with our 
(aunt) like Hawaiian style. (Chuckles) Just live. 

IH: Do you have any other brothers and sisters? 

JE: Yeah. I have a brother that's working there by twenty-four hour service 
station, over here on the Ala Wai service station, on the corner. Well, 
my brother works for the people that own the property over there--Hung 
Vee, [Hee Hing] all that chop suey dinner and things. Where the 
boarders get robbed the first day they opened. Well, there, that's 
where my brother works, for them. They went inside, and (chuckles) 
I don't know what they did out there. My brother works for them. 

IH: What was his name? 

JE: Ernstberg, just like me. Only his name is Joe. He named from my 
father. My father name is Joe, Joseph. I'm John. And I have another 
brother, William, William Ernstberg. He's the one stays up Martin 
Street [Kalihi Waena]. He's the next to me. And then my sister lives 
in Nanakuli. So, there's four of us. 

IH: Were you the oldest? Where are you in the family? 

JE: I'm the oldest. I'm the seventy-(four) going to seventy-(five). The 
other ones behind of me, my sister is about seventy, I guess. And this 
brother of mine, I think he is in his sixty or fifty. This my youngest 
brother, Joe. He used to work for Bekins [Moving and Storage]. And then 
he went into the army, he retired and then he worked for these people. 

IH: What elementary school did you go to? 

JE: St. Louis. They're all one, they have college and grade school too. 
There were grades and everything. 

IH: And where was St. Louis? 

JE: St. Louis was over in 'A'ala Park between Beretania [Street] and 
Vineyard [Boulevard]. What street is the next one? Vineyard? 
Yeah, I think so. 
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IH: Yeah. 

JE: Yeah, the next street. Well, all of that, where the theatre used, the 
Japanese theatre, well, that whole block was all St. Louis. On the back 
of that had a little side street and in the front •••• Well, I was 
on the upside, up towards the mountain and they were downside. You 
started from first grade up, over there, first grade, second grade in 
one room. Then third grade and fourth grade tn another room. Fifth 
grade, six grade another room. Seventh grade and eighth grade another 
room. Then you go to college. And right in the middle of the building, 
that's where the sophomore and junior. 

IH: And what year did you graduate from there? 

JE : Well, I didn't graduate. 

IH: Oh, you didn't graduate? Ah .•• 

JE: When my mother died---at the time we were growing up I was mostly 
Hawaiian, and my grandfather wanted us to work and things there. But 
I didn't care much to go to school. I wasn't very much for grade 
school. I went up to about seventh grade. I quit. I went to work. 

IH: You had to work after that? 

JE: Because my mother died, I went to work. I didn't want to stay under my 
aunt or my grandmother. I wanted to go on my own. So my brothers and 
everybody followed me except my younger brother. He had to stay home 
because he was adopted by my grandfather, the policeman. Took care of 
him when he was small. So he stayed home. Just me and my brother Willy 
and my sister, we all drifted out when my mother died. 

IH: She died in 1927? 

JE: Yeah, that is 1927 when my mother died. 

IH: So you were about seventeen at that time? 

JE: Seventeen. My sister was fifteen. 

IH: So where did you go to work? 

JE: Oh, we took any kind of odd jobs. At that time, the jobs wasn't---you 
just go and take it. You took jobs that they pay you two dollars a day-
all day, with that kind of job you get. So I just took up anything. I 
went to work to interisland. Work with this, everything. I did any kind 
of job that didn't throw you into jail or get you into trouble with the 
police. You out on the streets, see, and policeman picks you up. Just 
long as you never get into no trouble. So I didn't get into no trouble. 
The only time .•• 

IH: Did they have curfew or something at that time? 
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JE: Eight o'clock. When you fifteen year old, you stay home. Aloha Tower, 
you under fifteen, soon as that thing, [Aloha Tower's] whistle blow you 
used to go in the house. Well, we never used to go outside most of the 
time unless our parents went out. What we did is stay home. We get in 
the house five o'clock, six o'clock get ready to go eat. Only children 
eat first. Adults eat later. We had a reason why we eat like that. 
Our folks was strict. 

When company came over the house, you don't come running in and listen 
in. When you have company--outside. That's where you belong. They 
don't want you to listen. Outside. That's where you belong. They say, 
11 You know where you belong--out ... So everybody stay out, nobody gawk 
around listen. You don't listen in on old folks. And the same way in 
eating time. They don't want children to listen in or get in on the 
conversation. You eat, all the young children eat first and when they 
through, out. They don't come back in again. So you all dressed and 
ready to go to bed at eight o'clock. You go sleep at eight o'clock 
because we had to get up early--three o'clock, four o'clock in the 
morning because in order to go to school. 

IH: How did you get to school? 

JE: Our school, well, down 'A'ala Park. 

IH: But how did you get there? 

JE: Come on the trolley. And I have to walk all the way from up there 
[Gazette Avenue], all the way down the park and wait for the trolley. 

IH: Kapi'olani Park? 

JE: Kapi'olani Park. Sometimes we can see the trolley coming, can see 'em. 
Run like hell, you know kids, run down there catch the trolley. Easy 
catch the trolley because they don't go very fast. We catch the trolley 
and takes you about an hour to get back, or there Downtown, maybe more, 
1 onger. 

IH: Wow, what was the route that the trolley took, from Waikiki to Downtown? 

JE: Well, from Waikiki you came all the way Waikiki, came up to McCully 
Street. Then you turn right. You go all the way up to King Street, 
going over this marsh land. Those are all marsh land down in there-
all across WaikfkT--marsh land all on the left, on the right, you know, 
towards the marsh there. Then you go down there, you turn 1 eft ,(onto 
King Street). Then you go out to, (on) King, (almost to) Kalakaua 
[Avenue], and there's another bunch of cars that come there (Punahou 
Street). They take the school children that go to Punahou [School]. 
That trolley comes around by King Street and everybody come off the 
trolley then go across the street and catch the Waikfki or Kaimuki or 
whatever bus that going back and forth through there. Then if you going 
to Punahou, you just all jump on the Punahou--small little trolley--then 
the Punahou take the kids all up to Punahou. Then they go up to Manoa, 
climb up Manoa hill and go back to way Manoa [Valley] they turn around 
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and come back, same way they do is put the trolley back on the __ 
tracks. They come on trolleys, come. They live all over Waikiki. 

I lived all over~ different places because I shifted on---everytime my 
aunt left Waik1k1 or someplace, they moved on, we would be moving on 
with my aunt. Whenever the family fight or something, then back to our 
grandmother or something like that. We been shuffled around until---the 
only time we ever left our family at the time when my father moved over 
to the Honolulu Dairymen•s. You know where the Honolulu Dairymen•s down 
Sheridan Street. That time didn•t have too much streets. Only one 
Sheridan Street that going right down Ala Moana [Boulevard]. That 
Sheridan right up Makiki Park. Goes right up Makiki Park to that place. 
That•s where we lived for a wh i le out there. We had a little house on 
the corner. My dad quit the department and went work with Honolulu 
Oairymen•s for a while. Then afterwards, he quit the Honolulu 
Dairymen•s then worked for the Royal Hawaiian [Hotel] for a while. Then 
we been shifted out back and forth here and there. We never was in the 
same place. 

As I was growing up you noticed things like that. Then soon as you get 
a little bigger and you can take care of yourself •••• My mother 
died. I stayed home because I loved my mother. I didn•t want to give 
her any trouble. She had enough trouble with my father so I didn•t 
want to give her any more trouble. So I stayed home, sort of watched 
on her. Soon as my mother died that•s all. I didn•t care for nobody 
else--not even my dad. He made my mother die too early for me. For 
seventeen, I wasn•t so very happy. So I left. When I went, all my 
brother and sister followed me out, outside. So we made out living on 
our own. We didn•t have any job but like I say you•11 have to go until 
you find yourself a job or something, something that 1 ll take care of 
you for the time being. So I went over here and there. Sleep here, 
slept there. Go on the beach. 

Afterwards I started to go on the beach and started to do work little 
bit. They picked me up. Like the Wai•alae Country. At the time, 1927, 
they opened up the Wai•alae_CQuntry Club. From Waikik1, I was hanging 
around the boys around Waikiki, they picked us up to be caddies for the 
club, the Wai•alae Country Club. So we were the first caddies that was 
over at the Country Club. They paid us fifty cents a round. In other 
words, you carried the bag for eighteen holes--big heavy clubs. They 
weren•t little clubs. (Chuckles) They were heavy Scotch irons, real 
heavy ones, not like this one. This one. They get new one. But the 
Scotch irons we had in the old days were good ones. They were from 
Mainland. They were Mainland clubs. The ones that were here, well, 
they were like kinda baggy clubs, you know. They weren•t new, just 
kinda old clubs. But most of the clubs, they came from the Mainland. 
The tourists, that came over, stayed over the Royal Hawaiian Hotel. 
They had their own taxi, yellow cabs. So everytime they go to the 
Wai•alae Country Club in the morning--say about seven-thirty, eight 
o•clock, before eight o•clock--you see these cabs coming. You know they 
were tourists of the Royal [Hawaiian Hotel] coming down to play golf. 
So we were in there, take the bags and go out. If didn•t have enough 
caddies, we carried two bags--fifty cents. We take that for about 
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six or seven months like that then pretty soon we went on a strike. 
We wanted seventy-five cents instead of fifty cents--a bag. 

IH: That was all beach boys that were doing the caddying? 

JE: Mostly beach boys, and some of the boys from Kaimuki, the boys that hang 
around at Kaimuk1 Playhouse--they called it up there. They all came 
down and they picked them up. And then, school boys and some older 
boys. They all came from down by Wai•alae Dairies. You know, Wai 1 alae 
Country had a dairy--Wai•alae Dairy--cows and things like that. At that 
time, was all open. They didn•t have a lot of---they didn•t have that 
big hotel there blocking that number one green. Yeah, they didn•t have 
that. That thing was all open. When you hit a ball, it goes straight 
out to Kuli•ou•ou. You can see all Koko Head. All that area. You can 
see everything out there until they shut it up with that hotel. That 
time was good. You can see. Well, I stayed there for years until they 
chased us out. We were too old. When you get too old up there, then 
they tell you •••• Well, they want somebody that they can dominate. 
In other words, they don•t want you to tell them. 

Well, we went back to work with them again, they gave us seventy-five 
cents. One day---we stayed away one day because the tourists couldn•t 
carry that big bag. So next day, they give us seventy-five [cents]. 
Ever since then, they didn•t care very much for the ole fellow because, 
talk going around, we went out there and we saw somebody that paid you 
a dollar or a dollar and a quarter and we all would take his bags. The 
other one--they said didn•t pay too good a money or say fifty cents, you 
know, or seventy-five cents, and no tip--we gave •em to the little boys. 

(Laughter) 

JE: From the side. And they used to get scared. We used to do that. But 
like I say like anything else, you always bullying around, you know, 
1 ittl e bully. But is no harm done. The boys did it and everybody did 
it. No harm done. But they didn•t see it that way because it reflects 
their command, you know. They want you to listen to them and not they 
listen to you. Just like the union now---that•s where our problem again, 
comes to the union. The union says we want higher wages and the other 
guy says .. No, you won • t have, you gonna have 1 ittl e wages... So they 
fight. They go outside. Well, the fighting are the same, only that• s 
on a bigger scale. We on the smaller scale. You think like that. I 
guess I was the only one that I used to go in there and they charge 
me for trespassing. Imagine. Trespassing Wai•alae Country Club. 
Everybody•s going in there. 

(Laughter) 

Well, Wai•alae Country Club was a private club--the Royal Hawaiian 
and things •••• In those days they can set the law. Steiner gave 
me thirteen months for trespassing on the property. You know, Judge 
Steiner, he•s the fellow. 

Well, he don•t know that, but he must know. He lived right around 
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the side of the Waikiki Tavern and I used to see him all the time. 
I 1d say, 11 Hiya, Judge ... He look me. But different like. (Chuckles) 
And we got to be friends. But his father owns that piece of property. 
Not the judge, the judge is just his son. And he get two more other 
boys, Ernie Steiner and all those other boys. Now Ernie Steiner•s 
son is a---I don•t know what he is now. I think he•s a judge too. 
Ernie Steiner•s son. 

IH: What other kind of activity, uh, work did you do on the beach to 
make money? 

JE: Oh, took out canoes. For make money, I was stationed mostly over 
the Queen Surf area. That•s what they call Surfrider [Hotel], on 
the other side, Queen Surf. I was there because over there had a 
bath house too, with surfboard lockers, and rented surfboards. 
That was run by a fellow by the name, 11 Sonny Jim ... 

IH: Sonny Jim? 

JE: Sonny Jim. It went down between the surfboards, and walked out, 
and went down the basement. Another little basement. They rented 
bathing suits and everything. Sonny Jim ran it. We hung around 
that particular area, a whole bunch of us. Some of the boys that 
came there Saturdays and Sunday, they didn•t work. They worked 
during the weekdays and they came there Saturday and Sunday. Then 
we form a little club--Queen Surf. Lot of boys 

IH: Who were some of the other guys in the club? 

JE: Oh, gee, I forget their name. All kinds of boys, Jacob Ing and 
all different fellows that come down there. Whole bunch of them, 
Johnny Makua, Mitch Shikake and, uh, Young. You know, the fella 
used to be in the Fire Department. He was Chief of Fire Department 
before, Young. Yeah, he, his brothers and the Reese family and 
everybody all up Kuli•ou•ou. All that bunch of boys used to come 
down to the Queen Surf and then we form a what you call a surfboard 
polo team. 

IH: Surfboard polo? 

JE: Surfboard polo. You haven•t seen a surfboard polo. It•s a game 
that was invented long time ago by the old beach boys at the beach. 
You see, you sit on the surfboard. You went over the Natatorium, 
or not by the Natatorium, right in front of the Royal Hawaiian [Hotel] 
beach there. And you put up a net, like a water polo net. Instead 
of swimming, you surf. You get on a board and surf. But you are 
not allowed to go sit on the board and throw down. The only one 
allowed to go sit on the board is the goal keeper and he was far 
away--a hundred yards. He had a little net go up like this. He 
blocked the net and try to get the ball in. On the surfboard. 
You paddle the board in front of you. You put the surfboard in 
front of you like this here, and paddle, paddle, paddle, paddle. 
And then when you want to pick up the ball, you have to pick up on 
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your hands like this here, and then throw 'em. But you can't sit 
on the board. You have to lie on the board with your elbows on the 
board and then throw the ball. If you want to pass, same way. 
With that surfboard polo, there was seven players--three forwards 
and three ah, back-up men, and one goal keeper they call him. So 
there was seven people playing. Use seven in this area and seven 
in 

We had what you call a hat on. You put on a cap, like a swimming 
cap. You got markings on top there--red and white, blue and 
white--like the Australians use. The Australians have those when 
you swim or play. Well, those are the things. I always thought 
about that game. They call it surfboard polo. And we take 'em 
down there. 

At that time, we didn't have any skegs on our boards. You didn't 
have no trouble with the skegs so they didn't have any scrapes. 
And you didn't turn around [the surfboard], you turn around [yourself] 
on the surfboard. You turn around backwards. You just spin yourself 
on the board and going this way. If you steal the ball from the 
other guy and going up for your goal, and go, go--they chasin' after 
you. 

(Laughter) 

JE: Then you get close. You cannot get too close--this was about seven 
feet away from the goal keeper--before you throw your ball. You 
throw the ball because they already getting close to your ball. 
Would be a foul if you get up on your board. They can blow the 
whistle and they take the ball away from you and pass 'em on to the 
next other guy. Then he take the ball, he goes outside the line, 
then throws the ball and then goes after. Throw to whoever. Then 
they go out the same 1 ike you do • • • • 

They don't play 'em anymore now because they don't know any of 
those things. You can play 'em now just as good. You can play it 
over at the Natatorium. Fix it all up. That swimming pool over 
there. You can have a good kinda game inside there like a surfboard 
polo game. Just like a water polo. Well, surfboard polo. The 
boards over there were ten feet and no more, ten feet boards, planks. 
Well, now we get fiberglass. You can make a five feet, ten feet 
planks like that. You can make 'em round on both ends so that you 
don't •••• Well somebody's trying to block you from going up 
to, his goal keeper. He can come right in and cut off, like that, 
with his board right on top your board, you see. He block you off, 
see. You gotta watch that. Sometimes if you got skegs, no good. 
So you gotta have without skegs and without points so that it won't 
injure. Sometimes you get a foul and then they put 'em outside. 
With that board you can do 'em. When the game isn't in play, then 
you can sit on the board and rest and talk and things like that. 
Then, when they blow the whistle, you get in line and (JE claps 
hands) go again, you see. They don't know that we have a surfboard 
polo team. Nobody said anything ••. 
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IH: Was it the Queen Surf [Club] that originated that game? 

JE: No, there was the beach boys over at, I think, Hui Nalu Club and the 
Outrigger Canoe Club. I don• t kn(}ll who originate the game but that 
game came up and haven•t been played ever since. I don•t know why. 
It•s a good game. Fine surfboard game. Only if you play rough then 
you get thr(}lln out of the game, you play rough, cut over cut •em 
off behind. Louis Kahanamoku, I used to run away fran •em. I used 
to catch his ball and go. Then I paddle, paddle and they hold •em 
back, my ball. I have to slide back and forth--eee, kick •em. 

{Laughter) 

Then go, see. At that time, I was young and been surfing all the 
time, so you in condition, you see. I was about, ah, nineteen 
twenty years old, you kn(}ll, you•re young. You can do that, you•re 
strong. You get muscles. Every day you paddle on the board, going 
like this, you pulling, you building yourself all up muscles. So 
you go up there, play and all that. 

IH: When was Queen Surf Club formed? 

JE: Oh, Queen Surf. For a while there were nobody around. Afterwards 
got a few people, new people cane. You see, old ones canes out, 
new ones cane in. Old ones cane out, go off the beach. So I started 
to work again. They call me up. John D. Kaupiko, Sr. I don• t mean 
the boy. The boy was just like me--going on the beach, doing surf
board work. Then he got to be 1 ife guard too on the beach. I work 
for his dad. His dad had seventeen umbrellas. Before that, he had 
other people doing that kinda work. But he used to go pick me up 
because we were Hawaiian, me and Johnny Makua. We were the one. 
Then a fell(}ll name 11 0X 11 Keaulani. He came fran there. Then, .. Laughing 
John .. , Johnny Ka • o. He came fran there. Those were all Hawaiian boys 
that came fran Queen Surf. We work our way up to Moana [Hotel]. 

See, at that time Moana Hotel, the Hui Nalu Club, was what you call, 
exclusive. They were in their (}lin gang. They had one head of that 
particular area, Hui Nalu Club, and that was [Edward] 11 Dudi 11 Miller. 
He was head of that canoe club over there. Then he couldn•t do the 
work. He wasn • t on the beach very much so he transfer over that to 
.. John D ... Sr.,--Kaupiko Sr. He say, .. Fran n(}ll on, you be the senior 
man here. I want you to keep these boys in line ... 

So those days, you couldn•t go on the beach without any top. Those 
days are Hawaiian style on the beach there. You couldn• t even walk 
arrund with a towel around your waist. Those things are barred. 
No gambling. No fooling around, playing ball. When he came, was 
all law. You just strictly worked, take canoes out. He (}lined most 
of the canoes, two canoes--Black Maria and another one, D(}llsett. 
He cane d(}lln there. He say, "You steer the boat only. You steer 
the boat only. You get off that boat. I don•t want yru on the 
boat ... It means you don•t get on the boat, or you going get second 
captain. But you don•t steer the boat. I used to go. 
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I used to go put umbrellas on the beach, on the other end between 
the old Outrigger [Canoe Club]. The beach was open see. They 
knock off all the wooden seats that was there all a 1 ong the beach, 
see. What they call the hau tree. They had hau trees growing all 
along the beach. Well that thing went pull up:- So I had seventeen 
umbrellas. We would carry 'em down there. I rake the beach first. 
Then I put all these seventeen umbrellas in line. Then for every 
umbrella, two back rests. You know, da kine lawn back rest. Then 
I had sane pillows that the Moana [Hotel] gave. It was green and 
white, green pillows. Then I would go back and I cane back with 
towels, Moana towels. Those are long towels. Big Moana tONel. 

So for every people that live in the hotel and they cane dONn, if 
they want to rent the umbrella it'll cost them four dollars a week. 
So I had that thing there for four dollars a week, all of them 
there. I worked for John D. Kaupiko [Sr.]. That's his. And I 
set 'em up two underneath, down in the sand. Open up the umbrella, 
put two seats back. Then put another umbrella, two seats. Then I 
get a tONel. I put the tONel on the back there. 

Now, I sign up any of the people that cane fran the Moana Hotel. They 
cane dONn the Hui Nalu Club. See, we were part of that f4oana Hotel. 
So when they cane down, they sign their name, they want to take a towel 
and umbrella, four dollars a week. Sign their name on the list there. 

That's for the Moana, little slip of paper, kinda yellON paper. Put 
their name on top there and everything. Then when they get through, 
assign them any one they want, empty ones. And put • em underneath 
there. They want the sun, put the thing out and they have sun. They 
have two tC\o/els for themselves. If they bring their tC\o/els, well, they 
can keep their tC\o/el. I put the tONel down, they sit down and I push 
up and they put on coconut oil. ... All along you see, all this 
place, 1 ool< nice eh? You 1 ook dONn there. 

See, because people never used to bother before. The only people 
that used to cane fran Fort DeRussy--the soldiers and the wanen. So 
when they came, little bad in front them [the Moana Hotel visitors]. 
Then we made banks, so they had to stay outside of the banks instead 
of inside. They used to lean up against the banks (laughs). I don't 
kna.~ ha.~ they can do that but they like it, I guess. Never bothered. 
Then afterwards, had two of 'em only. two fell ONS [beach services]. 
Hiram Anahu had one close to the Moana [Hotel]. I would take the 
other ones, anybody that canes dONn that wants umbrella. Sanetimes, 
they cane to HalekUlani [Hotel], they cane over [to Moana Hotel], 
want umbrellas. I sign 'em in, put dC\o/n (on) Halektllani (chit). 
We send (the chits) to John D. Kaupiko '[Sr]. (He takes the chits 
to the Halekulani Hotel to collect.) 

END OF SIDE ONE 

SIDE TWO 
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(Take it to) the cashier. They signed it. They give you the 
money because we were working with them. You couldn't get the 
chit. If somebody else got it, going up there, [the cashier] look 
at the fellow, they know they don't belong the beach, they catch 
'em. They couldn't cash it. It's only the boys on the beach. 

Every Sunday we used to go out there (Moana Hotel), serenade the 
managers and things. Christmas time, New Year time, they used to 
send us drinks and all kinds of things down there. We all have 
party down the beach there and all the guests come down and have 
fun. We play music, like a big Christmas or New Year Day. 

Those times there were a lot of football teams that used to come down 
here from Oregon, Stanford . Oh, they used to come down here and stay 
for one week or maybe two weeks. Then the next football teams would 
come down and play for Christmas and New Year's, play with University 
[of Hawai'i] and Honolulu, and town team, and all those different 
places. All big fellows, you know, from Kamehameha School. They 
hired the McKinley Alumni, Kamehameha Alumni Club. All different 
kind of football teams would play old Mo'ili'ili Field. 

IH: You were saying about Sunday nights, you folks used to always go 
down there and play. Are you talking about Moana Pier. 

JE: Yeah • • • 

IH: You used to go out there and play? 

JE: Yes, at Sunday nights. Sunday and Saturday nights, we used to walk 
up. You see, Moana [Hotel] had their concert too and Moana concert 
comes on about nine o'clock. But lot of people after dinner, They 
come out and walk and wait for the parties, for the concert. But 
in the meantime, they walk out on the pier and sit down. On the 
pier, going out like this there's a house like this ••• 

IH: On the end? 

JE: Yeah, that's it, both sides on the house like this and all in here 
(in the middle) have seats, had seats outside but when you come out 
of here, you get out here and you sit down and you watch everybody. 
If you want to watch the surfers, you go over this end, you walk 
here and you watch the surfers come inside down all around underneath 
the pier, going you know, water underneath, you watch this, at 
nights you can't see very much. But daytime, they can watch that. 

But at night, dark, all the boys go inside the pier, inside here, 
and this get seats inside here too. Seats outside and seats inside. 
So they go all around in the pier here and the boys all serenading 
in here. They all listen to the music. Some like to go listen to 
the concert. Some like to listen to the boys that play the guitars 
and the ukulele down on the pier. This pier there. Because the 
boys used to play nice American songs. And up here [Moana Hotel], 
was where regular Hawaiian hula dancing, like the old-time Hawaiian, 
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like the Bray Troupe. They believe in singing old Hawaiian songs 
and all that. Lot of Hawaii an • • • 

IH: That was the concert in the [Moana] Hotel? 

JE: Yeah, that belongs to the hotel. We could go in. Anybody could go 
into the hotel and then sit down outside the lanai. People from 
back, living in the back of the house, way back that used to live 
in Waikiki (people living on the rna uka side of Kalakaua Avenue), 
they come over here every Sunday night, sit down on the swing by 
the Banyan Court and listen to Hawaiian song. And then they sit on 
the lanai, big lanai. They sit down there and listen. They sit 
down on the front lanai. You sit down on the side is too far away 
from the concert. So they all sit down on this lanai, oh, all 
full. All the chair, they move •em all from the lobby. And some, 
they sit down on the steps there. There's a concert going on--a 
Hawaiian concert--sit down there and listen. The concert only for 
about one hour • • • 

IH: That was Bray's Show? 

JE: Bray's Troupe, mostly Bray's troupe. Afterwards, the Royal Hawaiian 
had their own Glee Club [formed in 1929]--Royal Hawaiian Girls Glee 
Club? All women's glee club. I have the pictures, some of them. 
There's lot of old Hawaiian Glee Club, like the girls who like to 
sing over at Kodak Hawai'i [Hula Show]. Lot of the ole ones all 
die. They play with the Bray Troupes too. They had luaus like 
that at the Bray house. They all play there. Lot of these Royal 
Hawaiian Girls Glee Club come over, over at the Royal Hawaiian. 
And Saturday nights, that whole lanai would be for dancing. They 
all got tuxedo, dance over there. Then Hawaiian band would play, 
Hawaiian musicians play over there--Johnny Noble and his Moana 
Hawaiians on the Moana Lanai. 

IH: Oh, and they had dancing? 

JE: That's right. They dance right in the corner. They dance from 
that end to this end [entire length of the lanai]. So they had 
a band play. Then they get Hawaiian music too--"Dudi" Miller, lot 
of Hawaiian musicians. When we were playing, we had Elmer Lee and 
all those different boys playing. Those were private---we used to 
go out the Royal [Hawaiian Hotel] play and out the Moana [Hotel] 
play. Before, you can go in the whole rooms and play. They didn't 
stop you because they were only the boys on the beach that were 
serenading. So they trusted. Now they don't trust anybody--too 
many robberies. We used to go up there and play for everybody. 
I used to go up in the rooms. They tell me, "Come up ... I bring 
my guitar with me and I go up there and serenade •em. 

Then we had a fellow out there, Joe Akana. He used to [ask], 
11 Where you been? .. 

I say, "I went upstairs." Then when I shake my guitar, boy, all 



118 

the paper money rattle inside. (Laughs) Holy! Whole handful of 
money. I make all the money upstairs playing by myself. I don't 
have to play with nobody. 

They tell me to play this song · •••• There used to be a fellow he 
came from Mississippi, he used to come down. He call me all the way 
from Royal Hawaiian Hotel. He just sit down wait till the afternoon. 
He go get little sun. He tell, "John, I want you to take me." I'll 
only take him on outside there. I paddle him out, him and me and 
the second captain, we go out there play (on the waves). 

One night, we came back, he sit down there, he say, "Bring your 
banjo." It's not a banjo. He say, "Bring your banjo. I want to 
hear some song." 

I go there. I used to sing songs 1 ike, "Under the bamboo bridge, 
by the waters of Kalua ... [JE sings.] "Underneath the bamboo bridge, 
by the waters of Kalua." That's the song. 

He say, "Sing me the bamboo bridge ... (Laughs) I go get my guitar 
and play 'em for 'em. That's how to get along with 'em. I used to 
get along with all those tourists out there until • 

You know, one time I was over the Moana [Hotel] down there. I work 
down there most of the time, down Moana taking canoes. Up this 
side [ • Ewa of Moan a Hotel] was a fell ow name "Sally"Hal e that works 
for the Outrigger Canoe Club. He was the head captain over there. 
So I saw a big bunch of people out in front the Royal [Hawaiian 
Hotel]. This canoe sitting there. All this people standing up, 
and he was over there. Pretty soon, I hear a whistle. "John D." 
[Sr.] say, "Hey, look, they whistling down here. What's that?" 

I look down that whistle, I hear him calling me to come. So I went 
up there, and I ask, "What's a matter?" 

They say, "We won't go out." They don't wanna go out without 
a Hawaiian. They say, "We came here in Honolulu. We wanna go out 
with a Hawaiian. We don't want the Haoles take us out." 
(Laughs) 

IH: •sally"Hale was a Haole? 

JE: Yeah, •tsally11 Hale was a Haole fell ow. He was the head over there 
[Outrigger Canoe Club]. 

And I say, "Okay." I go there. "Are you ready?!" 

They say, 11 Yeah!!" Push the boat down. Soon as I get there they 
all jump inside, all went out. They wanted Hawaiian to take 'em 
out. They didn't want no Haoles to take 'em out. (Laughs) From 
that time, they made me stay over there work. 

IH: Oh, you went work for Outrigger [Canoe Club] after that? 
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JE: Afterwards, well, 1---1 belong Hui Nalu Club see, but we all Hui Nalu 
boys, but I work for the Outrigger. Then afterwards, the Outrigger 
kept me to take care of all their boats over there for forty dollars 
a month. Till they call me go work lifeguard if I wanted to work 
1 i feguard. I say, "How much they pay you?" 

They say, "Three dollars a day!" 

IH: Three dollars a day? 

JE: Yeah, all day. You come about nine o'clock, whatever time you come, 
then you stay till about 5:00 or 5:30, everybody go home. And 
three dollars you get. Well, I make more money going outside go 
take people on the canoe and surfboard! I was making thirty, forty 
dollars' a day doing that, and go play music on top of that. Sometimes 
they stop you. They say, 11 Ah, we gotta play this afternoon Hawaiian. 
Oh, about three to eight, maybe till nine." 

You see, well, that was three dollars an hour. At that time, we 
didn't have a union. But we had set price--three dollars an hour. 
So I go play all these cocktail hours with me, [ Kepoikai ] "Spl ash 11 

[Lyons], [Francis] 11 Freckl es" Lyons, and maybe Pua Keal oha or 
whatever. 

We had ukulele. We play five of us. We all get on top one Plymouth, 
going, big bass sticking out. (laughs) And we used to go out and 
meet the boats, the ships that come down here. And we go out on 
a little boat and then climb the ladder and go look for their state 
room and play there. Play out on the deck while the boat sailing 
down the row. (Laughs) All this kind. Then we get through. He 
said, ''I want to see you this afternoon. This afternoon we having 
a party down in K~hala someplace." They rented a place down K~hala. 
We go up there, all this, ah, rich people, they all live--Bob Topping, 
Dan Topping, all those fellows. Dan Topping's the one that own the 
New York Yankees. And Bob Topping's the one that built the house 
here--up here on Diamond Head (Circle), that big house up here. 
Bob Topping owned that house before, married ah, Pualei (his second 
wife), girl from New York. He married that girl. The first marriage 
he had done on---you know where the Pantry House, down on Kuhio Avenue. 

IH: The Pantry House? 

JE: You know where The Pantry 

IH: The Food Pantry? 

JE: Yeah, over there. Well that street was block off. Most of the 
streets that go through here, they weren't all streets right through. 
They were block off. Half of it was blocked off, and you had to 
come from Ala Waf [Boulevard] in there, and go back to the Ala Wai 
and go back to a little street that went down. Well all that street, 
Paoakalani--that street right by Lili'uokalani [Avenue], Ka'iulani 
Avenue that thing was going the other way. You remember as you go 
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down that street or if you come from Kalakaua Avenue or you come 
from the Ala Wai, it wasn't a through street. That street was on 
the other street, the small street, Ka'iulani, small little street 
that came down and went down inside into Waik1kT. That was the 
street. No street at all in there. Well, inside there Bob Topping 
had a little place name Palms. Well, Bob Topping married a girl 
named Shada 

IH: Shard a? 

JE: Shada, her name was Shaddock, Jane Shaddock (his first wife). When 
they divorced, he left 'em that piece of property there and they 
had a big highrise (The Palms) over there (behind the Food Pantry). 
And then she had a lot of trouble. Then she married a Doctor Durrant. 
I don't know what happened. She's been going here and there. 

I heard rumours, been this and that. Well, I don't wanna get involved 
in that kinda things like that---what she does is her own business, 
not my business. And I don't like to hear people talking. You gotta 
prove what you talking about. She might be this one way---but I say 
when I have a friend like that I don't want people talk about those 
people and then tell me all those bad things. I don't want to hear 
it, because at the time they're my friends. I don't want to hear 
people talk bad about my friends. If they had, did bad things, I 
don't want to listen to nothing of that kind, of that sort. I get 
enough trouble hanging around each other. I don't wanna lose friends. 

They been friend with me and I been friend with them. They did 
nothing to me. Why should I do anything to 'em? Just because they 
go down and divorce this rich fellow and then they get all drinking. 
Drink, drink, drink to be alcoholic--what can I do? I can't go 
there and tell them. That's the worst thing you can do is tell them 
their mistake. I have no more friend after that. So I don't want 
to get me involved in any of those things. 

So I kept my bargain on the beach over there kinda clean. I kinda 
get outa there. Then if I go taking people out, you know, and then 
I tell 'em how much it cost to get on a canoe or take a surfboard 
lesson and I see they have doubts, I don't wanna take 'em out. I 
go down there •••• "Now," I said, "I've seen it up there that 
you want me to take you out on the surfboard." 

"Yeah. How much cost?" 

I say, "Two and a half. That's all it cost, two dollars and a half 
to go out there and I bring you back. And you don't have to worry." 

"Is it safe?" 

"Well, I'll take you by the place that's safe. I'm not going to take 
you in front where there's all traffic, you could get hit by somebody's 
surfboard and then I '11 have to take care of you so I don't want 
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that to happen. And I want to have you by tomorrow if you 1 ike it ... 
By tomorrow, they so tired to go out, they been out there and come 
back. Tomorrow they won't go out there. Their arms all stiff. 
(Laughs) You see. 

They say, 11 How much is that, two and a half? I want you to take 
my son this and that ... 

Then, I tell 'em .. That's seven and a half [for three children]. 
That's the price and if you want to take it, fine. If you want me 
to take you out, fine. If you want another boy, fine. I'll let 
you have another boy. But let's come to an understanding right 
here and then. We don't want to have any complaints afterwards. 
Now is the time to start your complaints. And if you don't want, 
right here we do it. You be happy and I be happy." 

IH: Did you have a lot of repeat customers, the kind that came back 
every year? 

JE: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. Every year they come. They look for you. 
Sometimes you not here, you see, and things like that. But like 
I say, we used to have summer kids. In the winter time, say December 
or January, then they all come--father and mother come. The kids 
all go to school. And then when the kids all come home, they get 
them on their back so they say, .. Let • s go Hawa i • i." They get on top 
Hawai'i, they get down here. They go with their friends. They go, 
11John? .. 

"What?.. Then we charge them thirty-five dollars a student. If they 
get two kids, seventy dollars, for them. Because we take part of 
it and the .club takes part of it. And all they do---this is for 
one week. 

IH: Oh, for one week, you take care of the kids for one week? 

JE: For one week. So they come down in the morning. I tell •em in the 
morning eight o'clock, 11 Go out ... 

"Okay." Those kids come eight o'clock in the morning. 

"Have your breakfast... I go out there, in one hour, come back. 
11 You go back in and have your 1 unch and have your nap. And you come 
back---! see you this afternoon, decide whatever we going to do. 
But I don't want you to come •••• " I don't want them to stay in 
the sun. They get sunburn, see. 

Then when they come, the father and mother say, "I want you tomorrow 
morning, .. and the wife come down. I give them massage--1 omil omi. 
We have a little place in there (at the Outrigger Canoe Club) that 
have tables and all that and Royal Hawaiian [Hotel] towels (brought 
by the guests). They were long, nice, long towels. And all of us 
used to give massage. At night been drinking sometime they say, 
11 We need you tomorrow morning, okay." 
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So we mix coconut oil. We get a little pot of coconut oil, 
wintergreen and rubbing alcohol. We mix that in a little bottle 
and then we shake 'em, see. They get coconut oil in there. They 
get wintergreen in there and they get alcohol, see. We just put 
the towel and rub round the back, on the stomach there. By the 
Outrigger Canoe Club, well, we had a little place upstairs, we 
build a big lanai--five or six people up there. That's what they 
call 11 an oil rub ... Hawaiian oil rub. 

IH: And you folks charge for that too? 

JE: One hour--two dollars and a half. They go there, lie down, take 
'em off, we give 'em massage, oil rub, you know. Oh, they like. 
Every morning they like that oil rub. Feel good, you know. Then 
they pau, they go walk outside. 11 Thank you ... Then they go outside 
and lay in the sun. We had all that kind, and they were all lined 
up along side the Royal Hawaiian wall--that big wall. Then, they 
had little things that you partition that you can put if they want 
to stay by themselves. They make, say make six in a group, make 
eight in a group. Make eight chairs • . Then I put another thing. 

IH: They had portable partitions? 

JE: Well, that they had this thing that you put 'em in the sand. And 
then you put a couple of sticks. Then they partition---nobody can 
go from here to there. They can sit down and 1 ook over and 11 Hiya, 11 

and sit down all by themselves, see, with the umbrella and things 
like that. When they get through, they stand up, they going upstairs. 
We take the towel. 

11 Are you coming back? .. 

They say, 11 Yeah, maybe this afternoon ... So we put the towel back 
and set 'em up and let 'em dry, and clean the place up. Set 'em 
all up. Eh, the money, the dough when they go home--clean up! 
Six hundred, seven hundred dollars, eight hundred dollars, you get. 

IH: Tip? 

JE: Yeah. 

IH: Wow! 

JE: That kinda tip they give you. They write down. They give you 
twenty, thirty dollars, forty dollars. Then they give your kids 
over there. You make a 1 ot of money • • • 

IH: You know, when you say the .. Royal Hawaiian wall .. , do you mean the 
wall of the hotel? 

JE: It's still there. The wall that goes around the beach. You lean 
'em up against that, see .•• 
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IH: That wall is about two feet high or something, yeah, the small one. 

JE: That's right. Then you put things, partition off, so that they be 
having a little privacy. Everybody have a privacy. 

Over ther.e, Jewish fellows come over. Well, that Jewish fellow's 
over there, "Hey, I was looking for you all day." They want an oil 
rub in the middle of everybody. The guy gave you fifty cents and 
he made all that noise. (Laughs) You see what I mean? 

IH: When you were saying about you and "Chicle" Daniels, "Splash" Lyons, 
Pua Kealoha used to always sing together at different parties, did 
you guys have a name for your group? 

JE: Yeah, yeah. "Chick" Daniels and his Royal Hawaiians. 

IH: Oh, yeah, that's what it was? 

JE: Yeah, "Chick" and, then afterwards came "Splash" and his Royal Hawaiians. 
We played, oh, Hawaiian Town, different places, off Kapi'olani 
Soul evard at that time, Charley Amalu ran the place. 

IH: Hawaiian Town? 

JE: Hawaiian Town. We used to go play there. We had a contract there. 

IH: When was this? 

JE: Ah say, about 1937, all that time. Had luau too. Yeah, little 
Hawaiian Town over there. The place wasn't built up too much. 
Just enough place you can go park your car and go in. Had a lot of 
fun. People can go who go night clubbing, go slumming. 

We had a canoe, what you call a canoe bar in the back. In the back 
had a big house and coconut huts and everything inside and you go 
inside and then you see a big canoe sitting on the rack, like that. 
Then they had a platform on top there and the bartender's on this 
side serving the drinks on top there and then you sit down on one 
of those coconuts. You know, the coconut branches, they cut 'em 
and then they make the stool. And they put a thing on top and you 
sit down there, put the legs on a place where you put your legs on. 

Then if we get social and we play facing from there to the bar. 
And the bar had all this kind Hawaiian stuff. This kind, glass 
ball, glass ball all around here in little clusters, all over the 
place. That's how Beachcomber all those fellows got the idea from. 
At first, 01 iver Lee used to play there and lot of other boys played 
there. The blind man, what's his name? 

IH: Johnny Almeida. 

JE: Johnny Almeida and his boy, Pua Almeida, they started there. Lot 
of other people. Well, Alfred Apaka didn't start there. Alfred 
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Apaka started over the Moana [Hotel] and different places and then 
he played over at the Hawaiian Village. 

IH: Hilton Hawaii an Village, yeah. 

JE: And there used to be a place over there that everybody used to go 
down there in that little house that run by Jerry Izuka. There was 
a night club there by, ah, Hawaiian Village, that Hilton Hawaiian 
Village where Alfred Apaka played and every other-- 11 Splash 11 played, 
11 Freckl es" Lyons and all those other people played there. Pua Almeida 
came in late and some more other guys played in that big place. Then 
some used to play over at the Moan a Hotel. Then the thing got big. 
Then that's where everything---after the war, then everything fall 
apart because then they had to go to different kinds of music. 

Now they get different music. They trying to bring back the Hawaiian 
music. It can't because they are different kind of people come, 
different. They want all rock and rollers. People out here come 
from the Main 1 and 1 ook i ng for jobs here. 

Before, people in the old days, they didn't look for jobs. They 
can get along with what they got. Not now. Now they all want to 
have car. When the car starts coming here, started everything all 
wrong, on the wrong side of the feet. Everybody start to get greedy. 
That's what my grandmother used to tell me. She say, 11 You 'anunu ... 
When you get 'anunu you spoil everything because • • • 

IH: 'Anunu is greedy? 

JE: 'Anunu means greedy and when you get greedy, you eat things. Some 
day you choke to death. You see, you eat too much, and you eat 
plenty, then you eat big, you eat fast, then you can't chew, and you 
swallow, then you choke to death. You see. But before, everybody 
take their time. There's no going here and going there, grabbing 
this and grabbing that, you know. You go out to work, yeah, fine but 
you don't go getting greedy. If somebody ask you for something you 
give 'em. Not now. Nobody give you, everybody want something for 
nothing. You can't get that. 

In the old days, you can get the things that you want. You ask for 
something, you get it. You go out fishing, there's a fish there. 
You don't go out, take a whole lot of fish, go home. Because what 
the use take 'em for, you only get that much, you only take what 
you can eat, that's all. If you want it, that • s there for the 
taking. Nobody's gonna take. 

Now, somebody gonna take some plenty, then they spoil the hole for 
you. Then they go over there, then they take a 1 ot of it. They 
bring their friends next day, until the thing all wipe out. Then 
you satisfied. You satisfied now, nothing? Yeah, okay, you go 
home, go with. nothing. 

So there you are, the old days you don't have to. It was there 
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for the taking. The limu was there. You want limu. You need limu 
now. All the Hawaiia"'ildo. I do. I know I ne~y wife need_s_ 
limu because she got goiter, in that for the throat and things like 
that. Before all the limu, all the lipoa and everything I can get 
here manauea, lipoa, w~'iole and eh, everything you like. All 
kinds of lfmu. You like llpoa? 

You like manini? I love manini, one, two manini. I go out there, 
see, I go on the reef over there when the tide coming up. You go 
out there with your net, walk outside on the reef, flat reef, you 
wait over there. Soon as the tide starts coming up, you see the 
man1n1. All big schools come up. They go on top of the reef. When 
the wave break, you can see them--all that green. You stay up there. 
You wait, wait, wait, wait till they all come on the flat one time. 
Throw. You look, you see the all green and spiral. You go in 
there and pick 'em up little by little now. Go pick up, put 'em 
all in your bag. You look--full, 'nough. Going home. 

Go home, all you do is make charcoal fire, out there. Then when 
the charcoal fire kinda all red you put little pan right over. Put 
the manini on. You don't have to clean the manini 'cause the manini 
eat llpoa. He don't eat nothing else. He just eat the seaweed. 
The seaweeds are good for you because my grandmother, everybody eat 
the thing raw. 

And at nights, we used to come on top the reef here, reef down 
Kalia. We going out there at night, sit down on the little p~kj. 
We stay inside there, we catch the little red fish they call a a'ihi. 
At night, I can hear my grandmother (JE makes sounds of scaling), 
you know, they scaling the thing because better at night when they 
fresh if you had 'em. Don't wait too long bumbai kinda hard you 
know. So, they pick all everything. They kXpl the salt. You put 
'em in the icebox. --

Two days later, one day later, or tomorrow you know when the salt 
soak in there, then they eat raw the thing--opae, everything. 
Anything you like. They go fish there. Any1Jnlt1g you want. 

See, the Hawaiian lived good. Never need money until the Haole say 
he cannot eat raw fish, so he need money. So he wanna buy steak. 
But nowadays they found out that eating steak is no good. It's the 
wrong thing to eat, you see, the steak, 'cause they get too much fat, 
cholesterol • 

In the old days, like now, they say, 11 The Hawaiians kinda, you know, 
little lazy ... No, the Hawaiian weren't lazy. My grandfather and 
everybody all went to work, they weren't a lazy one at all. They 
go in the water. 

My uncle everytime he wake me up. 11 Let's go ... He want to go fishing. 
And I go hold the bag while he throw the net. (Laughs) He go out 
with his throw net. He like to throw net. 
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With the fire department. One day you on, one day you off. One day 
you on, one day you off. Well, same thing. He come down. We get 
on the bus, he show ·his card, ticket, show 'em--free, ride the trolley. 
Policeman and the fire department were .free. They ride trolley free. 
They were all big Hawaiia~s, whew, yeah. They never was like this 
here. Before those Hawaiians. They had wide and everything else. 
Ah, you proud when you see Hawaiians working. All these Hawaiians, 
every place. Hawaiian had two jobs. They either go work policeman 
or fire department. Yeah, _they work fire, policeman, they pick 
'em up because Hawaiians were big. 

The Hawaiians over there never carry a gun. Who ever heard of a 
Hawaiian carry a gun. My grandfather got shot with a gun over here 
stopping one soldier going up there drunk one night shooting a .45. 
Ping! Ping! Ping! Going up Monsarrat [Avenue]. My grandfather 
heard that, he run outside, get the guy with a pistol. He shoot him 
in the anm right in here. My father had to go help 'em. He bring 
'em inside. He call the police, "Take 'em down." Well, that's the 
only time. My grandfather never carry a pistol. 

My grandfather stay in the middle of the street over there, and put 
the sign "Stop" and "Go" for cars you know, over on Kekaulike Street. 
Yeah, the "Stop" and "Go", my grandfather was over there, had a big 
mustache. He's a Frenchman. He's Legros, you see, Legros is a French 
name. He get mustache, long mustache like this [JE motions curled 
at the ends], Legros. 

And I go over there [Kekaul ike Street] and stay. He'd say, "Okay, 
Johnny, wait." I wait over there, wait, wait, wait till he come off 
that place. Then he go get the meat and everything and give 'em to 
me. He stop the bus, put 'em •.•• I go over there sit down with 
the motor man. The motor man is on the seat, I'm sitting there and 
I put the meat and everything. Get by Monsarrat [Avenue] over here, 
then I take off the meats and I go home. Right by that banyan tree, 
big banyan trees down the middle when you come inside from Kapi'olani 
Park, that's the tree. There were two big trees, two big banyan 
trees. The park keeper, they call him Superintendent of Parks, 
he lived in there. At first was a Portuguese, then afterwards a 
Haole fellow came in there--Lester McCoy 

IH: He lived right in the park? 

JE: He lived right in the park. 

IH: Oh, McCoy. That's why they named the pavilion after him? 

JE: That's right, that fellow. Down Public Baths same way. They had a 
park keeper (Gumpher), a fellow that take care of the Public Baths. 
Ah, I forget those names, so, so familiar. The girls, they all 
1 ive here, just 1 ike ah, "Rusty" Holt, and all those boys, "Rusty" 
Holt family. All Waiklk'i boys and girls, nice ••• 

IH: So when you took the trolley home from school that's when you used 
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to bring the groceries home? 

JE: Yeah. We didn't have any car 

IH: Ah, then you get off at Kapi'olani Park, and go home, yeah. 

JE: And go home with the groceries. I was the oldest. I gotta carry 
the groceries. My sister went to [Cathedral] Girls' School where 
[Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace] Catholic Church and Fort Street 
Mall? Well, the other part of the Catholic Church, backwards, 
were all Girls' School. You can see writing and things. Well 
that's where the girls, where my sisters and everybody went to 
school. 

I went to St. Louis School. They wear kinda you know, Catholic 
uniform, same kind. They haven't changed those things. Same 1 ike 
St. Louis, I guess, all the brothers are wearing the same outfit. 
Mostly local boys, some from the Mainland. After they graduate here, 
they go Dayton University. After Dayton University, they come back 
here teach school. Yeah, all of 'em. Have plenty Hawaiian boys. 
Yeah, Portuguese boy. I had a school teacher from Maui--Brother 
Ernest. He ran the band. He [taught] eighth grade. Brother August, 
Brother Ernest, Brother Steven, Brother David. (Chuckles} We call 
'em all brothers. They all wear black. 

IH: These were your teachers? 

JE: Yeah, when we come to school. We all stand in line in front this 
cl assroom--"D" class room--seventh and eighth grade upstairs. Five 
and six downstairs. {First and} second grade downstairs. Then 
fourth grade, fifth grade upstairs. (There were two buildings.} 
Brother Steven well, McCabe his name, Steven McCabe. There's 
a Brother David McCabe. 

IH: Those were all local boys? 

JE: They all Hawaiian boys, local. One graduated from the navy-
Brother David. He was with the senior class. Those fellows 
(the brothers} like all those hard boiled boys in Honolulu over 
here. They can do nasty over there then tell 'em, "Outside." If 
they want to fight, he say, "Okay." He just leave 'em like that. 
When the class recess--we have two recess, small recess and big 
recess--he close the door. He call the guy in, take off his coat, 
he say, "Now, we get in an argument you and me. You want to fight 
me, I fight you." 

That's the kinda way, the Hawaiians, you know. Yeah, that's why we 
lose you know, we lose all these fights, is through these. (JE holds 
up his fists.} And I keep telling 'em, they don't understand that. 
After they get drunk they want to use these. (JE shows fists again.} 
I tell 'em, "You folks, you see all the money that you spent with 
your drinking, if you saved it, and stop talking, and act like 
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a Haole, you be all right, you see." 

11 But well--- 11
, all mouth. Well you still alive, you still not in 

jail. (Laughs) You said, .. What the heck with your mouth, nothing 
wrong with it. 11 

Now, I says, 11 If you want to fight, you guys want to fight? I get 
a promoter for you. You go inside there, you fight, get paid for 
it. That's more sensible way then to go and fight for nothing. 
You gotta go into jail, pay for all this damages and all these 
things. Who's the loser? You! .. 

They tell me, 11 The trouble with us is we don't use this (head), 
we use this (fists). The trouble with this (fists) ends you in 
jail whether you right or wrong, YOU WRONG! In jail you go. 11 

The judge say, 11 Did you strike that man?" 

11 Yes!.. In jail you go. (Laughs) There you are. See you try to 
strike the first blow. These (fists) are weapons like just a knife. 
If you are a boxer, you go out, get in a fight, you get into trouble, 
they take your license away. You can't go box no more. You see what 
I mean. These (fists) are weapons. 

Get away from that. It's policeman duty, you walk away. You go 
way away across there and watch. If you in the crowd, they scoop 
the whole thing whether you in the thing, you innocent (JE makes 
sounds). 

11 That's your friend? .. 

11 Yeah." There you are, all go to the police car again. (Laughs) 

So you gotta be careful. I tell 'em, "Save your money because 
those are your only friend, they are ... 

You say, "Well .. , they tell me, ah, .. money is the root of all evil. 11 

I say, "That's wrong, absolutely wrong. They're not the root of 
all evil. It's HOW you use it. They give you these things there, 
but if you use it in the right way you'll get the right things. 
But if you use it in the wrong way • • • • What do you do? You get 
all this money, I think two, three in your pocket. So you go where-
you go to some beer joint, you sit down, you drink, drink, drink. 
Then you mad with somebody. Then it comes out you talking about 
the other guy. ( J E makes sounds.) 

Even if you go out to fight the guy, when you drunk you gonna lose. 
I'm telling you because, the guy gonna hit, you gonna be worse off. 
(Laughs) So don't go grumble about this kinda thing. Take your 
money home, go home. 

I go watch the contractors---after pau work, they all sitting down 
drinking. I say, "Don't you fellows ever have a home, a wife doing 
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some cooking waiting for you, the kids. Why don't you go home? 
Sit down over here, have a good time, good 'nough. You get fn the 
car, go out there, get in an accident. You are in trouble. And 

. then, there you are in the hospital--doctor bill all that stuff-
because you were drunk. Get into a lot of trou~le, and when you get 
into trouble that's no good; i-nvolves your wife, involves your whole 
family. You don't want those." 

You say, "How about you?" 

I say, "Nobody 1 ike me." 

You say, "Why?" 

Because I'm independent. Because I see a bad thing and if I tell 
you, you get mad maybe because I'm telling you about the bad thing. 
So I keep away from you. I get away from you. I take care of myself. 
If I want a drink, I go buy my drink. I don't want you to buy. 
Because when I sit down, I take maybe one beer, two beer and that's 
it. I'll go home. I don't want three beers. No, no, I want only 
two beers, I want to pay. I do the pay. If you want more, I give 
you. But I can't stay here all night long gabble with you. I get 
things to do. (Laughs) I gotta go. You say, .. Why?" 

I say, "W.hen I get through work, 6:00--6:30 my wife's got dinner 
waiting. The thing all cook. I come nine o'clock, your wife cook 
all that dinner from six o'clock waiting for you till nine o'clock, 
you think that's good? That's not very good. That's very bad. 
(Laughs) Why should she go cook for you and then wait till nine 
o • clock. • • • 

That's one thing you never want to do is get into domestic problems. 
The domestic problem is the worst, they break up a place. Then you 
get mad, and she get mad. Then pretty soon, you Hawaiian hardhead, 
you go hit •em with these two hands. Then you going in trouble. 
(Laughs) Don't do that. If you get mad, go outside, cool off. Go 
some place, go cool off. Then come back, pretty soon you forget 
all about it. When you get married, get yourself a home. Don't go 
on the beach and sleep and. • • • 

Lot of you folks, wait till seventeen years old, sixteen year old, 
you go get married and things like that, 'cause you didn't want to 
get married. Just like my father and mother this way. They were 
married I think maybe sixteen or seventeen. By the time she come 
thirty she's old already and have problems already. The young time 
they didn't have those and all of a sudden they start looking and 
have problems. My mother suffered all the time, while my father was 
out, come back, out when he feel like. Then when I was small, I 
saw it coming and when she died, that's it. I wasn't going to stay 
home. My father not home, I'm not going to stay home. When~ 
mother died, I ti rifted. I says, ''There's nothing for me to stay 
here, and take care." If now my mother was still alive, fine, I'll 
take care of her. 
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My mother used to wash clothes, cook and all that things, break her 
back. It was a hard way. Not like all these luxuries that we have now. 

Fire, certainly, we ironing clothes. I used to do a lot of ironi'ng and 
the kind charcoal ironing. Two charcoal iron, blow (whuff, whuff) 
push 'em to the wind. (Laughs) You know that kind charcoal iron. 
The charcoal iron was like this. You open up in here, see, and then 
you put two little things in back of the thing so we had two charcoal 
irons. From the back, you opened it so the wind come inside. When 
one pau hot, then you go outside, take 'em off, you get the other iron 
hot, and open 'em up and let them get the wind. And that time, (sigh) 
the clothes you had to wash them two, three times. And we use brown 
soaps. You had to put 'em in a big tub. When you wash take you--
tomorrow morning you wash 'em inside. And those white, you scrub 
'em until all plenty soap. Then you hang 'em on the lawn (without 
rinsing). We used to have one big green lawn. We put all the white 
clothes, all (lying) down on the (grass.) Wait till dry, then we shoot 
water, hose 'em down you know, and leave it again. Hose it down and put 
it in the tub. Wash by hand. Then we get bluing, you put the kind 
bluing. We put 'em in the Bull Durham bag. Put the bluing in there and 
hold 'em so that make the water all nice and blue. 

IH: The bluing? 

JE: The bluing, they call 'em. 

IH: And what did that do? 

JE: That make the clothes white. Not now you look you see bluing. Well, 
that time had---they come in little round thing. Then we used to put 
maybe one or two bluing in the little Bull Durham bag because grand
father used to smoke Bull Durham. You know, Bull Durham cigarettes~ 
Then they had the place where you have to roll the thing. It (the 
rolling paper) was up against the Bull Durham bag. You take the 
thing off and they open up. Then they make like that. (JE motions 
rolling the cigarette.) Then they put 'em in their fingers like that. 
Then they put the Bull Durham all line up like that. Then they make 
their thumb like that. (Packing down the tobacco.) Then they roll 
the Bull Durham. The Bull Durham roll like this you know. Then they 
close. When they close they go (lick the paper). Then they light it. 
You gotta keep puffing, if not, it die off because it's not tightly 
packed, it's loose. Old-time thing, Waik1k1, same way. I do the same 
thing. I don't smoke. I used to smoke when I was eighteen, nineteen. 
I used to do a lot of smoking. 

Then I used to paddle canoes and things like that. I used to do alot 
of running, you know. I loved to run. Then those days pau. Then I 
used to paddle canoe and things like that. Pretty soon I paddle for 
Hui Nalu Club. I used to go compete against the Outrigger and all 
those places. I said, "Hell, I better get in shape." Because then 
I have to captain the canoe club, Hui Nalu days. 

[John D.] Kaupiko [Sr.] called me, "Come, I want you to take the boys 
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out and go up there and practice. Go up to the buoy and turn around 
and come back." Sometimes two canoes go up. We race one another go 
up and was heavy boat .. 

IH: You guys had canoe races in those days . 

JE: The old days. 

IH: How many teams were there? 

JE: Three teams, four teams. The last time was 1936, I think, that I race 
in the [Honolulu] Harbor. At that time, had University, Honaunau, 
Kailua and yeah, three teams that come from Kona, come down here and 
race us. And over here, had University and one team from the Kahanamoku 
gang. Sargent Kahanamoku make one gang. I think the Healani, the 
Healani crew. I was with the Hui Nalu. Then there was the Surf Club. 
Now they turn to Queen Surf, you know. And then Outrigger Canoe Club. 
Then we race over near the wharf. Honaunau beat me, for the senior. 
He beat me three feet. I win every time I go, that time .... You go 
to Pier 10 from the Pier 2. You go way up by Pier 10. They had a flag 
there. You go around the flag and you go_ way out to the first buoy, 
outside the wharf. You go way outside. You go out on that buoy and 
turn around go back. Go all the way back again to the same place again. 
Then go around that buoy. 

END OF SIDE TWO 

TAPE NO. 13-22-1-85; SIDE ONE 

JE: There was "Freckles" Lyons. Oh, Jim, fellowname Jim, he crooked, 
crippled feet. Hawaiian name Jim. There was [Joseph] "Steppy" De Rego. 
He had crippled feet too. He plays the guitar. Jim plays the guitar. 
Charlie Brown played the banjo. 

At that time, banjo was the thing to play. Nobody carried the bass. 
Nobody heard of the bass, bass fiddle. Mostly played was cello because 
they was small, smaller. They played cello. But they never had the 
bass. Charlie played the steel [guitar]. No, he couldn't play the 
steel. He played the banjo and Francis Brown played the steel. 
"Shorty" Kalama played something, he used to play steel too. Well, 
"Shorty" Kalama, that's when Charlie Brown and "Freckles" and all, 
the four of them played over at the Dean's at night. 

So every time when they would walk---"Freckles", Charlie Brown is fat. 
He carried the banjo way up, so fat the thing no sound so when you 
walk, you walk like this. {JE demonstrates the walk.) You see, so 
fat, eh? And he had this, uh, banjo in his hands, going. And then 
the skinny one was Francis Brown, he was very thin. Beautiful steel 
player. "Steppy" De Rego, guitar--and Jim, guitar--and when they 
walk, they used to walk like that. You see, two guys, one guy get 
crippled right leg, the other one crippled left leg. So when they 
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walk they would walk 1 ike that. (JE demonstrates walk with 1 imp.) 

(Laughter) 

JE: Crippled, that was good, wonderful, good fun. 

I think I heard some of the music played over there. I remember 
taking pictures too over there by the Stonewall. It was down on 
the beach, that picture was taken. Joe Akana took that picture long 
time ago. I'm one of those, I'm on that picture because we had 
sailor moku pants, the jeans that you have now ••• 

IH: The what? 

JE: The jeans, you know jeans pants. Those days was called sailor mokus. 

IH: Senamokus? 

JE: Sailor mokus, sailor, sailors was the only ones that wear those-
sailor mokus. And we used to go out on the wharf there. And I wear 
it. I'd go in the market and buy that for eighty cents, you see. 

IH: Wow. 

JE: And sixty-five cents. They were all riveted things. Because those are 
the things that would stand up on the boat. You don't have to wash 'em 
too much. You can wear 'em. 

I used to carry saltpeters. You know all these saltpeter? Pound after 
pound. We used to load 'em in the boat to take 'em to different island 
for the sugarcane. And then when we came back, we bring back--oh, the 
place where they got sugarcane--a pound of sugar. We go over there pick 
up the sugar, we make a table and then carry by hand underneath. Stack 
'em up, so that the boat don't go this way or that way. Take 'em all up 
so when we come home, we come home with sugar and we go back with saltpeter 

And the Filipinos---at that time I was taking Filipinos to the different 
islands. They take 'em from Philippines--two, three hundred of them 
come to Pier 5, Pier 6 where all the Dollar boats used to come in. And 
all these Filipinos used to line up from the Philippines. They bring 'em 
down here for the plantation. 

And at that time, the Japanese came down. I was too small at that time 
but they did strike. They did go on strike. Because I remember, somebody 
told me that they went on the strike and they drifted. They didn't want 
one dollars a day. The Filipino had to take one dollar a day, he didn't 
know anything at that time. They wondered how they came for only one 
dollar a day. They signed contract like everybody else and have no edu
cation. They couldn't read. How they gonna sign anything? My grandfathe1 
you know, Piohi'a, when he sign on the map over there he had to go put 
kinda color things--diamond, 1 ike yellow diamond or red diamond •••• 

IH: That was his mark? 
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JE: That's their mark because they didn't have any education. They 
couldn't sign the thing. 

Well, the Filipinos are the same way. Make 'em read the contract-
one dollar. You see dollar, you going get house, you going get all 
that stuff. When they come down here, the contract is different-
dollar a day. And then they get down here, they get mad, they quit. 
And when they quit, they run away or something. 

Japanese was the same, they weren't any different. Only the Japanese, 
they got little smarter ones than the other, yeah. They went out 
and drift on their own. They get themselves a wife or something. 
Then get a little store, Japanese store, rice store. That's how all 
those stores come up. They build themselves a store. 

They were like in Japan. In Japan, nothing but small, little stores 
every place. You know, everybody selling beer. You know I laugh, 
when you go down the Ginza, you see one street like •••. There's 
no more blocks, all half a block because half a block they have one 
roadway all inside. And both sides of the street everybody selling 
beer and saimin, Japanese things and Japanese that, Japanese this 
you know all kind, clothing this and clothing that. Then you go 
next one, get big street. Then you go again, half a block. You go 
all over the place, nothing but things, small things. Everybody is 
selling beer. (Chuckles) 

IH: You went to Japan? 

JE: Oh, yeah. I was in there. I stayed about a block, half a block 
away from the Ginza. I was in the old Imperial Hotel. 

I went as a scientist. That time, the University called all the 
University professors, go sign this. Then they go to Japan, Tokyo 
University. They charter the plane and I went with the Japan Airlines. 
My wife tell me, "Eh!" My wife was working for Joyce Roberts. He 
was with the research, up there. 

Joyce Roberts didn't want to go. He says, "Well, ask John if he 
wants to go to Japan." I went up there. I went with them--sailed 
down there to Japan, drop off, went to the Ginza. 

They went go stay at the big one. They had a new Ginza building in 
the back of it. I guess. The old Ginza, that's the thing they tried 
to bomb and it still stood up. You know why, that thing wasn't built 
by the Japanese, was built by Haoles that knew how to build. They 
put underground. That's right. I went underground go buy my umbrella 
because when I went outside was raining like mad. So I look at every
body get umbrella, and go downstairs and get one four dollar umbrella, 
you know da kine (laughs) black kine. Went outside the Ginza with the 
umbrella. --

IH: When you were talking about Dean's Hotel, you were saying something 
about a taxi stand? Where was that? 
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JE: Yeah, yeah, Joe Matsu. 

IH: Joe Matsu• s taxi stand? 

JE: Yeah, and there was a clothing stand there. There was another, ah, 
Chinese pick-up-your laundry kind. You know, they go around with 
a box. Then they go down and you see all the Chinese, they sitting 
down on the stone. At that time they used to hit your clothes with 
a big stick and wash •em. And then they go deliver your clothes and 
things like that. 

It was between Paoakal ani Street side and the Holt Estate. That• s 
right in there, you had a dip before. Now you don•t see the dip because 
of the big hotel covers--before had a 1 i ttl e dip. On the corner had 
a lemon tree. That•s where the word come in--that Lemon Street-
because Lemon Holt lives there, the Holt family lived over there. 

And right along side Lemon Road was a fellow named Joe Bishaw, the 
Bishaw girls. Oh, the Bishaw big gang. Well, Bishaw lived on that 
place until he lost that to the MacKenzie Tour, Jack MacKenzie. I 
don•t know how things got that way. But like I say, all Hawaiians 
lose their places. The next door, Akal<a. Right along side of Joe, 
across the street that•s where the Al<al<a family lived. 

IH: The Reverend Al<aka? That same family? 

JE: Well, that•s right. Th~t~s it. That•s the family, all in there. 
De Regos and all. Waikil<i School on the back (of Paoakalani Avenue). 
Japanese School on the left side ( 1 Ewa side). That place was all open, 
see. Had one Japanese School in waTKTki. Because Paoakalani Avenue 
didn•t go very far, right down by the church it stopped and all the 
Hawaiians lived on the right side (Diamond Head side)--Kanekoa, King 
and everybody. 

They 1 ived all down in the back before get to Ala Wai. • Ai nahau, all 
around in there. They used to call the place 1 Ain~hau, same like by 
Princess Ka•iulani. Had a big place over there-- 1 Ainahau, we used to 
call •em. Had houses that went in a circle and all these houses, all 
around like that (a court). Th~n_they had walkways then they go right 
on Ka•iulani Avenue, go to Waikiki, go around Moana Hotel, go to the 
beacb ~ny place, you see. They go only one way. Go this way, go to 
Waikiki. Taxi stands over there (on Kal~kaua Avenue in front of the 
Moana Cottages). They call it Seaside Taxi Stands. Before that ••• 

IH: Near Ka•iulani [Avenue]? 

JE: Yeah, on Princess Ka•iulani [Ka•iulani Avenue], right on the street 
over there, on the side because from the Moana Hotel they wait for--
that place had all cottages, Moana cottages. Then on the other side 
(ma uka of Kalakaua Avenue), the water house, pumps for the hotel. 
They dug their own well, their own pumps. They had a little fire room 
there that this pumps go. 
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IH: Then the water pumps was only for the hotel? 

JE: Only for the hotels. That's their own pump. They dug the well (rna kai) 
and pump it for all the hotel, Moana Hotel and the Royal [Hawaiian 
Hotel]. Because everybody had their water from the Board of Water 
Supply, belong to City & County. Afterwards, it belongs to a fellow, 
engineer named Fred Ohrt (Chief Engineer, Board of Water Supply, City 
& County of Honolulu). I worked during the war because I was going 
to get drafted. I was lA. He called me up because before that I put 
an application in ••• 

IH: Board of Water Supply? 

JE: • that I wanted to go work--Board of Water Supply. Because they had 
all these flywheels, big flywheels, engines, everything about engines. 
I'm interested in engines, you see, so I went put in an application. 
But I couldn't get in because I didn't have the ability, I don't know. 
Then I had application way down. All the Japanese were on top of me. 
Yeah, all the Japanese was working for them. If I wanted to dig 
ditches, that's different. The applications is different, eh? 

So this was all pumps and things like fire (box), iron engine, you 
know, all these things. I was interested in that. I wasn't about 
to dig, anybody can go dig ditch. (Chuckles) So I put my application 
in there. So wartime come, they call me up, "Ernstberg?" 

"Yeah." 

"You wanna work?" 

I say, "Where?" 

"Waterworks, oiler." 

I say, "Okay." I go to work. You know how much they pay me a month? 
A hundred and twelve dollars a month for be a oiler. 

IH: Oiler? 

JE: Oiler. There were only three people work--oiler, fireman and engineer. 
So the three of us, we work over---that time, wartime you work twenty
four hours. You know, you work from say---now if I came three o'clock 
in the afternoon, I work until next morning. I don't go home because 
the army moved in and made their camp inside the water--the water, 
electric and one other, Hawaiian Electric and Gas Company, I think. 
They all soldiers inside because those were facilities that vital. 
They don't want somebody to sabotage so had three people in there. So 
I went work. I didn't know too much about waterworks but they show me. 
They say, "Could you learn?" 

I say, "Sure I can." Oh hell , the only you can • t do is when they have 
the little pumps in, back and forth, going in this way, see. That you 
have to be careful because that comes back and you have to oil it 
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underneath, you see. Because those shafts go in and come out so you 
have to get your brush or whatever and then every time that shaft go 
out, when it comes back you just put oil underneath here. And then 
the thing come back, that oil goes inside--every half hour or twenty 
minute whatever it is. 

Then they have, what you call, a governor--little ball flying up like 
that. Every time the thing slow down, the governor slow down too. 
But when the damn thing go fast, the governor go all the way like that 
so the governor is around. So you gotta watch your head. You go up, 
the thing going. So you watch your head, you going, then you gotta 
oil that governor. The governor go back and forth too. So you oil 
it up. So I was with •em for about four and a half years. 

IH: That was all during the war? 

JE: Eh, all during the war. I get lA, they put me 3A. They go lA, 3A. 
lA, 3A. I was too old that time, getting old. Well, like I say 
that was 1940, 1 39, now I was twenty-nine years old. 

They needed somebody young, so that eliminated me. Every year they 
don•t send me in there, every year I was getting older and older. 
You know, I was running away from •em. I was one step away from it. 

So they tell me, 11 0h, you go down there, tell them that you don•t 
want to go into the army and things like that ... 

I said, 11 I 1m not going to tell them nothing of the kind. If they 
want to take me in the army, I go in the army. If they don•t wanna 
take me 1 n the army, they say I •m too old, I •m too old ... 

Then I went inside there, was a little bit too old. Every time they 
go, go, pretty soon I was old. Then they didn•t bother me no more. 

Then everybody went in the army, see. Even some guys---you can 
volunteer though. They won•t stop you. But they won•t take you in 
[draft] unless you younger. I was twenty-nine, going thirty. By 
the time the war end, I was about thirty-two. (Chuckles) 

A lot of guys from Pearl Harbor same way. They all--working in 
Pearl Harbor--they all join the navy after the war. Just before the 
war•s gonna end, they join the navy, so they make three years. 
They stay in the navy three years. Then they come out. 

A lot of the Board of Water Supply that work with me, engineers and 
all up in there, they all went work for Pearl Harbor. They get more 
money. I was still with one hundred and twelve dollars a month--oiler. 
And everybody•s making money and I was still in there, just one hundred 
and twelve dollars. They went make three hundred---they make that kinda 
money for one week--for the war good. And I was getting one month. 
(Laughs) I didn•t care. I saved money. I went out. I was happy. 

My engineer friend---when they call me from the lifeguard service, 
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the guy (Samuel] 11 Steamboat .. [Mokuahi, Sr.], he call me, 11 Come back 
work, I want my old-timers come back, go work lifeguard ... 

I say, 11 0kay ... Then I went tell my boss, 11 I think I have to leave you 
folks ... Because I had Portaguese fellows with us, working with me but 
they grumble, you know grumbler. And then sometimes they wait for me 
and if I come late little bit, they grumble, and all kind grumbling 
all the time. You know I hate da kine hapai ball. We call hapai ball? 

IH: Hapai ball? 

JE: Yeah, you know what kind fellows that? It's a fellow that hang 
around the boss. 

IH: Ah! 

JE: Those are the kind, well, you know what the term is, hapai ball? 
Hawaiian call that hapai ball--hah!i the boss• da kine. Well that's 
the slang for that. We call 'em apai ball or,-ah---Japanese are 
great ones for it and I don't •••• That's why I don't work for 
the Board of Water Supply, for the City & County. All these Japanese 
they put all their friends inside there, and they look for faults. 
Now, you saw the fellow Greenwell? The guy go throw the throw net 
on top the pigs? You look the front page. 

IH: Of today's paper? 

JE: Yeah, policeman, sergeant--Greenwell. He used to work with me. He 
used to be my---from the Mainland he go to school. On the first page. 
There! You see the fellow named Mark Greenwell, sergeant of the police. 
Well, him. He used to call me from the Mainland, send me a letter, 
me and [Aloha] Ka'eo. He send me a letter down here that he want 
to works here summer time. I send 'em, .. Sure, you come down, all 
you do is come down ... I sign him in. 

And all those kids, until Fasi came inside and throw all those kids 
out. Fifty of those kids that come to me depending on that to go 
to school for their education. I didn't want to leave any of those 
boys out. They were good boys. They listen, they never give you a 
problem, not like the Hawaiians. 

Oh, geez! Every Friday they call me up. They say they sick. They 
wasn't sick. They were drinking. They call me every Friday, those 
fellas. I go down the Natatorium, I go to work half hour, one hour 
to work, you know--before. My office supposed to be nine o'clock, 
I'm there eight o'clock. Earlier than that sometimes, I gotta go 
exercise little bit, I come early. Or else if I gotta take a trip 
around the island, pick-up all their work reports, I get on the 
truck and I go around early in the morning. I go Hanauma Bay, go 
down. Well, Hanauma Bay I don't care, but when I come down there 
nine o'clock and they start nine o'clock and they not there, I wait 
for 'em. I see 'em come down. I say, 11 You know, this here, nine 
o'clock you come to work, not nine-thirty ... 
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They say, .. Well, 9:00, 9:30 ...... 

I say, 11 These people down here, Hanauma Bay, they come down here 
seven o'clock in the morning! .. 

I teli 'em. 11 They out there swimming seven o'clock, the sun is up. 
All these Haoles, seven o'clock in the morning. I don't want having 
any one of those fellows drown and have you coming in nine o'clock, 
walking down. Maybe tt's not your fault but the people, they start 
thinking and them they the boss just as well as you are. They the ones 
that pay the salary. They the ones that pay the taxes and they's the 
ones that give you the salary." 

I say, "Come down early. I tell you one thing. Come inside," I tell 
'em. "We break thh thing up. Get four 1 ife guards here. I want 
one lifeguard, at least ONE down here earlier. And he can go home 
earlier--one hour or two hours earlier. The three of them stay 
there. But if you want to stay till"---you see. I get 'em. I 
want 'em full-time here because this Hanauma Bay those bugger come 
early and stay 1 ate! 

And lot of them don't swim in front of all these shallow area, they 
go way up on the point! (laughs) I say, "You see that point? They 
call that Toilet Bowl. They go out there. They put on a scuba gear. 
They go out there. They don't know. They forgets. They go down-
they stay down there." Down there is forty feet of water! Deep water. 
Very few people going down there in forty feet of water. And I have 
lifeguard over there, Haole fellow, over there. I can ALWAYS depend 
on him 'cause he says, "Can I come over here this year?" 

"You going here this year, if I have to kill myself, you be here. 
If I have to go up to City Hall and fight, you stay here! .. 

So sometime 1 ike that, he call me up, "Eh ... 

I say, 11 What? 11 

He say, "I think we have a problem ... 

I say, "Why? .. 

He say, 11 0h, somebody drown way up Toilet Bowl.'• 

"I know where it is, Lanai Landing, you know, way on the corner, 
where they throw fishing pole! •• 

"Yeah, he's out there." 

"Did he?" 

He said, "The water k.inda deep, only he went in with his scuba and 
couldn't come out." 
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I say, "Well", here at the station, I tell 'em, "I tell you what 
I'll to do. You go up there. Help 'em. Run up there and go see 
if you get • • •• " 

"I go up there." He goes up there. He's up there already. He run 
up there. The next thing I know, one hour, two hours later. He call 
me back , "I got 'em! " 

I say, "Where?" 

"He was in forty feet of water down there. Bring 'em up from on the 
bottom, down the bottom. He was down there." 

You see what I mean?! I can always depend on him. And that's out 
of the way. I don't care, you can give all kinds of excuses but 
the public when they read in the paper, he look, he get a different 
attitude. He think you a lifeguard, you gotta be there all the, you 
gotta follow the guy with the scuba diver all over the place. No, 
sir! You don't go in front of me, you ain't gonna get a rescue. 
You see, who the hell gonna go up the point over there. Then they 
send my 1 ifeguard go out there go do the thing. I said, "What 
about those people that swimming out there, down here in Hanauma 
Bay? They demand the same thing. Just because you have to go out 
there diving in the deep water, scuba diver, that don't mean that 
people can go out there too." I don't want them out there. You can't 
swim, you stay where the lifeguards are. When you go out there and 
tell 'em---well, you can't explain that to people. People think 
different. They blame you. 

Just like a police officer, if he's not there, they blame him. 
(Chuckles) He not supposed to cover all of that, that thing is the 
hardest thing to cover, all of those areas out there. You demand 
the impossible! 

IH: When did you start lifeguarding? You started lifeguarding right 
after the war? 

JE: Yeah. I went back work again with the lifeguard. All the small 
fellows, they took 'em off. Because they couldn't go join the 
army, too young. And when they were the lifeguard, they were fighting 
with all the sailors and soldiers! (Laughs) That's why, they were 
fighting with the armed forces! Ah, these kids, man! So after the 
war, they chase 'em all out. They didn't want 'em. 

IH: So you started working lifeguard before the war? 

JE: Before the war. Oh, yes. I started before the war. I worked for 
the State [i.e., Territorial]--Board of Harbor Commissioners. At that 
time, for a little while with ~he Board of Harbor Commissioners. Then 

· they transfer over to City & County. 

IH: So about what year did you start working? 
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JE: Well, it was about '37. We came over here and work for the State. 
I had to come up, that time for the State, I had to come up to the 
Natatorium, work over at the Natatorium. Then they started to spread 
out all the lifeguards. All over. Then they break us, they break 
me away from my surfing and all my other activities. Only playing 
music, then they couldn't break me because I used to play at night. 
If I can play in the daytime, I call up, take • em out of my time. 

You know, my vacation times and things like that, my vacation all 
the time, you have ninety days. You can accumulate up to ninety days 
and you get thirty days vacation and what holidays. I used to keep 
all the holidays, thirteen days holidays. I hold it. They say, 
11 You want money or hol iday? 11 

I say, 11 I want the time off. I want to keep all the holidays ... 
When I get about two weeks holiday, and free time, take a trip. 

IH: Yeah? 

JE: But I keep my vacation because the vacation pays you money but you 
allowed ninety days. All right, soon I'm gonna quit the lifeguard 
force---thirty-one years I work, I figure •nough money because I 
eat •nough. And I couldn't get along with the Japanese, they give 
me trouble. So I didn•t want to fight and argue with them. I get 
thirty-one years so I call •em up--Thelma Thompson. She was our 
personnel [director]. I call •em up and I tell •em, 11 The end of 
this year 11 --was in 1972, yeah-- 11 I'm retiring thirty-one years ... 

And she says, 11 NO retire, eh, you. You young yet ... They say, 
.. Baloney! .. 

I tell, 11 1 might be young at sixty-two .. , at the time yeah, I was 
sixty-two at the time. 

They say, 11 Ah, baloney! .. 

I tell •em, because--hell, I get the money, I go out play music and 
things like that, but when the paycheck come the government eat. 
More money you make more they grab you, you see? And I didn't want 
to--1 look around the office, look nothing but Japanese faces. 
Only Thelma•s, only soft face, only Hawaiian face you can talk to. 
So you sit down and talk. 

So when I retired, then I ask •em, 11 I 1m gonna retire this year, at 
the end of the year, how much can I, if I don't take my holiday or 
vacation? .. 

They say, 11 You can accumulate it ... 

I accumulated a hundred and twelve days vacation. That's about 
six thousand, seven thousand dollars that. You see what I mean, 
you accumulate that thing and if I come up to ninety days and I lose 
more after the ninety days, then I go take a trip. I put away my thing 



141 

and take a trip, with the thing you know. Use up to ninety and then 
I accumulate up to ninety and then I stop and then use for the other 
side for taking time off, or taking this off, taking that. 

IH: So what position were you in when you retired? 

JE: Oh, acting captain, over at the Natatorium. Then my job, I take the 
captain place when he's not there and I work sometimes with the other 
captain. Then weekends I go out, go take a trip. The captain stay 
in the office and I, acting captain, go outside and pick-up all the 
reports. You see, what they call accident reports--drowning reports 
and all the different ...• Of course, every lifeguard on the 
station have to put out a report of different things, if near drowning 
or drowning. We have a little card that they write down and fill it up. 
Then if something happen, they let us know, then we come home and we 
type •em all up and send it in at the end of the week. 

So I go up, Monday morning I go down there and that place is a mess, at 
the Police Department--no more parking, whuh! So you have to go all 
around the corner and then you go fireman parking, policeman parking, 
everybody's parking, mess. Go in escalator, go up. Now they move •em 
downtown [to the Honolulu Municipal Building]. You see that high build
ing right in front the Honolulu Advertiser, right in front where the 
flags are. Well, they up there on the tenth floor, eleventh floor. 
Get two areas up there. 

They never should've taken away from the other Park & Recreation thing, 
that little brick house--all brick house, you know, right on the end 
over at the City Hall. But way on the end, well, that was a Park & 
Recreation thing. They never should have moved from there. That's 
a good place, fine place. All they have to do is add a little more 
things but no, they wanted to live like that. And then they go around 
into something going on the escalator and all kind of confusion. No 
parking, all that kind of • • • • When Mayor Fasi went inside, he made 
parking {laughs) fouled him up. He make all parking, they don't want 
to do it so he went with this thing, he dig up all this place and make 
parking. Yeah, that son of a gun. 

Well, he's the one that got me mad because he turned away that fifty 
lifeguards that was supposed to be stationed around Waiklk1 during the 
summer. We needed •em bad. And they needed the money just as bad as 
everybody else for their school tuition. It was something for good and 
keep them in shape for the swimming meets back in the Mainland. Lot of 
them were swimming with the colleges up there--Ohio State and different 
places. They were in the swimming meet and when they come back to 
Honolulu, they were in shape. {Laughs) The Hollinger boy, they were 
all good boys. Ah, miss •em. Mark Harkwell 

IH: Was there a Hollinger family in Waikiki? 

JE: Yeah, yes, yes. 

IH: What was his name? 
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JE: Ah, they were all Hollinger, 11 Chubby 11 Hollinger all the Hollinger boys, 
Bill Hollinger, Johnny Hollinger, all the whole bunch. The Fire 
Department was loaded with Holl ingers. (Laughs) 

IH: Where did they 1 ive in Waikikf? 

JE: Well, they lived on Prince Edwards [Street], I think, next street 
up on Prince Edwards (Cleghorn Street). 

IH: Koa [Avenue]? 

JE: No, Koa was down back, that's the street that I was living on. Koa 
Avenue, that's one street back of Kalakaua Avenue. It goes all the 
way down to Princess Ka'iulani [Hotel], right into the Princess 
Ka'iulani. The Princess Ka'iulani wasn't there before. Then after
wards, they put the hotel and they make more hotel. We played music 
on that place too--Princess Ka'iulani. 

IH: Princess Ka'iulani? Yeah, what other places did you play music, 
besides Hawaiian Town. 

JE: Yeah, Princess Ka'iulani and some more other places--Hawaiian Town, 
Edgewater [Hotel]. 

I H: You were talking about serenading . • • 

JE: Serenade every place in Waikiki, every street in Waik1kT, I went 
serenade on that street. 

IH: Is that the houses? 

JE: Yeah, all the houses 

IH: When did you folks do that? What year was that? What time? Or 
how old were you? 

JE: Oh, when I was about fifteen year old, I play the ukulele. When I 
went home play the ukulele, my family almost fall down because I never 
did play ukulele. They no like instruments in the house. They no 
like singing because they were Germans, strictly German. I sing 
and they didn't want me to sing and play. I like play because I 
hang around with all the musicians. I used to go out on the streets 
with all the Campos boys, guitar and ukulele. We all sit on one 
corner over there all with a guitar and singing and playing underneath 
one street light way down in Kapahulu. 

IH: Kapahulu? 

JE: Yeah, all in the Campbell Avenue, all around there, all the lights. 
The lights were separated not like one light here, one post here. 
Everytime they made one 1 ight here, they skip two or three post and 
then another light in the corner. Skip four or five post, another 
light, you see. It was far in between. (Chuckles) So that's how 
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I used to do. 

We go, serenade. We go. Afterwards, then w~ ~sed to go down, you 
know where the Fire Department is? The Waikiki Fire Department? 
Well, right across the street you see all this wires and things like 
for lights. I think Hawaiian Electric built that thing. Well, that 
thing wasn 1 t there. They had a little store over there--two story 
house--store. That 1 S where the Youngs used to live. Old man, you 
know David "The Bear" Young, the guy used to box everytime, boxer. 
They were Chinese boys that 1 ive around there, hang around the beach. 
Well, we all used to hang around their place play ukulele, guitar, 
everything. We put all the instruments, Eddie Beasley and Alec 
Thompson and ah, Bobby Kelley, Kake Kelley, whole bunch of us, all 
in there. Then we used to go walk across the street. 

That time never had light over on the Ala Wai. You look on one side 
the library, didn 1 t have any library there. You look from out that 
way. You look right down to McCully Street you see nothing but 
white--all the coral, (laughs) the coral filling that they went dump, 
all of that. No more street, no nothing. So you walk on the gravel 
till you go by Jefferson School, go down inside there, then we get 
out to the Haole place. Then the first house we see, if they get 
party we all sit down there, play the music over the house. (Laughs) 
They give us two, three dollars. 

Then we move. Then we go another house, play--one, two dollars. 
Walk all around till we come out. Afterwards, we get too late eh, 
going around. So we come around. Get too many guys following you too, 
eh. Well, at that time people never afraid of people, boys going 
in there rob them, because they left them alone. Nobody came out go 
rob. Policeman never have to worry. They kept one policeman by the 
WaikikT Tavern watch the traffic go back and forth. 

IH: That 1 s it? For all of Waikiki, there was only one policeman? 

JE: Yeah, one policeman. He never have problem. No boys came from 
Kalihi or Palama or ~ou know, the renegades. They never come Waikiki. 
If they came to Waik1ki, the WaikikT beach boys, "Eh, get the horse 
and go back where you belong. We don 1 t want around... So they go. 
And when we go over there, they don 1 t want us around. We never get 
over there. We don 1 t want to go over there because we were content 
in Waikiki. 

And they used to say, they all surf around Waikiki, Kaka 1 ako and 
all that place. They surf around the sewer or up around in there. 
That 1 s no good. We didn 1 ~ ~ant that. And Makaha afterwards come, 
all kind stuff. But Waikiki was our grounds. 

All of this here, Waikiki._ That 1 S where all the movie theatre people 
all come down here, Waikiki, because we were here--all the boys down 
Waikiki. They know us. Everybody knew us from up in the Mainland. 
They all come down, Bing Crosby, everybody all come down. We userl 
to go run with them. Ah, hell. His wife Dixie Lee, you know, with 
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the five Crosbys (sons), there always five boys •••• Dixie Lee 
used to come. That hula dancer, used to dance all the time, I forget 
her name. The last one, actor, I took out was Jeannette MacDonald 
and Mary Pickford, Mary Pickford's husband--the band leader. What's 
his name--and another fellow, Gene Raymond. See, Gene Raymond was 
the one married to Jeanette MacDonald. The other fellow, forget 
already his name, he was a young fellow, young band leader, married 
Mary Pickford. They still married I think. Mary Pickford not died 
I think. I don't know, I forget • • • 

IH: Did you used to take a lot of trips to the Mainland? 

JE: Jeanette MacDonald died early and Gene Raymond is still alive, I think. 
They was good-looking guys, you know. All those guys, all good-looking. 
They were the last ones that I took out in canoes. They came down on 
their honeymoon, Mary Pickford and Jeannette MacDonald. Came over at 
the Royal [Hawaiian Hotel]. Nice, nice people. Well, you don't hang 
around here. You get away. Let them be themselves. Not like now, now 
you get all bothered by people. Before, those people, Honolulu never 
bothered them. They left that people alone. They came down here for 
vacation--leave 'em alone. 

Let them have their vacation. No bother, no go down there autograph 
and all that. No one thought about going there get an autograph. 
Only the cowboy--what's his name, he died, John Wayne--only John Wayne 
he got bothered once. I was playing over the Edgewater [Hotel], used 
to come over the Edgewater all the time. He lived in the Edgewater. 
My wife was working for him, you know, as secretary. Then he ask 
my wife, "Whose,"---the people that live up here, son of a gun, ask 
him to come up for dinner, you know, and invited him. John Wayne 
ask 'em, "Whose that, whose these people? .. 

My wife, tell him, 11 0h, they work." 

He say, 11 Tell 'em that I went someplace." And inside his room, he only 
get two coats in his room. That's only thing he wear, and maybe one 
shirt. Every night he goes up there, he have something to eat. Go out, 
come back. He take a bottle of whiskey upstairs. He get a man rub him 
down and then he go to bed. He drink. They drink too much. That's 
why he get so much wives, John Wayne. 

IH: You used to take trips to the Mainland every year? 

JE: Yeah! When I get a chance I go take a trip because was easy. I didn't 
have no commitments, even when I was playing music. 

IH: Did you play music up there, too? 

JE: Yes, I played up there--MJ Ranch. What's his name, Don the Beachcomber. 
He lived way up in Pomona. He told me we go up there. When I got over 
there. He said, "What you doing tonight? .. 

I say, 11 l'm doing nothing." 
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He says, "I need a guitar player. You brought a guitar?" 

I say, "Yeah." 

He say, "Come, go with me." His name was George Piltz. 

IH: What was his name? 

JE: George Piltz. P-I-L-T-Z. 

IH: That's who started Don The Beachcomber? 

JE: He's down there. He's from Maui. George Piltz. No, no, I go up 
to Hollywood. Then he tell me, "Eh, you playing tonight?" 

I say, "No." 

He say, "Play for me. Come on, we go. Play for me. 
I got a job, four of us." 

I tell, "OI<ay." Then we go. Because that kind of job the union 
don't bother too much, last minute. 

IH: Did you belong to the Musicians Union? 

JE: Yeah, I'm a life member. 

IH: Ah, you are still a member. 

JE: Yeah, they give you a 1 ife member card, you a 1 i fe member. I can 
play any place in the United States. You getta gold card. All the 
things 1 ife member. I'm a 1 ife member of the Elks. I'm 1 ife member 
of the Kamehameha Lodge, Chapter One. Over thirty years I with the 
Kamehameha Lodge. 

I'm with the OHA, [Office of Hawaiian Affairs]. I'm a member of 
Hokule'a [Polynesian Voyaging Society]. I was there yesterday on 
the Hokule'a [benefit concert at Aloha Tower]. I talking to one of 
those guys over there. They gonna make the trip, two-year trip. 
So I'm a member. So I told me wife, "Make down hundred dollar 
check and send 'em to 'em." My donating yesterday. 

She tell me, "Ten dollars." 

I says, "What's this?" 

She says, "Your ten dollars of gas." That's my donation and I 
bought, I bought da kine •••• (JE searching and humming). Here, 
this kine. 

IH: Oh, the tee-shirt. Yeah, that's nice. 

JE: (Chuckles) Hokule'a. 
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IH: Oh, and the visor too! Ah! 

JE: (Laughs) The ancient Hawaiian moon calendar, fishing. 

IH: Ah, that•s nice! 

JE: That•s right! 

IH: Oh, they had that too? 

JE: Those are real, those are real .•• They get those things. That•s 
the way you can tell when to plant, when not to plant, when to get 
fishing. Those kind hard to get. 

IH: Oh, they had this yesterday too? 

JE: Yeah! 

IH: Oh, that•s neat! 

JE: That•s those ancient Hawaiian moon calendar. You don•t get it. 
Very hard to get. 

IH: Prince Kuhio Hawaiian Civic Club. 

JE: Yeah. 

IH: Gee, that•s nice. 

JE: I bought one [tee-shirt] for my wife, extra-large. 

IH: You know, when you started lifeguarding down here at the Natatorium, 
you stayed there the whole time you were 1 ifeguard ing? 

JE: Yeah. I didn•t want to come down here. 

IH: Oh, you didn•t want to. 

JE: I wanted to stay Waik1kf. Because over there is easy. The waves 
come up, I can go out--go surf, catch a wave. BIG waves---aw, all 
these guys going all over the place and I 1m sitting down there 
rotting in the sun. (Laughs) Yeah, and then some days like today 
like that and days before, weeks, nice and clear. And I stay over 
there and I call the other 1 ifeguards. The 1 ifeguard come. 11 Watch 
my place... He come watch my place. I go inside, put on my gear, my 
spear and everything and I swim. I swim by the Royal Hawaiian [Hotel] 
over there. I swim out in the Royal Hawaiian then I swim way outside, 
deep blue water. And I go down to HalekUlani [Hotel] and then I go 
up there and then I swim back in about two hours. Oh, my line just 
line up with uhu and squid. (Chuckles) Boom! Kuma! Boom, da kine 
big kUmu. Oh--;-my, try carry the thing, HEAVY! Sometimes I carr:y
about twelve squid on top there. Awful lot, you know, and all this 
fish on top. I come drag •em on the beach. 
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And then I come on the beach over there. Oh, boy, take off my---lie 
in the sand. The sand, nice the sand, the sand hot. You lie on the 
sand, ooo, nice and warm. Push all the sand up in here. Nice and 
warm! When the time get hot on your back, you just turn around lay 
on your back, all that kind. 

I miss that over the Natatorium. See, I doing a lot of writing. Hell, 
you just getting in there. You no belong inside. I like to go out 
in the surf. I had long board--fourteen feet board, fifteen feet 
board, like a cigar board. You get out there fast. You catch a wave, 
I come in. The waves about five, six feet high, seven feet sometime. 
Then when they get big wave up there then they come about ten feet, 
·twelve feet. Then I go way out. Then I catch a wave, I come down 
and I look. They say, "Eh! Long boards going." My board, some other 
guys with long boards, we coming in. We went catch 'em just a little 
lump. Just to see the wave coming up. Look outside. Oh, way outside. 
You go out there, wait. Soon the wave come, just a little lump, chase 
the wave. Then you stay on top the wave, you wait. Those guys way in. 
You go in with your board this way, that way. By the time you get to 
them, the damn wave, WAY big, going right through. They see that, 
they pull their boards up. (Laughs) Going by. 

So I go out there and look. When people too far out, tell 'em, "Eh, back 
up. Take 'em in." Tell 'em, "Eh, your place in there. " Sometimes 
get a lot of tourist go rent the boards and go out too far. At the 
time, not so much Japanese, mostly other tourists . Then, now, lot 
of Japanese. 

Then afterwards, Japanese came, had trouble, with ah, "Nappy'' Napoleon. 
He was in business. He's right too, you know, business. But when 
you rent people out the surfboards like that, you gotta ask 'em, 
"Can swim?" But he didn't want to ask 'em. He rent the board out, 
the guy go outside, he don't know how to swim, fall off the board. 
How he gonna swim from there to here, home? Give me trouble, give 
him trouble too. I tell, "Ask 'em first, if he can swim, fine. If 
he no can swim, well, you out of luck." But he don't ask. He rent 
the boards. The boards go all over Halekulani [Hotel] all over the 
ocean. I see. I can tell. You can see somebody with their legs 
spread wide open, wide. Trying to paddle like that, too far on the 
board or too back of the board. I know right away they can't ... 

END OF SIDE ONE 

SIDE TWO 

(JE has been talking about having to rescue those tourists who lose their 
boards and cannot swim. JE went out in a canoe and brought back the person 
but not the board.) 

JE: ••. catch a wave, I come inside, when he [Napoleon] come inside, "Eh, 
he tell 'em, "Where my board?" 
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I say, "That's not my job. That's your job! They all outside the 
ocean, 'drift all over, I don't know where they at. They here, they 
there. I'm not gonna take 'em on. I'm taking only this Japanese 
fellow that I responsible for. I'm taking him back. You know all 
this people, you want 'em, you go get your board." He go have 
somebody pick up his board. 

And everytime, he see me go out with the canoe, he say, "I get 'em. 
I go get the guys." He know his board gonna drift, he going have 
to go get 'em. 

So I tell •em, "I fix you." I know ways of fixing people. 
they think you, you a little lolo, dumb, you don't know the 
know the rules better than yoUIOO. I been here too long on 
beach. His father was my boss before--Walter ~apoleon, Jr. 
old man Walter Napoleon? 

IH: He was lifeguard? 

Sometimes 
rules. I 
the beach. 

You know, 

JE: He was ah, the head of the lifeguards before. With the City & County 
[of Honolulu]. The City & County had 'em. He applied for the job, he 
got it. City & County you gotta have Civil Service test, afterwards. 
We didn't have Civil Service. You know with us, they just took us 
because we hang around the beach. Now, we started to spread out of 
all the beaches, then you had to have the Civil Service. 

So they had a Civil Service man come down, all up to us lifeguards 
over there, come down, had to take a test. Some of the boys make it. 
Some of •em, with me, had no, no trouble. They tell me to swim forty 
yards, I jump inside the water, I swim the Natatorium, whum, whum, whum, 
whum. Four, once more? 

They say, "One more." 

I say, "Okay." 

"Easy eh." 

"Not easy. Easy for me because I been doing it all the time," I tell • ern. 

He say, "Well, you gotta carry somebody." Make you carry someone--
rescue work. 

I say, "Drop the guy in." The guy drop inside. I tell 'em, "On your 
back!" He go on his back. Okay, I get right in between his legs. I 
tell 'ern, "Put your hands on my shoulders." He put his hand on my 
shoulder 1 ike that and I swim with him way up there and way back. I 
say, "What next?" (Laughs) Japanese fellow. I think he was a 
coach--for Ford Kono. He was working at the time, because he was 
a coach, I think. You know, somebody, some of them when they say they 
can coach, they can teach swimming and things like that, throw 'em 
in the water you tell 'em to go swim hundred [yards]. I wonder if 
he can make the hundred? He cannot. They can talk. They can 
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tell you how, what stroke to use but getting him to do the job is 
different thing. 

Then we used to go every year, we used to go down Ala Moana [Park]. We 
go one end of the Ala Moana and then they blow the whistle, you swim. 
Soon as they blow the whistle, they shoot the gun, you run, dive in 
the water. Gotta swim down the other end in twenty minutes. Down there 
the end (to Kewalo Basin side). Oh, that's about 1500 meters. You swim 
down there in twenty minutes time. You swim like hell. 

And then, we used to go compete with all these boys from the Mainland, 
you know. All these local boy. They been swimming all the time! Yah! 
They run away from us. They swim da kine twelve minute, fourteen 
minute, sixteen. We go in about eighteen and twenty. I go in about 
eighteen minutes, get down there. 

But 1 ike I say, I was getting older and older. I was getting fifty and 
forty. They say, call me, "01 e man." Even when I got through, retired, 
they tell me, "Eh, ole man!" And I was in the seventies, coming, going. 

They ask me when I going to retire, so I got tired I go retire. I tell, 
"Okay, you can have my job." Now, I all see those fellows over there. 
They working. I used to do that. They all sweating in the sunshine. 

You got the right man. Joe Akana been there, I can vouch for that. 
Joe Akana been on the beach very long time. And, I was glad you 
get Ruby [Rickard] and all that girls. Their father [George Kepo'o] 
and mother [AnnieKepo'o] were the first ones sell leis over there 
on Waikfkl Beach. And I know, because I go pass 'em all the time, 
when I go with the Outrigger Canoe Club. 

And the Outrigger, this was the old club back up against the Royal 
[Hawaiian Hotel], they didn't move up. No, no they were right on the 
Royal until they switched places with the Uluniu [Women's Swim Club]. 
Then they get this new one, the new one that's right in the middle 
of the beach and then Uluniu went move over on the right until they 
came out of existence. 

IH: But before they [Outrigger Canoe Club] were located where the Uluniu 
was? 

JE: Yeah, where Uluniu was. Uluniu was over between the Moana [Hotel] and 
the old Outrigger [Canoe Club], this was old Outrigger we were in. And 
then pretty soon they were, Uluniu, they moved to Uluniu, over, they 
wanted to have a bigger one, bigger Outrigger. So Uluniu went move to 
their •••• You saw some pictures that had the grass shack, when the 
girl and me was standing along the grass shack? Well, that was Elmer 
Lee Grass Shack, in between the Outrigger Canoe Club. He built that 
grass shack there. He sold records. 

He sold coconut juice, you know, the young ones, young coconut. Hit 
'em the top o' there. Put the straw inside there and give you one 
of those long kinda spoon--that kind that, I think they call, ah, 



150 

tea, long [handle] and little spoon. Well, he put that in the coconut. 

When you get through juicing it, you see, they break the thing and 
then you go in there, take the juice, take the meat that was in there. 
You take the meat and eat. Taste the meat. I think the thing was 
forty cents. There was coconut juice, he put •em in the icebox. 

Well, that was the place. From the ole Outrigger, you came through 
Grass Shack, where Elmer Lee and his Grass Shack. He had musicians 
too. He played. 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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