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NEWSLETTER OF THE CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLANDS STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I 

1995 ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 
CONTESTED GROUND 
There has been an enthusiastic response to the 
announcement of the center's 1995 annual 
conference "Contested Ground: Knowledge and 
Power in Pacific Islands Studies, to be held 7-9 
December in Honolulu. Professor Ranginui 
WALKER, head of the Department of Maori Studies, 
University of Auckland, has agreed to give the 
keynote address. Key themes of the conference 
include the relevance of indigenous ways of 
knowing; the role of interdisciplinary approaches; 
issues of power and representation; the politics of 
Pacific Islands scholarship; issues of gender, class, 
and race; and the implications of recent 
developments for teaching and learning. 

A selection committee will choose speakers based 
on abstracts submitted by 1 May 1995. Conference 
convener Terence WESLEY-SMITH anticipates lively 
sessions and a good representation of indigenous 
scholars from the Pacific. Further information on the 
conference will be published in the next issue of this 
newsletter in July. 

HISTORY, CULTURE, AND 
POWER IN THE PACIFIC 
The Pacific History Association and the Center for 
Pacific Islands Studies will present a joint Eleventh 
Pacific History Association Conference and twenty
first annual CPIS conference on "History, Culture, 
and Power in the Pacific," 9-13 July 1996, at the 
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University of Hawai'i at Hilo. The conference will 
critically address the three formidable concepts of 
history, culture, and power, which have informed and 
continue to inform the study of Pacific pasts. More 
particularly, this conference will examine: 

• what history in the Pacific has been, is now, and 
might become; 

• the possibilities and issues for doing history in 
the Pacific posed by the convergence of 
academic disciplines with their multiple theories 
and methodologies, and by the changing politics 
of what remains for many areas of the region an 
essentially on-going process of decolonization
politically, intellectually, or both; 

• the ways in which the historical interplay between 
global forces and local conditions has been 
understood and represented, and how that 
interplay might be understood and represented 
differently using varying approaches that are 
more culturally nuanced and locally sensitive; 

• the intimate, bound-together relationship between 
Pacific pasts and presents, and how particular 
forms of localized historical knowledge, 
expression, and consciousness are now showing 
themselves. 

The format for the exploration of these issues will 
involve but not necessarily be limited to presentations 
and discussions. Given the resurgence of vernacular 
forms of expression and the appropriation of new 
technologies and art forms, the conference also 
encourages cultural performances that sing, dance, 
chant, or speak about island pasts. Cinematic, 
theatrical, and other artistic expressions of local 
histories are most welcome as well. 

Panels and Panel Organizers: The following 
individuals have agreed to chair sessions around the 
indicated themes. Anyone wishing more information 
on these sessions should correspond directly with the 
chairperson at the address provided. 
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Reconceptualizing History in the Pacific 
Dr Kanalu G Terry YOUNG 
Center for Hawaiian Studies 
University of Hawai'i at Manoa 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96822-2383 
ph: (808) 956-6825; fax: (808) 956-9253 

Local Histories/Vernacular Sources 
Dr Karen NERO 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Auckland 
Private Bag 92019 
Auckland, New Zealand 
ph: 64-9-373-7599, ext. 5316; 
fax: 64-9-373-7441; 
email: kln@antnov1.auckland.ac.nz 

Colonialism's Cultures 
Dr Grant MCCALL 
PO Box 1, 
Centre for Pacific Studies 
University of New South Wales 
Kensington, New South Wales, 2033 
Australia 
ph: 61-2-385-3386; fax: 61-2-313-6337 
email: g.mccall@unsw.edu.au 

Gender Relations in Colonial Pasts and Decolonizing 
Presents 

Ms Teresi a TEAIW A 
Box 3720 
Samabula, Suva, Fiji 
ph: 679-313-900 (USP); fax: 679-301-305 
(USP); email: TEAIW A_T@usp.ac.fj 

Sovereignty and Decolonization in the Pacific 
Dr Brij V LAL 
Division of Pacific and Asian History 
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies 

Published by 
The Center for Pacific Islands Studies 

School of Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific Studies 
University of Hawai'i at Manoa 

1890 East-West Road 
Honolulu, HI 96822 USA 
Phone: (808) 956-7700 

Fax: (808) 956-7053 
email: ctisha@uhunix.uhcc.hawaii.edu 

Robert C. Kiste, Director 
Letitia Hickson, Editor 

Items in this newsletter may be freely reprinted. 
Acknowledgment of the source would be 

appreciated. 
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Australian National University 
GPO Box 4 
Canberra, ACT, 2601 
Australia 
ph: 61-6-249-5111; fax: 61-6-249-5525; 
email: brijlal @coombs.anu.edu.au 

Hawaiian History and Sovereignty 
Mr Jonathan Kamakawiwo'ole OSORIO 
Center for Hawaiian Studies 
University of Hawai'i at Manoa 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96922-2383 
ph: (808) 956-6825; fax: (808) 956-9253 

Public Histories and History's Publics in the Pacific 
Ms Fermina Brei MURRAY 
442 Danbury Court 
Goleta, California 93117 
ph: 805-967-7189 

Diasporas and Nationhood 
Dr David A. CHAPPELL 
Department of History 
University of Hawai'i at Manoa 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96822-2383 
ph: 808-956-7674; fax: 808-956-9600 

Post-Colonial Historiography 
Dr Vicente DIAZ 
Humanistic Studies 
University of Guam 
UOG Station, MangiHio, Guam 96923 
ph: 671-734-9402; fax: 671-734-7403; 
email: vdiaz@uog.edu 

and 
Dr Roger MAAKA 
Director, Maori Studies Department 
University of Canterbury 
Private Bag 4800 
Christchurch, New Zealand 
ph: 64-3-364-2595; fax: 64-3-364-2999 
email: r.maaka@csc.canterbury.ac.nz 

Christianity and Religious Transitions in the Pacific 
Dr Heinz SCHUTTE 
5 Bd. de Port Royal 
75013 Paris, France 

Imaging. Representation and Photography in the 
Pacific 

Dr Max QUANCHI 
Queensland University of Technology 
Carseldine Campus, Beams Road 
PO Box 284 
Zillmere 4034 
Queensland, Australia 
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ph: 61-7-864-4563; fax: 61-7-864-4719; 
email: M.Quanchi @qut.edu.au 

Anyone wishing to propose or chair additional 
panels should contact the conference convener, 
Dr David HANLON, at Department of History, 
University of Hawai'i at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawai'i 
96822-2383, ph: (808) 956-9957; fax: (808) 956-
9600. 

Logistics and Planning: A local planning 
committee has been formed and is already hard at 
work on logistical arrangements for the conference. 
It is expected that the majority of conferees will want 
to take advantage of the special rates for 
accommodations and food on the Hilo campus. 
Conference rates will also be negotiated with the 
three major hotels in Hilo, all about a five-minute 
drive from the university. In addition, Max QUANCHI 
is investigating the possibilities of a package deal 
with Qantas Airlines for those traveling from 
Australia and New Zealand. Registration materials 
will be available on or before 1 February 1996. 

A Request: It would help conference planners to 
have some indication of the number of people who 
will be attending the conference in Hilo. If you are 
planning on attending, we would appreciate it if you 
would fill in the form below and send it to the 
address provided. This is not an official registration 
form, but simply an early measure of interest in the 
conference. Thank you for your cooperation. 

*********************************** 
YES, I plan to attend the Eleventh Pacific History 
Association Conference in Hilo, 9-13 July 1996. 

_ I am interested in presenting a paper for the panel 

_ I do not intend to present a paper. 

Name: 
Address: 

Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 
Please return to Letitia HICKSON at the center's 
address on the masthead. Tel: (808) 956-2652; 
fax: (808) 956-7053; email: 
ctisha@uhunix.uhcc.hawaii.edu. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS IN HONOR OF 
RENEE HEYUM 
Contributions to the Heyum Endowment in memory 
of Renee HEYUM, renowned Pacific Curator Emerita 
of the University of Hawai'i Library, who died in 
December, have been made by many of her friends 
and colleagues from around the world. Ms HEYUM 
established the endowment last summer to offer 
scholarships to enable Pacific Islanders to study at 
the University of Hawai 'i. 

Donations in the amount of $3600 have been made 
to date. Contributions may be sent to UH 
Foundation/Heyum Endowment, University of 
Hawai 'i, Honolulu, Hawai 'i, 96822 The trustees of 
the endowment would like to acknowledge the 
following people who have contributed: 

Eleanor AU, Aletta BIERSACK, 0 A BUSHNELL, 
Charles CALDWELL, Robert L and Susie S CHENG, 
Adnes C CONRAD, Kathryn Lee CREELY, Ron and 
Marjorie CROCOMBE, Inge N. and M C DOBELIS, 
Saili LILOMAIA VA-DOKTOR and Robert H DOKTOR, 
Charles A and Jean H EHRHORN, R Keoni 
FAIRBANKS, Peggy FERRIS, James W FRIERSON, 
Lynette R FURUHASHI, Viola G FURUMOTO, Norma 
GORST, Katherine R GOULD, Manfred and Kareda A 
HENNINGSEN, Vilsoni T HERENIKO, Richard A and 
Twila A J HERR, Letitia HICKSON and Andrew 
ARNO, Jane N HURD. 

Frank S and Janet S IN AMINE, Yasuto KAIHARA, 
Pauline N KING, Robert C KISTE, Yasuko KITANO, 
Marion Ortiz KITTELSON, Richard H and Mildred C 
KOSAK!, Hiro KURASHIMA, Linda M LE GEYT, 
Marilyn M and Ira J. LICHTON, Brian MACDONALD
MILNE, Cluny MACPHERSON, Leonard E and Hazel 
C MASON, Elma Anderson MEDEARIS, Norman and 
Terza MELLER, Anneliese W MOORE, Joseph and 
Sally MORGAN, Carol K MORISHITA, Albert D 
MOSCOTTI, Bismarck S and Mary K MURAOKA, 
Susan K MURAOKA, Joy NAKAHARA, Erika D 
NIEDER, Anna C NOBORIKA W A, Eugene OGAN, 
Douglas L OLIVER, Patricia Ann POLANSKY, Lee 
PUTNAM, Agnes B QUIGG, Bernice M REGUNBERG. 

Marshall and Barbara V SAHLINS, Dora K SATO, 
Janet A SHORT, Mrs L R SHORT, John J STEPHAN, 
Rebecca A STEPHENSON, Merrily STOVER, Sharon 
Kingdon SUTTER, Paula SZILARD, Chieko 
TACHIHATA, John M and Betty JaneS TAMASHIRO, 
Cynthia A nMBERLAKE, Donald M TOPPING, 
Charles and Carol URBANOWICZ, Joyce VAN 
ZWALENBURG, BlancheR WATANABE, Eva I 
WESTERLING, Geoffrey M WHITE, Frederick J and 
Ella L WISWELL, John C WRIGHT and 
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Verlie Ann MALINA-WRIGHT, Joyce WRIGHT, Matori 
YAMAMOTO, Katherine E YOSHIMURA, Verna H F 
YOUNG. 

ALUMNI AND STUDENT NEWS 
Anne (WOODS) MASCHINO was married last August 
and relocated to San Francisco where she is currently 
a program officer at the Asia Foundation's Center for 
Asian Pacific Affairs. She was formerly Program 
Coordinator for the US Department of the Interior 
funded Pacific Islands Training Initiative and then 
served a year and a half as the Senior Program 
Officer for a Central European democratization 
project funded by USAID. 

Several CPIS alumnae took part in activities held 
in conjunction with Island Ancestors: Oceanic Art 
from the Masco Collection, an exhibit at the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts, 2 February through 26 
March 1995. Deacon RITTERBUSH and Lynn 
MARTIN participated in a symposium entitled "The 
Value of Pacific Arts Traditions in a Modern World," 
and Caroline Y ACOE spoke and showed her video 
work-in-progress at a lecture titled "Art and Ritual of 
Papua New Guinea's Tolai and Sulka People." (Not 
alumnae, but also taking part in a panel on Visual 
Arts in the Pacific Islands: Exploring Functional 
versus Spiritual Aspects of Oceanic Objects, were 
CPIS faculty Vilsoni HERENIKO and Deborah 
WAITE.) 

CPIS students distinguished themselves at the 
recent eleventh annual Hawai 'i regional conference 
of Phi Alpha Theta. For the second year in a row the 
prize for the Best Graduate Paper went to Anne Perez 
HATTORI. Her paper this year was "The Navy Blues: 
US Naval Policies on Guam, 1899-1941." Joakim 
PETER won honorable mention in the Walter Vella 
Prize competition for original research in primary 
sources for his paper, "Eram's Church Bell and Sos' 
Cemetery: Local Appropriations of Catholicism on 
Ettal." 

LAL TO PARTICIPATE IN FIJI 
CONSTITUTION REVIEW 
Brij V LAL, Senior Fellow in Pacific History at The 
Australian National University and former Professor 
of History at UH Manoa, has been appointed to the 
the Fiji Constitution Review Commission. Sir Paul 
REEVES, former Governor General and Anglican 
Archbishop of New Zealand, Chair of the Nelson 
Mandela Trust and Vice Chair of the Commonwealth 
Observer group, which observed South Africa's first 
post-apartheid elections, will chair the commission. 
The third member of the commission is Tomasi 
V AKA TORA, former Alliance Cabinet Minister and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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The commission's task is to review the present 
constitution, which has been widely criticised as 
being inappropriate for Fiji's multiethnic society. The 
commission will begin its work in June, and is 
expected to hand its report to the Fiji parliament 
twelve months later. It is likely that Professor Yash 
GHAI, Sir YK Pao Professor of Public Law at the 
University of Hong Kong and an expert on Pacific 
constitutional matters, will be involved as an advisor 
to the commission. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

KHPR Intern from the Cook Islands 
Mr Bobby TARUA is Hawai'i Public Radio's current 
Pacific Islands intern. In the Cook Islands he 
produces the Early Bird Show on Radio Cook Islands 
from 6 am to 10 am, Monday through Friday, and 
presents local news in Cook Islands Maori and 
English for television every weekday evening. Mr 
Tarua will be at KHPR through the end of May and 
hopes to be able to cover the arrival in Honolulu of 
Polynesian voyaging canoes from the Marquesas 
before the end of his stay. Cook Islanders plan to 
greet the canoes with a dance troop and a contingent 
of supporters. 

Finney Seconded to Bishop Museum 
Ben FINNEY, Professor and Chair of Anthropology at 
UH Manoa and CPIS faculty member, has been 
seconded to the Bishop Museum for the first half of 
1995. Finney will be covering the voyage of three 
Hawaiian canoes, Hawai'iloa, Hokiile'a, and Makali'i, 
and canoes from Tahiti, the Cook Islands, and 
Aotearoa as they sail from the Marquesas to Hawai'i. 
The outcome will be a book for Bishop Museum 
titled In the Wake of Our Ancestors: the Voyaging 
Renaissance in Polynesia. 

UH Hilo Named Secretariat for Languages Forum 
The Hawaiian Studies Department at UH Hilo was 
recently appointed Secretariat for the Polynesian 
Languages Forum. The forum is concerned with the 
revitalization and promotion of Polynesia's 
indigenous languages. The secretariat's 
responsibilities include: coordinating Forum 
communications, organizing the general meetings, 
establishing and conducting student and professional 
exchange programs, and compiling and maintaining 
a database for newly coined Polynesian words. For 
more information, contact Larry KIMURA, Assistant 
Professor of Hawaiian Studies, UH Hilo, Hilo, HI 
96720-4091. Telephone: (808) 933-3564. 

Study Abroad in Rarotonga 
The UH Manoa Study Abroad Center, in cooperation 
with the Department of Political Science 
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and the Center for Pacific Islands Studies, is offering 
students the opportunity to study Pacific Islands 
politics and other topics in Pacific Islands studies in 
Rarotonga, Cook Islands, during the month of June 
1995. Students will be taught by a UH instructor and 
members of the Cook Islands Extension Campus of 
the University of the South Pacific. The program is 
designed primarily for undergraduate students at the 
sophomore through senior levels. Students earn three 
credits in Political Science and three credits in Pacific 
Islands Studies. Students for this summer's program 
have been selected, but those wishing to apply for the 
1996 program can contact the UH Manoa Study 
Abroad Center, 1890 East-West Road, Moore 115, 
Honolulu, HI 96822. Telephone: (808) 956-5143 or 
(808) 956-6958. 

Sixteen Hawai'i Teachers to Visit the Pacific 
Sixteen Hawai'i teachers have been selected for the 
1995 South Pacific Travel Study Program sponsored 
by CTAPS (Consortium for Teaching Asia and the 
Pacific in the Schools). CTAPS is a cooperative 
project between the East-West Center and the Hawai'i 
Department of Education that conducts teacher 
training programs to give kindergarten through 
twelfth-grade students a greater knowledge about 
Asia and the Pacific. This is the second year teachers 
have toured the Pacific Islands. Participants will visit 
Fiji, Western Samoa, American Samoa, and New 
Zealand from 25 June to 19 July. 

Honolulu Academy of Arts to Develop Learning 
Program Centered on Oceania Collection 
The Honolulu Academy of Arts has received a grant 
from the National Endowment for the Arts to 
develop an experiential, in-depth learning program 
using the Academy's permanent collection of 
Oceanic art. The program will target grades four, six, 
and seven, which emphasize Hawaiian and Pacific 
studies, but will be easily adaptable to other grade 
levels. Gallery discussions, curriculum materials, and 
activities will focus on the significance and use of art 
objects within their cultural contexts. The project will 
combine study kits for classroom use, museum visits, 
and post-visit workbooks and class projects. For 
information contact Karen THOMPSON at (808) 532-
8727 or Dorothy OSHIRO at (808) 532-8728. 

CENTER VISITORS 
Dr Cecelia NEMBOU, Pro Vice-Chancellor, University 
of Papua New Guinea, and Mr Misty BALOILOI, 
Vice-Chancellor, Papua New Guinea University of 
Technology, visited on 18 January. They were on a 
thirty-day USIA tour to look at university 
administrations in the United States. 

Mr Jonathan TANNOS, Senior Business Reporter, 
The Post Courier, Papua New Guinea, visited on 30 
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January en route to Washington, DC, and other cities 
on the US mainland. He and other journalists from 
abroad were visiting US newspapers on a USIA IV 
Program. 

Dr Bernard POIRINE, a professor of economics at 
the French University of the Pacific in Tahiti, was a 
visiting professor at UH Manoa during late February 
and early March. He spoke in several classes and 
took part in the center's Occasional Seminar Series. 

Dr Mac MARSHALL, Professor of Anthropology, 
University of Iowa, was a visitor at the center during 
the third week in March. He conducted research in 
the Pacific Collection, spoke in the center's 
Occasional Seminar Series, and conferred with 
Robert C KISTE on a book they are coediting, 
American Anthropology and Micronesia. Marshall 
was en route to the FSM for discussions regarding his 
proposed research on tobacco use. 

CENTER STAFF ACTIVITIES 
Diane AOKI, former administrative assistant at the 

center and editor of this newsletter, has left the center 
to become a training coordinator for the Youth 
Development Project at the UH Center for Youth 
Research. Her responsibilities include conducting 
workshops for teachers and students teachers that 
focus on creating positive environments for students 
in the public schools. Aoki is using her training as a 
teacher and her skills as a playwright on a special 
project that helps students use theater as a way of 
dealing with issues of concern to them. With this 
newsletter, Letitia HICKSON, outreach coordinator of 
the center, assumes editorship of the newsletter. 
Center staff reluctantly said goodby to Aoki; we will 
miss the enthusiasm and talent she brought to the 
newsletter and to her other responsibilities at the 
center. 

Vilson HERENIKO had a particularly busy 
February. During the first part of the month, he did a 
series of drama-in-education workshops focusing on 
Pacific literature, for seventh and eighth graders at 
Aiea Intermediate School as part of the artist-in-the
schools program. Later in the month, Hereniko, who 
is a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Association for Social Anthropology in Oceania, was 
in Clearwater Beach, Florida, for the annual meeting 
of the ASAO. 

Robert C KISTE, center director, visited 
Washington, DC, in March. While in Washington, he 
met with staff of the Department of Education, which 
funds the center's National Resource Center Grant, 
and attended a two-hour briefing at the Department 
of State on US policy in the Pacific Islands. 

Terence WESLEY -SMITH, Graduate Chair, and 
Heather STANTON, graduate assistant, took part in a 
panel session, Influences on Islands, at the School of 
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Hawaiian, Asian, and Pacific Studies Seventh Annual 
Graduate Student Conference. New this year was a 
cash award of $100, presented by Albert MOSCOTTI, 
professor emeritus of Asian studies, for the best 
Pacific Islands-focused paper. Christopher DAHL, 
Department of Geography, received the award for his 
paper comparing development policy and processes 
in Kiribati and the Marshall Islands. In a separate 
competition, Stanton was recently awarded a grant 
from the American Association of University Women 
(AAUW) to be used for research in Micronesia. 

OCCASIONAL SEMINARS 
Karl H. RENSCH, Reader in Linguistics at The 
Australian National University, talked about 
Communication Problems in the Pacific at the Time 
of First Contact on 17 January. He presented ways 
Europeans and Pacific Islanders tried to overcome 
the language barrier at the time of first contact and 
examined some cross-cultural misunderstandings that 
resulted from using nonverbal communication 
strategies. 

The Business of History: The Entrepreneur and 
the Firm in Pacific and African Historiography was 
the topic of Colin NEWBURY's talk on 23 January. 
Newbury, who teaches Commonwealth history at the 
University of Oxford where he is a Fellow of Linacre 
College, looked at the opportunities and difficulties 
of doing histories of business and suggested some 
fruitful avenues for research based on business 
history research in Africa. 

Richard SCAGLION's talk on 31 January was titled 
The Sweet Potato in New Guinea: A Prehistoric 
Introduction through Polynesia? Scaglion, who is 
Professor of Anthropology at the University of 
Pittsburgh, presented linguistic, archaeological, and 
ethnohistorical data suggesting a much older 
prehistoric introduction of sweet potatoes through 
Polynesia, supporting the notion that big-man 
societies may be a more stable type of society than 
previously assumed. 

Lurline Wailana MCGREGOR, Native Hawaiian 
filmmaker and Executive Director of Pacific 
Islanders in Communication, presented Pacific 
Islander Filmmakers: Agents of Change? on 
10 February. She discussed the challenges she 
encounters in coordinating the funding goals of PIC, 
a national minority broadcast organization funded 
by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, with the 
aims and needs of Native Hawaiian filmmakers. 

Dennis A AHLBURG, Professor of Management 
and Public Policy at the University of Minnesota, 
discussed Poverty among Pacific Islanders in the 
United States on 15 February. Ahlburg, who is a 
visiting fellow at the Program on Population, EWC, 
for Spring semester, described changes in the extent 
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and depth of poverty, as defined by the US Census 
Bureau, among Pacific Islanders from 1979 to 1989 
and looked at the impact that changes in remittance 
levels and welfare and Social Security payments 
might have on the incidence of poverty. 

The Treaty and the Tribunal was the topic of 
Hazel RISEBOROUGH's talk on 21 February. 
Riseborough, Senior Lecturer in History at Massey 
University, discussed the history of the Treaty of 
Waitangi of 1840 and the subsequent Treaty of 
Waitangi Act of 1975 that established the Waitangi 
Tribunal. She also talked about some of the changes 
in the tribunal process that have taken place since 
1975 and how Maori and Pakeha have reacted to this 
process, to tribunal recommendations, and to the 
government's recent fiscal offering. 

Is the Melting Pot Melting Down? Social and 
Economic Issues in French Polynesia was the topic 
of Bernard POIRINE's talk on 9 March. Poirine, an 
economist teaching at the Tahiti campus of the 
French University of the Pacific, presented two views 
of the situation in French Polynesia and suggested 
the presence of social safety valves that mitigate 
against a meltdown. 

Mac MARSHALL, Professor of Anthropology at 
the University of Iowa, presented preliminary data on 
tobacco use in the Federated States of Micronesia 
and discussed his proposal for a multipronged 
research project in his talk, Tobacco Use as 
Substance Abuse in the FSM, on 16 March. Marshall, 
who has researched drug use in the Pacific for many 
years, discussed some possible economic and social 
costs of tobacco use and likely political aspects of its 
role in the economy of the FSM. 

RECENT CPIS PUBLICATIONS 

The center recently announced two new books in the 
Pacific Islands Monograph and South Sea Book 
Series. Order forms for these books are enclosed with 
this newsletter. 

Woven Gods: Female Clowns and Power in Rotuma 
By Vilsoni HERENIKO, this book is the latest in the 
Pacific Islands Monograph Series. According to Alan 
HOWARD, Professor of Anthropology at UH Manoa 
and long-time researcher in Rotuma, "Woven Gods is 
what anthropology aspires to in the post-postmodern 
age. Masterfully crafted by Vilsoni Hereniko, a 
Pacific Islands playwright, this study of clowning in 
Rotuma combines the subjective experience of an 
insider-Hereniko is a native of Rotuma-with a 
comparative perspective on indigenous theater based 
on superb scholarship." 
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The Tree and the Canoe: History and 
Ethnogeography of Tanna 
The latest South Sea Book, a personal observation by 
Joel BONNEMAISON that is a reworking of his La 
derniere 'ile, translated by Josee PENOT-DEMETRY, 
presents a case study of cultural resistance on Tanna 
in Vanuatu. Merging the disciplines of Pacific 
Islands geography, history, and anthropology, 
Bonnemaison discusses in detail original creation 
myths and how Tanna people revived them in 
response to changes brought by missionaries and 
foreign governments. Based on interviews, myths, 
and stories collected on Tanna, and archival research, 
The Tree and the Canoe analyzes the resilience of the 
people of Tanna. The final chapters of the book deal 
with the opposition of part of the island's population 
to the newly established national government. 

OTHER NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Umanidat 
Umaniddt: A Journal of the Humanities is published 
once a year by the Diocese of Chalan Kanoa with the 
aim of contributing to an understanding of the 
deeper issues facing the Northern Mariana Islands 
and the broader Pacific. The theme of the upcoming 
third issue of the journal, "Twenty Years Later," refers 
to the twenty-year period since the people of the 
Northern Marianas chose commonwealth status, and 
looks at the history and politics of this era. Articles, 
creative writing, and original art are accepted for 
review by the board throughout the year. Deadline 
for the third issue is 30 May. Cost per copy is 
US$5.00. Write to Editor, Umaniddt, PO Box 745, 
Saipan, MP 96950. Fax: (670) 235-3002. Email: 
rshewman@ aol.com. 

UTS Review 
The UTS Review: Cultural Studies and New Writing is 
a new journal out of the School of Humanities at 
University of Technology, Sydney. Edited by 
Meaghan MORRIS and Stephen MUECKE, UTS 
Review "will offer an international space for new 
academic and creative writing on culture to receive 
careful consideration and critical discussion in 
Australia. Our main emphasis will be on work in 
cultural studies that engages with contemporary 
issues ... relating communities within Australia and 
around the Pacific and Indian oceans. CPIS faculty 
member Vilsoni HERENIKO is on the advisory 
committee. Write toUTS Review, School of 
Humanities, PO Box 123, Broadway, NSW 2007, 
Australia. Fax: 61-(0)2-330 2296. Email: 
s.muecke@uts.edu.au. 

Micronesian Religion and Lore: A Guide to Sources, 
1526-1990 
By Douglas HAYNES and William L. WUERCH, this is 
volume 32 of Bibliographies and Indexes in 
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Religious Studies, published by Greenwood Press. It 
contains over 1,1 93 relevant titles focusing on the 
traditional religion, folklore, and iconography of 
Micronesia. The price is US$75 plus shipping from 
Greenwood Publishing Group, 88 Post Road West, 
PO Box 5007, Westport, CT 06881-5007. 

History of Micronesia 
Volumes 3 and 4 of the series History of Micronesia: 
A Collection of Source Documents, compiled and 
edited by Rodrigue LEVESQUE, are now available. 
Volume 3 covers the period 1596-1637 and volume 
4 covers 1638-1670. The volumes are US$50 plus 
postage and can be ordered from Levesque 
Publications, 189 Dufresne, Gatineau, Quebec, 
CANADA J8P 7G7. 

Reference Map of Oceania 
Reference Map of Oceania: The Pacific Islands of 
Micronesia, Polynesia, and Melanesia, by 
cartographer James A BIER, is a map of the region 
with enlarged insets of the island groups and an 
index to over 2500 reefs, straits, villages, and islands. 
The map folds to six by nine inches and can be 
ordered for US$7.95 plus postage from Order 
Department, University of Hawai 'i Press, 2840 
Kolowalu Street, Honolulu, HI 96822. 

UH Press Publications 
In addition to the publications listed elsewhere in this 
newsletter, the latest UH Press catalogue includes the 
following books on Hawai 'i and the Pacific that are 
now available: 

Talanoa: Contemporary Pacific Literature Series, 
edited by Vilsoni HERENIKO, includes two new titles 
in paperback: One Night Out Stealing (US$12.95), 
Alan DUFF's second novel, and Potiki (US$10.95), 
by Patricia GRACE, the winner of the 1987 New 
Zealand Fiction A ward. 

Albert J. SCHUTZ's The Voices of Eden: A History 
of Hawaiian Language Studies (paper US$28) is an 
account of Hawaiian history from a language
centered point of view and an attempt to trace the 
development and spread of knowledge about 
Hawaiian in terms of the social and scientific climate 
of the times. Also in the area of linguistics is John W 
M VERHAAR's Toward a Reference Grammar of Tok 
Pisin: An Experiment in Corpus Linguistics (paper 
US$38), a detailed grammar that contains a million 
and a half words culled from published texts. 

Also available is The Samoa Islands: An Outline 
of a Monograph with Particular Consideration of 
German Samoa. Volume II: Material Culture (cloth 
US$85), by Augustin KRAMER (originally published 
in 1903), translated by Theodore VERHAAREN. 



Pacific News from Manoa 

BULLETIN BOARD 
John Kneubuhl Play to be Staged 
Think of a Garden, a play written by the late John 
KNEUBUHL, will be staged at Kumu Kahua Theatre 
from 19 May-11 June 1995. Kneubuhl's experience 
as a playwright and screen writer covered Hawai 'i, 
Hollywood, and the US mainland. He was born in 
Samoa and educated at Punahou and Yale. This play, 
Kneubuhl's last, has been staged in Pago Pago, 
Auckland, and Wellington to much critical accaim. 
Set in Samoa in the late 1920s, the play focuses on 
the developing personality of an impressionable 
hapa boy of a Samoan-American family and his 
emerging cultural identity. For information on 
tickets, call the theatre at (808) 536-4441. 

CONCPAC Compiling a Directory 
The Committee of Concerned Pacific Scholars 
(CONCPAC) is compiling a directory of people who 
have expertise in the areas of Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu, and may be of use to 
organizations trying to stop uncontrolled logging 
and encourage sustainable development. The 
directory would be made available only to 
organizations who share these goals. CONCPAC 
requests that you email your name, contact 
information, including mailing address, phone, fax, 
and email, locations where you have worked or are 
working, special interests, and, if possible, the most 
pertinent bibliographic references to your work, to 
Liz HOCHBERG at hoch0014@maroon.tc.umn.edu 
or to Kathy BARLOW at 
barlo001 @maroon.tc.umn.edu. 

University of Hawai 'i at Manoa 
Center for Pacific Islands Studies 
1890 East-West Road, Moore Hall 215 
Honolulu, Hawai 'i 96822 USA 
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1996 ASAO Meeting in Kona 
The twenty-fifth annual meeting of the Association 
for Social Anthropology in Oceania will be held in 
Kailua-Kona, Hawai'i, 7-11 February, at the King 
Kamehameha Hotel. Non-ASAO members interested 
in attending can write for information to Jan 
RENSEL, ASAO newsletter editor, at 2499 Kapi'olani 
Boulevard, #2403, Honolulu, HI 96826. Email: 
ahoward @uhunix.uhcc.hawaii.edu. 

Pacific Island Images Film Festival 
Pacific Islanders in Communications (PIC), in 
conjuction with the UH Manoa Summer Session, 
announces the second annual Pacific Island Images 
Film Festival, to be held in Honolulu, 3-6 August 
1995. The deadline to submit films or videos for 
possible inclusion in the festival is 31 May. For more 
information and an application form contact PIC. Tel 
(808) 591-0059; fax (808) 591-1114. 

1996 PTC Meeting 
The Pacific Telecommunications Council has issued 
a call for papers for its eighteenth annual Pacific 
Telecommunications Conference, 14-18 January 
1996, in Honolulu. The theme of PTC96 is The 
Information Infrastructure: Users, Resources, and 
Strategies. Deadline for paper proposals is 1 June 
1995. For more information, contact Pacific 
Telecommunications Council, 2454 So. Beretania St., 
Suite 302, Honolulu, HI 96826-1596. Tel (808) 941-
3789; fax (808) 944-4874; email ptc96@ptc.org. 
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Woven Gods 
Female Clowns and Power in Rotuma 
Vilsoni Hereniko 

In this unconventional ethnography, artist/ scholar Vilsoni 
Hereniko celebrates indigenous and Western ways of 
knowing, fusing them together in a manner that reflects his 
multicultural experience. A Western-educated native of 
Rotuma, a small island north of Fiji, Hereniko uses early 
scattered reports on Rotuman society and culture and his 
own knowledge of female ritual clowns to unravel the 
sacred origins of the Rotuman him mane'ak su ("woman who 
plays the wedding") and her central role in women's 
production of fine mats and in the celebration of marriage. 

Woven Gods combines ethnographic accounts of clowning's 
context in Rotuma with fictional narratives that capture the 
feel of a live performance-thereby uncovering emotional 
truths about clowning that cannot be conveyed by an 
objective account. Hereniko even creates his own myth of 
the origins of the htin mane'tik su, which provides inspiration 
for the study. Clowning in Rotuma, he concludes, is linked 
with the world of the dead, and the highly prized mats are 
woven gods, imbued with mana. 

In addition to providing understanding of a much neglected 
topic, Hereniko offers a masterly review of the literature on 
clowning and satire in Polynesia, which he succeeds in 
relating to important aspects of culture such as religion, 
social hierarchy, gender relations, and conflict management. 

Vllsoni Hereniko is assistant professor of Pacific Studies at 
the University of Hawai'i and is editor of the series Talanoa: 
Contemporary Pacific Literature. 

Rotuma's most popular han mane'ak su today. 1989. 
(Photo by Jan Rensel) 

Pacific Islands Monograph Series, No. 12 
1995, 216 pages, 23 illus. ISBN 0-8248-165.'>-2, cloth $32.00 
Published in association with the Center for Pacific Islands Studies, 
University of Hawai'i 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please send __ copies of Woven Gods: Female Clowns and Power in 
Rotuma at $32.00 to: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

OTY /STATE/ZJP 

DAYTIME PHONE 

ORDER FORM 

U.S. shipping: $3.00 for the first book, $1.00 each additional. Outside U.S. 
shipping: $4.00 for the first book, $2.00 each additional. Orders from an 
institution must include original purchase order. Allow 4--6 weeks for 
delivery. Payment must be made in U.S. funds. 

CHECK 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 

ACCOUNT NUMBER EXPIRES 

SIGNATIJRE 

Thank you for your order. 

·---------------------------------------------------------1 

: Call (800)956-2840 or (808)956-8255 
I 

University of Hawai'i Press • Order Department 

2840 Kolowalu Street • Honolulu, Hawai'i 96822 

Fax (800)650-7811 or (808)988-6052 

Toll free from the Americas only 
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TI1is personal observation of Tanna, an island in the 
southern part of the Vanuatu archipelago, presents an 
extraordinary case study of cultural resistance. Based on 
interviews, myths and stories collected in the field, and 
archival research, The Tree and the Canoe analyzes the 
resilience of the people of Tanna, who, when faced with 
an intense form of cultural contact that threatened to 
engulf them, liberated themselves by re-creating, and 
sometimes reinventing, their own kastom. Following a 
lengthy history of Tanna from European contact, the 
author discusses in detail the original creation myths and 
how Tanna people revived them in response to changes 
brought by missionaries and foreign governments. 

Joel Bonnemaison, one of the representatives of the new 
French ethnogeographic school, is a researcher at 
ORSTOM (Scientific Research Institute for Development 
in Cooperation) in Paris. 

The Tree and the Canoe 
History and Ethnogeography 
ofTanna 
Joel Bonnenulison 
Translation and adaptation by fosee Penot-Demetry of 
La derniere ile 

"A marvelous book on the history a( cultural interaction between 
Melanesians and European traders and missionaries 011 the island a( 
Tanna , Vanuatu (formerly New Hebrides). The text, beautifully trans
latcdfrom the original FrC17ch into a graceful and accessible English, 
provides detailed yet engaging accounts of the European encounter with 
Tanna and Tannese kastom's resilient cosmography." -John Agnew, 
Professor of Geography, Syracuse University 

"In TI1e Tree and the Canoe the disciplines of Pacific Islands geography, 
history, and anthropology merge in a way that we always dreamed they 
would, and joel Bonnemaison, as the interpreter of an ongoing 
Melanesian adventure, thereby gives immense strength and meaning to a 
particular human experience and a new quality to academic scholarship" 
-Eric Waddell, Professor of Cultural Geography, Universite Laval 

''The 'book' and the 'hammer' arc the source o( American magic that 
Tanna islanders who follow the fohn Frum 1110vement seck. For American 
readers who want to glimpse a wholly different way of thinking about 
time and space, this is their magic book." -Margaret C. Rodman, 
Professor of Anthropology, York University 

1994, 400 pages, illus., ISBN 0-8248-1525-4, cloth 536.00 
A South Sea Book, published in association with the Ct>nter for Pacihc Islands 
Studies, University of Hawaii 
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Please send __ copies of Tl1e Tree and the Cmzoe: /lis tory a11d 
Etlmogeography cf Tamza at $36.00 to: 

>;A VII' 

<1T\' I STAfE I ZJI' 

ORD ER FORM 

U.S. shipping: $3.00 for the first book, $1.00 each additional. Outside U.S. 
shipping: $4.00 for the first book, $2.00 each additional. Orders from an 
institution must include original purhcase order. Allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery. Payment must be made in U.S. funds. 

GiECK 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 

ACCOUI\T NUM BER EXI'IRJ:S 

SIGI\AT1JRE 

Thank you for your order. 

·---------------------------------------------------------1 

: Call (800)956-2840 or (808)956-8255 
I 

--------------------------------------------------------- Fax (800)650-7811 or (808)988-6052 
University of Hawai'i Press • Order Depanmenr 

Toll free from the Americas only 




